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C    H    A    P.      XX. 

Sontamtng  the  Naval  Hiftory  of  Great  Britain, 
'  from  the  acccffion  of  her  majefty  queen  Anne,  to 
the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms. 

£  «re  now  come  down  to  that  reigtt)  onder  which  tbe 

nation  was  extremely  happy  at  homci  and  her  repu« 

tation  carried  to  the  greateft  height  abroad*    A  reigti 

at  will  always  be  remembered  with   honour,  and  make  a 

ing  figure  in  our  hiftories,  as  long  as  hiftories  (hall  laft :  a 

ign,  in  the  beginning  of  which  all  party  animonties  were  bu- 

in  bblivioni  and  the  Tories  feemed  as  feniible  of  the  necef* 

of  a  war,  as  the  Whigs,   and   as  ready  to  tarry  it  on; 

ich  was  the  true  reafon  why  it  was  profecutcd  for  fo  many 

s  with  fuch  vigpur  and  fuccefs  as  had  never  attended  our 

ms  fince  the  glorious  days  of  queen  Elifabeth ;  and  which 

ght  therefore  to  convince  us,  that  we  are  never  to  hope  a 

thorough  domeftic  fcttlcmcnt,  with  an  effe&ual  fupport  of  our 

juft  claims  to  refpedl  and  freedom  of  commerce  abroad,  until 

Vol.  hi.  A  there 
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there  is  a  new  and  vndiflembled  coalitt(m  of  parties,  founded 
not  in  private  viewsi  but  arifing  from  public  fpiriti  and  all  men 
are  taught  to  think  that  he  is-  a  public  enemy,  who  avows  any 
other  or  narrower  intered  than  that  of  his*  country. 

Que^n  Anne  acceded  to  the  throne  on  the  eighth  of  March^ 
1701*2,  in  the  flower  of  her  age,  if  we  confider  her  dignity, 
being  then  about  thirty-eight*.  She  had  (hewn  a  very  juft 
moderation  in  her  conduA  from  the  time  of  the  Revolution, 
and  knew  how  to  temper  her  relation  to  the  ftate,  with  that 
which  (he  bore  to  her  family ;  of  which  (he  gave  a  remartahle 
inflance  in  the  latter  part  of  her  life,  by  procuring  the  idand  of 
Sicily  for  her  eoufin  the  duke  of  Savoy. 

She  opened  her  reign  by  a  very  wife  and  well-coniidered 
(peech  to  her  privy-council,  in  which  (lie  declared,  how  fenfible 
fhe  was  of  the  unfpeakable  lofs-Uie  nation  4iad  iuftained  by  the 
death  of  the  late  king,  and  the  burden  it  brought  upon  her- 
felf,  which  nothing,  (he  faid,  could  encourage  her  to  undergo, 
but  the  great  concern  (he  had  for  the  prefervation  of  the  reli- 
gion, laws,  and  liberty  of  her  couatry:.  and  that  no  pains 
lliould  be  wanting  on  her  part,  to  defend  and  fupport  them,  and 
to  maintain  the  Froueftant  (uccefBon.  She*  exptefled  plainly  her 
opinion  for  carrying  on  the  preparations  againft  Trance,  and 
fupporting  the  allies  \  and,  faid,  (he  would  countenance  thofe 
who  concurred  with  her  in  maintaining  the  prefent  conftitution 
and  eftabli(hment''t>. 

•  In  porfuanee  of  this^  deelaratioti,  the  queen  wrote  to  the 
fbtes*general  taaffiirc  them,,  that  (he  would  follow  eza£Uy  the 


-  *  Barnet'f  bift<NT  of  hii  own  timet,  toK  ii.  p.  3«f .  Oldmixon's  hi(h  of  the 
^tgarti,  voL  ii.  p.  %rt*  Boyer'*  lifb  of  queen  Anne.  GondaA  of  Sarah,  duchcfs 
dowager  of  Marlborough,  p.  xii, 

b  It  is  very  remarkable,  that  the  condiiA  of  the  queet:  at  the  bej^inntng  of 
^er  reign  wai  fuch,  as- gave  the  higheft  fatt«fi€tion  to  all  parties;  f(>r  (he-avoided 
|tie  error  of  Nero^  by  not  ritbor  fcfewing  qp  the  ftrings  of  govemmeot  too  high, 
or  letting  them  run  t  )0  low.  It  bad  been  happy  for  her,  and  for  her  fobjc^ls,  if 
(he  had  fieadtly  purfued  this  conduct  throvgh  the  eourfe  of  her  rrign.  in  (lead 
of  putting  herfelf  into  the  hands  of  one  party  (irft,  and  then  of  another ;  both 
which  had  v^ry  ill  confequenees,  with  refpeA  to  her  majefty^s  quiet,  and  to 
the  good  of  her  fubjcAs,  This-  rc(!e£lion  I  thought  necefTary  here,  l^ecaofe,  hy 
inferting  ic>  i(haU  aruid  being  obliged  to  fay  fometltiiig.  like  It,  on  feveral  other 
oc£a£ons. 

acps 
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ft^ps  of  hear  prcdccclTor,  in  the  fteady  maintenance  of  the  com- 
mon caufc  tigainft  the  common  enemy :  and  as  a  farther  proof 
of  her  fincerity,  (he  appointed  the  earl  of  Marlborough,  whom 
the  late  king  had  ieot  ambaflador  and  plenipotentiary  to  the 
ftates,  captain-general  ef  her  forces,  and  gave  him  a  blue  rib- 
band «.  She  likewife  declared  Sir  George  Rooke  vice-admiral 
ef  England)  and  George  Churchill,  Efq;  admiral  of  the  blue  <*, 
in  the  room  of  Matthew  Aylmer,  Efqi  aftcrwaid$  lord  Aylmcr, 
whom  we  have  mentioned  already,  and  of  whom  we  fhall  have 
occafion  to  fpeak  very  honourably  hereafter.  Thcfe  fteps  were 
fufficient  to  demonftrate  the  reality  of  the  qmcetfs  intentions ; 
and  therefore  we  have  all  the  reafon  in  the  world  to  believe, 
that  her  majefty  had  a  very  good  defign  in  placing  her  confort, 
George  prince  of  Denmark^,  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty ; 
though  to  do  this  it  waa  found  requifite  to  remove  the  earl  of 
Fembroke,  then  lord  high-admiral,  who  was  aQually  preparing 
to  go  to  fea*  It  is  true,  a  large  pennon  was  t)ffered  him  ;  but 
his  lordfliip  anfwcred,  with  great  ^enerofity  and  public  fpiritf, 
that  however  convenient  it  might  be  for  hit  private  intereft,  yet 
the  accepting  fuch  a  penfion  was  inoonfiftcnt  with  his  princi- 
ples ;  ajad  therefore,  £nce  he  cttuld  nftt  have  the  honour  of 
ferving  his  country  in  person,  he  would  endeavour  to  do  it  by 

The 

■c  Baroef  s  hiftory  of  his  own  rime*,  vol.  ii.  p.  $i  j.    Lediard'*  life  of  John, 
Snke  of  Marlborough,  vol.  i.  p.  94.     London  Gazette,  N<>.  379*.  d  Loo- 

<lon -Gazette,  N°.  3810.  *  Boyer**  life  of  qpccn  Anne.     CDinpleic 

bift.  of  Earope  for  the  year  1701,  p.  i54«     London  Gaz.  N®.  381*.        f  Bur- 
net's bid.  of  hit  own  times,  vol.  ji.  p.  31  )• 

S  The  advancement  of  the  carl  of  Pembroke  to  this  eminent  dignity  of 
lord  high-admiral  of  England,  was  not  owing  at  aJJi  to  eourt  favour,  but  mere. 
ly  as  1  have  hinted  before,  to  the  expediency  of  i^ing  that  board  a(ide,  and 
lodging  the  power  of  it  in  9  Gngle  band.  There  were  few  of  our  nobility  who 
couid  have  been  competitors  for  fuch  an  office,  and  none  with  juftice  who  could 
be  preferred  to  the  earl  of  Pembroke.  He  had  much  -pridence,  which  temper- 
ed great  vivacity  in  his  conflitution,  and  zeal  for  the  fervice  of  his  countrf, 
which  was  vcrry  obfervable  in  all  his  anions,  though  he  -did  not  make  fo  mucK 
Ihew  of  it,  as  others  might  do  in  words.  He  had  a  fleadinefs  of  mind,  not  to 
be  (hi ken  by  power  or  titles,  and  a  virtue  fo  heroic,  as  not  either  the  vicea 
of  tbefe,  or  of  worfe  times  could  coriupt.  He  (hewed,  on  this  occafion,  his 
loyalty  as  well  as  fpirit;  for  thongh  he  refufcd  a  penfion,  yet,' through  tho 
courfe  of  her  reign,   he  fervcd  the  qacen  with  the  fame  ciicarfulAefs  and  fidc« 

A  a  lity* 
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The  new  lord  high^admiral  had  a  council  appointed  him  by 
his  commiffioD,  vi«.  Sir  George  Rooke,  Sir  David  Mitcheil^ 
George  CburcbiUi  Efq;  and  Richard  I|iU»  £fq;  who  were  to 
affift  him  with  their  advice,  and  alfo  in  the  execution  of  his  of« 
£ceN  How  far  all  this  was  legal,  has  been^  and,  I  believe^ 
ever  will  remain,  very  doubtful ;  butNat  that  time  no  body  que-r 
ftioned  it,  and  therefore  we  (hall  proceed  to  (hew  what  waai 
done  under  it,  obfenring,  as  near  as  may  be,  the  order  of  time 
in  which  events  fell  out,  and  that  method  in  relating  them^ 
which  is  moft  likely  to  fet  them  in  a  proper  point  of  light  K 

The  firft  expedition  in  the  new  reign,  was  that  of  Sir  John 
Munden,  rear-admiral  of  the  red,  which  was  intended  for  in^ 
tercepting  a  fquadrpn  of  French  fliips,  that  were  to  fail  from 
the  Groyne,  in  order  to  carry  the  new  viccrroy  of  Me^co  to 
the  Spanifli  Weft  Indies.  This  defign  was  concerted  by  the 
earl  of  Pembroke;  and  Sir  John  was  made  choice  of,  on  ac<» 
count  of  the  proofs  he  had  given  of  both  courage  and  condud, 
as  well  as  zeal  and  diligence,  in  the  lervice.  He  failed  on  th« 
twelfth  of  May,  1702,  with  eight  (hips  of  the  third  rate,  the 
Salifburys  a  fourth  rate,  and  two  frigates ;  when  he  was  at  fea, 
be  commqnicated  his  qrders  to  his  captains^  which  hitherto  ha4 


litf,  IS  if  he  had  retained  Ms  pod;  and  therefore,  in  iTo8ii  w^cn  prince  George 
«f  Beomtrk  died,  her  majefty  reftored  him  to  it.  A  full  proof  of  her  re* 
raoTing  htm  at  thtt  time,  frpm  no  other  motive  than  that  of  rocking  way  fof 
ber  oonfert,  who  had  been  feveral  times  mentiaDed  for  that  high  poft  in  the 
(ate  reign. 

b  Bumet^t  hiftory  of  his  own  timet,  vol.  ti.  p.  313.  Oldnoixon,  vol.  ii. 
I'Ondon  Qnette,  N<*.  jSi^. 

•  Xt  is  not  eafy  to  find  a  rcafon  why,  fince  the  illegality  of  thii  comm'iGort 
was  To  quickly  fufpe^ed,  it  fhoold  afcerwards  lie  fo  long  afleep,  and  then  be  re- 
vived agkin,  at  foon  as  eomplainta  were  made  to  parliament  of  the  condo^  of 
th«  navy.  Thofe  who  advifed  this  commiffion,  and  ihofe  who  drew  it,  were 
feitainly  very  moeh  to  bbme;  and.  Hnce  this  is  a  charge  of  a  high  nature,  and 
fgainit  great  men,  I  think  myfclf  obliged  to  explain  it  particularly.  As  king 
WtUiam's  creating  a  lord  high*admifal,  was  a  benefit  to  the  public,  Co  queen 
AnoeS  commifEon  was  an  injury  to  it.  For  by  appointing  prince  George  of 
I>enffiark  a  council,  (be  cftabli(bed  again  that  evil  which  king  William  to<*k 
away ;  and  whereas,  the  powers  of  the  tords  commtflioners  of  the  admiralty 
were  fettled  hy  an  esprefs  a^  of  parliament,  here  was  a  new  board  eftablifhed, 
VeHed  with  like  powers;  but  thofe  unknown  to  the  Ijw,  which  could  take  notice" 
pnly  of  the  lord  high-admiral,  notwithflandjng  that  this  council  of  hii  was  ap- 
pointed by  bis  com  million. 


o  F    Qj7  benANNE.  ; 

bpen  abfdutcly  fecrtt*  On  the  Cxtcenth  he  found  himfelf  on 
the  coaft  of  Galicia }  whereupon  be  fcnt  the  Saliibury  and  Dol** 
phin  to  gain  inteUigencei  in  which  they  failed*  He  then  fent 
them  a  fecond  timei  and  they  brought  off  a  Spanifb  boat  and  » 
French  bark^  with  feveral  prilbnersy  who  afferted^  that  there 
were  thirteen  French  ihips  of  war»  bound  from  Rochelle  t» 
the  Groyne  i  and  therefore  Sir  John  ifliied  the  neccflary  orders 
for  keeping  his  fquadron  between  them  and  the  Ibore,  that  he 
might  be  the  better  able  to  intercept  them,  TheTe  orders  wer^ 
ifTued  on  the  twenty-feventh^  and  the  very  next  day  he  diico* 
Tered  fourteen  fail  between  cape  Prior  and  cape  Ortugal,  dofe 
under  the  (bore,  to  whom  be  inftantiy  gave  chace  i  but  they 
putiailed  him  very  much»  and  got  into  the  Groyne  before  h^ 
could  poffiUy  come  up  with  them,  Thefe  dates  are  fettled 
from  the  minuter  of  the  courumartial^  which  wiU  be  hereafter 
n>eBtionedf 

Upon  this  he  called  a  council  of  war,  wherein  it  viras  con* 
eluded^  that  (iince  the  accounts  they  had  received  from  their 
pifoners  agreed  perfe^y  well,  and  fcemed  to  make  it  dtear^ 
that  there  were  no  left  than  feventeen  of  the  enemy's  ihipe  of 
war  in  the  harbour,  which  was  ftrongly  fortified^  and  had  a 
parrow  and  dangerous  entrance)^  it  was  therefore  moft  expe- 
dient for  them  to  follow  the  latter  part  of  their  tnllruAions,  by 
which  they  were  dire^ed,  in  cafe  they  could  do  nothing  on  tlMS 
coaft  of  Spain,  to  repair  into  the  Soundings,  there  to  proteA 
the  trade,  and  to  give  notice  of  their  return  to  the  board  of 
admiralty  immediately.  This  Sbr  John  accordingly  did,  about 
the  middle  of  June ;  but  then  the  fquadron  being  much  diftref- 
fed  for  provifions,  it  was  found  neceflary,  on  the  twentieth  of 
that  month,  to  repair  into  port  K 

Tlie 

k  Burchct*f  ntval  hitkorj,  p.  tfi}.  where  he  obfenret,  that  aft^  chacing  there 
foanceo  Tail  loto  the  Groyne,  Sir  John  Monden  called  a  council  of  war,  in  which 
hii  capiat  OS  took  into  confideratioa ; 

"  I.  The  intelligence  from  a  perfon  who  belonged  to  a  French  merchant* 
**  (hip,  from  Rochelle,  and  fome  Spaniards  taken  from  the  fliore;  the  former 
**  affirming,  that  when  he  came  from  Rochelle,  be  left  there  twelve  ihips  of 
**  war  in  the  road,  ready  to  fail  to  the  Groyne  with  the  &ft  fair  wind;  that  one 
"  Qf  fhem  bad  feycoty  gonf ,  one  fifty^  and  all  ^the  reft  finty  j  and  that  the 

'  ••  f  aulcon 
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The  mifcarriagc  of  this  defign  made  a  very  great  noifc :  it  was 
difoovcred  that  only  eight  of  the  twelve  (hips  that  bad  been 
chaced  into  the  Groyne,  were  men  of  war^  and  that  the  reft 
were  only  tranfports :  it  was  alfo  fasd,  that  Sir  John  Munden 
had  called  off  the  Saliibury,  when  (he  was  aduaUy  engaged 
with  a  French  man  of  war,  and  that  he  had  discharged  the 
prifoners  he  had  taken  very  precipitately.  To  qua(h  thcfc  re- 
ports, and  to  explain  the  whole  affair  to  the  world,  (which,  is, 
to  be  fore,  the  beft  method  in  all  fuch  cafes),  the  high-admirai 
prince  George  iflued  bis  commiffion  for  a  court-martial,  for  the 
tria!  of  Sir  John  Munden,  at  which  feveral  perfons  of  diftinc« 
tioHj  for  their  own  fatisfa£lion,  were  prefent. 

This  court  fat  on  board  her  majefty's  (hip  the  Queen  at  Spithead, 
on  the  thirteenth  of  July,  1702,  where  were  prefent  SirCloudef* 
ley  Shove],  admiral  of  the  white,  preiident,  and  the  captains  fol- 
lowing, viz.  Cole,  Myngs,  Leake,  Greenhill,  Turvill,  Swanton^ 
Grood,  Mayne,  Kerr,  Clarke,  Ward,  Cooper,  Bridges,  Maynard, 
Crow,  Littleton,  and  Hollyman,  who  being  all  fworn,  and 
having  examined  the  feveral  articles  exhibited  againft  rear-admi- 
ral Munden,  gave  their  opinion,  that  he  had  fully  cleared  him-  1 
felf  from  the  whole  matter  contained  in  them ;  and,  as  far  as  it 
appeared  to  the  court,  had  complied  with  his  in(lru£Vions,  and 
behaved  himfelf  with  great  zeal  and  diligence  in  the  fervice« 
But^  notwithftanding  this  acquittal,  it  was  thought  neceflary  >  to 

lay 

**  Faulcon  (4  fosrlh  rate  taken  fro|n  us  cbe  lift  year)  was  going  thither  before 
••  them, 

**  11.  That  the  Spaniards  are  very  pofiiivc  the  duke  of  Albnqnerquc  w.is  at  the 
**  Groyne  with  two  Chonfatid  foidiers,  and  thai  there  were  alnady  in  (hat  pert, 
'*  three  Frencd  (h'!ps  of  war  of  fifty  guns  each,  and  twelve  more  expc^sd  iroai 
*'  RochcUe;  and  (i nee  both  tbefe  accounts  fo  well  agreed,  and  it  was  judged 
"  there  were  fcventeen  (hips  of  war  in  the  port,  that  the  place  was  fo  ftri>ngly 
•'  fonified,  and  the  pafTage  thereinto  very  difficult,  it  was  unanimoufly  deter- 
**  mined,  that  they  could  not  bo  attempted  there  with  any  probability  of  fuccefs ; 
*'  and  chat,  by  Bcmaining  in  the  Ihtion,  they  could  not  have  any  profped^  of 
'*  doing  fcrvice  :  fo  that  it  was  judged  pioper  to  repair  into  the  Soundings  for 
**  protedling  the  trade." 

'  In  the  L«ndon  Gazette,  N°.  3S35,  we  find  the  following  article  :  "  Wind- 
**  for,  Angufl  9th.  The  queen  hiving  required  the  proceedings,  upon  the  trial  of 
'*  Sir  John  Munden,  rear  admiral  uf  the  red  fquadron,  to  be  hid  before  her^ 
'*  and  having  conOdcred  all  the  circumdances  relating  to  the  expedition  ti.*  Qo, 
*'  riinna ;  her  majefly  finding  that  Sir  John  Munden  has  Aot  done  his  datj  pur< 
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]ay  him  afi'de*  that  the  ftri£lneis  and  ]fnpaniality..pf  cbfe  n^ 
adminiftration  might  the  better  .appear  ">• 

Bifliop  Burnet  indeed  charges  Sir  John  Munden  ronndJy  with 
ftupidity  and  cowardice*  and  blames  Sir  George  Roolce  ftill 
more,  for  having  recommended  fuch  a  man  \  But  Mr.  Old- 
mixon,  who  was  of  the  iame  p^rty  with  the  bidiop,  is  pleafed 
to  fuggeft)  that  tt  was  not  fo  much  for  any  fault  he  had  com- 
mitted, but  becaufe  be  was  not  in  Sir  George  Rooke's  good 
gnM:es>  that  Sir  John  Munden  was  difmifled^.    For  my  own 

'*  futnt  to  hb  ta(hiiAioii«,  doei  not  thiak  fit  to  conttnae  hiip  in  her  fervicc,  and 
*-*  has  therefore  declared  her  pleafore,  that  hit  royal  highneff  the  lord  high  ad- 
**  miral  of  England,  (hoald  immediately  difcharge  him  from  his  pofl  and  com- 
**  mand  in  the  royal  navy,  and  his  royal  highnefs  has  accordingly  given  ths  nc. 
•^  ceflary  orders  for  it.**  See  Sir  John  Maoden^a  juftilication  of  himfelf  in  a 
letter  to  a  worthy  friend,  dated  Anguft  pcb,  170a,  ia  the  appendix  to  the  fir  ft 
▼ol.  of  the  annals  of  qneen  Anoe,  p*  5. 

m  Complete  hiftory  of  Europe  for  1701,  p.  a7S* 

■  This  is  fo  harfli  a  charge,  that  I  find  myfelf  obliged  to  fupporr  it,  by  citing 
the  bifliop's  own  words,  which  are  tbefe: 

*<  Advice  was  fent  over  from  Holland,  of  a  fleet  that  bad  lailed  from  France, 
**  and  was  ordered  to  call  in  at  the  Groyne.  Munden  was  recommended  by 
**  Rooke,  to  be  fent  againft  this  fleet ,  bat  though  he  came  up  to  them,  with  a 
*'  fuperior  force,  yet  be  behaved  himfelf  fo  iU,  and  fo  unfuccefsfully,  that  a 
**  coancil  of  war  was  ordered  to  fit  on  him.  They,  indeed,  acquitted  him ; 
**  fome  excufing  themfelves,  by  faying,  that  if  they  had  condemned  him,  the 
**  panilhment  was  death  j  whereas,  they  thought  his  errors  flH}wcd  frum  a  want 
**  of  fenfe,  (6  that  it  woold  have  been  bard  to  condemn  him  for  a  defeat  of 
**  that,  which  nature  had  not  given  him.  Tfaofe  who  recommended  him  to  the 
*<  employment,,  fcemed  to  be  more  in  fault.**  But  Mr.  fecretavy  Burchet,  who 
was  better  acquainted  with  all  the  proceedings  00  this  aflair,  than  the  biihop 
could  poflibly  be,  delivers  his  judgment  in  tbefe  words :  **  This  was  a  very 
*<  unlucky  accident;  yet  the  fame  misfortune  might  have  bagpened  to  any 
*'  other  good  officer  as  wel>  as  Sir  John  Munden,.  who  (to  do  him  jiiflice)  bad» 
**  during  his  long  iervice  in  the  fleet,  behaved,  himielf  with  zeal,  courage,  and 
**  fidelity;  and  though  himfelf  and  all  the  captains  in  his  fquadron,  did  unanr* 
**  moufly  conclude,  that  at  leaft  twelve  of  the  fourteen  fhips  which  they  chaced 
**  into  the  Groyne  were  men  of  war,  their  number  agreeing  cxaOly  with  the 
*'  iatelligeoce  from  feveral  peribos  taken  from  ehe  fliorc;  yet,  even  in  th^t 
*'  cafe,  it  is  reafonable  to  think,  that  he  would  have  given  a  very  good  accouna 
*'  of  this  aiSiir,  could  he  pofGbiy  have  coom  up  with  tbem.'*  Naval  hiftory^ 
p.  613. 

°  Oldmixon*s  biftory  of  England,,  vol.  ii.  p.  aSy,  It  is  very  remarkable^ 
that  though  thele  two  writers  flatly  contradtA  one  another ;  yet  they  agree  in 
bavtogeach  a  ftroke  at  Sir  George  Rooke;  but  ai  their  poifoatare  oppofite,  fe 
they  very  happily  prove  antidotes  to  each  other. 

part. 
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part,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  what  the  prefiJent  and  coaxicil  oi 
war  declared  upon  their  oaths,  that  this  oflicer  did  his  duty  oi 
far  as  he  poflibly  could,  and  it  would  be  a  very  great  fatisfac- 
cion  to  me,  if  I  could  account  as  well  for  every  mifcarriage  that 
I  fhall  be  obliged  to  relate  in  the  courfe  of  this  work  ^. 

On  the  fourth  of  May  1 702,  her  majefty  declared  war  agaxnft 
France  and  Spain  * ;  and  I  mention  it,  becauie  this  declaration 
was  thought  neceflary  before  the  grand  fleet  failed ;  the  detign 
of  which,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  has  been  hitherto  very 
imperfeftly  accounted  for.  The  great  view  of  king  Williaoiy 
(for  it  was  by  him  the  Cadiz  expedition  had  been  concerted ), 
was  to  prevent  th^  French  from  getting  poflcflion  of  the  Spanifh 
Weft  Indies ;  or  at  leaft  to  p^event  their  keeping  them  long,  if 
they  did.  With  this  view  he  refolved  to  fend  a  grand  fleer,  un- 
der the  command  of  the  then  high-admiral  the  earl  of  Pem- 
broke, with  a  body  of  land  forces  under  the  command  of  the 
duke  of  Ormond,  on  board,  to  make  themfelves  maflers  of 
Cadiz.  By  this  means,  and  by  the  help  of  a  fquadron  he  had 
fent  into  the  Weft  Indies,  and  which  was  to  have  been  follow* 
ed  by  another,  as  foon  as  Cadiz  was  taken,  he  hoped  this  might 
be  eSefted ;  and  he  knew  very  well,  if  this  could  be  once  done, 
an  end  would  be  put  to  all  the  French  defigns,  and  they  muft 
be  obliged  to  terminate  the  matter,  to  the  fatisfa£tion,  at  Icaft, 
of  the  maritime  powers  ^ 

The  fcheme  was  undoubtedly  very  well  laid,  and  the  fecret 
furpriiingly  well  kept ;  for  though  the  preparing  of  fo  great  an 
armament  could  not  be  hid,  yet  the  intent  of  it  was  fo  effe^u- 
ally  concealed,  that  not  only  France  and  Spain,  but  Portugal 
too,  that  crown  being  then  in  alliance  with  France  and  Spain, 
had  equal  caufe  to  be  alarmed ;  which  had  confequences  very 
favourable  to  the  grand  alliance  in  all  thofe  countries,  as  will 
hereafter  fully  appear.  In  fome  cafes,  delay  does  as  much  as 
difpatch  in  others.     All  the  maritime  provinces  in  the  Spaoifli 

P  MercQre  hinori<joe  ct  politique  pour  Tanne  lyox,  vol.  «.  p.  101,  X54.  The 
truth  fccms  to  be,  hit  acquittal  was  an  aft  of  jnft?cc,  the  removing  him  a  (h^ke 
of  pnlicy.  At  the  beginning  of  the  former  war  king  'Wtliiam  rewarded  a  well, 
timtd  temerity.  At  the  opeotug  of  this  queen  Anne  ponilhed  an  iIUti«cd.  can- 
tion.  4  London  Gazette^  N^'.  3807.    Complete  hifiory  of  Europe  for 

x7oa,  p.  137.  r  The  more  this  fcheine  is  coniidered,  and  the  better  it  is 

underQood,  the  more  it  wiii  be  admired. 

and 
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find  t>*rench  dominions  were  alarmed^  the  Italian  dates  were  in- 
timidated 'y  in  fl}ort,  it  everjr  where  emboldened  thofe  who  were 
inclined  to  the  high  allies  to  declarei  and  on  the  other  hand 
heightened  the  fears  of  thofe  who,  but  for  them^  would  have 
efpoufed  the  intcreft  of  king  Philip. 

After  the  queen's  acceffion)  Sir  George  Rooke  (as  we  ob» 
ferved)  wds  declared  admiral  of  this  fleet,  vice  admiral,  and 
lieutenant  of  the  admiralty  of  England,  and  lieutenant  of  the 
fleets  and  ieas  of  this  kingdom :  the  duke  of  Ormond  remained, 
as  before^  general  of  the  Iand*forces,  and  the  Dutch  having 
joined  the  fleet  with  their  fquadron,  which  had  alfo  its  quota  of 
troops  6rt  board,  the  admiral  hoifted  the  union  flag  on  board 
the  Royal  SoVereigti  on  the  thirtieth  of  May;  1762;  and  on 
the  firft  of  June,  lii^  royal  highneis  the  prince  of  Denmark  dined 
bn  board  the  admiralj  and  took  a  view  of  the  fleet  and  army, 
which  was  fooh  in  a  condition  to  fail*.  Befides  Sir  George 
Rooke,  there  were  the  following  flags,  viz.  vlce-admiral  Hop- 
fon;  whb  carried  i.  red  flag  at  the  fore-top-maft-head  of  the 
l*rince  George  ;  rear-admiral  Fairbourne>  who  carried  the 
white  at  the  mizcn-top-maft-head  of  the  St.  George  ^  and  rear- 
Admiral  Graydon,  who  carried  the  blue  flag  in  the  fame  man- 
ner in  the  Triumph.  There  were  five  Dutch  flags,  viz.  two 
lieutenant-admirals,  two  vicQ-admirals,  and  a  rear.  The  ftrfengtH 
of  thisfle^t  (:6n(ifte4in  thirty  Englifh;  and  twenty  Dutch  fliipsof 
the  line,  exclufivc  of  fmalJ  veflcls  and  tenders,  which  made  in 
ill  about  160  fail.  As  to  the  troops;  the  Englifh  confifted  of 
9663,  indiiding  officers;  and  the  Dutch  of  4138;  in  all  13801  '- 

On 

.  «  Burners  hi(lory  of  his  own  times,  vol,  ii.  p.  313,  330.  Oldnr.ixon's  hiftory  of 
the  Scnaris,  vol.  ii.  p.  289.  Barchefi  naval  Iiiftory,  book  v.  chap,  x.  London 
Gazette,  N<>.  3S16,  38ZO, .  See  alfo  an  impartial  ace  ont  of  all  the  material 
Uzi\CiQ\of\i,  of  fhc  oraiid  fl:ct  and  land  forces,  from  their  firft  felling  out  from 
Spithead,  June  aptb,  till  his  grace  the  duke  of  Ormond's  arrival,  at  Deal,  No- 
iwsiber  71b,  170X,  in  which  is  included  a  particular  relation  of  the  expedition 
ai  Cadiz,  and  ihe  glorious  vjftory  ac  Vigo,  by  an  officer  that  was  prefcot  in 
thofe  iiAions^  Lonil on,  X703,  410. 

«  Th:ir  this  was  a  very  great  force,  and  that  the  public  had  reafon  to  frame 
Mngoine  expeftatirhs  to  thcoifclvet,  as  to  its  fuecefs,  all  the  world  m\\\\  allow  : 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  our  expe^ations  ought  never  to  prejudice  us  (o  far,  as 
tp  ^folve  not  to  be  fatisfied  with  a  juft  account  of  their  difappotntment.  fiiftiop 
Barnet  fays,  that  Sir  Ge  .rge  Rooke  fpoke  coldly  of  the  expedition  before  he 
laited;  and  this  he  tells  nt,  to  prove  that  Sir  George  intended  to  do  the  enemy 
jio  hurt.     But  the  mifchlef  lies  here,  that  Sir  George  fu^peftcd  rhey  (hould  do 
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On  the  liineteenth  of  JunCi  the  fleet  weighed  from  Spithcadp 
and  cam^  to  an  anchor  at  St.  Helen'is.  On  the  twenty- fecond, 
the  two  rear-admiralsy  Fairboume  and  Graydon,  were  detach- 
ed with  a  fquadron  of  thirty  Englifh  and  Dutch  (hips^  with  m- 
ftruAions  firft  to  look  into  the  Groyne,  and  in  cafe  there  were 
any  French  fhips  there>  to  block  them  up ;  but  if  not,  to  cruize 
ten  or  twelve  leagues  N»  W.  off  Cape  Finiftcrre,  till  they  ftiovld 
be  joined  by  the  fleet". 

On  the  tenth  of  Auguft  the  fleet  reached  the  rock  of  Lifton^ 
where  the  next  day  they  held  a  council  of  war.  On  the  twelfth 
they  came  before  Cadiz,  and  anchored  at  the  diftance  of  two 
leagues  from  the  city,.  Sir  Thongs  Smith,  quarter- mafter-gene- 
tal,  having  viewed  and  founded  the  (bore  on  the  backfide  of 
the  ifle  of  Leon,  in  which  Cadiz  (lands,  and  reported,  that 
there  were  very  convenient  bays  to  make  a  defcent :  the  duke 
of  Ormond  vehemently  iqiifted  m  a  council  of  war,  upon  land* 
ing  in  that  ifle,  in  order  to  make  a  fiidden  and  vigorous  attack 
upon  the  town,  where  the  eonfternation  was  fo  great,  that  in 
all  probability  the  enterprize  would  have  fucceeded  ^  but  feveral 
of  the  council,  efpecially  the  fea-o£cers,  oppofing  the  duke's 
motion,  it  was  refblved,  that  the  army  fhould  iirft  take  the 
fort  of  St.  Catharine,  and  Port  St.  Mary,  to  facilitate  thereby  a 
nearer  approach  to  Cadiz  ^. 

The  next  day  the  duke  of  Ormond  fent  a  trumpet  with  a  let- 
ter to  don  Scipio  de  Brancacio,  the  governor^  whom  the  duke 
had  known  in  the  Spanifh  fervice^  in  the  laft  confederate  war  r 
but  in  anfwer  to  the  letter,  inviting  him  to  fubmit  to  the  boufe 
df  Auftria,  Brancacio  declared,  he  would  acquit  himfelf  ho- 
nourably of  the  truft  that  was  rcpofed  in  him  by  the  king*.  On 

the 

no  gi'eit  good,  becanfe  thit  estpedicion  wu  of  t  doiibcful  nature  :  for  on  the  one 
hand  they  were  enjoined  to  fpeak  to  che  SpinUrds  as  friends,  and  at  the  fame 
time  were  ordered  to  t^  againft  them  as  foes. 

f  Borchet's  naval^  hidory,  p.  619.  The  complete  hiOory  of  Europe  for 
170a,  p.  179.     Londen  G<!SCtte,  K^.  381X. 

^  Oldmixon's  hil^ory  of  the  Stuarts,  vol.  ii.  p.  190.  AnnaUof  ^een  Anne, 
vol.  i.  p.  79.    London  Gazette,  M^.  3841,  3843. 

X  The  reader  will  be  better  fatiffied  as  to  this  matter,  if  he  confolrs  the  col- 
legions  of  Lambertt,  torn.  ii.  p.  »5r.  When  the  doke  of  Ormond  fnmmoaed 
fort  St.  Catharine,  he  declared,  that  if  the  governor  did  not  accept  bis  terms, 
ke  fhould  be  hanged,  and  none  of  his  foldieri  reoeive  quarter.  To  thia  the  go- 
vernor 
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the  fifteenth  of  Auguft,  the  duke  of  Ormond  landed  his  forces 
in  the  bay  of  Bulls,  above  a  inile  on  the  left  of  St.  -Catharine'tf 
fort,  the  caxmon  of  which  fired  on  his  men  aU  the  while,  bat 
with  little  execution^.  The  firft  that  landed  were  twelve  hun- 
dred grenadiers,  led  by  brigadier  Pallant,  and  the  earl  of  Don^ 
negall ;  they  were  obliged  to  wade  to  the  fliore,  and  were  all 
very  wet  when  they  reached  it.  In  the  mean  time  captain  Jum- 
per in  the  Lenox,  and  fome  £ngU(h  and  Dutch  L'ght  frigates? 
kept  firing  on  the  horfe  that  appeared  near  the  coaA,  and  they 
were  foon  after  xepulfed  by  the  Engliih  foot  *•  * 

The  dukeof  Ormond,  as  foon  as  the  troops  were  landed,  fent 
to  fummon  fort  St.  Catharine  4  but  the  governor  replied,  he  ha4 
cannon  mounted,  with  powder  and  ball  fuiHcient  to  receive  him. 
On  the  fixteenth  the  whole  army  marched  to  a  camp  marked 
out  for  them  near  La  Rotta,  a  town  within  a  league  of  the 
place,  where  they  bnded,  from  which  mod  of  tlie  inhabitants 
were  fled ;  but  AiiGt  orders  being  given  againft  plundering,  ma- 
ny of  them  returned  4  and,  had  the  Spaniards  given  due  atten^ 
tion  to  the  duke*s  declaration,  publiQied  at  his  firft  coming  on 
the  Spani&  coaft,  they  needed  not  to  have  been  in  any  confter^ 
nation. 

The  duke  of  Ormond  having  left  a  garrifon  x)f  three  hundred 
men  in  La  Rotta,  marched  on  the  twentieth  of  Auguft  towards 
Pert  St.  Mary's.  Some  iquadrons  of  Spanish  horfe,  about  fix 
hundred  in  number,  fired  upon  the  duke's  advanced  guards,  and 
Jcilled  lieutenant-colonel  Gore's  horfe,  amongft  the  dragoons^ 

<?emQr  anrweied  with  grettfpirit  and  judiee,  **  That  if  he  mud  be  hanged,  it  wu 
**  ^li  one  to  him,  whether  .hy  the  duke  of  Ormond,  or  the  governor  of  Cadiz  $ 
'*  and  therefore  he  defirrd  leave  Co  fend  to  him  fv)r  his  orders,  which  was  re. 
**  fufed.^*  Thefoqvick  proceedings,  inflead  of  drawing  ihe  Spaniards  to  declare 
for  the  honfeof  Auftria,  rendered  them  aveife  to  it.  At  leaft,  this  was  Sir 
George  Rookt*s  fentiment,  who  did  all  he  could  to  ferye  fhe  common  caofe 
without  provoking  the  people  of  that  country,  whom  his  ioArndiofis  dircAed  him 
to  prf^tcA. 

7  The  coroplfte  hiftory  of  Europe  for  1701,  p.  311,  J13.  Barpet,  yoL  ii« 
London  Gazette,  N^.  3845. 

z  Mercure  hiflorique  et  politique,  pour  I'anne  170a,  vol.  ii.  p.  433.  The 
prince  of  Hcfle  d*Armftadt  was  the  principal  mover  of  this  txpfiditlon.  He  per- 
fuaded  the  mtniOers  at  Vienna,  London,  and  the  Hague,  having  firft  perfuaded 
himfelf,  the  Spaniardi  in  general  were  zealous  for  the  houfe  of  Anftria.  The 
coofeqaeoces  by  no  mcaus  made  this  good,  as  the  duke  and  admiral  found* 
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but  retired  on  the  approach  of  the  £ngli(h  grenadiersi  of  whoa^ 
a  detachment  under  colonel  Pierce,  of  the  guards,  were  fent  to 
take  fort  St.  Catharine;  which  they  did,  and  made  a  hundred 
and  twenty  Spaniards  prifouers  of  war  *.  The  duke  entered 
Port  St.  Mary!s,  attended  by  moft  of  the  general  officers^  tnz. 
Sir  Henry  Bellafis,  lieutenant-general ;  the  earl  of  Portmore, 
Sir  Charles  O'Hara,  and  baron  Spaar,  majors* general ;  coload 
oeymour,  colonel  Lloyd,  colonel  Matthews,  colonel  Hamilton^ 
and  colonel  Pallaht,  now  brigadiers-general:  and  notwith- 
landing  the  ftriA  orders  the  duke  had  iiTued  againft  plunder^ 
there  was  a  very  great  failing  in  the  execution  of  them,  for 
which  Sir  Henry  Bellaiis  and  Sir  Charles  O'Hara  were  put  un« 
der  arreft^.  When  they  came  to  llngland,  l^llafis  was  dif* 
inified  the  fervice ;  and  though  O'Hara  efcaped  public  ccnfure, 
he  did  hot  private.' 

,  Mr.  Methuen,  her  majcfty's  envoy  in  Portugal,  in  a  letter  to 
the  duke  of  Ormond,  dated  Auguil  the  firll,  gave  this  whole- 
feme  advice  concerning  the  conduA  of  the  army :  ^hat  the  poin( 
of  greatef^  importance,  was,  to  infinuate  to  the  Spaniards,  and 
ihew  by  their  proceadings,  that  they  came  not  as  enemies  to 
Spain,  but  only  to  free  them  from  France,  and  give  them  aflif* 
tance  toeftablifti  themfelyes  under  the  government  of  the  hou(e 
of  Aufh*ia.  It  being  found  too  difficult  to  approach  Cadi:^ 
while  the  Spaniards  were  in  pofleflTion  of  Matagorda  fort,  over 
againft  the  Punial,  it  was  ordered  to  be  attacked,  and  a  battery 
of  four  pieces  of  cannon  crcftcd  againft  it  j  bqt  upon  every  fir- 
ing, the  guns  funk  into  the  fands,  and  after  a  fruitlefs  attempt, 
the  defign  was  given  over,  and  thie  troops  ordered  to  imbark» 
which  w,is  done  accordingly,  with  intention  to  make  the  bcft  of 
their  way  home  ^*  The  Spaniards  did  indeed  er\deavour  to  di« 
rturb  them  in  their  retreat,  but  vnili  very  littleroccefs  j  a  de- 
tachment of  Englifh  and  Dutch  troops,  under  the  command  of 
colonel  Fox,  having  quickly  repulfed  them,  with  the  lofs  of  a 

few  of  their  horfe,  who  were  the  moft  forward  in  the  attack, 

,  .   .  ■  •  •  ■        •         ^ 

«   Burnft>  hitlory  of  his  own  timrl,  vol.  ii.  p.   33T.     OlHmixon^t  hiftory  of  the 
Stuartt,  vol.  \u  p.  290.     Biirchet'i  naval  hiflory,  p.  6io,  611, 
*  h  Boyefs  life  o»  qufcn  Annc,  p.  jo.     London  Gazette,  N**.  3847. 

<J  Burchei'i  n^val  hi!>«ry,  p,  61a,  623.     The  complcc  hiftcry  of  Europe  for 
^701,  p.  349t     Lyndon  Gsz.rt:,  N°.  3Sso»  S^S^* 
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Ifhkh  difcouraged  the  reft  fo^  that  few  or  none  of  our  people 
"^ere  loft  in  getting  aboard  their  (hips  <<. 

In  moft  of  our  hiftorians,  the  Cadiz  e^^pedition  is  treated  as 
not  much  to  the  reputation  of  the  nation  in  general,  and  of  Sir 
George  Rooke  in  particular.  As  to  the  diforders  at  St.  Mary's, 
of  which  we  (hall  hear  much  more  in  another  placei  they  did 
not  at  all  zSeiX  Sir  George  Rooket  who  had  nothing  to  do 
irith  them>  nor  wa^  ever  charged  with  them*  That  he  did  not 
porfue  with  great  esigemefs  the  burning  the  (hips»  or  dcftroying 
the  place,  has  indeed  been  imputed  to  him  as  an  a£t  of  bad  con- 
duA.  *■  3i(hop  Burnet  charges  him  with  it  flatly,  and  fays,  that, 
before,  be  went  out,  he.  had  in  a  ipanner  determined  not  to  do 
the  enemy  much  burt^.  I  believe  this  prelate  fpoke  as  he 
thought  5  but  as  to  Sir  George,  I  am  thoroughly  perfuadcd  that 
when  he  went  oi^t,  and  while  he  was  out,  he  intended  nothing 
more  or  lefs,  than  to  obey  his  inftruAlons. 

As  to  the  fpirit  of  thcfe,  we  may  eafily  guefs  at  it  from  thq 
paftage  in  Mr.  Methuen's  letter,  before  cited,  which  very  fully 
fliews,  that  this  expedition  was  originally  concerted  on  a  fuppo^ 
iition,  that  the  Spaniards  had  a  natural  afTcclion  for  the  houfe 
of  Auftria,  and  would  join  with  us  in  their  favour  againft  the 
French.  But  in  this  it  fcems  we  were  miftakcn  :  and  yet  it  was 
not  thought  proper  to  make  this  conclufion  too  haftily,  efpecially 
after  what  paffed  at  Port  Sr.  Mary*s,  which,  confidering  the 
difpofition  of  the  nation,  might  be  prefumed  to  have  provoked 
fbe  Spaniards  to  a  degree  not  to  be  appeafed  by  all  the  fine 
words  we  gave  them  in  our  manifefto^.  A  candid  reader  will 
therefore  eafily  difcern  the  true  reafon  of  Sir  George's  conduf):* 
He  thought  ^t  madnefs  to  expofe  the  lives  of  the  queen's  fubje€ts, 

d  The  troth  of  the  matter  was,  that  the  confederatei  foand  Cadiz  in  a  much 
better  fituacioD  than  they  cxpeAed,  themfelTes  worfe  received  than  they  hoped» 
and  the  general  officers  fo  much  divided  in  their  opinions,  that  a  retreat  was 
thought  more  advifable  than  acy  other  meafure  in  a  council  of  war.     If  Sir  1 

George  Rooke,  befote  he  put  to  fea,  forefaw  any  of  the  difficulties  they  then  m:t  1 

with,  few  people  at  this  time  of  day,  I  believe,  think  fach   a  forcfinbt  a  difccedic    - 
^o  him,  either  as  a  ftatefman  or  an  admiral.    As  to  his  own  conduA,  he  was  cal- 
led to  an  account  for  it  before  the  houfe  of  lords,  and,  as  ^e  (hall  fee  elfewhere, 
defended  it  fo  weli*  that  no  impuracion  could  be  fixed  upoo  hiot^ 

*  Hiftory  af  his  own  times,  toI.  ii.  p.  330. 

f  The  complete  biftory  of  Curope  fur  170a,  p.  316. 

irherc 


14  NAVAL    HISTORY 

where  they  might  be  fpared  to  better  advantage ;  and  therefor* 
was  not  over  fond  of  burning  towns,  and  cutting  throats^  to  con- 
vince the  Spaniards  of  our  hearty  afi^ion  for  them ;  which, 
however,  was  the  language  of  our  declarations  and  his  inftruc- 
tions  K  Mr.  Oldtnixon  therefore  concludes,  after  a  candid  re- 
lation  of  fa£bs,  very  juftly,  and  lilce  a  man  of  honour,  that  how- 
ever the  nation's  expcAarions  might  be  difappointed  in  the  Ca- 
diz expedition,  yet  there  was  nothing  blameable  in  the  conduct, 
cither  of  the  duke  of  Ormond  or  Sir  George  Rooke  '>.  Forciga 
writers  do  the  fame  juftice  to  our  commanders,  and  even  fuch 
of  thofe  authors  as  are  vifibl  j  in  the  French  intereft ;  fo  that  if 
we  decide  according  to  evidence,  it  is  impolTible  for  us  to  join  in 
that  clamour,  which  difcontemed  people  raifed  upon  this  occa« 
fion». 

While  the  admiral  was  intent  on  bringing  the  fleet  and  forces 
fafely  home,  providence  put  it  in  his  power  to  do  his  country  a 
more  fignal  and  effediual  fervice,  than  even  the  taking  of  Cadiz 
would  have  been.  Captain  Hardy,  who  commanded  bermajef- 
ty's  (hip  the  Pembroke,  was  fent  to  water  in  Lagos  bay,  where 

8  This  !•  the  fnbftance  of  Sir  George  Rooke*s  defence  before  the  houfe  of  l<^rds« 
who  inquired  into  this  atfair,  and  addrcfTcd  the  queen,  that  the  duke  of  Ormood 
and  Sir  George  Eooke  might  hf  the  whole  tranfa^ii^n  brfore  them,  which  was 
fli>ne  in  the  begianing  of  the  next  year,  and  what  I  have  off*ered  in  the  text,  isan- 
1^  to  avoid  repetitions.  A  niure  diftinA  accoiiat  of  the  inquiry  will  afterward* 
be  found  in  the  metnoirs  of  Sir  George  Rooke. 

h  Hi  (lory  of  England,  vol.  ii.  p.  xpl.  The  reader  will  obferve,  that  I  lay* 
hold  of  every  opportunity  of  doing  juflice  to  our  hiilorians,  and  therefore,  I  hope 
will  belreve,  that  whenever  I  differ  with  them,  it  is  purely  out  of  refpcA  to 
truth. 

I  The  French  hidoriins  fay,  that  the  prince  of  HeOi  D^rmfladt,  whom  the 
emperor  had  appointed  general  and  commander  in  chief  of  (4ch  Spaniards  us 
Aould  manifeft  their  fidelity  to  the  houfe  of  Audria,  did  little  or  no  fervice  by 
the  violent  memorials  which  he  pubiifhed,  filled  with  perfonal  reproiches  and 
warm  threats  againfl  fuch  as  adhered  to  king  Philip.  At  firft,  however,  ic  is 
admitted,  that  the  Spaniards  did  not  fiiew  any  great  seal  for  their  new  prince; 
but  after  they  were  pn^vokcd  by  the  barbarities  eommitted  at  the  port  of  St.  Mary, 
they  lod  all  paticn  e,  and  fought  with  fuch  bitternefs  and  indignation,  as  is 
fcarK  to  be  cxprefFed.  The  Utnt  hidorians  fay,  that  the  duke  of  Onnond, 
and  bis  f  trce^,  wlien  they  attacked  Matagorda  fort,  were  eitpofed  to  a  prodigi- 
ous fire  from  the  pUce,  while  they  were  able  to  form  no  better  battery  than  two 
field  pieces,  and  two  fmall  mortars,  the  ground  being  fo  fwampy,  as  not  to  bear 
heavy  artillery.  Hifloirc  militaire,  torn,  iiu  p.  702.  Limieres,  torn.  iii.  p.  xox. 
Larrey,  toiB,  iii.  p.  54^ 


1'.- 


OF    QjJEEN    ANNE.  1$ 

he  underftood  from  his  converfation  with  the  French  confu)^ 
who  induftriouily  fought  it  in  order  to  boaft  of  their  good  for- 
tune, that  they  had  lately  received  great  news,  though  he  would 
not  tell  him  what  it  was*'.  Soon  after  arrived  nn  exprefsfrooi 
Liibon,  with  letters  for  the  prince  of  Uefie  and  Mr.  Methuen ; 
which,  when  he  was  informed  they  were  no  longer  on  board 
the  fleet,  he  refufed  to  deliver,  and  afitrally  carried  them  back 
to  Lisbon.  In  difcourfe,  however,  he  told  captain  Hardy,  that 
the  galleons,  under  the  convoy  of  a  French  fquadron,  put  inta 
Vigo  the  (ixteenth  of  September.  Captain  Hardy  made  whac 
hafte  he  could  with  this  news  to  the  fleet,  with  which,  how* 
ever,  he  did  not  meet  until  the  third  of  October,  and  even  then 
the  wind  blew  fo  hard,  that  he  found  it  impoflibletofpeak  with 
the  admiral  till  the  fixth,  when  he  informed  him  of  what  he 
had  heard  K 

Upon  this  Sir  George  called  a  council  of  war  immediately, 
compofed  of  the  Englifli  and  Dutch  flag-ofRcers,  by  whom  it  wa» 
refolved  to  fail,  as  cxpeditioufly  as  poflible,  to  the  port  of  Vigo^ 
and  attack  the  enemy.  In  order  to  this,  fome  fmall  veiTels  were 
detached  to  make  a  difcovery  of  the  enemy's  force,  which  was 
done  effectually  by  the  Kent's  boat ;  and  the  captain  underflood 
that  Monf.  Cbateau-Renault's  fquadron  of  French  men  of  war, 
and  the  Spanifh  galleons,  were  all  in  that  harbour ;  but  the 
wind  blowing  a  florm,  drove  the  fleet  to  the  northwards  as  far 
as  Cape  Finifterre,  and  it  came  not  before  the  place  till  the 
eleventh  of  Oflober".     The  paflage  into  the  harbour  was  not 

k  Captain  Kar<ly,  on  hit  arrival  in  England,  was  prefcntfd  to  the  queen,  veho 
WIS  pleaicd  to  confer  the  honoar  of  knighthood  on  hin>,  in  eonfjderacion  of  hit 
good  fetvlce,  in  gaining  and  girtng  to  admiral  Rooke  the  intelligence,  which  wa» 
the  occafi  in  of  the  great  fuccefs  at  Vigo,  London  Gazette,  K®.  3858. 

i  MetDoirs  poar  I'hiOoire  d'Efpagne,  par  ie  oiarqnis  de  St.  Philippe,  ir-il.  i. 
p.  18;.     This  bad   behavioor  had  a  terMbic  efTcA,  fur  ii  g^re  the  Spaii^rds  art 
klea,  that  they  were  to  have  to  do  with  an  impious,  drunken,  and  debauched  peo*- 
pie,  whhouc  morals,  and  withotK  difdpline. 

IB  A tter  reading  ihfS  acrouoty  it  mu{!  furprize  any  man  to  hear,  that  bifhop 
Burnet  charges  the  admiral  with  want  of  diligence,  negleA  of  duty,  and  a  didike 
to  this  icTTice;  when  nothing  can  be  plainer,  than  that  he  zCted  throughout  the 
whole  of  this  buiinefs,  wuh  all  imaginable  vigour  ;  and  that,  if  he  had  6ecn  in- 
clined to  do  otberwife,  he  had  the  faireO  opncrittnitics  (bat  could  p.iHbly  have  of- 
fcied,  for  itvoiding  or  d^cUyiog  the  attacla, 

above 
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above  three  quarters  of  a  mile  over,  with  a  battery  of  eight  braisj 
and  twelve  iron  guns  on  the  north  fide,  and  on  the  foutti 
was  a  platform  of  twenty  brafs  guns,  and  twenty  iron  guns, 
as  alfo  a  ftonc  fort,  with  a  hreaft-work  arid  deep  trench  before 
it,  ten  guns  mounted,  and  five  hundred  men  in  it.  There  was, 
from  one  fide  of  the  b^rbour  to  the  other,  a  ftrong  boom  com- 
pofed  of  fhips-yards  and  top-mafts,  fadened  together  with  threc- 
inch-ropc,  very  thick,  and  underneath  with  haufers  and  ca- 
bles. The  top-chain  at  each  end  was  moored  to  a  fevicnty- 
gun  (hip,  the  one  was  called  the  Hope,  which  had  been  taken 
from  the  Englifh,  and  the  other  was  the  Bourbonc  ".  Within 
the  boom  were  moored  five  fhips,  of  between  fixty  and  fevcnty 
guns  each,  with  their  broadfides  fronting  the  entrance  of  the 
pafiage,  fo  as  that  they  might  fire  at  any  (hip  that  came  neaf  the 
boom,  forts,  and  platform  ®. 

The  admirals  removed  the  flags  from  the  gfcat  (hips  into 
third  rates,  the  firft  and  fecond  rates  being  all  too  big  to  go  iii. 
Sir  George  Rooke  went  out  of  the  Royal  Sovereign  into  the 
Somerfet ;  admiral  Hopfon  out  of  the  Prince  George  into  the 
Torbay ;  admiral  Fairbourne  out  of  the  St.  George  into  the  El- 
kx  ;  and  admiral  Graydon  out  of  the  Triumph,  into  the  Nor- 
thumberland, A  detachment  of  fifteen  £ngli(h,  and  ten  Dutcli 
men  of  war,  with  all  their  fire-(hips,  frigates,  and  bomb-ve(^ 
fels,  were  ordered  to  go  upon  the  fcrvice  **; 

The 

w  Qutncy  hift'iire  mili:aire  de  I.ouii  TV.  torn.  iii.  p.  717.  Marqim  de  Sinta- 
Cruz  reflr£ti«nt  milii aires  et  politiqucs,  torn.  vUi.  p.  93,  94.  Memotres  pont 
iervir  a  I'hifloire  d'Efpagne,  par  )e  marquis  dc  St.  Philippe,  vol.  i.  p.  »oi— 209. 

^  The  French  writers  are  very  copious  in  their  dercription  of  (he  meafures  ta- 
ken by  the  French  admiral  for  the  defence  of  the  fleet  %  and  Indeed  it  mnft  be  al- 
lowed that  the  difpofiiion  was  as  good  as  the  place  would  admit.  The  count  de 
Chateau-Rcnaalt  was  a  very  j^allant  and  experienced  officer;  ancl»IC  asjhefe  wri- 
ters fay,  his  reputation  waslieightencd  by  this  accident,  then  it  plainly  proves^ 
that  onr  officers  aAed  as  well  as  men  could  be  expcAed  toaA.  Hifloire  militaire^ 
torn.  iii.  p.  717.  Rapin  Tboyras  continue,  torn «  xi.  p.  487.  Mcmoires  hidu- 
riques,  ct  chronologiques. 

P  It  is  perfcAly  clear  frum  his  manner  of  making  this  attack,  that  Sir  George 
Rcoke  had  the  honour  of  his  conntry  as  much  at  heart  as  any  man  CQuid  have  f 
and  it  is  very  ftrange,  that  among  fo  many  obiervations,  no  hoJiy  (h  'Uld  take 
notice  of  the  great  prudence  (hewn  In  the  forming  this  difpofition,  and  the  cou- 
rage and  alacrity  of  'he  admirals  in  quitting  the  large  (hips,  (hat  ther  might 
have  a  fliarc  in  ihe  danger,  as  well  as  in  the  repd:aiicn  of  this  aAicr.    if  it  had 

mifotfrrieJ, 
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The  duke  of  Ormond,  (o  facilitate  this  attack;  laod^d  oh 
the  fouth-fide  of  the  river,  at  the  diflance  of  about  fix  miles 
from  Vigo^  two  thoufand  five  hundred  men;  then  lord  Shan* 
iion  at  the  hekd  of  five  hundred  men,  attacked  a  done  fort  ac 
the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  and  having  made  himfelf  iriafter  of 
a  platforixi  of  fohy  pieces  of  cannon, .  the  French  governor^ 
Monf.  Soscel,  ordered  the  gates  of  the  place  to  be  thrown  open, 
with  a  refolution  to  have  forced  his  way  through  the  EngiiOi 
troops.  But  though  th^e  was  great  bravery,  yet  there  was  but 
very  little  judgment  in  this  action  $  fpr  his  order  was  no  fooner 
obeyed,  than  the  grenadiers  entered  the  place  fword  in  handy 
and  forced  the  garrifoh,  corififting  of  French  and  Spaniards,  in 
number  about  three  hundred  and  fifty;  to  furrender  prifohers 
of  war  ^.  This  was  a  cbnquefi:  of  the  laft  importance,  and  ob- 
tained much  fooner  than  the  enemy  expedied,  who  might  other- 
wife  havfc  prevented  it,  fince  they  had  in  the  neighbourhood  a 
body  of  at  leaft  ten  thoufand  men;  under  the  command  of  the 
prince  of  Brabanf  onl  It  was  likewife  of  prodigious  confequence 
in  refpeA  toiriie  fieet,  fiiice  our  (hips  would  have  been  ezceifive- 
ly  galled  by  the  fire  from  that  platform  and  fort  ^. 

As  ibon^  therefore,  as  bur  flag  was  feen  flying  from  Jhc 
place,  the  {hips  advan<jcdi  and  vice-admiral  Hopfoh  in  the  Tor* 
bay,  crowding  all  the  fail  he  could,  ran  dire£lly  agaihft  the 
boom;  broke  it;  aild  then  the  Kent;  with  the  reft  of  the  (qua- 
dron;  Englifli  and  Dutch;  entered  the  harbour.  The  enemy 
made  21  prodigious  fire  upon  them,  both,  from  their  (hips  and 
batteries  on  fhore;  till  the  latter  was  pofiTefled  by  oiir  grenadiers, 

mifearried,  we  Qioiild  have  had  re/leOiont  enough  on  the  admifirt  miftakei  iii 
this  matter )  ^and,  Bethinks;  it  is  a  little  hard  to  pafs  hi  filence  this  extraordi- 
nary mark  of  his  condu^i  and  leave  it  to  be  commended  as  it  is  bjr  the  Dutch 
hiftorians  only^  as  if  they  alone  knew  how  to  value  merit,  and  we  were  con* 
ccrned  only  to  Uffcn  and  (raciuce  it, 

^  The  duke  of  Ormond,  rbuugh  lame  of  the  gout,  marched  ftU  the  way 
through  bad  roads,  at  the  head  of  the  troops.  Lord  vifcount  Shannon  who 
cbmmanded  the  attack,  d«<'t;ngiiifhed  himfelf  exceedingly,  and  ail  the  ofncera 
ttnd  forces  in  general,  behaved  with  the  utmoft  fpirit  and  intfepidity. 

*■  The  French  writers  fay,  that  at  the  firft  appearance  of  the  dnke  of  Or- 
inond*!  grenadiei's,  the  Spanifh  militia,  threw  down  their  arms,  and  fled  ;  and 
they  likewife  admit,  that  they  torced  their  way  on  the  opening  the  gate,  at  is 
^rted  in  otir  accounts^ 

Vot.  III.  C  who 
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who  ieeing  the  cxectttion  done  by  tkpir  guns  on  the  fleetf  be-* 
haved  with  incredible  reiblution.  In  the  mean  time,  one  of 
the  enemy's  fire>(hips  had  laid  the  Torbay  cm  board,  and  had 
certainty  burnt  her,  but  that  luckily  the  fire- (hip  had  a  great 
quantity  of  fnuff  on  board,  which  extinguiibed  the  flames  when 
£he  came  to  biow  up :  yet  the  vice-admiral  did  not  abfojutely 
efcape.  Her  fore»top-maft  was  fhot  by  the  board,  moft  of  the 
fails  burnt  or  fcorcbed,  the  fore-yard  confumed  to  a  coal,  the 
larboard  Oirowds,  fore  and^ft,  burnt  at  the  dead  eyes,  federal 
ports  blown  off  the  hinges,  her  larboard-fide  intirely  icorched,, 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  men  killed  and  drowned ;  of  whom 
about  fixty  jumped  overboard,  as  Toon  as  they  were  grappled 
by  the  fire-fliip.  The  vice«admiral,  when  he  found  her  in  this 
condition,  went  on  board  the  Monmouth,  and  hoifted  his  flag 
there  •. 

In  the  mean  time  captain  William  Bokenham,  in  the  AfTo- 
elation,  a  (hip  of  ninety  guns,  lay  with  her  broad(ide  to  the 
battery,  on  the  left  of  the  harbour,  which  was  foon  difabled  v 
and  captain  Francis  Wyvill,  in  the  Barfleur,  a  ibip  of  the  fame 
force,  was  fent  to  batter  the  fort  on  the  other  fide,  which  was 
a  very  dangerous  and  troublelbme  fervice,  fince  the  enemy^s 
ihot  pierced  the  (kip  through  and  through,  and  for  fome  time 
he  durft  not  fire  a  gun,  bccaufe  our  troops  were  between  him 
and  the  fort }  bat  they  foon  drove  the  enemy  from  their  poft, 
and  then  the  ftruggle  was  between  the  French  firing,  and  our 
men  endeavouring  to  fave  their  (hips  and  the  galleons.  In  this 
difputc  the  Afibciation  had  her  main-maft  (hot,  two  men  kitted, 
the  Kent  had  her  fore-maft  (hot,  and  the  boatfwain  wounded  y 
the  Barfleur  had  her  main-maft  (hot,  two  men  killed,  and  two 
wcfunded;  the  Mary  had  her  bowfprit  (hot^  Of  the  troopa 
there  were  only  two  lieutenants  and  thirty  men  killed,  and  four 
fuperior  oiTicers  wounded  ^  a  very  inconfiderable  lofs,  con(!der- 

« 

<  Barchet*^  naval  brQ.  p.  6x7,  Complete  hi(V,  of  Europe  for  170x9  p.  38S, 
Oldmtxon's  hift.  of  the  Stiurts,  vol.  ii.  p.  xgt. 

'  It  is  very  apparent  from  this  account,  that  the  zAion  was  extremely  warm, 
and  that  all  who  were  concerned  in  it,  did  their  duty ;  and  if  we  oonfidcr  how 
many  attempt!  of  the  fame  kind  failed  iu  the  former  reign,  and  with  how 
fmall  a  loij  this  great  a^ion  was  atchievcd,  we  (hall  be  fatitfied  thai  all  our  ad- 
mirals defervcd  the  hrghell  commendations. 

ing 


o  F   Qj;  benANNEp  19 

ing  that  the  eiiemy  had  fifteen  French  men  of  waF»  two  fri* 
gates,  and  a  fire-fhip,  burnt,  funk,  or  taken  ;  as  were  alfo  fe<* 
venteen  galleons.  As  for  the  particulars  of  the  enemy's  lofs, 
and  of  what  we  gained  by  this  great  viCXorj^  they  arc  account* 
cd  for  at  the  bottom  of  the  page  **. 

This  erent  gave  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  the  Paris  gazetteer : 
when  he  firft  fpoke  of  this  misfortune  be  affirmed,  that  all  the 
plate  was  carried  on  ihore,  and  fecured,  and  that  we  bad  five 
men  of  war  funk  in  the  attack.  Afterwards  he  retra£led  the 
firft  part  of  the  tale,  and  owned  that  a  little  filver  was  taken  ; 
but  then  he  added,  that  nine  of  our  fhips  were  wrecked  in  their 
return,  and  all  their  men  loft ;  which  fhews  how  great  an  im^ 
preflEon  this  lois  made  on  thofe  who  had  the  diredion  of  this 


V  French  fhipt  taken. 

burnt. 

and 

No.  of  gnniy. 

ran  afliore. 

L*Erperaoce» 

• 

70 

Ships  bnniU 

No.  of 

gnns* 

L*A(rQic, 

• 

*    .             66 

Le  Fort, 

• 

7« 

l.*£nflamf« 

m 

64 

a84 

Le  Prudent, 

- 

6x 

. 

L«  SoKdd, 

- 

ftf 

Takes 

by  the  Dutch. 

La  DftQp(un«,          • 

- 

4« 

Le  Bjurboo, 

* 

69 

L*£i>tcrprenant, 

- 

XI 

Le  Stiperbe, 

- 

JO 

La  Choquante,        • 

• 

8 

La  Sirenne, 

• 

60 

Le  Modere, 

• 

-         5f^ 

314 

X«e  VoluntiiMy 

• 

4^ 

]L«  Fayori,  a  firHhip, 

Le  Triton, 

- 

4» 

Eight  advice-boats^ 

• 

34» 

Taken  by  the  Engliih, 

and  brought 

Total,'  (hip«« 

Sl» 

8»nf,  fitf« 

bone. 
Le  Prompt,  -  •  76 

£c  Firme,        -  •        -        ?» 

Six  galteooi  were  taken  by  the  Engtifli,  and  five  by  the  Dutch,  who  fook  fix* 
As  to  the  wealth  on  board  the  galleont,  we  never  had  any  exa£t  accunnt  of  It. 
It  is  certain,  that  the  Spanlih  and  French  (hips  had  been  twenty  •five  days  in 
Vigo  harbour,  before  the  coofederates  arrived  there,  in  which  time,  they  dc-* 
barked  the  bed  part  of  the  plate  and  rich  goods,  and  lent  them  up  tlie  coun- 
try. The  galleons  had  on  board  when  they  arrived,  twenty  millions  of  piecet 
of  eight,  bcfides  merchandise,  which  was  thought  of  equal  value.  Of  the 
filver,  fourteen  millions  were  faved,  of  the  goods  about  five.  Four  milliona 
of  plate  were  deflroyed,  with  ten  millions  of  merchandize ;  and  aboi;it  two 
Billions  in  filver,  and  five  in  goods,  were  brought  away  by  the  RngHOi  and 
Patch, 

C  2  gazette^ 
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mm 

gazette.  Father  Daniel  gives  a  pretty  fair  accouot  of  this  tnz^ 
ter,  and  a  late  Trench  hiflorian  very  candidly  owns,  that  b^ 
this  blow  the  naval  power  of  France  was  fo  deeply  wounded, 
as  that  (he  never  recovered  if  during  the  war  T^. 

There  were  certain  circumftances  attending  thU  fuccelk  o^ 
ours  at  Vigo^  w^ich  heightened  ^ts  luftre  not  a  little.  Our 
ftatefmen  had  all  along  kept  their  eyes  upon  ti^e  galleons,  an4 
bad  a£lually  fitted  out  a  fquadron  on  purpole  to  intercept  thenst 
under  the  command  of  Sir  Cioudefley  Shovel.  Orders  li^^cwifc; 
bad  been  fent  to  Sir  George  9-9<^)^Cf  ^J  ^^e  earl  of  Notting* 
ham,  which  never  reached  hini  y  and  after  all  their  precautions^ 
Sir  CIoudeQey  Shovel'3  fquadron  would  fcarce  have  been  ftrong 
enough  to  have  undertaken  fo  ({angero^s  an  enterprize.  ^^e( 
bilhop  Burnet,  not  at  all  dazzled  with  the  brightnefs  of  this  ex- 
ploit, tells  us,  that  Sir  George  Rooke  performed  ^bis  fervipe 
very  unwillingly,  andi  did  not  make  the  ufe  of  it  he  might  have 
done  I  ia  which,  no  doubt,  he  was  impofed  on,  fince  the  fad, 
iipon  which  be  grounds  it,  is  certainly  falfe  '. 

i^ir  Cioudefley  Shovel  arrived  on  the  fixteenth  of  Qdober, 
as  the  troops  were  imbarking,  and  the  admiral  left  him  at  Vigo, 
with  orders  to  fee  the  French  men  of  war,  and  the  galleons 
that  we  had  talj^en,  and  that  were  in  a  condition  to  ^e  broughtj 
to  England,  carefully  rigged,  and  properly  fupplied  with  men. 
He  was  likewife  dire^ed  to  burn  fach  as  could  not  be  brought  - 
bome,~  and  to  take  the  beft  care  he  could  to  prevent  embezzlo- 
inents  \  and  having  appointed  a.  ftrong  fquadron  for  this  fer* 
vice,  the  admiral,  with  the  reft  of  the  fleet,  and  one  of  the; 
Spanifti  galleons,  failed  home,  and  arrived  in  the  Downs,  on 
the  feventh  of  November,  1 702,  from  whence  the  great  ftiipij 


*  See  the  complete  hiftor>'  of  Europe,  for  the  year  lyci,  p.  391, 
^  If  Sir  George  Rooke  had  been  fo  negligent  n  the  bilhop  makes  htm,  we 
hid  certainly  never  heard  of  the  Spaiiifli  fleet  ac  ^tgo  at  all }  for  though  the 
bi(hoj>  fayk,  that  the  admiral  fent  to  none  of  the  port's,  (whereas  expreflcs 
were  Tent  to  them  all  from  Lifb^n),  yet  the  matter  of  f»0  ii' clearly  this,  that 
^ir  George  fent  captain  Hardy  to  Lagns  bay,  aiid  there  be  met  with  the  onjy 
exprcfs  th^kt  wa  fent  from  Lifbon ;  fo  that  here  we  h«ve  a  cliarge,  not  only 
without  proof,  but  dircftiy  in  the  leeih  of  proof.  Burche't's  naval  hift.  p.  6x9, 
ftnrnet's  Milory  of  his  own  times,  v^l.  ii.  p.  331.     Oldmixon*s  hiflory  of  the 

^tUM'll,  Vol.  ii.  p  ipi,  api.     Annals  of  <:^uceo  Aiine,  vjI.  i.  p.'x}4,  135. 

..... 

were. 
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fircre,   about  the  middle  of  the  month,  fent  round  to  Cha^ 

'"  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel,  in  the  fpace  of  a  week,  put  the  French 
fnen  of  war,  and  other  prizes,  into  the  bed  condition  poffible  ^ 
took  out  all  the  lading  from  a  galleon,  which  was  made  prize 
by  the  Mary,  and  brought  along  with  him  the  Dartmouth , 
which  bad  been  taken  from  us  in  the  laft  war,  and  was  now 
made  pr2;;e  by  captain  Wyvill  ^  but  as  there  was  another  /hip 
pf  that  name  in  the  navy,  this  prize  was  called  the  Vigo.  He 
^Ifo  took  out  of  the  French  (hips  that  were  run  on  fliore,  fifty 
brais  guns,  and  brought  off  (ixty  more,  from  the  forts  and  bat- 
teries ;  after  which,  on  the  twcnty^fourth  of  Qftobcr,  he  fct 
i^e  ta  the  ihips  he  fould  not  bring  away.  The  next  day  be 
left  Vigo,  but  it  prqving  calm,  he  anchored  in  the  channel 
between  th^t  port  and  Bayonne,  where  he  fent  fevcral*  prifon-* 
ers  on  (bore  yfit/ti  a  flag  of  truce,  and  had  ours  returned  in 
their  ftead  ?• 

On  the  twenty-feveotb  of  0£^ober,  he  was  again  under  fail, 
intending  to  have  paffed  through  the  north  channel ;  but  the 
wind  taking  him  (hort,  he  was  obliged  to  pafs  through  that 
yrhich  lies  to  the  fouth,  ^bere  the  galleon,  which  was  the 
Monmouth's  prize,  i^ck  upon  a  itick,  and  foundered;  but 
fhere  being  feveral  frigates  on  each  fide  of  her,  all  her  men 
were  fayed  except  two.  He  was  the  very  fame  day  joined  by 
the  Dragon,  a  fifty-gun  fhipj  commanded  by  captain  Holyman, 
which  hs^d  been  attacked  by  a  French  man  pf  war  of  much 
greater  fo^ce^  and  the  captain  and  twenty-five  men  killed ;  but 
his  lieutenant  fought  her  bravely,  and  at  laft  brought  her  fafc 
into  the  fleet.  In  their  paflage  they  had  extreme  bad  weather, 
and  though  the  Naflau  had  the  good  fortune  to  make  a  very 
rich  prize^  w^ich  wa^  comii\g  from  Morlaix,  yet  that  veflel 
foundered  the  ne](t  mgrnipg,  and  the  weather  was  then  fo  bad, 
that  the  fquadron  feparated,  every  fhip  ihifting  for  itfelf  j  though 

y  Colomna  roftrata,  p.  275.  Beyer's  life  of  queen  Anoe,  p.  32.  London 
Gazette,  N*.  j86o. 

s  Thii  fqnadron  failed  from  Spithead,  the  29th  of  Sfpttmber,  1702.  Sir 
Oeorge  Rooke  arrived  in  ihe  Downs,  Noveraber  7th;  and  Sir  Cloudefley  failed 
the  2ph  of  OAobery  from  Vigo,  and  arrived  on  the  tenth  of  NoTember,  off 

the  ms  of  .\Vighi.    See  the  Load.  Gas.  N^'.  3861. 

'it  «... 
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;t]\  had  the  good  luck  to  get  fafe  to  England,  but  in  a  very  fbat* 
tcrcd  condition*. 

We  have  now  attended  the  grand  fleet  throughout  the  whole 
expedition,  and  are  next  to  mention  what  was  performed  by 
feveral  detachments  made  for  particular  ferrices.  Among  thcfe 
the  fquadron  commanded  by  captain  John  Leake,  claims  the 
firft  notice.  On  the  twentyrfourth  of  June,  1702,  he  recciTcd 
inilru£lions  from  his  royal  highnefs,  to  proceed  to  Newfound- 
]and|  with  a  fmall  fquadron,  in  order  to  prote£t  the  crade,  an- 
noy the  enemy,  and  bring  the  homeward-bound  fliips  under  his 
convoy.  He  failed  hi  purfuance  of  thefe  tnftru£^ion^,  and  ar** 
fivcd  in  Plymouth  Sound,  on  the  twenty-fecond  of  July,  where 
having  gained  the  beft  intelligence  he  could,  as  to  the  ftate  of 
our  own  affairs,  and  of  thofe  of  the  enemy,  he  fo  effcAually 
purfued  the  deiign  on  which  he  came  thither,  that  by  the  end 
of  Oftober  he  found  himfrff  ready  to  proceed  with  the  home- 
ward-bound (hips  for  England,  having  taken  twenty-nine  fail  of 
the  enemy,  and  burnt  two.  Of  thefe,  three  were  laden  with 
fait,  twenty-five  with  fifli,  5»nd  one  from  Martinico  with  fugar 
and  molaflcs,  eight  of  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Exeter, 
nine  were  ts^ken  by  the  Medway,  four  by  the  Montague,  as 
many  by  the  LitchficW,  three  by  the  Charles-galley,  and  one 
by  the  Referve,  ^elides  which,  he  burnt  and  deftroyed  all  the 
fifliing-boats  and  ftages,  isCc.  at  Trepaffy,  St.  Mary's,  Colonct, 
great  and  little  St.  Lawrence'^,  and  the  xfland  of  St.  Peter's  at 
the  entrance  of  Fortune-bay,  being  all  very  confiderable  cfta- 
blifliments  of  the  French  }n  Newfoundland,  and  of  the  great- 
eft  importance  for  carrying  on  their  fifliery  there,  and  breed- 
ing their  feamen.  At  the  latter  of  thefe  places,  there  was  a 
fmall  fort  of  fix  guns,  which  he  totally  demolifhed ;  after  all 
whkh  extraordinary  fuccefs,  he  failed  home  fafely,  though  the 
weather  was  bad,  and  arrived  with  the  fquadron  under  his 
command  at  Portfmouth,  on  the  tenth  of  November  in  the 
fame  year  *>. 

In  this,  as  in  the  former  war,  nothing  gave  us  or  the  Dutch 
more  difturbance,  than  the  expeditions  made  from  time  to  time 

*  See  Che  Londoo  Gazette,  N°.  ^B6%,  38^3.  where  it  is  faid,  that  the  rcmafatn 
der  of  the  fleet  came  in,  under  the  command  of  Sir  Stafford  Fatrbok'oe. 

t>  See  the  Loadan  Gazette,  N^.  38^1. 

bv 
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by  the  t'rench  (hips  at  Dunkirk^  where  this  year  they  had  a 
fmall  fquadron  under  the  command  of  the  famous  monfieur  de 
Pointis.  This  induced  his  royal  highnefs  to  equip  a  particulat* 
iquadron  under  the  command  of  commodore  Beaumont^  which 
had  orders  in  the  latter  end  of  the  month  of  June,  to  fail  to 
the  mouth  of  that  port,  to  keep  the  French  ftiips  from  coming 
out.  The  ftates-general  hady  for  the  fame  purpofe,  a  much 
(Ironger  fquadron,  under  the  command  of  rear-admiral  Van* 
derduflen,  for  reafons  of  great  importance,  as  they  apprehend* 
ed ;  though  it  afterwards  appeared,  that  the  French  kept  fcven 
or  eight  (hips  there  purely  to  amufe  us  and  the  Dutch,  and  to 
keep  U8  in  perpetual  motion.  According  to  the  informations 
we  had  here,  the  French  were  fometimes  faid  to  have  a  de^a 
c^  intercepting  our  homeward-bound  (hips  from  Sweden  and. 
Buflia;  according  to  others,  they  meditated  a  defcent  upon. 
Scotland ;  and  a  great  deal  of  pains  and  expeoce  it  coft  us,  f# 
guard  againft  both  thefe  defigns  ^. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Dutjch,  who  always  piqued  them- 
felves  on  having  the  beft  .and  earlieft  intelligence,  were  tho- 
roughly fatisfied,  that  the  Dunkirk  fquadron  was  not  intended 
to  attack  us,  but  them;  and  that  the  true  fcheme  of  the  French 
was,  to  make  a  defcent  upon  Zealand ;  to  which  purpofc  they 
had  hkewife  information,  that  a  body  of  eight  thoufand  land- 
forces  was  aflembled  near  Oftend.  Full  of  apprehcnfions  o\\ 
this  account,  they  re-inforced  their  fquadron  before  Dunkirk  to 
eighteen  men  of  war  of  the  line,  and  fcnt  vice-admiral  Evert- 
zen  to  command  it.  This  officer  found  himfelf  fo  ftridllr  tied 
up  by  his  inftru£kions,  that  he  could  not  afford  any  afliflance  to 
our  commodore,  when,  in  purfuance  to  orders  from  home,  he 
fcnt  to  demand  it.  However,  after  fcveral  months  fruitlefs  at- 
tendance, and  frequent  informations  given  to  the  earl  of  Not- 
tingham, that  the  French  were  at  fea,  and  gone  here  and  gone 
therC)  it  at  lad  appeared,  that  commodore  Beaumont  had  been 
all  the  while  in  the  right,  who  affirmed  in  his  letters,  that  they 
never  flirted  out  of  the  harbour^. 

It 

c  The  prefent  (late  of  Europe  for  170a,  p.  J17. 

d  Iiurchet*(  navd  hi((.  p.  p.  4}5.     Mem  >irs  of  John  Hn  Bart,  p.  311 ;.     LonJ. 
Gtz.  N°.  jS;;.    \^  all  probabUky«  the  French  thcrofelves  were  the  authnrs  'f 

ihcic 
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It  majr  not  be  atnifs  to  obfcrvc  here,  that,  in  the  beginning  of 
1702,  died  the  famous  John  du  Bart.  He  was  a  native  of 
Dunkirk,  as  fome  fay,  though  others  alledge  that  he  was  born 
at  Ncwcaftlc  upon  Tync,  but  being  carried  over  a  child,  was 
bred  up  from  his  infancy  in  the  fca-fcrvice  at  Dunkirk*.  This 
is  certain,  that  his  mother  was  an  Englifh  woman,  and  that  he 
fpent  the  firft  part  of  his  life  ih  ours  and  the  Dutch  fervice  ; 
but  having  nothing  but  his  merit  to  recommend  him,  he  obtain- 
ed very  little,  if  any,  preferment,  Vrhich  difgufted  him  fo  much, 
that,  upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  former  war,  he  entered  into 
the  fervice  of  France,  and  rofe  there  to  the  command  of  the 
Dunkirk  fquadron ;  in  which  pod  he  rendered  himfelf  ftiili- 
ciently  terrible  to  the  Englifh  and  Dutch,  by  taking  inore  of 
their  fhips,  than  almoft  all  the  other  Frenth  privateers  toge- 
ther f. 

He  was  fucceeded  ih  command  by  the  Si&ur  Pbintis,  who  had 
taken  Carthagena,  and  whom  the  French  therefore  thought  it 
proper  to  reward  j  though  it  is  certain  he  had  ndt  either  the  in- 


thcCe  pieces  of  falfe  inrelligence,  on  piirpofe  to  alarm  us  and  onr  allie««  and  to 
keep  up  (he  reputation  of  thii  formidable  fquadron.  Tkus  much  indetd  wai 
rrue,  that  the  people  in  Scotland  were  in  a  great  meafdre  difafleOed,  and  the 
French,  from  time  to  time,  promifed  them  afliftance  from  Dunkirk  ;  bat  the 
condition  of  their  marine  wai  fuch,  as  did  not  enable  them  to  undcriake  any 
rhing  of  importance;  and  indeed  the  whole  ftrength  of  the  Dunkirk  fquidroii 
was  altogether  infufficient  for  perftmnlng  any  of  the  eifterprtzei  thut  it  was  fup- 
pofed  to  be  defigned  for.  In  this,  therefore,  lay  the  error  of  our  miniAry,  that 
cbey  had  not  proper  intelligence  as  to  the  force  of  that  fquadron,  jfbr  this 
would  have  rendered  it  impoilibie  for  them  to  have  been  played  upon  as  they 
were. 

c  See  the  complete  hift.  of  Europe,  for  the  3re>r  170a,  p.  480,  481. 

r  This  du  B«rt  performed  mod  of  bis  gre^t  exploits  by  mere  dint  of  know- 
ledge. He  derived  from  nature  a  wonderful  genius  for  maritime  affairs,  and 
improved  this  by  a  Ready  application  to  them.  His  perfe£l  acquaintance  wich 
all  the  coafls,  enabled  him  to  perfortn  wonders;  becaijfe  fae^  generally  Tpeaking, 
had  to  do  with  men  much  inferior  to  him  in  this  kind  of  Ikill.  He  was  betides; 
a  mofl  eikcellent  Teaman^  and  never  trufted  to  the  care  of  others,  what  it  waa 
in  his  power  io  fee  done  himfelf.  By  this  means,  he*kepr  his  Hiips  conflancly 
clean,  and  in  readincfs  to  go  to  fea  whenever  an  opportunity  o/Tered ;  and  hii 
fiigacity  and  fuccefs  placed  him  fo  high  ia  the  efteem  of  Louis  XIV.  that  he 
generally  made  choice  of  him  for  the  extcuiion  of  the  mod  difBcuit  eoterprizca 
undertaken  during  his  reign;  fuch  as  the  convoying  the  prince  of  Conii  to  Po- 
land, and  the  cfcorting  the  tranfportt  for  the  intended  d^fceAt  oil  £ngia#9,  in 

duftrf 
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tiuftry  or  the  capattty  of  his  predccci&r.  But  if  wc  had  ooh 
thing  biit  the  in^ance  of  this  year's  trimble  and  cxpenoci  i0 
which  no  lefs  than  thirty  of  ours  and  the  ftates-gcneral's  ihipf 
Tvcre  em-^itoyed  in  watching  the  Dunkirk  fquadrpn,  it  would  be 
fufficicAt  to  ihew  the  abfohite  necei&ty  of  keeping  that  port  ia 

1 

its  difmantled  fituationi  and  never  permitting  the  French  togain 
by  pliii^er;  the  eScQs  of  other  people's  indul^ry ;  for  if  i« 
inipofid>le  any  flight  cpmoierce  carried  on  there^  in  times  of 
tranquillity,  can  make  the  maritime  powers  the  lead  amends 
for  the  ri(k  they  mail  run,  on  the  breaking  out  of  a  war,  (hould 
this  |K>rt  ever  be  reflored,  and  left  iki  that  condition  at  t 
jpcace*. 

I  am  now  to  fpeak  of  admiral  Benbow's  expedition  to  the 
Weft  Ibdies,  and  of  his  unfortunate  death,  the  memory  of 
which  I  could,  for  die  honour  of  my  country,  wifli  fhould  be 
buried  in  oblirion ;  but  fiiice  that  is  impoffible^  I  {hall  give  the 
faireft  and  fuUeft  account  of  the  matter  that  I  am  able,  ha^ 
Ving  taken  kll  the  pains  that  I  poflibly  could  j  to  be  perfectly  in* 
jformed  of  every  circumftance  relating  to  diat  afiair,  and  fball 
be  particubrty  careful  to  avoid  concealing  truth  on  the  one  fide, 
iind  no  lefs  attentive  not  to  exaggerate  it  on  die  other.  We 
have  already  mentioned  the  caufe  and  the  manner  of  admiral 
Beabow's  putting  to  fea  wkh  his  fquadron,  which  coafiftcd  of 
two  third,  and  fight  fourth  rates. 

He  arrived  at  Barbadoes  on  the  third  of  November,  1701, 
from  whence  he  failed  to  examine  the  (Vate  of  the  French,  and 
ofouroWn  Leeward-iiSahds.  He  found  the  former  in  ibme 
fcoilfuConi  and  th«  latter  in  fo  good  a  ftate  of  defence,  that  he 
did  not  look  upon  bimfelf  under  any  neceffity  of  ftayiog,  and 
thicrefere  JTaiied  to  Jamaica  f).    There  he  received  advice  of  two 

French 

t  f  hin|  ttris,  tlie  rather  bccaofe  foine  people  hsvt  Uid  a  ^at  (IreA  on  eur  com- 
merce, by  meant  of  that  port,  which,  they  would  have  us  believe,  turni  in  ch^ 
tsain  more  to  odr  advantage^  than  to  that  of  the  French.  Ir  is  certain,  however, 
that  fnch  as  are  of  this  opinion,  have  little  acquaintance  with  ihe  niaaims  of  the 
French  gtternincQt,  9r  the  attention  thai  the  preicoc  French  minjAry  pay  to 
thinsi  of  this  nature ;  there  being  perhaps  no  nation  in  the  world  where  nicer 
in^oiries  are  made  into  whatever  regards  commerce, 

k  See  the  Lend.  Gaz.  386a,  whrre  it  is  faid,  that  all  the  Aumtn,  ai 
veil  as  the  admiral  and  officers^  were  fo  well  accuflomcd  to  that  eHmaie,  tbtt 
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French  fquadrons  being  arrived  in  the  Weft  Indies,  which 
alarmed  the  inhabitants  of  that  iiland  and  of  Barbadoes  Tcry 
mucb.  After  taking  care,  as  far  as  his  ftrength  would  pcroxit^ 
of  both  places,  he  formed  a  defign  of  attacking  Petit  Gusvas-^ 
bat,  before  he  could  execute  it»  he  bad  intelligence  that  Mon- 
fieur  Dacafle  was  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hifpaniolaj  with  a 
fquadron  of  French  ihips,  having  an  intent  to  fettle  thcaffiento 
in  favour  of  the  French,  and  to  deftroy  the  £ngli(h  and  Patch 
trade  for  negroes. 

^Ipon  this  he  detached  rear-admiral  Whetftone  in  purfoit  of 
him,  and  on  the  eleventh  of  July  1 702,  he  failed  from  Jamaica^ 
in  order  to  have  joined  the  rear-admiral :  but  having  intelli- 
gence that  Ducafle  was  eiq)e£ied  at  Leogane,  on  the  north-fide 
of  Hifpaniola,  he  plied  for  that  port,  before  which  he  arrived 
on  the  twenty-feventh.  Not  far  from  the  town  he  perceived 
feveral  (hips  at  anchor,  and  one  under  fail,  who  fent  out  her 
boat  to  difcover  bis  ftrength,  which  coming  too  near  was  ta» 
ken ;  from  the  crew  of  which  he  learned,  that  there  were  fix 
merchant  {hips  in  the  port,  and  that  the  Oiip  they  belonged  to 
was  a  man  of  war  of  fifty  guns,  which  the  admiral  preflcd  fb 
hard,  that  the  captain,  feeing  no  probability  of  eicaping,  ran 
the  fhip  afliore,  and  Mew  her  up.  On  the  twenty-eighth  the 
admiral  came  before  the  town,  where  he  found  a  fhip  of  aboot 
eighteen  guns  hauled  under  their  fortifications,  which  however 
did  not  hinder  his  burning  hen  The  reft  of  the  (hips  had  failed 
before  day,  in  order  to  get  into  a  better  harbour,  viz.  Cul  de 
Sac,  but  ibme  of  our  Oiips,  between  them  and  that  port  took 
three  of  them,  and  funk  a  fourth.  The  admiral,  after  alarming 
Petit  Guavas,^  which  he  found  it  impoiEble  to  attack,  failed  for 
Donna  Maria  bay,  where  he  continued  till  the  tenth  of  AuguA, 
when  having  received  advice,  that  Monficur  DucafiTe  was  failed 
for  Carthagena,  and  from  thence  was  to  fail  to  Porto-Bello,  he 
refolved  to  follow  bim,  and  accordingly  failed  that  day  for  the 
Spanifh  coaft  of  Santa  Martha  *. 

On 

they  were  in  rery  good  healffi,  and  not  abo^e  ten  men  Tick  in  the  fiorpiral.  See 
•lA)  Burchct's  naval  hiflery,  book  v;  chap.  v.  and  the  complete  hi/^ory  of  Europe 
for  1701,  in  the  appendix.    Annals  of  queen  Anne,  vol.  i.  p.  744. 

1  Mcnmre  biftorique  et  politique,  1701.  p.  ($57,  where  there  Is  a  very  exaA 
pccottnt  of  his  proceedings,  while  on  the  coafl  of  Hirptnh^k.    See  aifo  a^ 
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On  the  nineteenth  in  the  eveningi  he  difcovered  near  that 
pllace,  ten  fail  of  tall  (hips  to  the  weftward:  {landing  towards 
them,  he  foand  the  beft  part  of  them  to  be  French  men  of 
war ;  upon  this  he  made  the  ufual  fignal  for  a  line  of  battle^ 
going  away  with  an  eafy  fail,  that  his  ftemmoft  ihips  might 
come  up  and  join  them,  the  French  fteering  along-fliore  under 
their  top- fails.  Their  fquadron  confifted  <5f  fou9  ihips,  from 
iixty  to  feventy  guns,  with  one  great  Dutch-built  (hip  of  about 
thirty  or  forty;  and  there  was  another  full  of  fbldiers,  the  reft 
imall  ones,  and  a  (loop.  Our  frigates  a-ftem  were  a  long  time 
in  coming  up,  and  the  night  advancing,  the  admiral  fteered 
atong*(ide  of  the  French  ^  but  though  he  endeavoured  to  near 
them,  yet  he  intended  not  to  make  any  attack,  until  the  Defl* 
ance  was  got  a-breaA  of  the  headmoft. 

Before  he  could  reach  that  ftation,  the  Falmouth  (which  was 
in  the  rear)  attempted  the  Dutch  (hip,  the  Windfor  the  (hip 
a-breaft  of  her,  as  did  alfo  the  Defiance,  and  foon  after,  the 
rear-admiral  himfelf  was  engaged,  having  iirft  received  the  fire 
of  the  (hip  which  was  oppofite  to  him;  but  the  Defiance  and 
Windfor  ftood  no  more  than  two  or  three  broadfides,  before 
they  luft  out  of  gun-fbot,  inlbmuch  that  the  two  fternmoft 
(hips  of  the  enemy  lay  upon  the  admiral,  and  galled  him  very 
much  ( nor  did  the  (hips  in  the  rear  come  up  to  his  adiflance  with 
that  diligence  which  might  have  been  expeded.  From  four 
oTcIock  until  night  the  iight  continued,  and  though  they  then  left 
off  firing,  yet  the  admiral  kept  them  company;  and  being  of 
opinion,  that  it  might  be  better  for  the  fervice  if  he  had  a  new 
Ime  of  battle,  and  led  himfelf  on  all  tacks,  he  did  fo,  and  the 
line  of  battle  then  (lood  thus  K 

Quns. 
The  Breda,  viccradmiral  Benbow  and  captain  Fog,  -    70 

The  Defiance,      captain  Richard  Kirby,  -  -     64 

The  Greenwich,    captain  Cooper  Wade,     *-  "        *     54 

>iccoiint  of  the  prorefdings  of  vice-admiral  Bentow,  in  th^  Weft  Indiet,  in'tbc  ap* 
pendix  Co  the  complete  hiftory  of  Eorope,  for  the  year  1702,  drawn  up  from  bit 
own  jourHiil,  p.  515,     Lend.  Oaz.  N'*.  380;,  3878* 

k  Biirchet's  naval  hift.  p.  594.    Colamoa  toftrara^  p.  a^i.     OUmixon's  hift. 
of  the  Stuarts,  vol.  ii.  p.  303. 
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The  Rubj,  captain  George  Walton,  *  -     48 

The  PendenaU,  captain  Thomas  Hodfob,  -  -  48 

The  Windlbr,  captain  John  Conilablc,  -  -     48 

The  Fakaouth,  c;iptain  Samuel  yinf;ent»  -  -    48 

On  the  twentieth  at  daj-break,  he  found  hinifelf  very  near 
the  enemy,  with  only  the  Ruby  to  aflift  him,  the  reft  of  the 
ihlps  lying  three,  four,  or  five  miles  a-ftcrn.  They  had  but 
Uttle  wind,  and  though  the  admiral  was  within  gun-(hot  of  the 
enemy,  yet  the  latter  was  fo  civil  as  not  to  fire.  About  two  ia 
the  afternoon,  the  fea-breeze  began  to  blow,  and  then  the  ene« 
my  got  into  a  line,  making  what  fail  they  could  :  and  the  re(( 
of  the  fliips  not  coming  up,  the  admiral  and  the  Ruby  plied 
(hem  with  chace*guns,  and  kept  them  company  all  the  next 
nigbt  '• 

On  the  twenty-firft,  the  admiral  was  on  the  quarter  of  the 
fecond  {hip  of  the  enemy's  line,  within  point*blank  fhot ;  btt( 
the  Ruby  being  a-head  of  the  fame  fhip,  (he  fired  at  her,  as 
the  other  (hip  did  likewife  that  was  a- head  of  the  admiral. 
The  Breda  engaged  (he  (hip  that  firft  a^acked  the  Ruby,  and 
plied  her  fo  warmly,  that  (he  was  forced  to  tow  o(F.  The  ad» 
miral  would  have  followed  her,  but  the  Ruby  was  in  fuch  i| 
condition  that  he  could  not  leave  hen  During  this  engagement 
the  rcar-(hip  of  the  enemy*^  was  a- bread  of  the  Defiance  and 
Wlndfor,  but  neither  of  thofe  (hips  fired  a  fingle  ihot"*.  On  tb<^. 
twenty*fecond  at  day-break,  the  Greenwich  was  five  leagues 
»-ftern,  though  the  fignal  for  battle  was  never  (truck  night  or. 

i  Hence  it  appears,  that  if  the  Ruby  had  deferted  admiral  fisnbow  with  the 
rt(\f  ht  could  have  done  nothing ;  but  niufl  have  been  obliged  to  reiurn  to  Ja* 
cnatca,  which  was  whac  his  captains  aimed  at;  and  if  this  could  have  been 
dfed^ed,  they  had  in  aU  probabiH  y  carried  their  poict,  and  the  whele  blint 
bad  been  thrown  upon  the  admiral;  which  fofBcicntly  demonOratcs  the  moit 
of  the  genilcman  who  commanded  the  Ruby,  viz,  the  hre  Sir  George  Walton, 
who  had,  however,  been  tampered  with  in  his  turn  .by  the  other  captains  ;  but 
when  he  came  to  be  fober,  and  toconfidcr  the  matter  better,  difcharged  his  duty 
as  became  him. 

fl)  Boyer*s  Hfe  of  cyneen  Anne,  p.  46,  49.  Mercure  hiflorique  et  poliHqde^ 
tome  34.  p.  iio,  ixi.    Admir«l  Benbow*s  ioornal. 
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{iay ;  about  three  iti .  the  afternoon  the  wind  came  foutlierlyi 
frhich  gaVe  the  enemy  the  weather*gage ''.' 

On  the  twenty«third  the  enemy  was  fix  leagues  a-head,  and 
the  great  Dutch  (hip  feparaced  from  them.  At  ten,  the  enemy 
tacked  with  the  winid  at  £.  N.  E«  the  Tice-admn*al  fetched  point* 
bbnk  within  a  ihot  or  two  of  them,  and  each  gave  the  other 
bis  broadfide.  About  noon  they  recovered  from  the  enemy  a 
fmall  Englifb  (hip,  called  the  Anne-galley,  which  they  had  ta« 
ken  off  the  rock  of  Liibon.  The  Ruby  being  difabled,  the 
admiral  ordered  her  for  Pon-RoyaL  The  red  of  the  fquadron 
now  came  up,  and  the  enemy  being  but  two  miles  off^  the 
brave  admiral  was  in  hopes  of  doing  fomething  at  laft,  and 
therefore  cpncinued  to  (leer  after  them ;  but  his  (hips,  except 
the  Falmouth,  were  fdon  a-ftern  again  i  at  twelve  the  enemy 
began  to  feparate*. 

On  the  twenty-fourtb)  about  two  in  the  morning,  thry  came 
lip  within  call  of  the  ftemmofl,  there  being  then  very  bttle 
wind.  The  admiral  fired  a  broadfide  with  double  round  below, 
and  round  and  partridge  aloft.  At  three  o'clock  the  admirars 
right  leg  was  (battered  to  pieces  by  a  chain.flior,  and  he  was 
carried  down  ;  but  he  prefently  ordered  his  cradle  on  the  quar- 
fer-deck,  and  continued  the  fight  till  day.  Then  appeared 
%ht  ruitis  of  the  enemy's  (liip  of  about  fevemy  guns,  her 
inain-yard  down  and  (hot  to  pieces,  her  fore-top-fail-yard  (hot 
away,  her  mtzen-maft  (hot  by  the  hoard,  all  her  rigging  gone, 
and  her  (ides  bored  to  pieces.  The  admiral  fooo  after  difcover-- 
dd  thd  enemy  (landing  towards  him  with  a  (bong  gale  of  wind.* 
Th«  Wmdfor,  Pendennis,  and  Greenwich,  a-head  of  the  ene* 
iftiy,  came  to  the  leeward  of  she  difabled  (hip,  fired  their  broad* 
fides,  pafi*cd  her,  and  ftood  to  the  fouthward :  then  came  the 
j[>efiance,  fired  parr  of  her  broadfide,  when  the  difabled  (hip  ra« 
fuming  about  twenty  guns,  the  Defiance  put  her  helm  a-wea- 
thpr,  and  ran  away  right  before  the  wind,  lowered  both  her 

n  We  Biirefcat*f  atfil  hifttvy,  and  the  aocoant  of  the  procee^ogs  of  vice* 
admiral  Beoboir,  fr«ai  wheace,  iadec4|  dmH  of  tbe  other  acccnnti  are  traa. 


o  Ja  this,  aU  the  accon&ti  we  haYe,  agree  \  and  nothiog  can  bt  plaiaer  tbafi 
that,  if  thde  captaiot  bad  aow  retaiacd  la  ihtir  dotf ,  moft  of  DacalTe*!  fquadroa^ 
moft  have  been  takca* 

top- 
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top-fails,  and  ran  to  the  leeward  of  the  Falmouth,  without  ^ipy 
regard  to  the  fignal  of  battle  p. 

The  enemy  feeing  the  other  two  fhips  ftand  to  th«  fouthward, 
expefted  they  would  have  tacked  and  ftood  towards  them,  and 
therefore  they  brought  their  heads  to  the  northward.     But 
when  thejr  faw  thofe  (hips  did  not  tack,  they  immediately  bore 
down  upon  the  admiral,  and  ran  between  their  difabled  (hip  and 
him,  and  poured  in  all  their  fhot,  by  which  they  brought  down 
his  main-top-faiUyard,  and  Ihattered  his  rigging  very  much,  none 
of  the  other  (hips  being  near  him,  or  taking  the  leaft  notice  of 
his  £gnals,  though  captain  Fog  ordered  two  guns  to  be  fired  at 
the  (hips  a- head,  in  order  to  put  them  in  mind  of  their  duty.  The 
French,  feeing  things  in  this  confufjon,  brought  to,  and  lay  by 
their  own  difabled  (hip,  re-manned  and  took  her  into  tow.  The 
Breda^s  rigging  being  much  ihattered,  (he  was  forced  to  lie  by 
till  ten  o'clock,  and  being  by  that  time  refitted,  the  admiral  or- 
dered his  captain  to  purfue  the  enemy,  then  about  three  miles 
to  the  leeward,  his  line  of  battle  fignal  out  all  the  while,  and 
fcaptain  Fog,  by  the  admiral's  orders,  fent  to  the  other  captains, 
to  order  them  to  keep  the  line,  and  behave  like  men.     Upon 
this  captain  Kirby  came  on  board  the  admiral,  and  told  him^ 
•<  That  he  had  better  defift ;  that  the  French  were  very  ftrong ; 
'<  and  that  from  what  was  paft,  he  might  guefs  he  could  nuke 
^<  nothing  of  it  V 

The  brave  admiral  Benbow,  more  furprizcd  at  this  language, 
than  he  would  have  been  at  the  fight  of  another  French  fqua- 
dron,  fent  for  the  reft  of  the  captains  on  board,  in  order  to  alk 
their  opinion.  They  obeyed  him  indeed,  but  were  moft  of  them 
in  captain  Kirby's  way  of  thinking;  which  fatisfied  the  admiral 
that  they  were  not  inclined  to  fight,  and  that,  as  Kirby  phrafcd 
it,  there  was  mtbing  to  be  done,  though  there  was  the  faireft  op- 


>  Ic  was  npoo  full  evidence  of  thii  fad,  that  capratn  KWby  (whom  the  Qa. 
]t?tte  calls  Kirkby)  was  condemned  for  cowardice,  though  on  other  occafiont  he 
kad  behaved  well.  Ic  was  gencr4ly  Aippofed,  chat  he  was  the  author  of  this 
icheme  \  at  leaA»  he  was  charged  wtth  being  fo,  by  Wade  and  Conftable. 

4  This  was  depofed  at  the  trial,  and  was  not  denied  by  Kirby.  After  this, 
the  officers  of  his  own  (hip  preflcd  the  admiral  to  retire  to  Jamaica,  from  an 
•f>prchen6<in,  that  thcfe  captains,  being  become  defperate,  might  go  over  to  the 
enemy,  lo  which  the  aSt£ted  adrotcal  mod  uaviHingly  canfeoted. 

portunlty 
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portUDity  that  bad  yet  offered.  Our  ftreogth  was,  at  this  time, 
one  fhip  of  fcventy  guns,  one  of  fixty-four,  one  of  fixty,  and 
three  of  fifty ;  their  tnaih>  yards,  and  all  things  elfe  in  as  good 
condition  as  could  be  expe£led,  and  not  above  eight  men  killed, 
except  in  the  vice-admiral's  own  (hip,  nor  was  there  any  want 
of  ammunition ;  whereas  the  enemy  had  now  no  more  than  four 
ffaips,  from  fixty  to  feventy  guns,  and  one  of  them  difabled  and  in 
tow.  The  vice-admiral  thought  proper  upon  this,  to  return  to 
Jamaica,  where  he  arrived  with  his  fquadron,  very  weak  with 
a  fever  induced  by  his  wounds,  and  was  foon  after  joined  by 
rear-admiral  Whetftone,  with  the  ihips  under  his  command  ^ 

As  foon  as  he  conveniently  could,  vice-admiral  Benbow  ilTued 
a  commiflion  to  rear-admiral  Whetilone,  and  to  feveral  cap- 
tains, to  hold  a  court-martial  for  the  trial  of  feveral  ofi^cnders*. 
Onthefixth  of  OSober,  1702,  the  court  fat  at  Port  Roy aJ, 
when  captain  Kirby,  of  the  Defiance,  was  brought  upon  his 
trial.  He  was  accufed  of  cowardice,  breach  of  orders,  and 
negled  of  duty;  which  crimes  were  proved  upon  oath,  by  the 
admiral  himfelf,  ten  commiflion,  and  eleven  warrant  officers ; 
by  whofe  evidence  it  appeared  that  the  admiral  boarded  Ducaile 
in  perfon  three  times,  and  received  a  large  wound  in  his  face, 
and  another  in  his  arm,  before  his  leg  was  fhot  off:  that  Kirby, 
after  two  or  three  broadfidcs,  kept  always  out  of  gun-fliot,  and 
by  his  behaviour  created  fuch  a  fear  of  his  defertioni  as  greatly 
diicouraged  the  Englifh  in  the  engagement :  that  he  kept  two  or 
three  miles  a*ftem  all  the  fecond  day,  though  commanded  again 
and  again  to  keep  his  Ration  :  that  the  third  day  he  did  not  fire 
a  gun,  though  he  faw  the  admiral  in  the  deepefl  diftrefs,  having 
two  or  three  French  men  of  war  upon  him  at  a  time ;  and  that 
he  threatened  to  kill  his  boatfwain  for  repeating  the  admiraPs 


^  The  fcafon  of  hit  retiring  is  gWcn  in  the  former  note,  and  the  troth  of 
this  account  is  ▼erified  in  the  hifloire  de  Sc.  Pomiopuc,  vol.  iv.  p.  ab3. 

•  An  account  of  the  arraignments  and  trials  of  culonel  Richard  Kirby,  captain 
John  Conftable,  captain  Cooper  Wade,  captain  Samuel  Vincent,  and  capta'^n 
Chriftophcr  Fog,  on  a  complaint  exhibited  by  the  judge  advocate,  on  behalf  of 
her  majcftyy  at  a  cru.'t-martial  held  oa  board  the  Breda,  in  Port  Rojral  haiboar 
in  Jamaica,  ire,  for  cowardice  and  other  crimes  committed  by  them,  iij  a  fight 
at  fea,  on  the  19th  of  Aoguft,  170a,  for  which  colonel  Kfrby,  and  captain  Wade, 
were  rcntenccd  to  be  thut  to  death.    London,  1703,  f^lio, 

eommaifd 
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connmand  to  fire.  He  had  very  little  to  fay  for  himfelff  ini 
therefore  was  mod  defervcdly  fentenced  to  be  (hot. 

The  fame  day  captain  Conflablc,  of  the  Windfor,  was  tried} 
his  own  officers  vindicated  him  from  cowardice,  but  the  reft  of 
the  charge  being  clearjy  proved^  he  was  fentenced  to  be  ca« 
lhiered|  and  to  be  imprifoned  during  her  majefly's  pleafufe.  The 
next  day  captain  Wade  was  triedj  and  the  charge  being  fully 
proved  by  Gjcteea  commiifion  and  warrant-officers  on  board  his 
own  fhip)  as  alfot  that  he  was  drunk  during  the  whole  ttoae  of 
the  engagement ;  he,  making  little  or  no  defencei  had  the  fame 
fentence  with  Kirby.  As  for  captain  Hudfeii,  he  died  a  few 
days  before  his  trial  (hould  have  come  on^  and  thereby  alroided 
dying  as  Kirby  and  Wzde  did  ^  for  bis  eafe  was  czafily  the  £iaie 
with  theirs  ^ 

Upon  the  twelfth)  came  on  the  trials  of  captain  Vincenti  com- 
mander of  the  Falmouth,  and  captain  Fog,  who  was  captain  of 
the  admiral's  own  (hip  the  Breda,  for  figning^  at  the  perfuaiioa 
of  captain  Kirby,  a  paper,  containing  an  oUigation  on  them* 
felves  not  to  fight  the  French.  The  fn&  was  clcar^  and  the 
captains  tbemfelves  did  not  difpute  it.    All  they  ofiered  liras  in 

t  This  is  taken  from  the  proceedings  of  the  court  marti«),  which  is  referrod 
to  in  the  London  Gazette,  N°.  3878,  where  we  have  the  fs^liowing.  ftort  ac- 
count of  the  whole  affair.  *'  As  Toon  as  M.  DucafTe,  with  his  fquadron,  «p- 
**  ptarcd  in  fight,  the  tdmiral  immediately  made  a  fignal  for  battle,  and  at* 
•*  tacked  the  enemy  very  briOcly,  and  mainraincd  the  fight  for  five  days;  fo 
**  that,  if  he  had  hcen  (econded  by  the  other  fhips  of  bis  fquadron,  be  woaid 
<•  certainly  have  talien  or  dcHroycd  all  the  French  $  bat  fonr  of  his  fhips  did  not 
"  fcfliO  him  j  the  Ruby  on  the  a  1  ft  was  dUabled,  and  afterwards  feot  Co  Port 
**  Royal,  and  the  whole  harden  lay  upon  the  admiral  and  the  Falraooib  \  who; 
•*  however,  took  a  prize,  being  an  English  velTJ,  wbick  the  enemy  had  fovmcr- 
«*  ly  taken  from  us;  difabled  the  enemy's  fecond  fhip,  fo  that  they  were obJ^«d 
•«  to  tow  her  away,  and  very  much  (hattered  the  rell  of  their  rqoadron^  wbicK 
**  (ince  is  put  into  Porto  Sello.  The  admiral  on  the  a4th,  had  his  leg  broke 
**  by  a  chain-ihot,  which  yer,  did  not  discourage  bia  from  coottnoiiif  the  fight ; 
*<  yet,  not  being  able  to  prevail  with  his  captains  to  concar  with  him  in  that 
■*  opinion,  he  was  obliged  to  give  over  bis  defign.  Oa  the  ^th  of  O^bcr, 
*•  fear  admiritl  Wbetnone,  by  commiflion  from  the  admiral,  held  a  CQart»mar* 
"  tiai,  wherein  captain  Kirby,  and  captain  Cooper  Wide,  were,  for  cowimlicc 
*<  and  breach  of  orders*  condemned  to  be  fliot  to  death,  bnt  the  <te6iti»n  he- 
**  rpited«  till  her  majefty's  pleafure  {houid  be  known.  Captain  Coirftable  beiog 
**■  c'eared  of  cowardice,  was  lor  breach  of  orders,  calhiered  froiii  her  majefty's 
**  fervice,  and  condemned  to  impritoament,  dnriog  her  pkafore.  Captain  Hnd« 
**  Con  died  before  the  trial." 

extenuation 
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bittehuatioti  of  tbeir  oflTence^  and  amounted  only  to  this,  that 
they  were  apprchcnfive  Kirby  would  have  deferred  to  the  ene- 
niyi  and  they  tool  this  ftep  to  prevent  it.  But  this  tale  wopid 
have  hardly  paffed  on  the  court-martial,  if  the  admiral  hi^pofelf 
had  not  given  fome  weight  to  their  excufes,  by  declaring,  that 
howevcir  they  might  be  overfeen  iii  fubfcribing  that  paper,  yet 
they  certainly  behaved  themfelves  very  gallantly  in  the  fight. 
For  the  jfake  of  difcipline,  the  court,  however,  thought  fit  to 
Tuipend  them ;  and  yet,  to  favour  the  captains^  this  judgment 
was  given  with  a  provifo  that  incirely  took  off  its  edge,  viz* 
That  it  (hould  not  commence  till  his  royal  highnefs's  pleafure 
i(bould  be  known  ^. 

I  cannot  help  taking  notice  of  fecretary  Burchet's  odd  way  of 
tilling  this  Ilory :  in  the  firlt:  place  he  conceals  the  names  of  the 
briminals ;  out  of  refped,  he  fays,  to  their  families,  and  becaufe 
one  of  them  (but  he  doth  not  tell  us  which)  had  behaved  well  be- 
fore; He  then  turns  himielf  to  admiral  Benbow,  and  gives  him  a 
fort  of  negative  character  in  the  following  words :  "  Thus  much 
<<  may  be  obferved  as  to  vice-admiral  Benbow^s  condiift,  that 
fi  although  he  was  a  good  feaman,  and  a  gallant  man^  and  that 
«  he  was  qualified  in  mofl  refpe£ls  to  command  a  fquadron,  ei^ 
^*  pecially  in  the  Weft  Indies^  in  which  part  of  the  world  b^ 
<<  had  had  long  experience ;  yet  when  he  found  his  captains  fo 
"  very  remifs  in  their  duty,  I  think  he  oughti  in  point  of 
<'  difcretidn,  to  have  ^mmdned  them ;  aiid  even  that  at  firft, 
^<  on  board  his  own  ihipj  and  there  confined  them^  and  placed 
"  their  firft  lieutenants  in  their  roomsj  who  would  have  fought 
«  welU  were  it  for  no  other  reafon  than  the  hopes  of  being 
«  continued  in  thbfe  commands,  had  they  furvived*.** 

«  Annals  of  <jaeeii  Anne,  vcl.  I  p.  iffp.  Oldmixon's  htftory  of  the  Stnartf, 
irol.  ii.  p.  304.    Trials  of  colonel  Kirby,  &c*  p.  i3f  '4* 

«•  l^aval  hiftory,  p.  yp3.  The  captains  who  fHfiered,  had  forae  very  great 
relations,  and,  in  all  probability,  a  defire  of  being  weil  wiih  them,  prevented  the 
iofeningthe  names  of  thefc  oflfcndcfs  in  this  celebrated  performance.  Bat  lO' 
be  To  tender  of  fjicm,  and,  in  the  very  fanoe  breath,  to  attack  obliquely  the 
c^araAer  of  fo  worthy  a  man  as  admiral  Benbow,  does  no  great  honour  to  hii 
iiiftary.  Blftiop  feurnet,  likewife,  who  if  fo  ready  on  every  occafion  to  attack 
the  chancer  of  Sir  George  Rooke,  vice-admiral  Gmydon,  and  many  others  of 
our  ii^vai  commanders*  is  wholly  filcnt  in  refpe^i  to  this  bufinefs,  there  beiog 
not  the  lead  trace  of  it  in  any  part  of  his  works,  inflaenced  no  doii]l>t  by  the  fame 
votive,  that  wroQght  Co  powerfully  upon  fccrettry  Borchct. 

Vox,,  in.  E  This, 
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This,  I  muft  confefs,  does  not  by  any  means  iatisfy  me.  Ad^ 
tniral  Benbow  was  no  prophet :  he  could  not  foretd  that  thefe 
captains  would  behave  ill,  nor  could  he  )>e  fure  that  they  did 
behave  ill,  till  they  had  frequently  difobeyed  his  fignals.  Pait 
of  the  time  he  was  warmly  engaged,  and  that  could  be  no  fea- 
Ion  for  confultation ;  and  part  of  the  time  the  weather  was  foul, 
and  then  he  could  not  call  them  on  board.  Befides,  he  was 
furrounded  by  bad  men,  and  thought  himfelf  in  fo  little  capacity 
of  punifhing  thefe  people  at  fea,  that  he  retired  to  Jamaica,  pure- 
ly to  be  fafe.  But  it  would,  methinks,  have  fuited  Mr.  Bur- 
chet's  purpofe  better,  to  have  gone  to  the  bottom  of  this  affair, 
which,  for  any  thing  I  can  learn,  the  world  is  unacquainted 
with  yet,  and  therefore  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  publifli  it. 

The  admiral  was  an  honeft,  rough  feaman,  and  fancied  that 
iiis  command  was  beflowed  upon  him  for  no  other  reafon,  than 
that  he  fliould  ferve  his  country :  this  induced  him  to  treat  cap- 
tain Kirby,  and  the  reft  of  the  gentlemen,  a  little  brifkly  at  Ja- 
maica, when  he  found  them  not  quite  fo  ready  to  obey  his  or- 
ders as  he  thought  was  their  duty  j  and  this  it  was  that  enga- 
ged them  in  the  bafe  and  wicked  deiign,  of  putting  it  out  of  his 
power  to  engage  the  French,  prefuming  that,  as  fo  many  were 
concerned  in  it,  they  might  be  able  to  juRify  themfelves,  and 
throw  the  blame  upon  the  admiral,  and  fo  they  hoped  to  be  rid 
of  him.  But  his  rugged  honeAy  baffled  them  ;  and  we  may 
gueis  at  the  fpirit  of  the  man,  by  the  anfwer  he  gave  one  of  hjs 
lieutenants,  who  expreiTed  his  forrow  for  the  lofs  of  his  leg. 
««  I  am  forry  for  it  too,'*  fays  the  gallant  Benbow  j  *«  but  I  had 
^<  rather  have  loft  them  both,  than  have  feen  this  diOionour 
*<  brought  upon  the  Englifli  nation.  But,  do  you  hear^  if  ana- 
<<  ther  (hot  (hould  take  me  off,  behave  like  brave  men,  and  fight 

«  it  out  ».'* 

J' 

The  turn  given  by  the  French  to  this  affair,  is  very  extraor- 
dinary. They  tell  us,  that  admiral  Benbow,  at  the  diftance  of 
twelve  leagues  from  Santa  Martha,  with  fcven  men  of  war,  at- 
tacked M.  DucatTe,  who,  though  be  had  but  four,  did  not  re- 
fufe  to  fight.    The  engagement  lafted  five  daqg^  and  on  the 

» 

* 

'  The  reader  will  meet  with  fome  other  particulirt  ia  the  fliemoirs  of  admi- 
ral Beobow,  coxftaiaed  in  the  foirth  volame,  and  eommunicited  bf  hit  de- 
fcendcnts. 

fixth 
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fixth  Benbow  made  all  the  fail  he  could  for  Jamaica*  He  had 
a  kg  (bettered,  and  died  a  little  while  ^terwards :  his  fh]p9 
were  mod  of  them  in  no  condition  to  keep  the  fea,  more  than 
half  their  crews  being  killed.  Only  one  (hip  of  M.  Ducafle*s 
fquadron  fufferedj  and  he  had  but  twenty  men  killed  and  wounds 
ed  in  the  whole.  However,  he  did  not  care  to  purfue  Benbow, 
who  he  did  not  believe  to  be  in  fb  bad  a  condition  as^e  really 
waS|  and  therefore  he  made  the  beft  of  his  way  to  Cartbagena, 
where  he  arrived  in  a  few  days,  and  where  his  prefence  gave 
now  as  much  joy  as  it  had  formerly  (that  is,  when  he  plundered 
it  in'conjunftion  with  monfietir  Poiim^  given  terror.  This  is  a 
very  floridi  and  at  the  fame  time  a  very  falfe  account  of  the  af* 
fair,  and  ftt>m  thence  we  may  learn  the  value  of  inquiries,  fince 
the  court-martial  at  Jamaica,  by  their  proceedings,  fet  this 
whole  bufinefs  in  its  true  light,  and  left  us  undeniable  evidence, 
that  it  was  not  their  own  bravery,  but  the  treachery  of  Bcn^ 
bow's  captains,  that  faved  the  French  fquadron  ^ 

The  refleAions  he  made  on  this  unlucky  bufinefs,  threw  th^ 
brave  admiral  into  a  deep  melancholy,  which  foon  brought  him 
to  his  end ;  for  he  died  on  the  fourth  of  November,  i7oa>  as 
much  regreted  as  he  deferved  *.  The  command  of  the  fqua-. 
dron  then  devolved  on  captain  Whetftone,  who  in  this  expedi* 
tion  afted  as  rear-admiral,  and  of  whofe  proceedings  in  the 
Weft  Indies  we  (hall  give  an  account  in  its  proper  place*  In 
the  mean  time,  it  is  requiiite  that  we  Ihould  follow  the  condemn 
ned  captains  home,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  this  difagreeables 
narration.  They  were  fent  from  Jamaica,  on  board  her  maje- 
fty's  (hip  the  Bri(Vol,  and  arrived  at  Plymouth  on  the  i6th  of 
April,  1 703,  where  (as  in  all  the  weftern  ports)  there  lay  a  dead 
warrant  for  their  immediate  execution,  in  order  to  prevent  any 
applications  in  their  favour;  and  they  were  accordingly  (hot  on 
board  the  (hip  that  brought  them  home,  and  (hewed  at  their 
death  a  courage  and  conftancy  of  mind,  which  made  it  evident| 

y  This  French^Hant  Is  taken  from  the  hiftoire  d(  St.  Doningqe,  yol.  iv- 
p.  20X,  203,  ao^^Kt  M.  Dacafle  was  to*  faraye  a  man  to  glofs  thiDgi  in  fuch 
a  manner ;  as  ^^^T^iAcr  will  be  convinced  bf  reading  his  letter  to  admiral  Ben* 
bow,  which  wtl^f  foand  in  his  memoirs.  ^ 

>  London  Gazette,  N^.  338^.  Mercme  hiftorique  et  politiqae,  torn.  Jttxir. 
p.  33s.  Boyer^s  life  of  queea  Anne,  p.  50.  Pointer's  chronological  ^iAprian, 
▼tti^  ii.  p,  497- 

1^  2  tb^t 
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,  •  .... 

that  their  behaviour  in  the  late  engagement  did  pot  flow  Srqj^ 
any* infirmity  of  nature,  but  from  the  corruption  of  their  minds  ^ 
and  I  hope  their  example  will  always  have  a  proper  effeft  on 
fuch  as  are  intruded  with  the  like  commands  *• 

I  fliould  now,  according  to  the  order  I  have  hitherto  pprfue4 
in  this  work,  take  notice  of  what  vras  tranfafted  at  home,  in 
relation  ^  the  i1l|y,  and  particularly  o(  what  palTed  in  parliament 
upon  th^fubjein^  but  as  the  queen'js  proclamation  for.  a  thankC. 
giving,  in  which  honourable  it^ention  is  made  of  the  fuccefs  at 
Vigo,  and. the  thanks  beflox^d  bv  the  houfe  of  commons  on  Sir 
Qeorge  llooke  for  his  eigAid);  in  that  affair,  will  appear  with 
greater  propriety,  when  I  come  to  the  memoirs  of  his  life  |  to 
avoid  repetitions  I  fhail  not  infift  further  upon  them  here."  I* 
muft  however  obferve,  that  .as,  in  the  cafe  of  Kirby  and  Wade. 
her  majefty  fliewed  a  ftri£(  Regard  to  juilice,  fo,  with  refped  to 
admiral  Hopfon,  (he  gave  as  lively  a  teftimony  of  her  juft  fenfe 
of  merit,  for  (he  not  only  conferred  on  him  the  honour  of 

nighthood,  but  was  gracioufly  pleated  to  fettle  upon  him  a 
penfion  of  500 1.  a-year  for  life,  with  the;  reyerfion  oi  3001.  a- 
year  to  his  lady,  in  ca(k  (he  furvived  him,  on  account  of  th^ 
prodigious  fervice  he  did  in  breaking  the  boom  at  Vigo  K 
'  But  this  extraordinary  mark  of  royal  favour  did  not  (as  in* 
deed  it  ought  not)  fcreen  him  from  a  (lri£t  examination  in  the 
houfe  of  lords,  in  conjun^lioi^  with  Sir  Qeorge  Rooke,  as  to 
the  mifcarriage  of  the  de(]gn  upon  ^adiz ;  but  upon  the  firi£le(l 
review  that  could  be  made  of  that  whole  affair,  there  appeared 
fo  little  colour  for  cenfurine  either  of  the  admirals  a^ion^,  that 
how  much  foever  their  enemies  might  dcfirc  it,  they  were  at  laft 
glad  to  let  this  matter  fall.  Indeed  the  fleet,  though  it  had  no^ 
performed  .a],]  that  \vas  expelled,  had  done  as  much  as  was  po{^ 
£blc  ("or  the  fervice  of  the  nation,  and  had  thereby  afforded  an 
opportunity  to  our  worthy  miniflcrat  Lifbon,  Mr.  Methuen,  to 
draw  over  from  his  alliance  with  the  two  crowns,  the  king  of 

*  See  the  London  Gazette,  K°.  3907.  OIdinixon*s  hil[^^  of  the  StOartf, 
vol.  ii.  p.  303.     The  complete  hiftory  o^  £aropr»  for  1703, 

b  'tbU  was  publ<(hed  in  the  Gazette  of  November  30,  i7l^^^ih  this  addi« 
lion,  that  he  wai  introdaced  to  the  queen,  when  he  reccivl^Bie  honour  o^ 
knightflood,  by  the  hand  of  his  royal  highnefl,  prince  Geurge  onBenm^rk,  lord 
J^igh-asnTiirai  of  Eng'and.  See  the  complete  hidt  (y  of  Europr,  fot  the  year 
5701, 7J.  4SS.   '  -  •  ' 

'        '     '"         '  Pprtugal, 
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Iportugalj'  to  the  intereft  of  the  allies,  and  to  conclude  a  treaty 
of  commerce  there  i  ivhich,  to  fay  bq  more,  has  been  of  much 
greater  benefit  to  the  nation,  than  many,  I  might  add  moft,  of 
the  treaties  that  l^ave  been  conp luded  fince  ^. 

There  had  hitherto  appeared  very  little  of  party-oppofitioa^ 
to  the  management  of  the  war,  and  therefore  the  fuppUes  for 
^he  fervice  of  the  yea^r  1 703,  were  very  chearfulfy  granted  and 
very  eaQly  raifed,  which  was  the  reafqn  that  the  fleet  wa^ 
much  earlier  at  fea,  had  all  things  provided  in  a  better  manner, 
at  lefs  expenpe  to  the  nation,  and  yet  fooner  chaij  they  had  ever 
been  before,  which  was  one  great  ^|fbn  why  thcfjopnch  ne* 
yer  had  any  of  thofe  advantages  they  bpafted  of  fo  mu^l|g|^he 
former  war*  In  the  month  of  March  the  queen  mac 
of  naval  promotion  ^.  The  marquis  of  Caermarthen  wl 
vanced  from  being  vice«>admiral  of  the  white,  to  be  vice-ad-* 

®  BiQiop  Burnet  glides'  this  account.  **  A  committee  of  the  hoiife  of  peers 
^'  fat  long  upon  the  matter :  they  examined  all  the  admiraU  and  land-oificers, 
ai  well  ai  Rooke  himfelf,  upon  the  who)e  progrefa  of  that  affair.  Rooke 
waf  fo  well  fnpportcd  by  the  court,  and  by  his  party  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
'*  mons,  that  he  fcemed  to  defpife  all  that  the  lords  oould  do^  fume  who  uq< 
**  dcrftood  fea-roatters,  faid,  that  it  appeared  from  every  motion  daring  the 
**  expeditioo,  th<t  he  iuf  ended  to  do  pothing  but  amufe  and  make  a  (bew;  they 
**  al(T»  concluded,  from  the  protection  that  the  minidry  gave  him,  that  they 
*'  intended  no  other.  He  took  miTch  pains  to  fhew,  how  improper  a  thing  a 
*'  defcent  on  C^diz  was,  and  how  fatal  the  attempt  muft  have  proved  :  and  in 
*<  doing  this,  he  arraigned  his  inftru^ions,  and  the  defign  he  was  fent  on,  with. 
*'  great  boldnefs}  and  (hewed  little  regard  to  the  mioiflers,  who  took  more 
**  paint  to  britsg  him  off*,  than  to  juftify  themfelves.  The  lords  of  the  com- 
**  roittee  prepared  a  report,  wbifih  was  hard  upon  Rooke,  and  laid  it  before 
the  houfe;  but  ib  (Irong  a  party  was  made  to  oppofe  every  thing  that  re- 
flcAed  on  him,  that  though  every  particular  in  the  report  was  well  proved, 
•«  yet  it  was  rejeded,  and  a  vote  was  carried  irt  his  favour,  juftifying  his  con- 
"  doft,*'  The  truth  of  this  matter  is,  that  as  Sir  George  Rooke  knew  nothing 
of  his  orders,  until  he  eame  to  execute  them;'fo  he  was  abfolutely  free 
from  dependence  on  aoy-minifler,  and  fpoke  what  he  thought  with  the  greateft 
intrepidity.  The  main  of  his  defence  was  this,  that  his  orders  were  cootra- 
^iAory ;  that  the  chief  of  then  required  his  bringing  over  the  Spaniards,  if 
poltible,  to  tiie  intoreA  of  the  booie  of  Anftria,  and  the  red  enjoined  him  to 
fioktiMir  ftips  ifl^rii  |he  town,  which  he  found  fcarce  praaicable;  and  if 
it  had  been  A^^j^V  not  at  all  eligible,  fince  at  6rfk  the  inhabitants  did  not 
difcover'any  a^Kimity:  and  if  more  had  been  done,  it  coutd  only  have 
ferve^  to  have^K  this  Spaniards  implacable ;  and  after  all,  perhaps  the  town 
might  not  havsOTcn  taken.  ■  % 

d  QldmUofi't'  Wft.  of  tbeStuarts»  vol.  li.    Annals  of  queen  Anne,  ^.  fl. 
p.  a.    Lend,  Caa.  N<*.  389O.  *^ 
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miral  of  the  red ;  John  Graydoii)  Efq;  was  made  vtce-admlral 
of  the  white;  John  Leake,  Efq;  vice»adaiiral  of  the  blae) 
George  Byng,  Efq;  rear-admiral  of  the  red ;  Thomas  Dilkes, 
Efq;  rear-admiral  of  the  whitei  and  Bazil  Beaumont,  Efq;  rear- 
admiral  of  the  blue^ 

'  The  firfl  fcheme  that  was  formed  for  performing  any  thing 
remarkable  at  fea,  was  upon  a  foreign  pbn.  It  was  intended, 
that  the  arch-duke  Charles,  who  was  to  take  upon  him  the  title 
of  king  of  Spain,  fliould  alfo  marry  an  in£uita  of  Portugal, 
and,  in  confcquence  of  that  marriage,  was  to  undertake  fome* 
thing  of  importance  imoiiaiately,  with  the  affiftance  however 
of  t^EogliOi  and  Dutch ;  and  fo  hearty  were  the  latter,  that 
thllBlft  a  fquadron  of  men  of  war,  with  near  three  thou&nd 
lanPrroops  on  board,  upon  our  coaft,  and  after  tolfing  and 
tumbling  there  for  fome  weeks,  the  proje£^  in  the  council  of 
the  imperial  court  was  changed,  the  deCgn  dropt,  and  the 
Putch  went  home  again  f. 

Sir  George  Rooke  had  propofed  a  fcheme  for  dtftrefling  the 
enemy,  by  failing  very  early  into  the  bay  of  Bifcay,  where  he 
thought,  if  tbey  had  any  men  of  war  without  Fort  Louis  and 


^  The  fopplies  granted  thts  year,  amoqnted  to  39$i7i9f  7 1.  7 1.  %A.  wbicb  ia 
tbofe  days  was  thought  an  immenfc  fans,  though  we  have  fioce  feen  much  larger 
granted,  witKout  being  well  able  to  trll  whether  for  peace  or  war.  As  to  the 
promotion,  it  was  declared  in  Che  Gaxeue  of  March  ts,  i70»,  N°.  3896, 
and  was  at  that  time  highly  appUuded,  becanfe  it  was  geoerally  conceived,  that 
tbofe  gentlemen  were  promoted  purely  in  regard  to  tbeir  merit.  It  waa  alfo 
faid  at  that  time,  that  Mr.  Graydoa  was  advanced  on  anoiber  officer's  refufing  to 
ferve  in  the  Weft  Indies. 

f  This  was  among  the  namber  of  tbofe  things  which  gave  great  olleacc  to 
the  ftates  of  Holland.  They  aAoaliy  equipped  a  fquadron,  im barked  on  board 
it  3000  land  troops,  and  fcnt  them  lb  early  as  the  month  of  January  00  tho 
coaft  of  £QgUnd,  where  they  were  to  be  joined  by  twenty  fail  of  J&nglilb  men 
of  war,  with  3000  land  troops  i  bat  the  Portnguefe  match  being  loft,  aad  the 
councils  of  the  imperial  court  taking  a  fodden  turn,  this  expedition  was  dropt, 
and  then  it  was  given  out,  that  it  was  intended  for  the  Weft  Indies;  which, 
wl^atever  efieA  it  might  have  abroad,  created  abuadaoce- ^tfj^Moodlcfs  reflec- 
tiona  at  home,  as  if  we  had  negleAed  making  war  in  tbi^^k  of  the  world, 
whero  we  were  moft  able  to  have  carried  it  on  with  fnccefs,  ^^Bp  have  drawn 
advantages  from  it.  But  the  truth  is,  our  allies  would  ncvl^Bnlent  toionr 
makindkny  conquefts  in  the  Spanifli  Weft  ladles,  and  this  rumRr  of  the  Aeett 
going  9ithcr,  was  only  fpread  to  alarm  tbc  Sfiaolards,  and  produce  fomc  good 
effcits  fa  £urope. 

Rochfort, 
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Rochfort,  they  might  be  furprized  and  taken,  or  at  leaft  the 
commerce  might  be  interrupted ;  and  for  the  performance  cff 
this  fcheme,  he  took  it  upon  bimfelf  <•  About  the  middle  of 
the  month  of  April  he  arrived  at  St.  Helen's,  with  eighteen 
fhip$  of  the  line  ^,  with  which  he  was  very  defiroua  of  failing 
on  the  intended  expedition,  without  waiting  for  tho  Dutch )  but 
this  propofition  was  not  at  firft  accepted ;  fo  that  be  remained 
there  till  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  May,  when  he  was  lb 
ill  that  he  kept  his  bed,  though  bifhop .  Burnet  is  fo  charitable 
as  to  fuggeft,  that  he  was  only  fick  of  the  expedition-,  which, 
had  it  been  true,  was  no  reflexion  upon  him,  ilnce  the  exe- 
cution of  what  b$  propofed  depended  entirely  on  its  being 
done  in  time,  and  the  putting  o£F  his  departure  was  chargeable 
on  thofe  who  were  veiled  with  that  authority  which  command- 
ed him  i. 


S  There  could  not  well  be  c  greater  fign  of  Ms  being  in  earned ;  and,  as  to 
the  nature  of  the  propofal,  it  was  ceruioly  well  calcnlated  for  preventing  the 
French  from  reaping  aof  beoeBt  from  their  trade  with  Spain,  or  the  Spaniards 
from  feeling  anf  effeds  of  French  prote^on.  Thii  agreed  czaAly  with  the 
maxim  upon  which  Sir  George  Rooke  always  went,  of  treating  the  French  as 
enemies,  and  the  Spaniards  as  allies.  For  it  was  his  opinion,  and  he  was  not 
fhy  of  declaring  it,  that  it  might  be  very  praAfcable  to  retrieve  Spain,  though 
impoiCble  to  conquer  it.  Let  it  be  confidered,  how  far  this  was  jadified  by  the 
event. 

k  Bnrchet*s  naval  hiftory,  book  Y.  chap.  xiii.  Boyer*s  life  of  queen  Anne, 
Loud,  Gaz.  N^.  390^. 

i  That  I  may  not  feem  to  charge  this  prelate  ralhly,  I  will  produce  his  own 
words :  **  This  year  things  at  Tea  (fays  he)  were  ill  defigrfed,  and  worfe  cxe> 
**  oited :  the  making  prince  George  our  lord  higb-admtrai,  proved  in  many 
**  inHances  very  unhappy  to  the  nation :  men  of  bad  defigns  impofed  00  him  s 
*'  he  undcrftood  thofe  matters  very  litile,  and  they  (heltered  ihemfelves  under 
**  his  name,  to  which  a  great  fobmiinon  was  paid  ;  but  the  complaints  rofe  (he 
"  higher  for  that ;  our  main  fleet  was  ready  to  go  out  in  May,  but  the  Dutch 
*'  Aeet  was  not  yet  come  over  j  fo  Rooke  was  fent  out  to  alarm  the  coaft  cf 
'*  France :  he  lingered  long  in  port,  pretending  ill  health ;  opon  thai  Chur- 
■*  chill  was  fent  to  command  the  fleet;  but  Roolse's  health  returned  happily 
**  ibr  him,  or  he  thought  6t  to  lay  aGde  that  pretence,  and  went  to  (ea,  where 
**  he  continued  a  pionth ;  but  in  foch  a  Nation,  as  if  his  defign  bad  been  to 
'*  keep  far  from  nwtting  the  French  fleet,  which  failed  out  at  that  time;  and  to 
*'  do  the  enem«e»  harm,  not  fo  much  as  to  dtflurb  their  quiet,  l>y  comiog  ncSr 
**  their  coails  j  i|i  lad  he  retumed  without  having  attempied  any  thing,** 

The 
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The  truthi  howeter,  was,  that  the  admiral  found  faimfdf  to 
iilf  that  he  applied  for  leave  to  go  to  the  Bath|  which  was 
granted  him  ;  and  George  Chnrchilii  Efq;  admiral  of  f^he  blue; 
was  fent  to  take  upon  him  the  comitiand.  But  he  not  arriving 
in  time,  and  Sir  George  finding  himfelf  better^  put  to  Tea,  and 
continued  at  fea  for  fomething  more  than  a  month  (  and  then 
finding  what  he  Aifpefled  at  the  Ifle  of  Wight  to  be  truei  that 
the  enemj  had  ndtice  of  his  defigny  and  that  moft  of  their 
fquadrons  had  failed;  and  therefore  perceiving  that  he  could  do 
the  nation  no  fcrvice  by  remaining  longer  On  the  French  coaft; 
returned  home  about  the  middle  of  June,  that  he  might  be 
ready  to  undertake  any  more  neceffary  fer^ice  K 

This  expedition  has  the  misfortune  to  difpleafe  fecretary  Bur- 
chet,  who  fays,  that  in  his  poor  opinion ',  a  fquadh)n  of  fmall 
(hips  might  have  had  better  fuccefs;  and>  in  my  poor  opinion. 
Sir  George  Rooke  was  as  good  a  judge  of  the  probability  of 
this  as  he.  The  queftlon  in  fuch  cafes  is  hoc  the  fucqefs^  but 
the  contrivance  and  execution  of  the  fcheme ;  and  if  thcie  be 
right,  the  condu6^  of  the  commander  cannot  be  vrfong^  and 
therefore  ought  not  to  be  blamed;  Wheil  Sir  George  Rooke 
returned,  he  was  ftill  fo  weak  and  infirm^  that  be  aiked  and  bad 
leave  to  go  to  Bath"*,  his  fuperiors  feeing  no  reafon  to  cenfure 
his  behaviour;  and  therefore,  as  foon  as  he  was  able  to  under- 
take it,  we  fhall  find  him  again  in  command,  and  employed  in 
a  fervice  of  much  greater  importance. 

The  grand  fleet  was  commanded  this  year  by  Sir  Cloudefley 
Shovel  ''•  It  confided  at  firft  of  twenty-feven  (hips  of  the  line, 
and  the  admiral  had  under  him  rear-admiral  Byng^  and  Sir 
Stafford  Fairborne;  and  being  afterwards  reinforced  ii^ith.  eight 


k  Sir  George  failed,  as  appears  by  the  Gazette,  on  the  pth  of  May;  On  ih^ 
a  3d,  he  fent  in  the  Lenox  to  Portfmootb,  with  a  Frenclt^£«ft  India  (hip  worth 
ioo,oooUon  the  iftfa  of  June,  he  fent  in  Lord  Daifley,  who  cemiBanded  the 
Litchfield,  «'ith  a  French  man  of  war  of  36  ^uns,  and  a  Weft  India  mcrthant- 
man,  worth  40,000 1.  and  on  the  x%d  of  June,  Sir  George  returned  wtch  many 
prize!  from  the  Weft  Indies.  This  is  the  plain  £ngli(h  of  the  prel*te*s  -withia 
Miumpting  AK)  thing, 

J  Nav«l  bift.  p.  6^$,  ^  See  our  memoirs  of  Sir  George  l^ooke,  in  this 

vol.  ^  Burnei's  hift,  of  bis  own  times,  vol.  ii.  p.  358.     Burcbet*s  naval 

hill,  book  V.  chap.  xir.  AnntU  of  Qoeea  Aone,  vol.  ii.  p.  pff.  Load.  Gzt^ 
H°.  39^8. 
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ihips  more,  th^fc  were  commanded  t)y  vicc-admiirial  Leake*'* 
His  in(lru£tions  vrtrt  very  large ;  but  all  of  chem  might  be  re* 
duced  to  thefe  three  heads^  viz.  antioying  the  enemy,  afiifting 
our  allies)  and  pr6te£ting  oiir  trade.  He  waited  till  the  middle 
of  June  for  the  Dutch,  and  then  was  joined  bnly  by  twelve 
(hips  of  the  line,  carrying  three  flags  $  and  it  is  certain,  that  if 
the  force  he  had  with  him,  had  beeii  better  adjofted  than  it 
was  to  the  things  he  had  orders  to  perform,  yet  the  time  allow* 
ed  him,  Which  was  only  till  the  end  of  September^  was  much 
too  fhort;  fo  that  it  was  really  impbilible  for  him  to  execute  the 
fervices  that  feeoled  to  be  expe£led  p.  He  reprefented  this,  and 
is  commended  for  it  by  bifhop  Burnet  ^,  who  had  notwitbftand- 
iog  cenfured  another  admiral  for  the  fame  thing  before  ;  how* 
ever.  Sir  Clotid^fley  Shovel  was  ordered  to  obey,  and  he  did 
(b,  bat  was  ot>t  able  to  get  clear  of  the  land  till  hear  the  mid- 
dle of  Ji^ly)  having  alfo  a  fleet  of  upwards  of  two  hundred  and 
thirty  merchant -nien  uhdeir  his  convoy; 

On  the  tWenty-fourth  he  arrived  off  the  rock  of  Li(bon, 
where  he  held  a  council  of  war,  in  which  the  rendezvous  was 
aj[>pointed  to  be  held  in  Altea*bajf  ^  He  pui-fued  bis  inftruc- 
dons  as  far  ais  he  was  able^  and  having  fecured  the  Turkey  fleet, 
he  intended  to  have  ftaid  focle  time  upon  the  coaft  of  Italy. 
But  tht  Dutch  admiral  ihform'el  bim^  that  both  his  orders  and 
his  v^fkuals  required  his  thinking  of  a  fpeedy  return  ^  and  it 
was  with  much  difficulty  that  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  prevailed 
upon  him  to  go  to  Leghorn '.  In  the  mean  time,  the  inflruc- 
tions  he  had  to  fuccour  the  Geveonois,  who  were  then  in  arms 
dgainft  the  FVcnch  king,  were  found  impradicable  with  a  fleet ; 

*  Lond.  Gi^.  N®.  3931,  3933' 

P  This,  as  I  obferve  in  the  text,  is  ingenlonHy  eonfettcd  by  bifhop  Barnef, 
^ho  canki  hU  TtAtCdoM  on  this  fubjcA  very  far;  he  fays,  it  was  not  eafy  to 
*iaia^nc  what  the  dcfign  of  To  great  an  expedition  could  be.  Much  was  faid  to 
the  iame  pmrpoCt  in  the  houfe  of  lucds;  bat  nobody  refleOed  upon  the  ad* 
Biiral',  as  indeed  there  was  no  reafon  for  it.  But  then,  I  confefs  I  do  not  fc* 
why  the  fame  joAice  fliould  ftot  be  done  to  other  admirals,  when  their  conduA 
•ppears  to  have  been  as  innocent,  or  as  laudable* 

1  Htftory  of  his  own  timet,  yol.  ii.  p.  358.  r  Otdmixoo's  hid.  of 

cbe  Stnarts,  vol.  »•  p.  31 1»    Annals  of  q^n  Anne,  vol.  ii.  p.  98.     Lond.  Gas. 
N<>.  J94«»  •  Barchct**  naval  hift.  p.  6$$,    The  complete  Liftory  of 

Europe,  for  1703,  p.  415.     Lond.  Gaz.  K^.  39^5,  3958. 
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and  therefdrc  the  admiral  contented  bimfelf  with  doing  all  tbac 
could  be  done,  which  was, to  fend  the  Tartar  and  the  Pembroke 
upon  that  coaft,  where  they  alfo  found  it  impoSible  to  do  any 
thing  K  The  adioiral  then  detached  captain  Swanton  to  Tunis 
and  Tripoli,  and  fent  rear'^admkal  Byng  to  Algier^  to  renew 
the  peace  with  thofe  ftates>  and  on  the  twenty-fecond  of  Sep- 
tember arrived  off  Altea,  from  whence  he  fboa  after  {ailed  for 
En^and". 

On  the  twenty^leventby  in  theStreigbts-mcmtht  he  met  with 
an  Algerine  man  of  war  becalmed^  upon  which  he  immediately 
took  her  ulider  his  proteftion,  till  all  the  Dutch  fhips  were  paf- 
fed.  In  this  he  certainly  performed  the  part  of  an  Englifli  ad* 
miraf,  prefervtd  the  reputation  of  our  flag,  did  great  fervice  to 
our  trade,  and  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  French  to  prac* 
tiie*iipoB  thofe  piratical  ftates  to  our  difadyantage,  at  they  had 
done  formerly  ^.  HaTing  intelligence  that  a  fleet  of  merchant 
fhips  waited  for  a  convoy  at  Liibon,  he  fent  Sir  Andrew  Leake 
thither  with  a  fmaU  fquadron  '»  who  efo^ed  them  fafe  into  tlie 
Downs  r. 

On  the  fixtetnth  of  Novemberi  the  fleet  being  off  the  lile  of 
'Wight,  the  Dutch  croweded  away  for  their  own  ports^  and  left 
the  admiral  to  ftecr  for  the  Downs,  which  he  did ;  bot  before 
he  made  land,  captain  (afterwards  Sir  John)  Norris  ia  the  Or« 


^  Tt  11  ckar,  that  the  Dutch  were  viAualted  for  (till  a  fliorter  tine  than  our 
UteC)  anHi  if  I  dnrfl,  I  wouU  roggeft,  that  our  miniftry  were  obKged  k> 
oompif  with  the  fthamct  of  our  aUtes,  io  Cueh  joint  espe4itioM.  lAr.  Old*' 
mtxon  ha^  given  •  Urge  account  of  the  atteapt  made  in  favour  of  the  Ceveo- 
Hois,  and  has  fully  vindicated  the  admirars  condu^. 

u  London  Gazette,  N^,  39tff »  3966,  Annalf  of  queen  Anne,  voL  ii«  p. 
107.  ^  Burchci*s  naval  hiQory,  p.  <$S5*  *  Lond.  Oaa* 

K«>.  3969. 

y  It  is  certain,  that  Sir  CloudcHey  gained  as  much  reputation  in  this  expedf* 
tion,'  as  it  was  pofiibfe  for  an  admiral  to  do  who  had  no  opportunity  c»f  fight- 
ing; and  therefore,  thofe  people  feem  to  carry  things  too  far,  who  f^y  that 
this  lieet  did  neither  hort  our  enemies,  nor  proteA  our  friends;  whereas,  in 
truth,  alt  cirenmftances  confidered,  it  did  both ;  and  our  allies  the  Dutch 
were  very  well  contented  with  what  was  done;  imagining,  that  the  proteAion 
of  their  own  trade  was  a  maUer  of  al  great  importance,  at  lead  to  tbtm^  as  the 
ftipport  of  king  Cfearles*s  title  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  wlHch  the  court  of  Tien^ 
tu  iefi  at  that  lime  Intirely  to  the  coofiedcrates. 

ford. 
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ford,  a  fhip  of  the  third  Vate»  together  with  the  Warfpight  of 
feventy  guns,  and  the  Litchfidd  of  fifty^  being  a*head 'of.  the 
fleet,  gate  cbace  to  a  French  fhip  of  war,  and  beginning  m 
engage  abont  eight  at  night,  the  difpute  continued  till  two  in 
the  morning,  when,  having  loft  her  fore-top-inaft,  and  a}l  her 
fails,  and  her  ftandiog  and  running-rigging  being  mueh  (hatter* 
ed|  ihe  ftruck.  This  iliip  came  from  Newfoundhuid,  iiz$ 
commanded 'by  Monfienr  de  la  Rue,  was  named  the  Hazardous 
and  had  fiftjf  g^ns  mountedi  with  three  hundred  and  ferenty 
men ;  but  had  more  ports,  and  was  larger  than  any  of  our 
fixty-gun  fhipsi  fo  that  ihe  was  rcglftered  in  the  lift  of  our 
royal  navy  *. 

This  espedition  did  not  reflcA  much  boncnir  upon  the  nation, 
and  therefore  it  created  fome  murmurs  i  but  thefe  fell  where 
they  ought  i  not  upon  the  admiral,  who  certainly  did  all  that 
was  in  hit  power,  but  upon  tbofe  who  framed  the  proje&,  and 
gate  the  admiral  his  inftru^ons,  and  who  were  thought  to 
have  rather  more  power  than  parts. 

.  But  while  the  grand  fleet  was  at  fea,  rear-admiral  Dilkes 
performed  a  very  acceptable  fervice  to  his  country  on  the  French 
coaft.  For  the  lord  htgh«admirars  council  having  intelligence, 
that  a  confiderable  fleet  of  French  merchant-ihips,  with  their 
convoy,  were  in  Cancall*bay,  orders  were  fent  to  the  rear-ad- 
miral, who  was  then  at  Spithead  with  a  finall  fquadron,  to  fail 
immediately  in  purfuit  of  them,  which  be  did  on  the  twenty- 
fecond  of  July  *•  On  the  twenty*fourth,  he  ordered  the  cap* 
^ain  of  the  Nonfuch  to  ftrctch  a-head  of  the  fquadron,  and 
ftand  as  near  Aldemey  as  be  could,  and  fend  his  boat  alhore 
to  gain  intelligence.  On  the  twenty^fifth  he  ftood  towards  ther 
Cafquets  for  the  fame  porpofe,  and  at  fix  in  the  evening  an« 
chored  off  the  foutb-weft  part  of  Jerfey ;  from  whence  he  fen( 
captain  Chamberlain,  commander  of  the  Spy  brigantine,  to  the 
governor,  that  he  might  obtain  from  him  the  beft  intelligence 
he  could  give. 

»  Burchet'fi  naval  hi(lory,  p.  6j6.  Oldmljios's  hift.  of  the  Stumi/vol.  \U 
f,  313.  Boyer'i  life  of  <|ucco  Anne,  p.  85,  86.  London  Gas.  N^.  3968. 
'»  8orcbct*ft  nt?al  hIAory,  Aonalt  of^ucen  Anne,  Vol.  ii.  p.  I2.  Loiul.  Cas« 
«".  3934. 

Fa  Tha 


44  NAVALHISTORY 

The  governor  fent  to  him  capuin  James  Lamprier,  and  cap* 
^ain  Thomas  Fipon>  who  well  underwood  that  coaft,  by  whom 
being  informed  of  a  fleet  about  forty  iail,  plying  to  the  wind* 
ward  on  the  fifteenth  to  get  to  Granville,  the  rear-actmiral» 
upon  conAiUation  at  a  council  of  war  with  the  pilQtSt  rciblved 
to  fail  immediately,  ti^QVgh  the  tide  fell  crofs  in  the  pigbt,  that 
getting  cldax:  of  the  weftermoft  rocks  of  the  Minques,  he  might 
ittack  the  enemy  by  break  of  day ;  which  fucceeded  perfie^y 
well }  for  the  next  morning,  the  twenty-fixtb,  hj  daj-light* 
perceiving  the  enemy  at  an  anchor  about  a  league  to  the  weft- 
Ward  of  Granville,  they,  upon  his  approach,  got  under  fail,  and 
ilood  in  for  the  fliore.       -  •  •      ' 

The  rear-admiral  followed  them  as  far  as  the  irilot  would 
venture,  and  found  them  to  confift  of  forty-three  merchant* 
fliip9,  and  three  men  of  war.  Being  come  within  four  feet 
water  more  than  the  ihip  drew,  he  manned  all  his  boats,  and 
the  reft  of  the  (hips  did'  the  fame.    By  noon  he  took  fifteen 

« 

fail,  burnt  fix,  and  fank  threp ;  the  reft  flood  fo  far  into  a  bay^ 
between  Avranche  and  the  mount  of  St.  Michael,  that  in  the 
judgment  of  the  pilots,  our  fhips  could  not  attack  them ;  where- 
upon, on  tne  twenty-fcventh  in  the  morning,  it  was  refolved  at 
a  council  of  war,  to  go  into  the  bay  with  the  He£kor,  Mer« 
maid,  a  fire-fhip,  the  Spy  brigantine,  a  (hip  of  fix  guns,  taken 
the  day  before  from  the  enemy,  a  ketch  fitted  out  as'a  fir&>fliip, 
and  all  the  boars  of  the  fquadron,  which  was  performed  be- 
tween ten  and  eleven  in  the  morning,  the  rear-admiral  being 
prefcnt,  accompanied  by  captain  Fairfax,  captain  Leggt  and 
captain  Mighells  i  as  alfo  by  the  captains  Lamprier  and  Pi- 
pon  \ 

There  were  three  fhips  equipped  for  war,  one  of  eighteen 
guns,  which  the  enemy  burnt,'  the  fecond  of  fourteen  guns, 
which  Mr.  Paul,  firft  lieutenant  of  the  Kent,  fet  on  fire,  who 
in  this  fervice  was  mot  through  the  lower  jaw,  and  four  men 
killed,  and  a  third  of  eight  guns,  which  was  brooght  off.  Se- 
venteen more  of  the  merchant-fhips  were  burnt  and  deftroyed, 
by  this  fecond  attack,  fo  that  of  the  whole  fleet  9nly  four 

b  Boyer's  life  of  quren  Arne.    OMmixon'i  Hftory  of.  the  SfuarCf,  vol.  ii. 
Mffcure  hiOoriqae  etpolric^ne,  Came  xxxr,  p.  230,  23'. 

*•  .  •  •  •  • 
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^aped,  by  gettiog  uader  the  commaod  of  GranTiDc-fort.  The 
enemy,  during  this  attack,  feat  feveral  large  fhallops  from 
Granville,  but  with  no  fuccefi,  the  rear»adiniral  having  manned 
a  brigantine  with  eighty  men,  and  another  veflel  of  fix  gun% 
with  forty,  who  covered  all  the  bosits.  This  laft  veflel  unfor- 
tunately run  a-^Qund,  which  obliged  the  rear*admiral  to  bur^ 
Her.  There  were,  during  the  time  of  this  a&ion,  about  five 
thoufand  of  (he  enemy  fe^n  on  fhore,  but  they  did  not  advance 
nesu:  enough  to  do  their  own  people  any  fervice,  or  ours  any 
hurt.  The  queen,  to  teftify  her  kind  acceptance  of  (o  chear-« 
ful  and  fo  ctfeAual  a  fervice,  ordered  gold  medals  to  be  ftnick 
on  this  occaGon,  and  delivered  to  the  rear-admiral  and  all  hir 
oiEcers,  who  certainly  had  very  wcU  deferved  them^ 

We  are  now  to  fpeak  of  the  greateft  difaf^er  that  had  hap* 
pened  within  the  memory  of  man,  at  leaft,  by  the  fury  of  the 
winds,  I  mean  the  ftorm  which  began  on  the  twenty- fixth  of 
November,  1703,  about  eleven  in  the  evening,  the  wind  being 
W.  S.  W.  and  continued  with  dreadful  fialhes  of  lightning, 
till  about  feven  the  next  morning^  The  water  flowed  to  a 
great  height  in  Weftminfter/rh^l],  and  London-bridge  was  in  • 
manner  ftopt  up  with  wrecks.  The  mifchief  done  in  London 
was  computed  at  not  lefs  than  a  million,  and  the  city  of  Briftol 
fuSered  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  poupds* 
But  the  greateft  lofs  fell  upon  our  nayy,  of  which  there  pct 
filhed  no  lefs  than  thirteen  (hips,  upwards  of  fifteen  hundred 
fcamen  were  drowned ^^  ;.amongft  whom  was  Bafil  Beaumont, 

c  See  the  ^ond,  Qaz.  N^.  ^37,  39^ 

4  The  following  it  the  bed  account  tbat  can  be  giTen  of  chf  partiniUrs  of 
ihU  great  lofs  : 

I.  The  Rpferre,  ■  fourth  rate,  captain  John  Anderfon  commander,  loft  at 
Tarmooth.  The  captain,  the  ftirge^n,  the  derk^  and  44  men  faved ;  the  reft 
of  the  crew  drowned,  being  175. 

II.  The  Vangoard,  a  fecond  rate^  funk  in  Chatham  harbour,  with  neither 
men  nor  guna  in  her, 

ITT.  The  Northumberland,  a  third  rate,  captain  Greenway,  lo(!  on  the 
ifoodwin  fands  $  all  her  company  wat  loft,  being  220  men,  including  twenty* 
four  marines. 

IV.  The  Sterling  Caftle,  a  third  rate,  captain  Johofon,  on  the  Goodwin  (ands^ 
79  men,  of  whivh  were  fear  marioe  officers  Cvrtd^  the  reft  were  Jrowoed^  be. 
ihg  3C6« 

V.  The 
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Efq;  rear-admiral  of  the  Uue,  who  had  been  cinidojed  all  that 
year  in  obferviDg  the  Dunkirk  fquadron,  and  had  by  hia  great 
care  and  condtt&  preferred  our  merohant-fliipa  from  £sdling  into 
the  hands  of  the  French  privateers  \  which  fervice  appeared  the 
niore  conSderaUe  by  the  great  loflei  the  .Dutch  this  year  fo(- 
tained  *.     He  was  in  all  other  reipeds  a  man  well  qoalifi^  for 


V.  The  Mary,  a  fourth  rate,  rear-admiral  Beanmont,  captain  SJvard  Ha^ 
|bn,  on  the  Goodwin  fandc,  the  capeaio  and  porier  a-lhore ;  one  man,  vbofe 
name  wat  Tht>nas  Atklnt,  iavcd ;  the  red,  to  tha  number  of  869,  «nib  the 
taar^admiral.  drowned.  The  efcape  of  thU  Atkins  was  very  temarkaAik,  He 
faw  the  rear-admiral,  vhen  the  (hip  was  breaking,  get  apon  a  piece  of  her 
quarter-deck,  from  which  he  was  Toon  wafhed  off;  and  about  the  lame  time, 
Atkins  wu  tolled  by  a  wave  into  the  Stcrling-Caftle;  which  finking  fxm  after, 
he  was  thrown  the  third  man  imp  ber  boat,  by  a  wave  that  wvfted  him  from 
the  wreck. 

VT.  The  York,  a  fourth  rate,  captain  Smith,  loft  at  Harwich  j  all  ber  mei 
faved  except  four. 

V2I.  The  Mortar-bomb,  a  fifth  rtte,  cafuin  Raymond,  00  the  Goodwin 
fands  \  all  her  company  loO,  being  45, 

VfTT.  The  Eagle  advice-boat,  a  fixth  rate,  captain  Boftock,  loft  oa  the  ooaft 
of  SufJex  ;  all  her  company,  being  45,  faved. 

IX,  The  Refolotion,  a  third  rate,  captain  Liile,  on  the  coaft  of  Stiiles ;  aU 
ber  company,  being  an,  favicd. 

X«  The  Litch6eld-pri^,  a  fifth  rate,  captain  Chamberlain,  00  the  ooaft  of 
Saflex  ;  all  her  company,  being  108,  faved. 

XI.  The  Newcaftle,  a  fourth  rate,  captain  Carter,  loft  at  Sptthead  ;  the  car- 
penter and  39  men  were  fared,  and  the  reft,  being  19  j,  drawned. 

XII.  The  Vefaviui  fire-lbip,  a  fifth  rate,  captain  Paddoo,  at  Spithead  j'niJi  her 
company,  being  48,  faved. 

XIII.  The  Reft  oration,  a  third  rate,  captain  Emms,  387  men,  on  the  Good- 
win fands ;  not  one  faved. 

Sir  Clondefley  Shovel  wu  then  in  the  Downs  with  feveral  great  ftiips,  which 
were  alt  in  the  ntmoft  danger ;  he  cot  his  maia-maft«by  the  board,  which  favod 
the  (hip  from  rnoniog  on  the  Galloper  of  the  breach,  of  wbich  ihe  was  thea  in 
view.  Sir  Stafford  Fairborne  had  his  flag,  as  vice-admiral  of  the  red,  flying 
In  the  Afibciation,  in  which  he  was  driven  firft  to  Gotteoburgb,  and  then  to 
C  ''penhagen,  from  whence  he  did  not  get  home  till  the  next  year.  The  Re« 
venge  was  forced  from  her  anchors,  and  with  much  ado,  after  driving  fome 
time  on  the  coaft  of  Holland,  gnt  into  the  river  Medway  *,  the  RofteV  captain 
Townfrnd,  was  forced  over  to  Holland,  and  the  Dorfet,  captain  Edward  Whit* 
akcr,  afer  ftriking  thrice  on  the  Galloper,  droves  fortnight  at  fea,  and  then 
got  fafe  to  the  N  >re« 

«  Barchec's  naval  hift.  book  v.  chap.  15.  Burf)et*s  hift.  of  his  own  times, 
vol*  u.     Lond.  Gaz.  ^N^.  3^71* 
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theidk-Tice  of  his  country,  and  what  made  hU  1q&  moft  regset-' 
eel,  he  died  in  the  floiver  of  his  age,  and  in  the  heat  of  the 
"War.  Thcfe  lofles,  how,  much  foever  they  might  ^Sk&  us  at 
honic»  feirred^in  ibme  meafurd  to  raife  our  reputation  abroad^ 
for  orders  were  inn  mediately  ifliied  for  building  more  fhips.  thaa 
vere  deftroyed ;  and  the  queen,  by  federal  gracious  bounties^ 
gave  fttch  and  fo  fpeedy  relief  to  fliipwrecked  feamen,  and  to 
the  diftrefied  widows  of  fuch  as  were  drowned,  as  might  have 
endeared  her  to  her  fubjeQs,  if  (he  had  not  already  fo  fuliy^ 
poflfciled  their  hearts,  as  to  render  any  increafe  of  affe£iion  im* 
poffible^ 

Charles,  arch*duke  of  Auftria,  being  declared  king  of  Spain 
by  has  father,  and  owned  as  fuch  by  the  allies,  Sir  George 
Rooke  was  fent  in  the  month  of  0£lober  to  Holland,  in  order 
to  convoy  his  Catholic  majefty  to  Liibo;n  s.  There  the  Dutch 
not  being  ready,  the  admiral  was  forced  to  continue  for  fome 
time,  and  then  the  great  ftorm  occafioned  a  new  delay ;  at  lafl 
he  embarked,  and  with  a  joint  fquadron  of  Engji/h  and  Dutch 
ffaips,  and  a  eonfiderabie  number  of  tranfports,  with  land* 
forces  on  board,  he  arrived  at  Spithead  on  the  twenty- fixth  of^ 

f  On  the  nth  of  December*  the  queen  published  a  proclamation  for  a  £ene- 
ril  fad,  on  Wednefday  cht  i^t^  of  Jtnuary  fuUowing,  which  was  kept  with 
wonderful  ft riAncfs ;  in  the  Gatette  of  December  tCth,  the  lord  bigh-«dmiral, 
by  an  advertifeoieot  iiat'ed  the  13th,  gives  notice,  chat  the  companiei  of  her 
raajedy*!  (hips*  which  were  caft  away,  (hoald  be  paid  that  day  month,  which 
wasd«ne  aetordingly;  and  in  the  Gazette,  H^.  397^,  appeared  the  foUowii><; 
order : 

**  Her  majefty  taking  into  cdnftderatioftj  the  great  lofit  foftained  by  the  fa* 
*'  railict  of  fach,  as  being  in  her  majefty*!  fervice  at  fea,  periflied  by  the  late 
*<  ftorm ;  her  majefty,  with  the  advice  of  her  privy  conncil,  is  pleafed  to  or- 
*<  der,  as  it  Is  hereby  ordered  accordingly,  that  the  widows  and  families  of 
'*  fuch  commiiCon  and  other  officers  and  fcamen  as  have  periftied  by  reafon  of 
**  the  late  ftorm,  in  her  majefty^s  fervice  at  fea,  be  intiik-d  to  her  majcfty*s 
<*  boanty  in  the  fame  manoer,  as  if  they  had  been  a£iuaS|y  killed  in  fight,  in 
*'  her  majefty's  fervicfe  at  fea,  according  to  the  eftabliOiment  in  that  behalf. 
"  And  his  ro)'al  highnefs  prince  George  of  Denmark,  lord  high-admiral,  h  de- 
"  fired  to  give  the  necefliry  dlreAions  herein  accordingly." 

The  houfe  of  commons,  which  was  then  fitting,  addrefled  her  majefty  upon 
this  ffflaneholy  occaHon,  dcfiring  her  to  give  iiftmediate  direfiions  for  repairir.0 
this  lofs,  and  to  build  fuch  capital  (hips  as  ftie  ftioold  think  fit,  and  promifed  to 
make  good  the  ex  pence  at  their  nejit  meeting. 

I  X^od,  Gaz.  U°,  395^. 

Decern- 
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December*;  he  was  there  complimented  by  the  dukes  of  Sb- 
merfet  arid  Marlborough,  on  the  road  to  Windfor  roet  by  his 
royal  highncfs  th*-^rincc  of  Denmark,  and  on  his  arrttral  was 
received  with  all  imaginable  marks  of  refpeft  by  tbe  queen,  for 
whom  he  fhcWcd  greater  dfcfcrcnce  than  was  even  expected  by 
the  Englifli  court*.  Here  we  will  end  the  naval  trahfaAions 
in  Europe  for  this  year,  and  proceed  to  take  a;view  of  what 
p'affed  in  America,  after  the  death  of  admiral  BenboW  ib  Ja^ 
maica*'. 

The 
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1  Burr.ct*s  hidory  of  his  own  times,  vet.  ii.  p.  354.  '*  A)>ovt  the  end  of 
December,  (fays  the  M(hup),  the  king  of  Spain  landed  at  ^ortfmonth.  Tht 
^'  tiuke  uf  Somctfec  ^as  feht  by  the  queen  to  feeefve  hSm,  and  Co  bring  him  t6 
'*  an  inter yiew^  which  wai  to  be  ac  Windfor  |  prince  George  went  and.  met 
**  him  on  the  way,  and  he  was  treated  with  great  magnificence ;  the  court  was 
**  very  fplcndid,  and  much  thtonged,  the  queen^s  behaVioiir  tOwardi  biiki  was 
**  very  noble  and  obliging :  the  young  king  charmed  all  'khat  vtore  tbere^  be 
**  had  a  gravity  beyond  hit  age,  leiQpered  with  mnch  modefiyy  his  behavsonr 
'*  was  in  all  points  To  cxa£t,  that  there  was  not  a  circamftaoce  in  his  wbole  de- 
•*  portmcnt  that  was  liable  to  cenfure  :  he  paid  an  extraordinary  refpcA  to  the 
**  queen,  and  yet  maintained  a  due  gireatnefs  in  it ;  be  had  aa  art  of  Teeming 
**  well  pleafcd  with  every  thing,  without  fo  much  as  Tmiling  once  all  the  while 
*'  he  was  at  court,  which  was  only  three  days  :  he  fpoke  but  little,  and  all  be 
**  Taid  was  judicious  and  obliging,'*  Annals  of  ^ueeo  Anne,  vol.  ii.  p,  115. 
Lond.  G«z.  N°.  3980. 

k  Mo(l  of  our  hidorians  hare  placed  Sir -George  Rooke*i  voyage  Co  Lifboii 
in  1703,'  which  is  what  I  do  not  underftand,  fince  he  did  not  leave  England  till 
the  month  of  January,  1704,  and  therefore  I  have  conteoted  myfelf  with  pla 
cing  that  pari  of  hi&  expedition  within  this  year,  which  fell  out  in  it,  and  left 
the  red  to  be  related  in  its  proper  place.  I  fhall  take  this  opportunity  of  ob* 
ierving,  that  the  arch  duke  Charles  was  proclaimed  king  of  Spain  at  Vienna, 
on  the  lath  of  September,  N.  S.  his  Journey  to  Portugal  being  then  refolved 
on.  The  choice  made  of  Sir  George  Rooke  to  bring  him  over  hither,  and  con- 
voy him  to  Lisbon,  was  a  clear  proof  that  his  conduA  was  equ4ly  approved  at 
home  and  abroad.  Tildeed  it  could  not  be  otherwife,  for  every  body  at  this 
timr,  waf  fati^fied  that  our  minidry  dcfigned  to  place  king  Charles  III.  on  the 
throne  of  Spain,  pardy  by  afliiting  the  Spaniards,  t»ho  fboo'd  declare  for  him^ 
hut  chiefly  by  compelling  the  Frefich  to  abandon  the  caufe  of  his  rival.  Now 
thii  was  exiAly  agreeable  to  Sir  George  Rooke*!  way  of  thinking,  who  was 
for  treating  the  Spaniards  kindly,  and  fighting  only  wi(h  the  French.  I'his  be  • 
ing  conddcred,  we  may  eafily  account  for  the  making  choice  of  Sir  George 
Rooke  to  command  this  fleet,  though  it  will  not  be  cafy  to  divine,  why  tbofc 
writeis  bear  bardeft  on  Sir  George's  character,  who  are  fondeA  of  lord  Go* 

dolphin*s 
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-  The  command  devolving  upon  captain  Whetftone^  whaoi 
Mr.  Benbow  had  appointed  rear-admiral  of  his  fquadron,  he 
ioimediatcly  put  it  into  the  beft  condition  |)offible  foe  going  to 
fea,  and  then  cruized  on  the  cbaft  of  Hifpaniola.  Oh  his  re- 
turn to  Jamaica  ah  opjportiinity  offered  of  (hewing. his  great 
concern  for  the  interefls  of  the  colony.  Afire  breakifag  obt  at 
iPort-Rbyal  on  the  ninth  of  February,  ^763^  about  noon»  burnt 
It  down  to  the  ground  before  nigiit>  leaving  oothinjg  ftanding 
but  the  two  fortifications.  In  this  fad  diftrefs  of  the  inhabi- 
tants^ which  (lill  woiild  have  been  much  greater,  if  the  feamen^ 
"With  great  courage  and  Indudry,  had  not  affifted  in  prefeirving 
tbeii*  gdods  and  (lores;  the  rear-admiral  publilhed  a  proclama- 
tion,  in  which  he  promifed  to  entertain  and  relieve  all  fuch  as 
fhould  defire  it^  on  boiard  her  majefty's  (hips,  until  they  could 
be  otlierwife  provided  for  j  which  he  with  great  care  aiid  ten- 
dernefs  performed*.  ,    ^         . 

Soon  after  this  he  failed  again  oii  a  cniizci  in  hopes  of 
meeting  a  confiderable  fleet  of  nierchant-fliips;  which  were  ex- 
peded  from  Frcincel  He  fpent  five  weeks  in  feairch  of  theni 
to  no  purpofe ;  and  after  looking  iiito  Port  Lewis,  not  finding 
any  thing  there,  he  flood  away  for  Petit  GuaVas  ahd  Leoganei 
When  he  arrived  hear  this  port,  he  divided  his  fquadron;  be- 
caufe  whetx  admiral  Benbow  attacked  the  enetny  here,  their 
ihips  efcaped  on  one  fide^  as  he  ehteted  on  the  other.  Ht 
therefore  failed  weilward  with  part  of  his  (hips,  and  fent  the 
reft  to  the  fouth.  When  thcfe  came  in  fight,  three  privateers^ 
Ivhich  were  in  evehy  rcfpeft.rcady  for  fcrvicc,  ftood  away  north- 
ward *y  biit  the  rear-admiral  forcing  two  of  them  a(hore,  burnt 
them,  arid  the .  othci"  he  rook.  Captain  Vincent,  who  com- 
manded to  the  fouthward,  row^d  in  the  night  into  a  place  cal- 
led the  Cui  de  Sac,  where  he  found  four  fliips,  one  of  which 
he  burnt,  another  he  funk,  the  third  (which  was  a  confort  of 
the  privateers  aforementioned)  he  towed  out,  and  boarded  the 
fourth;  (he  was  blown  up  by  the  accidental  firing  of  a  grenado- 

•  .  .     ■     .    '  • 

^'oIphin*s  meafuresj  which  we  have  (hewn  to  be  a  thing  abfolutely  abfurt),  finee 
rbey  thotight  ali&r,  and  adopted  the  fjngte  plan  that  could  To  much  as  promife 
fuccefii. 

I   Baft;het*c  na^at  bifll  p.  ip'i.    Annals  of  queen  Aiine*    Londoo  Gazette, 
Ko.  3885,  3807.    Brici(b  empire  in  America,  voL  ii. 
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ihcU.  From  this  place  the  rear-admiral  failed  to  Port  de  FalZf 
but  foand  no  (hipping  there  $  for  the  before-mentioned  prira- 
tcers  were  all  that  the  enemy  had  in  thofe  parts,  with  whicb, 
and  five  hundred  men,  they  thought  to  have  made  an  attempt 
on  the  north*fide  of  Jamaica ;  and  in  thefe  ihips  were  taken 
one  hundred  and  twenty  prifoncrs  *. 

White  rear-admiral  Whetftooe  was  thus  employed,  they 
were  far  from  forgetting  thf  fafety  o^  the  plantations  at  home. 
Sir  George  Hooke,  in  the  month  of  September,  1702,  de- 
tached from  the  Mediterranean  captain  Hovenden  Walker  iu 
the  Burford,  five  more  third  rates,  ten  tranfports,  and  four  re- 
giments on  board,  for  the  Leeward-iilands  \  he  arrived  in  Bar- 
badoes  in  the  beginoing  of  the  month  of  January  i  and  upon 
the  coming  thither  foon  after  of  fix  of  our  Eaft  India  fhips 
richly  laden,  he,  by  the  advice  of  a  council  of  war,  fent  them 
home  under  the  convoy  of  the  Expedition,  a  third  rate,  captain 
Knapp  commander^  who  brought  them  fafely  to  England. 
From  Barbadoes,.  commodore  Walker  failed  to  Antigua^  where 
he  joined  colonel  Coddrington,  who  was  about  undertaking  an 
expedition  to  Guadaloupc,  ip  which  captain  Walker  was  to  a£- 
fift  him.  They  failed  from  Antigua  the  latter  end  of  February; 
on  the  twelfth  of  March,  general  Coddrington  landed  with 
great  part  of  the  forces,  but  was  fo  warmly  received  by  the 
French,  that  they  would  have  been  able  to  have  done  little  or 
nothing,  if  commodore  Walker  had  not  fent  in  the  Chichefter, 
which  drove  the  enemy  from  their  batteries,  which  our  men 
quickly  entered".  The  next  day  the  reft  of  the  foldiers,  and 
four  hundred  feamen  were  landed,  who  attacked  the  north  part 
of  the  town  with  great  fury,  forced  the  enemy  to  abandon  it, 
and  to  retreat  into  the  caftle  and  fort,  which  they  defended 

*  Borchrt**  naval  hiflory,  p.  dot.  Annals  of  cpieen  Anne,  vol.  it.  p.  6. 
London  Gazetee,  K^.  3916.  It  is  very  rem aikable,  that  Pere  le  Pert,  in  his 
accurate  hiftory  of  St,  Domingo,  has  nothing  of  this  expedition,  which  could  not 
pofH'^ly  have  efcaped  his  notice  any  more  than  that  which  wai  intended  by  (he 
French  agaioft  Jaaiaica.  But  as  no  hononr  could  arife  to  his  country  men  from 
the  relation  of  what  pafTed  in  this  part  of  the  world  at  this  time,  he  thought  pro- 
per  to  be  filent,  rather  than  record  the  advantages  gained  by  the  Engiifli, 

■  Barchet^s  naval  hidory,  bo6k  v.  chap.  vt.    Goliimna  roftrata,  p.  29%.    Th«> 
c«mplcu  hid.  of  iMiropc,  for  1703)  p«  zji.     Lond«  Gaz.  N°.  jyix* 
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to  the  tkird  of  April,  and  then  blowing  them  both  up^  re- 
thred  to  the  mountains.  After  this  oar  troops  ravaged  all  the 
country,  burnt  the  town  to  the  groundi  razed  the  fbrtifica^ 
tions,  carried  the  heft  of  the  artillery  on  board,  bnrft  the  reft^ 
and  with  a  very  great  booty  imbarked,  without  the  lofs  of  9 
man^. 

The  French  writers  give  a  different  account  of  this  affair,  antl 
becauie  the  Englifh  thought  fit  to  retreat,  they  will  needs  have 
it  the  proof  of  a  vvAory  on  their  fide  «*.  Now  as  to  this  retreat, 
there  were  many  reafons  for  ic,  and  fome  indeed  that  rendered 
it  indiTpeDfihly  necefiary.  General  Coddrington  fell  fick,  and 
was  forced  to  return  to  Nevis  $  then  colonel  Whetham,  upon 
whom  the  command  devolved)  fell  alfo  dangeroufly  ill,  and  was 
carried  to  Antigua.  The  command  of  the  land-forces  fell  next 
to  colonel  Willis,  who,  upon  certain  information  that  the 
French  had  landed  nine  hundred  men  on  the  back  of  the  iiland, 
called  a  council  of  war,  in  which  it  was  refolved  to  imbark  the 
forces ;  and  this  was  accordingly  done,  as  I  have  before  obferv* 
ed,  on  the  ieventh  of  May  ^.  It  muft  be  acknowledged,  that 
this  (ervice  fufiered  not  a  little  from  fome  difputes  that  happened 
between  the  land  and  fea-officers ;  which  is,  generaUy  fp^aking^ 
the  ruin  of  our  Weft  India,  cscpeditions  % 

M 

^  There  were  fome  anlncky  drcnm (lances  attended  tliis  expedicion.  In  the  firft 
^^place,  when  captain  Walker  arrived,  the  land-forcet  had  no  powder,  with  which, 
however^  they  were  fbrnifhed  froiA  the  fleet.  Whtn  they  came  next  to  cxa* 
mine  their  Acres  elofely,  it  wai  foand,  that  in  a  thoufand  llintt,  there  were  not 
fifty  fit  for  moikets,  nor  bad  they  mortarf,  bombf,  pickraxet,  fpades,  or  In- 
deed any  thing  proper  and  convenient  for  a  fiege.  But  we  mitd  take  care  not 
to  attribute  this  mifmanagement  either  Ca  commodore  Walker,  who  commanded 
here,  or  to  Sir  Oeorge  Rocke,  who  (cnt  him,  fince  they  both  aOed  in  obedience 
to  orders;  the  commodcre  to  tbofe  of  the  admiraf,  and  the  admir&l  receiTing 
his  from  the  miniArf,   who  oaght  to  have  confiderfd  better  what  they  were 

doing. 

P  Qnincy  hifloire  militaire  de  Lonis  XIV.  torn.  iv.  P.  Daniel  journal  hifto. 
tiqoe  dc  Lonis  XIV.  p.  xti,  Limieres  de  Larrey,  the  lafl  mentioned  French 
htOorian,  fays,  that  Monfieiir  Gabaret,  arriving  tit  Fort  St.  Mary's,  with  two 
frigates,  a  flntr,  nine  armed  barkf,  and  feven  hundred  men,  to  the  afliOanoe  ol 
the  inh«bitants,  the  £ngli(b  did  not  think  tbemfclvcs  a  force  fufficieot  to  with- 
Hand  them,  and  therefore  rcim barked. 

4  Byrchet*s  otval  hiftory,  p.  604, 

r  The  governors  of  our  colonics  ha^e  fcaree  ever  been  able  to  agree  with  the 
fOiDmaoders  of  our  fqaadroos,  and  with  refpeO  to  this  very  expedition,  there 
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As  foon  as  the  news  of  vice-admiral  Benbow's  aiisfortane  ^n^ 
death  arrived  in  £DgIand»  i%  was  refolvcd  to  fend  another  flag- 
officer  thither  with  a  confiderable  fquadron.  This  coaimand« 
It  is  {aid,  was  offered  to  Sir  Stafibrd  Fairborne>  who  refiifed 
h*  s  and  then  it  was  propofed  to  Mr.  Graydon,  who,  thoagh 
a  certain  prelate '  flylea  him  a  brutal  man,  made  this  anfwcr, 
^<  That  i^  was  his  duty  ^o  go  where  the  qoeen  thought  proper 
**  to  command  him,  and  that  he  knew  no  difference  of  clilnates. 
**  when  he  was  to  obey  her  prders/'  |iis  inftrujtions  may  be 
found  at  large  in  £|urchet  I*,  ^nd  the  ftrength  he  was  to  cake 
ivith  him,  confifting  only  of  a  third,  a  fourth,  and  a  fifth  rate; 
which  laft  proved  unfit  for  tbe  voyage,  and  therefore  ^he  Moa* 
tague  of  Oxty,  and  the  Nonfuch  of  fifty  guns,  were  ordered  to 
lee  him  a  hundred  and  fifty  leagues  into  the  fea.  They  Giiled 
about  the  middle  of  March,  and  on  the  eighteenth  of  that  month 
they  faw  four  French  (hips  to  leeward,  viz.  two  of  fixty,  one 
of  fifty,  and  another  of  forty  guns  7.  This  laft  being  both  the 
fmalleft  and  fternmoft>  the  Montague,  commandod  by  captaiq 
William  Cleveland,  bore  down  to,  and  (oon  after  engaged  her. 
Hereupon  the  vice-admiral  made  the  fignal  for  a  line  of  battle, 
and  confequently  for  the  Montague^.s  coming  off*;  but  her  fore- 
top-fail  being  (hot  in  pieces  the  fecond  broadfide  (be  received 
from  the  enemy,  ihe  could  not  tack  fo  foon  as  otherwife  migh^ 
^ave'been  cxpeftcd,  infomuch,  that  the  other  three  French 


were  is  warm  complaints  made  againfl  the  commodore,  t<  'ver  came  from  the 
"Weft  Indies:  but  he  rfprefcnted,  that  the  road  of  Guid'aioupe  was  excciCvc^ 
bad  J  that  he  found  it  impoiliblc  to  procure  pilots ;  that  fcveral  of  the  (hipi  lod 
their  anchiirs,  the  ^roond  being  foul,  and  the  water  deep,  fo  that  fomc  or  othc; 
were  daily  forced  out  to  fca  j  and  added  to  this,  that  the  iroops  were  uuder  ex* 
ccdtve  difilciiUirs,  having  no  guides  to  conduA  them,  and  i>eiog  •ndcr  the  ut- 
mod  want  of  r.tcc(Ot\ci  to  fupport  them.  Befides,  the  iA^od  was  not  abandon- 
ed, till  (he  expedition  h^d  coft  us  pretty  dear,  as  appears  by  the  followiog  ac* 
ronnt  of  onr  lofs.  There  were  killed  in  the  firft  sAion,  one  major,  two  cap- 
Y«ins,  and  fix  lieufenantsj  and  wounded,  two  co^r>ncl»,  fcven  captains,  and  nine 
lieutenants  j  and  three  enfi^ns  died.  One  hundred  and  Ofty-fotir  fuldiers  were 
)|.iUed  ;  two  hundred  and  eleven  wounded;  feventy-two  diedj  tiftyninedcferted; 
and  twelve  were  taiieo  prifoners. 

s  Mcrcure  hitluriqoe  et  pt>Iit:^ue,  torn,  xxxiv.  p.  338.  <  Burnet's  bif* 

tory  of  his  own  limes,  vol.  ii.  p.  3  5  p.  "  Naval  hiftory  p.  6oo, 

^  Annals  of  queen  Anne,  vil.  ii.  p.  s.  Oldmixun's  hiftory  of  the  Stuarts, 
vol.  ii.    Msrcurc  hiilorique  et  politique,  torn,  xxxiv.  p.  338U 
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(hips  wore,  and  bearing  down  to  the  (hip  that  had  been  enga-* 
ged,  each  of  them  fired  her  broadfide  at  the  Montague ;  bu| 
the  being  to  windward,  and  the  fea  running  high,  as  the  French 
generally  fire  in  hopes  of  wounding  mafts,  yards,  or  rigging, 
all  their  fi^ot  flew  over  her,  fo  that  fhe  received  not  any  confi- 
derable  damage.  The  French  fhips  (which  now  made  the  beft 
of  their  way  from  ours)  were  foul,  for  they  were  part  of  the 
iquadron  under  command  of  Monfieur  Ducafle,  with  which 
yice-admiral  Benbow  engaged  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  (as  it  was 
reported)  were  ycry  rich  ^. 

This  affair  drew  very  heavy  reproaches  on  the  admiral,  who, 
notwithftanding,  feems  to  have  adted  according  to  the  beft  of 
his  abilities ;  iiod  in  faying  this,  lam  warranted  by  the  judg* 
j^nent  of  the  admiralty- board,  who  were  beft  acquainted  with 
Mr.  Graydon'^  inflru£tions '.  He  proceeded  with  all  imagin- 
able diligence  in  his  voyagc»  and  arrived  at  the  ifland  of  Madeira 
pn  the  tenth  of  April,  1 703 1  and  from  thence  he  failed  tp  Barr 
l>adoes,  where  he  arrived  the  twelfth  of  M^y.  The  day  before 
9ame  a  brigantine.  from  Guadaloupe,  with  advice,  that  commo-: 
dore  Walker  was  t^ere,  and  that  both  feamen  and  foldiers  were 
in  danger  of  being  ftarved  for  waqt  of  provifions.  The  vIcct 
admiral  thereupon  applied  h|mfelf  tp  the  agent-vidualler,  and 

<  Borchet'i^  n«VKl  biftory,  p.  <iox,  (o».  C4umna  roftrati,  p.  a9>»  ^9^* 
I«ondon  Oa^ertr,  K^.  3910. 

y  Biftiop  Baraet  blames  (he  admiralty,  for  inferting  a  paragraph  in  the  Ga- 
zette, to  juftify  the  adminrj  cooduA.  It  h  DCCc(Uiry  the  reader  (bonld  fee  that 
paragraph,  which  rvns  thuf:  *'  Piymouth,  April  a6,  The  Montague,  captaia 
*'  Clevelaod^  coipmaqdcr,  is  come  in  herei  the  Nonfuch  and  (he  went  from  thence 
•*  the  xjth  of  March,  with  vice-admiral  Graydon,  in  the  Refolution,  captain  Day» 
"^  in  the  BUckwall,  the  tranfports  with  brigadier  Columbine's  regimiyit,  (lore* 
**  Ibips,  Slid  merchancf,  bound  to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  parted  from  them  oa 
•'  the  x6th  of  the  fame,  in  the  latitude  of  43  degrees.  The  captain  fays,  ihar 
•<  uo  the  iStb  of  that  month,  in  the  laiitudtf  of  47  degrees,  30  minutes,  they 
'*  iDet  four  French  meu  of  war,  and  tbat  he  engaged  the  fternmofl  for  fome 
(•  time;  but  upon  his  6rft  engaging,  the  ylce-sdmirai  made  «  Hgnai  to  call 
<«  him  off,  being  under  orders  not  to  iofe  any  time  in  bis  pafTage,  by  chacing  or 
•<  fpeaktag  with  any  ftips  whacfoerer;  the  conuary  winds  having  kept  him  beris 
**  much  longer  than  was  intended,  and  the  fervice  upon  which  be  was  bound 
**  very  much  requiring  bis  prcfence,  and  the  regiment  that  was  with  him.*' 
The  fiogle  queftion  that  arofc  on  this  fubjcft  was,  whether  admiral  Graydon 
obeyed  bis  orders  1  And  tbis  is  plainly  decided  by  the  foregoing  paragraph  in 
the  afiUmative. 

having 
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having  fumi(bed  himfclf  with  all  the  beef|  pOrk^  tyread,  and 
peafe  that  could  be  got,  he  failed  on  the  fcvestttnth.    On  the 
twentieth  he  ran  in  with  the  fert  and  town  of  Gtiadaloupcy  and 
feeing  it  in  ruins,  he  failed  inftantly  for  Antigua^  and  frtna 
thence  to  Nevis,  where  be  met  with  the  army  and  fqnadron  in 
the  greateft  diftrefs ;  and  having  relieved  them,  he  proceeded 
thence  with  all  the  Hiipt  of  war  to  Jamaicai  where  tbejr  arrived 
the  fifth  of  June  ■•     The  lirft  thing  he  did  there,  was  to  direEt 
a  Airvey  of  the  ihips  under  his  command  ^  which  proved  to  be 
very  defective,  not  only  in  their  hulls,  but  in  their  mafts,  ftoret 
and  rigging ;  and  at  the  fame  time  very  iU  manned.    This,  to* 
gether  with  fome  differences  that  arofe  between  the  admiral  and 
fome  of  the  principal  perfons  in  Jamaica,  determined  him  to  £iii 
home  as  foon  as  poffible:  and  accordingly,  having  left  the  Nor- 
wich,  the  Experiment,  and  the  Sea*hor(e,  with  the  Harman 
and  Earl-galley  fire-(hip5,  together  with  two  (loops,  to  attend 
the  ifland ;  and  the  Colcheftcr  and  Sunderland  to  convoy  home 
the  latter  trade,  he  failed  for  Blcwfields,  and  proceeding  from 
thence,  be  fell  in  with  Newfoundland  on  the  fecond  of  Auguft\ 
In  the  evening  of  that  day  there  aro(e  fuch  a  fog  as  had  fcarce 
ever  been  fecn ;  for  it  Jafted  thirty  days  complete,  and  the  vrea^ 
ther  was  fo  very  dark,  that  it  was  difficult  to  diicbver  one  ihip 
from  another :  this  occaiioned  the  difperfion  of  the  fleet,  which 
could  not  be  brought  together  again  till  the  third  of  Septembert 
when  the  vice-admiral  thought  it  proper  to  confult  his  officers, 
as  to  the  principal  defign  of  hit  voyage,  which  was  the  attacking 
the  French  at  Placentia,  and  thereby  forcing  them  to  quit  New- 
foundland.    At  this  council  of  war,  there  were  prefcnt,  befides 
the  vice-admiral,  rear-admiral  Whetftonc,  and  thirteen  fca-cap- 
tains ;  of  the  land-officers,  the  commander  in  chief,  colonel  Ri* 
vers,  fix  captains,  and  an  engineer.     They  took  into  coniidera- 
tion  the  queen's  inftruftlons  to  Brigadier  Columbine,  then  de- 
ceafed,  and  thofe  to  Mr.  Graydon,  and  finding  all  their  (hips  in 

«  Borchet't  naval  hiftory,  p.  doy.  London  Gazette,  N*.  3P4x.  This  was 
cerubly  a  very  fignai  fervice  done  to  the  oation;  fince»  if  the  admiral  had  eOed 
lefs  TtgoroQily  in  procaiing  a  Aipplf ,  our  troops  moft  neceiTirity  baTe  perifiicd 
for  »ant. 

•  Bvrchet's  nival  hiftory,  p.  «oy.  Boytt^i  life  of  qtteeo  Anne.  Bwnet't 
biftory  of  his  own  times,  foL  ii.  p.  359. 

a  verv. 
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a  very  weak  condition^  that  they  were  thinly  manned,  and  moft 
of  them  iick,  already  at  (hort  allowance^  and  the  foldiers,  through 
their  being  forced  to  drink  water  in  fo  cold  a  climacej  having 
their  limbs  benumbed,  fo  that  they  were  fcarce  fit  for  fervicc; 
five  regiments  reduced  to  one  thoufand  thirty-five  men ;  of  five 
hundred  they  were  to  receive  from  New  England,  there  came 
but  feventy,  now  reduced  to  twenty-five,  and  thofe  in  a  manner 
difiibled ;  and,  from  the  beft  accounts,  the  enemy  at  Flacentia 
judged  to  be  not  only  fupcrior  in  number,  and  confequently  able 
to  make  a  good  refifiance,  but  the  avenues  to  the  place  ex- 
tremely  difiicult,  the  grounds  marfiiy,  and  no  planks,  or  other 
materials,  for  mounting  the  guns  on  the  batteries ;  thefe  digicul" 
ties  and  obftrudions  being  maturely  confidered,  together  with 
the  good  circumftances  the  enemy  were  in,  and  the  afliftance 
they  might  have  from  their  privateers,  and  other  fhipping  then 
at  Placentia^  the  council  of  war  were  unanimoufly  of  opinion, 
that  to  make  an  attempt  on  that  place  with  the  (hips  and  forces, 
in  fuch  a  condition  and  at  fucb  a  feafon  of  the  year,  was  altoge- 
ther impracticable ;  and,  inftead  of  any  probability  of  fuccefs, 
might  tend  to  the  diOionour  of  her  majefty's  arms^. 

This  was  the  end  of  vice-admiral  Graydon's  unfortunate  ex- 
pedition ;  in  which,  though  it  is  certain,  on  the  one  hand,  that 
he  did  not  do  the  nation  any  remarkable  fervice,  yet  iris  no  leia 
certain,  on  the  other,  that  in  refpedt  to  proteding  the  trade,  and 
the  reft  of  the  things  in  his  power,  he  did  all  the  fervice  he  was 
able.  But  it  was  his  misfortune,  firft  to  feel  the  eWe&s  of  other 
snen*s  miftakes,  and  next  to  be  made  anrwerable  for  them.  On 
his  return,  the  houfe  of  lords  entered  into  an  inquiry  into  his 
conduct  \  and,  befides  their  former  warm  vote,  which  was  nK>re 
than  enough  to  have  undone  him,  came  to  a  refolution  of  ad* 
drefling  her  majcfty,  to  remove  him  from  all  employments,  for 
impreifing  fervants  in  the  Weft  Indies*,  defiring  her,  at  the 
fame  timej  to  dire£t  the  attorney-general  co  profecute  him  for 


b  I  tranfcribe  tbh  from  a  MS.  account  of  admtra!  Grav<!on*s  dcfencr,  in  which 
are  particol^r  certificate t  as  to  the  truth  uf  eich  of  thefe  fjA«,  and  which,  I  m,)« 
po(e,  facisfied  ihe  hoare  of  fords  as  to  this  part  of  the  charge;  which  the  admiral 
looked  opoR  as  that  which  would  afTcA  him  mod,  fmce  here  he  had  hot  eiecuted 
his  orders,  but  iToided  attacking  the  French'. 


that 
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that  ofTcnce^.  This  had  the  defired  effed :  vice-admiral  Gray-^ 
don  (as  to  fervice)  was  laid  ailde,  and  his  memory  has  been 
loaded  with  the  foulefl  imputations ;  though  there  is  great  rea« 
fon  to  believe,  that  he  was  riather  unlucky  tliah  unjufl,  and  that 
he  fuffered  for  mifcarriages  which  it  was  not  in  his  power  to 
avoid.  In  order  to  have  a  clearer  idea  of  this^  we  muft  conii- 
der  that  he  juftified  himfelf  as  to  his  not  fighting  the  Frenchi 
under  his  orders,  which  were  very  precifc  upon  that  head ;  and, 
if  he  had  not  obeyed  them,  be  muft  have  been  anfwerable  for 
all  the  confequences  before^  court-martial;  whiles  on  the  other 
hand,  the  lords,  as  the  fupreme  judicature^  decided  in  this  cafe 
on  the  reafon  of  the  thing ;  and  becaufe,  as  they  thought,  the 
neceffity  of  fighting  ought,  in  his  judgment,  to  have  fuperfeded 
his  orders,  yet,  when  he  pleaded  neceflity  in  excufe  of  impref- 
iing  fervants,  this  would  not  ferve  his  turn ;  but  he  was  punifli- 
ed  in  that  cafe  as  feverely  for  making  ufe  of  his  own  judgment, 
as  for  the  fuppofed  negleft  of  it  in  the  other. 

In  all  probability  the  refentment  of  the  houfe  of  lords  againft 
this  gentleman,  was  (harpened  by  their  infpeQiing  clofely  into 
other  affairs  relating  to  the  rtavy  \  in  which,  it  muft  be  confcf- 
fed,  they  found  things  very  indiflFerently  managed.  As,  for  in- 
Aance,  complaints  had  been  made  to  the  lord  high-adiniral,  of 
had  provifions,  by  which  the  Teamen  were  poifoned,  as  well  as 
the  nation  cheated ;  yet  a  furvey  of  the  provifions  obje£led  to 
was  delayed  for  three  months,  which  gave  an  opportunity  for 
tnaking  fuch  removes  and  changes,  as  rendered  the  proof  of  this 
charge  altogether  imprafticable.  The  merchants  complained 
that  they  were  ill  ferved  with  convoys,  and  that  fo  little  care 
ivas  taken  of  the  Newcaftle  fleer,  as  occafioned  an  exceflive  rife 
of  coals:  the  negle£t  of  providing  for  fuch  feamen  as  were  pri- 
foners  in  France^  was  likewife  rendered  very  evident}  as  was 
the  danger  of  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  and  the  betraying  our  naval 
councils  td  the  French.  Thefe  i^ere  all  digefted  into  ab  addref^^,* 
which  was  prefented  by  the  houfe  of  lords  to  the  queen ;  to 
which  her  majefty  was  pleafcd  to  anfwer^  that  the  addrefs  con- 

c  It  appears  by  the  Gazette,  N®.  3960,  that  the  vice-admiral  arrived  in  the 
Downs,  on  the  x&d  of  0£lober.  See  the  journal  of  the  houfe  of  lords.  J  Ao  not 
6nd  that  the  admiral  was  ever  profecuted,  and  1  gnefs  From  a  reflexion  of  Mr. 
OMmixnri*i,  th^t  bt  was  bot.     Hiftory  of  the  Stuarts,  vol.  fi.  p.  319. 
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^cd  of  To  many  parts,  that  (he  could  not  then  take  notice  of^ 
them ''.     In  the  general,  however,  ihe  promifed  (be  would  con- 
iider  of  thetn,  and  give  fucb  dire&ions  z%  (hould  be  proper  for 
the  fafety  and  welfare  of  the  nation. 

I  think  it  nece{rary  to  obfcrve  here,  that  at  this  titne  there 
were  very  warm  difputes  in  the  houfe  of  lords  %  as  to  the  con- 
du£l  of  the  admirahy  in  the  late  relgnj  which  had  been  cenfur- 
ed  by  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  in  a  great  meafurc  juftified 
here ;  fo  that  at  this  feafon  all  the  (Irength  of  party  was  exerted 
on  both  fides>  and  the  merit  of  a  man  was  lefs  confidered,  than 
the  faction  to  which  he  attached  himfelf  ^ .  But  it  is  time  to  jeave  ^ 
fo  trouUcfome  and  unentertaining  a  fubjefi,  in  order  to  return 
to  the  condu£l  of  the  war,  and  the  great  things  performed  in 
the  year  i'^04,  for  the  fervice  of  which  th6  commons  granted 
upwards  of  four  millions ;  and  of  this  the  fum  of  ^  was  for 

the  fervice  of  the  navy:  which  (hewSj  hoW  de(iroUs  the  natioii 
was  of  fuppOrting  the  war  to  the  utmoft>  and  of  |;iving  what** 
ever  was  neceiTary  for  the  fervice  of  the  common  caufe,  in  hopes 
that  it  would  be  honeftly  and  effiedually  laid  out,  for  thofe  great 
and  falutary  purpoTes  for  which  it  was  fo  chearfully  given. 

The  king  of  Spain  was  very  defirous  of  profecuting  his  voy- 
age to  Liihon,  and  therefore  came  to  PortfmoUth,  and  would 
have  imbarked  on  the  third  of  February '^^  if  the  wind  bad  been 


d  Barnet*f  htftory  of  his  oirn  titnes^  vol.  ii.  p;  359,  ^6$.  Oldmikon*s  hifto* 
ry  of  the  Stuarts,  vol.  ii.  p.  3x9.     fioyer*i  life  of  queen  Anne.  <  Burnei** 

bifto'ry  •f  his  own  timet,  vol,  ii.  p.  3^5. 

f  The  qnecn,  by  fofi  anfwers,  endeavoured  to  pacify  both  houfes,  which  in* 
deed  wu  the  only  noeafhre  iefl  f  r  her  to  purfue ;  Hnce,  if  (he  had  complied  with 
the  demands  of  either,  it  mufi  haVe  inflamed  both.  Her  prudence  therefore,  in 
this  refpeA,  was  very  confpicuouf ;  thou](b  perhaps  the  ri^htefl  (iep  (he  could 
have  laken^  would  have  been  to  have  difmifled  his  royal  highnefi's  council  as 
lord*htgh  admiral,  and  either  reftored  the  earl  of  J^cmbroke  or  appointed  com* 
mi  (Goners. 

S  The  reader  will  probably  be  furprized  to  find  a  blank  in  the  text :  but  tht 
reafon  iS)  lhat>  after  uftng  the  utmoft  tnduftry,  1  have  not  been  able  to  difcover 
what  the  (am  was ;  which  t  find  has  been  the  caie  of  other  aifiduous  inquirers^ 
as  well  as  myfelF.  t  cannot,  however^  fall  into  their  opinion,  that  there  was  no 
pTOvifian  made  for  the  ordinary  of  the  navy  this  year  j  but  rather  imagine  that, 
by  fome  miilake,  the  fum  appropriated  for  that  fervice,  was  omitted  in  the  votes  j 
and  thcftfore  I  leave  this  blank,  in  hopea  that  fome  more  InteUigcnt  reader  may 
be  able  to  fi)|  k  op. 

fc  London  Gazette,  N®.  Ipfo. 

Vol.  m.  H  at 
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tt  ^11  farourable.  Sir  George  Rooke,  who  was  to  commaitl 
the  fleet  that  efcorted  him,  and  the  land  forces  intended  for  his 
fervice,  did  every  thing  that  could  be  expe<£Ved  to  facilitate  the 
expedition :  for  when  he  found  the  tranfports  were  ready,  and 
that  it  was  impofliWe  to  have  the  intended  number  of  great  fliips 
fo  early  at  Tea,  he  propofed  failing  with  a  fmall  fquadron  to  Lif-> 
bon,  and  waiting  there  for  a  reinforcement.  This  was  a  very 
wife^  as  well  as  vigorous  ftep ;  for,  according  to  the  informa- 
tions our  court  had  received  of  the  defigns  of  France,  they  in- 
tended to  have  a  great  naval  flrengtb  m  the  Mediterranean, 
•which,  if  it  came  there  earlier  than  our  reinforcement,  would 
have  been  able  tcr  have  (hut  up  our  fmall  fleet,  then  in  thofe 
parts,  in  the  river  of  Lifbon,  and  have  intercepted  all  our  trade 
homeward-bound ;  whereas  if,  according  to  Sir  George's  firheme, 
the  fupply  arrived  early  enough  at  Lifbon,  our  fleet  would  be  fo 
ftrong  as  to  prevent  the  jun£lion  of  the  Breft  with  the  Toulon 
(quadron,  and  to  perform  other  requlfite  fervices  on  the  coaft 
of  Spain  1. 

in  the  firfl:  part  of  his  deflgn,  Sir  George  was  as  fortunate  as 
he  could  wi(h;  for  failing  on  the  twelfth  of  February,  he,  after 
a  fine  pafTage,  arrived  with  the  fquadron,  and  all  the  tranfpons, 
m  the  river  of  Lifbon,  on  the  25th ;  and  after  two  days  had 
been  fpent  in  adjufting  the  ceremonial,  his  Catholic  majcfty  was 
conducted  to  (bore  by  the  king  of  Portugal,  and  mofl  of  the 
royal  family  ^.  Among  other  debates  in  relation  to  this  cere- 
mony, there  was  one  which  dcfcrves  particular  notice,  and  that 
was  in  relation  to  our  flag.  The  king  of  Portugal  defired^  that, 

i  Thtt  wsi  certainlf  1  very  wtTe  and  well  judged  fchemc,  and  is  a  dor  and 
direct  proof  that  Sir  G«or£e  Rooke  was  very  defirous  of  doing  as  much  icrvict 
as  poflibie,  and  to  lofe  no  opportunity  of  being  eifly  in  aCHon ;  his  going  on 
this  expedition,  wich  the  fmaiU  fquadron  under  bis  command,  was  liable  to  macy 
exceptions,  if  confldered  in  a  prudential  light,  and  with  a  view  to  the  credit  of 
the  admiral ;  hat  Sir  George  difregarded  thefc,  when  they  came  into  compttiiion 
with  the  public  fervice,  and  chofe  rather  to  ri(k  his  own  cbara^lcr,.  than  the  na- 
tion's honour,  and  the  profpeA  the  king  of  Spain  then  had  of  (Bccefs,  of  which  his 
Gatholie  majefty  was  esMremely  fanfibSe,  and  gave  upon  all  occaficms  the  moll 
ample  teftimonies  of  his  particuUr  refpe^  for  Sir  George  Rooke,  aad  juft  ac- 
knowledgment of  his  fervices* 

fc  BorneiV  hidory  of  hia-owo  timeSt  vol.  n.  p.  |S4-  The  complete  hiftory  of 
Europe  for  1704,  p.  1 08.  London  Oautte^  N°.  4000.  Burchct*a  naval  bidorjs 
p.  665,  6^» 

upoa 
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upon  his  coming  on  board  the  admiral's  fhip  in  his  barge  of 
ftate,  and  ftriking  his  flandard,  the  Englifh  flag  might  be  ftruck 
at  the  fame  time ;  and  that  when  his  Catholic  majefty^  with  him^ 
felf,  fhould  go  off  from  the  (hip,  his  ftandard  might  be  hoifted^ 
and  the  admiral'^  flag  continue  iiruck  until  they  were  on  iliore. 
This  propofition  was  made  from  the  Icing  of  Portugal,  hj  the 
king  of  Spain ;  to  which  the  admiral  replied,  that  his  majeftj, 
fo  long  as  he  ihould  be  on  board,  might  command  the  flag  to 
be  ftruck  when  he  pleafed  ;  but  that  whenever  he  left  the  ihip, 
he  was  himfelf  admiral,  and  obliged  to  execute  his  commiffioa 
by  immediately  hoifting  his  flag,  Thisy  and  fome  other  reafons, 
fatisfied  the  -king  of  Spain,  as  well  as  his  Portuguefe  majefty  ^ 
fb  that  the  flag  of  £ngland  was  no  longer  ftruck,  than  the  ftand- 
ard  of  Portugal  ^^ 

Two  days  after  this,  the  admiral,  in  compliance  wkh  the  re- 
folution  of  a  council  of  war,  fent  a  fquadron  of  feventeen  faiJ, 
CO  cruize  off  Cape  Spartell ;  which  fquadron  was  afterwards  in- 
creafed  to  twenty-two  £uU     On  the  ninth  of  March  the  admi- 

1  We  uke  rhtf  pafiage  From  the  Kconnt  piiblinie^  hy  aothorky^  and  I  thiivk 
I  may  venture  to  adert,  that  Sir  George  Rooke's  concern  for  the  honour  of  (be 
flag  became  him  very  well,  as  an  Cn^^lifh  admiral,  whatever  ni^hc  be  thought  of 
it  at  home  by  fome  £nglifti  ftatefmen,  Bifhop  Bornet,  fpeaking  of  our  trctty 
with  the  king  of  Portugal,  mentiooa  a  very  extraordinary  incident  relating  t« 
this  a^«i|R,  wiaich  I  find  it  ncccflary  to  tranfcribe:.  •<  In  this  treaty,  an  accident 
**  happened,  that  had  aimed  fpoiled  all :  the  king  of  Ponugal  infifted  on  de- 
**  nunding  the  fljg,  and  other  refpcAs  Co  be  puid  by  our  admiral,  when  he  wat 
**  in  Ms  ports.  The  earl  of  Koitinghan  ih(i(led  4t  was  a  dtffaonour  to  England 
<*  to  flrike,  even  to  another  king's  port*.  This  was  not  demanded  of  the  fleec 
*<  that  was  feat  to  bring  over  queen  Katharine;  fo,  though  Methuen,  our  am* 
**  baflador,  had  agreed  to  this  article,  h«  preyed  the  qneen  tiot  to  ratify  it.*'— - 
**  The  lord  Codolphin  looked  on  this  as  too  inconfideMble  to  be  infifted  on$ 
«•  the  whole  a#akrs  of  Europe  feemed  to  >tur<n  4ipoo  this  treaty,  and  Co  imponant 
**  a  matter  ought  not  to  be  retarded  a  day»,for  fuch  p)in£lilioi,  as  a  falute,  or 
««  flriking  the  ftagj  and  it  feemed  reafonable,  that  every  fovereign  prince  fbould 
«  claim  thefe  ackno«itedgments,  nnlefs  where  it  was  otherwife  ftipulated  by 
**  exprcfs  ireafies.  The  laying  fo  much  wcigitt  on  ftich  matters,  very  much 
**  heightened  jealoufiea  {  and  it  waa  faid,  that  the  earl  of  Nottingham,  and  the 
*'  Tories  feemed  to  lay  hold  of  every  thing  ihat  could  obflrii£t  the  progrefs  of  the 
**  war ;  while  the  round  proceeding  of  the  1  'rd  Godolphin  reconciled  many  to 
**  him.*'— The  friends  of  the  eari  of  Godotphin  need  be  under  no  concern  about 
this  ftory,  fince  it  is  moft  evident  from  the  furegoing  account  of  Sir  George 
Rooke*s  conduct,  that  the  fad  it  falfe,  and  that  the  houoar  of  the  Eoglifh  flag 
vac  never  given-iip. 
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tHil  himfelf  put  to  fesii  and  continued  cruizing  for  a  montb. 
Rear-admiral  Dilkes,  who  commanded  the  fquadron  before* 
mentioned,  on  the  twelfth  of  March  in  the  morningy  difcprcred 
foar  fail  of  fhips  ftanding  to  the  N.  E.  He  had  with  hi^  three 
l1>ird  rates,  and  two  fourth,  viz^  the  Kent,  Bedford,  Sofiblki^ 
Antelope,  and  Panther^  By  eleven  he  came  up  with  them,  and 
the  Panther,  which  was  the  headmoft  of  oursj  engaged  tbcin  ; 
the  Suflblk  jjptting  the  wind  of  them,  did  the  fame,  as  aifo  the 
Antelope,  and  the  Dutch  privateer  $  infomoch,  that  the  {hip  of 
fiicty  guns  ftruck,  after  exchanging  feveral  broadGdes.  The 
rear-admiral  could  not  get  his  own  ihip  in  reach  oi  them  until 
noon,  and  then  engaging  the  commodore,  which  was  a  ihip  of 
Cxty  gttns,  (he  ftruck  to  him  in  a  little  time^^  having  k>fl  half 
her  complement  of  men,  as  the  third  did  foon  after,  which  was 
a  (hip  of  twenty-four  guns ;  and  in  this  a£i:ion  the  Panther  bad 
ber  fore-top- mail  (hot  by  the  board,  the  Su(rolk  her  main*maft]^ 
and  the  Antelope's  mafts  and  yards  were  wounded*  The  two 
fhips  before-mentioned  of  (ixty  guns,  were  galleon  men  of  war, 
one  of  them  called  the  Porta-Coeli,  and  the  other  the  St.  The- 
refa,  and  came  from  St.  Sebaftian's^  with  bombs,  guns,  iron 
bars,  6<^  being  bound  for  Cadiz,  where  (as  it  was  reported) 
they  were  to  be  fitted  out  for  the  Weft  Indies,  the  comniodore 
Don  Diego.  Bicuna  having  a  commiflfion  to  command  all  the 
fleet  dedgued  thither |  and  in  thefe  (hips  were  taken  near  fevcn 
Jl&undred  prifoners"^. 

The  rear-admiral,  by  reafon  of  bad  weather  did  not  arrivo 
at  Lifbon  till  the  twenty-$fth  of  March,  and  then  in  going  in 
he  loft  the  St.  Therefa,  but  moft  of  the  men  vrere  faved.  Sir 
George  Rooke  being  alfo  returned,  an4  meeting  with  orders  to. 
fail  up  the  Streights,  prep^r^d  to.  execute  them,  though  at  the 
fame  time,  the  ^dmir^  was  extremely  preiled  by  his  Catholic  ma- 
jefty  to  undertake  fomewhat  in  his  favour.  The  difficulties  with 
which  Sir  George  was  at  this  time  encompaOed,  were  many  and 
great.  In  the  firft  place,  the  reinforcement  be  depended  on 
was  not  arrived ;  in  the  next,  the  queen's  orders  were  poGtivc 
for  the  relief  of  Nice  and  Villa  Franca  ;  and  he  knew  how  great 

m  See  the  London  Gazette,  N\  4008.     Burchct*s  naval  hiftory,  p.  667,    An* 
aals  of  c^ucen  Apne. 
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K  tiSi  he  ran,  in  cafe  either  of  thofe  phce*  were  taken*  for  want 
of  timely  fuccour.  The  defign  formed  in  favour  of  king 
Charles  III,  ta  invade  Catalonia,-  and  make  an  attempt  on  Bar- 
celona, was  almoft  ripe  for  etecntion,  and  that  monarch  infift* 
ed  Tery  ftrentioufly  that  the  fleet  (hould  efcort  this  tmbarkatiom 
In  this  thorny  conjnnQore  the  admiral  refolved  eo*  do  as  much 
as  in  him  lay  to  fatisfy  all  parties ;  and*  we  ihs^l:  hereafter  fee 
with  how  great  judgment  he  executed  this  rrfeiution  t  m  tk6 
mean  thne  it  is  neeeflary  th«t  we  (hould-  explafia  the  condud  of 
the  adminiftration  in  regard  to*  the  expedition- of  Shr  Clouidhf 
Shovel  n. 

After  Sir  George  Rooke  failed,  the  court  received  intettig^ce, 
that  the  French  were  very  bufy  in'  fitting  out  a  great  fi}uadrotf 
at  Breft  ^»  This  alarmed  us  very  much,  becauie  it  was  not  eaiy 
to  ferefee  how  this  force  would  be  employed.  At  alt  events  it 
was  thought  proper  to  equip,  with  the  utmoft  expedition,  a 
good  fleet,  which  was  put  under  the  comtnand  of  Sif  Clockl^C 
ley  Shovel,  admiral  of  the  white,  who  had  under  him  Sir  Sf^fc 
ford  Fairborne,  vice-admiral  of  the  red,  and  George  Byng, 
£fq;  then  rear-admiral  of  the  fame  fquadron  p.  The  admiral 
was  inftm^ied,  if  he  found  the  Breft  fquadron  ftill  in  port,  ta 
fend  away  the  trade,  ftore-fhips,  and  vidhiallers,  under  a  pro-* 
per  convoy,  to  Lilbon,  and  to  remain  before  that  port  himielF 
to  endeavour  to  keep  in  the  enemy ;  or,  if  that  was  found  im- 
practicable, to  burn  and  deftroy  them  if  they  came  out.  But  ior 
cafe  he  foiind  the  Bred  fquadron  already  (ailed,  then  hr  was  to 
call  a  council  of  war,  in  order  to  judge  What  flrength  might  be 
neceflary  to  be  fent  to*  Sir  George  Rooke  $  and  If  it  amounted 
to  twentv-two  (hips,  then  he  was  to  fail  with  them  himfelfy  that 
our  fleet  might,  at  all  events,  be  fVronger  than  that  of  the  ene- 
my. Sir  Cloudeftey  executed  his  inftrudions  punAually^.  and 
Ending  that  a  great  ftrength  was  neceflTary  in  the  Mediterranean! 


B  Bnrcbet*f  aaTal  hiftoiy,  book  ▼.  cb«p.  zvL    AnnaU  of  queen  Anne.  Loo« 
4on  Gazette,  N^.  4017*  ^  Lamberti,  torn.  iii.  p.  324^     Quiocy  hiftoirc 

inititaire  de  Louis  XIV.  torn.  it.  p.  4»6«     P.  Daniel  journal  hidorique  de  Lontf 
3(IV.  aiine  1704.  P  Burchei'a  nfval  hiftory,  p.  67%,    fiurnec*s  hiftorf 

o,f  bit  ovrn  (i(p€s,  vol.  ii.  p.  388.    London  Oazette,  N^.  4018, 
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to  oppofe  the  French^  he  failed  thither  about  the  latter  end  of 
the  month  of  May  ^. 

We  have  now  feen  how  and  why  the  fuccoars  intended  for 
Sir  George  Rooke's  fleeCi  were  fo  long  delayed,  and  what  care 
was  taken  for  their  coming,  after  all,  in  good  time  $  we  will 
next  therefore  return  to  that  admiral,  and  give  a  fliort  account 
of  the  manner  in  which  he  extricated  himfelf  out  of  the  difficul- 
ties in  which  we  left  him.     In  the  firft  place  he  fignified  to  the 
prince  of  Hefle,  who  had  the  chief  dircAion  of  his  Catholic  ma- 
jefly's  aiSairs,  that  if  the  troops  which  were  to  make  the  attempt 
on  Barcelona,  could  be  fpeedily  imbarked^  he  was  content  to 
efcort  them,  and  to  give  ail  imaginable  countenance  to  his  ma- 
jefty's  affairs  in  Catalonia.     In  compliance  with  this  offer,  he 
failed  accordingly  with  the  tranfports  under  his  convoy,  and  on 
the  eighteenth  of  May  he  arrived  before  the  city  of  Barcelona'. 
A  prieft  and  fome  others  furrendered  themfelves,  and  informed 
the  prince  of  Hefle,  that  if  fome  few  forces  were  landed,  and 
a  (hew  made  of  a  bombardment,  they  would  declare  for  king 
Charles  III.  and  receive  him  into  the  place.     Upon  this  there 
landed,  on  the  nineteenth  of  May,  about  twelve  hundred  ma- 
rines, four  hundred  Dutch  foot,  a  company  of  Catalans,  and 
as  many  volunteers  as  made  up  in  the  whole  two  thoufand  men. 
They  remained  afiiore  all  night ;  and  the  prince  finding  nothing 
done,  notwichftanding  the  Dutch  had  bombarded  the  place  with 
fome  effe&,  his  highnefs  himfelf  propofed  the  reim barking  the 
men,  from  an  apprehenfion  of  their  being  attacked  by  a  fuperior 
force.     The  truth  is,  that  he  had  great  reafon  to  abandon  this 
defign  as  he  did,  fince,  in  the  firft  place,  the  governor  had  dif- 
covered  it,  and  had  fecured  the  chiefs  of  the  Auftrian  party  $ 


^  It  was  certainly  well  jo<!^e4  in  ^ir  Clondefley  Shovel,  to  fail  a»  he  did  with 
bis  fleet  into  the  Mcditemnean;  for  the  Frentb,  perceiving  how  much  their  re- 
pntaiton  fuffered  by  the  decUnfion  of  their  power  at  Tea,  rerdved  thia  year  to 
make  the  utmoft  effort  poflible  to  recover  it,  grounding  their  hopes  chiefly  on  our 
fleets  being  divided,  and  the  pofTibiliry  there  was  of  attacking  Sir  George  Rooke, 
before  any  reinforcement  conid  join  him ;  which,  hut  for  this  prndent  method 
of  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel,  might  have  been  cifeAed. 

'  Burchet*s  naval  hiftory,  p.  6t5.  Annals  of  queen  Anne,  vol.  lit.  p,  roi, 
Mercure  hiftorique  et  politique,  torn,  zstxvu.  p.  lop.  London  Gazette, 
N^.  401 8y  4035* 

and. 


J 


o  F    QjT  E  E  iJT    A  N  N  E.  63 

and,  in  the  next,  the  force  he  had  with  him  was  not  at  all  pro- 
portioned to  fuch  an  undertaking*. 

In  this  whole  tranfa£lion  one  would  imagine  the  admiral  muft 
have  been  blamelefs,  fince  he  had  done  all  that  could  be  ex- 
peAed  from  him,  and  did  not  retire  till  his  highnefs  himfelf 
thought  it  TcquiGte.  Tet  bifhop  Burnet  has  given  fuch  an  ac- 
count of  it,  as  I  muft  take  the  liberty  of  tranfcribing,  that  the 
public  may  fee  how  neceiTary  it  is  for  an  hiftorian  to  be  free 
from  party.  *^  Sir  George  Rooke  came  before  Barcelona^ 
<<  where  the  prince  of  HefTe  Darmftadt  aflured  him,  there  were 
<<  a  ftrong  party  ready  to  decbre  for  king  Charles,  as  it  was 
<<  certain  there  was  a  great  difpofition  in  many  to  it.  But  Rooke 
<<  would  not  ftay  above  three  days  before  it ;  fo  that  the  mo- 
'<  tions  within  the  town,  and  the  difcoveries  that  many  made  of 
^  their  inclinations,  had  almoft  proved  fatal  to  them.  He  an- 
<<  fwered,  his  orders  were  pofitive;  he  muft  make  towards 
<<  Nice,  which  it  was  believed  the  French  intended  to  be- 
<<  (iege  ^"  At  this  rate  of  writing,  no  man's  fame  or  memory 
can  be  fafe.  Yet,  to  heighten  the  malice  of  this  reflexion, 
and  to  miflead  the  reader,  if  poffible,  ftill  more  egregiouily,  the 
biihop  tells  us  a  long  ftory,  previous  to  this  account,  of  the  ad- 
miral's reprimanding  one  of  his  captains  very  fev«rely,  for  de- 
parting from  his  orders  ^'j  though  the  intelligence  he  brought, 

is 


•  There  wat  certainly  a  very  ftroDg  party  in  Barcelona  for  king  Charlef ,  and 
if  they  had  had  courage  enough  to  have  declared  on  the  fird  arrival  of  the 
fleet,  and  had  marched  out,  and  joined  the  land  forces  as  foon  as  they  had  de- 
barked, fometbing  might  have  been  done;  bat  they  continued  confulting  and 
intriguing,  till  the  governor  fdzcd  their  chiefs,  and  then  they  themfclves  ad. 
vifcd  the  prince  of  Hefle  not  to  remain  any  longer  before  the  place,  on  account 
of  its  being  equally  inconvenient  for  him  and  them. 

<  Hiftory  of  his  own  rimes,  vol.  ii.  p.  398. 

u  In  a  grand  debate  in  the  houi'e  of  lords,  in  1 740,  this  faO  happening  to 
be  touched  upon  by  a  noble  peer,  who  was  fpeaking  in  that  auguft  afTcmbly, 
the  late  illuftrious  John  duke  of  Argyle,  rofc  up  and  faid,  '*  As  fur  what  has 
**  been  mentioned  in  relation  to  admiral  Rooke,  we  know,  my  lords,  the  hii- 
*<  tory  from  which  it  was  taken.  It  is  a  (lory  of  bifhop  Burnet's,  in  his  hif- 
**  tory  of  hii  own  times,  and  thofe  who  have  fat  in  this  boufe  with  that  pie- 
**  late  muft  know  he  was  a  very  credulous  weak  man.  I  rcmei^ber  him,  my 
••  lords,  inr  this  hoiife,  and  I  likewift  remember,  that  my  lord  l^alifax,  my 
**  lord  SomerSy   and   his  other   friends  in  the  houfr,   were  al^^y?  in   a  terror 

•*  «hqn 
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is  foppofed  to  have  faved  the  fleet  of  England,  and  of  his  avoicU 
ing  tke  French  fleet,  and  joining  Sir  Cioudefley  Shovel.  Ail 
of  which  (to  fpeak  in  the  fofteft  terms)  (eems  to  have  been 
without  any  foundation. 

The  admiral  landed  his  troops  before  Barcelona,  on  the 
nineteenth  of  May ;  it  was  the  twenty-feventh  before  they  had 
any  intelligence  of  the  Breft  fquadron ;  and  then,  inftead  of 
ihunning,  theychaced  them ;  and  en  thefixteenth  of  June,  the 
fleet  was  joined  by  Sir  Cloudefley  Shove],  with  the  (hips  uader 
his  command ;  upon  which  it  was  immediarcly  refolded,  to  pro* 
ceed  up  the  Mediterranean,  in  fearch  of  the  French  fleet.  The 
whole  of  this  afiair  was  fo  perfedlly  well  condu£ted,  that  our 
allies  and  our  enemies  join  in  commending  Sir  George  Rooke; 
and  yet  his  memory  is  in  danger  of  iiiffering  with  pofterityi 
merely  becaufe  be  was  efteemed  a  Tory.  This  it  was  that  drew 
upon  him  fo  many  and  fo  fevere  reflexions,  obfcurcd  all  the 
great  aAions  he  did,  and  forced  men,  who  valued  themfelves 
on  their  flcill  in  writing,  not  only  to  mifreprefcnt,  but  to  falfify 
fafls,  that  they  might  be  able  to  caft  fuch  imputations  upon  him 
as  he  never  dcferved  *'. 

On  the  twenty-firft  of  May  the  admiral  fteered  for  the  ifles 
of  Heires,  but  in  the  paflTage  met  with  a  ftorm,  which  feparated 
bis  fleet.  On  the  twenty«-feventh  they  joined  again,  and  had 
iight  of  a  large  French  fquadron,  which  they  rightly  judged  to 
be  failing  for  Toulon  ;  and  therefore  it  was  refolved,  in  a  coun« 
cil  of  war,  to  chace  them  thither,  and  if  it  was  not  polltble  to 
prevent  their  getting  into  that  port,  then  to  fail  for  Lifbonj  ia 

*'  when  he  rofe  ap  to  fpeak,  led  he  (hould  injure  their  canfe  hf  ibme  hlooder. 
■*  With  regard  to  what  he  fays  againft  admiral  Rookc>  I  lin^w  I  have  heard  U 
*<  from  thofe  that  were  prefent,  that  the  greateft  part  of  it  i«  ■  downright  lie. 
*'  The  hi(hop,  it  is  well  known,  was  no  fiiend  to  that  admiral,  and  tfaerefbre 
*'  he  eafiiy  gave  credit,  as  he  generally  did  in  like  cafes,  to  every  malicious 
*'  ftory  he  heard  againft  hixn."  The  hiilory  and  proceedings  of  the  houfe  of 
lords,  vol.  vti.  p.  57;. 

w  See  Burcher,  book  y.  chap.  xvi.  The  complete  hldory  of  Europe  for 
1704,  and  all  the  foreign  joornals  of  that  year.  In  the  Dotch  edition  of  bifliop 
Barnet*s  hidory,  there  is  a  large  note  to  fet  Hght,  what  the  editor  takes  to  be  the 
effeds  of  hade  or  coniafion  $  and  in  that  note  he  ftates  the  fa  As  and  dates  fairly 
from  onr  Gazettes,  and  other  pobiic  aathoriti^i,  fts  I  do.  fiurnci's  hiApry, 
vol.  V.  p.  770. 
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iM'ciet  to  wait  for  a  re-inforc£ment ;  irhich  wait  accordingly 
done  '•  On  the  fourteendi  of  Jane  our  fleet  paiTe^  through 
the  Strcight's-mouth,  and  were  joined  two  days  after  by  Sir 
Cloiideiley  Shovel,  with  his  fquadron»  off'  LagoS  ^ :  a  council 
of  war  was  then  called^  in  orde^  to  confidcr  what  fenrice  fbould 
be  proceeded  on.  Several  fchemes  were  propofed>  particularly 
a  fecond  attack  on  Cadiz,  which  was  foon  found  to  he  impfac* 
ticabie  for  want  of  a  fufficient  number  of  laild^forces.  At  this 
council  of  war  the  admiral  alfo  was  pleafed  to  declarci  that  he 
was  liijnitcd  by  bis  Inftruflions  from  attempting  any  thing,  with* 
out  the  con(i;nt  of  the  kings  of  Spain  and  Portugal ;  which  was 
another  dlfcouragement  to  the  fervic^f  becaufe  thofie  princes 
could  v€ry  fcldom  agree  on  any  meafurci  fo  that>  except  fend* 
ing  fome  (hips  to  the  Terceras^  in  order  to  proteA  the  home* 
ward^bouod  Brai^tl  fleet,  there  was  little  donci  that  I  can  find^ 
which  ought  to  be  confidercd  as  the  unavoidable  coofequenctf 
of  this  order. 

Sir  George  Rooke  being  very  fenfible  of  the  teflcAiotis  that 
would  fall  upon  him,  if,  having  fo  confiderable  a  fleet  under 
his  command,  he  fpenc  the  fummer  in  doing  nothing  of  im^ 
portance,  palled  a  council  of  wat  on  the  feventeenth  of  July^ 
in  the  road  of  Tetuan,  where  having  declared  he  thought  it  re* 
quifite  they  fiiould  refolve  upon  fome  fervice  or  other ;  aftek*  a 
long  debate  it  was  carried  to  make  a  fudden  and  vigorous  at« 
tempt  upon  Gibraltari  for  three  reafons :  Firft|  becaufe  in  tb# 

>  This  is  A  f»0,  ia  which  fiurchet,  Oldmison,  the  complete  hiRorf  of  Eji* 
rope»  aild  al!  our  writers  agree^  as  cakihg  it  from  the  journals  dcpofited  wi;h  tbd 
fccrctary  of  the  admiralty ;  and  therefore  we  may  eaiily  know  ^hat  to  think  of 
rbc  following  paflage  in  Barnet*s  hiflory«  which  follows  immediately  the  tecouBC 
he  had  given  of  the  idmiraPs  leaving  Barcelona,  Co  fail  for  the  coaft  of  lufy,  in 
order  to  prevent  ibe  (irge  of  Nice,  or  to  relieve  it  if  it  was  befiegcd.  **  Having 
**  advice,  (fays  the  bi(hop),  that  the  French  made  no  advances  in  that  dcfigOi  ht 
■'  turned  his  courfb  wcAward,  atid  tame  in  fight  of  the  French  fleet,  failing 
**  from  fire(l  to  Tnulon,  the  advantages  he  had  was  lb  viGbie,  that  it  was  ex* 
*<  peAed  he  woold  have  made  towards  them ;  he  did  sc  not  t  what  orders  h« 
«*  bad  was  not  known,  for  the  matter  never  came   under   eaamioation;   they 

g'->t  to  Toulon,  and  he  (leered  another  way.     The  whole  French  (iett  was 

then  together  in  that  harbour;  fcr  choDgb  the  Toolon  iqnadroa^had  bsca 
**  out  before,  it  was  then  in  port." 

7^  6archet*s  naval  hiflory,  p.  676.  Aonilt  of  qoeen  AsnC)  ToL  ii.  p.  to|. 
Lond.  Gaz.  N°.  4035* 
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condikian  the  place  then  was,  there  was  fome  probahHitj  of 
taking  it  i  wbich^  in  cafe  it  had  been  properly  provided^  and 
there  had  been  in  it  a  numerous  garriioBy  would  ha^e  been  im- 
poffiUc.  Secondly!  becaufe  the  poflcf&on  of  that  place  wss  of 
infinite  importance  during  the  prefenc  war.  Thirdly,  becaufe 
the  taking  of  this  phce  would  give  a  luftre  to  the  queen's  arms, 
-and  poi&bly  difpofe  the  Spaniards  to  favour  the  caufe  of  king 
Charles. 

THe  fleet,  in  purfuance  of  this  refokition,  arrived  in  the  bay 
of  Gibraltar  on  the  twenty-firft  of  July,  and  the  marines,  £ng- 
lifli  and  Dutch,  to  the  nomber  of  eighteen  hundred,  were 
landed  under  the  command  of  the  prince  of  Hefl^,  on  the 
lAhmus,  to  cut  off  all  communicaticm  between  the  town  and 
the  continent.  His  highnefs  having  taken  poft  there,  fbmmon- 
ed  the  governor;  who  anfWered,  that  he  would  defend  the 
place  to  the  laft'.  On  the  twenty-fecond  the  admiral  at  break 
of  day,  gave  the  fignal  for  cannonading  the  town )  which  was 
performed  with  fuch  vigour,  that  fifteen  thouland  ihot  was 
fpent  in  five  houva  j  when  the  admiral  perceiving  that  the  ene- 
my were  driven  firom  their  fortifications  at  the  fouth  mole* 
head,  and  that  if  we  were  once  pofiefied  of  thefir,  the  town 
BUift  be  taken  of  courfe,  he  ordered  captain  Whitaker  to  arm 
all  the  boots,  and  to  attempt  to  make  himfelf  mailer  of  them. 

This  order  was  no  fooner  iffiied,  than  captain  Hicks  and 
captain  Jumper,  who  were  neareft  the  mole,  pulhed  on  fliore 
with  their  pinnaces,  and  afttully  feized  the  fortifications  before 
the  reft  could  conic  up.  The  Spaniards  feeing  this,  fprung  a 
mine,  by  which  two  lieutenants  and  forty  men  were  killed, 
and  about  fixty  more  wounded  :  however,  they  kept  poflcfiioQ 
of  the  great  platform,  till  they  were  fuihined  by  captain 
VThitakcr,  and  the  ieamen  under  his  command,  who  very  foon 
made  hirofclf  maftcr  of  a  redoubt,  between  the  mole  and  the 
town }  on  which  the  admiral  feqt  in  a  letter  to  the  governor, 
who  on  the  twenty>fourth  capitulated*,  and  the  prince  of  ticCh 

»  Oldiiiixon*i  hKk.  of  the  Setnm,  yoI.  K.  p.  jjp.  Boyer*s  life  •f  qocvn 
Aonc,  p.  155,  M«rettrc  hidoriqoe  et  pnlittqae,  tome  zxxvii.  p.  jjp,  Lond. 
Gai.  N®.  4044.  *  Burchet**  oival  hiftory,  p.  678.     Annals  of  qaeeo 

Anne,- vol.  iii.  p.  letf.    ColiMioa  roflrau,  p.  277,  278.    I^oodon  Gazette,  N^. 
4045. 
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t66k  pofieffion  of  the  phcc.  I  inuft»  ttpon  this  occafioiif  ob» 
fenre^  that  a3  this  defign  was  contrived  by  the  admirals,  ib  it 
was  executed  entirely  by  the  feamen,  and  therefore  the  whole 
honour  of  it  is  due  to  them.  I  muft  likewife  put  the  reader  in 
mind^  that  nothing  could  have  enabled  the  ieamen  to  take  the 
place,  but  the  cannonading  of  it  in  fnch  a  manner,  as  obliged 
the  Spaniards  to  quit  their  pofts;  for  the  general  oficers,  who 
viewed  the  fortifications  after  the  place  was  in  our  hands,  de« 
clared,  that  they  might  have  been  defended  by  filtymen  againft 
«is  many  thoufands.  The  French  indeed  fay,  in  order  to  dimi- 
ni{fa,  as  much  as  poffible,  the  glory  at  this  adion,  that  the 
Spaniards  had  neither  ^rrifon  nor  guns  there ;  but  this  is  far 
from  being  true,  fince  there  were  above  one  h|mdred  braft 
pieces  mounted.  After  putting  as  ihany  men  as  could  be  (pa« 
red  into  the  place,  under  the  command  of  the  prtiice*of  Heile» 
the  fleet  failed  to  Tetuan,  in  order  to  take  in  wood  and  wa^ 
ter«>. 

While  they  lay  here,  the  Dutch  admiral  fenfa  flag-officer 
and  fix  fhips  to  Li  (bom,  under  orders  to  return  home,  and  u 
promife  that  he  would  quickly  follow  them.  On  the  ninth  of 
Auguft  they  failed  again  from  Gibraltar,  and  had  fight  of  the 
French  fleet,  which  they  refolvcd  to  engage.  The  latter  de- 
clined coming  to  aAion,  and  endeavoured  to  get  away }  but  Si$ 


^  The  narvftiis  4e  Q2!>n<^y  telU  bi,  that  the  co^rt  of  i/onion  being  informed 
•of  the  weaknek  of  the  gtrrifon  of  Gibnlttr,  gave  -Sir  George  Rooke  order*  to 
acuck  it ;  which  he  did,  eod  was  (o  Jacky  at  to  make  hioifelf  mafter  of  it^ 
through  the  negligence  of  thf  Spaniards.  Thoi\gh  this  is  the  mod  sccuraio 
book  pnbli(be4  in  relation  to  the  U(k  war,  yet,  in  this  ptoint,  the  author  is  cer- 
tainly roiftakoo.  We  have  Sir  George  Rooke*s  jndruAiofu  In  Buichet,  h&c 
journals  and  orders  are  yet  in  being,  and  have  been  confulced  in  this  work ; 
bat  nothing  of  this  fort  has  been  difcoTered :  and  indeed,  if  any  roinitler  had 
4>een  wife  enongh  to  contrive  thia  rcheme»  he  would  ondonbtedly  have  done 
himfelf  jiiftice,  by  claiming  the  merit  of  it.  The  French  hiOorian  proceeds  so 
fiiy,  that  though  Gibraltar  was  taken  for  king  Charles  III.  yet  it  was  never  put 
into  his  poilelGon,  bat  has  heen  ever  lince  kept  by  the  EngliOi,  who,  to  fay 
Che  troth,  fays  he,  have  dearly  parchafed  it,  fince  it  hu  coft  them  more  poundf 
Sterling,  than  there  ai!e  ftonci  in  the  fortifications.    BiAoire  ailitaire,  loac  Iv, 

la  Geoi|;e 
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GecMTge  {nirfued  tbem  with  all  the  fail  he  could  make  %  Ob 
die  thirteenth  of  the  fame  month,  which  waa  Siinda]r>  he  cam^ 
within  three  leagues  of  theoii  when  they  brought  to  with  their 
liead^  to  the  Southward,  the  wind  being  eafterly,  and  forming 
H  line,  lay  in  a  proper  pofture  to  reoei?<f  him.  They  were  fifty- 
two  fhipf,  and  twentyofour  gallies,  ▼ery  ftrong  in  the  centres 
hit  weaker  in  the  van  and  rear }  to  fupply  whkb,  moft  of  their 
gallics  were  placed  in  thofe  fquadrona^  In  the  centre  was 
toUni  Thouloufci  highvadmiral  of  France,  with  the  white  fqua* 
dron  \  in  the  van  tlie  white  and  blue  flag,  and  in  the  rear  the 
Uoe,  each  admiral  having  hia  vice  and  rear»admiral«  Our  fleet 
eonfifted  of  fifty-three  ihipsi  but  the  admiral  ordered  the 
Swallow  and  Pamher,  two  fourth  rates,  with  a  fifth  and  a  iixtbi 
and  t«fo  fire*(bips,  to  lie  to  windward  of  him,  that  if  the  ene- 
my's  van-ihould  pufli  through  our  line  with  their  gallies  and 
fire-fliips,  they  might  gite  them  fome  dtverfion^, 

A  little  after  ten  in  the  momingi  our  fleet  bore  down  in  order 
^  hattlei  and  ^hen  they  came  within  half  gun.fhot  of  the 
edemy,  the  Franch  fet  all  their  (ails  at  once,  as  if  they  intended 
to  ftretcb  a*head  and  weather  us  i  fo  that  our  admiral,  after 
£rlng  a  ehace-gun  nt  the  French  admiral  to  flay  for  him,  of 
which  he  took  no  notice,  threw  abroad  the  fignal,  and  began 
the  batle,  which  fell  very  heavy  on  the  Royal  Catherine,  thm 
St.  George,  and  the  Sbrewfbury,  About  two  in  the  aftemooq 
the  enemy's  van  gave  way  to  ours,  and  the  battle  ended  with 
the  day,  when  tbe  enemy  went  away  by  the  help  of  their 
galHes,  to  the  leeward.  In  the  night  the  wind  (hifted  to  tbe 
northward,  and  if)  the  morning  to  the  weflward,  which  gave 
the  enemy  the  wind  of  us,  We  lay  by  all  day  within  three 
leagues  of  each  o^her,  repairip^  ou^  defe£ls^  ^nd  at  t^ight  thej 


«  ThH  pl«tnlf  prof«s,  ihit  do  man  «m  more  incHned  to  light,  than  Sh* 
0eorge  Rooke,  when  fisl^^'^S  ^^*  '  prudent  meafurc,  and  in  the  night  of  the 
•eleventh,  he  bed  the  good  Ipck  to  force  one  of  the  enemy's  (hips  a-(hore,  to 
ivhich  they  were  f«»rced  to  fet  fire,  in  order  to  prevent  iis  filHng  into  oar 
liiMdf. 

<1  aee  Sir  George  Roolie'ji  aeooont  of  this  hattic,  pnbtifhed  by  amhrritf. 
This  difpofition  plainly  proved  the  admiral's  great  capacity,  and  how  dcxtroufiy 
be  xould  fupply,  by  good  managemenr,  any  accid^rsl  deficiencies  he  might  la* 
1»oqr  f  nder. 

•  filed 
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filed  and  ftood  to  the  vofdimardr.  Onr  fltet  endcsfOUfcd  the 
two  next  dxjs  to  reaew  the  fight^  InH  the  French  avoided  it^ 
and  at  laft  bore  away  ^ 

Tbia  plainly  difcorers  that  we  had  the  vi£)ory,  notwithftaikU 
ing  the  great  advantages  of  the  French :  which  I  think  thofe 
who  nnderftand  maritiine  afairs,  wiU  allow  to  be  M  great  m 
ever  any  fleet  had.    For  firft,  their  fliipa  were  bigger  j  they  ha^^ 
feventeen  three-deck  (hips,  and  we  had  but  feven.    Secondly* 
they  bad  a  great  advantage  in  their  weight  of  metal;  for  they 
had  fix  hundred  gtins  more  than  we.  Thhrdly»  they  were  dean 
ihips,  juft  come  out  of  port ;  whereas  oufs  bad  been  long  at 
(ea,  and  had  done  hard  fervice.    Fourthly!  they  had  the  affiib- 
ance  of  their  gallics  j  and  bow  great  an  advantage  this  wa^, 
will  appear  from  hence,  that  aboot  the  middle  of  the  fight,  the 
French  admiral  ordered  a  feventy-gun  fliip  to  board  the  Monk, 
a  fixcy-gun  fhip  of  ours,  commanded  by  captain  MigheUs^ 
which  Ihe  did,  and  was  beat  off  three  times,  and  after  every 
repulfe  Ihe  had  her  wounded  men  taken  off,  and  hef  cbmple^ 
ment  reftored  by  the  gallics.    Fifthly,  the  Ffench  fleet  was 
thoroughly  provided  with  ammunition  '^  which  was  fo  much 
wanted  in  ours,  that  feveral  ihips  were  towed  out  of  the  liM, 
hecaufe  they  had  not  either  powder  or  ball  fufficient  for  a  fingle 
broadfide.    But  the  Ikill  of  the  admiral,  and  the  bravery  of 
the  officers  and  feamen  under  his  command,  fupplied  all  defefhy 
and  enabled  then)  to  give  the  French  fo  clear  a  proof  of  their 
(bperiority  over  them  in  all  refpe^  at  Tea,  that  they  not  only 
declined  renewing  the  fight  at  prefent,  but  avoided  us  ever  after^ 
and  durft  not  venture  a  battle  on  that  element  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  war.    It  may  be  therefore  juftly  faid,  that  the 
battle  of  Malaga  decided  the  empire  of  the  fea,  and  left  to  us 
and  the  Dutch  an  indifputed  daioi  to  the  title  of  Marxtiiic 

P0WBRS^ 

It 


c  Bardlet*!  nav«l  hitlorf,  p.  tf 77»  ^78.  OMmiMn^s  hiftory  of  tbt  Stiiarts» 
yol.  ii.  p.  339.  Golnnna  roftnu,  p.  278.  See  Sir  George  Rooke't  aoeonot  of  Chit 
battle,  at  alfo  Sir  Cloodeiley  Shovel's  letter,  defcribiDg  the  iame,  in  (be  cooi'* 
plete  hiflorf  of  Europe,  for  1704,  p.  4S6— 459. 

f  I  eannot  conceive  why  bifhop  Bamet,  and  other  writen,  flioold  &f  .io 
tttucb  to  the  prejudice  of  tbepr  country^  pvrelj  to  Icitea  the  reputation  of  the 

admiral. 
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It  ia  traci  that  the  Frencbf  according  to  thdr  old  cuftom^ 
claimed  the  Yidor^.  LewU  XIV.  wrote  a  letter,  affirming  this 
to  the  arch-biibop^  of  Parisi  direCling  Te  Deum  to  be  fung  oa 
that  occafion,  and  afterwards  publifhed  an  account,  which  I 
£hall  give  the  reader  as  near  as  may  be  from  the  gazette,  and  I 
ihall  then  demonftrate,  that  the  whole  was  no  more  than  aa 
of  ftate*,  in  order  to  lefien  the  ill  confequences  that 


«dmiraU  but  I  e«D  letft  of  lU  aceoint  for  the  lalAfioodf  chat  pccUte  bit  dmrfl 
ioto  bis  relation.  He  fayi,  that  motk  of  the  ihip&  bed  twenty>five  rounds  of 
powder  when  they  began  to  fight,  and  that  it  feldom  happened  that  fo  much 
bad  been  fpent  in  an  CBfagement  at  fea.  The  Doteh  admiral  Calkmberg,  ia 
hk  letter  to  the  (tates ,  (ayt,  that  ten  rottods  would  not  ferve  above  an  boor, 
and  that  aiany  of  the  Engltfb  (hips  bad  no  onore  when  the  engageonent  was 
over  $  fo  that  if  (he  ^ithop  intended  to  iann«ate,  that  the  want  of  powder  was 
only  an  excafe,  be  is  efR^toaliy  teivted  by  this  authority ;  and  we  lee  at  the 
fame  time,  how  able  be  was  to  make  calenlations.  He  commends  SbovcTs 
Israrery  jolUyi  b«t  then  fdds»  that  Rooke  fooght  at  a  greater  di(huice.  Kdw  I 
tbiok  I  have  feme  authority  to  prove,  that  he  is  an  the  wrong  in  both ;  by 
which  I  mean,  tb^  thoqgh  Sir  Qoodefley  Shovel  was  a  very  brave  man,  yet 
liere  be  had  oo  great  opportunity  of  (hewing  it,  whereas  Sir  George  Rooke 
liad  and  did.  For,  obfervc  reader,  what  Sir  Cloadefley  fays  in  his  letter,  print- 
•d  in  the  complete  hiAory  of  Sssope,  for  the  year  1704.  His  words  are  tbefe : 
**  The  (hips  that  fotfered  moft  in  my  d^viiioo,  were  the  Lenox,  Warfpighr, 
**  Tiibvry,  and  Swiftfore;  the  reft  efcaped  pretty  well,  and  I  the  bed  of  »U, 
**  I  never  took  greater  pains  in  all  my  life  to  fiave  been  fonndly  beaten,  for 
*<  I  fetall  my  iaili,  and  rowed  with  three  boats  a»head,  to  get  abng>Gde  with 
**  the  admiral  of  the  white  and  blue.  Bot  he,  out*failing  me,  Aiunned  fight- 
*'  Ing,  and  lay  aiong»fide  of  the  little  Chips.  Notwithftandiog,  the  engagement 
**  was  very  fliarp,  and  I  think  the  like  between  two  fleets  never  has  been  in 
*'  any  time.  There  is  hardly  a  (hip  that  mnft  not  fhift  one  maft,  and  fome 
**  mnft  fliift  all ;  a  great  many  have  fuficred  mnch,  but  none  more  than  Sir 
*■  Oeorge  Rooke,  and  captain  Jennings,  in  the  St.  George.*' 

S  I  think  it  neeeflary  to  give  the  reader  a  tranfcript  of  this  letter,  from  the 
French  king  to  cardinal  Noailtes,  becaafe  two  great  politicians  have  diflcred 
mich  aboit  tt.  Bifliop  Boraet  fays,  that  from  the  coldnefs  of  this  letter,  it 
«ras oonclnded  in  England,  that  the  French  were  beat;  fo  that,  in  his  jndgmeoc, 
this  letter  was  the  heft  evidence  of  oar  vi^ory.  Mr.  Oldmixon  thinks  ju(l 
Ac  contrary  ;  the  reader,  by  peruiiag  the  later,  will  be  able  to  judge  for  him* 
fijfi 

"  Coustir, 

*■  The  fleet  which  f  have  atlembled  10  the  Mediterranean,  under  the  com« 

**  mand  of  my  fon  the  count  de  Thouloufe,  admhral  of  France,   has  not  only 

**  difappointed  the  defij^ns  whi(^  the  joint  fleets  of  England  and  Hjliaod  had 

*<  nfon  the  coafts  of  Caulonia,  bot  has  alTo  put  a  glorious  end  to  the  cani- 

•«  paign. 
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were  apprebended  from  the  defett ;  and  therefore^  it  is  no  lefs 
injurious  to  the  glory  of  this  nation,  than  to  the  honour  of  Sir 
George  Rooke^s  memory,  to  make  ufe  of  the  diftorted  tales  iii 
this  relation,  to  prejudice  the  indubttaUe  h&s  contained  in  ours. 
The  fubftance  of  this  French  account  was : 

<<  That,  before  the  .fight,  the  admiral  ordered  all  the  (hips 
«<  to  make  ready  f  but  the  fea  being  calm,  he  gave  diredlions 
«  for  the  gallies  to  prepare  to  tow  the  men  of  war  oiF  to  fea. 
«<  But  at  day-break  the  whole  fleet  weighed  by  favour  of  a 
^<  breeze  that  Uew  gently  from  the  land,  and  made  towards 
^  the  enemy,  whom  the  currents  had  carried  out  to  fca.  The 
<*  24th  their  fleet,  in  a  line  of  battle,  came  up  with  the  enc* 
<<  my ;  the  marquis  de  Vtlette,  lieutenant-general,  commanded 
«  the  van^guard,  having  behind  him  in  a  fecond  line  the  duke 
^  of  Turfis,  with  his  own  fquadron  of  feven  gallies,  and  five 
«  of  Spain.  The  count  de  Thouloufe  commanded  the  centre^ 
<«  having  behind  him  the  marquis  de  Royes,  with  four  gallies, 
**  and  the  marquis  de  Langeron  had  the  command  of  the 
«<  rear-guard  with  eight  French  gallies,  under  command 
«<  of  the  count  de  Tourville*  The  enemy's  van-guard  waft 
«<  commanded  by  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel;  the  centre  by  Sir 
«  George  Rooke }  and  the  rear-guard  were  the  Dutch  (hips^ 
«  commanded  by  vice-admiral  Callemberg*  They  bad  fixty 
«  Ihips  of  the  line,  many  frigates  almoft  as  large,  and  bomb- 
^  vefiUs  that  did  them  good  fervice*  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel 
^  advanced  before  the  wind,  fcparating  himfelf  from  the  cen- 
«  tre;  but  obferving  that  the  marquis  de  Vilette  endeavoured 
«<  to  furroond  him,  he  kept  to  the  wind,  and  Sir  George  Rooke 
••  feeing  the  danger  he  was  in,  bore  upon  the  king's  fletr. 

••  paign,  by  a  general  engagement,  which  iflucd  wholly  to  my  advantage, 
**  though  the  enemies  were  confiderably  more  m  number,  and  had  a  favouraLle 
**  wiud.  Their  firft  efforts  were  fuftaiHed,  and  repolTed  with  To  much  vjl  ur 
**  by  all  the  officers  and  equipage  of  my  fhips,  animated  by  the  example  of 
••  their  general,  that  the  enemies  could  think  of  nothing  during  the  fi^h', 
•«  which  lafted  ten  hours,  hut  how  to  defend  themfelves,  how  to  avoid  being 
«•  boarded  fcveral  times  by  my  ibipc,  and  to  ferure  themfeWes  by  a  retreat  -, 
•*  and  thoofh  the  count  de  Thouloufe  did  dil  be  cottid  the  two  foil  ;i  wing  day  a 
<*  to  come  up  with  them,  hfi  could  not  bring  them  to  a  fecond  engagement. 
<*  This  happy  facceft  obliges  que  Co  reiurn  thanks  to  God,  by  public  prayers/' 

«  The 
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M  Tbe  ight  began  about  teo  o'clock^  north  and  Toiith  off  Viu 
^  laga,  ten  or  eleven  leagues  Irom  (hore,  and  lafled  till  night 
(<  The  fire  was  extraordinary  on  both  fides,  and  notwithftakd* 
«  ing  the  enemy  had  the  advanuge  of  the  wind,  whidi  blew 
«<  the  fmoke  upon  the  French  fleet,  they  always  kept  as  near 
*^  the  wind  as  they  could,  while  the  count  de  Thouloufe  made 
^  all  poflibie  efforts  to  approach  them.  The  marquis  de  Vi- 
<(  lette  had  fo  roughly  uTed  the  van  of  the  enemy,  having  oh* 
^  liged  five  of  their  (hips  to  quit  their  line,  that  he  would  have 
^  inttrdy  put  the  (ame  into  diforder,  had  not  a  bomb  ftllca 
tf  upon  his  ftern,  and  fet  it  on  fire;  which  obliged  htm  to  quit 
«<  the  line,  and  exttnguiQi  the  fire.  Another  bomb  fell  09  the 
<^  (hip  of  the  Sieurs  de  Belleiile,  who  4]uitted  the  line  to  refit, 
^  as  did  likewife  the  Sieur  de  Grancy,  Ofmont,  Rouvroy,  Pon- 
tic tac,  and  Roche  Allard.  The  latter  fought  the  ilup  of  8ir 
<(  Cloudefley  Shovel,  of  90  guns,  though  he  had  but  fixty. 
<*  The  Sieur  Chammeffin  boarded  three  times  a  fliip  of  fhe 
«  enemy,  but  quitted  the  fame,  feeing  ihe  was  on  fire  in  (eve- 
«<  rill  places,  but  becaufe  of  the  fmoke.  could  not  fee  whether 
««  funk.  The  bailiff  of  Lorrain  was  killed  with  a  cannon-fliot, 
^  and  the  Sieur  de  Relingue  had  a  leg  (hot  off.  They  were 
<(  the  count  de  Thouloufe's  two  feconds,  and  diftingtti(hed 
<<  themfelves  very  much,  following  the  example  of  their  gene- 
^  ral.  The  enemy  continuing  to  (heer  off,  the  fight  with  the 
•<  van  ended  about  five,  with  the  centre  about  feven,  and  with 
^  the  rear  towards  night.  The  French  fleet  purfued  with  aH 
«  their  lights  out ;  whereas  the  enemy,  their  flag«-ihips  except* 
•<  ed,  had  none.  The  a5th  the  wind  blowing  again  from  the 
«  weft,  the  enemy  failed  towards  the  coaft  of  Barbary,  fo  that 
«  they  loft  fight  of  them  at  night.  The  26th,  in  the  morning, 
<<  they  were  feen  again  about  four  leagues  diftance,  the  wind 
«<  having  again  (hifted  to  the  eaft,  which  gave  them  » fair  op* 
<«  portunity  to  renew  the  jigb^,  but  they  did  not  think  fit  to 
«<  approach.  They  were  not  heard  of  afterwards ;  whereupon 
«  it  was  judged  they  had  repailed  the  Streights,  and  this  ob« 
<«  liged  the  count  de  Thouloufe  to  return  the  27th  to  Malaga, 
<(  with  the  gallies.  We  had  about  1500  men  killed  or  wound* 
«  ed.    But  wc  do  not  know  the  lofs  of  the  enemy,  which  mud 

«<  be 
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^f  be  Ve)ry  great  y  and  feveral  perfbns  faid,  that  two  of  their  ihipi 
*»  funk  8.^ 

I  ifaall  meiltiori  but  one  objedKon  to  this  adcount^  becaufe  I 
think  I  need  not  mention  ap^  znore^  and  it  is  this^  that  when- 
ever the  French  endeavour  to  account  for  their  not  pufhing  the 
affair  farther^  they  iniift  on  the  mifchief  done  them  by  the* 
Englifli  bDmbs;  whereas  nothing  can  be  niore  certain»  than 
that  there  was  not  a  Gngle  bomb^veflel  in- the  Englifh  fleet. 
As  to  the  force  bn  both  fides,  and  the  lofs  of  each^  I  ihall  give 
a  particular  account  at  the  bottom  of  the  pagei^^  and  having- 

done 


S  See  the  coriBpJet'e  hiftory  of  Europe,  for  1704,  p.  787.  Hi(loire  militaif^ 
I'om.  iv.  p.  4x6,  Lxmbeiti,  tome  iii.  p.  324,  Memoires  hiftoriqaei  et  c^^^^^* 
rogfqtiet,  P,  Din^cl,  joitrnal  hiflorique  de  Lntiif  XIV.  p.  zoS,  109. 

k  The  fingMni  Hect,  at  the  lime  of  tbit  battle,  coofi(%e4  of  ^"^  divifioni, 
befiflet  tfap  DiltcJn  of  whi^h  tKere  were  but  eleven  (hipi;  T^  (^rcng^h  of  th« 
ftcei  will  panicuUriy  appear  from  the  following  lift^  ttaP^miited  from  the  ad- 
kuiral  to  the  queen.  _  «     ^ 
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done  this,  I  believe  I  need  add  nothing  to  (bew  the  folly  of  the 
French  academy's  caofing  a  medal  to  be  (track  upon  this  occa* 
fion,  as  i^  inftead  of  being  defeated,  the  Frendi  had  gMned  a 
vi£h>i7  worthy  the  notice  of  pofteritf  '• 

^ter  Che  EngKft  bad  iirvam  endeavoured  to  renew  the  fight,, 
tfaejr  repaired  to  Gibrahar,  where  they  continued  eight  days  in 
order  to  refit  'r  and  hivtng  fupplied  that  place  to  the  otnaoft  of 
their  power  with'  ammunition  and  provifion,  it  was  thought 
oonvenieitt  to  return  to  Eng^ad,  cart:  being  firft  uixn  to  pro- 
tide  fuch  a  fquadron  for  the  Mediterranean  fervice  aft  might  fe- 
cure  our  trade,  and  render  any  defigns  of  the  enemy  abortive. 
f)n  the  twenty-fourth  of  Augufl  the  admiral  failed  from  Gi- 
br2r»^ .  QYt  the  twenty- fixth  he  gave  cwrders  to  Sir  John  Leake,, 
to  take^^n  him  the  command  of  the  fquadron  that  was  to  re- 
main in  tb6  Mediterranean  during  the  winter,  and  then  failed 
Home  with  th^  i-cft,  where  he  arrived  fofcly  on  the  twenty- 


CommitSpn  officers  fliini  f^pulim  Bir  Andrew  Le*ke,  nnd  ciptain  Cow: 
lieuccotnts  foorr-ind  warrant  o^rs  two.  Commiiff^m  officers  woimded  |  c»p. 
t>ins,  Mynge,  Baker,  Jumper,  M!gl«sn$,,  Kirkfon ;  lieutenants  thirteen  j  wir- 
AAt-oficerr»  thirteen. 

«  Asco  ih«  French  fleet,  H  otmQftM  of  three  fquadrnits ;  the  firft,  ftxteen  (hips 
of  th«  line,  carrying  in  all-  zno  gnqs,  and  7700  men ;  the  white  fquadron  in 
tb^centre,.confiftlngof  17  (hips,  carrying  117*  guns,  8500  men;  the  blue  dt- 
Tifion  in  the  rear,  confining  of  17  (hips,  which  carried  tts»>gons,  76*5  men. 
^*^U  353rrg»BSf  24.ISS  men.  Befides  this,  thef  had  nine  frigacca,  a«  many 
6re  (hips,  ir  French  and  11  Spanish  gallks,  with  twa  (hues;,  in  alt,  9%  faiL 
On  their  (Sde  was  fltin,  «  rear-admiral,  five  captains,  fix  lientenaiits,  and  five 
lea  cnfigns.  The  count  de  Thouloofe  himfelf  wounded  in  the  forehead,  flioui- 
dcr,  %nd  thigh  )  the  eovnt  de  Relignes  had  his  leg  (hot  o/f.  The  marquis  de 
Herbanlt,  intend*nt  of  the  lltet;  Monlienr  Ducaile,  commodore  of  a  fqoa* 
dron ;  M.  de  Chateau  R'egcault ;  the  Govnt  de  Phelipeaux ;  the  coant  de  Co- 
minget;  M.  de  Vilincourt;  the  count  de  Thouloufe's  fecRtarys  fevcn  cap- 
tains, eight  lieutenants,  and  abom  one  hnndrcd  and  6fty  other  officers  were 
wt>nndcd$  as  to  the  lofs  of  private  nen,  it  amounted,  in  the  whole,  to 
3048. 

i  In  this  extraordinary  medal^  ^in  is  rtprefented  fining,  and  her  arm 
leaning  on  a  pillar,  with  viOory  over  her  head;  the  legend  thus:  Or je  His> 
TAtttCM  6BccrafTAs,  i,  e.  The  fecurify  of  the  ff^antlh  coafts.  To  (hew  bow 
this  was  attained,  we   read   in  the  exergue,  Anglo rvm  zt  Batavorum 

CLASSX     PUOATA     AD     MaLAO  A  M,'  XXiv    AiroUSTI,     M  ,DCC  1V>     U    C.    Th« 

Bngilfh  and  Dutch  Aeet  beat  at  Malaga,  a^tli  1*^  Auguft,  1704*     Gerard  VaiK 
k>oo,.hi(lolre  nctalliqne  des  pays  bajH,  tome  ir>  p.  457* 

fourth 
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-fourth  of  September  I'j  and  was  received  with  all  exterior  marica 
of  efteem  by  the  miniftqi,  at  the  fame  time  that  the  populace 
ihewed  for  him  an  unfeigned  affe&ion  '• 

J&ut  though  Sir  George  Rooke  had  been  happy  enougli'to 

beat  the  f  rexuzh  under  great  difadvantages,  yet  he  was  not  able 

to  baffle  that  fpirit  of  envy  by  which  be  had  been  ^o  iong  per*- 

iccuted.     There  was  a  party  that  not  only  queflioned  his  coor 

du&  and  theiate  victory,  but  were  willing  to  facrifice  the  glory 

of  their  country^  and,  as  far  as  in  them  lay^  to  propagate  the 

idle  ftories  invented  by  the  French,  as  undoubted  tcuthSi  purely 

to  gratify  their  own  fpleen;  and  this  too  in  dmSt  eontradi£lioa 

to  the  voice  of  the  nation,  as  appeared  by  the  many  addreflea 

prefented  to  4he  queen,  in  which  the  courage^  coQdu£b,  and 

ibrtune  of  Sir  George  Rooke  are  highly  est^Ued.      To  put 

this  matter,  however*  out  of  doubt,  and  to  (hew-tfae4rue  fenfe 

•of  the  queen  and  the  miniftry  on  ^his  fulgeA,  it  was  thought 

proper  that  hiis  royal  highneis  prince  George,  fliould  introduce 

^uch  officers  of  the  fleets  as  had  deferved  beft,  to  her  majefty^ 

and  accordingly  on  the  ninth  of  0£lober  he  pcefented,  firft» 

Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel,  who  had  the  honour  to  ki&  her  ma- 

jefty'shand;  then  captain  John  Jennings,  commander  of  the 

St.  George,  upon  whom  her  majefty  was  pleafed  to  confer  the 

honour  of  knighthood  °^f  and  on  the  22d  or  24th  of  the  fame 

month,  George  Byog,  Efq;  and  Thomas  Dilkes,  £fq;  the  fo»* 

oner  rear-admiral  of  the  red,  and  the  latter ^of  the  white  Aiua* 

^dron,  were  likewife  Inighied  "« 


k  Borchet^s  niyxl  hiftorf,  p.  V80.    Ano»lf  of  queen  AAne, '^bl.  Hi.  p.  fit. 

1  Sir  John  Lc»ke  had  andcr  bit  command,  two  fhips  of  ihe  3d,  nine  of 
tlie  4rh,  four  of  the  fth,  one  of  the  tfch  rate,  and  a  fire-fliip.  His  order*  were 
to')«epair  to  Lin>on,  from  whence  he  was  to  fend  home  the  trade,  under  a  con- 
voy of  four  men  of  war.  He  was  likewife  to  take  vnder  his  command  fuch 
(hipt  of  the  ftates-general,  as  remained  in  chofe  feas ;  and  it  was  particularly  re- 
commended to  him  to  take  care  of  Gibraltar.  Sit  George  Rooke  carried  home 
five  ad,  twenty  five  3d,  and  lour  4th  rates,  with  fix  fire- fhips,  two  hofpitaUfhips, 
and  a  yacht. 

">  Complete  biflory  of  Earopc,  Oldmixon,  London.  Gaz.  N^.  40^1.  which 
G.zette  is  filled  with  addrefles  on  the  focccffesof  the  doke  of  Marlborough,  and 
Sir  George  Rooke.  *  Lond.  G«z.  N^.  4004,  40tf|. 
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Wlien  the  parliament  came  to  fit,  which  was  on  the  twenty 
third  of  Odober,  new  difputes  arofe,  and  great  pains  were  taken 
to  prevent  Sir  George  Rooked  condu^  from  meeting  with  pnbf 
lie  approbation :  thts,  however,  was  without  fuccc6 ;  for  the 
houfe  of  commonS}  in  their  addreft,  made  ufeof  thefe  words: 
^*  We  beg  leave  to  congratulate  your  majeiVy  upon  the  great 
<<  and  glorious  fuccefies  with  which  it  has  pleafed  God  to  blcft 
u  your  majefty  in  the  entire  defeat  of  the  united  forces  of  France 
'^  and  Bavaria,  by  the  arms  of  your  majefty  and  your  aliies,;un- 
f<  der  the  comoyandj^  and  by  the  courage  and  condu£i  of  the 
4<  duke  of  Marlborough,  and  in  the  vidory  obtained  by  your 
<<  majefty^s  fleet,  under,  the  command,  and  by  the  courage  and 
<<  conduA  of  Sir  George  Rooke®/'  As  it  was  known  that 
thefe  ezpreffions  gave  offence  to  maoy  of  the  warmefl;  friends  of 
the  miniftry,  who  thought  there  was  no  comparifpn  between 
the  viAories  gained  at  Blenheim  and  Malaga,  the  houfe  thought 
fit  to  ezpre(s  its  fentiments  more  cl^rly;  and  having,  on  the  fe« 
cotid  of  November,  taken  into  their  ferious  confideration  the 
fervices  both  of  the  fleet  and  the  army,  they  unanimoufly  voted, 
«  That  her  maje(ly  be  defired  to  beftow  her  bounty  upon  the 
«  feamen  and  land  forccsy  who  had  behaved  themfelves  fe  gaU 
^<  lantly  in  the  late  a£tions  both  by  fea  and  land.''  To  which 
her  majefty  very  gracioufly  anfwered,  *^  That  (he  would  give 
<(  her  directions  accordingly  p.^  One  would  have  imagined^ 
that  a£ks  of  ib  folemn  a  nature  muft  have  filenced  Cuch  as  pre* 
tended  to  doubt  the  iervices  performed  by  the  admiral  and  the 
fleet ;  and  yet  it  hath  fince  ap])eared,  that  foaie  of  our  hiftori-) 
ans*>y  a^d  many  of  ow^  mempir- writers'')  havp  attempted  to  per- 
fuade  us,  that,  notwithftanding  thefe  decifions  of  the  queen  and 
parliament,  the  fleet  did  little  or  nothing,  and  that  the  fight  at 
Malaga  was  a  drawn  battle;  in  which,  however,  they  differ 
from  the  D.utqh,  who  ponfeis  that  it  wsis  the  beft  fought  aftioa 
recorded  in  hiftpry  ^  and  that  the  ikill  of  Sir  George  Rooke 
convinced  the  French,  that  it  was  in  vain  any  longer  to  contcft 
with  the  maritime  powers  the  empire  of  the  fea. 

•  « 

o  ChandkT*&  ^9f^t,  YpL  iii.  p.  39»3.  P  AnraU  of  quefn  Aone, 

Tol.  til.  p»  isi.  **  Burnet's  hiftory  of  his  own  rimes,  voi,  ii.  p,  391. 

pidmixon,  vai.  ii.  p.  340,  and  Aich  writers.  ^  Conduct  of  Sarah  Dochefs 

^0*yaj;cr  of  Marlborough,  p.  s^6, 

P^forc 
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3efore  we  conclude  the  naval  traofaAions  of  this  year,  it  i& 
pecefTary  that  we  (hould  again  pafs  into  the  Mediterranean,  in 
order  to  take  a  view  of  the  fervices  performed  there  by  Sir  John 
Ijcake*  The  Spaniards,  who  were  the  beft  judges,  found  our 
pofieffion  of  Gibraltar  (b  great  a  thorn  in  tbeur  fides,  that  zfi  thej 
very  lately  prevailed  pn  the  French  to  hazard  an  engagement  :ft 
fea,  to  f<tcilitate  their  retaking  of  it,  fo  they  afterwards  demands 
ed  and  obtained  a  fquadron  of  French  (hips,  under  the  command 
of  Monf,  de  Poinds,  to  afiift  them  in  carrying  on  the  (iege.  The 
prince  of  tlefie  havipg  fent  early  advice  of  this  to  Lifbon,  Sir 
John  Leake,  in  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  O^ober,  proceed- 
ed with  his  fquadron  to  the  relief  of  the  place,  and  aAually 
landed  feveral  gunners,  carpenters,  and  engineers,  with  a  body 
of  four  hundred  marines ;  but  receiving  intelligence,  that  the 
French  were  approaching  with  a  force  much  fuperior  to  his,  he 
found  it  neceifary  to  return  again  to  Liibon, 

He  did  this  with  a  view  only  to  refit,  and  to  be  in.  a  better 
condition  to  fupply  and  affift  the  garrifon  in  a  fecond  expedition^ 
for  which  he  had  very  prudently  direAed  preparations  to  be 
made  in  his  abfence.  Tliis  enabled  him  to  put  to  fea  again  on 
fhe  twenty*fifth  of  Ofiober,  and  on  the  twenty^ninth  he  enter- 
ed the  b^y  of  Gibraltar  at  a  very  critical  juncture ;  for  that 
very  night  the  enemy  intended  to  dorm  the  town  on  all  fides, 
^nd  had  procured  two  hundred  boats  from^  Cadiz,  in  order  to 
have  landed  three  tboufand  men  near  the  new  mould.  But  Sir 
John  Leake  entered  fo  fuddenly,  that  he  furprifed  in  the  bay  two 
frigates,  one  of  42,  and  the  other  of  24  guns,  a  brigantine  of 
14,  a  fire-{hip  of  |j5,  a  ftore-ihip  full  of  bombs  and  granadoes^i 
two  Englifh  priajes;  and  aTartane  and  another  frigate  of  thirty 
^uns,  which  had  juft  got  out  of  the  bay^  was  taken  by  an  £ng« 
li(b  (hip  tt^at  fpUpwed  her  % 

9  Borchet^  nVf*\  biftoiy,  book  ▼.  ^hap.  17.  Bnrnei*s  hiftorr  of  bis  owq 
limes,  voL  ii.  p.  3j{i.  Oldmizon,  vol.  ii«  lioiidon  G»Mttc,  N°*  4otftf,  40T5* 
Not  only  our  own  writers,  but  even  the  marquis  de  Quincy  ackaowledfes  cKp 
truth  of  this  faA :  he  likewife  tcUs  us  of  an  attempt  made  by  500  men,  wh* 
(rawled  up  the  moontaios,  and  appeared  on  the  back  of  the  town  $  which  they 
had  certainly  uken,  if  they  had  been  properly  fupported ;  but  he  fays  nothing 
of  the  Englifli  forcing  them  oyer  the  precipice,  and  Icaviog  their  mangled  car* 
ctQes  i  melancholy  mark  of  their  own  nShueb^  aad  their  countrymen's  eow^ 
ardie&. 
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The  enemy,  notwithftdnding  thefedi(coiinigeineots,cdkiiiaucd 

the^fiege^  in  expectation  of  a  ftrong  naval  fucconriroin  France, 

and  therefore  Sir  John  Leake  refolved  to  land  a«  many  men  at 

lie  could  fpare,  to  reinforce  the  garHfoo ;  which  he  performed 

-en  the  fecondy  third,  and  fourth  of  November,  and  <:cMitin«e4 

ftill  on  the  coaft  in  order  to  alarm  and  diftivfs  the  enemjr •    On 

the  nineteenth  and  twentteth^  he  ordered  his  fmaSleft  frigates  ts 

go  as  near  the  fliore  aa  poffible,  and  iben  manned  aU  his  boats, 

as  if  he  intended  a  defcent;  but  this  was  done  ib  flowly,  and  the 

troops  feigned  (bch  a  relu&ancy  to  land,  as  ^ave  the  Spaoifli 

general  time  to  draw  down  a  great  body  of  cavalry,  which  cxi^ 

^led  the  admiral  to  put  his  deiign  in  execution,  and  to  ialute 

them  in  fuch  a  manner  with  his  great  and  fmaU  arms,  as  made 

them  fcamper  back  to  their  camp  with  great  precipitation.  The 

Centurion  arrived  on   the  twenty-fecond  of  November,  and 

4)rought  in  with  her  a  French  prize  from  Maitinico,  very  rich* 

ly  laden ;  and  at  the  f.tme  time  gave  the  admiral  intelligence, 

that  he  had  failed  as  hr  as  was  convenient  into  the  bay  of  Ca« 

<liz,  and  had  difcovered  a  very  ftrong  fquadron  there,  which  he 

apprehended  would  loon  be  in  a  condition  to  faH.     Upon  this 

and  feme  other  mti  mat  ions.  Sir  John  Leake  refcdved  to  put  to 

fea,  and  to  ftand  with  his  fleet  to  the  eaftward  of  Gibraltar, 

that  he  might  be  the  better  able  to  take  fuoh  meafures  as  fhouid 

\>c  found  neceflary,  as  well  for  the  prefervation  of  the  place,  as 

for  fecuring  the  fuccours  that  were  expeAed  from  Lifbon'. 

pn  the  fevemh  of  December  arrived  the  Antelope,  with  nine 
tranfports  undei'  her  convoy^  and  two  days  aftenvards  the  New« 
cadle  with  feven  more,  having  on  board  near  two  thoufand 
land  troops.  They  efcaped  the  French  ficct  very  lucidly;  for 
whenthey  were  ofF  cape  Spartel  they  had  fight  of  MonGcur 
Fointis's  fquadroB  confifting  of  twenty -four  fail  of  men  of  war, 
under  Englifli  and  Dutch  colours.  As  they  expe&ed  to  meet 
irhe  confederate  fleet  under  Sir  John  Leake  and  rear*admiral 
Vandcrduflcn  thereabouts,  they  did  their  utmoft  to  join  them  ; 
but  by  good  fortune  were  becalmed.  They  put  their  boats  to 
lea  on  both  fides  to  tow  the  Ihips ;  hot  the  £ngU(h  obfer?ing 

^  Barchet*s  nival  hiOdTf,  fi.  S8i«  The  complete  hiftorf  of  Eorope  f>r 
*7d4,  p.  5»7— 5»P.  ^>4««y  Wftoire  miliuire*  coai.  Iv.  p.  jijo.  Mercsro  hif- 
<ori^ttc  et  politique,  torn.  37<  P«  58p>  ^^i*    London  Gszcttc,  N°.  4077,  4oSa. 

that 
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tli^t  t}\e  men  of  war  ftretchcd  themfdvcs,  »Qd  endeavoured  tcy 

make  a  half-moon  to  furround  them,  they  made  a  private  fignal^ 

v^hich  Sir  John  Leake  would  have  underftood.     This  fpoUed 

the  meafures  of  the  French^  who  were  thereby  difcoveredi  andi 

pot  up  their  colours,  and  endeavoured  to  fall  upon  the  tran{^ 

^rts^  but  they  eixraped  by  means  of  their  oars;  and  the  night 

coming  on,  they  got  away  by  favour  of  a  fmall  breeze  from  the 

fbutb'Weft.     By  the  arrival  of  the&  iuccours,  the  garrifon  was^ 

Hicres^fed  to  upwards  of  three  thou£ind  men  v  and  having  alrea*- 

dy  obt;tfned  many  advantages  over  the  enemy,  it  was  no  longer 

thought  reiiuifite  to  keep  the  fleet,  which  by  l<mg  fervice  was. 

now  but  in  an  indifferent  condition,,  either  in  the  bay,  or  o» 

dic^oaft  ^  efpecially  when  it  was  confi^ered  that  Monf.  Pointis 

was  fo  npar  with  »  force  equal,  if  not  Aiperior  to  that  of  Sir 

John  Leake.     The  prinec  of  Hefie  having  acknowledged  this 

to  be  reafionable,  the  admiral  caUed  ^  council  of  war  on  the 

twenty-firft  of  December,,  and  having  laid  before  them  the  true 

ftate  of  the  cafe,,  it  was  unanimoufly  refolved  to^  (ail  with  all 

convenient  fpeed  to  Lifbon  in  order  to  refit,  and  to  provide  furn 

rher  fupplies  for  the  garrifon^  in  x:a&,  aa  the  Spaniards  gave  out,, 

they  fhould  receive  fuch  reinforcements  from  king  Louis  and 

king  Philip,,  as  would  enable  them  to  renew  the  fiege  both  bf 

kn4  andfea..  Thi»  refolution  was  as  fpeedily  executed  as  wifely 

taken,  and  the  fleet  arrived  at  Lifbon  in  the  latter  end  of  1 704^ 

where  we  fliali  leave  them  in  order  to  return  to  what  vvas  doing- 

at  home,  and  the  preparations  made  for  carrying  oa  the  war  by 

&a  with  greater  vigour  in  the  next  year  than  they  had  been  at 

9ny  time  fince  the  beginning  of  this  difpute  ^ 

It  was  a  common  complaint  at  this  jun&ure,  that  we  did  not 
]^olecute  the  war  at  fea  with  fa  much  vigour  as  alight  be  ex»; 
pe£led  from  a  nation  £b  powerful  on  that  element :  that  the 
enemy's  taking  our  (hips  was  »  reproach  on  the  nation,  whlcii 
ought  to  fall  under  the  notice  of  parliament.  In  anfwer  to  this,. 
I  mean  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  it  was  faid^  that  though  the 

•  ^ 

fa£ls  could  jaot  be  denied,  yet  on  the  other  hand  it  mufl  be  al- 
lowed, that  the  board  of  admiralty  could  not  do  more  than  the 

V  Burchct*!  naval  hiftorf,  p.  58i.     Annals  of  9^:cn  Annc^vol.  iii.    Loadoa 
G«ze«e«  N°.  4C')l»  4987,  40;$. 

&pplie» 


8d  N  A  V  A  L    H  I  S  f  O  R  Y 

ftipplies  granted  by  parliament  would  enable  them  ;  and  tliit 
therefore,  if  mbre  was  expe£led  from,  more  ought  to  be  dose 
for  them.  This  was  chiefly  faid  by  the  admirals  and  their  fricndsi 
who  were  very  numerous.  The  houfe  having  conGdercd  tbe 
whole  affair  with  great  attentiort,  came  at  leiigtb,  on  the  ieventh 
of  November,  1 704,  to  the  following  refolutions,  viz.  That 
forty  thoufand  feamenihould  be  allowed  for  the  year  1705,  in- 
eluding  eight  thoufand  itaarines.  On  the  nihth  they  refolved  that 
one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  (hould  be  allowed  for  the  ordi- 
nary of  the  navy  for  the  fame  ye^ ;  ahd  that  forty  thoufand 
pounds  (liould  be  given  to  the  oiSce  of  oi^dnance  for  the  fea  fer* 
vice,  over  and  above  the  ufiial  provifion ;  and  that  ten  thoo(and 
pounds  fliould  be  given  for  making  a  wharf  and  (Idre^houfe  at 
Portfmouth.  Thefe  were  great  and  glorious  [^ovifions,  fuch  al 
iliewed  that  the  people  were  defirous  hot  to  fpare  their  treafure^ 
where  the  credit  of  the  crown  and  their  own  intereft  #ere  at 
ftake  *. 

Tet  in  the  latter  end  of  this,  and  in  the  beginning  of  the  fuc- 
ceeding  year,  certain  inquiries  were  made  in  the  houfe  of  lordsi 
which  did  as  great  honour  to  that  aflembly,  as  they  gave  pain  td 
fome  in  the  adminiftration.  A  great  clamour  had  been  railed 
againfl  the  prince's  council,  for  not  giving  fufficient  attention  to 
merchatits,  and  for  having  very  little  regard  to  the  refentmelit 
Ihewn  by  that  houfe  againft  certain  perfons,  and  certlin  prcK 
ceedings.  Lord  Haverfham's,  and  fome  other  lords  v^arni 
fpeeches,  raifed  a  great  heat ;  hot  before  any  addrefs  was  made 
to  the  queen,  two  committees  of  inquiry  were  appointed  ;  one 
to  infpef):  the  books  at  the  admiralty-office,  in  order  to  fee  tx* 
a£tiy  what  condudt  the  board  had  purfued,  and  the  Other  to 
coniider  what  was  done  at  fea.  This  was  certainly  a  very  cleai* 
and  methodical  way  of  aAing,  and  contributed  to  the  laying 


w  Tt  muft  be  obferved,  that  the  ruppliei  were  carried  In  the  fiotire  of  oonr 
mont  before  the  leaft  notice  was  given  by  the  miniftry,  that  Sir  George  Rooke 
ha<l  ]o(\  their  favour.  In  this,  there  was  a  great  deat  of  policy,  becaaft  the  ma" 
jority  of  that  houfe  of  commoni  were  Tories  (  and  if  ihey  had  been  at  mil  twwtt 
of  Sir  George  Rooke*ft  being  forced  to  refign,  or,  as  Mr.  Oldmixon  phrafes  «,• 
being  laid  afide,  they  might  have  been  Ufa  iaclia«l  to  receive  from  tiw  maiiftry 
implicitly  the  terns  of  the  fupply* 

« 

6pcii 
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^ptti  all  the  wrong  ftepis  chat  had  been  winked  at)  either  on  ac- 
count of  private  friendlhipS)  or  through  the  prejudices  of  part  j*. 

In  the  £rft  placet  the  houfe  obferved,  that  twenty-two  (hips 
had  been  employed  to  cruize  the  whole  fummeT)  and  they  ihew<t 
ed)  from  their  accounts  returned  to  the  admiralty-office,  that 
they  had  performed  their  duty  fo  negligently,  as  not  to  have 
done  more  than  from  tht-^e  ihips,  commanded  by  a&ive  captains^ 
might  have  been  juftly  expcAed.  They  likewife  complained^ 
that  there  were  ten  flags  in  pay,  three  of  which  were  not  at  fea  ^ 
that  Mn  €hurchill  had  not  been  at  fea  in  any  one  year  this  war ) 
that  Mr»  Graydon  had  been  afliore  all  the  laft  year^  and  that  he 
had  been  employedj  notwithftanding  a  former  addrefs  for  his 
difcharge;  that  Sir  James  Wifliart,  though  a  rear-admiral,  had 
the  laft  year  been  8ir  George  Rooke^s  captain  i  that  Sir  John 
Munden,  though  he  had  not  done  his  duty,  had  a  pcnGon  of 
three  hundred  and  nineteen  pounds  a-year,  isfc.  Though  the 
queen  could  not  be  very  well  pleafed  with  an  addrefs  which  ro- 
fleAed  on  the  fupinenefs  of  her  royal  confort,  yet  (he  concealed 
her  diilike'y  and  akifwered,  Feb.  5,  *<  Your  addrefs  contains  ma* 
'<  ny  obfervations^  which  I  will  conGder  particularly^  and  give 
**  fuch  directions  u^bn  them,  as  may  bt  moft  for  the  advantagti 
««  of  the  public  fcrvice  */* 

Thusj  between  the  two  houfes,  the  bufinefs  of  the  nation^ 
with  refpe£i  to  naval  affairs,  was  very  fully  done.  The  lords 
took  care  to  corref^,  or  at  leaft  to  point  out^  what  Was  amifs  ia 


>  Thif  addrefs  of  the  lordi  was  prcfented  to  the  qtieeo  on  the  5th  of  Fcbrti** 
ky,  1704*5*  It  U,  without  queQion,  one  of  the  mod  vlluabie  (late  papers  es» 
tant,  As  It  is  a  noble  iiiftance  of  the  true  fpiric  of  an  £Dgli(h  parliament.  li 
Ihews)  how  inquiries  may,  and  ought  to  be  conduced,  and  how  agreeable  it  if 
to  the  nature  of  our  confHtniion  to  lay  before  the  crown,  aod  e&hibit  to  tb^ 
people  true  reprefentationft  of  the  (late  of  public  affairs,  cbac  men  may  (ke  how 
the  money  goa,  which  is  faid  to  be  riifed  for  their  fervloe,  and  not  look  upoil 
Ihe  public  as  a  bad  Reward,  that  receives  and  pays  without  account  This,  I 
Will  be  bold  to  fay,  was  the  teafon  that  thii  wat  was  carried  on  fo  mtach  cheaper 
than  our  naval  armaments  have  been  ever  fince :  for,  when  inquiries  are  frc- 
qbent,  frauds  fcldom  happen ;  but  when  thefe  are  either  difcouraged,  made  only 
for  form,  or  fo  turned  as  to  fcrve  the  little  purpofes  of  patties,  who,  under 
colour  of  difcovering  the  faults  of  a  miniilry,  meao  no  more  than  to  become 
miniOers  themfelvefr;  things  mn(l  go  from  bad  to  worfei  and  a  fpirit  of  plunder'- 
ing  infinuate  itfelf  tluough  all  public  offices. 

Vol.  III.  L  paft 
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paft  tranfa£lions ;  and  the  commons  made  ample  provifioD  far 
the  thorough  fupply  of  whatever  was  oeceifary  in  times  to  come. 
Yet  in  doing  all  this,  fbme  (harp  expreiSons  efcaped^  efpeciallj 
in  the  houfe  of  peers,  which  certainly  flowed  rather  from  a  zeal 
to  party,  than  any  love  to  juftice  ;  which  gave  fucb  difguft  to 
Sir  George  Rookc^  that,  after  all  the  honours  had  been  paid 
him,  be  declined  any  further  command,  as  defiring  that  the 
queen  might  be  eafy,  and  the.  nation  well  fcrved,  rather  than 
that  any  opportunities  might  be  given  him  of  adding  either  to 
his  reputation  or  eftate.  This  is  the  true  ftate  of  the  cafe,  as 
far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn  ^  nor  can  I  believe,  what  fome 
warm  people  have  ventured  to  aiTcrt,  that  the  brd  treafurer, 
Godolphin,  procured  Sir  George  to  be  laid  aGde,  in  order  to 
gratify  the  duke  of  Marlborough }  a  fuggeftion  better  becoming 
the  narrow  fpirit  of  a  party-writer,  than  the  wifdom  of  that 
great  lord,  or  the  kpown  calomefs  and  equanimity  of  the  noUe 
duke^. 

In 


f  Mr.  Hornby,  the  reputed  aothor  of  the  ftmovtt  cavett  again((  the  Whi^s, 
which  it  now  become  extremelf  fcarce,  gives  the  follc«ing  rcflc-^ioni  on  the 
difgraceof  this  grcit  admiral.  *'  In  1704,"  fays  he  *<  Sir  George  Rooke,  wiik 
**  a  crew  of  cabin-bays»  took  the  aimoft  imprcgoabie  fortrefs  of  Gibralur;  fe 
•*  chat,  at  the  fame  time,  BritiQi  trophies  were  erc^ed  eiftward  as  far  at  the 
**  banks  of  the  Danube,  and  her.  flags  were  fceo  waving  on  the  towers  of  the 
**  moft  wedero  part  of  Europe,  where  Hercules  fiacd  his  ne  plus  ultra.  After 
*'  this,  under  great  difadvantages,  both  in  the  number,  rates,  and  condition  of 
*'  his  (hips,  and,  above  all,  in  the  want  of  ammunition,  he  fo  far  convinced  the 
**  French  how  unequal  a  maicfa  they  were  for  us  on  the  watry  element,  that 
"  they  nrver  after  ventured  to  equip  another  royal  navy;  yer,  how  were  his 
**  ferviccs  undervalued  by  the  faAion  here  I  Gibraltar,  which  was  able  to  defy 
**  the  power  of  Spain,  and  to  baffle  and  wafte  their  army  in  a  fruitleia  fiege,  and 
**  which  is  tike  to  continue  to  future  ages,  an  honour  to  our  arms,  and  a  fafe- 
guard'to  nnr  commerce,  was  a  place  of  no  fltcngth  or  vaine,  and  the  engage- 
ment at  icA  was  celebrated  with  lampoons,  inficad  of  congratulations.  Nci- 
*'  iher  his  anions  in  this  war,  nor  in  the  lad,  his  conduct  in  favtng  our  Turkey 
<*  fleet,  or  his  courage  in  deOroying  the  French,  (hips  at  La  Hogue,  could  pre 
"  vail  with  them  to  allow  him  any  (h^re  of  fkill  or  bravery;  fo  that  he  is  Co 
"  wait  for  juftice  from  impartial  poflerity,  not  only  in  tbefe  qualities,  but 
**  one  much  more  rare  in  this  age,  which  he  (hewed  in  refufing  to  aflk  a  privy  feal 
**  for  a  f om  of  money  remaining  in  his  hands  of  what  had  been  remitted  to  him : 
**  as  he  had  npt  wafted  it  in  monftrons  bowls  of  punch,  fo  he  feorned  to  enrich 
**  himfeif  by  converting  the  public  trcafure  to  bis  own  ufe,  butjuflty  accounted 
*'  for  it.    Thcic  moaumcncs,  in  fpite  of  envy  and  detrafiion,  will  remain  to 

"  hi< 
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In  confequencc  of  this  mcafure,  however  brought  about,  a 
ibrt  of  thorough  change  enfued  in  the  admiralty.  Sir  Cloud efley 
Shovel  was  appointed  rear-admiral  of  England,  and  admiral  and 
commander  in  chief  of  the  fleet  \  Sir  John  Leake  was  appointed 
irice-admiral  of  the  white  fquadron,  as  Sir  George  By ng  was  of 
the  blue;  Sir  Thomas  Dilkcs,  rear-admiral  of  the  redj  Williani 
Whctftonc,  Efq;  rear-admiral  of  the  white,  and  Sir  John  Jen- 
nings, rear-admiral  of  the  blue.  I  have  tlrrown  thefe  debater 
and  promotions  into  the  mofl  regular  order  I  could,  for  the 
reader's  cafe  and  my  own,  that  I  might  the  fooner  return  to  ac- 
tion, and  to  the  exploits  of  our  fca  force,  under  thefe  new  com- 
manders ;  and  though  I  have  not  obferved  the  Ari6t  rules  of 
chronolpgy,  yet,  as  the  promotions  were  the  cffcft  of  the  in- 
quiries, I  hope  the  reader  will  be  fatisfied  with  my  manner  of 
ftating  it.  Thefe  formalities  thus  fettled,  let  us  now  proceed  to 
the  tranfaAions  of  the  fleet,  under  the  command  of  Sir  John 
Leake  in  the  Mediterranean,  who*  (hewed  no  lefs  prudence  and 
fortitude  in  ^preferving  Gibraltar,  than  Sir  George  Rooke  had 
done  courage  and  condud  in  acquiring  it '. 

The  French  and  Spaniards,  as  their  own  writers  confefs, 
were  obftinate  in  their  refolution  of  retaking  Gibraltar,  cof^ 
what  ic  would^  The  eagerncfs  (hewn  by  king  Philip  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  had  like  to  have  been  fatal  to  him ;  and  the  method  he 
took  to  regain  Gibraltar,  had  well  nigh  loft  him  Spain,  by  dif- 
gulling  moft  of  the  nobility.  Hitherto,  the  marquis  Villadarias 
had  commanded  before  the  town,  an^  had  done  all  that  a  man 
could  do,  in  a  very '  bad  feafon,  with  very  indifferent  troops*. 
King  Philip,  however,  removed  him,  and  fent  marflial  de  Teile^ 
a  Frenchman,  with  the  title  of  captain- general,  to  command  in 
his  place ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  baron  de  Fointis  was  ordered 
to  fail  with  his  fquadron  from  Cadiz  to  block  up  the  placq  by. 
fea.    This  being  performed,  the  Spaniards  m^de  no  doubt  of 

^**  his  honour  in  the  records  of  time,  tnd  his  memory,*  will  Hve  without  the  aflif^ 
*'  tance  or  cxpence  of  a  lumpifli  pile  of  ftones,  clamped  np  agatnft  the  wails  of 
"  WeOminOer. abbey,  as  was  beftowed  to  commemorate  the  lofs  of  Tome  of  her 
**  iTia}cfiy*s  (hips,  and  the  more  valuable  Utcs  of  many  of  her  fubjeAs,  for 
"  waAt  of  common  care  and  difcrction.*' 

z  London  Gizrtte,  N^.  4086,4090,  4091,  Burnet,  vol.  ii.  Oldniixon,  vol.  \u 
Chandler's  debates,  vol.  Ui. 
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liiclr  being  quicily  mafters  of  tbe  dty ;  and  indeed  the  priocQ 
of  HcSt  found  the  French  general  fo  much  better  acquainted 
with  the  art  of  war,  and  fa  much  better  fuppHed  with  aU  thiafs 
|iecefi^ry»  than  tbe  Spaniard  had  heen,  that  he  thought  it  reqni- 
fite  tQ  fend  an  exprefs^  directly  to  Lifbon,  to  deiire  Sir  Joha 
Xeake  to  come  with  all  imaginable  fpeed  to  his  afliftance  '.  Sir 
Thomas  Dilkes  was  in  the  mean  time  arrived  from  England, 
with  five  third  rates,  and  a  body  of  troops  s  and  thefe  beii^ 
|mbarked»  Sir  John  failed  from  Lifhon  on  the  fixth  of  Idarchj 
to,  prcveiit  the  lofs  of  this  important  fortrefs**. 

Upon  the  ninth  of  the  fame  month,  he  had  figbt  of  cape 
^partell,  but  not  having  light  enough  to  reach  the  hay  of  Gi- 
braltar, he  thought  proper  to  lie  by,  to  prevent  his  being  difiro- 
vered  from  the  Spanifh  fliore,  intending  to  furprize  the  enemy 
early  in  the  morning  ^  but,  by  bad  weather,  was  prevented  firom 
making  fail  fo  foon  as  he  intended.  About  half  an  hoar  paft 
five,  he  was  within  two  miles  of  cape  Cabretta,  when  he  dtf- 
covered  only  five  fail  making  out  of  the  b^y^  and  a  gun  fired 
at  them  from  Europe  point  y  whereupon,  condudiiig  the  gar<f 
Tjfon  was  {afe,  he  gave  chace  to  the  (hips,  which  proved  to  be 
the  Magnanimous  of  74  guns,  the  Lilly  of  86,  the  Ardent  of 
66,  the  Arrogapt  of  60,  and  the  Marquis  of  56. 

ALt  firfl,  they  made  for  the  Barbary  fhore ;  but  feeing  oar 
fleet  gained  uppn  them,  they  ftood  for  the  Spaniih  coaft :  at 
atne  o'clock  Sir  Thomas  Dilkcs,  on  board  her  majefty'-a  ihip  Re-s 
yenge,  together  with  the  Newcaftle,  Antelope,  Expedition^  and 
a  Dutch  man  of  wair,  got  within  half  gun  (hot  of  the  Arrogant, 
and  after,  a  very  little  refiftance  (he  ftr^ck,  the  Newcaftlc's 
hoat  getting  firft  on  board  her.  Before  one  o'clock,  the  Ardent 
and  the  Marquis,  with  two  Dutch  men  of  war,  and  tbe  Mag? 
l)animous,  with  the  LiUy^  ran  afliore  a  little  to  the  wcftward  of 

•  It  was  the  grea(  iDisfortun^i  of  l^ing  Philip,  that  Few  of  the  Spanifli  officers 
^ere  ^blc  to  ferve  him  c0cAuiliy;  amd  yet  none  of  them  could  bear  the 
fhonghii  of  fer/tng  under  Frenchmco*  His  malting  irarfbal  de  TeiTe  capuin- 
general,  gave  ei(cc(!^ve  oj&oce,  inromvich,  that  many  of  the  principal  oobility, 
amd  fome  who  had  confiderab^  offices-  about  his  perfon,  immediately  entered  io- 
to  intrl^acf  for  dri?ing  him  out  again.  Quincy,  biiloire  militairc,  p.  441,  Mc- 
Cscire*  de  La  Torres,  JLarrberr,  &c, 

b,  ^on^on  paietie,  K^.  4104,  410$. 
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^tarbella*  The  former,  on  board  whteh  was  the  baron  de 
7oiQtiSy  ran  aihore  with  fo  moch  force,  chat  aU  her  mafts  came 
by  the  board  as  foon  as  (he  ftnick  upon  At  gfoand,  and  tmlf 
her  hull,  horn  the  trafiril  to  the  midfliips,  remained  above  wa- 
ter, which  the  enemy  fet  fire  to  in  the  night,  as  they  did  lo  |he 
UHy  ncj^t  rooming.  After  the  engagement  was  over,  Mr  fqusN 
dron  got  farther  from  the  fliore,  and  on  the  twelfth  looked  in- 
to Malaga  road,  where  her  majefty's  (hips,  the  Swallow  and 
licopardi  chaced  a  French  merchant-man  afbore,  of  the  burden 
of  about  three  hundred  tons,  which  the  enemy  burnt,  Therefl 
of  the  enemy^s  fhips,  having  been  blown  from  thesr  anchors 
fome  days  before  Sir  John's  arrival,  took  fheher  in  Malaga  bay  | 
and  foon  after  hearing  the  report  of  our  guns,  cut  f  heir  cables 
and  made  the  heft  of  their  way  to  Toulon^. 

Upon  this,  marihal  de  Tefle,  finding  it  now  ^fohiteiy  in  vaia 
to  continue  the  fiege,  formed  a  blockade,  and  withdrew  the  r^ 
ef  his  troops,  M.  Pointis  was  well  received  at  the  coun  of 
France,  notwithdanding  his  misfortune,  neither  did  themarfluit 
de  Tefle  meet  with  any  check  on  account  ef  his  behaviour ;  and 
indeed  it  would  have  been  hard  if  he  bad,  Gnce  he  had  d^ne  all 
that  man  could  do,  there  havmg  been  thrown  into  Gibraltar,  by 
the  fifteenth  of  March,  new  ftile,  more  than  eight  thoufand 
bombs,  and  upwards  of  fevenry  tboufand  cannon-(hoc  fired^ 
though  to  very  little  purpofe  ^. 

While  thefe  great  things  were  doing  in  the  Mediterranean^ 
Sir  George  Byng  was  fent  with  a  fmall  fquadron  of  ctoitcts  in^ 
to  the  Sounding^.  He  failed  ii)  the  latter  end  of  January,  with 
a  large  and  rich  fleet  of  outward-bound  merchant-fhips.  As 
foon  as  he  had  feeii  thefe  fafe  into  the  fea,  he  difpofed  of  his 
fquadron  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  he  thought  moft  proper  for  £0^ 
curing  o\ir  own  trade|.  and  far  n^eeting  with  the  French  priva- 

«  Bnrchet,  Bnrnet,  Oldmixoii :  but  all  tbeie  are  taken  fVom  the  aceotint  pah- 
filhed  in  the  Gazettr,  N^.  4iitf. 

d  The  obftinacf  of  the  two  court!,  in  •Uigin^  their  generali  to  continne  this 
fiege,  when  they  wtre  thoroaghly  fenfible  that  it  wu  to  no  parpOle,  proved  the 
rain  of  their  afTairt  in  Spain,  at  lead  for  that  canpalgA  ;  and  if  it  had  not  been 
ibr  I  be  accident  of  the  etrl  of  Gal  way's  lofing  hit  arm  by  a  caniion*(bor^  wlfidi 
occafioned  the  railing  the  (lege  of  Badajoz,  k\ng  Philip  in  all  probability  ba< 
iMen  driven  ont  of  Spain.  Memoirei  de  la  Torres,  torn  iv.  p.  204.  Qoincy 
hlftoirt  miiitafre^  torn.  iy.  p.  44^,  ^51.    Lambcrti,  con,  iii.  p,  514. 
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tecrs.  Aftiongft  other  new  regulations  which  had  heen  the  coii> 
fequence  of  their  merchants  complaint,  one  was  the  fending  a 
flag-officer  to  have  the  conftant  dire£^ion  of  the  cruizers  ;  which 
in  this  cafe  appeared  a  very  wife  proviiion,  fince  Sir  George 
Byng,  by  this  difpofition  of  his  fhipst  was  fo  fortunate  as  to  take 
from  the  enemy  a  man  of  war  of  forty-four  guns,  twelve  priva- 
teerSy  and  feven  merchant-ihips,  moft  of  which  were  richly  la- 
den from  the  Weft  Indies.  The  number  of  men  taken  on  board 
all  thefe  prizes  was  upwards  of  two  thoufand,  and  of  guns  three 
hundred  thurty.four.  This  remarkable  fuccefs  made  a  great  noife 
at  that  time ;  it  was  publifhed  by  particular  dire£lions  from  the 
courtf  and  has  been  fince  thought  worthy  of  being  inferted  in  a 
general  hiftory ;  and  yet  there  is  not  a  word  faid  of  the  whole 
affair  by  Mr.  fecretary  Burchet)  who  muft  have  known  all  the 
particulars  of  it  as  well,  or  better  than  any  man,  which  renders 
his  omiflion  the  more  extraordinary.  This  gave  fuch  a  blow  to 
the  French  privateers,  that  they  fcarce  ventured  into  the  chan- 
nel all  the  year  after,  but  chofe  rather  to  fail  northward,  in 
hopes  of  meeting  with  fome  of  our  ihips  homeward-bound  from 
the  Baltic  ^ 

We  are  now  to  give  an  account  of  the  exploits  that  were  prr- 
formed  by  the  grand  fleet,  which  was  commanded  by  the  fa- 
mous earl  of  Peterborough,  and  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel,  as  joint 
admirals ;  and  the  firft  orders  they  received,  were,  to  proceed 
for  the  Mediterranean,  with  the  force  then  ready,  which  amount- 
ed to  twenty-nine  fail  of  line-of-battle  fhips,  befides  frigates, 


^  See  the  Gazette,  N^.  4x07,   Sir   G^rge  took  it  this  time  the  followinj 
pHzci : 

PWvateers.  Ottns.  Men.  Privateeri. 

Tbrtis,  a  man  of  war  of  44  %so  jSaulpftrdl, 

Defm  ri4,        -        -  -    35  240  Minerve, 

Philippe,         -         •  .•**  **P  MarvclUcnx,    -    - 

Conftable,        •          .  -    30  110  Poftboy, 

Voter,         -         -■  •        aS  axo  Bonavcnture, 

Royal,            •             -  atf  200  Admirable,         • 

Bcringhen,          •  -      14  160 

As  aifo  feveo  French  mercbant-lbips,  mcQ  of  them  rUhly  laden,  fron  the 
WeO  Indies. 
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fire-ihips,  bombs,  and  other  fmall  craft  f.    On  the  eleventh  of 

June  they  arrived  in  the  river  of  Lifbon,  where  they  found  Sir 

John  Leake,  with  his  fquadron,  In  great  want  of  provifions| 

upon  which  the  admiral  ordered  them  to  be  fupplied  out  of  the 

fbores  brought  from  England,  and  that  for  four  months  whole 

allowance.  On  the  fifteenth  of  June  a  council  of  war  was  held, 

at  which  were  prefent  the  joint  admirals.  Sir  Stafford  Fairbome^ 

Sir  John  Leake,  Sir  Thomas  Dilkes,  and  John  Norris,  Efq; 

then  captain  to  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  \  of  the  Dutch,  admiral 

AUemond,  vice-admiral  Waflenaer,  rear-admiral  Vanderduflen, 

and  rear-admiral  de  Jonge ;  in  which  it  was  determined  to  put 

to  fea  with  forty^eight  (hips  of  the  line,  EngliO)  and  Dutch,  and 

difpofe  them  in  fuch  a  (lation  between  cape  Spartell  and  thq 

bay  of  Cadiz,  as  might  beft  prevent  the  jun£lion  of  the  French 

fquadron  from  Toulon  and  Breft^. 

On  the  twenty- fecond  of  June,  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel,  with 

the  fleet,  failed  for  Lifbon }  from  thence  he  failed  to  Altea*bay, 

and  there  took  in  his  Catholic  majefly,  who  pre/Ted  the  earl  of 

Peterborough  to  make  an  immediate  attempt  on  the  city  of 

Barcelona,  and  the  province  of  Catalonia;  where  he  was  a£- 

fured  the  people  were  well  zfft&cd  to  him  *■•  This  being  agreed 

to,  the  fleet  failed  accordingly  to  Barcelona,  and  arrived  on  the 

twelfth  of  Augufl.      After  the  troops  were  debarked,    there 

were  many  difputes,  whether  the  fiege  ihould,  or  ihould  not^ 

be  undertaken ;  but  at  lafl  the  af&rmative  carried  it ;  and  then 

a  propofal  was  made,  that  the  fleet  fhould  land  two  thoufand 

five  hundred  men,  ezclufive  of  the  marines,  and  that  the  Dutch 

fliould  land  fix  hundred  of  their  men  ;  which  was  agreed  to  y 

on  condition,  however,  that  on  the  firft  certain  intelligence  of 

the  French  fleet's  being  at  fea,  both  fcamen  and  marines  fliould 


f  Burchei'i  naval  hift.  book  t.  chap.  i8.  Annals  of  queen  Anne,  vol.  iv. 
p.  137.  l.ondon  Gazette,  N^.  4116,  Sir  ^loadcHey  Shovel  was  the  feantan 
picked  oot  by  the  oppodce  p«rry,  to  rival  Sir  George  Rooke,  ani  mighty  ex- 
peAationt  were, railed  ori  account  of  his  being  at  the  head  of  the  grand  fleet. 
There  was  likewife  a  good  deal  of  paius  taken  to  equ'tp  the  (hips  he  was  to  com- 
mand iQ  fuch  a  manner,  as  that  he  mi^ht  want  nothing  abroad  ;  but  by  his  a^^i- 
vity  this  year,  jufiify  their  cenfures  of  what  was  done  the  laft. 

i  Borchet*a  naval  hidory,  p,  695.  b  Burners  h\(\.  of  his  own 

times,  vol.  ii.  p.  419.     AnojU  of  queen  Aune,  vo!.  iv.  p.  2^7.     Lo.id.  Gaz^ 

imbark 


tttib»rk  again  immediately.  It  was  ocxt  deliberated  ia  a  cottnrl 
i>f  war»  whether  the  admiral's  inArudions,  in  regard  to  tbc 
duke  of  Savoy^  Hiould  be  complied  with  or  not  i  and  it  va 
rcfolved,  that  as  the  winter  feafon  was  advancing^  it  wag  too 
late  for  the  fleet  to  proceed  to  the  coaft  of  Italy  :  and,  at  tbf 
fame  council  of  war,  it  was  determined  to  return  to  England 
the  firft  fair  wind  after  the  twentieth  of  September  i. 

On  the  third  of  September,  the  prince  of  Heile  having 
formed  a  fchcme  for  attacking  Fort  Mountjuic,  it  was  put  i& 
execution ;  and  though  it  coft  his  highnefs  his  life,  yet,  through 
the  extraordinary  bravery  of  the  earl  of  Peterborough,  who 
renewed  the  attack,  it  was  taken.  This  giving  a  happy  pro- 
fpeft  of  the  redudtion  of  the  place,  the  gunners  and  carpenters 
demanded  by  my  lord  Peterborough,  were  ordered  by  Sir 
Cloudefley  Shovel  to  be  in  conftant  readinefs  to  land.  After 
this  fuccefs,  the  fiege  was  puQied  with  great  vigour;  the 
trenches  were  opened  the  ninth,  and  batteries  raifed  for  fifty 
guns  and  twenty  mortars.  His  Catholic  majefty  having  at  length 
confcnted  to  it,  our  bomb-veflcls  threw  four  hundred  and  twelve 
fliells  into  the  town ;  and  eight  Engltih  and  Dutch  (hips,  under 
the  command  of  Sir  Stafford  Fairborne,  being  appointed  to  can- 
nonade it  from  the  fea,  while  the  cannon  from  the  batteries  and 
fort  continued  to  do  the  like  on  fliore,  the  viceroy  defired  to 
capitulate  the  twenty-third,  and  the  capitulation  being  figned  the 
twenty-eighth,  the  gate  and  badion  of  St.  Angelo  was  deliver* 
ed  up  the  fame  day,  and  the  whole  city  in  a  few  days  after* 
The  furrender  of  this  capital  of  Catalonia  fb  (farengthened  king 
Charles's  party,  that  the  whole  principality,  Rofe's  only  except* 
ed,  fubmitted  foon  after  *. 

I  ft  it  very  clear  from  the  original  papers,  which  have  been  priared  iti  reladon 
to  this  afTdir,  that  the  adnniral,  from  the  time  of  hii  coming  before  Bircclona,  to 
the  reducing  of  that  city,  did  all  that  was  in  hit  power  for  the  fervice  of  lung 
Charles ;  and  it  likewife  appears  from  th$  letters  of  the  prince  of  Hcfle  to  hiv^ 
that  he  was  the  perfun  principally  depended  upon  by  his  Cuholie  majefty^  and  ie 
whom  he  conf^ancly  applied  when  ditircfled  by  hit  wants,  or  vexed  by  the  carl  of 
Peterborough's  hum>.nirs.  It  is  no  Icfs  clear  from  the  ftme  letters,  that  the  tarl  of 
Peterborough  applied  to  him  in  like  manner  in  all  bit  dUfiCttlties,  and  #as  coo- 
ftantly  afTiftcd  and  relieved ;  To  that  one  may  iafely  ailert,  that  8i^  Ooudtlley 
Shovel  was  the  foul  of  this  expeditbn,  and  that  witboot  him  nothio|(  waa,  nor 
indeed  could  be  done. 

k  Burchet*s  naval  hif>.  p.  68$,  dSy.  The  complete  hidi  of  Sifbpe  ht  tyoj, 
p.  3x3.     Load.  Gdz.  Ko.  41  ^4i  41779  4>79« 

AU 
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AH  the  vorld  knows,  that  the  reduAion  of  Barceldna  has 
been  conddered  as  one  of  the  bnOfl  esctraordinar/  events  that 
fell  out  in  chis^  or  perhaps  in  any  modern  wai* ;  ahd  though  we 
have  already  many  accounts  of  it,  which  feem  tb  attribute  it, 
feme  to  one  thing,  fome  t6  atiother^  yet  I  ><rill  be  bold  to  fay^ 
that  nothing  but  the  ailiftance  given  by  our  fleet  could  {iofiibly 
have  reduced  it;  When  there  waiited  men  to  cai-ty  oh  ihe 
works,  thefe  were  fpared  Brom  the  fleets  fo  were  carpencei^ 
%ind  engineers.  While  our  army  was  before  the  place,  captain 
Loads  was  fcnt  to  reduce  Denia,  and  captiain  CaVetidifli  to  tkke 
Terragona,  both  which  they»effcfted.  When  artilldry  was 
Wanted^  it  was  landed  froni  the  fleet;  and  wheti  ammunition 
was  wanted  for  this  artillery,  all  the  twetity-four  and  eighteen 
pound  {hot  were  landed  for  the  fupply  of  the  bat teriesj  Except 
ais  much  as  would  fupply  thirty  rounds ;  and  when  the  city- 
was  takenj  and  a  gah-ifoh  eftablifhed  there  by  king  Charles 
the  third,  the  fleet  landed  eighteen  tiundred  barrels  of  gun- 
powder^  eight  brafs  canilonj  and  all  the  three  pound  £hot  they 
had '. 

On  the  Grft  of  Oftobcr  it  Was  refblved  in  a  council  of  l¥ar, 
that  Sir  CloudeiHey  Shovel  fhould  proceed  for  England  with  the 
beft  part  of  the  fleet )  that  Sir  John  Leake,  with  a  ftrong  fqua- 
dron,  ihould  be  left  in  the  Mediterranean ;  that  fit  fliips  flibuld 
be  left  t6  attend  the  earl  of  Peterborough,  two  niorie  remain  at 
i&ibraltar,  and  a  third  and  fourth  rate  be  employed  at  the  re- 
queft  of  his  Portuguefe  majefty  in  cruizing  for  the  homeward- 
bound  Brazil  fleet"; 

In 

« 

t  Oldm'xon's  hiflorjr  of  the  Stsarts,  vol.  tl.  p.  jtfi.  Borchet,  annaU  of 
qnecn  Anoe,  vol.  iv.  p.  X4X.  Mcrcure  hiflbriqiie  et  politique,  tome  jixxix« 
p.  ^66. 

"  In  order  to  convince  the  reader  of  die  troth  of  whit  hi»  been  adi'reed,  ic 
may  not  be  amifft  to  Uy  before  hini  part  of  a  letter  written  by  Sir  CloudeQey  to 
Ms  royal  highhcfi  the  lord  high-admiral,  dated  OAober  la,  1705,  cootiiniog  an 
ilccouAt  of  what  pifled  in  the  laf^  days  of  this  fiege. 

'*  The  Hth,  our  hittery  of  thirty  guns  was  opened,  and  fourteen  of  them 
"  began  to  play,  ^ith  Very  gVeat  ezecotion,  upon  that  part  of  the  wall  whert 
**  the  breath  #a$  deOgned  {  the  earl  of  Petcrboroagh  came  aboard,  and  repre- 
«^  fented  to  ns  the  great  ceceflSty  he  laboured  under  for  want  of  money  for 
**  fobliftsn^  the  army,  and  carrying  on  the  fiege  of  Barcelona,  and  the  ftr- 

VoL.;iL  M  "  view 
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In  porfoance  of  thefe  refolutions,  Sir  GondcSkjf  trith  ninC' 
<een  (hips  of  the  Imc,  and  part  of  the  Dutch  fleet,  pafled  the 
Strexghts  on  the  fizteeoth  of  OAober^  and  arriTed  happOy  at 
Spithead  pn  the  twenty-fixth  of  November  Mlowing,  after  as 
glorkxas  a  fea-campaign)  as  either  ourfelves  or  our  allica  could 
cxpedl ". 

It  is  but  juft,  in  fnch  a  hMtory  as  thisi  to  mentioo  our  k&s 
as  well  as  our  fuccefies :  among  thefe  I  was  in  ibiae  doubt, 
whether  I  ought  to  reckon  the  taking  a  great  part  of  our 
})Otneward-bouad  Baltic  fleets  with  their  convoy,  confiflingaf 
three  men  of  war»  by  the  Dunkirk  fquadron^  of  which  we 
have  a  large  account  in  the  French  biftorians ;  I  fay,  I  was  in 
fome  doubt  about  this,  as  finding  no  notice  taken  of  it,  ei- 
ther by  Mr.  Burchet  or  our  Gazettes;  but  as  I  am  fatisfied 

*<  vkei  in  Catalonia,  aiui,  10  very  prdCng  circlllBf^a]lces»  defired  the  affifiance  af 
(heHeetj  upon  which  oar  fljg-cfficcrt  came  to  the  indofed  reiolation:  To 
lend  the  ear!  of  Peterborough  forty  thouf^nd  dollars,  out  of  the  contingcrt 
■'and  (bort  allowance  money  of  the  fleet.  The  i^th,  «e  came  to  thele  refoio- 
**  tions,  viz.  To  remain  longer  before  Barcelona  than  was  agreed  on  at  firft;  to 
^'  give  all  the  alGdance  in  oar  power,  and  to  lay  a  fire-ibip  a(hore  wUb  two  bao- 
"  dred  barrels  of  powder ;  and  a  further  demand  being  made  for  guns  for  the 
**  batterief,  we  landed  fourteen  more,  which  made  up  in  all  71  guns,  where- 
**  of  30  wcce  twenty-four  poundera  that  we  landed  here,  with  their  utcofik 
**  and  ammomtion.  We  contiaoe  to  bombard  the  town  from  the  tea,  ai 
**  our  fmail  (lore  of  (bells  and  the  weather  will  permit.  The  »oth»  a  de- 
'*  roand  was  made  for  more  (hot,  and  we  called  together  the  Engli(h  flag  officers, 
**  and<came  to  a  refolmion  to  fopply  all  the  batteries  with  all  the  twenty-four 
**  and  twentyeight  poond  (hot^  exeepCa  very  fmall  quantity,  which  wm  accord- 
**  ingly  done. 

'*  The  ltd,  the  prince  of  Lichenffein,  and  the  earl  of  Peterborough  having 
**  defired,  at  the  requeft  of  his  Catholic  majefly,  that  the  town  of  I^erida  might, 
**  for  its  fecurity,  be  furnifbed  with  about  fifty  barrels  of  powder ;  and  a  further 
**  fupply  of  (hot  being  demanded  far  the  batteries  a-fbore,  it  was  confidercd  at  a 
^  council  of  war,  and  we  came  to  the  inclofed  refolutions,  viz.  To  famifh  fifty 
**  barrels  of  powder  fi^r  Lerida,  and  to  fend  Co  many  more  twcnty>four  and 
**  eighteen  pound  (hot  a*(hore,  as  would  reduce  the  £ngli(h  to  ihiity  roimds,  as 
'*  likewife  to.be  farther  atCftant  upon  timely  notice. 

"  The  ftsd,  at  night,  our  breach  being  made,  and  all  things  prepared  for  an 
<*  attack,  the  town  was  again  fum mooed,  and  they  defired  to  capitokte,  and 
**  hoftages  were  exchanged  j  >oo  our  fide,  brigadier  Stanhope,  and  on  the  cacmy'i, 
M  the  marquis  de  Rivera ;  and  all  hoftilities  ceafed." 

0  BiiTchet's  naval  hi(l.  p.  69?,  688.    Annals  of  queen  Aone,  vol.  it.  p,  154* 
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tfiat  the  Dutch  writers  would  not  be  partial  to  our  enemies  in 
fuch  a  cafe^  I  find  myfelf  obliged  to  relate  the  fa&  as  it  is  ftated 
bj  tbeni.  * 

The  count  de  St.  PanU  after  the  death  of  the  famous  Joha 
du  Bart,  was  looked  upon  as  the  beft  Teaman  in  France,  and 
therefore  was  promoted  to  the  command  of  the  Dunkirk  fqua* 
dron,  in  the  room  of  Monf.  de  Pointis.     We  had  a  fquadron 
under  the  command  of  Sir  Thomas  Dilkes,  to  watch  that  porr» 
and  another  in  the  Soundings;  yet  Mr.  de  St.  Paul  found 
means  to  get  out  with  his  fquadroii*  confifting  of  five  men  of 
war  and  five  privateers,  and  were  joined- at  fea  by  feveral  other 
]^ivaceer9  9  on  the  aoth  of  Odiober,  O.  S.  they  fell  in  with' 
our  Baltic  fleet,  and  having  dire£led  Mr.  du  Bart,  with  one  of 
the  men  of  war  and  the  privateers,  to  fecure  as  many  of  the 
£ngli(h  fhips  as  pofiible,  Mr.  de  St.  Paul,  with  the  other  three 
men  of  war,  attacked  the  convoy,  which  made  a  very  gallant 
defence,  but  was  at  laft  forced  to  yield,  and  the  count  d'lUiers, 
^ho  commanded  after  the  death  of  Mr.  de  St.  Paul,  (who 
was  (hot  in  the  midft  of  th<  aAion  with  a  mufqoet-ball), 'car- 
ried our  three  men  of  war,  and  twdve  merchant-flilps,  into 
Dunkirk*   I  am  extrernely  furprized  not  to  find  the  leai^  notice 
of  thie  in  any  of  the  memoir-writers ;  but  before  I  part  with  the 
faA,  I  muft  remark  a  very  extraordinary  faying  of  Lewis  XIV, 
when  the  news  was  brought  him  at  Yer&ilies. 

The  pcrfon  who  told  it,  thought  the  king  received  him  very 
coldly,  and  repeated  it  therefore  pretty  loud,  that  there  were 
three  £ngli(h  men  of  war,  and  twelve  merchant-men,^  carried 
into  Dunkirk.  «  Very  well,**  returned  the  king,  with  a  figh  i 
«  I  With  they  were  all  fafe  in  any  £n^li(h  port,  if  that  would 
«<  reftore  me  Mr.  de  St.  Paul.**  This  was  certainly  a  very  no- 
ble and  generous  fpeech,  and  it  was  by  fuch  teftimonies  of  re- 
fpcCt  as  thefe,  that,  in  the  midft  of  his  misfortunes,  the  French 
king  always  maintained  a  fuccefljon  of  brave  officers,  ever  ready 
to  expofe  their  lives  in  his  fervicc^* 

At 

*  This  I  tak«  from  t  private  letter  from  Paris,  pablifiied  in  the  Mercure  hi* 
florique,  1705,  and  it  is  confirmed  likewife  by  father  Daniel,  and  other  Mfto- 
rians.  Her  majeriy  queen  Anne  fhewed  no  lefs  regard  to  merit,  on  a  recom- 
fficndation  from  hii  Catholic  majeOy.    Captain  John  Norris  (whom  I  take  to 

M  »  hav^ 
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At  home  we  had  this  y<;ar  a  fignal  Inftance  of  naval  4\kl^ 
pline,  which  therefore  deferyes  a  place  in  this  work.  One 
captain  Crofs,  who  commanded  the  Elifabeth,  gave  her  up  to 
the  French  in  th<;  channel,  after  a  very  flight  defence.  He  was 
tried  l>y  a  courf -martial  on  board  ^he  Triumph>  on  the  twenty-- 
$fth  of  Augqft;  Sir  George  Byng  bqing  preiident,  and  having 
twelve  captains  to  aiTift  him.  I|:  appeared  thete^  that  he  (hewed 
^be  utmpO:  figns  of  fear»  which  in(imidate4  the  men;  and  that 
if  he  had  behaved  s|s  hf  ought  \o  hai^e  done,  the  ^neo^y  might 
have  l>eei|  repulfedj  ancl  the  ihip  laved.  He  offered  feveral 
things  in  his  defence,  fuch  as  that  bis  fMrgf^o  was  fick,  and 
many  of  the  men  were  drunic,  i^d  would  not  fio  their  duty; 
but»  up^n  a  full  hearing)  he  was  declared  gv^ilty  of  negle£fc  oC 
dutyy  and  ttfe  fentence  pronounced  upon  him  was,  that  he  (hauld 
be  caihieredy  rendered  incapable  to  ferve  her  maje(^y  in  any 
capacity,  forfeit  all  the  arrears  due  tp  him,  ^nd^  remain  a  pri- 
foner  for  life  f> 

Our  trade  efcaped,  generally  fpcaking,  better  this  year,  than 
It  hdd  done  formerly  \  for  in  the  month  of  November  there  ar-» 
rived  ten  Eaft  India  (hips,  that  bad  for  fome  time  put  into  Ire* 
land  :  a  few  days  after,  there  came  thirty  Weft  Indiamen  intQ 
the  D^owris,  and  the  very  fame  day  nineteen  vefTels  from  Barba- 
does,  which  were  given  over  for  loft.  Yet  all  this  could  not 
quiet  the  merchants )  they  iliU  exclaimed  grieyouily  againft  th^ 
lord  high*adn)iral!s  council,  and  things  rofe  to  f^ch  a  height, 
that  I  find  in  fome  pf  the  Putch  papery  of  that  tiipe,  it  was 
expeAed  the  queen  would  have  feftored  the  eairl  of  Perabrokej 
and  that  his  royal  highnefs  (liould  have  been  created  lord  high^ 
conftable  of  England ;  but  by  degrees  this  affair  blew  over,  for 
the  princc'.s  council  were  extremely  ifife  in  one  particular;  they 

have  been  the  l^te  worthy  Sjr  John  Korris)  having  dininKoiOied  himfclf  ui  an 
extraordinary  manner  in  the  attack  of  fort  Montjuic,  king  Charles  If  I.  wai 
pleafed  to  write  a  letter  in  his  favoor  Co  the  qocen,  who  knighted  him,  and  madie 
him  9  pre(ent  of  i  thoofand  guineas, 

"  P  The  evidence  againil  this  man  was  very  full  and  r|[car»  and  •  refolotiofi 
having  h^en  taken  lo  preferve  for  the  future  very  flriA  diCcipiine  in  the  navy,  it 
was  refoWed  co  m«ke  iuch  tn  example  of  him  as  he  deferred;  and  this  t(  was 
that  induced  ihc  queen  to  fuAer  this  fentence  to  be  put  in  execution  wiihoot  any 
jniiig4tiou,  except  as. to  his  imprsfoomeot.    AnoaU  of  quc«'n  Aone»  vol.  iv.  p. 

eonftantly 
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fonftantly  prioted  large  vindications  of  their  condu£tj  and  ac? 
f  ounted  fo  plaufibly  for  every  thing  that  was  charged  upoq 
them,  that  it  wa^  a  very  few  qnly,  and  thpfe  too  well  verfed  ia 
maritime  affairS]^  who  were  able  to  diftinguilh  where  they  were 
right,  or  where  they  were  wrong )  fo  that  they  never  wanted 
^  ftrong  party  for  them  amongil  the  pec^le  \  and  even  at  this 
day  it  \9  yery  difficult,  if  not  altogether  impradicable,  to  di^ 
tinguifli  between  the  complaints  that  were  excited  by  a  fpirit  of 
party>  and  thofe  tbat  were  really  grounded  on  their  mifcsMrriages 
9r  negle^s  ^. 

In  this  year  our  fu^cefles  had  been  fo  great  both  by  fea  and 
land,  aqd  there  appeared  fo  fair  a  profpe^l  of  humbling  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon  in  Flanders,  and  of  driving  them  out  of 
Spaipi  tbat  when  ^er  majefty  thought  fit  to  recommend  the 
$paniQ)  war  ii>  a  particular  manner  to  parliament,  the  houfe  of 
^omi^ons  immediately  vested  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
pouD4s9  for  the  prqfecution  of  thofe  fucceifes  j  and  for  the 
fvhple  feryice  of  Spaini  during  the  f^cceeding  year,  they  gave 
no  lefs  than  feven  hundred  twenty-Gx  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  forty  pounds;  afterwards  they  voted  for  the  fupply  of  t^e 
fea-feryi^e»  for  the  year  ^06^  forty  thoufand  men>  including 
the  marines  \  they  then  voted  one  hundred  and  twenty  thou« 
fand  pounds,  for  the  ordinary  qf  the  navy;  ten  thoufand 
pounds  to  the  p(fice  of  ordnance,  for  the  worlds  at  Portfrnouth^i 
and  eighteen*  thoufand  two  hundred  ninety-eight  pounds  feven* 
(een  {Hillings  one  farthing,  for  ordnance  ftores  and  carriagesg 
for  the  ejght  new  ihips  built  to  f4pply  the  lofs  of  fuch  as  pe« 
riibed  in  the  great  ftorm  f • 

<l  BiQiop  V^rne^,  yol.  m*  P*  4^39  £iY<(  a  very  different  account  of  our  af* 
fain  at  fea  |fi  thtf  yt^r,  from  thofe  that  I  have  a^cady  cited  from  him,  an4 
therefore  it  ii  but  )u(^  that  (  (bould  prefeot  the  reader  with  this  :  **  Our  affairs 
*'  at  fea  were  more  profperons  thU  year,  (ban  they  had  been  formerly.     In 

V  the  begiDittng  of  chit  feafon,  o|ur  cruixer*  cook  fo  maay  of  the  French  pri> 
**  Tatcert,  that  we  had  fomc  thoufaods  of  their  feimeo  in  o\xr  hands.  W# 
**  Iwpt  fiich  a  f^oadron  before  Brcft,  that  the  French  fleet  did  not  think  fit  !• 
**  voitiire  0Bt»  and  their  Toulon  f<)uadron  bad  (nfTcred  io  siuch  in  the  aftioris 
'*  of  tb«  former  yeart,  that  they  either  could  not,  or  would  not,  Tenture 

V  oBt :  by  tbU  mcaas,  our  aavigattoa  waa  lafe,  and  our  trade  was  profper* 
•'  o»." 

f  ^^  • 

'  Sec  the  voces  of  the  booft  of  commooty  for  the  year  1705.  Annals  <if 
flMtn  Aooe.  toL  iv,  p.  tf  7*    OldiBU(OA*ft  baft,  of  the  Stttaru>  vol.  ii.  p.  367. 

After 
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After  Co  generous  a  fi^pply,  the  ininiftry  had  ii<»diing  t<y 
confider,  but  how  to  employ  it  in  fuch  ar  itianner,  as  chat  thofcy 
npon  whotn  it  was  raifcd,  might  be  fatisfied  that  it  was  bid 
out  for  thtir  fervice ;  and  this  produced  a  reibkition  of  equip- 
ping a  nnmeroas  fleeti  as  early  as  it  was  poifiblr:  but  it  being* 
found'by  experience^  that  it  was  fimpiy  imprafticable  to  man 
Che  navy,  as  the  laws  then  flood,  both  houses,  to  ftcw  their 
eameft  defire  to  put  maritime  affairs  into  the  bed  condition  poi^ 
fible,  came*  to  certain  refolutions,  upon-  which  a  bill  was 
brought  in,  that  perfe£liy  anfwered  its  purpofe  for  that  timey 
and  enabled  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  ta  man  very  fully,  and  in 
good  time,  the  large  fleet  that  was  intended  for  the  Mediter^ 
ranean  fervice  *. 

This,  with  the  firttling  the  terms  of  the  unrAn,  were  the 
matters  which  principally  took  up  the  attention  of  this  fcffion  of 
parliament.  While  the  houfe  was  ftill  fitting,  Sir  Edward 
Whitaker  had  orders  to  affemble  a  fquadron  eo  convoy  the  duke 
of  Marlborough  to  Holland,  which-  he  did  in  the  begmning  of 

«  The  houfe  came  to  thoic  refolmions  on  ThurfcUiy  the  T4'h  of 'NfBrch,  tios  6, 
•«nd  ft  if  neceiTAf  y  th»c  the  reader  fboitid  b«  nude  toqUAiMed  wUb  tbeo,  in 
ttw  wordi,  then,  they  were,  s.  That  in  order  to  man  the  navy  for  this  year, 
the  judicea  of  peace,  and  other  civil  magiAratei,  be  impowertd  and  difc^cd 
to  make  fearch  after  Teamen  that  lay  concealed,  a.  That  the  faid  juftices  and 
^ivil  magHlratet,  catffe  fnch  featnen,  when  found,  to  be  deHvered  to  fuch  per* 
Ivnaaaftioiiki  ^  af^poinced  Co  reccuve  cheai*  }.  That  »  ptnalry  ih&uUI  be  Lid 
vpcm  fiicb  perfana  as  ihould  prcfuoie  to  conceal  teamen.  4.  That  a  reward  be 
given  to  faeb  perfoni  as  Ihoald  dtfcover,  and  take  up  fuch  hidden  fcamen. 
%.  That  conduct -money  he'albwcd,'  t.  That  feamen  being  turned  ever  from 
one  fliip  to  another,  fhould  receive  the  wa^s  due  on  the  former  (hips.  7.  That 
able-bodied  land- men  be  raifed  for  the  fea  fervice.  To  bring  thefe  refMlotions 
to  cfStAf  they  ordered,  that  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  for  the  evicou. 
ragement  and'  incteafe  of  feamen,  fsfc.  wai  comintttedt  Ibouid  have  powet  to 
yrcdve  a'  claufe  or  claufet  ptirfttant  thertantr,  and  to  teceure  a  clavre  for  dif- 
rharginj^  filch  /eamen,  and  other  iorolvent  prifoners,  as  were  In  prifi^n  for 
<drbt,  and  deKyering  them  into  her  m^^ffty's  ftrrice  on  board  the  fleet.  WKirh 
"being  pal&d  into  ao  t&,  received  ibv  royal  al^nt  on  the  ninetceirtli*  The 
f^me  day  the  lords  addreffed  her  najefty  on  the  fame-  fubjc^i  prayinf;  her  to 
take  it  iirto  herToyal  care,  and  employ  proper  perfont  to  eonfidar  of  ttlt^wA 
means,  to  reftore  the  difclpline  Of  the  navy,  in  order  to  he  laid  before  the 
parHament  the  beginning  of  the  nnct  ftffioii.  Purfiiant  to-  whkh  hev  majeOy, 
a  few  days  after,  caofed  a  long  proclamation  to  be  publifhed,  for  th^bet^ifr 
pattirg  10  cxccu'vion  the  aA  of  parliament  ab&vc  mrtitxoned'. 

s  the 
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the  month  of  April,  and  having  feen  the  yachts  fafe  into  tbe 
Micfe,  returned  by  the  middle  of  the  month  ^ 

Before  we  mention  the  proceedings  of  the  grand  fleets  it  wi]| 
be  necedrjf  to  give  an  account  of  the  exploits  performed  by 
Sir  John  Leake,  whom  we  lately  left  fteering  his  courfe  for  the 
river  of  Lifbon.  In  that  pafiage  he  had  the  misfortune  to 
meet  with  worfe  weather,  and  more  contrary  winds,  than  was 
ufual  in  thofe  feas,  or  in  that  feafon.  This  unforefeen  accident 
reduced  the  Englilh  fquadron  to  fome  ftraics  for  proviftons  ; 
and  the  Dutch,  who  are  much  heavier  iaiiers,  to  far  greater. 
However,  when  they  were  off  cape  St.  Vincent,  they  met  the 
Pembroke,  Roebuck,  and  Falcon,  which  efcorted  a  fmall  fleet 
pf  vi£iuallers,  that  could  not  have  arrived  more  opportunely, 
or  have  been  confequently  more  welcome  ^. 

On  bis  coming  to  Lifbon,  Sir  John  Leake  bad  fome  propo* 
fals  made  him  by  the  Portuguele  miniftry,  which  were  thought 
altogether  impra^caUe  in  the  then  fituation  of  things,  and 
therefore  Sir  John  waved  complying  with  t)iem.  In  the  begin- 
ning of  the  month  of  February,  came  letters  from  the  'admi- 
ralty, with  advice  of  the  mighty  preparations  that  were  making 
in  the  French  ports,  and  the  refelution  that  had  been  taken  by 
the  Spaniards  to  fend  away  their  galleons  diredly  from  Cadiz, 
under  a  French  convoy,  for  the  Weft  Indies ;  which  Sir  John 
was  diredked  to  confider,  and,  if  poffiUe  to  prevent ;  of  which 
mighty  hopes  were  conceived  in  England,  when  thefe  news 
were  made  public  i  Sir  John  being  held  as  able,  and  reputed 
withal  as  fortunate  an  admiral  as  any  in  the  fervice,  and  indeed 
deferved  to  be  fo  reputed  ^'^ 

•  <  AnntiU  of  quoeo  Anne,  vol.  -v.  p.  4.  London  Gazsttr,  N^.  4119. 
H  ^archet*s  pftval  hiO.  book  v.  chap.  19.  The  complete  bill,  of  Europe  for 
tjo6f  p.  tf. .  Lond.  Gaz.  N^.  4194*  419S. 

w  This  fcheme  of  fending  fo  great  a  flert  into  the  Weft  Indies,  was  of  the 
U^  importance  to  the  houfe  of  Bourbon ;  fince,  without  a  ftipply  of  money, 
(be  war  oooid  not  be  carried  on  in  Earopc ;  as,  on  the  other  hand,  there  was 
Hide  hopes  of  preferviog  the  WeO  Indies  in  a  due  dependence  upon  Spain, 
without  fttrnlfliihg  then)  from  time  to  time  with  proper  fupplies.  If,  there- 
fore, we  could  have  taken  the  falteons  at  this  rime,  it  is  moA  evident,  th;it  we 
muft  hare  difuppointed  both  their  dcfi(;ns,  which,  as  affairs  then  flood,  would 
in  alt  probability  have  obliged  king  Philip  to  retire  into  France,  at  Itaft  f^tr 
the  prefent,  and  perhaps  have  put  it  for  ever  out  of  his  power  to  return  to 
Spain. 

Upon 
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Upon  this  intelligence,  he  called  a  council  of  war  on  the  GlU 
tecnth  of  February,  in  which  it  was  refolved,  to  proceed  di^ 
re^ly  with  the  fhips  then  ready,  which  were  nine  third  rates, 
one  fourth,  two  frigates,  two  fire-fhips,  and  one  bomb-Te^fdi 
Englifh  I  fix  (hips  of  the  line,  one  frigate,  two  fires-fliips,  and 
a  bomb-vefiel,  Dutch  j  and  with  theie,  in  cafe  the  galleons  were 
in  the  harbour  of  Cadiz,  to  enter  it  diredly^  if  wind  and  wea^ 
ther  would  permit,  and  either  take  or  deftroy  them.  On  the 
nineteenth  another  council  of  war  was  held,  before  which  was 
laid  a  memorial  of  the  Portuguefe  miniftry,  dire£led  to  Mr* 
Methuen,  in  relation  to  the  homeward-bound  Brazil  fleet;  and 
ftridl  in{lru£tions  from  the  lord  high  admiral  for  fuccouring  hit 
Catholic  majcfty  without  delay  *.  Upon  mature  deiiberationi 
^ey  remained  fixed  to  their  former  refolvea,  with  thefe  adds* 
tions  only,  that  as  foon  as  they  had  executed  their  intended  de- 
iign  on  the  galleons,  they  would  make  fuch  a  detachment  as  the 
Portuguefe  defired ;  and  that  whenever  they  fbould  be  joined 
with  the  (liips  and  tranfports  from  England  at  Gibraltar,  whi- 
ther they  intended  to  repair,  they  would  inftantly  Reer  their 
courfe  for  the  coaft  of  Catalonia. 

When  thefe  rcfolutions  were  forracdj  and  the  day  fixed  for 
the  departure  of  our  fleet.  Sir  John  Leake  acquainted  Mr. 
Methuen,  then  our  ambaiTador  at  the  court  of  Portugal,  that  ie' 
would  be  necefTary  to  lay  an  embargo  on  all  (hips  and  veflelsi 
that  the  enemy  might  have  no  intelligence  of  dur  defign  ;  and, 
upon  Mr.  Methuen's  application,  fuch  an  order  wai  granted. 
But  a^  there  is  nothing  weaker,  or  at  leaft  nothing  more  fub- 
jc£l  to  difappointment,  than  human  policy,  fo  this  point  that 
was  thought  fo  necefTary  to  our  fecurity,  proved,  by  an  acci- 
dent, if  indeed  it  otight  to  be  fo  called,  altogether  unaccount- 
able, the  ruin  of  our  defign.  Sir  John  Leake  failed  with  the 
fleet  under  his  command,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  February; 
but,  when  he  arrived  before  fort  St.  Julian,  the  duke  dc 
Cadaral,  who  commanded  there,  difcharged  firft  ieveral  fingle 
guns,   and  then  fired  the  cannon  of  a  whole  baftion  upon 


*  Butc1»cf*s  naval  hi(^.  p.  68t}.     Annali  of  ({ucen   Aonf,    Vol.  T,   p.    ijr. 
Mircuie  hift.  vt  pvliiirjuc,  tome  i!.  p.  464. 


him. 
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him  ^«  This  furprizcd  the  admiral  veiy  mticbs  who  fending  tp 
know  the  reafon  of  it,  the  duke  pretended  that  it  was  done  an 
purfuance  of  the  order  of  embargo,  as  if  the  court  of  Portugal 
could  poflibly  intend  to  detain  the  fleet  of  the  allies  in  their  har- 
bour. This  difpute  hindered  Sir  John^  failing,  Ibmewhat  mote 
than  twenty- four  hours,  and  in  the  mean  time  the  Portuguefe^ 
who  doubted  whether  the  embargo  did  not  extend  to  the  fleet 
of  the  allies,  fufiered  five  merchant-  fliips,  two  of  which  were 
Danes,  and  were  fuppoied  to  have  given  notice  of  the  defign,  to 
go  out  of  the  port  the  next  day  after  the  embargo  was  laid  *. 

On  the  twenty^feventh  Sir  John  Leake  reached  cape  St.  Vior 
cent,  where  he  met  with  an  eafterly  wind,  which  decayed  fo 
about  noon,  that  it  became  perfeSAy  calm.  Next  morning, 
however,  he  lay  fair  for  the  galleons,  if  they  had  come  out  be*- 
fore  the  wind  would  fufferhim  to  reach  Cadiz.  But  that  night 
he  received  advice,  that  the  galleons  had  failed  with  a:Very  hard 
gale  at  caft,  on  the  tenth  of  March,  N.  S.  the  twenty-seventh 
of  February  according  to  oiirs  *,  fo'that  it  is  plain  that  if  he  had 
failed  on  the  twenty-fourth  he  muft  have  met  them.  He  was 
likewife  informed,  that  they,  confiibed  of  thirty-fix  fail,  that  is 
to  fay  twenty-four  galleons,  and  ten  or  twelve  French  privateers^ 
from  forty  to  fifty-fix  guns,  which  were  ordered  to  lee  them 
fafe  into  the  fez*  Sir  John  fleered  after  them,  though  with  lit* 
tk  hopes  of  coming  up,  unlefs  the  eaft  wind  had  left  them  when 
they  were  at  the  heighth  of  cape  St.  Vincent.  Next  morning 
he  faw  two  fail  a-head,  to  which  the  fleet  gave  cbace*.  AboU( 
fix,  the  Dutch  vice-admiral/ Waficnaer  took  one  of  them,  and 
foon  after  the  other  was  taken  by  the  Northumberland  ^  they 

y  Bnrchci's  mvA  hift,  p.  590.    The  coirpltte  hiftory  of  Eorope  fbr  1706,  p« 
61.     Merctire  hiftoriqve  ct  poiitiqae,  tome  40.  London  Gazett€«  K^.  4110. 

>  Ic  was  very  jaftly  (n{pc€tc6,  tliat  cherc  was  more  of  treacbcry  thao  of  nifiake, 
in  this  odd  affjir;  and,  indeed,  whoever  confnits  the  hiftory  of  the  war  in  Spain* 
at  written  under  the  direction  of  lord  Gal  way,  will  find  fufficienc  reafon  to  helieve, 
that  the  French  had  alwayt  •  Arong  party  in  the  court  of  Portugal,  who  made  it 
their  iMfineft  to  thwart  vlgorouf  mtafurrft,  and  to  give  all  the  checks  poffible  to 
the  fehemet  formed  by  the  allies,  for  pafliing  on  the  war  with  vigour*,  from  the 
fideof  Porm^l}  and  this  wai  fometUBci  fo  barefaced,  ihat  Mr,  Methuen  wa«\ 
con  drained  to  threaten  them  into  better  behaviour. 

>  Biirchet't  naval  hi(loiy«    Annals  of  queen  Anne,  vd.  v.  p.  xjt,  231.  Lon- 
don Gazette,  N^.  4x15. 
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proved  to  be  Spanifh  (hips  bound  for  the  Canaries ;  and  as  they 
failed  from  Gadis  the  doy  after  the  galleons^  it  was  thooght 
tteedkfs^to  eot^tititie  the  ihtee  any  longer^. 

We  are  now  to  turn  our  eyes  towards  the  conduA  of  kbg 
Charles  III.  He  had  been  left  i<i  the  city  of  Barcelona  with  a 
very  fmall  garrifdni  while  the  earl  of  Peterborough  went  to 
conquer  the  ktngddm  of  Valentia,  which  he  very  happily  ac- 
complifhed)  though  tii^itb  a  ^ery  tncon£derabIe  force  ^.  The 
French  and  Spaniards  in  the  meantime  were  proje^ng  the  dc- 
(Irudio^i  of  king  Charles's  affairs  at  a  fiogie  Uow;  and  it  muA 
be  acknowledged,  that  theii*  fcheme  was  fo  well  laid,  that  no- 
thing bnt  a  few  untoward  accidents  could  poffiUy  have  diiap* 
pointed  rt.  This  defign  pf  rbtfirs  was  to  fliut  him  up  ia  Barce* 
lona,  which  city  they  intended  to  attack  both  by  land  and  fea^ 
in  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  March,  when  they  locked 
upon  it  as  a  rhrng  impofTible  for  our  fleet  to  have  fuccoured  him, 
as  indeed  it  would  h^e  proved.  The  command  of  the  land  ar« 
my  was  committed  to  marflial.Tefie^  but  whether  be  really 
^nranted  aAivityin  his  own  naturci  6r  was  fo  croiled  ia  all  his 
undertakings  by  the  gratidees  of  Spain,  that  he  could  do  nc^ 
thing ;  I  fay,  wHichevci^  was  the  ca^e»  fo  it  was,  that  when  the 
touTit  de  Thouloufe  was  ready  to  fail  with  the  'Freinrfa  fleet 
from  Toulon,  tiie  Spanifli  army  was  in  no  condition  to  form 
the  Gkgc'j  fo  that  the  whole  month  of  March  was.fpun  out  iq 
preparations,  and  the  place  was  not  invefted  till  the  beguining 
pf  Aprils. 

This  defigo  was  very  early  4ifeovcre4  bere  at  home^  and  ad- 

b  The  maftcri  of  thefe  two  prizes  owned  to  Sir  Joho  Leake,  that  th^  had 
ifKeUigence  >t  Cii<liz  of  hbdeGgn,  and  chat  this  induced  the  g4Ucon&  to  fail  ti 
(hey  A\d»  How,  to  nnderftand  ihU  perfc^y,  it  U  nercdary  to  obfcrve,  ih^t 
the  order  for  the  embargo  was  obtained  on  tho  axd.  The  two  Danifli  (hips  verc 
permkred  to  (ail  on  the "i  3d.  Sir  Joho  Leake,  with  his  Hcct  w«s  retarded,  as  «c 
have  related  in  the  text,  on  the  evening  of  the  a4Ch,  ^nd  did  no(  fail  till  late  on 
the  2$th. 

<  See  Dr.  Friend's  hiftory  of  the  campatgQ  of  Valemia,  at  the  end  of  his  ac- 
count of  the  earl  of  Petcrborrisnh*«  condoA  in  Spain,  p.  197.     Bornet's  htAory  of 
hfsown  litncs  vol.  m.  p.  44T1  444*     Borer's  life  of  qneen  Anne,  p.  207,  icB,    j 
and  other  hiftorians.     See  likcwife  the  London  Oeacttc,  N^.  4»r6, 

*■  This  accour.t  I  have  token  from  the  French  hiOoiiaRS,  Qiitccy,  hifioirea^i- 
iiiiiff,  torn.  Y.  p.  104,    Lmbsni,  tvin,  iv.  p.  14^. 

TICC 
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vice  W^s  (tnt  of  it  to  Sir  }ohn  Lcsifcc  before  be  failed  from  Lif* 
bon ;  but  k<does  tiot  appear,  that  dther  the  earl  of  Peterborougb» 
or  king  Charles,  apprehended  this  miicbiefi  at  leaft  in  due  time, 
otherwMe  the  king  would  have  been  provided  with  a  better  gar- 
Irifoni  ABd  the  place  batw  been  certaioly  put  into  a  condition  of 
making  a  greater  refiftance^  Aftet*  miffing  his  defign  on  the 
galleons^  the  fleet  under  the  command  of  Sir  John  Leake,  r€« 
paired  to  Gibrakar,  where  he  received  a  letter  from  his  Catho* 
lie  majefty  intreatiog  his  immediate  affiftance,  in  terms  which 
fufficiemly  difcovercd  thfe  deep  dillrefs.he  was  in,  and  the  con- 
cem  and  terror  he  was  under** 

The  ktng^s  fears  were  far  from  being  ill  founded^     M,  Teflo 
eame  before  the  place  with  a  numerous  army,  and  the  count  de 
Thouloufe  Idnded  ammunition  and  provifion  fufficient  for  the  fern 
^{ce  of  an  army  of  thirty  thoufand  men  for  two  months ;  fo  th^t 


«  The  dfx  and  contents  cf  king  CharlciS  fetter  to  Sir  John  teake,  are  fa 
fingalar>  that  they  certainly  deferve  the  reader*!  doticei 

•«  I    T  H  E    K  I  N  G. 

«'  AdMiral  Leake^ 

*^  1  an  difpofed  to  uke  opoo  me  this  occalion  td  edvifc  yott  of  the  bi^  riik 
'*  thU  principality  and  my  royal  perfon  is  found  in ;  for  I  nr.ake  no  doubt  be* 
*<  fore  to  naorrow  the  enemy  will  molcil  us.  They  have  already  blockaded  me 
**  with  a  fquadron,  and  their  army  is  now  almoft  in  light  of  this  city,  sad  by 
"*  their  qtiiek  marche;'^  hatfe  obtained  ibmc  poUs,  «bich|  if  ibcy  teight  i^avt 
**  been  prcventedi  would  yery  imich  have  hindered  their  defigns. 

*■  I  am  refolved,  althongh  I  find  riiyfelf  with  Aich  a  finall  garrifon  (as  a  thou* 
**  fand  men  of  reguLr  troops,  and  four  hundred  horfe)  not  to  leave  this  pUce  ; 
*<  for,  iA  the  prefenc  conjunAure,  I  hare  confideredi  that  my  going  hence  wiU 
**  be  the  lofs  of  the  city,  and  confcquently  of  all  the  other  places  which  chc 
**  happy  iticcefs  of  the  laQ  campaign  hath  reduced  to  my  obedience  }  for  which 
*'  reafon^  it  is  my  opinion  to  riik  all,  and  venture  the  cafualcies  that  a  fiege  is 
<*  incident  to»  putting  ju(l  troll  and  confidence  in  your  known  aeal  toilirards  iha 
«'  great  forwarding  the  common  caufe,  making  no  doubt  how  much  you  have 
**  contributed  towards  the  fucconrs  farwardnefs.  I  hope  in  a  few  days  yon  wjjl 
<«  appetr  before  this  place,  where  your  known  valour  and  activity  may  meet  whh 
**  a  gtorlotts  fuccefs,  for  which  I  ftall  again  conftitute  you  the  credit  of  my  royal  , 
'«  graittode. 

'*  Given  at  Barcsloila,  the  31ft  of  March,  ijo6^ 

<*  I  the  KtHO. 
**  By  command  of  the  king  my*  mafler, 

••  Hititr  OB  Ct;ifTtt.'* 

N  a  it   . 
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ic  is  very  evidentf  the  French  did  all  that  could  be  txptdci 
from  them  by  fea ;  and  if  their  endeaTOurs  had  been  as  well  fe* 
conded  on  (hore»  the  place  had  undoubtedly  been  loft.  But  It 
fo  fell  out,  that  the  Sieur  de  Lepara,  their  principal  engineer, 
iras  far  enough  from  being  a  perfeA  mafter  of  his  trade.  He 
made  a  miftake  at  the  beginning,  which  loft  him  eight  or  ten 
days  timci  and  before  be  could  correA  this,  they  loft  him  by  a 
(hot  from  the  place.  This  proved  an  irreparable  misfortuse ; 
for  though  he  was  but  an  indifferent  engineer,  yet  after  his  death 
it  appeared  they  had  not  his  equal,  £o  that  when  they  came  to 
make  an  aiTault  on  the  place,  they  were  repulfed  with  coafidcr- 
able  lofs.  Thefe  circumftances  I  thought  it  neceflary  to  relate, 
previous  to  our  account  of  Sir  John  Leake's  proceedings;  and 
leaving  now  (hewn  the  errors,  miftakes,  and  misfortunes  of  the 
French  and  Spaniards  before  Barcelona,  we  will  return  to  bu^ 
fleet,  and  the  meafures  taken  for  relieving  king  Charles  by  raif- 
ing  the  ficgc  f. 

On  the  third  of  April,  commodore  Price,  with  fix  EngliOi 
and  as  many  more  Dutch  men  of  war,  joined  Sir  John  Leake, 
who,  in  a  council  of  war  held  on  the  fixth,  refolved,  in  obedi- 
ence to  king  Charles's  letter,  to  fail  immediately  to  Barcelona. 
In  purfuance  of  this  refolution,  he  arrived  on  the  eighteenth  in 
Aitea-bay,  and  the  next  day  had  intelligence,  that  Sir  George 
Byng,  with  a  fquadron  from  England,  was  coming  up ;  three 
days  after  they  were  joined  by  commodore  Walker,  with  bis 
fquadron,  as  they  bad  been  the  day  before  by  Sir  George  Byng  ; 
and  then  it  was  determined  to  fail  north  of  Majorca,  and  that 
each  (hip  (hould  make  the  heft  of  her  way  without  ftaying  for 
the  reft(.  Upon  the  twenty<^fixth  the  earl  of  Peterborough 
came  off  from  Terragona,  wfth  a  fquadron  of  barks,  having 
fourteen  hundred  land  forces  on  board;  and  when  he  came  to 
the  fleet,  hoiftcd  the  union-flag  on  board  the  Prince  George, 


f  AJl  the  French  hiOorians  igrcr^  that  theit  defiga  on  Barcelom  milcanicd 
through  their  own  fault,  and,  generally  fpcaking,  relate  the  whole  affair  as  I 
have  done  io  the  text«  But  if  any  reader  of  a  more  curioni  and  critical  dtfpofilion 
than  ordinary*  would  fee  a  lung  and  tXtCt  detail  of  this  affair,  he  may  be  fatiified 
in  the  admirable  memoirs  of  M.  de  Fcnqnieres,  torn.  iv.  p.  ijx. 

f  Burchet*t  naval  hifiory,  p.  69%*  Bursci's  hiftory  of  hit  own  tnnes.  toL  ii» 
p.  444,     London  Gazette,  N^.  4}£». 

as 
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as  adoiiral  and  commander  in  chiefs  His  excellency  found 
that  the  councils  of  'war  had  rqe&ed  his  propofals,  and  indeed 
their  rejecting  them  feved  the  place ;  fince  before  his  arrival^ 
Sir  George  Byng,  Sir  John  Jennings,  and  admiral  Waflcnaer, 
had  anchored  in  the  road  of  Barcelona,  and  by  the  contrivance 
of  Sir  George  Byng,  a  confiderable  body  of  troops  bad  been 
thrown  into  the  town  *. 

On  the  twenty-feventh  in  the  afternoon,  the  whole  fleet  ar- 
rived in  the  harbour  of  Barcelona,  without  meeting  with  the 
leaft  oppofition ;  for  the  count  dc  Thouloufe  having  received  an 
cxa£t  account  of  the  naval  force  of  the  allies,  thought  fit  to  fail 
away  with  the  French  fleet  to  Toulon ;  which  obliged  the  land- 
army  (as  we  fliall  hereafter  fee)  to  raife  the  ficge  with  great  pre- 
cipitation. This  relief  appeared  the  more  furprifing,  and  muft ' 
have  been  confequcntly  the  more  grateful  to  king  Charles,  and 
all  his  feithfiil  fubje£is,  fince  it  prevented  their  deftruftion  but 
by  a  few  hours,  the  enemy  having  made  all  the  neceflary  difpo- 
fitions  for  ftorming  the  place  that  very  night,  when,  confidcring 
the  extreme  weaknefs  of  the  garrifon,  their  fucccfs  could  fcarcc 
have  been  doubted  ^. 

Two  days  after  the  arrival  of  the  fleet,  M.  de  Teflc  thought 
fit  to  raife  the  ficge  in  a  very  extraordinary  manner,  for  which 
our  own,  and  the  French  hiftorians,  profefs  themfdvcs  equally* 
at  a  lofs  to  account.  His  army  confifted  ftill  of  fourteen  thou- 
fand  men,  the  fuccours  thrown  into  the  place  did  not  exceed 
fix  thoufand;  fo  that  it  was  very  ftrange  he  fliould  leave  behind 
him  a  train  of  one  hundred  and  fix  pieces  of  brafs  cannon,  for* 
ty^feven  mortars,  two  thoufand  bombs,  ten  thoufand  grenades, 
forty  thoufand  cannon-fhot,  two  hundred  barrels  of  mufquct- 

b  Dr.  Friend's  account  of  the  carl  of  Peterborough'*  corduft  in  Spain,  p,  55, 
AtMiU  of  qncen  Anne,  fol.  5.  p.  135.     Loodon  Ga7ettc,  N°.  413*, 

1  All  thefc  briflt  and  extraordinary  njcafurcs,  *^hich  appeared  by  the  evcw  fa 
indi^)enfibly  neceflary,  were  conccried  as  we!!  a<  executed,  by  cur  admirals  only  :  liie 
carl  of  Peterborough,  though  he  had  been  conftantly  before  of  a  ftntimmt  di.eaiy 
different,  when  he  faw  them  pot  in  praaice,  and  forcfaw  (as  he  eafily  m^gHt)  theJr 
good  efft£li,  very  jodiciontly  jpprovcJ  them.  Impartial  iLquiry  into  the  manag  - 
ment  of  the  war  in  Spain,  p.  xox. 

k  Burchet's  natal  hiftory,  p.  693.  Burnet,  toI.  lu  p.  447.  Oldmixon'i  hiflory 
•f  the  Stuattt,  wK  ii.  p.  370.  Boyer's  life  of  queen  Ann;,,  p.  »40.  Qulncy, 
Moire  militiirev  torn,  5.     Feu^juietes,  de  Larrcy,  &V. 

fllOt, 
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£hot,  five  tlioufand  barrels  of  powder,  eight  thoufand  fvor<lsi 
eighteen  thoufand  facks  of  corn,  befides  fldur,  rye,  and  oats,  in 
proportion,  not  only  undedroyed,  but  untouched,  as  if  thcj  in- 
tended it  as  a  prefent  to  the  bcfieged,  by  way  of  compenfaiioa 
for  the  trouble  they  had  given  them. 

Yet  to  nie  the  caufe  of  this  is  pretty  evident ' ;  the  marfhal 
faw  himfelf  under  the  neceflity  of  regaining  the  kingdom  of  Ca- 
Aile,  by  a  (Irange  fort  of  a  march,  firfl  into  Roufilloni  then 
round  by  the  Pyrenees,  and  fo  through  Navarre,  which  con- 
flrained  him  to  leave  his  fick  and  wounded  in  his  camp,  with  a 
letter  recommending  them  to  the  earl  of  Peterborough's  clemen<> 
cy :  and,  I  make  no  manner  of  queftion,  that  he  chofe  to  let 
things  remain  as  he  did,  that  thefe  helplefs  people  might  obtain 
the  more  favour;  which,  though  needlefs,  when  he  had  to  do 
with  an  Engliih  general,  was  nevertheiefs  humane  in  hicn ". 
Tlie  admiral  took  to  himfelf  and  his  officers  the  honour  of  this 
great  exploit,  which  was  one  of  the  mod  important,  and  witb* 
al  one  of  the  mod  honourable,  that  happened  throughout  the 
war  ^.  His  mod  Catholic  majefly,  on  the  other  hand,  was  no 
lefs  ready  in  paying  a  juft  tribute  of  praife  and  refpc£l  to  his 
merit ;  fo  that,  if  ever  there  was  a  fa£k  fo  well  eflablifhed  as  to 


I  The  sccounti  (hat  I  have  given  of  the  raifing  of  'his  Hege,  are  taken  from 
French  hiftorians,  who  are  certainly  like  to  be  hed  iiiforined,  and,  with  reffcQ 
to  the  (lores  left  behind,  mod  impartial :  and  this,  I  fuppofe,  is  rafidcnt  to  €•* 
lUff  the  moA  critical  reader,  at  to  chc  difference  between  Wf  tompvmdotu  and 
thofe  he  may  meet  with  in  fome  other  hidories. 
»  See  the  London  Gazette,  N°.  4x31,  a-ready  cited. 

A  This  appears  by  Sir  John  Leake's  letter  to  the  princess  iecrrtarf,  dated  at 
Barcelona,  May  irt,  1706,  in  which,  among  other  things,  he  fays,  *«  The  i^th 
'*  of  Ufl  month  I  got  to  this  place,  and  in  a  lucky  time  to  rerciie  it  from  failing 
**  into  the  enemy's  bands,  for  they  expcded  to  have  been  ftormed  tlie  next 
*'  night.  Count  Tboulouie,  with  the  fleet  under  his  command,  which  coofiiied 
"  of  about  aS  of  the  line,  retired  the  night  before;  bat  if  it  bad  picaied 
'*  God,  that  the  wind  had  contioned  that  brought  Sir  George  Byng  to  mc,  t 
believe  I  (h'juld  have  been  able  to  have  given  yon  a  much  l)etter  aocotfnt  ol 
his  (Irength.  This  comes  by  captain  George  Dclavfle,  who  is  feot  by  my 
Lord  Peicrborongh,  with  the  king  of  Spain's,  and  bis  lordlhip's  own  letters 
to  her  majefty,  in  the  Faulccn,  which  fliip  bis  excellency  has  appoinled  Mr. 
Robert  Dclavaiet  brotlicr  io  captaia  DeUvale,  to  command.*' 
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be  out  of  all  difpute  It  is  this^  that  Barcelona  was  nelicved  hj 
Sir  John  Leake  ^. 

The  next  great  fenrice  that  was  attempted,  was  the  reducing 
Alicant  $  and  in  failing  thither,  putting  into  Altea-bay,  the  ad* 
miral  received  notice}  that  Carthageila  was  difpofed  to  fubotit ; 
upon  which  Sir  John  Jennings  was  fent  to  that  city,  wha  rer 
turned  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  June,  after  tearing  a  garrifon  in 
the  place.     But  with  refpeA  to  Alicant,  the  governor  refilM 

^  A  fimfv  prB|fMnt  proof,  of  this  ctnn^t  b«  had,  chan  from  the  foWowmg  let* 
tor  of  his  Catholic  oiajedjr,  to  Sir  John  l^cakc,  before  the  reiief  of  Barce^ 
looa,  indeed,  bat  which  evideotty  ikc^s,  that  the  king  placed  all  hit  bopei  ill 
i>dr  ttavil  force,  and  elpeAed  from  Sir  John  LeaMe  alone,  that  it  flwotd  be  e<<> 
€rted  for  his  prei^nration.  Thto  lrtier»  co  £if  tbciruib*'  it  (6  bonoiir^fale  c*  tlm 
Britifli  armt,  at  welf  at  to  the  very  worthy  man  to  whom  it  is  addredcd,  that  | 
tboaglit  fie  to  tranfcribe  the  whole,  oihcrwife  the  laA  paragraph  might  Veiry  weft 
have  fervcd  my  porpofe*  *  '     * 

•♦SIR, 

**  It  is  wUh  no  fmal!  (atisr^flion,  that  f  have  been  informed,  from  the eiri 
*'  of  Peterborough's  lettert,  6f  your  happy  arrivtlupon  tht  cosil  of  Vslenti*. 
'*  I  doubt  not,  but  you  have  heard  of  the  kfs  -of  Montjvic,  and  of  the  rondt- 
**  rion  my  town  of^jfCtlMia  it  is,  'where  I  wm  willing  to  fairer  myfelf  (• 
*'  be  befieged,  and  lo  endure  ail  the  haidflupt  and  accident£.of  war,  to  encourage 
f  <  both  the  garrifon  and  my  fubjc£l$,  by  my  prefenee,  to  make  i,  long  and  vigu* 
f*  root  defence.  :  -       r 

'*  It  fccmt,  by  the  cncfliy^t  motioni,  they  have  already  foceif ed  notice  of 
^*  your  approach  I  bue*infbead  of  thinking  to  rei rear,  (hey  hftve  redoubled  their 
**  tfotts,  and  fire  upon  the  (breach,  which  will  be  in  a  condition  to  be  (lormcd 
"  after  to-morrow  at  far:he(l ;  and  in  Ai  a^peararfce,  they  will  make  a  deQierate 
**  attempt  to  render  tbemfelvet  maQertof  (his  town,  befoteitaetetxaoirrivB 
*f  with  ike  fuccoon. 

*'  I)ence  you  will  judge  of  the  indiipenfible  nece(Gty  there  U,  that  you  Aioold 
"  do  yont  atmofl  endeavours  to  tciieve  ut  withojit  loft  of  time,  and  bring  the 
*'  fleet  direQiy  hither,  together  wiih  the  troopt,  to  my  town  of  Baretlona, 
«  wtthoot  (lopping  or  diflmbarking  tbe  forces  eUewberr,  (si  fome  other- per- 
**  font  may  pretend  to  dircA  yoe)  for  they  can  be  no  where  fo  neecdary  as  in 
**  (hit  town,  which  it  at  the  very  point  of  being  loft  for  want  of  relief.  Where- 
**  fore  I  pray  Gpd  to  have  you  in  hit  holy  prote^on,  and  eipeAIng  the 
**  pleafnre  of  feeing  yoa  as  foon  at  pof&ble,  I  afrure  yon  of  my  perfeA  efleem  and 
«*  acknowledgment* 

••  Barcelona,  May  4*  N.  S«  1706.  "CHARLES. 

<'  P.  5.  Sir,  you  will  difcem  the  condition  we  are  in  by  our  letters,  and  I  hope 
**  you  will  come  as  foon  as  po(Gble  to  fave  ot,  of  which  you  alone  fhali  have  the 
"  glory.    For  tbe  rtft,  \  refer  yon  tp  Mr.  Sunhope's  letter.** 

to 
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to  Airrender,  and  therefore  it  was  refoWed  to  befiege  it  by  l^nd^ 
while  it  was  attacked  by  the  fleet  at  Tea  i^.  To  facilitate  thitt 
feamen  were  landed  from  the  fleet,  and  Sir  George  Byng,  with 
five  (hips,  anchored  in  a  line  ib  near  the  town^  that  he  quickly 
difmounted  all  the  enemy's  artillery,  though  the  guns  pointing 
towards  the  Tea  were  no  fewer  than  one  hundred  and  fixty. 

On  the  twenty-eighth  in  the  morning,  it  was  refolved  to  at- 
taek  the  place  on  all  fides ;  and  with  this  view  Sir  John  Jen- 
nings  landed  the  marines  he  brought  from  Carthagena.  About 
hine  in  the  morning  the  fhips  had  made  a  breach  in  the  round 
tower,  at  the  weft  end  of  the  town,  and  another  in  the  middle 
of  the  curtain,  between  the  mole  and  the  eaftermoft  bafUony 
'Vhen  the  land-forces  marching  up  towards  the  walls  of  the  city, 
fifteen  grenadiers,  with  an  ofiicer  and  ferjeant, advancing,  without 
order  fo  to  do,  to  the  breach  of  the  round  tower,  all  the  boats 
under  the  command  of  Sir  John  Jennings,  went  diredily  to  fuf- 
^^n  them,  but  before  the  men  landed,  the  grenadiers  were 
beaten  back,     however,  the  boats  proceeded,  and  all  the  men 
getting  afhore,  captain  Evans  of  the  Royal  Oak  mounted  the 
¥reach  firft,  got  into  the  town  with  two  or  three  of  the  boats 
^rews  J  captain  paflcngcr.  qf  the  Royal  Anne  followed,  and  next 
to  hiiQ  capt^ji^  ^Vatkins  of  the  St.  George,  with  fome  feamen* 
Sir  John  Jennings^  with  tiie  reft  of  the  feamen  and  forces,  who 
were  in  poflefljon  of  the  fuburbs,  moved  on  to  fupport  them  j 
who  coming  ii>tp  the  town  fecured  the  ppfts,  and  made  proper 
difpofitions  until  the  reft  got  in,  when  Mabpni  retiring  ii^tothe 
caftle,  left  them  in  pofTeflion,  with  the  lofs  of  but  very  few 
men'  ;  colbnel  Petit,  however^  was  killed  in  the  fuburbs,  {land- 
ing arm  and  arm  with  Sir  John  Jcnpipgs,  by  a  fmall  (hot  out  of 
a  window,  as  they  were  viewing  the  ground  for  raifiqg  a  b^ttc- 
17  againft  the  wall  of  the  town ;  befides  whom  there  were  not 
above  tlVirty  killed  either,  of  the  fea  or  land  forces ;  and  not 
more  than  eighty  wounded,  notwifhft^nding  the  Spaniards  had 
a  continued  communication  from  one  houfe  to  another,  and  £r^ 

P  Burnet's  hif^ory  of  h}f  own  timet,  vol.  ii.  p.  450.  Barchet*s  naval  hidory, 
p.  69^,     AonaU  of  queen  Anne,  vol.  v.  p.  304,  305.    Lond.  Gaz.  K^.  4.148. 

4  Burchei*s  naval  biftoiy,  p.  69$^  Oldmision*!  hidory  of  the  Stuarts,  vol.  H. 
Boyer*f  life  of  queen  ^nne,  p.  140.  Mercury  h^ftoric^ne  et  politic^ur,  torn.  41.  p« 
46X,    ^on(lon  Gasette^  K*^.  4^57* 

e4 


l>t    QjitnU    ANNE.  loj 

>d  on  our  mCh  ftom  the  windows  ^nd  holes  made  for  that  pur« 
pofc '. 

Next  day  brigadier  Gorge;  who  commanded  the  troops  be- 
fore the  place,  fuaubohed  count  Mahoni  to  furt-ender,  which 
he  abfolutely  refilled  to  do  ;  but  the  ihips  cotitinuing  to  can. 
lionade  verybrifldyi  arid  a  great  number  of  bombs  being  thrown 
itito  their  works,  the  garrifon,  which  confifted  'moftijr  of  Nea- 
politans'i  compelled  the  gorerttor  to  give  up  the  plice-,  notwith- 
ftaoding  all  his  declarations  to  the  contrary'.  Brigadier  Gorge 
took  pofleffioB  of  it,  and  wais  appointed  governor  '• 

It  was  ev^n  then  much  difputedi  whether  this  place  was  of 
any  ufe,  aAd  whether  the  time  and  men  loft  before  it  Were  not 
^>fi>]utely  thrown  away.  But,  be  that  as  it  will^  the  conduft 
of  Sir  John  Leake,  and  the  courage  of  his  officers  and  feamcn 
3are  no  way  impeached  thereby  \  nor  does  it  at  all  leflen  the  glory 
of  this  a€kion,  which  was  one  of  the  botdeft  that  ever  was  per- 
formed by  men^  that  it  was  undertaken  to  little  or  no  purpofe*. 
Thus  much  is  certain^  that  (bon  after  the  taking  of  Alicant, 
king  Philip's  forces  were  intirely  driven  oiit  of  Arragon,  and 
that  whote  kingdohi  reduced  to  the  obedience  of  his  compe- 
titor. 

r  Alt  tiktt  I  have  fud^  with  rcfpeft  to  the  ferVice  performed  by  the  fleef^  is 
fully  confirmed  by  the  lOthor  of  the  in^oiry  into  the  management  of  the  war 
in  Spain,  who  gives  us  the  following^  account  of  this  tranfadion,  p.  135. 
**  Brigadier  Gorgc*s  troops,  which  were  fo  much  wanted  in  Caflile,  really  con« 
'*  tribttted  Tery  little  towards  the  redoAloo  of  AKcant  \  for  as  the  fleet,  wtth- 
*«  oat  My  aififtante  from  the  ^rmy,  bad  made  themfelvef  mafters  of  Cartba* 
'*  gena,  not  l<'ng  before,  by  the  exemplary  coonge  and  condoA  of  .Sir  George 
^'  Byng,  and  ^ir  John  Jfennings ;  fo  new  the  [quadron,  which  Sir  John  Leake 
**  bad  ordered  Sir  C^eorge  Byng  to  command  for  that  purpofe,  bombarded  and 
"  cannonaded  the  tow/i  of  Alicanc  with  lb  much  fuccefs,  that  in  a  few  days 
"  they  mad^  cwd  prt^icable  breaches  in  the  waU,  between  ^he  eafl  and  weft 
**  gates,  which  the  Tailors  bravely  ftormed ;  aod  Sir  George  Byng  being  in 
"  poflltfion  of  the  place,  forced  open  the  gates  to  let  the  laod-forces  in, 
'*  who  having  loft  thdr  engineer  Fetit,  were  not  yet  even  mafters  of  tb« 
*<  A^bnrbtf.** 

<  Burnetts  hiftory  of.bis  own  times,  vol.  il.  p,  s4o.  Gobmna  roftrau,  p.  18]. 
Annals  of  queen  Anne,  vol.  v.  p.  30^.     Lond.  Gaz.  N^.4a6tf. 

t  The  troth  of  (his  ftilly  appears  in  a  letter  from  brigadier  Gorge  to  Sir  John 
Leake,  iti  which  he  complains  of  being  left  in  the  midft  of  enemies,  in  fo 
d'.ftreiled  a  eondttion,  that  ^nlefs  Sir  John  was  able  to  rrlievc  him,  he  Ihould  find 
hrnifelf  obliged  to  abandon  It. 

Vol.  in.  O  After 
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After  the  redii&bn  of  Alicaut,  Sir  John  Leake^  in  the  be* 
ginning  of  the  month  of  September,  failed  to  Altea-bay,  from 
vhence  he  fent  Sir  J<&n  Jeilnings  with  his  (qimdron,  intended 
for  the  Weft  India  (ervice,  to  reik  at  Ltfbon.  He  next  made 
the  necefCury  difpofition  far  a  winter  fqnadron,  which  was  to 
be  commanded  by  Sir  George  dyng,  and  then  proceeded  to  put 
in  execution  his  laft  orders,  which  were  to  reduce  the  iflaads 
of  iTica  and  Majorca.  Thefe  ifiands  not  only  bdong  to  the 
crown  of  Spain,  but  their  fitoation  rendered  them  very  necef- 
fary  at  this  time  to  the  allies,  as  afibrding  them  an  opportnatty 
of  fupplying  the  places  they  had  lately  reduced  with  proTifions, 
and  fecuring  a  proper  retreat  for  their  fmalier  veflets,  when- 
ever it  fhould  be  found  ncccfiary  to  keep  a  fquadron  in  thofe 
feas  during  the  winter.  It  does  not  appear,  that  the  Spanifli 
court  had  taken  any  pfvcautions  for  their  defisnce,  as  being  in« 
tirely  occupied  with  the  thoughts  of  preicrving  Minorca,  which 
was  looked  upon  as  the  ifland  of  greateft  importance,  and 
therefore  moft  of  their  r^ular  troops  were  there  "• 

On  the  fixth  of  September,  Sir  John  failed  from  Altea- 
h»ff  and  on  the  ninth  anchored  bcffore  Ivica.  Ibis  ifland, 
which  is  about  fourfcore  miles  in  circuit,  abounds  with  com, 
wine,  fruit,  fait,  CsTr.  and  the  inhabitants  being  a  trading  peo- 
ple, were  rather  inclined  to  fubmit  to  the  affies,  than  to  remain 
under  their  old  government ;  and  therefore,  on  the  firft  fum- 
mons,  they  fent  deputies  to  make  their  fubmiOion,  which  was 
readily  accepted,  and  king  Charles  III.  immediately  proclaim* 
ed  '*.  On  the  thirteenth  the  fleet  failed  for  Majorca,  and  ar- 
rived on  the  fourteenth  before  Palma.  This  ifland,  which  is 
one  of  the  fineft  in  the  worlds  abounding  with  all  the  necef^ 
faries  of  life,  well  planted  and  well  peopled,  and  fo  large  as  to 
be  once  accounted  a  kingdom,  was  at  this  time  governed  by 
the  Conde  de  Alcudia,  who  was  a  native  of  the  place.  He 
was  warmly  in  the  intereft  of  king  Philip,  and  when  the  ad* 
miral  fummoned  him,  fent  him  a  Spanifh  anfwer,  <<  That  he 
<<  would  defend  the  ifland  as  long  as  there  was  a  man  In  if." 

V   Borchet's  oaval  biftorf ,  p.  696,     Aunals  of  queen  Aiin^i  vol.  ▼.  p.  30^. 
Lond.  Giz.  N°.  41^7.  *  Colomna  rqftrata,-  p.  aSj.    The  complctjs 

hifloiy  of  Europe  for  1 706,  p.  jpo.     Mcrcare  hiftoriqa^  et.polittqar,  loqie  xli. 
»p.  555. 

But 
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But  upea  tbrowing  three  or  four  bombs  into  the  jplace,  which 
did  no  great  mifchief,  the  inhabitants  rofe  and  forced  tbe  vice* 
TQj  to  fianrender.  He  £bewed  his  wifdomi  however,  where  he 
could  not  ihew  his  courage^  by  making  a  very  prudent  capitu* 
lation. 

Sir  John  Leake  left  a  garrtfo^  in  Porto-Fin,  and  two  men  of 
war  to  cany  off  the  Conde,  and  fuch  other  of  the  inhabitant^ 
as  were  difiiffeded  to  king  Charles  IIL  and  on  tbe  twenty-third 
of  the  fame  month  he  profecuted  his  voyage  for  England*  Be-* 
fore  bis  departure  he  received  a  letter  from  his  Catholic  vazn 
jefty,  who  very  gratefully  acknowledged  his  fervices  he  had 
done  him,  and  exprcfied  the  bigheft  iatisfa£lion  as  to  his  con<^ 
duA  on  all  occafions.  On  tbe  fccond  of  Odober  Sir  John  paf- 
ied  tbe  Streigbts,  and  on  the  fourth,  when  he  was  off  the 
JtNitb  cape,  detached  Sir  George  Byng,  with  the  winter>fqua- 
dron,  for  Liibon.  Qa  the  feventeenth  he  arrived  fafe  at  St^ 
Helen's,  having  been  feparated  in  a  ftorm  from  the  reft  of  the 
fleet,  which  came  foon  after  into  Portfmouth.  And  thus  ended 
as  focceisful  a  fea-campaign  as  is  recorded  in  our  own,  or  pert 
haps  in  any  other  hiftory  ^. 

Sir  Stafford  Fairbome,  then  vice-admiral  of  the  red,  wa« 
appointed,  with  a  fmali  fquadron,  to  look  into  the  mouth  of 
the  river  Charent,  with  orders  alfo  to  deftroy  fuch  Ihips  as  the 
enemy  might  have  at  Rochfort.  He  failed  for  this  purpofe  in 
the  latter  end  of  the  month  of  April,  and  after  continuing  at 
fea  about  three  weeb,  he  returned  to  Plymouth  with  a  few 
prizes  '.  Soon  after  be  received  orders  to  fail  for  the  DownSf 
from  whence  he  was  quickly  ordered  over  to  Flanders,  to  a£c 
iift  in  taking  Oftend.  Arriving  before  that  place,  he  ftood  in 
ib  near  the  town,  that  they  fired  upon  him,  which  he  returned  ^ 
but  was  foon  after  ordered  to  Newport,  from  whence,  after 
|be  blockade    of  that    place  was  formed,    he  came  back  tQ 


r  See  the  Lend.  Gaz.  N^.  4x71,  10  which  there  is  a  large  acc^mit  of  the  ca* 
pitiil«iton  with  the  viceroy  of  Majorca,  which  fhewa  that  Sir  John  Leake  waa  a 
very  ahle  nao  in  the  clofct«  as  well  m  the  field,  aiid  knew  how  to  treat,  at  well 
as  how  to  aA  in  a  roogher  manner. 

>  Borchet's  naval  hiilory,  book  v.  chap.  a$.  Aona!$  of  qneen  Anne,  vol.  ▼. 
MercQie  hiftoii^ue  et  politique,  tone  xl.  p*  tfj?.  London  Gazette,  K^.  4aa8, 
4141  • 
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pftend.  A  fcbeme  had  been  contrived  by  ibme  of  tbe  laoid^ 
ofBcers  for  deftroying  the  little  vefTcls  belonging  to  that  port ; 
but  when  i|:  came  to  be  executed,  it  was  found  whollj  imprac- 
ticable. Tbe  entrance  qf  tlie  barbqur  being  long,  narrow,  and 
crooked,  whatever  velTel  or  ihip  attempted  to  go  in,  mnft  ine- 
yitably  be  much  expofcd  to  the  platform  of  guns  -,  fo  thai  there 
feemed  but  little  hopes  of  attempting  any  thing  againft  the  ihips 
by  Tea,  which  lay  all  in  a  clufter  clofe  to  tbe  quay,  on  the  back 
fide  of  the  town  }  but  there  were  letter^  in  the  camp  which 
infinuated,  that  as  foon  as  the  trenches  were  opeqed,  the  bat- 
teries raifed,  an<|  fome  bombs  thrown  into  the  place,  the  Spa- 
niards in  garrifoq,  aflifted  by  the  fe^men  and  burghers,  would 
oblige  the  French  garrifon  to  yield. 

On  the  nineteenth  of  June,  the  trenches  were  opened  befare 
the  place  ^  Sir  Stafford  Fairbome,  njrith  his  fquadron,  cannon- 
aded it  by  JTea,  and  ^  the  faqf^e  (ime  two  hnmb*vcffel8  yrere  lent 
as  near  as  might  be,  and  ^ben  they  came  to  play  did  great  exe- 
cution. Sir  Stafford  likewife  caufed  all  the  fmall  frigates  to  Tut\ 
in  as  near  the  town  as  po0ible^  and  to  difcharge  their  broad- 
sides ;  which  they  did  with  fo  little  damsyge  to  themfelves,  and 
fo  great  hurt  to  the  place,  that  the  people  begap  to  mutiny,  and 
the  governor  found  himfelf  (as  he  pretended)  under  a  neceflity. 
of  capitulating,  which  he  did  on  the  twenty- fifth. 

Thus  the  city  of  Oftend,  which  had  formerly  held. out  fo. 
many  months,  was  taken  in  a  week;  though,  befides  the^ 
Spanifli  garrifon,  coun^  de  la  Mo^he,  ^lyas  there  with'  a  confi- 
derable  body  of  French  troops,  which  he  undertook  ftiould 
not  ferve  again  in  fix  months ;  and,  as  one  of  their  own  wri- 
ters pleafantly  fays,  it  had  been  very  happy  for  France,  if  h^ 
tad  for  himfelf  undertaken  never  to  ferve  again.  After  the  fur- 
render  of  Oftend,  Sir  Stafford  Fairbome  returned  to  Spithead, 
to  affift  in  convoying  a  body  of  troops  that  were  intended  for  a 

defcent'. 

»    .  . 

before 

f 

*  Tn  xhe  Hege  of  Of^end^  the  dul^c  of  MMU)oroiigh  gare  fi^al  proofs  of 
his  perfoiul  courage;  tor,  coming  to  make  a  vifit  to  M.  d'Auverqaerqoe,  he 
uent  into  the  trenches,  where  he  flMd  a  confiderable  ititie,  and  examthed 
every  thing  very  attentively,  though  the  enemy,  who  had  Hjckened  their  fire 
liefore,  renewed  it  with  cxccflive  vioieQce,  as  foon  «s  they  knew  by  the  fditc  of 

ibc 
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'Before  we  fpeak  of  the  proceedings  of  the  grand  fleet  under 
$ir  Cloodefley  Shovel,  it  will  be  requifite  to  fay  fomethlng  of 
the  intended  dcfcent  which  we  haye  juft  mentioned :  this  was  a 
defign  frs^ned  upon  tbe  reprefentatjon  of  fome  French  Hugue- 
nots $  particularly  the  £unous  marquis  Guifcard,- who  was  af- 
terwards engaiged  in  a  defign  to  afiaffinate  the  queen.  The 
land-forces  defigned  foK  chb  feryice  confifted  of  very  near  ten 
thottfand  men.  They  were  to  be  commanded  in  chief  by  the 
oarl  Rivers ;  under  hio^  by  the  lieutenant-generals  Earle  and  de 
Gttifcard :  the  earl  of  Efiez,  and  lord  S^ordaunr,  eldeft  fon  to 
the  ear)  of  Peterborough,  were  to  ferve  in  this  expedition  a^ 
ipajor»generaIs.  On  the  loth  of  Auguft  the  fleet  under  the 
c;oiDman4  of  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel,  failed  from  St.  Helen's ; 
hut  not  boing  joined  time  enough  by  the  Putch^  this  proje£b 
proved  abortive  $  and  it  was  refolyed^  that  the  fleet  ihould  pro* 
<;eed  to  Liibon  with  thefe  forces  on  board,  apd  that  they  (hould 
be  employed  in  the  fervice  of  hi$  Catholic  n^ajedy  ^. 

It  does  not  appear,  that  aftpr  their  difappointment  in  this 
fcheme  of  making  a  defcent  on  France,  the  miniftry  came  to 
any  refqlution  as  to  tbe  employment  of  the  grand  fleet,  or  of 
the  land-forces  on  board  it ;  it  looks  a^  if  all  things  had  been, 
trailed  to  the  wifdom  of  the  admira^  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel^ 
and  of  the  general.  The  fleet  was  extremely  late  before  it  fail- 
ed for  the  Mediterranean,  viz»  tbe  €rft  of  Q£lober,  and  being 
^n  the  Soundings  on  the  tenth  of  the  fame  month,  the  Barfleur, 
a  fecond  rate,  fprung  a  dangerous  leak,  which  obliged  the  ad- 
miral to  fend  her  home,  and  to  take  the  earl  Rivers,  and  his 
principal  officers,  into  his  owi^  fhip  the  A^i^tion.  Proceed- 
ing in  their  voyage,  they  met  with  ei^ceeding  bad  weather,  in- 
fomuch,  that  when  the  admiral  arrived  in  the  river  of  Li(^n, 
he  had  with  him  but  four  men  of  war,  and  fifty  tranfpons; 
hut  he  had  the  good  luck  to  find  the  reft  of  the  fleet  arrived 


the  fleet,  that  his  grace  was  cookie  to  the  camp.  In  doing  ^hif ,  contrary  lo  kis 
ufoal  cttftom,  he  (be«red,  that  when  he  was  more  carefal  of  his  perfoo,  It  was 
out  of  icfpeQ  to  the  fenrice,  and  not  for  any  want  of  that  temper  of  mioi 
which  commonly  palles  for  heroifm. 

b  Bornet's  hid.  of  his  own  timesr  vol.  ii«  p.  453.  Aooals  of  queen  Anne, 
vol.  V.  p.  310,  311.  Mercare  hiftori^ue  ct  polhiqne,  tome  sll.  p.  207,  303. 
lioik  Gaz.  K°.  4a5a« 

befor^ 
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before  him,  fo  that  be  hegsin  imoiediately  to  prepare  for  adion, 
and  fcnt  two  fhips  of  Sir  Grofge  Byng*s  fqoadroii  to  Alkaat, 
irith  money  and  neceflaries  for  the  ztrnj^  tiKii  imder  th«  com- 
mand of  the  earl  of  Gatway,  which  was  in  r€Fj  great  warn  of 

thcm*^. 

While  he  was  thus  employed,  he  keardi  witlt  great  regret, 
of  (he  dtforders  that  had  fallen  out  in  the  SpanHh  court  afid  in 
our  armf .  It  is  very  hard  to  fay,  who  was,  or  who  was  not, 
in  the  right ;  but  this  is  certain,  that  in  confequence  of  theie 
difputes,  king  Charles  III.  loft  his  intereft  among  the  Spaniards ; 
and  though  he  was  once  mafter  of  Madrid,  he  was  forced  to 
quit  it  again,  and  bis  affairs  began  to  fall  intp  facb  coofofioo^ 
that  the  admiral  at  Lifbon  could  fcarce  tell  what  he  had  to  do, 
or  how  he  was  to  adl  for  his  Catholic  majefty's  fcrricc,  and 
therefore  thought  it  requifite  to  fend  colonel  Worfley  to  Valen- 
cia, in  order  to  receiTc  from  the  king  himfelf,  and  the  general^ 
a  certain  account  of  their  affairs,  and  a  true  ftate  of  the  fer- 
vices  they  expeAed  from  him.  While  this  gentleman  was  gone, 
and  before  the  admiral  had  it  in  his  power  to  take  any  fettled 
refolution,  the  king  of  Portugal  died,  which  threw  the  affairs 
of  that  kingdom  into  fome  confufion  ;  and  that  could  not  hap- 
pen without  affefting  us.  We  before  obfervcd,  that  the  Por- 
ruguefe  miniftry  afVed  in  a  manner  no  way  fnitable  to  the  ftri£l 
alliance  which  then  fubfifted  between  our  court  and  theirs.  But 
now  things  grew  worfe  and  worfc;  and  whatever  fcntimcnts 
the  new  king  might  be  of,  his  minifters  ventured  to  take  fome 
fuch  fteps,  as  were  not  to  be  borne  with  patience  by  an  admiral 
of  Sir  Cloudeflcy  ShovePs  temper^. 

Upon  the  return  of  colonel  Worfley,  the  admiral  was  ap- 
prized, by  letters  from  the  king  and  the  earl  of  Galway,  that, 

c  Biirchct*s  naval  hiflorf ,  booli^  v.  chap.  xxiv.  Oldmixon's  hiftory  of  the 
8cuan»,  vol.  ii.  Boyer*s  life  of  qnecii  Anne,  p.  245.  Mercure  biftoriquc  cc 
polinqae,  tone  xli.  p.  579*     Lond.  Gaz.  N°.  41  6S. 

a  'In  order  to  be  better  informed  of  the  parciculari  here  mentioned,  the  rea- 
der may  confult  our  larger  hiftorians,  the  coiie^ltons  of  Lamberti,  and  the  me- 
m^^ui^  of  the  count  de  la  Torret.  The  narrow  bounds  prcfcribed  to  my  work, 
will  not  allow  me  to  enter  deeply  into  political  dirquifiiions,  for  that  would  draw 
n>e  behde  my  purpofc,  To  that  whenever  I  Cnuch  up^n  them,  it  it  only  to  pre« 
ictve  the  connection  that  is  DCcefHiry  to  render  the  accounts  1  give  of  naval  af- 
faiji  c^fy,  and  fully  underllood. 

uakfi^ 
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^tltb  he  could  briog  earl  Rivcrs»  and  tiie  forces  under  his  com*- 
saand,  and  laBd  tbem  fi)  as  .that  they  might  come  to  their  aflift* 
ance,  tilings  were  iikely  to  fall  into  as  great  confufion  as  they 
were  in  the  wtotor  before^  whereby  all  the  advaniagcs  would 
be  loft  which  had  been  afterwards  procured  at  fo  vaft  an  eX"* 
peace,  both  of  blood  and  treafitit^vhy  the  maritime  powers. 
Thcfe  advices  gave  the  admiral  fo  mueh  the  more  concern,  as 
he  knew  that  the  (hips  were  fo  much  damaged  by  the  rough 
weather  they  had  met  with  in  their  pafiagCi  that  it  was  impoi^ 
fibfe'to  fit  them  fpeedily  for  fea^  and  that,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  land-forces  were  fo  much  reduced  bj  ficknefs,  death,  and 
other  accidents,  that,  lufiead  of  ten,  there  were  fcarce  fix  tbou* 
fand  effe£H?e  n\en>  He  refolved,  however,  to  do  the  heft  he 
0oM  to  comply  with  the  king  aud  the  general's  deiire  i  the  ra- 
ther becaufe  he  faw  that  nothing  but  fpirit  and  diligence  could 
p^flibly  rocojucr  thofe  advantages,  which  had  been  loft  tlirough 
divifions  and  ocgle£l  of  duty.  He  gave  orders,  therefore,  for 
rqyainng,  with  th^  utmoft  diligence,  the  mifchief  that  bad  been 
dooe  to  his  fiiips  ;  direSed  the  trapiporta  to  be  vi£iualled,  and 
iwade  the  other  neceftary  difpofitions  for  proceeding  with  both 
the  fleet  and  army  for  the  Spanifti  co^ft,  and  in  the  mean  time 
^li^attched  five  imen  of  war  with  aconfiderable  fum  of  money 
and  clothes  foi  the  troops  %  and  was  on  the  very  point  of  im«v 
barking  the  forces,  when  he  was  reftrained  by  an  order  frona 
England,  of  which  we  (hall  fay  more  when  we  come  to  trea( 
of  the  tranla&tons  of  the  enfuing  year,  to  which  it  properly 
bdongs^> 

In  the  mean  time,eaptain  William  Coney,  who  commanded 
the  Komoey,  a  (hip  of  fifty  guns,  having  been  difpatched,  asi 
webcfoneebferved,  by  Sir  CloudeOey  Shovel,  to  cruize  in  thofe 
leas,  and  being  then  witli  the  .Milford  and  Fowey,  two  fifth 
rates,  they  received  intelligence  on  the  twelfth  of  December, 
that  a  French  iliip  of  fixry  guns,  with  thirty  pieces  of  fine  bral's 

• 

«  London  Gazette,  N°.  418^. 

f  I  cannot  prebend  to  Uy  where  the  blame  Uy^  at  to  the  mifcarriagei  that 

happened  in  Spain;  the  reader  will  perhaps  be  bed  able  to  judge  by  comparing 

Dr.  Frieod*&  account  of  the  earl  of  PetaboronghV  conduct  in  Spain,  the  carl  of 

Oalwajr's  narrative,  and  the  impariial  inquiry  into  the  war«  (here,  which  I  have 

ib  often  qn  ted. 

cannon 
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cannon  on  board,  that  had  been  taken  out  of  the  ihipcoiniiiafidL 
cd  by  M,  de  PointU,  and  which  he  had  run  aihore  when  be  fled 
from  Sir  John  Leake,  lay  at  anchor  under  the  cannon  of  Mab^ 
ga,  he  refolred  to  go  and  atteoapt  her  $  which  defign  be  pot  in 
execution,  though  one  of  the  fifth  rates  wfls  accidentally  ciiia* 
bled,  and  the  other  feparatcd  from  him ;  and  failing  dirc£ldy 
der  the  camion  of  the  place,  cut  her  from  her  anchors, 
^landing  all  the  fire  they  could  make,  and  carried  her  fiife  into 
the  harbour  of  Gibraltar* 

On  the  twenty-fixth  of  the  £ime  month  he  chaced,  and  came 
up  with  another  French  fhip,  called  the  Content^  that  carried 
fixty-four  guns.  The  captain  of  her,  inftead  of  attempting  to 
iight  the  Englifli  fliips,  got  a6  ibon  as  he  could  under  the  can- 
iiou  of  a  little  caf^le,  about  eight  leagues  weft  of  Amcria^ 
where  he  crept  as  clofe  as  it  was  poflible  to  the  fhore*  Captain 
^  Coney  anchored  before  him,  and  ordered  the  Milfbrd  and  Fowcy 
to  do  the  fame,  the  one  a^head,  the  other  a»flern«  They  plied 
their  guns  for  about  three  hours  very  brtfkly,  and  then  the 
French  (hip  took  fire,  blew  up,  and  was  entirely  deflroyed,  with 
moft  of  her  men.  This  fhip  had  been  detached  by  M.  Vman^ 
to  bring  the  before-mentioned  fhip  from  Malaga*.  Some  time 
after  captain  Coney  took  another  French  fhip,  called  the  Mera 
cury,  of  forty* two  guns,  which  the  French  king  had  lenttlui 
merchants,  and  which  at  their  expence  was  fitted  out  as  a  pri^ 
vatccr**. 

I  fhould  now  proceed  to  rcfome  the  hiflory  of  afiairs  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  but  that  there  remains  a  remarkable  adlion  or  twd 
in  Europe,  which  I  think  deferve  noticCi  and  therefore  I  havefet 
them  down  here,  in  the  clofe  of  the  year,  by  themfelres,  notfiad«2 
ing  it  fo  eafy  to  reduce  them  toany  particular  fervice.  Ontbenino^ 
tecnth  of  April,  the  Refolution,  a  fevoity-gun  fh^),  command- 

B  Buichet,  p.  719.  Lcdiard,  vol.  ii.  p.  81 ».  Bat  b<xh  their  acconou  ate 
taken  from  the  London  Gazette,  N^.  4198. 

h  Mr.  fecrctary  Borchct  fays,  thh  happened  on  die  8th  of  July;  but  Ur. 
Lcdiard  conjectured  vcn'  rightly,  thit,  inftead  of  Joly,  it  (hbald  have  been  Ja- 
Auary  ;  and  fo  it  appiars  by  the  account  we  hayeof  this  tranfadion  in  the  GatcCte, 
K°.  4)04,  where  the  article  11  dated  from  Lisbon,  Febrnkry  ^.  N.  S.  which  is 
one  proof  ont  of  many  of  the  wretched  ineorreQneis  of  this  naval  hiftory,  as  to 
^aces,  in  which  one  woiiH  have  expcflfdj  from  its  author's  ftitioDi  remarkable 
regularity  and  cxaAnera. 

cd 


^h  by  captain  Mordaunr,  youngeft  fon  of  the  cftrl  oiF  Petcrbo- 
rotigh,  having  his  father  on  bohrd,  and  his  Catholic  majefty's 
envoy  to  the  duke  of  Savoy^  fell  in  with  fix  large  Qiips  of  the 
^nemy;  in  hiis  paflTage  to  Genoa  ^  the  earl  of  Peterborough  per- 
ceiving the  danger,  dcfired  that  himfelf,  and  the  Spaniih  envoy; 
rnighc  be  put  on  board  a  fihall  frigate,  called  the  £hterpriize  ^ 
for  as  he  took  hi§  biifinefs  then  to  be  licgociating;  hot  fightings 
he  was  Willing  to  efcape  to  Oneglia,  if  it  was  poflible^  which, 
According  t6  his  ufual  good  fOTtunfe,  he  wias  lucky  enough  to 
cfFea.      , 

The  Milfoird,  i  fifth  rate,  which  we  have  lately  meiitioned; 
was  likewife  With  captain  Mordaunt,  but  feeing  the  danger,  ran 
from  it;  aiid  efcaped.  On  the  twentieth  the  weather  proved 
very  bad,  fo  that  the  Refolution  was  iii  part  diPabled^  which 
gave  the  enemy  art  opportunity  of  coming  up  with  her ;  upori 
which  captain  Mdrdaunt;  by  advice  of  his  office^s;  refolved  to 
rUn  her  aihore,  having  received  ^  great  deal  of  damage  in  the 
Engagements  About  thred  in  the  afternoon  he  efFefled  this; 
and  ran  her  a-grdund  in  a  fandy  bay;  withiii  a  third  of  a  cable's 
Itngth  of  the  land^  and  dire£Uy  under  the  cannon  of  th^  caftle 
of  Veptithiglia,  belonging  to  the  Genoefe,  who  nOtwithftahding 
gave  them  not  the  leaft  afliftancfc.  Abdut  half  an  hour  aftei: 
ibur,  captain  Mordautit,  being  difabled  by  a  fhot  in  his  thigh, 
i^as  carried  oh  (hore;  but  would  hot  retire  far  frdm  his  fhip  i 
ahd  abdut  five  the  Frenbh  coihmddore  manned  out  all  the  boats 
of  his  fquddroh;  in  order  to  board  the  Refolutioi),  under  the 
fire  of  one  of  theii*  feventy*guh  (hips;  which  plied  ours  warihly 
all  the  while  $  but  the  Refolution,  etren  in  the  condition  (He  was 
in,  gave  them  fuch  a  teeeption,  as  obliged  them  to  i-etuirn  to 
their  refpeftive  (hips.  On  the  twenty- firft,  abbut  half  ah  hour 
paft  fit  in  the  morning;  one  of  the  enemy^s  (hips  of  eighty  guns 
Weighing  her  ahthorj  brought  to  under  the  Resolution's  Hern, 
3ind  about  niiib  o'clock,  a  fpring  being  put  under  the  cable,  (lie 
hy  with  her  broadfide  towards  her,  while  (he  at  the  fame  time 
looked  with  het  hesld  right  intd  the  (hore,  fo  that  it  was  not  po(^ 
fible  to  bring  any  more  guns  to  bear  upon  the  French  (hip,  than 
thbfe  of  her  ftern-chace;  and  the  others  being  within  lefs  than 
gun-(h6t,  and  the  water  coming  into  the  Refolution  as  high  as 
)ter  gun-deck,   captain  Mordaunt  fent  to  his  officers  for  their 

Vol.  Ill,  P  opinio;) 
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opinion  what  was  fitting  to  be  done ;  and,  purfaant  to  their  ad- 
tice,  he  gave  them  directions  to  fet  her  immediately  on  fire, 
which  they  did  about  eleven  o^clock,  after  the  men  were  all  put 
on  (horre ;  and  by  three  in  the  afternoon  fhe  was  burnt  to  the. 
water's  edge  K 

In  the  month  of  November^  a  fingular  adventure  happened 
to  the  Lifbon  packet-boat,  which  was  taken  by  a  Dunkirk  pri- 
vateer of  confiderable  force.  The  mate,  who  had  the  care  of 
fhe  packet,  hid  it  when  the  privateer  appeared  firft  in  fight,  and 
being  foon  after  killed,  the  captain  threw  over  a  chefk  of  papen, 
with  a  weight  of  lead,  juft  as  the  enemy  boarded  hin»^  which 
they  took  for  the  mail,  and  therefore  did  not  make  fo  ftriA  a 
fearch  as  otherwife  they  would  have  done.  At  fea  they  were 
feparated  from  the  privateer,  which  gave  eleven  Engliih  Tailors 
an  opportunity  of  rifing  upon  fifteen  Frenchmen,  making  them- 
felves  maAers  of  the  veflel,  and  carrying  her  into  the  Texel^ 
where  the  government  letters  were  happily  found,  fewcd  up  in 
an  oi^&in  cafe,  and  thrown  into  a  water-caik.  We  ended  our 
laft  account  of  affairs  in  the  Weft  Indies  with  the  return  of  ad- 
miral Graydon's  fquadron  from  thence :  it  is  now  requifice  that 
we  (hould  enter  into  a  detail  of  what  paifed  in  thofe  parts^  front 
that  time  to  the  clofe  of  the  year  1706  ^> 

The  complaints  which  had  been  made  in  almoft  every  (eflioa 
of  parliament,  of  mifcarriages  and  mifdemeanors  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  engaged  the  miniftry  to  n^ake  choice  of  Sir  William 
Wbetftone  to  go  thither  with  a  fquadron  of  feven  men  of  war^ 
In  order  to  fettle  affairs  after  the  ravages  which  they  had  aa  ac- 
count had  been  committed  in  thofe  parts.  He  failed  accordingly 
with  the  trade  in  the  fpringof  the  year  1705,  and  arrived^  on 
the  feveuteenth  of  May,  fafely  at  Jamaica  K  There  he  fbon  re* 
ceived  intelligence,  that  a  flout  fquadron  of  the  enemy's  fiiips 
was  on  the  coaft  of  Hifpaniola,  and  that  feveral  rich  (hips  w&rc 
fpeedily  expe£ted  from  the  coaft  of  New  Spain.  Upon  this,  he 
ordered  the  fquadron  to  be  put  in  a  pofture  of  £siiling  as  foon  as 
poflible,  and  having  left  a  fufficient  convoy  for  the  protcAion  of 


I  Rurchet't  na^al  ht^orj,  p.  691.  k  Loajdoo  Gazette,  K^.  417S. 

*  LoDdofl  Oarctte,  N^.  4105,  4154. 

the 
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the  homeward-bound  fleet,  he  proceeded,  on  the  fixth  of  June, 
for  the  Spanifh  coaft  'b. 

On  the  feventeenth  of  the  fame  month,  being  then  within 
fight  of  Carthagena»  he  chaced  a  ihip,  which  in  the  night  ran 
in  among  the  Sambay  keys,  where  there  are  yery  uncertain 
foundings  and  fhoai-water,  infomuch,  that  the  Briftoli  a  (hip 
of  fifty  guns,  came  on  ground,  but  was  got  off  again  with  little 
or  no  damage ;  however,  he  came  up  with  the  French  fhip, 
and  after  two  hours  difpute  with  thofe  that  were  neareft  to  her, 
ihe  fubmitted.  She  bad  forty*fix  guns  mounted,  and  carried 
out  with  her  three  hundred  and  feventy  meh  ;  but  buried  all  but 
one  hundred  and  fifty,  unlefs  it  were  a  few  they  had  put  into 
prizes.  She  had  brought  fix  hundred  and  forty  negroes  from 
Guinea,  of  which  two  hundred  and  forty  died,  and  moft  of  the 
reft  were  put  on  ihore  at  Martinico,  the  ifland  of  St.  Thomas 
and  Santa  Martha,  for  they  had  heard  that  a  fcjuadron  of  Eng* 
lilh  (hips  was  in  the  Weft  Indies.  The  rear-admiral  plying  then 
to  the  eaftward,  difcovered  off  the  river  Grande  two  fail,  clofe 
in  with  the  land,  one  of  which  being  forced  on  (hore,  was  bumc 
by  her  own  men,  being  a  privateer  fitted  out  at  Martinico,  to 
difturb  our  trade. 

The  coaft  being  thus  alarmed,  and  no  profpeQ  of  any  im- 
mediate fervice,  he  returned  back  to  Jamaica;  but  appointed 
three  of  the  heft  failers  to  cruize  twenty  days  off  Anigada,  ii| 
the  windward  paflage,  for  the  French  in  their  return  home,  it 
being  the  \ifual  feafon  for  them  to  go  from  Petit  Guavas,  Port 
de  Paix,  and  other  places ;  but  thoie  fliips  joined  him  again 
without  meeting  with  any  fuccefs^ 

On  his  return  to  Jamaica,  he  had  intelligence  of  a  rich  (hip 
bound  from  Carthagena  to  Port  Lewis,  and  in  order  to  take 
her,  he  detached  the  Montague  and  the  Hedor,  who  though 
they  miffed  their  intended  prize,  brought  in  a  French  fliip  of 
twenty*four  guns,  laden  with  fugar,  indigo,  and  hides.  To* 
wards  the  latter  end  of  the  fame  month,  the  rear- admiral  pu| 
to  fea,  to  cruize  off  Hifpaniola,  where  he  met  with  fuch  a 
ftorm,  as  forced  him  back  to  Jamaica  in  a  very  diftreffed  candi« 

P  Barehet'i  natal  fiiftory,  book  v.  chip.  lo. 

•  Burchet'i  naval  hiftorj,  p.  09).    Londgn  Crazettei  N®.  41  {4. 
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tjon.  While  the  fhips,  particularly  his  own,  were  refitting^ 
the  Montague,  a  fixty-gun  (hip,  was  fent  to  cruize  on  the  coa(t 
of  Ififpaniola,  where  he  met  with  twp  French  ihips,  one  of 
j(orty-eight|  the  other  of  thirty-fix  guns,  an(}  the  captain  brave- 
ly  engaged  them  both  till  he  loft  them  in  ;he  nigh^.  The  ncxc 
morning  he  had  fight  of  them  agaii),  an4  would(  willinglj 
^ave  renewed  the  engagement,  but  his  o£5icers  and  feamen  were 
not  in  the  humour  to  fight,  and  fo  the  Freqchmen  efcaped. 
The  captain,  (whofe  name  Mr.  Qurchet  hath  no^  thoyght  fie  to 
tranfmit  to  pofterity,  though  for  what  re^fon  I  pannot  imagine), 
on  his  return  to  Jamaica  complained  tp  the  admiral,  and  brought 
^he  whole  affair  undertime  e^amipation  of  a  court-martial,  where 
it  fully  appeared,  that  be  had  done  his  duty  to  tl^e  utmoft  of 
his  power,  and  be  was  thereupon  honourably  acquiued  \  bat  a^ 
for  his  officers,  they  were  broke,  as  they  we^l  deC^^vcd,  and  naa- 
ny  of  his  fcamcn  punifhed  ^. 

The  admiral,  in  the  ipeaq  time,  to  repair  thi$  miftake  as  far 
as  he  was  able,  fent  t^o  fourth  rates,  the  Briftol  and  the  Folk- 
ftone,  in  queft  of  tbofe  (hips,  they  fell  in  with  them  and  the 
yeffels  under  their  convoy  •,  (hey  behayed  ycry  brifkly  in  feizing 
the  defencelefs  merchant-men ;  but  though  they  had  it  abfo- 
lutely  In  their  power  to  hayc  fough^  at  leaft,  if  not  to  have  ta- 
ken the  men  of  war,  they  le^  them  flip  through  their  bands^ 
with  half  tbe  fleet  under  their  care ;  for  vrhich  (candalous  nc- 
eJicStf  the  fenior  officer,  whofe  name  is  again  mijQlng  in  Mr. 
Burchct's  hiftory,  but  which  I  have  reafon  to  believe  was  An- 
derfon,  came  to  bo  tried^  broke,  and  rendered  incapable  tq 
fervc  at  fcaP. 

I  am  very  ferry  that  a  more  particular  detail  of  thcfc  affairs 
cannot  be  had,  becaufe  the  merit  of  hiftory  is  the  beftowing 

^  3urchct's  naval  hift.  p.  659^    Lond.  Gax.  N°.  4176. 

P  Mr.'  OMmixon,  wb<^  was  the  author  of  the  Britifh  empire  in  America^ 
▼ol.  ii.  p.  3T4,  gives  0$  khe  following  account.  The  Bridol  and  l^i  IkOone  met 
with  reii  fail  of  merchant  men,  bound  froni  Petit  Gcavas  to  France,  under  con- 
troy  of  two  French  men  of  war,  one  of  four  and  twenty,  and  another  of  thirty 
funs,  out  o^ which  captain  Anderfon,  commodore  of  the  Englifh,  took  fix  mer- 
ehaot  men,  l»den  with.fogar,  cocda,  C(>chlneai,  and  indigo,  and  bf«ught  them  to 
Jamaica.  When  he  arrived,  admiral  WhetHone  held  a  court-martial,  and  capiain 
Ariderron,  with  the  other  officers,  were  coademoed  to  lofe  their  coioiDifliont  for  fiot 
'ngjgitig  the  Ftcnch  mtticf  war. 

...•.'  juft 
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juft  praUes  on  worthy  tneni  and  fetting  fuch  a  mark  of  dis- 
grace on  men  of  another  chara£ter  as  they  deferve.  A  little 
softer  tbefe  unlucky  incidents^  while  the  admiral  was  detained 
for  want  of  ftores  at  Jamaicai  the  Suffolk,  where  his  flag  was 
flying,  by  fome  unfortunate  accident,  which  I  think  was  never 
Recounted  for,  blew  up  in  the  gun-room,  where  moft  of  the 
men  were  killed,  and  fevepty  mpre  in  their  hammocks  were  fo 
burnt,  that  the  greateft  part  of  them  died.  When  things  were 
pnce  more  put  in  tolerable  order,  he  failed  for  the  coaft  of 
liifpanipla,  and  had  thought^  of  (Iretching  over  again  to  the 
main,  with  a  view  to  haye  fent  the  orders  of.  his  Catholic  ma« 
j[efty,  Ving  pharles  III.  to  the  governor  of  Cartbageqa ;  but 
finding  this  impra£licable,  and  himfelf  much  too  weak  to  un- 
dertake any  thing  againft  the  Frencl^  in  ^bpfc  fea3,  he  returned 
back  to  Jamaica  \ 

I  dp  not  find  ip  any  of  the  accQupts  that  I  have  met  with, 
that  Siif  William  Whetilone  was  fo  much  as  fufpcfted  of  being 
in  any  degree  wanting  in  his  duty ;  but  fo  it  was,  that  through 
negledls  of  our  admiralty,  and  a  mercenary  fpirit  in  fome  of 
pur  governors  of  colonies,  and  captains  of  men  of  war, 'things 
yrere  fallen  intp  fuch  di(lra£^ion  i(i  the  Wefl:  Indies,  that  we 
were  not  either  in  a  condition  to  hvirt  the  enemy's  fettlements, 
pr  fo  much  as  able  to  defend  our  own.  The  truth  feems  to  be, 
that  the  great  Qeets  y^c  fitted  out  every  year  for  the  Mediterra- 
nean, and  ^he  crui:(ers  that  were  necefiary  upon  pur  own  coafls, 
took  up  fo  many  (hips,  that  it  was  fcarce  poiFible  to  fupply  even 
the  reafonable  demands  of  the  W^ft  Indies. 

The  enemy,  on  the  other  hand,  had  fome  very  fignal  advan- 
tages; for  after  Sir  George  Rooke  had  taught  them,  that  fea- 
fights  were  ^pt  for  their  advantage,  they  had  recourfe  to  their 
old  trade  of  carrying  on  a  piratical  war ;  and  as  they  had  little 
trade  to  proteA,  and  many  good  ihips,  they  were  able  to  fur« 
nifh  out  (louvfquadrons  fpr  this  purpofe.  Add  to  all  that  has 
been  laid,  the  great  concerns  they  had  in  the  Weft  Indies,  where 

9  Borchet^s  nsTal  hiftoiy,  p.  699.  Dorlng  the  time  that  the  admiral  wat  19 
the  Weft  Indies,  he  kad,  as  ibme  write,  the  good  fortune  to  make  prize  of  two 
rich  Spanifl)  fhips,  on  board  of  which  wete  two  hundred  tboufand  pieces  of  eighty 
and  a  great  quaoticy  of  valuahls  goodf.    Mcrcure  hiftoriqoe  et  pelidque,  tomo 

ali.  p.  209. 

ft.    .    ,j. 
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now  not  only  the  French,  but  the  Spanifli  fettlcments  were 
immediately  under  their  care,  and  where,  as  France  had  the 
free  ufe  of  the  ports,  fo  (he  had  the  dirediion  alfb  of  the  naval 
force  of  both  nations,  without  which  (he  could  never  have  car- 
ried on  the  war '. 

The  driving  the  Engliih  out  of  the  Leeward-iflands,  was  the 
point  the  French  had  moft  in  view,  and  having  a  very  cx^Ct  ac« 
count  of  our  condition  there,  the  governor  of  St.  Domingo, 
M.  Iberville,  had  orders  to  adift  in  an  attempt  that  was  to  be 
made  on  St.  Chriftopher's.  It  is  in  truth  a  very  difficult  thing 
to  give  a  fair  account  of  this  matter,  (ince  the  French  magnify 
it,  and  fucb  of  our  writers  as  have  taken  any  notice  of  it,  have 
done  all  they  could  to  lefTen  and  difparage  it.  The  mod  pro- 
bable relation  that  I  have  met  with  amongft  many,  fets  the  af- 
fair in  this  light.  The  count  de  Chavagnac,  with  a  fmall  fqua- 
dron  of  French  men  of  war,  attacked  the  ifland  of  St.  Chrif- 
topher's  in  the  month  of  March,  where  they  burnt  and  plun- 
dered feveral  plantations  5  but  when  they  came  to  attack  the 
caftle,  they  were  rcpulfcd  with  lofs«.  They  would,  however, 
in  all  probability,  have  carried  their  point  at  la(l,  if  the  gover- 
nor of  Barbadoes,  on  receiving  information  of  what  had  hap* 
pened,  had  not  fent  down  thither  a  (loop,  with  intelligence  to 
the  governor,  that  a  fquadron  from  England  was  coming  to  bis 
relief.  This  reaching  the  ears  of  the  French,  as  it  was  intended 
it  fhould,  they  imbarked  in  much  hafte,  after  having  done  a 
great  deal  of  mifchief  -,  but,  however,  nothing  comparable  to 
what  the  French  writers  fay  ^ 


r  I  do  not  pretend  to  g\vt  the  reider  thefe  nlitOiom  cs  nif  •wn,  bectufe  T  am 
▼cry  feDfible  that  they  have  been  made  before  hj  other  writers.  A  1  the  merit 
that  I  would  •(Tume,  11,  chat  of  introducing  them  property,  and  To  as  to  prove 
what  it  certaiitlf  importf  at  much  to  know,  that  the  French  are  as  vigilant  in 
making  cbe  moft  of  every  advantage,  n  we  are  generaily  back^^trd  in  aling  fach 
opportunities  ai  our  fitttatioo  and  naval  force  afford. 

•  Borchet*s  naval  hid.  p.  699.  Load.  Gaz.  N®.  4i|0.  Mcrcarc  hiftoriqae 
et  poiitique,  tome  xl.  p.  tfi8« 

<  Father  Daniel,  in  his  journal  of  the  reign  of  Lewis  X;IV.  p.  &|6.  ooaiputtt 
the  plunder  ef  St.  CHriQophet's  at  three  millions  of  French  money,  or  150,000 
pourds  of  ours }  which  is,  I  think,  incredible;  efpedally,  if  the  French  redred 
in  Tome  kind  of  conOefna'tion  ;  and  that  they  did  is  pretty  certain,  fince  the  count 
^  Cbavagaac  was  qucftioned  about  it  wheo  he  returned  to  France. 

But, 
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But,  unluckily  for  u^,  before  count  de  Chavagnac  failed^* 
count  Iberville  joined  him  with  his  fquadron ;  fo  that  they  had 
now  five  ftout  men  of  war,  fome  frigates,  and  twenty  floops^ 
vrith  which  they  refolvcd  to  attack  Nevis.     They  landed  in 
Green-bay,  in  the  evening  of  the  twenty-fecond  of  the  fame 
month,  which  was  Good-Friday -,  and  they  pufhed  their  opera- 
tions fo  briikly,  that  by  the  ti^'enty-fourth,  which  was  Eafter* 
Sunday,  the  inhabitants  made  a  capitulation,  by  which  they  pro- 
mifed  to  deliver  up  all  tbrir  negroes,  and  to  procure  a  number 
of  prifoners,  equal  to  that  of  themfelves,  to  be  fet  at  liberty  in 
Europe,  in  confideration  of  their  not  being  taken  off  the  ifland. 
Our  Gazette  fays,  that  the  French  broke  thefe  articles,  by 
treating  them  barbaroufly,  burning  their  houfes  and  fugar  works* 
and  other  a&ions  of  the  like  nature.     But  other  accounts  fay, 
that  the  inhabitants  could  not  comply  with  their  capitulation, 
becaufe  the  negroes  retiring  into  the  mountains,  ftood  on  their 
defence,  and  when  attacked,  killed  a  great  number  of  the 
French.     Upon  this  the  inhabitants  came  to  a  new  agreement 
on  the  fixth  of  April,  in  which  they  undertook  to  deliver  to 
the  French,  in  lefs  than  fix  months,  one  thoufand  four  hundred 
negroes,  or  one  hundred  and  forty  thoufand  pieces  of  eight ; 
npon  which  the  French  retired,  carrying  oiF  with  them  mo/t  of 
the  effeC^s,  and  a  great  number  of  negroes,  but  fewer  certainly 
than  feven  thoufand,  as  a  French  hiftorian  computes  them  "• 
A  little  after  this  unfortunate  accident,  commodore  Kcr  arrived 
with  a  confiderable  force  in  the  Leeward- iflands,  and  having 
ftationed  feveral  (hips  according  to  his  inflru^iions,  he  bore 
away  with  the  reft  for  Jamaica,  which  was  then  thought  to  be 
in  danger,  from  the  junAion  of  Iberville's  fquadron,  with  that 
of  Ducafle  *.  . 

In  the  mean  time  rear-admiral  Whetftone  failed  with  a  few 
(hips  from  Jamaica,  in  hopes  of  attacking  DucaiTe,  before  he 


"  Moft  of  thefe  particnlarf  I  have  drawn  from  a  privare  letter,  written  by  a 
planter,  but  ten  days  aftrr  the  hi\  capitnltriorr.  The  inquificive  reader  may 
confuh  the  GEzeite,  N°.  4141,  and  o:dmixon*s  hiftory  of  the  Britilb 
empire  in  America,  vol.  ii.  p.  154,  Mcrcnre  bidorique  et  pctifique,  tome  x!i. 
p. 198. 

w  Borchet*!  naval  hift.  p.  700.  Lond.  Gaz.  N**.  4*55.  Htft-sire  ds  St.  Do- 
Biing«e,  TuL  iv.  p.  an. 

was 
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was  joined  by  the  fuccours  he  expelled.  Bilt  this  defign  being 
defeated  by  bad  weather,  he  returned  to  Jamaica  about  the  mid- 
dle of  July,  and  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  fame  month  was 
joined  by  commodore  Ker,  with  the  fquadron  under  his  com- 
mand. There  being  now  fo  confiderable  a  force^  the  admiral 
was  very  deflrous  that  fomething  ihould  be  attempted  capable 
of  effacing  the  memory  of  pafl  roiflakes,  and  worthy  the  naval 
force  of  th^  Britiih  nation.  After  mature  deliberatioo,  it  was 
refolved  to  proceed  to  Carthagena,  where  they  knew  the  gal- 
leons were,  to  try  what  effe£b  king  Charles's  letters  would 
produce,  and  whether  the  governor  might  not  be  wrought  upon 
by  our  fucceflcs  in  Europe,  to  own  him  for  his  rightful  fote- 
reign  in  America.  With  this  view,  Sir  William  Wbctftonc 
and  captain  Ker  failed  from  Jamaica  on  the  eighth  of  Augufl^ 
and  on  the  eighteenth  arrived  before  Carthagena,  and  fent  in  t 
packet  to  the  governor.  At  firft  he  trifled  a  little,  and  gave 
evafive  anfwers,  but  when  more  clofeiy  preffcd,  he  declared 
roundly,  that  he  knew  no  fovereign  but  Philip  V.  and  that  no 
other  he  would  obey.  There  were  at  that  time  in  the  port 
fourteen  large  galleons,  lying  clofe  in  with  the  city^  and  an- 
rigged.  The  admiral  was  for  attempting  to  burn  them,  but  the 
pilots  unanimoufly  declared,  that  any  fuch  defign  would  be 
found  impraflicable,  unlefs  we  were  firft  in  poffeffion  of  Bocca 
Chica  caftle,  and  the  other  forts;  and  even  in  that  cafe,  it 
was  very  doubtful  whether  fliips  of  fo  great  a  fize  as  theirs 
could  get  in  '• 

Then  it  was  taken  into  conftderation,  what  further  fcrvicc 
might  be  done,  and  the  refult  of  this  wa^,  a  refolution  to  re- 
turn to  Jamaica :  from  whence,  as  foon  as  the  trade  was  ready, 
the  rear  admiral  was  to  convoy  them  home,  and  commodore 
Ker  to  remain  behind,  in  order  to  take  upon  him  the  command 
of  the  force  left  in  the  Weft  Indies.  This  fcheme  was  imme- 
diately put  in  execution,  and,  upon  their  return,  Sir  William 
made  all  pofliblc  difpatch,  in  order  to  get  home  in  time;  and 
accordingly  leaving  the  ifland  the  latter  end  of  October,  he  ar« 
rived  at  Plymouth  on  the  twenty-third  of  December,  1705, 
with  the  Suffolk,  Briftol,  Rcferve,  and  Vulcan  fire-fhip,  and  i 

^  Burcher^'naya)  bift.  p.  700.     Lon<l.  Gar.  H^,  ^XTi. 
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fleet  of  merchant- men  under  his  convoy,  having  been  landed 
abroad,  and  performed  little,  though  no  man  in  the  fervice  had 
fhewn  a  greater  fpirit  of  a^ivity,  before  his  being  fent  oh  this 
Weft  India  expedition  ^. 

The  f^uadron  which  commodore  Ker  brought  into  the  Weft 
Indiesj  confided  of  fix  fliips  of  the  line,  three  frigates,  and  a 
fire-fliip.  tVith  this  force  he  ftretched  over  from  Jamaica  to 
the  coaft  of  Hifpanibla,  from  thence  to  the  main,  where  he 
bruized  till  the  fourth  of  September ;  arid  then  the  winds  pro- 
ving northerly,    he  returned  to  Hi(]pariiolaj   on  the  coaft  of 

which  illand  he  held  a  council  of  war,  in  order  to  determine 

'  .  ... 

whether  it  hiighl  hot  be  pra£licable  to  furprize  Port  Lewis. 
But  the  pilots  not  being  well  acquainted  with  the  entrance  into 
that  port,  it  was  refolved  to  proceed  direftly  to  Petit  Guavas , 
^nd  to  go  ^o  the  northward  of  the  ifland  of  Cuahaua,  in  order 
the  better  to  prevent  their  dedgn  from  being  difcovered.  On 
the  thirteenth  of  September  he  detached  captain  Boyce,  in  the 
Dunkirk-priize,  with  all  the  boats  in  the  fquadron  manned  and 
armed,  with  orders  to  range  along  the  bays  of  Leogane  and 
Petit  Guavasj  in  the  night,  with  all  imaginable  care  and  cau- 
tion^ and  fo  to  dif^fe  themfelves  as  that  they  might  dcftroy  the 
enemy's  (hips  in  either  of  tbofe  roads,  and  be  able  to  return  to 
the  f(}uadron  next  morning  on  a  fignal  given,  fiut  how  well 
foever  this  fcheme  might  be  laid,  it  mifcarried  through  the  ill 
condu^  of  fome  of  the  officers,  who  running  in  too  near  the 
Itiore,  alarihed  the  inhabitants  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  any  far- 
ther attempt  was  rehdcred  impra£ticable  *. 

Upon  this  difappointment,  commodore  Ker  returned  to  Ja- 
maica^ in  order  to  refit  his  veiTels,  and  to  repair  the  damage  he 
had  fuftained  in  this  fruitlefs  expedition.  But  while  he  was  thus 
Employed,  he  was  attacked  by  a  new  and  greater  evil,  occa- 
Ironed  by  a  mortality  which  prevailed  among  the  Teamen,  and 
that  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  in  a  manner  utterly  difabled  him  from 
^ny  further  fervice.  The  merchants,  however,  who  fuffered 
for  want  of  fhips  to  prote£l  them,  lofing  abundance  of  (loops, 
laden  with  (ilver,  upon  the  Spanifh  coafts,  began  to  complain 

y  London  Gazctre,  N®.  429?.     Mercurc  hlftorique  ct  politique,  tome  %\iu 
p  98.  '      «  Bnrchet^  naval  htft.  p.  700.     Lfdiard's  mvil  hiftory, 

vol.  il  p.  815. 
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loudly  of  the  commodore's  conduct ;  and  even  went  Co  hr, 
to  fend  borne  an  agent,  who  had  inftru£lions  to  lay  the  matter 
before  the  houfc  of  commons,  where,  after  a  ft^U  and  fair  cx« 
amination,  this  ofiicer's  behaviour  received  a  cenfure,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  he  was  laid  afide*  In  the  mean  time  tbe 
command  in  the  Weft  Indies  fell  into  the  hands  of  Sir  John 
Jenpings,  who  had  be^n,  as  we  before  obicrved,  detached  for 
that  purpofe,  vnth  a  canfiderable  fquadron  from  the  Strcigfats. 
But,  as  his  proceedings  belong  to  the  fu^ceeding  year,  we 
muft  refer  the  reader  to  that  part  of  our  hlflory,  for  aa  account 
of  them*.. 

We  mull,  before  w^  leave  America,  take  notice  of  a  difap- 
pointment  the  enemy  met  with  in  attacking  CaroHna.  The 
French  had  long  had  their  eyes  on  our  northern, colonies,  which 
were  then  in  a  very  flourifliing  condition  j  amongft  other  pro- 
je£^s  that  M.  Iberville  had  been  fumifhed  with,  one  was  the 
attacking,  and,  as  far  as  it  (houki  be  in  his  power,  deftroying 
tbe  province  of  Carolina.  When  therefore  he  had  fini(hed  his 
defigns  in  the  Leeward-iilands,  he  failed  with  a  fquadron  of  fix 
men  of  war,  and  feveral  tranfports  for  South  Carolina.  He 
made  a  defcent  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Charles-town,  with 
about  eight  hundred  and  fifty  foldiers  and  feamen,  and  fent  an 
officer  to  fummon  the  govetnpr  to  furrender  the  city  and  colony 
to  the  Frepch  king,  telling  htm  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  would 
allow  him  but  an  hour  to  conGder  o(  it.  Sir  Henry  Johnfon 
told  him,  that  was  much  too  long  a  fpace,  for  that  he  did  not 
want  half  a  minute  to  rcfolve  on  doing  his  dnty  j  and  that  there- 
fore  he  was  at  liberty  to  return>  and  tell  thofe  that  fent  him, 
that  the  Englifhwere  not  to  be  frightened  with  words,  for  they 
flioidd  foon  find  that  they  were  able  to  return  blows. 

Upon  this  fpirited  anfwer  followed  an  attack,  in  which  tbe 
French  met  with  fo  vigorous  a  refinance,  that  they  were  glad 
to  retreat  with  the  lofs  of  three  hundred  killed,  drolvned  or 
taken ;  and  among  the  latter  ten  officers,  viz^  their  chief  com- 

•  I  cboQgbt  it  more  expedient  to  take  notice  of  thii  matter  here,  than  pofl- 

/fooe  it  abfolutely,  till  we  come  to  fpesk  of  the  proceeding!  of  parliaBient,  in 

the  year  1707,  vhrre  we  (hall  howcTer  be  obliged  10  rcfume  it,  and  where  the 

rcaJer  vili  have  a  more  particular  account  of  what  (be  ofT.nces  %»ere,  with 

which  d»U  gcndemaD  was  charged* 

mander 
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tn^ndcr  at  land^  his  lieutenant,  three  captains  of  fhips,  four 
tieutenants,  and  a  mafter,  ivho  together  offered  ten  thoufand 
|>ieces  of  eight  for  their  ranfoms.  Utie  of  the  French  (hips  ha- 
ving ventured  to  make  a  defcent  at  the  diftance  of  fix  miles  from 
Charles-town,  the  governor  ient  a  detachment  of  militia  to  th^ 
affiftahce  of  the  planters,  whb  were  fo  iucky  as  to  make  them- 
felves  mafters  of  the  fliip,  with  all  its  crew,  which  conQfted  of 
about  ohe  hundred  ^nd  forty  men<>. 

The  French  had  alfo  fome  dcflgns  upon  New  York,  of  which 
we  had  fo  early  intieUigence  in  England,  that  lord  Cornbury, 
Heldeft  ion  to  the  earl  of  Clarendon,  was  fent  over  to  take  upon 
hikh  the  government ;  and  he  finding  ail  things  in  great  confoGoni 
and  the  few  fortrefies  in  that  country  running  to  ruin,  firft  ob- 
tained from  the  aflembly  a  oonfidcrable  fupply  for  that  fervlcey 
and  then  ordered  a  general  embargo  to  be  laid,  tehich  enabled 
him  to  employ  fifteen  hundred  men,  in  v^orking  on  their  forti- 
fications ;  fo  that  they  were,  in  a  very  (hort  time,  put  into  i, 
good  pofture  of  defence,  and  all  the  views  of  the  enemy  dif- 
appointed  on  that  fide.     We  had  not,  however,  as  great  fucr 
cefs  in  bringibg  home  the  Virginia  fleet,  part  of  which  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  fVench  privateers,  and  the  reft  were  feparated 
by  a  ftorm,  whith  occafioned  great  apprehenfions  and  uneafi- 
nefies  about  them  >  but  moft  of  them,  notwithftanding,  arrived 
at  laft  fafe  in  the  weftern  ports.    The  merchants,  however, 
raifed  loud  complaints  againijb  the  admiralty,  who  had  now,  in 
a  great  meafure,  loft  their  inrereft  in  the  houfe  of  commons  | 
fo  that  whatever  charges  were  brought  againft  them,  had  all 
the  encouragement  that  could  be  expefled,  and  the  merchants 
were  left  at  full  liberty  to  produce  their  witneiles,  and  to  make 
out  all  that  they  could ;  which,  though  it  afforded  no  remedy 
to  thefe  mifchiefs,  yet  it  took  the  Weight  off  the  miniftry,  am} 
'  gave  the  nation  general  fatisfa£tion,  as  all  inquiries,  ftri£lly  an4 
impartially  profecuted,  ever  muftS 


t>  See  the  complete  hiOory  of  Enrope,  for  the  year  lyotf,  p.  148.  and  the  Mef- 
core  hid.  1707,  vol.  i.  p.  99.  Father  Daniel  takei  not  the  letft  notice  of  the 
matter,  and  indeed  few  or  none  of  the  French  hiftorians  have  courage  enough  to 
report  fairly  their  defeat!. 

^  Burnet,  OldnaiKon,  Briiilh  empire  in  America,  vol.  ti,  p.  ^45, 
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We  are  now,  according  to  the  inetbo4  hitherto  puriiaed  io 
this  work,  to  give  the  reader  an  account  of  the  meafures  taken 
for  the  fupplying  the  fervice  of  the  ruoceeding  year ;  and  this 
the  fuccefs  attending  the  war,  both  by  fe^  and  land,  enables  us 
to  do  in  a  very  fhort  fpace.  The  queen  opened  the  fei^ons  on 
the  third  of  December,  iye^f  with  a  moft  gracious  ipeech, 
wherein  (he  took  notice  of  what  bad  been  already  A9^^>  ^^  <4 
the  reafons  which  obliged  her  to  defire,  that  as  great  difpatch 
as  poffible  might  be  given  to  the  fuppli^i  and  how  moch 
weight  her  majefty's  recommendation  had,  will  appear  from 
hence,  that  though  they  amounted  to  no  lefs  than  $ve  millions 
eight  hundred  ninety-three  tho^fand  three  hundred  eighty-one 
pounds  fifteen  (hillings  and  three-pence  three  farthings,  yet  they 
were  voted  in  lefs  than  a  week^  fo  that  the  queen  came  on  the 
twenty-firO;  to  the  houfe  of  peefs,  an4  hayii^g  fent  for  the  com* 
xnons,  the  (peaker  presented  the  bills,  and  in  his  fpeech  on  that 
occafion,  took  notice,  <'  That  as  the  glorious  yidtpry  obtained 
<(  by  the  duke  of  Marlborougbj  at  Ramillies,  was  fo  furprizing, 
*^  that  the  battle  was  fought  before  it  could  be  thought  the 
^*  armies  were  in  the  field,  fo  it  was  no  lefs  furprizing,  tha( 
**  the  commons  had  granted  fupplies  to  her  raa3e(ly  before 
*<  the  enemy  could  well  know  that  her  parhai^ent  was  fit* 
•*  ting*»."  •..       .    .    '   ^      .  :     : 

.  This  care  of  the  public  thus  (hewn,  the  houfe  went  into  th^ 
confideration  of  the  feveral  expeditions  executed  within  the  com- 
pafs  of  the  preceding  year ;  and  after  a  long  debate,  on  th^ 
twcnty-fevcnth  of  January,  in  relation  to  the  method  of  carry- 
ing on  the  war  in  Spain,  it  was  carried  on  the  que(lion,  by  a 
majority  of  two  hundred  and  fifty,  againft  one  hundred  and 
fifty,  that  the  feveral  fums  of  money  for  the  extraordinary  fcr- 
viccs  for  the  year  1706,  which  had  been  agreed  to  by  this 
houfe,  had  been  advanced  and  expended  for  the  prefcrvation  of" 
our  firm  ally  the  duke  of  Savoy,  for  prompting  the  intercfi:  oJF 
king  Char]es  III.  in  Spain,  againfl  the  common  enemy,  and  for 
tlie  fafety  and  honour  of  the  nation*.  Not  long  after,  the  houfe 
piocecdcd  to  take  into  confideration  the  report  from!  the  com- 


d  See  Chandler's  debates,  vol.  iv.  p.  47.  ^  Bornet*i  hift.  of  his  owa 

'.imes,  vol.  ii.  p.  ^.€9,    Annali  ofqaeen  Anne,  toI.  v.  p.  435. 
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pitteCj  to  whom  the  petition  of  feveral  proprietors  of  plantat 
lions  in  the  iflands  of  Nevis  and  St.  Chriftopber's  in  America^ 
and  other  merchants  trading  to  the  fame,  on  behalf  of  them- 
felves  and  the  other  inhabitants  and  traders  to  the  faid  iflands, 
was  referred)  and  the  faipe  being  read,  it  was  refolvedt  <<  That 
f<  ^n  humble  addreis  be  prefented  to  her  majefty,  that  flie  will 
**  be  pleaied  to  appoint  fuch  perfons,  as  her  majefty  (hall  think 
^<  fit,  to  inquire  into  the  true  (late  of  the  lofles  of  the  people  of 
«<  the  iflands  of  Ijfevis  and  St.  Chriftopher's,  in  order  to  lay 
^<  the  fame  before  this  houfe  the  next  feflion  of  parliament,  to 
V  apply  what  may  be  convenient  for  the  better  fecuring  thofe 
f*  iflands,  and  fupplying  tbeqi  with  necefTarics  in  order  to  a  re- 
<*  fettlement."  The  faid  addrefs  being  prefented  accordingly, 
her  majefly  was  pleafed  to  aufwer^  **  That  flie  was  very  well 
*'  pleafed  to  find  the  houfe  of  commons  had  fo  compaflionate 
**  a  fenfe  of  the  lofles  of  her  fubje^s  in  Nevis  and  St.  Chriflo- 
^<  pher's;  as  alfo  with  the  concern  they  fliewed  upon  this  occa- 
M  fion  for  the  plantations,  which  were  fo  juftly  intitled  to  their 
**  care,  by  the  large  returps  they  made  to  the  public  ;  and  her 
<<  majefly  would  give  the  neceflary  orders  for  what  the  houfe 
**  had  defired  in  that  matter.''  Accordingly  her  majefly  was 
afterwards  pleafed  to  appoint  two  gentlemen,  of  known  ability 
and  integrity,  to  go  to  the  faid  iflands,  to  procure  an  exaA 
fiate  of  the  lofles  of  her  fubjefb  there,  in  order  to  their  be- 
ing put  on  fuch  a  footing,  as  might  be  beft  for  the  particular 
benefit  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  general  good  of  thefe  king* 
domsf. 

The  houfe  having  had  notice  of  the  great  declenfion  of  our 
intereft  in,  and  of  our  lucrative  trade  to  Newfoundland ;  the 
ftlarqujs  of  Caermarthen  having  likewife  acquainted  them,  that 
pertain  pirates  had  made  a  great  and  dangerous  fettlement  at 
Madagafcar,  where  they  threatened  to  eredt  a  kind  of  thieviflx 
republic,  little  inferior  tP  thofe  on  the  coaft  of  Barbary ;  and 
having  offered  to  go  himfelf  with  a  fmall  fquadron,  to  put  an 
end  to  this  mifchief  while  there  was  a  probability  of  doing  it, 
the  houfe  appointed  a  committee  to  take  thefe  matters  into  their 

f  The  cowfleu  hUloiy  of  £«ropc  lor  1707,  p.  ti8.    Cbaodler's  debates,  vol. 
,    ■      -  ■     .     ■  »         .    .  •. 
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ronfidcration ;  who,  after  faavtng  thoroughly  eraznined  tfaaBy 
came  to  the  following  rcfohitions*: 

**  I.  That  a  great  number  of  pirates  have  fcttted  themfetves  in 
*<  the  ifland  of  Madagafcar,  firoiii  whence  they  have  committed 
«*  many  great  piracies,  robberies,  and  tl'epkvdatmns,  vtry  min- 
«<  ous  to  trade>  and  tvhereby  the  lives  of  maHy  of  her  niajtfty*s 
*«  good  fUbjeQs  have  been  tJeftroyed. 

«  11.  That  an  humble  addrefe  bte  prefcnted  to  her  tn^jefty, 
<<  that  fhe  would  be  graciouby  pleafed  to  take  imo  her  royal 
**  confideration,  how  the  faid  pirates  may  be  fuppt'efled,  and 
*<  their  further  piracies,  robberies,  and  depredations,  may  be 
*<  cffeftually  prevented/'  Which  refolutions  tircre  on  the  8th 
of  April  agreed  to  by  the  houfc.  The  fame  day  it  was  refblved, 
«  That  an  humble  addrcfs  be  prefcnted  to  her  majefty,  that  flit 
<«  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  ufc  her  royal  endeavours  to  rc- 
w  cover  and  prefcrve  the  ancient  pofleffions,  trade,  and  fi&ery, 
««  in  Newfoundland." 

Her  majefty  received  thcfc  addrefles  very  gracioufly,  and 
Ipromifed  that  proper  care  (hould  be  taken  with  refpeft  to  the 
matters  contained  in  them :  and  thus  etided  the  proceedings  of 
this  feilion  of  parliament,  with  which  I  fliall  conclude  the  ercnts 
of  this  winter. 

We  have  now  run  thfough  the  navd  tranfafiions  of  about 
eighteen  years^  in  which  /hort  fpace  there  happened  fo  many 
things  worthy  of  remark,  and  our  maritime  power  xncreafed  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  it  is  with  ho  fmall  difficulty  that  I  have  been 
able  to  bring  them  into  this  compafs.  But  a  bare  relation  of 
events  will  very  little  benefit  ordinary  readers,  if  they  arc  not 
attended  with  fome  fetv  reflections,  in  order  to  point  out  the  ad- 
vantages and  difadvantages  which  befel  fociety  in  confequence  of 
thefe  tranfaftions.  The  two  wars  in  which  we  were  engaged, 
in  conjundion  with  the  Dutch,  as  they  demonftrated  on  the  one 
hand  our  mighty  power  at  fea,  fo  on  the  other  they  put  us  to  a 
prodigious  expcnce.  The  hoUfe  of  commons,  in  the  year  1702, 
in  a  rcprefentation  to  the  queen,  fay  exprefsly,  that  from  No- 
vember 1688,  to  March  the  eighth,  1701,  there  had  bctn  raifed 

I  0!cImi«oii'8  Mrtort  of  jhf  Stiwrtf,  vol:  ii.  p.  387.      Annals  of  qacen  Anne, 
Vol.  V.  p.  43%. 
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for  the  fervice  of  the  war,  forty  fi?e  millions  five  lmi)dred  fixty- 
eight  thoufand  feven  hundred  twenty- five  pounds  nineteen  fhil- 
liDgs  and  two-pence  half-penny;  an  immenfe  fum  indeed  I  As  to 
the  expences  of  queen  Anne's  war,  we  (hall  take  notice  of  them 
-when  we  come  to  the  conclufion  of^it :  at  prefent  let  us  obferve, 
that  ope  national  end,  with  refpeA  to  England,  was,  in  this  lalb 
-war  particularly,  in  a  great  meafure  anfwered,  I  mean  the  de- 
ilni^Uon  of  the  French  power  at  fea ;  for  after  the  battle  of 
Malaga,  we  hear  no  more  of  their  great  fleets ;  and  though  by 
this  the  number  of  their  privateers  was  very  much  ijicreafcd, 
yet  the  lofies  of  our  merchants  were  far  lefs  in  the  latter  than 
in  the  former  reign,  wlvch  I  think  was  chiefly  owing  to  a  feriesi 
of  inquiries  conftantly  carried  on  either  in  one  houfe  of  parlia- 
^Qcut  or  the  other. 

The  fuccefs  of  pur  arms  at  fea,  and  the  ixeceflity  of  prote£ting 
our  trade,  joined  to  the  popularity  of  every  ftcp  taken  towards^ 
the  increaling  our  maritime  pawer,  occafloned  fuch  meafures 
to  he  purfued  in  order  thereto,  as  annually  added  to  its  force. 
The  great  ftorm  in  1703,  the  misfortunes  that  fo  many  fqua-- 
drons  met  with  in  the  Weft  Indies,  our  ill  luck  in  regard  to  the 
Dunkirk  privateers,  and,  in  fliort,  every  other  untoward  acci- 
dent which  fell  out  within  this  period  of  time,  though  it  bore 
iiard  u,poa  private  perfons,  and  was  injurious  to  our  trade  in  ge- 
neral, yet  it  was  in  the  main  beneficial  to  our  marine,  inafmuch 
as  it  gave  a  handle  for  augmenting  it,  as  every  thing  tending 
thereto  was  well  received.  Hence  arofe  that  mighty  difference 
which,  at  the  clofe  of  the  year  i7o($,  appeared  in  the  royal  na- 
vy; which  not  only  in  the  number,  but  in  the  quality  of  the 
fliips  of  which  it  was  compofed,  was  greatly  fuperior  to  what  it 
had  been  from  the  time  of  the  revolution,  or  even  before  it. 

The  economy  and  difcipline  of  our  marine  was  alfo  much 
mended,  and  thofe  jealouGes  in  a  great  meafure  worn  our, 
which  had  been  very  prejudicial  to  men  of  the  greatefl  merit, 
during  tl^e  preceding  reign,  as  they  certainly  were  in  the  latter 
part  of  this,  when  they  were  mod  unfortunately  revived.  The 
^  great  encouragement  given  to  the  failors,  by  taking  the  utmofl: 
care  of  the  iick  and  wounded,  exaft  and  fpeedy  paying  of  prize- 
money,  and  the  many  extraordinary  orders  that  from  time  to 
time  were  iflued  in  their  favour,  and  are  flill  to  be  met  with  in 
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our  Gazettes,  from  whence  fome  of  them  have  been  cited  in 
this  work,  gave  a  mighty  fpirit  to  our  failors,  and  in  a  manner 
extinguifhed  that  prejudice  which  has  flnce  revived  againft  going 
to  Tea  in  a  man  of  war.  Thfisi  in  this  refpefb^  whatevei'  we 
might  do  in  others,  the  nation  certainly  throve  by  the  war,  that 
is  to  fay,  we  grew  conftantly  ftronger,  bur  fleets  more  name* 
rous  and  better  manned ;  fo  that  at  the  time  I  conclude  this 
chapter,  we  were  mtich  more  capable  of  ailerting  our  claim  Co 
the  dominion  of  the  fea,  than  at  the  time  the  war  begaii. 

If  any  of  my  readers  ihould  entertain  a  doubt,  either  as  to 
the  truth  of  the  fa^ts  here  laid  down^  or  the  validity  of  the 
judgment  1  have  delivered  upon  them,  I  think  I  need  only  turn 
him  over,  for  fatisfaftion,  to  fdreigti  authors ;  for  certainly,  if 
they  concur  in  fentiment  with  me  on  this  bead,  there  ought  to 
be  no  difpute  about  it.  But  if  we  dip  into  any  of  the  Frendi 
political  writers,  we  fhall  not  fail  to  find  them  deploring  the  vi- 
fible  decay  of  their  maritime  power,  from  th^  time  of  the  battle 
of  Malaga,  and  conftantly  blaming  the  adminiftratton  for  not 
bending  their  thoughts  to  the  recovery  of  it  fo  much  as  they 
ought  to  hav«  done  ;  which  they,  generally  fpeaking,  afcribe  to 
the  vaft  expence  of  the  war  by  land,  which  woiild  not,  by 
any  means,  admit  the  diverting  fuqh  fupplies  as  were  ncccflary 
for  the  fervice  of  the  fea.  From  thefe  complaints,  which  are 
certainly  well  founded,  it  is  manifeft  that,  on  the  one  hand, 
their  maritime  power  declined,  whilft  ours  increafed;  and,  on 
the  other,  that  this  declenfion  grew  To  faift  upon  them,  that 
their  ableft  minifters  thought  it  in  vain  to  ftruggle;  and  there^ 
fore  gave  up  all  further  concern  for  their  reputation  in  thb  re<^ 
fpeft,  in  a  fit  of  defpair^  out  of  which  nothing  but  our  inacti- 
vity or  negligence  would  recover  them. 

To  this  I  may  add,  that  as  the  Spanifli  naval  power  had  been 
long  decaying,  fo  by  this  war  it  was  totally  deftroyed :  they 
had  indeed  a  few  gallics  in  the  battle  of  Malaga,  and  it  may 
be  half  a  do2cn  men  of  war  in  the  Weft  Indies ;  but,  upon  the 
whole,  they  had  fuch  occafion  for  (hips  of  force,  and  had  fo 
few  of  them,  that  the  afliftance  given  them  by  the  French, 
contributed  not  a  little  to  the  declenCoh  of  their  marine,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  deftruftion  of  their  then  of  war  at  Vigo,  which 
was  a  lofs  they  were  never  able  to  repair ;  and  though  it  be 
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▼cry  tnle,  that  wbilft  Spain  was  governed  by  a  .prince  of  the 
houfe  of  Aufirriay  and  lived  in  amity  with  us,  we  were  rather 
bound  to  encourage  and  proteft,  than  any  way  to  leflen  or  de- 
prefd  the  Spaniih  power  at  fea ;  yet  by  the  paffing  of  this  crown 
into  the  houfe  of  Bourbohy  our  intereft^  in  this  refpefl^  was 
entirely  changed,  and  the  leflening  their  maritime  ftrength  vr?s 
a  comparative  augmentation  of  our  own ;  and  this  I  take  to  be 
the  principal  reafon,  that  thrdiigh  the  courfe  of  the  war;  France 
complained  fo  miich  of  the  burden  of  Spain.  For  thpugh  by 
the  returns  of  her  plate-fleets^  and  letting  the  French  for  a  time 
ifaare  in  the  trade  of  the  South-Seas,  (he  might  repair  ih^t  lofs 
of  treafure^  which  the  maintaining  fo  many  armies  for  heir  fer* 
-vice  might  occafion,  yet  the  lofs  of  that  maritime  power,  which 
was  now  to  prote£):  both  dates,  was  a  lofs  that  never  could  be 
irepaired^  as  reafon  informed  all  wife  people  then^  knd  as  we 
have  beeti  taught  by  eitperieiice  fince. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  faid^  that  as  the  Dutch  Were  concerned 
in  this  war  as  well  as  we;  as  they  fhared  jointly  in  the  dangers 
and  expences  of  it;  fo  they  muft  have  been  equally  gainers  in 
refpe£l  to  their  trade  and  maritime  power.  But  as  to  this  it  is 
moft  evident,  that  the  French,  according  to  the  information 
they  received  from  the  m6ft  intelligent  Dutchmen,  take  the 
thing  to  be  quite  otherwife,  and  argue  on  it  to  the  Dutch  them- 
felves,  as  if  it  was  a  faA  out  of  difpute;  from  whence  they 
take  occafion  to  alledge,  that  while  the  Englifh  made  a  pretence 
of  ruining  the  maritime  power  of  France,  they  in  reality  aimed 
at  doing  as  much  for  the  Dutch,  in  order  to  fecure  univerfal 
trade^  and  the  fupreine  power  of  the  fea,  to  themfelves»  Ho;^ 
far  the  fortune  of  war  might  put  this  in  our  power^  I  will  not 
fay,  but  this  I  will  venture  to  aflert,  and  hope  it  will  be  readily 
credited^  that  fuch  Si  thing  was  never  in  our  intiention.  The 
fupplanting  allies  is  a  ftrain  of  policy  common  to  the  French^ 
but,  without  j>artiality  I  may  fay^  unknown  to  Britons.  We 
have  fought  for  our  allies,  and  conquered  for  our  allies ;  nay, 
we  have  fometimes  paid  our  allies  for  fighting  in  their  own 
caufe,  and  for  their  own  profit  j  but  to  outwit  our  allies,  cfpe- 
cially  our  favourite  allies  the  Dutch,  was,  I  dare  fay,  never  in 
our  will,  or  in  our  power. 

Vol.  hi.  R  This 
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This  indeed  I  muft  owd»  that  in  the  conduct  oF  this  laft 
efpeciallj  to  the  year  17061  we  had  as  much  the  lead  in  coan- 
cils  as  erer  the  Dutch  had  in  the  former  war  v  £ot  this  we  paid 
largely,  and|  I  think,  we  had  a  right  to  it,  if  we  got  any  thiol 
by  it.  I  muft  alfo  ingenioufly  confeds,  that  the  economy  of  the 
Dutch  greatly  hurt  their  reputation  and  their  trade.  Their  men 
of  war  in  the  Mediterranean  were  always  vi£hialled  fhort^  and 
their  eonvoys  were  fo  weak  and  ill^provided,  that  for  one  (bip 
we  loft,  they  loft  five,  which  begat  a  general  notion,  that  we 
were*  the  fafer  carriers,  which  certainly  had  a  good  eScA :  fo 
that,  taking  all  things  together,  I  doubt  whether  the  credit  of 
the  Englifli  nation  abroad,  or  the  fpirits  of  the  people  at  home, 
were  ever  higher  than  at  this  period  of  time« 

Hence  it  was  that  our  trade  rather  increafed  than  diminifhed 
in  this  laft  war,  and  that  we  gained  fo  fignally  by  our  ftrid  in« 
tercourfe  with  Portugal ;  concerning  which  I  will  take  the  li- 
berty of  running  over  a  few  fa£te  that  are  not  commonly  at-> 
tended  to.  When  the  war  firft  broke  out,  Portugal  was  sillied 
to  the  two  crowns  j  and  with  great  difficulty  it  was  that  we 
detached  that  monarch  from  their  intereft:  but  the  means  by 
which  we  detached  him,  ought  not  to  remain  a  fecret.  In  the 
treaty  he  concluded  with  Lewis  XIV.  and  his  grandfon,  he  had 
iHpulated  that  he  fliould  be  prote£ted  by  an  annual  fleet  horn 
France ;  but  when  he  found  that  this  could  not  be  complied 
with,  and  that  if  he  performed  his  part  of  the  agreement,  his 
coaft  would  be  left  open  to  the  infults  of  the  maritime  powers, 
he  faw  the  necefltty  of  changing  his  party,  which  induced  him 
to  make  a  treaty  with  us  in  1 703 ;  and  when  the  French  mini« 
fter,  M.  de  Chateauneuf,  reproached  him  for  thus  changing 
fides,  Don  Pedro  replied,  with  great  fpirit,  *<  If  your  mafter 
^  had  fent  thirty  (hips  of  the  line  to  cruize  between  Liftx)n  and 
^<  Setubal,  I  had  never  quitted  his  alliance )  and  therefore  I 
**  would  have  you  let  him  know,  that  he  ought  to  blame  him- 
•*  felf,  not  me,  for  the  confequences/' 

By  the  treaty  of  commerce  concluded  with  the  fame  crown 
by  Mr.  Mcthuen,  we  were  prodigious  gainers ;  and  I  will  even 
venture  to  fay,  that  this  lingle  alliance  was  worth  more  to  us, 
than  all  the  ncgociations  in  the  former  reign.  The  Portuguefc 
began  to  feel  the  comfortable  effects  of  the  mines  they  had  dlf- 
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<»vered  in  Brazil^  and  the  prodigious  commerce  that  followed 
chereupon  with  us,  made  their  good  fortune  in  this  refpeft,  ia 
3  great  meafure  ours  alfo }  and  fo  it  has  been  ever  fiace,  other- 
-^wifc  I  know  not  how  the  expences  of  the  war  could  have  been 
'borne:  for,  as  Dr.  Davenant  juftly  computed,  the  running  caH^ 
of  this  kingdom,  at  the  time  the  revolution  happened,  could  not 
1>e  above  eighteen  millions;  at  the  acceifion  of  the  queen  we  had, 
sot  {6  much  s  but  at  the  time  of  concluding  the  union  it  wa$ 
increafed  again  very  confideraUjr,  which  muft  be  attributed  ii^ 
a  great  meafure  to  our  Portugal  trade;  and  this,  as  I  hav^ 
made  it  manifeft,  we  owed  entirely  to  our  fuperior  power  al; 
iea. 

As  to  our  trade  with  the  Spanifli  Weft  Indies,  by  the  canal 
of  Cadiz,  it  was  certainly  very  much  interrupted  by  the  war  a( 
the  beginning ;  but  afterwards  it  was  in  a  good  meafure  rcftp« 
red,  as  weD  by  our  dire£t  correfpondence  with  Spain,  after  thQ 
reduction  of  feveral  provinces  under  the  power  of  K.  Charles  III, 
as  through  Portugal,  by  which  a  very  great^  though  con^ 
traband  trade,  was  carried  on.  We  were  at  the  fame  time  very 
great  gajners  by  our  commerce  with  the  Spaniards  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  as  I  am  fatisiied  from  feveral  French  authors,  who  com^; 
plain  that  their  colonies  fufFered  much  lefs  from  our  naval  forcq 
than  they  did  from  the  lofs  of  this  trade  i  which  is  f^rongly 
confirmed  by  the  complaints  of  the  Jamaica  merchants  againi^ 
commodore  Ker,  who  was  very  negligent  in  prote£ting  their 
iloop  trade,  by  which  they  were  gr«at  fuflFcrers.  The  reafon 
they  aflign  atfo  for  his  negligence,  is  yet  a  ftronger  proof ;  for 
they  alledge,  that  he  would  not  grant  them  convoys;^  without 
iharing  in  their  profits ;  and  if  thefe  had  not  been  very  conG-^ 
derable,  they  could  never  have  tempted  an  officer  of  his  ran^ 
to  run  fuch  a  riik.  The  fame  thing  may  be  faid  of  the  com* 
plaints  of  the  other  colonies,  which,  however  juft  in  tbemfelves^ 
yet  if  they,  as  evident  it  is  they  did,  grew  richer,  more  popu-* 
Hous,  and  carried  their  trade  farther  than  in  former  t^mes,  then 
it  is  furely  as  evident,  that  the  nation  in  general  gained  confi- 
derably  in  this  branch ;  to  which  I  may  add,  that  the  a£t  for 
giving  a  bounty  upon  hemp  imported  from  our  plantations,  and 
ptber  law8|  were  fufficicnt  inftancea  of  ^e  inclination  of  th^ 
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minrftry  to  promote  commerce  and  navigsition  as  £u-  as  lay  uk 
their  power. 

There  is  another  remark  that  naturally  ariics  upon  this  fab- 
je^,  and  that  is,  the  mighty  fpirit  which  appeared  amongft  our 
inerchantSi  and  enabled  them  to  carry  on  all  their  fcbemes  with 
fbch  vigour,  as  kept  a  coniflant  circvlation  of  money  through 
the  kingdom,^  and  afforded  fuch  mighty  encouragement  to  all 
manufaAures,  as  have  rendered  the  remiembrance  of  thoie  times 
grateful  in  worfe.  Our  fuccefTes  abroad,  our  victories  by  land 
and  fea,  the  refped  paid  to  us  by  all  the  fiates  of  Europe,  ierveJ 
to  heighten  and  fuftain  this  fpirit,  which  is  at  once  the  fburcc 
and  foul  of  profperity ;  and  a  nation  grows  low  and  lifelefs,  as 
/oon  as  It  is  taken  away. 

There  were  indeed  fome  accidental  advantages  which  attend- 
ed  (he  latter  part  efpecially  of  this  period,  that  have  not  been 
always  vifiblc  in  preceding  or  fucceeding  times.  Amongft  thefc 
I  reckon,  in  the  firft  place,  an  unfeigned  loyalty ;  for  it  was 
the  felicity  of  this  priricefe,  that  her  perfon  was  dear  to  all  her 
fubjefts,  riAYf  even  to  thole  who  queftioned  her  title;  and  this 
produced  another  advantage,  which  was  a  kind  of  coalition  ot 
parties,  of  which  I  rather  chufe  to  fay  fomething  at  the  end  of 
this  chapter,  becaufe,  after  the  union,  parties  broke  loofe  again, 
and  threw  us,  as  they  will  always  do,  into  the  utmoft  confufion. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  war,  the  Tories  were  as  heartily  for  it 
as  the  Whigs ;  and  if  they  grew  weary  of  it  by  degrees,  it  muft 
be  acknowledged,  that  they  might  be  tempted  thbr^to  in  feme 
ferpc<5ls  by  the  ill  nfage  they  met  with. 

While  the  duke  of  Marlborough  was  efteemed  a  Tory,  his 
fervices  were  often  extenuated  j  and  thoygh  the  parliament  gave 
him  thanks,  there  was  a  party  that  denied  him  merit.  When 
he  and  the  trcafurer  went  over  to  the  Whigs,  the  fcale  turned 
fo  ftrongly  in  their  favour,  that  none  could  be  employed  who 
were  not  of  this  denomination;  and  thus  Sir  George  Rooke 
was  laid  afide,  immediately  after  he  had  gained  a  viftory,  ho- 
nourable in  every  refpeft,  but  moft  honourable  in  this,  that  it 
was  wholly  owing  to  the  prudence  and  conduct  of  the  admiral, 
jkfore  the  Whigs  gained  this  afcendency,  and  both  parties  wer^ 
imbarked  in  the  caufe  of  their  country,  their  unanimity  pro- 
iluced  thofc  fupplies,  which  enabled  our  armies  and  fleets  to  aft 
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as  they  did;  and  taught  the  moft  haughty  and  faUhlefs  of  all 
powcrSy  that  bounds  might  be  fet  to  its  force,  though  not  to 
its  ambition*  The  laft  advantage  of  which  I  (hall  fpeak,  was 
the  public  fpirit  of  parliaments  iq  the  queen^s  reign.  If  they 
gave  in  one  feffions,  they  inquired  in  the  ne^t ;  and  it  U  impof- 
fible  to  mention  any  remarkable  expedition  within  the  firft  fix 
years,  which  was  not  examined  and  cleared  up  by  fuch  inqui- 
^ics ;  {q  that  the  people  faw  and  knew  what  they  were  doingi^ 
yrhlch  encouraged  them  to  pay  chearfully,  at  the  fame  time  that^ 
it  put  then^  upon  endeavouring  to  acquire  by  their  induftry  what 
faight  maintain  them  happily,  potwith(landing  thefe  large,  but 
neGe0ary  expences. 

It  is  certainly  matter  of  great  fatisfafiion  to  me,  and  muft  be 
fo  to  every  man  who  wiQies  well  to  his  country,  that  after  run- 
liing  through  a  feries  of  fuch  events,  fetting  out  at  ^rft  with 
the  iight  of  fo  great  a  naval  power  as  the  French  king  had  af- 
lembled,  while  we  ftruggled  under  many  difficulties  \  ^nd  when 
^e  got  o^t  of  tb4(  troublefpme  war,  found  ourfclves  loaded 
iirith  a  debt  too  heavy  to  be  ihaken  off  in  a  fhort  interval  of 
peace ;  it  qiuft,  I  fay,  be  a  gi'cat  fatisfadion  to  be  able,  at  the 
plofe  of  this  chapter,  to  affert,  th^t  we  had  overcome  all  thefe 
difficulties;  apid,  inftead  of  feeing  the  navy  of  France  riding  on 
pur  coafts,  fent  eyery  year  a  powerful  Beet  to  infult  theirs,  fupe- 
rior  to  them,  not  pnly  in  the  ocean,  but  in  the  Mediterranean, 
forcing  them,  ?s  it  were^  intirely  out  of  the  fea;  and  this,  not 
by  the  thunder  of  pur  cannon,  but  by  the  diftant  profpe£t  of' 
our  flag  ;  as,  at  thq  raifing  the  fiege  of  Barcelona,  when  the  foa 
of  the  French  king,  the  famous  count  Thouloufe,  high-admiral 
pf  France,  fled  from  ^ir,  Johx^  Leake,  and  took  flielter  in  the 
harbou]:  of  Toulpp* 

By  this,  we  not  only  fecured  our  trade  in  the  Levant,  and 
Arengthened  our  intereft  with  all  the  Italian  princes,  but  (truck 
the  ftates  of  Barbary  with  terror,  and  even  awed  the  Grand 
Signior  himfelf  fo  far,  as  to  prevent  his  liftening  to  any  propo* 
fitions  from  France.  Such  were  the  ^uits  of  the  increafe  of 
our  naval  power,  and  of  the  manner  in  which  it  was  employed ; 
^nd  though  fome,  througli  tnifconception  of  the  advantages 
flowing  JFrom  this  difpofition  in  thofe  princes  and  dates ;  and 
fome  again,  from  a  perverfe  humour,  perhaps,  of  objecting 
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agamft  -whatever  carried  us  iato  a  great  expence/  inveighed 
againft  (ending  fueh  mighljr  fleets  into  thofe  Teas ;  yet  ooching 
can  be  plainer,  than  that  while  we  continued  this  war,  focfa 
fleets  were  neceiTary ;  that  they  at  ance  protefbcd  our  allies,  and 
attached  them  to  our  intereft  \  and,  which  is  of  greater  iropor* 
tance  than  all  the  reft,  that  they  eftablifhed  our  reputation  for 
inaritime  force  fo  effedbially,  that  we  feel  even  at  this  day  the 
happy  effeAs  of  that  fame  which  we  then  acquired.  Of  what 
confcquence,  therefore,  could  the  expences  of  tbefe  fleets, 
however  large,  be  to  a  nation  like  this  ?  efpecially  if  we  confi- 
der,  that  the  greateft  part  of  it  only  fhifted  hands ;  fince  it  is 
the  peculiar  property  of  naval  expences,  that,  though  they  rife 
ever  fo  high,  they  can  hardly  ever  impoverifb,  becaufe  they  are 
raifed  on  one  part  of  the  fociety,  and  laid  out  with  the  other, 
and,  by  a  natural  circulation,  muft  certainly  very  foon  return 
into  the  iirfl  hands. 

It  is  a  further  fatisfa£tion,  that  we  can  fafely  fay  our  trade 
flourifhed  through  the  courfe  of  the  war,  and  our  merchants 
V7ere  fo  loyal  to  the  queen,  and  fo  well  affefted  to  her  govern* 
ment,  that  upon  every  occaiion  they  were  ready  to  credit  the 
adminiftration  with  the  beft  part  of  that  immeiife  wealth  that 
had  been  raifed  under  their  proteAion.  Thefe  were  glorious 
times  indeed,  if  riches,  viAory,  and  honour,  can  render  a  na* 
tion  glorious  j  and  for  all  thefe  mighty  advantages,  we  ftood  in-* 
debted  to  the  maternal  aSeftion  of  the  queen  ;  the  wifdom  and 
probity  of  her  miniftcrs ;  the  heroic  courage  and  generous  pub* 
lic-fpirit  of  the  officers  (he  employed  by  land  and  fea ;  and, 
above  all,  to  the  (incere  union  of  parties  amongft  us,  the  con-' 
tempt  of  private  advantages,  and  a  fleady  concern  for  the 
fafcty,  reputation,  and  future  profpcrity  of  this  nation. 
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CHAP.      XXI. 

The  Naval  Hiftory  of  Great  Britain,  from  the 
Union  of  the  two  kingdoms,  to  the  end  of^the  reign 
of  her  majefty  queen  Anne. 

• 

AS  I  propofe  to  make  the  union  of  the  two  kingdomi 
the  great  event  from  whence,  in  this  chapter,  I  Qiall 
deduce  our  naval  hiftory  to  the  prefent  times ;  and  as 
this  event  in  itfelf  has  had  a  great  influence  on  the  naval  power 
and  commerce  of  this  nation,  I  think  I  cannot  a£l  with  greater 
propriety,  than  to  open  the  chapter  with  an  impartial  account 
of  that  important  tranfa£lion*.     This  I  take  to  be  the  more 

*  There  were  feveral  coriou»  and  ▼aluable  tratifei  publiflied  on  this  impor- 
Ifcnt  fubjoft,  amongft  otbers,  Th«  Hghti  and  interefts  of  the  two  Bricifli  mo* 
mrehics  inqoired  into,  and  cleared.  War  between  the  two  Britifh  monarchies 
40nfi(fered.  Eflay  upon  the  nnian  :  all  theie  in  quarto.  The  intcrefts  of  the 
two  kingdoms,  and  the  confequences  of  their  anion  (latcd.  The  union  of  Great- 
Britain  in  civil  and  religions  concerns,  by  Simon  Mtckenztf,  of  Alhngrange, 
ia-tv«,  and  many  others ,(  beHdes  /ingle  papers,  ire, 

neceflary. 


i36  N  A  y  A  L    H  I  S  T  6  R  T 

neccflary,  bccaufc  almpft  all  hiftorians,  and  writers  of  me- 
rtioirs,  have  given  too  much  way  to  their  paffions  and  preju- 
dices, in  what  they  fay  about  it ;  and  this  to  fo  great  a  degree, 
that  they  not  only  tontradi£):  slnd  abufe  e^ch  otherj  but  alfo 
darken  things  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  even  the  moft  intelligent 
reader  can  hardly  difccrn  the  truth *>.  As  I  am  not  confcious 
of  feeling  in  myfelf  fo  mhch  as  a  fpark  of  party  heat ;  as  I 
have  fome  relation  to,  and  at  the  fame  time  an  equal  affeclion 
for  both  countries,  without  the  leaft  bias  in  favour  of  cither,  t 
fhslll  endeavour  to  give  a  clear,  fuccin£tj  and  faif  accouxit  of 
this  whole  buGnefs ;  in  order  to  which,  I  (hall  begin  with  the 
motives  which  induced  the  queen's  minidry  to  pufli  this  matter 
fo  earneftly  at  that  time :  I  fhall  next  cbndder,  the  advantages 
propofcd  to  each  nation  from  this  union,  which  will  confe* 
quently  oblige  me  to  fay  fomewhat  of  the  perfons  who  oppofed, 
and  thc^groundl  of  their  oppofition  to  it ;  after  which,  I  (hall 
give  a  very  (hort  detail  of  the  rife,  progrefs,  conclufibn^  and 
cbnfequences  of  it. 

It  had  been  very  apparent  almoft  to  every  Englifh  miniftry; 
from  the  time  the  two  kingdoms  haa  been  united  under  one  • 
monarch,  that  fomething  was  wanting  to  complete  that  ftrength 
and  harmdny,  which  every  reafonable  man  looked  for  froih 
this  conjun£lion ;  neither  was  it  long,  before  fome  able  ftatef- 
mcn  perceived  what  it  was  that  muft  produce  this  efFeft ;  and 
a  national  union  accordingly  was  propofed  in  the  reign  of  king 
James  I.  ^ 

It  Was  defeated  then,  as  great  and  good  defigns  are  generally 
defeated,  through  want  of  public  fpirit.  The  king  was  partial 
to  his  countrymen,  and  the  Englifh  were  partial  to  their  coun- 
try. The  former  thought  it  his  duty  to  make  all  his  old  de- 
pendents rich,  in  a  manner  not  over  juftifiable ;  and  the  laft 
defpifcd  the  poverty  of  that  nation  to  fuch  a  degree,*  that  they 


b  Bilhop  Burnetts  hlOory  of  his  own  times.  01dinixon*s  hiftoiy  of  fbe 
Smarts.  Memoirs  of  the  affairs  of  Scotland,  by  George  Lockbait,  Efq;  of 
Garnwath.  ^  See  Sir  Francis  Bacon's  weighty  fpeecfa  upon  this  (Nb». 

jeA.  See  alfo  what  is  thrown  out  hy  Francis  b(boroe,  iu  dilTcfenc  parts  of 
his  works,  npon  this  topic^  more  efpecially  in  his  tradhioiijU  memoirs  of  kin^ 
James  I. 

forgot 
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forgot  bow  far  their  own  power  and  riches  might  fuffer  from 
filch  treatment. 

Under  king  Charles  I.  his  old  hereditary  fubjeAs  departed 
from  their  duty  to  him^  and,  a  potent  fafliondn  England  in- 
clining the  fame  way,  the  great  weight  of  thefe  northern.neigh* 
hours  was  fobn  made  but  too  evident,  lay  the  murder  of  the 
king;  and  the  deflru^lion  of  the  conftitutibns  of  both  kingdoms* 
After  the  reftoratibn,  the  politics  of  Charles  II.  took  fuch  a 
turnj  as  liecefTarily  occafioned  all  thoughts  of  a  clofer  union 
between  the  two  crowns  to  be  laid  afide^  it  having  been  a  hfiai- 
3m,  during  his  reign,  to  make  ufe  of  one  nation  to  awe  the 
dther.  The  utifortunatc  king  James  II.  fat  too  ihort  a  time  on 
the  throne,  and  felt  too  many  cares,  from  the  time  he  afcended 
jt^  to  fornl  any  prcjcAs  of  this  nature,  though  otherwife  much 
might  have  been  expcAed  from  him ;  for  he  was  certainly  a 
better  judge  himfelf,  of  the  intereft  of  both  kingdoms,  than 
any  prince  of  his  line.  Some  thoughts  there  were  of  an  union 
in  the  beginning  of  king  William's  time;  but  the  defign  was 
idr jpped  from  the  beliefj  or  rather  the  apprchenfion,  of  its  be^ 
irg  impraflicable'*. 

The  lord  high^treafurer  Godolphin,  one  of  the  ableft  and 
moft  prudent  miniders  we  ever  had,  faw  very  foon  the  expedi- 
ency of  fuch  a  thorough  national  union,  for  the  public  fervice, 
and  the  neceflity  of  it,  for  his  own  fafcty.  He  faw  that,  with- 
out  this,  the  Hanover  fucceflion  could  never  take  place,  the 
war  with  France  be  effectually  carried  on^  or  the  new  fyftem 
that  he  tiras  then  introducing,  ever  be  eflablifhed  on  a  firm 
Bafisl     As  be  was  far  from  affefting  the  exercife  of  a  boundlefs 

«...  • 

arbitrary  power,  fo,  to  eftablifh  his  influence  in  Scotland,  he 
had,  thr&ugh  the  advice  of  fome  of  the  ftatefmen  of  that  coun- 

<I  In  the  text  I  btve  given  •  Aiccinft  account  of  the  fevcral  dcGgns  formed  for 
uniting  the  two  kingdoms.  I  am  not  ignorant,  that  (here  were  other  attempts  of 
chat  ratnre;  luch  as  io  cbe  reign  of  king  Charles  II.  in  the  beginning  of  that  of 
king  XVilUam  j  as  alfo  in  the  beginning  of  the  queen's  reign  i  bat  thefe  were  mere 
afts  of  Aate  policy,  and  not  founded  upon  any  fctiled  deiign  of  really  bringing  it 
about ;  and  therefore,  as  the  nature  of  this  work  would  not  allow  me  to  enter  in* 
to  a  AriA  chronological  deduction  of  this  affair,  I  thought  the  befl  thing  I  could 
do,  was  to  give  the  reader,  as  far  as  in  my  power  lay,  a  true  Hate  of  the  matter, 
4  in  the  (bortell  compafs  pcflible. 

Vol.  IIL  S  try, 
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try,  given  way  to  the  pai&ng  fome  a^  of  parliament  Acre, 

which  enabled  the  people  to  (land  upon  even  ground  with  the 
£nglifh>  and  pat  it  i|i  their  power^  when  they  were  at  any  tioie 
croiTed,  to  carry  things  very  high»  and  coniequently  to  talk 
much  higherS 

In  order  to  rid  bimfelf  of  thefe  difficulties^  the  treafurer,  in 
conjundHon  with  lord  Somers,  formed  the  fcheme  of  the  union^ 
which  they  refolved  Ihoold  noc  be  a  temporary  expedient,  but 
fuch  an  zCt  as  might  remove  all  their  doubts  and  fears  cfieclu- 
ally»  and  for  ever.  When  they  had  fettled  this  projeA  to  thdr 
6wn  {zush&Aonj  they  to<^  the  advice  of  fome  great  naea  of  the 
other  kingdom,  particularly  the  earl  of  Stair,  a  man  of  vaft 
abilities^  and,  in  all  the  fcnfes  of  the  word,  a  pcrfeA  politi- 
eian.  He  it  was  who  gave  thetn  the  lights  they  wanted  ;  he 
ihewed  them  how,  and  by  what  means,  his  countrymen  might 
be  managed ;  be  pointed  out  fuch  as  would  oppofc  it  heartily, 
and  fuch  as  would  oppoie  it  only  till  they  found  their  account 
in  defining  from  that  oppofition.  In  ibort,  he  gave  both 
the  firft  plan  of,  and  the  laft  form  to  this  great  work,  and 
di£iated  the  means  which  made  it  both  plaufible  and  praflica- 
blcC 

In 

c  Wbatevfef  ofhcr  writers  miy  ai&rt,  thh  was  nndoiibcedlf  the  H€t»  The 
Xnglifli  parlument  had  recofflmeodcd  the  racccffion,  I  mean  the  procuring  tiic 
Hanover  fncdinjon  to  be  fettled  in  Scotland,  very  carncftly.  The  paritamcnc  of 
Scotland,  incUned  to  make  uCe  of  tbU  opportunity,  to  ^t  (bmc  f«voar»bl* 
coaditionc  fttpulated  for  thdr  trado  ;  and  as  qmct  was  at  thU  tioM  very  nccef  • 
fary,  and  in  the  nature  of  the  thing>  perhaps,  the  defirea  of  the  pafrliament  of 
Scotland  not  altogether  onreafonablc,  they  were  allowed  to  paft  an  a/i,  by 
which  the  prerogative  of  the  crown  wai  Hmtted,  and  peace  and  war  were  left, 
not  only  to  the  approbation,  bat  to  the  confent  of  p>rlian)ent.  TbiSy  witl^ 
aootber  aA  impowering  the  Scoti  to  arm  themfeWei,  aUrmed  the  Englilh 
hoofc  of  commons  to  fuch  a  degree,  aa  to  addrefs  the  qncen,  to  order  the  militia 
nf  the  fonr  northern  conmies  to  be  disciplined,  and  to  take  fome  other  ftcps, 
which  had  t  dire^  tendency  to  plnnge  the  two  nations  in  a  war.  The  treafmner, 
therefore,  faw  himfelfonder  theneceffity  of  bringing  about  an  anion,  to  avoid 
(hcfe  mighty  inconvenienciei,  and  t«  enable  him  to  carry  on  bit  greac  fcheme, 
of  mining  the  power  cf  France ;  which  mn(l  certainly  have  mifearried»  if  thcle 
4omeftic  qnarrelt  bad  eome  to  extremitiea. 

f  The  notion  of  the  earl  of  Stair,  that  if  a  confiderable  nnmber  of  the  Ja- 
cobites coold  be  broughl  to  approve  thic  meafnre  as  commiiConcrs,  ihcy  would 
be  forced  to  fMond  it  in  parliameoc,  waf  extremely  weii  fottndcd,  at  the  event 

piovrd. 
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In  regard  ta  the  advantages  refditxng  from  this  mealure  to 
IdOth  kingdomsp  tbey  were,  in  the  judgment  of  the  miniftry, 
very  great  \  on  the  fide  of  England  efpecially,  and  of  Scotland 
apparently.  Whh  regard  to  the  former,  the  benefits  derived 
from  it  were  real  and  fubftantial,  but  fome  of  them  were  fuch  as 
it  was  not  thought  proper  to  avow.  For  example,  the  go- 
▼erntnent  in  England  could  never  be  fafc,  whilft  Scotland  re- 
mained an  independent  kingdom,  at  liberty  to  make  laws,  fet 
up  trading  eompanies,  or  raife  forces  whenever  ihe  thought  fit; 
nor  was  the  fucceffion  fafe,  while  the  parliament  of  Scotland 
had  an  indubitable  right  to  depart  from  that  meafure,  and  a 
ilrong  party  was  actually  formed  in-tliat  country  for  departing 
from  it. 

An  entire,  abfelute^  and  uniform  dominion  o^er  Scotland, 
^was  necefliry  to  the  fafcty,  power,  and  commerce  of  England^, 
and  this  dominion  could  be  attained  no  other  way.  The  dan- 
ger of  having  princes  drawn  to  purfue  different  meafures  in  the 
different  kingdoms,  or  to  govern  in  England  upon  the  maxims 
of  nortliern  minifters,  the  mifchicfs  of  which  had  been  fcverely 
felt,  and  thoroughly  undcrftood,  from  the  power  of  the  duke 
of  Lauderdale  with  king  Charles  IL  which  lafted  during  life, 
and  which,  without  difputing  how  far  it  was  right  or  wrongs 
enabled  the  king  to  maintam  his  power  in  both  countries,  and 
that  too  in  a  higher  degree  than  was  very  acceptable  to  a  great 
part  of  his  fubjcds,  in  either,  was  yet  recent. 

The  other  motrves  that  were  commonly  infifted  upon,  were 
(hefe,  viz.  The  uniting  the  interefts  of  both  kingdoms,  which 
liad  often  thwarted  each  other,  and  thereby  giving  the  united 
kingdoms,  or,  which  was  the  fame  things  England^  much 
greater  force,  and  eonfequently  much  greater  weight  abroad ; 
f  he  conveniency  of  brmging  both  nations  under  one  form  of 

proved.  For,  whatever  ways  and  means  were  made  uie  of,  to  engage  the 
iiigh  Tories  in  this  comirifliunj  to  fign  the  articles  of  the  treaty*  which  (except 
Mr.  Lockhart  of  Carnwaih)  they  all  did;  yet  this  is  certain,  that  they  adhered 
to  their  fentiments  in  p«rtiaaient,  and  pu/hed  the  affair  with  eAcA ;  fo  that,  if 
we  confider  that  it  hrooght  ahont  a  toul  change  of  the  eonftitntlon,  indead  of 
^etog  amazed  at  the  difliculiics  it  met  wkh,  we  (bali  he  riirptised>  that  they  mcrt 
fo  e^niy  got  over  ;  cfpedally  if  we  refli^t  on  the  temper  of  the  nation  in  general, 
i^nd  the  great  repugnance  it  mud  have  had  to  fomc  pantcolar  points  in  this 
freat^. 

S  z  goyerue 
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government,  the  feat  of  which  muft  always  remain  fixed  iq 
England,  and  cpnfequently  all  advantages  accniiag  to  Scotlaod 
for  the  future,  mufl  be  drawn  to,  and  centre  there }  the  extir- 
pating the  French  and  Jacobite  intereft,  ivhere  it  w,as  evidentlj 
ArongefV,  introducing  the  Hanover  fucceffion,  fecuriDg  %hc  I^ 
teftant  intcre(l,  giving  one  turn  of  oiind  to  all  tbe  people  in  the 
iilancl,  putting  them  under  the  fame  rulers,  the  fame  ta^e89  and 
the  fame  prohibitions,  fo  as  to  haye  but  one  political  hcad^  with 
a  due  fubordinacion  of  members  i  thcfe  were  cpn^derapoos  ib 
high  in  themfelyes,  and  of  fuch  certainty  in  their  confequcnccs, 
that  the  bulk  of  the  EngUih  nobility  and  gentry  were  no  iboner 
acquainted  with  them,  than  they  were  convinced  of  their  uti- 
lity, and  that  it  was  not  very  eafy  to  fet  the  purchafe  at  too 
high  a  rate}  cfpecially,  when  they  con Gdered  the  mif9hie6  to 
which  they  had  been  expofed  in  former  times  from  the  want  of 
fuch  jan  union.  The  miniftry  had  a  juft  forefight  of  this,  and 
gave  themfelyes,  therefore,  very  little  trouble  about  preparing 
their  friends  in  England  for  the  reception  and  exec|ition  of 
their  fcheme,  becaufe  they  knew,  that  whenever  it  was  propo- 
fed  and  explained,  it  would  make  its  own  way ;  and  their  good 
fenfe,  and  right  judgment  in  this  nianagc;ment»  were  fully  juili^ 
fied  by  the  event. 

The  advantages  propofed  to  Scotland,  were  the  freeing  that 
kingdom  from  all  the  grievances  of  which  they  had  fo  long, 
and  fojudly  complained;  fuch  <is,  that  their  intereft  alwajs 
gave  way  to  that  of  England  j  that  their  concerns  abroad  were 
I'acrificed,  iiificad  of  being  prote£led  *,  that,  with  equal  preju- 
dice to  them,  they  were  confidered  fometimes  as  fubje£is,  but 
moftly  as  foreigners ;  that  they  were  difcouraged  in  carrying  on 
their  trade  and  manufa«^tires ;  and,  in  fine,  continually  upbraid- 
cd  with  their  poverty,  while  it  was  made  an  invariable  maxim 
of  Englifli  policy,  to  keep  them  poor.  By  this  union,  it  was 
propofed  to  make  them  one  nation  with  the  Englilh,  and  to  ad- 
ft! it  them  to  a  fall  participation  of  their  liberties,  privileges,  and 
commerce ;  as  alfo  to  a  flvare  in  the  government  and  legiflaturc, 
and  a  perpetual  conjundlon  of  intercfls.  at  home  and  abroad; 
lb  that  henceforward  the  government  of  the  united  kingdom 
Tvould  be  equally  in  the  hands  of  perfons  of  both  countries, 

whiclj 
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9!hich  ^ould  prevent  partiality  on  the  one  fide,  and  take  away 
inany  hardfhips  that  had  hitherto  been  felt  on  the  other. 

In  fhort»  it  was  infinuated,  that,  for  the  fake  of  peace  and 
general  fecurity,  (he  Englifh  were  content  to  grailt  their  neigh- 
bours^ not  only  as  good  conditions  as  they  could  well  eifc&, 
but  CTen  better  than  they  could  reafonably  deCre  i  and  that,  to 
obtain  the  friendihip  and  afliftance  of  Scotland,  the  people  of 
Engbnd  were  defirous  to  bury  in  oblivion  all  their  former  pre- 
judices, and  to  contribute,  as  far  as  lay  in  their  power,  to  fup- 
port  and  enrich  the  inhabitants  of  the  northern  part  of  the 
ifland,  and  to  treat  them  fo  favourably  in  point  of  taxes,  as  that 
they  (hould  have  many  and  ftrong  reafons  to  be  very  well  plea- 
fed  with  the  exchange  of  nominal  prerogatives,  for  real  and 
weighty  advantages. 

Such  as  oppofed  the  union  in  Scotland,  were  either  the 
friend^  of  the  Scuart  family,  or  fuch  as  were,  from  negle£^  or 
difappointmenty  dlfcontented  under  that  adminiftration.  The 
former  were  in  earned:  concerned  for  the  dignity  and  indepen* 
dcncy  of  the  crown  of  Scotland,  the  honour  of  the  nobility, 
^nd  the  welfare  of  the  people,  coniidered  by  them  as  a  nation 
having  intere(ls  feparate  from,  and  in  fomc  cafes  oppofite  to, 
thofe  of  the  Englifh.  Thefe  men,  upon  their  principles,  hear* 
fily  diQiked  the  t|nion|  and  had  reafon  to  diflike  it^.     But  as 

for 

8  Bilbop  Burnet's  reflexions  upon  this  fubjeft,  which  he  underAood  as  well 
•s  any  man,  deferve  the  reader's  notice  and  attention.  '<  The  treaty,"  fays  he, 
<^  being  liid  before  the  parliament  in  Scotland,  met  with  great  oppofiiion  there* 
'*  It  was  Vifible,  ihat  the  nobility  of  that  kingdom  fulFered  a  great  dimimutoa 
'*  by  it;  for,  though  it  was  agreed,  that  they  (hould  enjoy  all  the  other  pri- 
vileges of  the  peers  of  £ng(ind,  yet  the  greateft  of  them  all,  which  w^ 
the  voting  in  the  hoofe  of  lords,  was  rtdrained  to  (ixteen,  to  be  eleAed  by 
**  the  reft,  at  every  new  parJiament;  yet  there  was  a  greater  majority  of  tho 
**  nobility  that  concurred  in  voting  for  the  union,  than  in  the  other  ftates  of 
"  that  kingdom.  The  cummiiConers  for  the  (hires  and  boroughs  were  almoft 
**  equally  divided,  though  it  was  evident,  they  were  to  be  the  chief  gainers 
V  by  it;  among  thefe,  the  union  was  agreed  to,  by  a  very  fmall  majority :  it 
**  was  the  nobility  that  in  every  vote  turned  the  fcale  for  the  union.  They 
"  were  feverdy  refle^ed  on  by  thofe  who  oppofed  itj  it  was  faidy  many  of 
<*  them  were  bought  off  to  fell  their  country,  and  their  birthright.  All  thofe 
'*  who  adhered  inflexibly  to  the  Jacobite  intereft,  oppofed  every  flep  that  was 
"  made,  with  great  vhemence;  for  they  faw,  that  the  union  Oruck  at  tha 
**  root  of  all  their  views  and  deiigns  for  a  new  revolution:  yet  thefe  could  not 
*'  have  raifed  or  maintained  fo  great  ao  0|>po(ition  as  was  now  made,  if  che  PreP* 

'  '  '  **  hytcriins 


4( 


I4Z  NAVAI-    HISTORY 

for  the  malecontents,  they  Tet  up  preteoces  of  an  odd^  and  ex- 
craordinary  nature,  and  while  they  pretended  fceal  for  the  go- 
vernmenti  al!edged»  that  Scotland  would  be  prejudiced  by  the 
union ;  which,  according  to  their  principles,  it  was  iaipofliUe 
to  prove. 

There  was  a  third  party  in  Scotland,  which  inuft  Ix  aQowed 
by  men  of  all  principles,  to  have  a£led  with  great  caodoor  and 
uprightnefs.  Thefe  were  ftyled  the  Squadrone,  and,  if  I  might 
be  allowed  to  tran^ate  the  word  into"  political  £ogU(h,  I  (faooki 
call  them  Old  Whigs.  They  had  been  very  inftrnmcntal  in  the 
revolution,  ai|d  were  cordial  friends  to  the  government  i  but, 
from  motives  of  ftate  which  I  iball  not  take  upon  me  to  ex- 
plain, had  been  turned  out  of  their  places,  and  ill  enough  treat- 
ed during  this  reign.  Thefe  men,  however,  remained  firm  to 
their  principles,  which  led  them  to  approve  and  promote  the 
union ;  and  they  did  it  with  great  seal.  Their  arguments  were 
ftrong  and  conclufive,  and  made  the  greater  inipreffion,  becaufe 
they  were  difinterefted.  There  was,  as  is  ufoal  in  caJrs  of  the 
like  nature,  a  good  deal  of  corruption  praAifed ;  but  all  this 
would  never  have  carried  the  point,  if  it  ha4  not  been  abetted 
by  the  induftry  and  zeal  of  thefe  worthy  men.  The  carl  of 
Stair,  who  was  not  of  their  number,  knew  this,  and  therefore 
advifed  taking  them,  and  the  country  party,  into  the  commif- 
£on  for  fettling  that  important  treaty ;  but  his  advice  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  miniftcrs  only  in  the  latter  part,  which,  though  it 
amazed  the  world  at  that  time,  had  however  the  effcGt  he  cx- 
.pefled  from  it,  and  was  one  great  caufe  that  the  affair  fucceed* 
«d  fo  well  as  it  did. 

All  things  being  thus  fettled,  the  queen,  by  her  commifTion^ 
dated  at  Kenfington,  the  27th  of  February,  1706,  in  virtue  of 
powers  granted  to  her  by  an  aci  of  parliament,  paiTed  in  Scot- 

«*  liyteriins  had  not  been  pofTefied  with  a  jealuiry,  that  the  confeqoence  of 
**  chit  union  would  be  the  change  of  church-governnient  among  them,  and  that 
^*  they  would  be  fwallowed  up  by  the  church  of  England.  Thu  took  fuch  rDi>c 
**  in  many,  that  00  afliirances  that  were  oiTercd  could  remoTe  their  fears.  It 
**  was  infofed  into  them,  chitfly  by  the  old  duchefs  of  Hamtlcon,  who  had 
'*'  great  credit  with  then.  And  it  wai  fuggefted,  that  (he  and  her  Ton  had  par- 
**  ticuUr  viewf,  as  hoping,  that  if  Scotland  (hould  continue  a  feparaie  kingdom, 
«'  rbe  crown  might  come  into  dietr  fAmi)^,  they  bsing  the  next  in  blood  after 
*•  king  jAines*i  pofterity.*^ 

liIRd, 
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« 
Iznif  appointed  thirty  commiffioners  on  the  part  of  Scotland, 

and  on  the  loth  of  April  following,  her  majeily  appointed  as 
many  Engliih  commiflloners^  This  commiffion  was  opened 
at  the  Cockpiti  on  the  16th  of  April,  1706,  William  Cowper, 
£fq;  then  lord«keeper,  delivering  the  fenife  of  the  Englifh  com-, 
roiflioners,  and  the  earl  of  Seafield,  lord  high-chancellor  of 
Scotland,  a£ked  in  like  manner  on  the  part  of  their  commiflioil«* 
ers*  On  the  firft  of  May,  the  queen  paid  them  a  viiit,  and 
inquired  into  the  progrefs  they  had  made  1. 

About  a  month  afcer,  (he  did  the  fame ;  and  thefe  inftances 
of  royal  care  had  fuch  an  efied,  that  on  the  22d  of  July,  the 
commiflioners  figned  and  fealed  the  articles,  which  were  pre* 
fented  to  the  queen  the  next  day*^.  By  thefe  articles,  which 
were  in  number  twenty* five,  the  two  kingdoms  of  England  and 
Scotland,  were  united,  under  the  title  of  Great  Britain^ 
tbeProteftant  fucceflion  fettled ;  one  parliament  eftabliflied ;  the 
common  enjoyment  of  privileges  and  commerce  ftipulated^ 
ihips  built  in  Scotland,  admitted  under  the  z£t  of  navigation ; 
an  equal  diftrlbution  of  cudoms  and  excifes  fixed  ;  the  duties 
upon  fait  regulated;  the  land-tax  adjufted  in  the  following  pro- 
portion, t;f2.  that  when  England  paid  i»997>736l.  8  s.  44- d. 
Scotland  fhould  pay  48,000  1.  and  fo  in  proportion  ;  and,  as 
an  equivalent  for  Scotland's  being  charged  with  the  debts  of 
Bngland,  there  was  granted  to  the  former  by  the  latter,  the 
(um  of  398,085 1.  10  s.  to  be  applied  to  the  difcharge  of  the 
public  debts  of  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  the  capital  dock  of 
the  African  and  India  company,  with  intereft  at  5  per  cent,  and 
for  the  improvement  of  manufa£iures  and  trade  in  that  part  of 
the  ifland.    It  was  alfo  provided,  that  the  monies  and  weights 

k  Burnet*!  hift.  of  hit  own  times,  toI.  it.  p.  446.  01dmixon*f  hift.  of  the 
Sfoarct,  Vol.  ii.  p.  375.  See  the  joornal  of  (he  proceedings  of  the  noble  and 
honourable  perfons  who  aAed  for  both  nations  in  the  treaty  of  onion^  whictv 
began  on  the  itfth  of  April,  1706,  and  was  concluded  on  the  aid  of  July  fg!- 
luviing,  with  the  articles  then  agreed  on  in  London,  170^,  The  queen's  com- 
xniffions  to  the  lords  commiiTionert  of  both  kingdoms  are  prefixed  thereto. 
Boyer's  life  of  queen  Anne,  p.  13a.  i  Journal  of  ihc  proceedings^ 

&c»  p.  11.     The  complete  hift.  of  Europe,  for  1706,  p.  131.  k  Bur- 

net'f  hift.  of  his  own  times,  v.  1.  ii.  p.  457.  Oldmixon*s  hid.  of  the  Stuarts, 
to],  ii.  p.  37^.  Journal  of  the  proceedings,  &V.  p.  ^4,  5$,  The  complete 
hift.  of  £aropr,  for  I7c6p  p.  24^,    Lond.  Guz.  N''.  4x47. 

of 
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of  Scotland  fhould  be  the  fame  with  thoie  of  Engknd ;  the 
Scots  courts  of  jufticc  were  prcfcrvedj  together  with  ail  here- 
ditary ofEces,  and  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  royal  bo- 
roughs ;  the  reprefentative  of  Scotland  Was  (ix^d  at  Cxteea 
peers,  and  forty-five  commoners,  which  though  fmaltin  propor- 
tion to  the  Englifli  peers  anj^  commonersj  yet  was  high  in  com- 
parifon  of  the  Ihare  borne  by  Scotland  in  the  taxes )  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  reft  of  the  peers  were  fully  feciircd ;  fo 
that,  except  fitting  in  the  houfe,  they  were  to  enjoy  all  the 
privileges  of  the  peerage ;  and  all  the  laws  of  either  king- 
dom, inconfiftent  with  the  unioni  were  declared  null  and 
void  K 

In  the  next  feflion  of  parliament  in  Scotland,  the  union  was 
carried,  though  not  without  great  debates,  and  fome  prpteds. 
In  England  it  went  eaGer.  In  the  houie  of  commons^  there 
was  little  or  no  oppofition ;  there  would  have  been  a  very  warm 
one  in  the  houfe  of  lords^  but  it  was  prevented  by  the  wifdoirf 
of  Sir  Simon  Harcourt,  after  vifcounc  Harcourt,  and  lord-chan- 
cellor, who  drew  the  z€t  fo,  that  it  would  admit  of  no  debate^ 
but  upon  the  general  queftioni  whether  it  (liould^  or  (bouki  not 

paft  ™. 

It 

(  The  advantages  on  the  fide  of  ScotUod  were  hich,  as  enabled  tbofe  who 
fupporccd  the  union,  to  Uy  many  dtong  things  in  its  favour}  for  wbems, 
when  England  paid  two  millions  by  way  of  land-«tax,  Scotland  was  to  p«y  but 
fortyfight  thoufand  pounds,  yet,  in  rctnrn  for  bearing  a  fortieth  part  of  the 
expence,  they  had  the  eleventh  part  of  the  legiflatare  given  ibeni ;  and  the 
''  event  hat  (hewn,  that  (he  power  of  cheir  members  in  a  Briiifb  parliament,  £s 
not  fo  incouHderable  as  the  enemies  of  that  treaty  reprefented  it  to  the  parlta* 
ment.  There  were,  beGdei,  fome  other  flroog  motive!  which  indnped  tbc  bet* 
ter  fort  o(  the  inhabitants  of  Seotiand  to  wi(h  well  to  the  union.  A  great  part 
of  the  gentry  of  that  kingdom,  who  had  been  often  in  England,  and  obicrvcd 
the  protcAion  that  all  men  had  from  a  houfe  of  commons,  and  the  feenrity 
that  it  procured  againff  partial  judges  and  a  violent  miniftry,  entered  into  the 
defign  with  great  zeal.  The  opening  a  free  trade,  not  only  with  England,  but 
with  the  plantationt,  ^nd  the  protection  of  the  deer  of  England,  drew  fn  tbofe 
who  underflood  thofe  matters,  and  faw  there  was  no  other  way  to  make  tbc 
nation  rich  and  cunfiderablc.  Thofe  alfo  who  bad  engaged  deeply  in  the  dcfign 
of  Darien,  and  were  great  lofcrs  by  it,  faw  now  ah*  honourable  way  to  be  re« 
imburfed;  which  made  them  wi(h  well  to  the  onion,  and  promote  it. 

m  We  have  this  fa^  from  biibop  Burnet,  who  lays  it  down  in  a  vrry  clear 
and  fatisfaAory  manner.  **  When'atl  was  agreed  to,  (fays  be),  in  both  hoofes, 
**  a  bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in,  to  eoaQ  it,  which  wac  preyed  by  Uar^ 
**^ court;  with  fo  pariicular  a  contrivance,  that  it  cOt  o/T  all  debate    Thp 

*'  ptearobie 
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tt  Was  tarried  in  the  honfe  of  commons  hj  a  majority  of  274* 
bgainft  160,  and  was  carried  up  to  the  houie  of  lords  on  the 
fir/l  of  Marcb»  by  the  late  earl  of  Wilmington,  then  Spencer 
■  Coihpton,  £fq;  pafled  in  that  houfe  by  a  majority  of  55,  to  29, 
and  on  the  finth  of  March  the  queen  came,  and  gave  her  royal 
aflent }  upon  which  occa/ion  her  majefty  delivered  herfelf  thus : 
**  I  confider  this  union  as  a  matter  of  the  greateft  importance, 
««  to  the  wealth,  ftrength,  and  fafcty  of  the  whde  ifland^ 
<'  and  at  the  fame  time  as  a  work  of  fd  muth  difiiculty  and 
<<  nicety  in  its  own. nature,  that,  till  now,  all  attempts  which 
^<  have'  been  made  towards  it,  in  the  courfe  of  above  one  hun- 
«'  dred  yearsi  have  proved  ineffeftual ;  and  therefore,  I  make 
*<  no  doubt,  but  it  will  be  remembered  and  fpoke  of  hereafter, 
<<  to  the  honour  of  thofe  who  have  been  inilrumental  in  brings 
*t  ing  it  to  fuch  a  hnppy  conclufion.  I  deiire,  and  expeA  from 
*<  all  my  fttbje£ls,  of  both  nations,  that  fr6m  henceforth  they 
•<  a£l  with  all  poflible  refpeA  and  kindnefs  to  one  another^ 
*<  that  fo  it  may  appear  to  all  the  world,  they  have  hearts  dif- 
*<  pofed  to  become  one  people  i  this  will  be  a  great  pieafure  to 
*<  me,  and  will  make  us  all  quickly  fen(ible'.of  the  good  cffeCii 
*^  of  this  union.  And  I  cannot  but  look  upon  it  as  a  particu* 
«  lar  happinefs|  that  in  my  reign^  fo  full  a  provifion  is  made 
*^  for  the  peace  and  quiet  of  my  people^  and  for  the  fecu* 

*<  pMldibte  «it  «  reritil  of  the  alticlet)  at  they  were  pa()ed  )n  iSeotlaiNl,  togtf- 

**  tbcf  with  the  aAi  made  in  bath  psirlttme9U«  for  the  iecurity  of  their  icveral 

**  cMirefaesi  «nd|  io  concloflon,  there  came  one  eoa^ng  daufe,  ratifying  alL 

^*  This  ptit  tHofe  upon  great  difficahlesi  who  bad  tefolVed  to  object  to  feveral 

**  articles,  kt>d  to  infift  OA  demanding  foffie  alterationi  in  th^ih ;    for  thef 

**  could  not  come  to  any  debate  abotkt  theili  1  they,  could  not  objed  to  the  re* 

**  cifal,  it  bei»g  but  bare  mitter  of  fa  A }  and  they  had  not  Areogth  enough  to 

**  oppofe  the  general  enabling  clanfe,  nor  was  it  eafy  to  come  at  particulars, 

*'  and  to  offer  provifOs  relating  to  them.    The  matter  was  carried  on  with  fuch 

*'  teali  that  it  pailed  tbrotigh  the  hotlfe  of  commons^  before  thofe,  who  in* 

**  tended  to  oppofe  it,  hfld  recovered  themfelvet  out  of  the  tnrpriae  under 

**  which  the  form  it  was  dfawn  in  bid  pnt  them.    It  did  not  dick  long  in  the 

'*  houfe  of  lords,  for  all  the  articles  bad  been  copiouily  debated  there  for  fc* 

**  ?eral  days  before  the  bill  was  fent  bp  to  thefb ;  and  tlMfs  this  great  defign^ 

«'  to  long  wiftied  aud  laboured  for  id  vain,  K^as  begOn»   aild   happily  ended| 

*•  within  the  compafs  of  nine  months.    The  union  was  to  comneoce  on  the 

••  firft  of  May,  and  till  that  time  the  two  kingdodif  ^ert  ftill  dlilinfl^  and  their 

«•  two  parliameou  coDiicued  Hill  to  fit." 

Vot.III.  T  "  rity 
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M  ritjr  of  our  religiota,  by  fo  firm  an  eftablifluheot  of  die  Ao^- 
**  teftaiit  fdccefBon  throughout  Great  Britain.  €^ntlemen  of 
**  the  houfe  of  comraons ;  I  tiake  this  occaiion  t«  remind  ymi 
^  of  Diaking  effe£hial  pro?{fion  fer  the  payment  of  the  cqui- 
**  vaknt  to  Scotlandr  within  the  time  appointed  bj  ibis  ad» 
**  and  t  am  perfuadcd  you  will  ftcw  as  much  readineis  in  this 
^  particular,,  as  you  have  done  in  aU  the  parts  of  this  grer^ 
«  work.'* 

It  is  certain^  ^hat  the  pafling  the  urtion  was  a  mortal  blow  to^ 
the  French ;.  and  it  is  no  lefs  certain^  that  the  French  did  not 
exert  themfelves,  as  they  might  have  done,  to  prevent  it*  Ye: 
I  am  far  from  thinking  with  bifhop  Burnet  *,.  (though  K  efteem 
his  account  of  the  union  ^^ery  much),  that  this  proceeded  from 
am  aUuIiite  inabilityi  and  that  they  did  not^  acdordtng  to  their 
common  praflice,  try  the  influence  of  their  gold,,  becaofe  they 
had  it  not ;  I  fay,  I  do  not  think  this,,  becaufe  I  appKhetid  I 
AaA]  be  able  to  (hew  the  contrary^  The  true  reafen,.  then,  ia 
my  judgment,  why  the  French  were  fo  cool  in  this  affair,  was 
this ;  they  thought  that,,  though  the  union  would  deflsnoy  their 
tntereft  in  Scotland  intirely,  if  it  eould  be  e(labliihed,.yec,  chat 
the  fuffering  that  kw  to  pafe,  was^  rhe  likefieft  way  for  them  to 
defeat  it :  for  they  depended  upon  a  back  game  v  and,  boking 
upon  it  as  a  thing  ceruin>  that  this  would  throw  Scodand  into 
the  utmoft  confufion,  they  projeAed  an.  invafion,  not  with  any 
iincere  intention  of  fixing  the  fon  of  king  J;ames  upoa  thne  throne 
of  Scotland,  but  of  making  uie  of  him  to  excite  a  civil  war  in 
that  kingdom,  which,  they  apprehended;  would  'at  leaft  force 
England  to  confent  to  the  difiblution  of  the  union,  in  order  to 
make  the  people  of  Scotland  eafy. 

If  this  had  not  been  their  fchcrac,  why  did  they  aftcrwards^ 
attempt  the  invafion  f  If  want  of  money  had  been  the  only 
iseafon  for  their  not  exerting  their  inflt^enee,.  how  came  they  by 
riie  mighty  fums  of  ready  money,  which  that  fhiitleis  and 
foolifli  invafion-  coft  them?  I  have  now  done  with  this  aflFair 
of  the  union,  and  fliall  only  add  my  opinion  of  it  freely,,  which 
is,  ^at  both  nations  have  been  great  gainers  by  it,  and  that 
neither  have  the  leaft  caufe  to  complain  of  it.    If,,  on  the  one 

0  Hiftory.  of  hit  own  tixncsj  vol.  ii.  p.  4^:^ 

-         *  hand,. 
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a^andy  the  inhabitants  of  North  Britain  have  not  profited  as 

tnoch  by  it  as  they  expe^ed,  it  is  their  own  fault;  for,  with- 

o«t  induiby  and  application  to  Trade,  it  is  irapofllblc  any  na- 

*t^on  £hould  be  great  gainers  'by  it ;  and,  on  the  other,  if  the 

Snglifli  repine  at  feeing  fo  many  of  that  nation  in  civil,  mili« 

Tary,  and  naval  eoiploymemsj  they  are  blind  to  their  own  in- 

terefts  \  for  it  is  plain,  that  by  acting  in  this  manner,  thefe  men 

-wafte  all  their  days  in  the  fervice  of  England ;  whereas,  if  they 

applied  themfelves  to  commerce  and  manufeftures,  they  might 

live  happily  in  their  own,  and  ei^oy  there  ^the  greateft  freedom 

and  independency. 

The  war  had  now  continned  long  eitoogh  to  make  both  fides 
-▼cry  weary  of  it,  and  yet  the^French  were  not  fufficlently  hum- 
bled, to  think  of  peace  on  the  terms  prefcribed  to  them.     On 
•the  contrary,  they  fiEuind  means  this  campaign,  to  bring  more 
troops  into  the  field,  than  fince  the  war  began ;  which  obliged 
the  allies  to  make  as  formidable  augmentations  to  oppofe  them. 
In  (hort,  as  the  n>;^'itime  powers  hopc  the  largeft  (hare  in  the 
expence,  and  reaped  the  leaft  immediate  benefit  hem  the  con- 
-tinuance  of  the  wac,  it  was  refolved  to  make  the  mtmoft  efforts 
'this  year  to  put  an  ^nd  to  it.     With  this  view,  the  duke  of 
Marlborough,    and  the  Englifh  miniftry,    concerted    feveral 
ichemes  for  diiireffing  the  enemy  on  all  fides^  particularly  in 
Spain,  in  Italy,  and  e^en  in  their  own  country ;  and  this,  efpe*- 
cially,  by  the  help  of  the  great  maritime  power  we  then  had 
in  the  Mediterranean  ^.    It  would  lead  us  into  frequent  and 
unneceflary  repetitions,  if  we  fkould  enter  here  into  a  copioua 
detail  of  thefe  projects,  and  therefore,  to  avoid  fuch  inconve- 
•liiiencies,  we  will  fpeak  of  each  In  its  turn,  and,  as  near  as  may 
«be,  in  the  order  of  time  in  which  they  were  undertaken. 


"*  Tt  h  very  fiirpriiing,  that  France,  after  foch  a  fctics  of  mUfortanes,  fhou!4 
be  able  Co  make  the  6gate  that  (be  did  this  year.  The  truth,  however,  feemft 
to  be,  that  the  abfolnte  power  of  her  ^▼eromeAt,  gave  her  great  advantages 
over  the  aHiet.  The  emperor's  confenting  to  the  evacuation  of  Italy,  without 
fo  much  at  confuliing  either  Great  Britain  or  Holland,  wac  the  great  Source  of 
king  Philip'f  fuccers  in  Spain  j  and  whoever  conGders  attentively  the  French 
fcbemes  fur  carrying  on  this  campaign,  will  eafily  difcero,  that  they  muft  have 
met  with  the  tike  fuccefs  every  where  el(e,  if  it  bad  not  been  for  our  expcdiiion 
againd  Toulon.  Quincy,  hifloire  militaire,  tome  v.  p.  271.  Memoirtt  de  ia 
Torfa,  toftie^r.  p.  "^^    Limiers,  tomciii.  p.  230. 
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In  refpe£t  to  the  war  with  Spaiiii  an  opinion  begafi  abool^ 
this  time  to  prevail  in  England,  tl\at  it  was  negle^ledy  chiefly 
becaufe  the  miniAry  found  it  iinpra£iicable  to  pud)  this,  and 
the  war  in  Flanders  at  the  fame  time.  The  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough knowing  how  injurious  this  report  was  to  his  refxutatioo, 
prefTed  the  profecution  of  the  war  in  Spain  this  year^  with  the 
utmod  fpirit  -,  the  rather,  becaufe  a  great  reinforcement  of  £pg- 
lifli  and  Dutch  troops  had  been  lately  fent  thither ;  and  it  was 
very  well  Icnown,  that  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  would  negleA  no- 
thing that  might  contribute  to  the  advancement  of  the  fervice. 
The '  army  under  the  command  of  the  earl  of  Galway,  .was 
very  early  in  the  field,  and  promifed  great  things;  but  whether 
his  abilities  were  unequal  to  fuch  a. command,  as  fome  haTe 
fuggeded;  or,  as  others  all^dge,  king  Charles  ruined  his  own 
aSairSx  by  marching  back  nvith  a  great  body  of  troops  into  Ca- 
talonia} fo  it  was,  that  about  the  middle  of  the  month  of 
April,  that  nobleman  found  hi mfelf  under  the  dreadful  nece£- 
fity  (at  lead  as  he  imagined)  of  either  ilarying,  or  fighting  a  fu- 
pcrior  army  P. 

Accordingly,  on  the  r4th  of  April,  his  lordftiip,  with  about 
fixteen  thoufand  men,  ventured  to  give  battle  to  the  duke  of 
J3erwick,  who  had  twenty-four  thoufand,  and  of  thcfc  near 
eigiit  tlioufand  horfe  and  dragoons,  that  were  very  fine  troops. 
The  Englifh  and  Dutch  were  at  firft  vlAorious,  and  broke 
through  the  enemy  twice ;  but  the  Portugucfe,  it  is  faid,  be- 
haved very  ill,  or  rather  did  not  behave  at  all,  which  gave  the 
enemy  an  opportunity  of  fianking  the  ]&ngliih  and  Dutch,  of 
whotp  about  ten  thoufand  were  killed  or  taken  prifoners.  The 
earl  of  Galway  retired  with  the  broken  remains  of  his<army, 
which,  however^  nothing  could  have  fayed,  but  the  timely  api 
pearance  of  our  fleet  *>.  Sir  Clotidefley  Shovel  knowing  the 
iliftrefs  pur  army  was  in,  through  the  yrant  of  almoft  every 
thing  qeceflfary,  fent  Sir  George  Byng,  with  a  ftrong  fquadron, 
to  the  coaft  of  Spain  for  their  relief*     Sir  George  failed  on  the 


V  This  is  a  matter  mqch  too  loo^  fox  0^  to  difcufs,  audi  therefore  we  men- 
tion io  it  terms  not  leaning  to  one  fide  or  the  other. 

^1  Sec  the  complete  hift.  of  Europe,  for  1707.  6urnet*s  hitlory  of  liU  owa 
^imes,  vol.  ii.  ^.  475,  Oldmixon's  hid.  of  ihc  Stnarts,  vol.  ii.  p.  390.  Boytf'i 
\\jit  of  queen  Anni,  p.  ap*.     Lond.  Gaz,  N*^.  4337- 

thirtieth 


OP    QjiEEN    ANNE,  149 

thirtieth  of  Marcb»  and  coming  off  Cape  St.  Vincent^  on 
the  fifteenth  of  April,  be  received  there  the  news  of  our  de- 
feat '. 

He  foon  after  received  a  meflage  from  lord  Galway,  ac- 
quainting him  with  the  diftrefs  he  was  in,  and  defiring,  that 
whatever  he  brought  for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  might  be  carried 
to  Tortofa,  in  Catalonia^  to  which  place  his  lordfliip  dciigned 
to  retreat,  and  th^t,  if  poilible,  he  would  fave  the  fick  and 
wounded  men  at  Denia,  Gandia,  and  Valencia,  where  it  was 
intended  the  bridges  of  boats,  baggage,  and  all  things  that 
could  be  got  together,  (hould  be  put  on  board.  Accordingly, 
he  took  care  of  the  fick  and  wounded  men,  and  fent  them  to 
Tortofa,  where  the  lord  Galway  propofed  to  make  a  (land  with 
the  poor  remains  of  the  army.  This  fervice  employed  Sir 
George  Byng  almoft  the  whole  month  of  April,  and  then  he 
was  in  daily  expefbttion  of  being  joined  by  Sir  Cloudefley 
ShoveU  from  Lifbon,  either  on  that  part  of  the  coaft  of  Spain, 
or  at  Baroelbna,  whither  he  was  defigned '.  Thus  all  the  great 
things  that  were  hoped  for,  from  the  augmentation  of  our 
forces  in  Spain,  were  abfolutcly  difappointed  ;  and  this,  chiefly, 
through  the  unaccountable  mifmanagement  of  that  prince,  for 
whofe  fervice  all  thefe  e^cpeniive  and  hazardous  expeditions 
were  undertaken,  Let  us  now  turn  our  eyes  to  Italy,  where 
we  (hall  find  a  fcene  much  of  the  fame  nature. 

The  firft  deiign  that  was  formed  upon  Toulon,  by  the  duke 
of  Savoy,  is  very  pofitively  faid  to  have  been  concerted  with  the 
famous  earl  of  Peterborough ;  but  his  royal  highnefs,  finding 
that  nobleman  had  no  longer  any  great  credit  at  court,  he  changed 
the  fcheme  entirely,  and  concerted  by  his  minifters  at  London 
^  new  one^  with  the  dul^e  of  Marlborough  ^    This,  to  fay  the 

truth, 

^  ReHc^ioni  militaires  et  politiqnei  de  marqals  de  St.  Crnz,  tome  x!.  p.  itf}, 
1^4.  *  Barchcc*s  naval  hiftory,  b.  v.  cbap.  xsiv.    Coin|ilctc  fcift.  ol 

£iiiOpc,  for  1707.    Loud.  Gaz,  N^.  4334. 

c  This  is  a  very  dark  and  perpieiud  affair;  aiid>  for  any  thing  I  can  per. 
ceiye,  rood  of  oar-hiftorians  are  at  a  lois  aboat  it.  The  troth  of  the  matter, 
|o  me,  feems  to  be  this.  The  duke  of  Savof,  and  prince  Eogene,  firfl  propo- 
fed attacking  Toulon,  to  the  earl  of  PeterboroQgh,  who  thereupon  wrote  to 
Ms  court  about  it.  In  the  mean  time,  the  duke  of  Marlborough  had  propofed 
ihc  fam$  thio^  to  cqunt  Afaffcjr  a|>road|  ao4  afterwards  coacerted   the  ^hole 
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truth,  was  the  beft  defign  laid  durtng  the  war,  if  we  except  the 
rnarch  into  Germany,  which  had  this  adrantage  over  it,  that 
it  was  not  only  laid,  but  executed  by  the  d«ike  of  Marlborough. 
The  taking  Toidon,  if  k  coold  ha^  been  effbfited,  would  have 
deftroyed  for  ever  the  maririme  power  of  France ;  rendered 
her  utterly  incapable  of  carrying  on  any  commerce  with  Spa- 
fiiih  America,  and  have  diftrefled  her  to  fuch  a  degree  at  home, 
as  muft  have  produced  an  immediate  peace,  even  upon  wcorfe 
terms  than  had  been  hitherto  preicribed  to  her.  All  things 
vere  ibon  iettled  between  us  and  the  duke  of  Savoy  ;  he  comid 
sot  undertake  fuch  an  eiepeditlon  without  large  fuppUes  of  mo- 
ney, and  theie  we  both  promifed  and  paid  htm  :  yet,  even  this 
would  not  have  engaged  him  mfo  dangerous  an  attempt,  if 
we  had  not  given  him  the  ftrongeft  aflurances,  nhat  our  fleet 
ftoutd  conftandy  attend  him  ;  which  we  tikewife  very  pun&u- 
ally  fulfilled",  ' 

The  firft  ill  ^men  that  ajipeared,  was,  thef  refolution  taken 
by  the  emperor,  st  this  junQure,  when  his  forces  in  Italy 
ihould  have  been  employed  in  promoting  our  defign,  to  make 
with  them  the  eonqueft  of  the  kingdom  of  Naples.  In  vain 
<our  minifters  veprefent^d  to  his  imperial  majefty  the  mighty 
things  we  had  done  £br  him  and  his  family;  the  great  im- 
{X}rtance  of  the  prefent  undertaking  to  the  common  caufe,  and 
the  certainty  of  his  acquiring  Naples  without  refiftance  after 
this  expedition  was  over.  In  vain  were  the  like  applications 
Jrom  the  putch ;  and  in  vain  the  earl  of  Mancbefter's  journey, 
-and  the  queen'*s  letter  to  dtfluade  him  from  that  ill-ti|n^  at- 
tempt, though  written  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  and  all  mth  her 
own  hand.  He  alledged,  that  fuch  afTurances  had  been  given 
to  his  friends  in  Naples,  that  Something  ftiould  be  immediately 
done  for  their  fervice,  diat  it  was  impoflible  for  him  to  defid, 


ichame  wHh  that  minifter,  ao4  covnt  Bfhnf  on  it  London.  The  duke  •f  S«* 
roy,  however,  did  ooc  think  fit  to  a^oaant  the  earl  of  Feterborouj^h,  th«t  bis 
pr^e^  wu  laid  afide  $  and  <iiift  it  wai,  if  I  conjedare  ri^ht,  that  created  ail  tfait 

^OAfufioD. 

»»  Complete  hiflotf  of  Europe,  for  1707,  p.  tij.  It  is  frqm  thii  period  we 
are  to  date  Tome  part  of  the  qiie^n*s  miniftry  growing  cold  ih  the  profccution  of 
the  war.  In  which  they  fufpcQed  our  allfes  had  each  their  private  i^cereA*  in  ▼icv, 
whilt  they  all  cencorred  in  loading  at  with  expends. 

aixl 
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:iTid  tbd^ore,  notwithiVandiftg  aH  thfcfe  apf^catlons^  tount 
£>aun.bad  orders  w  mitch  with  1^,000  itien,  part  of  the 
ttoops  that  ifaonkl  have  been  employed  in  cbcexpeditbn  againft 
TouioD^to  ihnKie  thkt  kiogdom.^  which  he  accordingly  |)er« 
formed  *• 

The  duke  of  Savoys  notwitfaAanding  this  difappointment^ 
continued,  at  kaft  in  all  sqppearance»  firm  in  his  reibhitibn^  anal 
k  was  refoWed  top^ofeeme  this  great  defign,  with  theafiUlance 
of  the  Englifh  fleets  Accordingly,  Sit  Cloodeiky  Shovel  faa«» 
'ving  joined  Sir  George  Byagt  ^^r  Alicant»  faitedfor  the  cdaft 
bf  Italy,  and  on  the  5th  of  June,  came  to  an  anchor  before 
Fmiil,  wuh  a  fleet  of  forty*three  men  of  wary  and  fsbj-^kvetk 
tranTports^.  Pi  mice  Eugene  went  thither  to  confer  with  the 
admh'al;  and  foon  after  the  fleet  failed  for  Nice,  where^  on  the 
■i9th  ^f  tii^  fiim«  month,  the  admiral  had  the  hooonr  to  enter<» 
tain  the  duke  of  &atoy,  prince  Eogene,  moft  of  the  general 
officers,  t<^ether  with  the  EngUfb  and  Dmch  nnnifiers,  on 
teard  his'  own  (hip,  the  AflSbcidtion  7. 

'Alter  dinn^,  they  held  a  coimcil  of  war>  and  therein  it  waa 
refoWed  to  force  a  paflage  over  the  Var,  in  which  hasardoua 
^emerprf^e  the  Engtifh  admkal  promifed  to  affift.  On  the  laft 
wf  June,  this  daring  attempt  was  imdertaken^  to  the  great  afVo* 
triftmetit  of  tlie  Frcinch^  who  believed  their  works  upon  that 
\Artr  to  be  imptvgnable;  arnd  fo  indeed  they  had  proved,  to 
• 

*  Biihop  Burnet,  Tol.  ii.  p.  476^  47S,  reflect  upon  this  fkp  taken  by  thceny 
f€tWjf  very;  fcTcrdjr ;  and,  I  (tiiik,  with  gttat  jvfttce*  Bat  the  emperor  iwcnc 
yec  farther;  for  he  fent  fiich  orderi  Co. prince  E«geoc»  to  avoid,  on  all  ocea- 
iiona,  CKpofing  bit  troopt  that  weve  Co  be  employed  in  the  Toulon  cxpedicion^ 
af  proved  oac  great  caWe  of  tlie  mifcarrdage  o^  the  allies  when  they  came  before 
ibaf  city. 

X  Loud.  Gax.  N^.  ^^^    Cbkaina  roOratt,  p.  284.    Mercure  hiftotiqoe  et 
'^litiqne,  tome  xtifi«  p.  a  a, 

f  Sir  ClmdrOty  Shovel,,  thongh  he  waa  not  one  of  the  poKted  officer*  »^ 
«Ter  hJul,  ftiewcd  a  great  deal  of  prodence  and  addrefs,  in  the  magnlfioent  enter- 
Ufnmem  he  maje  npon  this  occafibn.  The  duke,  when  he  came  on  board  the 
AH^ciaJoo,  found  a  guard  of  halberdiers,  in  new  liverier,  at  the  givat  cabbin- 
aoor.  Al  the  ti)>per  end  of  the  table  was  f«  an  armed  chair,  with  a  crimfon  vel- 
vet canopy.  The  table  conCftcd  of  fixty  covers,  and  every  thing  was  fa  well 
managed,  that  his  ro>'al  highnefs  co'old  not  forbear  faving  to  the  admiral  at  din  • 
ner,  ••  If  ycur  excellency  had  paid  m©  a  vifit  *t  Tuirn,  I  could  fcarce  hkve 
*f  treatrd  yva  To  wclL" 

any 
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aby  force*  In  the  world,  except  EDgUlh  feamen.  Hie  Uie  gat 
laAt  Sir  John,  theo  only  captain,  Norris,  with  Ibaic  Qritiifa, 
and  one  Dutch  man  of  war,  failed  to  the  mouth  of  the  riTcr, 
imd  imbarldng  fix  huadred  feafncn,  and  marines,  in  open  boau, 
entered  it,  and  advanced  within  mu&et-lhot  of  the  encmy^ 
wortu,  making  fucb  a  terrible  fire  upon  them,  that  their  cavxl< 
ry,  and  many  of  thde  fool,  aftoraihed  at. an  attack  they  ocvcr 
fofpeAed,  began  to  quit  their  intrendimeats,  and  codki  not  be 
prevailed  upon  by  their  officers  to  return*. 

Sir  Cloudelley  Shovel,  who  ioHmred  Sir  John  Norris  to  the 
place  of  a£tion,  no  fooner  law  this  coofnfioD,  -than  he  ordered 
Sir  John  to  land  with  the  feamen  and  marine*,  in  order  to  flank 
the  enemy.  This  was  performed  with  fo  muAh  fpirit,  aad  Sir 
John  and  his  leamcn  Icampcred  oven  the  worka,  the  FrcDch 
thought  inacceflible,  fo  fuddeoly,  that  the  enemy,  ttradk  whh 
a  panic,  threw  down  their  arms,  and  fled  with  the  mnioft 
precipitaticii.  The  duke  of  Savoy  immediately  purfued  this  ad- 
vantage, and  in  a  lingle  half  hour  paffiMl  that  river,  which*  ia 
the  judgment  of  the  bell  officers  in  his  army,  had,  wtthootthis 
affiftance,  proved  the  m  p/iu  ultra  of  bis  expedition '. 

pn  the  ad  of  July*  his  royal  highneb,  and  prinee  Eugene, 
with  the  £ntiih  envoy,  and  Sir  John  Norris,  dined  again  oa 
board  the  adminal  \  aed  after  dinner,,  they  entered  into  a  con* 
ference,  wherein,  upon  mature  deliberation,  bis  royal  highaels 
was  pleafdd  to  declare,  that  Gncc  the  queen  of  Great  Britun 

• 

■  Lond.  Oh.  K".  4jit.  Complete  hilt,  of  Eunpt,  for  ifof,  p,  iij,  114, 
Mcmiiirci  hiDotiqiKi  cc  chronili|i)|U«(. 

•  It  mit  not  be  •mift  ta  die,  od  tht(  ikci£m>,  the  woriU  of  the  dlfpudt, 
reetired  fnini  the  confedmte  cimp,  Julf  i^i  N.  S.  it  ihef  ue  prtoted  In  rbl 
Land.  G.I,  N".  4jfi-  "  The  idaiiril  himfelf  followed  Sir  John  Nonii  l« 
"  ihc  pliGC  of  i4iu>n,  >ud  obfcTViflC  the  dilbrdet  of  ibe  e^mj,  canmtaitA 
"  liim  to  put  CO  tind,  ind  fljnl;  tbcm  in  their  intXDchoientk  Hit  okcn  i^ 
'•  vaiiced  in  fo  unjwnicd  ■  mannei,  tbu  the  enemy,  ftariof  to  be  famm^ 
"  ed,  uiircheil  oui  of  their  voifct,  ind  mired  with  gint  piecipltitiao.  Uia 
"  royjl  bighiKl'l  having  reuivcd  ttam  the  wliiiinl  4n  iceaunl,  tbit  wc  ven 
"  in  pofltflun  of  the  cnemjr'i  wotki,  oidercd  bU  troopi  to  pefi  ibe  river, 
"  which  tbey  •''<'  "i'l^  f°  B"''  eagerncCt,  lh«t  above  i  hundred  aeo  were  driTot 
"  down  bf  the  violcnie  of  the  flieim,  and  ten  of  them  drowned)  which  ww  tU 
"  the  loft  we  iullBi<ied,  in  farting  1  pifE,  where  we  expcQed  the  mod  vigaroM 
■<  opporitioii."— Thui    we    fee  thii    whole  aSiii  vu  cflcAed    bj   fin^ib 


OF    QjjEiii    ANN  E.    '  lit 

lie  could,  againft  the  arrival  of  Sir  John  Leake,  who  was 
fuming,  with  the  title  of  admiral  and  comtnander  in  chief; 
from  England.  It  may  not  be  amifs  tb'  obferye;'  that  this  year 
the  eoeitiy  had  a  confiderable  force  in  theJMediterrane^n,  which 
felieired  their  party  in  the  ifljlnd  of  Minorca,  and  did  Dtheir 
ifervices  in  thdfe  parts ;  blit  it  was  in  ti  manner  by  ftealth,  and 
in  the  abferice  of  onr  fleet.  Which;  as  the  reader  his  feen,  wai 
then  before  Toulon:  I  (hall  conclude  this  fubjcdt,  with  obfer- 
Ving,  that  how  ill  foever  out*  affairs  weht  in  Spaid,  it  was  owing 
Intirely  to  the  difputeS  andongft  oUr  land^officers,  and  the  mif* 
chiefs  and  fnifcarriages  indiiced  thereby  :  for^  at  fea,  all  things 
1/rent  well ;  biir  fleets  aiid  fqiiadrons  did  all  chat  could  be  ex- 
peAed  from  them,  ^iid  it  feemed  t6  be  btkr  niisfortuhe,  that  it 
Was  not  in  their  power  to  do  all  that  was  to  be  done*: 

If  it  had,  we  had  certainly  cairHed  Oor  fiointj  and  king  Phi* 
lip;  notwithftanding  all  the  great  fuccOurs  he  received  from  hi^ 
grandfather,  hid  been  obliged  to  quit  bis  preteniions  tb  Spaing 
and  the  Indies  ^  But,  as  bi (hop  Burnet  has  (hewn;  the  Au- 
(Irian  politics,  at  this  jun^fture;  fell  in  with  the  French ;  and 
yet  we  continued  to  ferve  that  auguft  hotife,  not  only  at 
the  expeiice  of  out  intereftj  but^  as  it  were,  in  fpke  of  their 
teeth". 

Before 

'  Complete  hiftoiy  of  Ear«pe|  for  170^.  Bnraet,  finrcbcl,  Oldmiiton^  an^ 
bils  of  qoeen  Anne»  &c. 

K  It  U  rruc;  many,  iodeed  mod  of  ihe  ancient  DoklUtf,  adhered  ifleadily  to 
king  Philip;  hot  (lill,  partly  from  the  mifunderftanding  between  the  kiogdomt 
and  principalities  which  compofe  the  Spanifh  monarchy,  the  fei^s  nmongfl  the 
grandees,  and  tHe  infinuatlont  of  feme  politicians,  that  as  they  became  JSoor* 
honites  only ,  to  prevent  the  difmembertng  the  dominioni  of  their  crown,  they 
might  turn  Auflrians  a^ain  if  they  fuiind,  this  the  only  way  of  compafling  thta 
end  j  there  was  a  ftrong  party  for  king  Charles  III.  who,  by  the  affiftance  of 
the  maritime  powers,  might  have  been  placed  add  kept  upoA  the  throne,  at 
lead  fbr  a  ieonfiderdb'e  time. 

u  As  this  Is  a  very  extraordinary  aflertion^  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  rite 
(ilhop  Bttrnet*s  own  words.  **  The  court  of  France,  finding  they  conld  not 
^'  prevail  on  the  king  of  Sweden,  made  a  pablk  application  to  the  Pope  for  hia 
'*  mediating  a  peace.  They  offered  the  dominions  in  Italy  to  king  Charles; 
^*  to  the  nates,  a  barrier  in  the  Hctherlands,  and  a  compenfation  to  the  dake 
**  of  Savoy,  for  the  wafte  made  in  his  country  ;  provided  that,  on  thofe  con* 
*'  diti^ns,  king  Philip  ihouU  keep  Spain,  and  the  Weft  Indi^.     It  was  thought 
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Bcht€  I  remm  to  the  confiderttkni  of  a  Am  nearer  haaye, 
it  will  be  ffOfer  to  fay  fiHnething  as  to  a  fearet  treaty  bet  weep 
Hie  quebi  of  Great  Britaia,  afid  king  Charfes  III.  of  Spm^ 
becaufe  that  was  the  real  {bitrce  of  fome  irery  great  ctents 
which  afterwards  haj^^ed,  though  there  is  rerj  fittle  mcBtkn 
made  of  ttOM  treaty  in  any  of  our  hiftortes.  Mr.  Stanhope^ 
afterwards  earl  Stanhope,  and  a  great  miaifter  here»  then  ma- 
n^gtd  her  majefty's  afiairs  with  king  Charles.  He,  nqN-efimtiog 
Ae  zeal  with  which  Great  Britaiii  had  always  fopported  Ms  Ca- 
tholic m^^eftyi  and  the  immenfe  expence  fhe  had  been  at,,  in  or- 
der to  eftabliih  him  on*  the  thrtme  of" his  anceAors,  prevailed  on 
hioiy-^lirtly  out  of  gratitude,,  and  partly  from  a  fenfe  of  the  ne* 
ceflity  he  &y  under  of  depending  ftillon  our  protcdion,  to  con* 
elude  fecretly  a  treaty  of  commeroe,  extremely  fiivoarable  far 
the  fubjeAs  of  Britain,^aad  whicfa,^  in  cafe  that  prince  had  been 
£rmly  eftabliflied  on  the  throne  of  Spain,  muft  quickly  have 
f  esmburfed  the  nation  all*  flbe  had  kid  out  for  the  fervice  of  his 
Catholic  Mafefty^ 

By  it,,  the  Englifh  alone  were  intruded  with  the  Barbary 
trade,*  and  were  to  import  into  aE  the  maritime  places  in  Spain,, 
fuch  kind  of  goods  from  tbence  as  (hould  appear  to  them  pro- 
per, and  without  paying  any  higher  duty,,  than  if  thofe  good^ 
were  aQually  the  growth  and  merchandize  of  Great  Britain. 
The  Englifli  merchants  refidiilg  in  Spain,  were  to  give  fecurity 
for  their  duties,  and  were  to  pay  them  ^x  months  after  thr 
goods  were  landed  and  fold.  A  new  book  of  rates  was  to  be 
eilablifhed,  by  Engiilh  and  Spanifli  commiffioncrs,  which  was 
not  ro  be  altered,  and  all  merchandizes  that  were  omitted  thcre^ 
in,  were  to  pay  fevcn  prr  cent  ad  valorem^  according  to  the 
invoice.  Thefe  advantages  were  in  themielres  very  great ;  bur 
there  were  ftill  greater  fccured  by  a  feparate  article,  in  which 
it  was  mutually  agreed,  that  the  whole  commerce  of  the  Spa- 
niih  Wefl  Indies  fhould  be  carried  on  by  a  joint  company  of 
Spanifli  and  Briti&  merchants :  but  becaufe  this  oould  not  be 


**  the  court  of  Vienna  wlfhtd  this  proje^  might  be  entertiiaed ;  but  the  other 
•*  allies  were  fo  difgnfted  at  it,  that  they  made  do  fleps  cowards  it.  The  court 
of  Vienna  did  what  they  could  to  confound  the  deftgns  of  this  campaign,  for 
they  ordered  a  detachment  of  twefve  thoofand  men  to  march  from  the  amy 
'*  into  I^ombaffdy,  to  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  (re,** 

immediately 
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'imsiediatdy  carried  into  execudon,  fince  Spam  and  the  Indies 

^9fere  then  in  the  hands  of  king  PhQip,  it  was  further  ftipola- 

Tted,  (as  far  as  king  Charles  Goutd  amfent)«  that  her  Britannie 

anajefty  fhould,  for  the  prefenti  trade  ^Feoty  in  aU  the  ports  of 

tthe  Weft  IndieS)  arith  ten  (hips^  each  of  the  burden  of  five 

hundred  tons,  under  the  efcori  of  as  many  ifaips  of  war  as  her 

majefty  fheuld  tUnk  proper.    France  was  to  be  for  ever  ex^ 

abided  from  this  commerce ;  and  if^  at  any  'dme  afterwards, 

either  of  the  contraAing  parties  ihould  dq>art  from  this  agree* 

4Xient,  then  they  were  to  forfeit  all  the  adimocages  granted 

<tbem  by  this  tvealy  $  wjiich  was  figned  the  tenth  of  July* 

1 707,  by  the  mioiflen  of  his  Catholic  majefty^  and  Mr.  Stan* 

hopc''. 

The  perfen  who  was  intrufted  to  rarry  this  important  treaty 
to  London,  imbapked,  for  the  greater  expedition^  on  board  a 
icnali  veflcl  bound  for  Genoa,  which  veffd  was  unluckily  taken 
by  a  French  privaiteer^  The  expre&t  as  is  ufual  in  fuch  cafes^ 
threw  his  mail  overboard;  but  the  French  captain  promifing  a 
iConfiderable  reward,  in  cafe  it  could  be  recovered,  a  negro  flave 
undertook  to  dive,  and  bring  it  up ;  which  he  performed,  and 
it  was  immediately  tranfmiued  to  the  mar-quis  de  Torci,  the 
French  kin^s  minifter  for  foreign  affairs,  who  took  care  to  fend 
a  copy  of  it,  very  fpeedily,  to  the  Hague,  where  it  made  a 
great  impref&on  on  the  ftates-generai,  though  they  did  not 

**  Some  people  htve  alleged  to  4oiibt,  whether  (bn'e  ever  was  fnch  a  treaty 
9ft  thU;  but  that  waaoiily  «K  a  time  when  thefc  was  a  necdlity  of  keeping  it 
^acnx,  Do&ot  Swift,  who  wrote  the  coaduA  of  the  allies,  and  who  had  at 
g«iod  light!  ai  asy  writer  of  that  time,  fayi  a  little  difingenioufly.  '*  Our  trade 
-**  »ith  Spain  was  referred  the  fame  way;  bat  this  they  will  pretend  to  be 
'*  of  BO  confe^uence,  becatife  that  kingdom  was  to  be  onder  the  houfe  of  An- 
**  ftria,  and  we  have  already  made  a  treaty  with  king  Charles.  I  have  indeed 
**  heard  of  a  treaty  made  by  Mr.  Stanhope  with  that  prince,  for  fettling  oar 
**  commerce  with  Spain:  biit^  whatever  it  were,  there  ^as  another  between 
**  OS  and  Holland,  which  wene  hand  in  hand  wlthiL  f  mean  that  of  the  bar- 
**  rfor,  wherein  a  claufe  was  inicrted',  by  which  all  advantages  propofed  for 
^  Britain,  are  10  be  in  common  with  Holfauid.**  Swift's  mifceUanies,  vol.  ili. 
p.  )•  The  obfervatioo  I  woold  make.  Is,  that  the  f»Ot  here  laid  down,  is  by 
no  means  irve  j  the  batrier  treaty,  and  this  with  Spain,  coold  not  be  carried  on 
logcther,  (ince  ihe  one  was  figncd  the  10th  of  July,  1707,  and  the  other  on  the 
^chof  O^ber,  1709.  As  to  the  treaty  itfelf,  the  iti<|ui(itive  reader  may,  if 
^  pl^ea^  eonfuli  i^amberri,  vol.  iv.  p^  59s. 
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think  £t  to  complaio  of  it,  but  contented  themielires  whli  p^ 
ving,  as  far  '<is  they  were  able,  fuch  a  turn  to  the  war,  as  migbt 
render  it  beneficial  to  themfelyes  %  ^nd  eyer  after  ailiflcd  his 
Catholic  majefty  but  coolly,  an4  iH>  farther,  thsm  they  were  ob- 
liged by  treaty. 

It  was  afterwards  converted  into  9  rcakn  for  concluding  a 
negociation,  very  favourable  to  their  trade,  with  the  Datch, 
wherein,  amongft  other  things,  it  was  agreed,  that,  vriiatcver 
advantages  we  (hould  obtain  from  Spain,  the  Dutch  {hoold  en- 
joy the  like  j  \yhich  treaty,  if  it  was  evw  intended  fliould  be 
fairly  executed,  would  have  been  very  injurious  to  ns^  finer, 
while  we  bore  the  whole  burden  of  the  war,  it  wpuld  have  ta- 
ken from  us  all  hopes  of  recom  pence  after  a  peace,  fince  to. 
lliarc  the  SpaniOi  trade  with  the  Dutch  by  treaty,  was  very  lit- 
tic  better  than  agreeing  to  give  it  up  ^o  them  ip  a  fliprt  ipacc  of 
time*. 

This  fecrct  negociatioo  h^d  R,i\^  farther  conie^uences,  fince 
it  gave  the  French  an  opportunity  of  fuggefting,  in  a  (eparate 
treaty,  that  article  upon  which  the  8puth-Sea  company  is 
founded,  and  without  the  afliftance.  of  \^hich,  the  intelligent 
part  of  mankind  know  very  w^ell  the  peace  of  Vtrecht  could 
never  have  been  made,  or  the  public  debts  brought  into  tba( 
Situation  in  which  we  now  find  them ".  From  thefe  remarks 
on  fecret  treaties,  let  us  return  now  to  the  op^n  operations  of 
the  war. 

At  the  time  that  our  fleets  were  every  where  fupcrior  to 
thofe  of  the  enemy,  our  trade  fuffered  in  almoft  all  parts  of  th^ 
worl^d,  by  their  fmall  fquadrons  of  men  of  war,  as  well  as  pri- 


'  T  have  here  irtempted  to  expbin  the  matter,  ai  it  appears  to  me,  ^irlf , 
and  uaturally,  by  making  part  of  the  barrier  treaty  a  copreqoeiice  of  the  Dntck 
being  acquaini<>d  with  our  (ecret  tnatj  $  ihoagh,  perhaps,  at  the  negodaii  >q 
of  the  barrier  treaty,,  h  might  not  be  mentioned  in  dircA  terms.  For  the  af- 
fairs  of  our  roinirtry  began  then  to  be  pretty  moch  perplexed^  and  the  nataral 
coafequence  was,  the  confidering  their  own  fapport,  more  than  the  intereft  of 
the  nation ;  which  is  the  cafe  with  every  declining  miuiftry,  and  has  been  more 
fatal  CO  us,  than  all  the  efforts  of  our  enemies. 

y  In  my  lad  note,  I  have  ^  little  digrcfled  in  point  of  tim«,  and  therefore  I 
miiJT  refer  ihe  reader  for  the  verificaiion  of  (hit;  fa^,  to  what  I  IhsU  be  obligfd 
hereafter  to  fiy,  in  rcfpeft  to  the  caufes  and  confequences  of  the  treaty  of 
V.wechr,  in  Vkhich  1  (hail  take  particular  notice  of  this  ariiclc. 
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pieces.  This,  though  it  fell  heavily  upon  us>  was  a  plain  proof 
of  the  weaknefs  of  the  French  power ;  fince  it  never  can  be 
conceived,  that  fo  haughty  a  prince  as  Le^is  XIV.  would  have 
ftooped  to  this  piratical  way  of  carrying  on  the  wart  if  he  could 
l)ave  maintained  it  in  a  manner  ipore  honourable  *. 

Sir  Thomas  Hardy,  who  had  commanded  a  fquadron  in  the 
Soundings  a  year  before,  and  who  bad  this  year  been  eptiployed 
qn  the  coafl  of  Ireland,  to  proted  the  Eaft  India  fleet,  was, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  July,  ordered  ^o  efcort  the 
JLifbon  irade.  Sir  Thomas,  purfuant  to  this  order,  failed  with 
the  fquadron  under  his  comcnand,  and  the  ot)tward*bpund  mer-r 
chanumen.  Dut  being  feveral  times  forced  back  by  contrary 
Viods,  it  was  the  ayth  of  Auguft,  1707,  before  they  got  ninety- 
three  leagues  off  the  Lizard.  About  half  an  hour  after  two 
that  afternoon,  captain  Kirktown,  in  the  Ctcfiance,  who  was 
in  the  rear  of  the  fleet,  made  the  fignal  of  feeing  Gx  fai], 
which  being  aifo  feen  about  three,  right  a-'.lern  from  the  maft-» 
bead  of  the  I^ent,  Sir  Thomas  Hardy  brought  to  for  the  rear^ 
that  were  a  great  way  off,  and  fpread  very  much,  to  come  up 
with  the  b,od]r  of  the  fleet,  confiding  in  all  of  above  fwo  bun* 
4redfail\ 

Between 

■  This  condn^  of  the  French  king,  in  the  Gtuadon  hii  i0*airs  were  then  in, 
we  mod  allow  to  be  extremeiy  prodcnt.  He  found,  that  fitting  put  great  fleets 
waa  an  expence  he  could  not  bear }  that  the  allies  were  too  (trong  for  him  a( 
^  Tea,  and  therefore  it  was  requificc  to  emplof  fliipf  in  fome  other  method,  for 
bis  own  fervice,  and  his  lubjeAs  advantage,  which  put  bioi  upon  lending  his 
oien  of  war  to  f^ch  merchants  as  were  willing  to  fit  them  out  for  privateers ; 
and  the  fc^uadroo^  of  Forbvi,  ao4  Goal  Trouia,  were  equipped  on  this  acn 
count. 

«  Sir  X^ooi'i**  orders  were  dated  the  ad  of  Julf,  1707,  and  by  them  he 
was  direOrd  to  convoy  ^11  the  ootward-bouod  (hips  that  were  ready  to  fail,  an4 
fee  them  fafe  about  lao  leagues  beyond  the  Land's- end,  and  then  to  detach  with 
them  fome  men  of  war,  under  ibe  command  of  captain  Kirktown ;  and  him* 
£elf,  with  the  reft  of  the  (hips  under  his  command,  to  cruize  in  fuch  ftation. 
or  nations,  as  Qiould  be  thought  (upon  advifing  with  the  feveral  captains  with 
him)  tho  mod  proper  for  meeting  with,  and  proteAing  the  homeward*bound 
Liih30  trade.  This  order  further  direded,  that  in  cafe  Sir  Thomas  Hardy 
iKouM,  in  his  palHge  from  Spithead  into  the  Soundings,  get  figbt  of  the  fqua* 
dron  of  French  Ihipt,  (which  had  been  lately  feen  oiT  the  Lizard),  he  was 
/orthwith  to  detach  captain  Kirktown  from  him  on  bis  voyage  to  lifboa,  as  bei* 

fore 
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Between  three  and  four  oVloeky  Siv  Tbbai«6  Hardy  percci* 
!Ping,  that  the  &%  £ril  csun«  vp  with  ktn  ^zeCf  notwitliftuii- 
ing  it  was  tittle  wind,  and  thereby  judgiag  they  aii^^  be  ieck- 
«r9j  made  the  Ggiial  for  the.  fliips  that  were  ta  conckuie  whk 
^Imi  to  chace  to  windward,  and  alio  chaeed  bimfelf  with  tbeoi 
both  to  prevent  th^ie  ftx  fail-'from  taking  feme  «f  ibe  beavy 
fellers^  and  to  tiy  to  cotne  up  with  them,  in  cafe  they  were 
enemies.  About  five>  the  fix  &il  were  feen  from  the  Kent's 
<}eck,  making  all  the  fail  they  couM  before  the  wind  after  the 
fleet.  Soon  after  they  ftortened  fail,  and  brovght  to,  to  ipeik 
with  one  another;  whereupon,  Sir  TlioaEMS  Hardy  brlieriog 
them  to  be  the  French  A|uadron«  mentioned  in  bis  orders,  oMde 
the  fignal  tor  the  Lifi>on  fleet  to  part,  whilft  he,  with  his  own 
fquadron,  continued  to  chace  to  windward  the  enemy,  who  bad 
formed  thcmfelves  in  a  line  of  battle.  About  ^,  the  fix  fai} 
bore  away,  ^nd  ftoed  to  the  eaftward  of  him,  and  he,  with 
his  fquadron,  tacked  after  them,  ai>d  continoed  the  chaee  til 
near  feven  c^clock;  but  then  confidertng  that  it  was  almoft 
flight,  that  the  fix  fail  were  then  hauled  to,  and  almoft  io  the 
wind's  eye,  be  faw  no  jprobabiiity  of  coming  up  ivith,  or  keep- 
ing fight  of  them,  it  being  little  wind;  and,  therefbrr,  he 
made  the  fignal  for  the  captains  with  him,  to  adyife  with  them 
according  to  bis  orders*  The  rcfult  of  this  confultation  (which 
was  figned  by  fourteen  captains)  was,  that  Sir  Tbomaa  Hardy 
ibould  leave  off  chace ;  and,  left  the  enemy,  fiippofed  to  be 
Guai  Trouia's  fquadron,  of  whofe  ftrength  he  was  informed 
by  a  letter  from  the  admiralty,  dated  the  ^ih  of  July,  1707, 
Ihould  pais  by  him  in  the  night,  and  fall  upon  the  trade,  which 
could  not  be  pfote£led  by  the  convoys  dir; ded  to  be  left  with 
them;  all  the  captains  unanimouily  agreed,  that  it  was  for  her 
majefty's  fervice,  to  bear  away,  and  k^ep  company  with  the 
Liibon  fleet,  till  they  got  1 20  leagues  at  leaft  from  the  L^adV 
end,  according  to  his  royal  highnefs's  order. 

Sir  Thomas  H^rdy  complied  with  their  advice,  and  faw  all 
the  fleet  fafe  as  far  as  he  was  direded.    £ut,  upon  the  comr 

fore  dirr^cd  {  ^nd  he,  with  the  rcfl  of  the  (hips  under  hii  coomuid,  to  ^ive  chace 
to,  and  ufe  hit  utmoft  endeavour*  to  come  up  with,  aod  ukt  and  deftr«y  the  laid 
/hipi  of  the  encmf ;  hat  if  he  found  that  be  could  not  coqte  up  with  (hem,  h« 
^%  10  itcx.i  iu  tl-s  Soandjoes,  a*  before  ^rc(ici^ 

phiut 
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ptainf  of  Tome  naercbafits,  fisrinifing  tbat  Sir  Thomas  Hardy  lad 
not  chaced  the  fix  fail  of  French  mea  of  war,  a  court  •martial 
was  ordered  to  examine  his  conda£t  therein*    This  coiut^  fat* 
ving  fifted  evetj  circuaftaiKe  of  this  affair,  and  beard  the  prin* 
cipal  officers  of  the  fqoadron  upon  tbch-  oaths,  declared  their 
opinion  to  be,  that  Sir  Thomas  Hardy  had  complied  with  hi^ 
royal  bdgfmeia  tbe  lord  higb-adsiiraFs  orders^  both  with  regard 
to  the  chacing  the  cnemy>  and  alfo  tlie  protedliilg  the  trade  i 
mnd  accordinglyt  tbc  conrc  did  acquit  the  iaid  Sir  Thomas  Har- 
dy, firom  the  charge  brought  againft  him.    '1  here  never  was,, 
{>erhaps,  a  more  juft  fentenee  than  this,  or  .prononnced  upon 
foUer  evidence,  and  yet  Sir  Thomas  Hardy  bad  his  condudk 
caiiTaffxl  afterwards  in  every  pla^  where  it  was  poflible  to  call 
k  in  queAion ;  which,  in  fpite  of  all  the  prejudices  that  pre« 
▼ailed  at  that  time,  turned  very  much  to  his  advantage  \  for  be 
not  only  efcaped  all  cenfure,  but  contimied  to  be  employed, 
and  acquired  greater  honour  from  the  cleiwing  up  this  charge^ 
than  be  could  have  done  by  barely  convoying  the  fleet,  if  no 
fuch  accident  had  ha|>pened  \ 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  April,  a  large  fleet  of  fhips  bound 
for  Portugal,  and  the  Weft  Indies,  and  making  in  all  a  fleet  of 
fifty-five  fail>  had  a  convoy  appointed  ihem,  confifting  of  three 
mfn  of  war,  the   Royal  Oak,  of  76  guns^  captain  Baroo 


fr  'The  |>refi<tcnt  of  this  coondl  of  war,  wi»  Sir  John  Leake,  Rnt.  vice  ad* 
aniralof  the  white.  It  was  held  00  board  her  majefly's  (hip  the  A^bcmarlfy 
Oflobcr  10,  1707,  in  Porcfmoutb  harbour  j  aod  the  caprains  who,  with  rho' 
prefident,  figned  h'n  acquitcal,  were,  Hovenden  Wiilker,  Htnry  Lumlev,  Ste* 
phen  -Mart^,  T.  Meade,  Henry  Gore,  Charted  Stewarr,  J.  Paol.  After  this, 
fhe  pMcetdfngt  were  bid  before  the  ^aeen  in  ooBocil,  when  all  was  beard  ove* 
Hgatn,  bat  nothing  appeared  which  could  any  way  impeach  the  hooour  of  Sir 
Thooias  Hardy,  or  the  officers  who  ac^iirted  him  ;  however^  to  oblige  the 
merchant?,  the  feDtenec  was  tratifmitted  to  (he  admiralty,  and  there  it  was  exs- 
flitned  before  his  royal  highnefs  the  lord  hi^h^admiral,  and  the  following  flag- 
.officen,  admiral  Churehil},  Sir  Stafllbrd  F4trborne,  Sir  John  Leake,  Sir  Geo^ 
ByiTg,  Sir  John  Morris,  and  Sir  James  Wtfbart,  who  all  approved  the  fcncence 
of  the  Odh-t-marti^l,  and  gave  their  opinion  under  ihcir  hands.  One  would 
haYe  imagined,  that  here  the  thing  mufl  hare  ended,  but  it  ditf  not ;  for  as  foon 
as  the  hou(e  of  commons  fat,  a  morion  was  made,  that  Sir  Thomas  Hardy  fhon\d 
attend  ^  which  he  did,  aod  gave  Co  clear  an  aocooitt  of  hit  condofl,  that  the 
very  memberr  who  !Tad  promifed  to  fupparv  the  coi^pluint;  delircd  it  might  be 
lUfiffil^-d. 


W>lrff^ 
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WylJe>  commander  and  commodore ;  the  Grafron>  of  70  gw; 
captain  Edward  Afionj  the  Hampton -Court,  of  70  guns,  cap- 
tain George  Clements.  They  failed  oil  the  firft  of  Mav,  fmm 
the  Downs,  and  fell  in,  on  the  fecond,  with  the  Dunkirk  fqsa- 
dron,  commanded  b^  M.  Forbini  confifttng  bf  ten  tnen  of  war^ 
^  frigatej  and  four  privateers.  The  commodore  d'rci^  five  of 
the  ftouteft  merchant-(hip$  into  the  line,  and  fought  braveif 
two  hours  and  a  half  ^  but  then^  captain  A£lon  being  kiUcd, 
and  his  (hip  taken;  and  the  Hampton^Court  fobn  {haring  the 
fame  fate,  after  having  funk  the  Saliibury,  then  in  the  hands  of 
the  French,  by  her  fide  \  the  commodore  thought  proper  to 
fhift  for  himfelf  as  well  as  he  could,  which  it  ^as  not  very  -cafy 
for  him  to  do,  as  he  was  immediately  attacked  by  three  bf  the 
largeft  French  men  of  war^  and  had  eleven  ftet  water  in  his 
hold.  He  difengaged  himfelfj  notwithllahding,  and  with  great 
difficulty  ran  oh  Ihbre  neat  Dungeneflc,  from  whentc  he  fcon 
got  off,  and  brought  hid  (hip  into  the  Downs.  But  while  the 
men  of  war  were  thus  engaged,  the  lighted  of  the  enemy's 
frigates,  and  their  privateers,  took  one  and  twenty  of  our  mer* 
chant-fhipi,  and  carried  them^  whh  the  two  iacti  bf  war,  into 
Dunkirk. 

The  moft  extrabrdinairy  thing  that  happched  in  this  engage- 
inentj  was  the  conduA  of  a  midfhipman,  on  board  the  Hamp^ 
ton-Court,  who,  while  the  enemy  were  employed  irt  plunder, 
ing  the  (hip,  conveyed  captain  Clements^  who  was  mortally 
wounded  ih  the  belly,  into  the  long-boat,  into  whith  him- 
felf, and  feven  of  the  failors  crept  through  the  port- holes, 
and  concealed  thcmfelves,  as  well  as  they  could,  under  the 
thouls;  The  enemy,  in  the  mean  time,  driving  with  the  flood, 
when  they  thought  thcmfelves  at  a  fufHcicnt  diftahce,  they  fell 
to  their  oars,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to  get  into  Rye  har- 
bour on  the  third  of  May^.  This  affair  made  a.  very  great 
noife,  the  merchants  affirming,  that  there  was  time  enough 
fur  the  admiralty  to  have  alcquainted  commodore  Wylde, 
that  the  Dunkirk  fquadron  was  at  fea ;    which,  in  all  pro^ 

*  Sre  the  Loud.  G-2.  N®.  43:^.     Mtfcufe  btftoriqae  er  pdliriqut;  ta»e  «Bt 
pff53.  6^4. 

bability, 


iii»i   — 
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babillcyt  might: have  enabled  him  to  have,  efcaped  tii&  niisfor*- 

'  The  French,  according  fo  their' ufual  cuftom^.  magnified  this 
fucce'fs  of  tbci^s  ckcefEvely ;.  for  the^  aflcrted,  that  .befides  the 
three  men  of  war^  there  was  a  frigate  of  forty  guns  fent  to 
ftrengthen  the  convof,  and  that  the  fleet  of  merchant-men 
cenfifted  offourfcore  fail,  of  which  tHey  took  twenty-two,  and 
made  i  doc  prisoners.  In  Forbin's  niembirs,  we  Have  fome 
very  extraordinary  circumftances  i  fdch  ais,  that  he  engaged  the 
commodore  himfelfi  and  killed  him  with  a  miiiket4hot  through 
a  poruhole, :  while  -he  was  givmg  fa*is  orders  fwt)rd  ib  hand, 
between  decks,  and  afterwards  made  himfelf  mafter  of  his 
fhip ;  id  ii^hich,  as  we  have  ften,  there  is  not  one  word  of 
truths  and  all  that  can  be  (aid  in  excufe  of  the  French  relation 

* 

is^  that  Mr.  Forbm  miftookthe  Hamptdn<-Court  for  the  com- 
modore. 

All  the  French  relations,  howeVer,  do  us  the  juftice  to  own, 
that  our  captvua  behaved  extremely  well,  and  that  their  yvEtory 
coft  them  yerj^dear.  The  French  kiog,.  as  foon  as.he  had  ad- 
vice of  thisi  cngagtoent,  promoted  M.  Fol'bin  to  the  rank  of 
.chef 'd'elcadfCf  and  gave  him  Hkewift  the  title  of  count  *^,  which 
be  foon  after,  mierited  by  an.  extraordinary  exploit,  of  which  we 
ai'c  next  fo  g\H  an  account. 

The  Rulfia  fle^t. being  this  yisar  very  numerous,  and  very 
richly  laden,  Sir  Benjamin  Ayloffe,  being  then  governor,  and 

'  Thefe  faAi  depexid  apon  the  rcprefeotattons  made  hj  the  mcrchaDts  to 
parliament,  in  the  eitfoing  feilton,  and  the  anrwer  to  that  reprefentation,  by 
the  oooDcU  of  the  lord  high-admirsl,  in  hit  royal  htghnefs*i  name.  It  if,  I 
think,  not  a  little  improbable^  that  the  admiralty  fhoold  have  ally  treacherous 
defign  ;  bnt  there  U  nothing  more  likely,  than  that  ibme  under  officers  of  that 
board,  might  fend  copies  of  letters,  orders  for  convoys,  and  fuch  like  pa- 
pers, at  the  hazard  of  their  necks ;  as  the  very  fame  year  Gregg  did  from  the 
fecictary's  office,  for  which  he  faffered  at  Tyburn,  and  people  very  nnjuAIy 
afperfed  his  mafter. 

^  Hiftoire  miiitaire,  tome  v.  p.  tfS.  P.  Daniel,  p.  144.  Forbin's  memoirs. 
In  ibme  of  the/e  relations,  the  number  of  pri(bners  is  computed  at  zioo,  and 
the  value  of  the  prises  at  5,000,000  livres,  that  is  about  150,000!.  Sterling | 
which  is  a  little  incredible,  confidering  they  took  fo  few  (hipS}  but,  u  the  French 
bad  nothing  to  confole  tl^em  for  their  mighty  loflei,  but  thefe  little  advan* 
tages  at  fea,  we  need  not  at  all  wonder,  that  they  took  fo  much  paiw  to  magnify 
them* 

Vol.  III.  T  (bme 
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ibme  other  princqnd  merchants^  applied  tbemfelvca  to  die  ad- 
miralty,  in  order  to  know  what  convoy  they  might  expe&i  and 
pirticulariy  took  nMce  of  the  ^pprehenfioos  they  were  under, 
iront  theiEbnkirk  (quadron  ;.  they  viere  tddf  thai  they  fhoaU 
have  one  fourth^  and  tvb  fifth  Tat e9,  with  which  tbcy  wcit 
rery  much  diiTaitisfied.  To  make  ebem  in  fonn^  meafure  eafy» 
Sir  William  Wbeiilone. had. orders  tq  convoy  them  beyond  the 
iflandff  .of  .Shetland  ^p  Accordingly  the  fleet,  coafifting  of  abo«t 
£(ty  merdiant-men,,failbd»  and  were  aSually  coiMoycd,  as  bt 
^s  his  tnfimflioiis  dir^efVed,  by  admiral  Whetftdne»  who  kfc 
Iheni  abotit  three  wjoeks  before  fhey  were  takcn,^  to  proceed  on 
their  voyage,  under  their  proper  convoy. 
•  Some  time  after  captain  Haddock,  who  commanded,  made  a 
iignal  of  his  feeing  eleven  fail  of  the  enemy^  fhips,  which  font 
of  the  fleet  not  regarding,  hut  trufting  to  their  good  iailitigy  fif- 
teen of  them  fell  into  the  enemy's  hand,  off  the  ifland  of  Kildine, 
€m  the  coaft  of  Lapland,  on  the  1 1  th  of  July;  and  the  re(V  of  the 
fieet,  con£(lmg  t>f  about  ferty  (hips,  with  their  coftvoy  of  three 
men  of  war,  by  the  favour  of  a  hard  gale,  and  a  thick  feg, 
got  into  Archangel'.  The  aeeounts  we  have  of  this  afiair 
are  remarkably  dark  and  embarrafred>  whSch  w^e  calcinated, 
prDbabfy,  to  juiftify  the  conduA-of  the  priiMe-s  council,  ood  ad- 
miral Whctflone,  who  were  much  complaimod  of;  bat  the 
French  acconms  are  clc^T^r,  though  si  linle  exaggoated* 


f  Lond.  Gaz.  N°.  4357*     Pointer**  chronological  hiftoriaxi,  voL  ii.  p.  $7^ 

lileraire  iiHtortqQc  eft  politique,  tome  xlif^.  p.  330. 

S  Ope  c^taln  h^cnyon,  cotimaiider  of  the  fliip  NcnyMi  apd  Bayamio, 
made  oacb  before  the  houfe  of  lords^  that,  on  or  about  the  pih  of  July,  ifort 
his  (bip,  with  ticven  or  twelve  others,  were  anfortunately  taken  in  ibeir  voyage 
to  Ai'changel,  by  the  chevalier  Forbio%  fquadron,  confilUog  of  fevcn  Freoch 
niips  of  war;  that  his  fliip  i|ras  the  fir(l  taken,  kiid  he  wu  iqmiediately  carried 
on  board  For  bin,  who  demanded  of  biniy  what  nnmber  of  dipt  for  convoy 
the  Englini,  bound  for  Archangel,  had  with  them.  He  anfwered,  twelve  Ail  : 
Co  which  Forbin  replied,  he  fpake  what  was  faHe ;  for  there  were  only  three 
ihfps  of  war,  convoy  to  the  £ngii(h  fleet :  Forbin  then  declaring,  that  be  knew 
admiral  "Wlietflone,  with  his  fquadron,  came  no  farther  than  the  ifle  of  Shetland, 
znd  then  returned  back  again.  This  made  a  great  noife,  and  the  more  fo,  becanfe 
admiral  Whet  ft  one  was  a  man  not  beloved,  and  people  were  very  dcfirous  of 
fixing  an  imputation  upon  him,  in  order  to  get  him  laid  afide;  boc  it  docs  not 
upl^car^  that  in  this  inHaoce  they  carried  their  point. 

According 
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Accondinj;  to  tbeni)  M.  Forbia  failed  again  from  Dunkiilct 
ott  the  laft  of  May,  with  the  fame  iquadron;  and  on  the  i  ith 
of  JvAff  perceiving  the  Engliih  fleet,  he  rmmediately  fell  ia*. 
with  them»  took  mneccea  fail;  biit  being  too  far  from  any  poF£ 
of  France,  to  think  of  carrying  them  in  with  iafety,  he  firft 
unloaded,  and  then  burnt  them.   In  the  meoEioirs  which  go  un- 
der his  oamt)  the  matter  is  carried  ftiil  Auther ;  for  he  aflerts^ 
that  he  took  twenty,  of  which  he  burnt  fifteen;  that,;  after*, 
urards,  he  took  four  more,  amd  when  they  got  into  the  harbour 
of  Kildine,  he  likewife  took  four,  and  burnt  eighteen;  but 
he  agvees,  that  foon  after  be  defiroyed  all   his   prizes,  and 
computes  the  value  of  the  goods-  be  preienred  to  i  ,200^000 
Uvres. 

I  fufpefi:  there  is  fome  confufion  and  miftake  in  tfaefe  ac<- 
couiits,  becaufe  I  find,  that  on  the  firft  of  Auguft  following,  he 
deftroyed  the  Duteh  homeward-bourkl  fleet  from  Archangel  ^ 
smd  as  father  Daniel  computes  the  (liips  taken,  and  burnt,  in 
both  enterprises,  at  forty  fail,  I  am  inclined  to  think  him 
nearer  the  truth  than  any  of  the  reft'*.  .  On  the  return  of  the 
Dunkirk  fquadron,  count  Forbin  received  orders  to  join  that 
which  bad  been  fitted  out  from  Brei^,  under  the  command  of 
M«  du  Guai  Trouin,  which  be  accordingly  did,  on  the  8th  of 
O£lober. 

In  the  latter  end  of  Auguft,  there  was  a  great  fleet  ready 
for  Li&on,  having  on  board  provifions,  military  ftores,  and 
upwards  of  a  thoufand  horfes,  for  the  king  of  Portugal's  fer« 
vice.  The  merchants  were  extremely  uneafy  on  the  head  of  a 
convoy.  They  obferved,  that  fo  many  (hips  had  been  taken 
in  performing  the  voyage  to  Portugal,  that  it  not  oAly  affeflcd 
the  commerce,  but  the  reputation  of  this  kingdom,  and  obliged 
the  Portuguese  to  fend  their  orders  for  com  even  againft  their 
will  into  Holland ;  for  this  reafoo,  they  eameftly  infifted,  that 

h  RIftotre  irUita:re,  tome  V.  p.  4^7.  \P.  Daniel,  p.  14;.  Daring  th^ 
whole  war,  the  maritime  powers  fulfercd  ezceilively,  in  the  Biltic,  where,  aU 
mofteverjr  yrtr,  the  Dunkirk  fqtridrob  made  many  prizei;  and  this,  at  lafl, 
(teeriDioed  the  Dutch  to  keep  a  conflant  force  in  thofe  feas,  as  long  as  the 
weather  would  permit,  rightly  jadging,  that  no  expea^e  eontd  he  too  great 
for  the  protection  of  their  trade,  and  preferring  thefr  rrpuiailon  as  a  maritime 
power. 

Y  2  fuch 
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it  be  given  them,  upon  this '  occafion,  at 
in  fo  great  a  fleet,  (for  there  were  no  fever 
d  thiny  me^hant-men),  and  thereby  rc- 
iiboD ;  and,  in  confeqnence  of  it,  our  con 
en  in  a  great  nteafnrc  divcncd  into  ochei 

ft  yearsi. 

ioD*  were  \ty  no  means  pleafiag  to  the  ad- 
iral  Cburcbill,  the  duke  of  ^ariborough's 
cxprd&d  the  fenfe  of  his  royal  highne&'s 
drew  oil  him&If  the  meichaots  difpleainre 
:. '  (le  told  them,  upod  thia  occaSoor  that 
hed  ^*(th  M  fgeedy  iud  as  flrong  a  oonroy 
trovided  for  them  i  yet  it  io  fell  out,  that 
eptcmber  before  this  coftvoy  was  ready  to 
F  the  Cumberland,  captain  Richard  £d- 
in^; 'the  DevonOiire,  <tf  the  fame  force; 
ereniy-lix  i  the  Chefter  and  Ruby,  each  of 
fay  the  trut|ii  the  Cheftcr  and  ^nby  wcrr, 
he  c4nvoy  j  for  the  other  three  Qiips  were 
fifty  leagues  beyond  Scilfy.  The  fleet  did 
of  Qflober,  and  on  the  toth,  they  fell  io 
f  count  Forbid  and  M,.  du  Goal  Troaio, 

at  lead  twelve  £«il  of  line>of-t>attIe  fhips. 
1  themrdvct  in  a  line,  and  thereby  gave  the 
opportunity  of  cfcaping.  M.  da  Goai  at- 
and,  about  twelve  at  noonj  and  with  the 
cr  Qiips,  after  in  obllinate  difpute,  Csirricd 
e  defended  herfelf,  for  a  long  time,  againd 
ng  againA  five  French  fhips  i  but  then,  by 
h  will  remain  for  ever  unknown,  took  fire, 
sniy,  out  of  nine  hundred  treft,  elcaped  { 
e  a  vigorous  rcHllancc,  and  having  fct  the 
ttacked  her,  and  was  coinoianded  by  M.  de 

r  the  ynr  ■  ]al,  p.  411.  At  ihrt  period  the  mercbaiiti 
:  idmirtJtr  I  •ad  it  /ome  iflmiiili  nre  dilUktil,  m4 
t'l  council  iKtunllf  araiofe,  there  ortq'  viated  fKl 

i(]iie,  tome  xUii.  p.  sfS,  SST- 

Bearnois, 
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Bearnoisy  pa  fiee»  gpt  Me  into  Kinglale  harbour;  the  count  de 
Forbin  took  the  Chefter,  and  meffieurs  de  Courfcrat  and  d^ 
Nefjnond  tool  the 'Ruby.     As  for  the  Liibon  fleet,  they  very 
prudently  laVedftbemfelyes  during  the  engagement;  hik  the 
][teach'iiaade  »  pfodigpous  boaftiiig'of  the  men  of  war  thqr  had 
taken,  tlK>ugh  the  difpute  was  fo  Tery  unequal,  and  though  in 
cffcOt  the  convoy  did  all  that  co^ld  be  expefted  from  them,  by' 
fecaring  the  merchsmts  at  their  own  cxpence  K 
'  It  16  certain,  that  misfortunes  like  thefe  are  great  enough  in 
themfelves;  and,  therefore,  there  is  no  heed  of  exaggerating 
them^  either  at  the  dme  they  happen,  or  in  fuch  wprk^  as  are 
written  on  fubje£^s  which  oblige  their  authors  to  tranfmit  ac- 
counts of  them  x6  pofterity.     Yet,  fomething  of  this  fort  there 
fecms  to  be,  in  the  following  paifage  from  biOiop  Burnet"", 
which  I  tranfcribe  in  his  own  words,  and  at  large,  that  I  may 
iiot  be  fufpefked  of  partiality.     "  A  convoy  of  five  (hips  of  the 
^<  line  of  battle,  was  fent  to  Bortugal,  to  guard  a  great  fleet  of 
"  merchant  fiups,  and  they  were  ordered  to  fail,  as  if  it  had 
<^  been  by  concert,  at  a  time  when  a  Tquadron  from  Dunkirk 
<<  had  joined  another  from  Bred,  and  lay  in  the  way  waiting 
<*  for  them.     Some  adveirtifements  were  brought  to  the  admi- 
**  raky  of  this  conjun£lion ;  but  they  were  not  believed.  When 
<f  the  French  ftt  upon' them,' the  convoy  did  their  part  very 
V  gallantly,  though  the  enemy  were  three  to  one ;  one  of  the 
<f  fliips  was  blowit  up,  thrice  of  them  were  taken,  fo  that  only 
«  one  of  them  cfcaped,  much  ihattered.     But  they  had  fought 
<<  {o  long,  that  mofi  of  the  merchant^men  had  time  to  get 


I  See  the  hiftory  of  Europe,  for  the  year  1707.  Colomna  roftrata,  p.  283. 
Pointcr'i  chroholr>gicil  hiftorian,  vol.  ii.'  p.'s73»  London  Gazette,  N^^.^jSo, 
AlfoN®.  4381,  wbcl«,  in  an  articte  from  Liiboo,  dated  Odober  31.  K.  S.  it 
U  faid,  '*  Twenty  fail  of  firitUh  nercbant-aicn  are  already  ia  thif  port»  and 
•*  ai  many  more  appear  coming  in  at  the  bar,  aU  belonging  to  the  fleet  ooder 
'<  ihe  Ute  convoy  of  commodore  Edwards,  tbey  attribnte  their  fafety  to  tha 
**  bravery  of  their  ^nVoy^  and  particularly  of  the  Devonftiire,  which  main- 
'*  taioed  a  running  fight,  againft  five  men  of.  war,  till  the  du(k  of  the  evening, 
•*  by  favour  of  which,  moft  of  the  tranfporta  and  trading  ihips  made  tbci^ 
•<  efcape.  There  are  already  come  in  about  fix  hundred  of  the  horfe  defigned 
"-fo>  the  ferviee  of  his  ^ortngnefc  majefty." 

B  ififtory^  of  his  own  times,  v&l.  ii.  p.  ^8S. 
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•'  away, 'and  (ailed  on^  not  bang  purfoed,  and  ia^gotfiieto 
«  Lifeon." 

In  order  to  demonftrat^  tiie  abfolute  Htfttftice  of  dus  fuggd* 
tion,  i^fliali  onty  cbferve^  that  ..it  appears  iitxtai  bU  tlie  Freodi 
vritersy  tirat  the  Jundbn  of  the  Ddnkhrlj:  and  Breft  ^cudnm 
hfippened  ia  the  afternoon  of  the  Stlif  tfta^.tbelilbcm  fleet 
failed  from  Plymouth  on  the  ptb^  and  that  the  eogagiegiot  hap- 
pened on  the  icthy  before  noon ;  fe  that  asy  inteUigCBcei  cooki 
be  gi?en  to  the  admiralty^  of  the  jundion  of  Cbe  French  fqiia- 
drons,  time  enough  t6  hai^e  preveanted  this-  itnlacky  accideoty  b 
a  thing,  that,  to  every  candid  reader,  even  at  this  diftance  of 
time,  mufl:  appear  perfe£Hy  iocrediUe** 

But,  in  the  midd  of  To  many  difcourageoieiitSt  the  nation  was 
not  altogether  deprived  of  good  fortune,  elren  tn  refpoCl  to  thefe 
little  difputes ;  for  at  the  very  clofe  of  the  year,  Cifitaio  Had* 
dock,  in  her  majefty's  (Kip  the  Ludlow-CaiUe,  got  figjh^s  off 
the  long  fand,  of  two  frigates^  which  proved  to  be  the  Night- 
ingale and  Squirrel,  formerly  her  majefty'a  (hipS|  but  taken  by 
the  French,  and  now  fitted  out  from  Dunl^ick,  as  privateers, 
and  each  of  them  having  as  many  men  as  the  Ludlow- 
Caftle.  They  both  lay  by,  till  he  came  within  gnfi-ihot 
of  them  I  but  then  made  fail  from  hiia  before  the  wind. 
At  eleven  at  night,  he  came  up  with  the  Nightingale, 
and  took  her,  and  as  foon  as  the  capiain  of  the  Squirrel 
perceived  it,  he  crowded  fail  and  ftood  away.  The  captain 
of  the  Nightingale  was  one  Thomas  Smith»  who  had  formerly 
commanded  a  Hoop  in  her  majeily's  fervice,  aad  was  broke  at  a 
court-martial  for  irregular  praAices:  captain  Haddock,  who 
died  lately  an  admiral,  and  who  commanded  the  fquadron  in 
the  Mediterranean,  immediately  before  the  laft  war,  carried  in 
his  prize  to  PIull,  from  whence  he  thought  fit  to  fend  up  all 
the  Engliih  who  were  on  board  the  Nightingale,  via.  captain 
Thomas  Smith,  who  commanded  the  thip  j  Charles  Aiilaby, 
lieutenant;  Mr.  Harwood,  who  afted  as  a  thid(hip-man ;  an 
Irifh  prieft,  and  an  EngiiUi  faiIor>  who  were  immediately  com* 


a  The  marquU  dc  Qnincf ,  father  Daniel,  ^nd  M.  Fotbin,  ia  his  taeoums, 
all  agree'a«  to  tbefe  dates  ;  fo  that  it  is  iropoifible  they  (houM  be  wrong;  and  it 
ii,  coofcqiiently,  ai  impofGblc  that  oar  prelate's  fafpicion  (houid  be  right. 
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mitted  cloTe  prifonens  for  high' treafon,. and  a  profecaVion^  ]»y  th^ 
atrorney*generai»  dlre£ted  againfV  them  ^. 

'  About  the  fame  tkne,  arrWed  the  welcome  news  of  our  fuc* 
ccfein  Newfoundland,  where  captaiiijohn  Underdown,  com^ 
maoder  of  her  majeft]r'$  (hip  the  Falkland^  having  received  ad^ 
Yiee  on  the  25th  of  July»  that  the  enemy  bad  many  fhipa  em^ 
ployed  in  the  fifliery,  in  feverai  harbours  to  the  northward,  out 
commaiiders^rf  &ip^f  mepchants^  and  inhabitants,  petitioned 
him  to  endeavoar.tbe  deftroying  of  thein,  atid  by  that  oieant 
to  eneourage  4ind  protse£t  the  Briiiih  trade  in  thofe  pi'aces.  In 
{mrfuance  of  which  r^prefentations,  on  the  26th  of  July,  cap^ 
tain  Underdown  fee  fell  ffdm  St.  John-s,  having  taken  major 
Lloyd,  who  defired  to  be  emplbyisd  in  the  expei^ition,  with 
twenty  of  his  company)  on  board  the  Falkland,  and  twenty 
more  of  the  fame  compflny,-'On*  board  the  Nonfuch.  On  the 
27th,  they  came  before  Bonavis,  and  iindiiig  thore  no  appear^ 
^ne^e  of  an  enemy^  the  commodore  ordered  captain-  Hughee  up^ 
on  that  ftation j  to  fail  with  him. 

On  th^^iKlof  Augnft,  tlMy  ftood  into  the  bay  of  Blanche, 
till  th^  came  off  Eteor-de^tis  baarbogr;  Major  iioyd  was  im<i^ 
mediately  fern  into  the  harboor  in  the  Commodore's  pinnace^ 
0nd  the  Ikotenantof  the  Falkland,  in  the  pinnace  belonging  to 
the  NonAKh,  in  order  to  make  what  difcoiBries  they  were  able. 
They  fbimd  there  were  (breral  (bgcs,-  and  other  heceflaries  for 
the  fi&ery,  to  which  they  fet  iire^  and  afterwards  they  returo^ 
ed  without  any  lois:  fnftained,  on  board  the  men  of  war.  By 
fix  the  next  morning  they  douUed  the  cape,  and  faw  a  (hipi 
which,  upon  thei  briik  exchange  of  a  few  ibor>  (truck ;  -the 
commodore  fisnt  his.  boats  aboard,  and  found  her  to  be  from 
St.  Malo's,  carrying  ahouc  three  himdrcd  and  fixty  tons,  thirty 
guns,  "and  one  hundred  and  ten  men,  called  the  Duke  of  Or-*> 
leans*    In  another  arm  of  the  hay,  named  Equillette,  was  ano» 


^  The  BiftUog  fXAfftpl^  of  tbefe  fort  of  men,  is  a  thtng  of  ibfolnte  ntctU 
£17  in  tiaie  of  war  j  and  I  very  much  doubt,  whether  it  i»  not  a  falfe  kind  of 
pity,  ever  to  let  them  efcape.  This  Smith,  and  one  capt:iin  Rigby,  who  Atrd 
from  hAicc  for  an  infatnous  crime,  did  as  prod'rgioos  mifchief,  by  their  ferfin;^ 
the  French  dario{  that  war }  and  ycc,  whsn  ftigby  was  takcn^  be  was  filtered 
to  ffX  away, 
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ther  large  (hip;  but  the  place  being  ^otij^  and  the  water  (hal- 
low, it  was  impoffibic  for  either  the  FajUdind  or  Noofacb  w 
come  near  her ;  whereupon)  the  Med  way's  pci2c  was  ordered  to 
go  as  cloTe  in  a»  (he  could,  with  iafety;  tod,  at  cbe  fame  time, 
captain  Carleton,  major  Lloyd,  and  the  lieutenant  of  the  Falk- 
land, in  boats  well  manned  and  armed,  wbre  diccAed  to  buui 
upon  the  ifland  uiKler  which  (he  lay.  This  was  ^^ecutcd  with 
fo  good  eScSt,  that  the  enemy^  after  having  fired  ferecal  broad- 
fides,  being  no  longer  able  to  keep  the  dcc.l|>  9gaiH(koar  fmali 
fiiot  from  the  (hore,  ftruck.  This  (hip  was  .of  the  force  of 
twenty  guns,  and  fourfcore  men,  belonging  alfa  to  St.  Maku 
Having  here  received  information,  that  abot»t  tJkrce  leagues  to 
the  northward,  in  La  Couche,  there  were  two  ihtps,  one  of 
thirty-two  guns,  and  the  other  of  twenty-£it,  both  of  St.  hhk- 
lo}  the  commodore  gave  captain  Hughes  dire£kions  tQ  burn 
the  laft  prize,  and  afterwards  to  join  him  at  La  Couchf,^  him- 
fcif  in  the  Falkland,  with  the  Nonfucht  ^^ipgthc  beft  of 
their  way  thither. 

The  fifth,  in  the  afternoon,  they  came  into  La  Coudie, 
where  they  found  the  twot  fhips  in  readinefs  Tor  failing*     The 
enemy  fired  feveral  broadfides  at  them,  whicb#  as  foon  as  onr 
men  of  war  returned,  they  fct  their  fhips  onfire^  and  left  thcm^ 
going  over  to  the  next  harbour^  calied  Caroufe,  in  which,  the 
commodore  had  received  intelligence,  there vw«re  four.  £bips. 
He  immediately  weighed,  and  ftood  for  that  harbour,   and 
about  eight  o'clock  at  night  was  joined  by  the  Medway's  prize; 
but  there  being  very  little  wind  at  S.  W.  and  much  difEculty  in 
getting  out,  it  was  about  fix  the  next  morning  before  he  got 
off  the  harbour's  mouth.     The  commodore  fent  in  his  boar, 
but  found  the  enemy  had  efcaped,  having  by  the  advamagc  of 
little  wind,  and  the  great  number  of  men  and  boats,  cut  and 
towed  out.     The  Britifh  (hips  (tood  to  the  northward,  and  faw 
feveral  vefTcls,  to  which  they  gave  chace ;  about  five  in  the  af- 
ternoon they  came  off  the  harbour  of  St.  Julian,  where  they 
difcovered  a  Ihipj  and  having  loft  (ight  of  the  veflels  they  h'ad 
purfued,  flood  in  for  the  harboui",  and  i:ame  to  an  anchor  in 
twenty-fix  fathom  water.    The  place  where  the  (hip  was  haul- 
ed in,  being  very  narrow  and  (hbally,  the  commodore  ordered 
the  Mcdway's  prize  to  go  as  near  as  polfibly  (he  could.    The 
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* 
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feneftiy  fired  two  guns,  but  it  was  not  thought  fit  to  attack  her 
tHl  the  morning.  Accordingly*  the  fixth  of  Augiiff,  at  four 
of  ihc  clock,  captain  Carleton,  major  Lloyd,  and  lieutenant 
Eaple,  went  in,  with  all  their  boats  well  manned  and  armed, 
and  immediately  landing,  drove  the  enemy  from  their  ports, 
who  were  likewife  on  fhore.  Our  men  took  their  boats,  and 
went  aboard  their  (hip,  where  they  found  the  enemy  had  laid 
fcveral  trains  of  powder,  in  order  to  blow  her  up  ;  which  be- 
ing feafonably  difcovercd,  /he  was  prefefved,  and  by  noon  they 
towed  her  out  to  fea.  But  the  Britifli  pilots  being  unacquaint- 
ed with  thd  coaft,  and  the  commodore  thinking  it  not  propel:  tb 
go  farther  to  the  northward,  it  was  refolved  to  fail  back  to 
Caroufe,  and  there  remain  till  they  wer«  joined  by  the  duke  of 
Orleans'  pritse,  which  was  left  at  Grand  Canarie,  with  a  lieu- 
tenant and  fixty  men. 

In  the  way  to  Caroufe,  it  Was  thought  fit  to  look  intd  Petit 
Maiftre,  where  they  deftroy^d  great  numbers  of  boats  and 
ftages,  with  vaft  quantities  of  fifh  add  oil|  about  feVen  at 
night,  they  can^e  to  an  anchor  }n  Caroufe  harbouf,  and  moor- 
ed. •  On  the  72tb  and  13th,  it  blew  a  hard  gale  at  S.  W.  Ha» 
ving  deftroyed  the  fifhery  at  Petit  Maiftre,  and  the  diike  of 
Orleans  priste  being  come  to  La  Couche,  on  the  i4tb,  by  hut 
in  the  momidg,  they  weighed  and  ftood  out  to  fea^  taking  her 
with  them,  and  ftecred  for  St.  John*8  harboui*,  whek-e  the 
Falkland  and  Nonfuch,  with  the  two  prises,  arrived  the  1 7th 
of  the  fame  month,  having  before  given  the  Medway^s  prise 
orders  to  fail  to  Trinity  P. 

We  ought  now,  according  to  the  method  that  has  been  ge^ 
ncrally  obferted,  to  fpeak  of  the  proceedings  in  the  Weft  In- 
dies (  but,  as  what  was  done  there  this  year,  is  fo  ftri&Iy 
connected  with  what  happened  In  the  following,  that  it  i9 
fcarce  poilibie  to  divide  them,  without  deftroying  the  perfpi-* 

P  The  damage  the  enemy  received,  was  at  followft.  "iTwo  fliipt  taken,  on* 
of  thirty  gone,  ayid  iio  men  $  and  another  of  twenty  girnt,  and  \CO  men^ 
one  (hip  taken  and  burnt,  of  twenty  goni,  and  eighty  men.  Two  fbips  burnC 
by  the  enemy,  one  of  3^2,  and  another  of  26  guns  ;  228  fiihing  boats  biirDt| 
470  boats  and  fhallops,  that  were  not  employed  in  the  filhery  this  feaibn,  burnt; 
^3  ^ages  burnt  ;  23  it^'in  vats  burnt  |  77,a8o  qnintalfc  of  fifb  dcftroyc;] ;  1568 
hogfheids  of  train  oil  deftrqyed* 
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cuitj  of  both  relations ;  I  ihall  defer  faying  any  thing  of  the 
events  that  fell  out  in  that  part  of  the  worlds  till  I  come  to 
fpeak  of  thecn  in  their  proper  place ;  that  is,  after  having  ac- 
counted for  the  naval  proceedings  in  the  facceeding  year.  I 
the  rather  incline  to  make  this  ftnall  breach  in  mr  ofoal  metbod. 
becaufe  I  am  under  a  oeceffity  of  fpeaking  more  largely  than  in 
other  places,  of  what  was  done  in  parliament  this  year^  in  re- 
ference to  the  navy,  for  this  weighty  reafon,  %fiz.  that  the  An& 
inquiries  made  by  both  houfes  into  matters  of  fnch  cooie- 
quence,  not  only  demonftrate  ^the  vigour  of  our  c<M2ftitutioD 
at  that  time,  but  afford,  perbaps>  the  very  beft  precedents 
for  reviving  fuch  inquiries,  that  are  to  be  met  with  in  cor  hif- 
tory. 

The  firft  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  n>et  upon  the 
23d  of  Odobcr,  when  the  eyes  not  only  of  this  kingdom,  but 
of  all  Europe,  were  fixed  upon  them.  The  <^rKeft  thing  tbey 
did  was,  to  make  choice  of  John  Smith,  Efq;  for  their  (pcaker  ; 
and  the  next,  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  was,  to  vcKe  an  ad- 
drefs  of  thanks  to  the  queen,  for  her  moft  gracious  Speech 
made  to  them  on  the  Czth  of  November,  to  which  dvy  they 
had  adjourned  ^.  In  the  houfe  of  lords  it  went  otberwife;  in- 
ftead  of  their  ufual  addrefs,  their  lordiliips  proceeded  to  a  di- 
reA  confideration  of  the  (late  of  the  kingdom,  in  which  very 
warm  debates  arofe,  in  regard  to  the  navy  efpecially.  As  to 
this,  it  was  affirmed)  "  That  the  lord  high-admiraPs  name  was 
«(  abufed  by  fuch  as  were  intruAed  with  the  management  of 
<<  his  authority ;  that  the  council  of  his  royal  highnefs  ftudied 
<<  nothing  but  how  to  render  their  places  profitable  to  them- 
«  felves  and  their  creatures,  though  at  the  expence  of  the  na- 
<<  tion  ;  that  it  was  vifible,  their  own  haughtiaefs,  together 
<<  with  the  treachery,  corruption,  and  carelefihefs  of  their  de- 
«<  pendents,  were  the  true  fources  of  tho(e  mifchie£s  which  be* 
*^  fel  our  merchants,  and  difcredtted  th6  moft  glorious  reign 
'<  in  the  Britifh  annals.  But,  though  reaibn  and  experience 
*^  ^ought  to  have  convinced  thefe  men  of  their  own  incapacity, 
*<  yet  they  had,  with  a  brutifli  obftinacy,  pcrfifted  in  the  pur- 


4  OUIinii^n'fthinQry  of  the  Sruartf,  to).  il«  p.- 374*     Boyer*s  iifeof  ^oeoi 
Auoe,  p.  308'    The  c  mplct:  hul.  of  Europe,  for  17^7,  p'  J95« 
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«  fuit  of  their  own  meafures,  haughtily  rcjcfling  the  advice  of 
*^  the  merchants)  when  offered  in  time,  and  faucily  contemning 
«'  tiieir  comptoints,  when  fuffbrers  by  the  very  errors  they  had 
«  prediftcdV' 

This  proddeed  the  appointing  of  a  committee,  in  which  this 
matter  might  be  refumed,  upon  the  19th  of  December^  at 
which  her  majefty  was  prefent.  The  fheriffs  of  London,  who 
were  Betijamin  Green,  Efq;  and  Sir  Charles  Peers,  Knt.  pre- 
fented  a  petition,  figned  by  two  hundred  of  the  moft  eminent 
merchants  of  the  city  of  London,  fetting  forth  the  great  lodes 
'they  had  lately  fuftaincd  at  fca,  for  want  of  convoys  and 
crabers;  and  praying,  that  fome  remedy  might  be  fpccdily 
applied,  that  the  trade  of  the  nation  might  hot  be  entirely  d^*- 
ftroyed  •. 

The  houfe  went  as  heartily  into  this  matter  as  the  fufTerers 
could  dcfire,  and  appointed  the  26th  to  hear  the  merchants  fur- 
ther, in  a  grand  committee,  where  they  were  permitted  to  make 
SI  regular  charge,  and  encouraged  to  exhibit  their  evidence. 
In  the  courfe  of  this  mquiry,  it  fully  appeared  to  their  lord* 
fhips,  that  many  (hips  of  war  were  not  fitted  out  to  fea,  but 
lay  in  port  ncgle£lcd,  and  in  great  decay.  That  convoys  had 
been  often  flatly  denied  the  merchants,  and  that,  when  they 
were  promifed*,  they  were  {o  long  delayed,  that  the  merchants 
loft  their  markets,  were  put  to  gre?it  charges,  and,  where  they 
had  perifliable  goods,  fuffcred  great  damage  in  them.  The 
cruisers  were  not  ordered  to  proper  ftations  in  the  channel  i 
and,  when  convoys  were  appointed,  and  ready  to  put  to  fca, 
they  had  not  their  failing  orders  fcnt  them  till  the  enemies  pri.. 
vatccr  fquadrons  were  laid  in  t^heir  way,  and  with  fuperior  force 
prepared  to  fall  on  them ;  which  had  often  happened, 

r  Bornet'f  hiftory  of  hiiowntimes,.vo|.  ii.  p.  459»  OJdoJixon.  Annals  of 
qiieeo  Anne.     Chandler**  debates,  vol.  ii.  p.  180— x«j, 

»  li  ti  CiCy  »•  difcern,  from  the  fcopc  of  ihi»  pciition,  and  the  fnpport  it 
met  with,  that  public  fpirit  flouri(hcd  during  this  reign.  It  i»ai  not  preiendcil, 
that  any  refptrt  dnc  to  the  crown  (hoofd  ffoiea  fuch  at  vnre  bad  fervaott^ 
or,  that  attacking  *hem,  wa»  offending  majrHy.  ir  was  not  f*»d,  that  expontig 
ihem  rifle Aed  on  hta  royal  highncfi,  or  that  in  a  time  of  war  we  aught  10  he 
filent  on  fuch  fubjea$ ;  but  it  wai  faid,  produce  your  faftf,  make  good  llie 
charge,  and  we  will  procure  you  joft'cc. 

Z  2  Many 
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Many  «WcrtifcinenM,  by  which  chcfc  mjijortmws-aajglu  haw 
been  prevented,  bad  been  oEFc»«d  to  the  adjnwaUy  l  ^m  h*d 
not  only  been  neglcfted  by  them,  \m%  tUofc  whP  offered  tkeni, 
i^ad  been  ill  treated  for  doing  it.  To  carry  theft  tbin^  as  fat 
aspoffible,  they  caufcd  an  wtafl:  report  tobe  tlnwa  of  thdr 
proceedinge ;  Vent  it  to  the  4dmiraltyM)fficf  j  rcc?i»e4  the  bcfl 
antwci  tbai  could  be  given  froin  thence  \  heard  the  mcrchaui 
by  .way  of  reply  to  this,  digcBcd  the  whole  into  a  fecood  re- 
port, and,  together  with  an  addre&  fuitable  to  9  matter  of  fudi 
mighty  confequencc,  laid  ic  befor«  her  ^nHJeftfi:  on  the  firft  of 
M?rcb  1707,  v><i  ciprcffed  themfelvct  tbereupoB,*  in  tcreu  it 
■would  be  ejtremely  injurious  tO  deprive  the  reader  of-lhe  piean 
fure  of  reading,  confidering  the  drift  connexion  it  has  with  ibe 
fubjcft  of  this  work,  the  trqe  fpirit  of  patriotifos  that  appears 
therein,  and  the  cMcIlent  «i?mplc  afforded  thereby  j  and 
therefore  I  have  placed  it  at  »*>?  bottom  of  the  page '.     Her 

inajcfty 


1  I  (hall  ciM  httc  only  liieir  lontHiipi  concldlion,  ^tt*t  ((Minjt  fonk  ibc 
grlcvincd  comphiiHi)  uf  by  (he  mcicbiiid,  <he  lorwer  by  ite  idout^tir,  •&! 

"  Mijr  it  pkift  your  TD'jcfty,  . 
"  W<  h^Ting  lhu(  peifornini,  what  wc  tite  oairtlvei  to  be  indi^irBGblT 
■*  obliged  lo,  cinn  t  diiitbi  hut  iC  hHI  b«  gririoutlf  u«|ite(l  by  fcur  mijcilf, 
"  ti  toming  IVOiti  ln*(l' duliftil  ftbjcflt,  viho  (inetrdy  viilli  ili(;r  miy  ntTtr 
"  biTC.ocnfion  bcraftar  n  mikc  Midnllc'  to  y*ut  mijclty,  bat  Mcongriin. 
"  liic  yoqr  fufccQei,.  or  to  ict«n>  hamblc  wkn<?i>Mgmc*i(t  fo(  the  bkCoit 
"  of  ynur  iti^n, 

■'  W«  berceth  jout  mijffty  to  believe,  ili»l  non«  of  your  riibjeOc  4o  et- 
"  cf«i]  nl  in  tnic  rcfpcfl  (o  hii  royil  highncfi  the  lord  high-id  mini.  Hii  gr»t 
'■■  pcrfonil  ilnaei  icquin  it,  tnd  bii  neir  rel'tien  10  .your  ntiiefty  makci  il 
■■  oirr  du<y.  And  tt  we  do  not  ineia  ibM  tny  ibitij  lo  Ihii  ^drelb  AonU  in 
'•  (he  lofl  ttflcA  upon  biqi ;  fo  we  ire  icrj  well  •ITured,  hit  royal  hifhoeft 
"  will  never  fiiffer  nibcr  perTont  to  prottA  ihemfelvci  under  hii  ntiqe,  fion  * 
'.'  jiiO  putfull  of  fuch  fatild  or  nej>1efti,  •*  imaiedUlely  (end  lo  the  tuio  of 
'•  ri.de,  ifld  ihe  dettruflion  of  Briwin. 

■■  Thrre  emnni  be  a  pliiivr  proof,  (h>l  fooie  fttfcnt  emploved  hy  rbe  Imd 
"  hlgli-iK'miral,  hiVe  made  the  worH  ufe  im.ginible  of  ibe  UuO  he  bonoart 
!*  [hem  with,  (han  <n  their  prerumiDg  (o  lay  fucb  in  lafvei  btfbre  the  houla 
•■  of  lordiln  hit  name. 

"  For  (iiot  to  tilcc  notice  of  the  manr  Ihingi  which  In  the  fecood  repoit  ban 
•1  been  already  laid  befure  your  mij'O;),  throu(hoiit  the  whole  paper,  there 
M  i^  iiol  ihe  Icifl  hupei  given,  that  lot  ihc  luluie  iiiy  belter  lue  (ball  be  (ikm 
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majefty  receiyodthla  ^iddrefii  ^ery  gmciioufly)  and  pi^mifed  t9 
pay  all  the  regard  thereto,  that  the  nature  of  the  tlMng»  axid 
(he  refpeft  due  to  the  advice  of  the  hereditary  council  of  her 
kiogdoms  i&fehred. 

The  houfe  of  commons  alfo  went  into  a  grand  committee, 
on  the  affairs  of  the  navy,  of  which  Sir  Richard  Onflow  was 
(;hairman  (  they  heard  with  gresit  attention  all  the  merchants 
had  to  fay,  and  caref^illy  examined  all  the  evidence  they  could 
produce  j  and  though  there  were  fome  people  who  endeavour- 
ed, to  ftop  the  mouths  of  the  merchaQO,  when  they  ran.  out 
intip  invidious  characters  of  t,hofe  o£icers  by  whom  they  thought 
thcmfclves  wronged,  yet  the  majority  of  the  houfe  were  ii^ 
plined  to  hear  their  femiments,  and  encouraged  them  to  go  on. 
Both  lords  and  ciQiaxmons  concurred  in  carrying  to  the  throfuet 
fuch  complaints  as  appeared  to  be  well  founded ;  and  wiehthi$ 
view  their  lordfhips,  on  the  yth  of  February,  addrcffcd  the 
quscn  to  lay  afide  captain  %er  "  j  and  pn  the  26th  of  the  fame 

inonthi^ 


**  of  thetr«de;  on  the.  contrary^  the  whole  torn  of  the  anfWer  feemi  10,  ly  iiw 
*^  tended,  for  e^ppG^g  the  ^qinplainti  of  the  merchants,  rather  tlian  pitying 
'*  their  lo(]ea.  We  are  fare,  nothing  can  be  more  remote  frem  iHe.giPo^neto 
'*  and  comp^flSon  of  the  lord  bigh"admirai*c  temper,  and  the  ten4^  •'^fi*^  h^ 
has  always  fliewn  fot  ytaax  majefty's  fuhjeAs, 

May  it  pieafe-your  m«jefty, 
**  It  is  a  rood  ofkdonbwd  maxim,  that  the  hosiosr,  fecurity,  and  wttkh  of 
■*  this  kingdom,  docs  depend  upon  the  proteAion  and  eneonrsgemeot  of,  trader 

*  and  the  improving,  and  right  managing  its  naval  Orength.    Octkcr  nttions^ 

*  who  were  formerly  great  and  powerful  at  fee,  have,  by  negh'geoce  and  mii^ 
f  management,  loft  their  trade,  and  have  feen  their  maritime  power  int^rely 
**  rained.  Therefore,  we  do  in  the  moft  earneft  manner  befeedi  yo«rma« 
^^jefty,  that  the  Tea  aifairs  may  always  be  your  iirft,  and  moft  peci|Uar 'Oire* 
**  We  hombly  hop^,  that,  it  (hall  (w  yottr  majefty's  chief  and  conftant  inftfuc- 
'^  ion,  to  all  who  (hall  have  the  honour  to  be  employed  in  yoor,  oounesi*^ 
**  vid  in  the  admini/tration  of  affairs»  that  they  be  cootinvaily  inle»t  and 
^'  vatchfoi  in  what  concerns  the  trade  and  fleet  j  and  that  every  one  of  them 
•<  B^Y  be  made  to  Ik  now,  it  is  his  particular  charge  to  take  care  that  the  framen 
««  fail  encouraged,  the  trade  proteOad,  difcipUoe  reftored,  and  aBewfptrk  an4 
^  viyMir  put  into  the  wjiole  admioiftratioo  of  the  navy.*' 

tt  ''be  houfe  of  lords,  in  their  addrefs,  inform  her  majefty,  that  a  complaint^ 
had  l^en  lodged  before  them,  by  Mr.  Tbomu  Wood,  in  behalf  of  Kimfelf 
and  dirers  other  Jamaica  merchants,  againft  captain  William  Ker,  late  com^ 
mandeiof  a  fqaadron  of  her  majefty's  fhlps  at  that  ifland,  for  refafmg  to  grant 
conyoytfot  their  (hips  to  the  SpanUh  coaft  of  America;  and  in  particnlar,  that 

the 
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montli,  th^  houfe  of  commons  prefented  ba  addreia  of  the  iame 
inatuiei  againft  the  fame  perfon^. 

the  faid  Mr.  Thomas  Wood  had  offcrtd  to  the  faid  captm  Ker,  the  fim  o{ 
fix  hnn4red  poaods  a«  a  gratuity,  if  he  .would  order  one  of  her  majcAy's  men 
of  war,  under  his  command^  to  go  as  convoy  lo  the  Meptnnc  floop,  and  Mtr* 
tha  galley,   leaden  with   woollen  and '  other '  goddi  of  "hct  majcfly's   fabjcd<. 
That  the  f«id  capfta^n  Ker,  at  that  time,  feemed  picafed  wfth  tke  propo^,  msi 
ikvdt  the  Windlbr  (hould  he  the  ftip ;  and  ordered.  Mr.  Wovd  t>  make  mtat 
dirparch  he  could,  in  getting. the  g^Ucy  and  fljop  ready.     On  which   eocoura^ 
mcnt,  he  got  them  ready  to  Tail,  and  boughc  three  hundred  negrves  to  pot  {» 
board  ttiens  ind  then  acquainted  'captain  Ker  therewith,  and  with   the  grcit 
ch;irge  h^  was  at  in  makitainiog  the  ritgroes,;  and  his  fear  of  lickocls.     C^m 
JE^er  thep.-^id,  he  feared  hecoaid  not  fpare  a  man  of  war;  hoc  the    ntxi  dsr 
fcnt  Mr.  Tudor  Trevor,  captain  of  the  Windfcr,  to  acquaint  Mr.  Wood,  thit 
captain  Ker  faid,  he  thought  Mr.  Wood  could  not  have  offered  leTs  than  tvo 
thoaftrid,  or'att^aO  fifteen  hundred  pounds.     Whereapon  Mr,  Wood  dcdarr^. 
4hi  Cum.  was  fo  great«  that  the  trade  could  not  bear  it^  an4  fo  the  Aoop  and  |d* 
ley  proceeded  on  the  voyage  without  .convoy  ^  and  in  their  return  the  (hop. 
loaded  with  great  wealth,  being  purfoed  by  Frerch  privateers,  and  haviof  ii3 
convoy,  and  crowding  two  much  fail  to  get  from  the  enemy,  ■  was  nnhaf$»{y 
overiet  and  loft.     The  faid  Mr.   Thomas  Wood,  alfo  made  anutber  cosnirfaiot, 
that  upon  a  further  application  to  the  r«id  Mr.  Ker,  for  a  convoy  for  three 
floopr,  bound  f.r  the  faid  Spanilh  coaOs,  he  promifed  to  give  the  Ezprriment 
man   of  war,  commanded   by  captain    Bowler,   as  a  convoy;  for   which  the 
faid  Mr.  'Wood  agreed  to  giVe  ei^ht  hundred  pounds,  four  hundred   poands, 
part    wliereof,    was    paid    the    faid    Bbwier,     and    the    other    fonr    hanired 
pounds  WIS  made  payabie  by  note  to  one  Mr.  Herbert,  for  the  nft  of  Mr 
Ker,  which  note  was  fent  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Ker,  and  by  him  pm  toio  Mr.  Her 
bert*s  hands.     And,  befldes  that,  as  a  farther  encouragement  for  allowing  rbi 
faid'  convoy,  Mr.  Ker  had  m  adventnra  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds  in  the  fail 
Hoops,  withovt  advancing  any  money.     To  this  complaint  Mr.  Ker  pot  in  hi 
anfwer,  and  both  parties  were  fully  heard  by  themfelves,  and  their  witnedc*; 
and  iipon' the  whole   ma«tfi>,  the  hdnfe  came  to   this  foli:>wing  refolottoi: 
«<  That  tbe  faid  complaint  of  the  (aid  Mr.  Wood,  againd  (he  faid  captain  K-r. 
-•<  as  well  in  relation  to  the  Neptune  and   Martha  galley,  as  alfo  in  reUt«u 
««  to  the  other  three   (loops,  that  went  under  the  convoy  of  the  Expcrinent 
**  man  of  war,  bath  been  folly  made  out,  and  proved  to  tbe  fatisfsAior  of 
«*  thishonfe." 

The-qbcen  gave  orly  a  general  anfwer  to  this  addrefs,  but  did  not  lay  >ofi- 
fively  that  (he  would  comply  with  it. 

w  On  tbe^iSth.of  February j  upon  the  report  of  Sir  Richard  Onflow,  frcTn 
the  coiQmiitee  of  the  whole  houfe,  the  commons  came  to  three  refoiitioni 
againO  commodore  Ker;  to  which  they  added  a  fourth,  inz,  **  That  an  horn* 
"  ble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  •  her  ~1na)efty,  lying  before  her  the  faidreiblo- 
**  tions,  and  humbly  de/lring,  that  her  majefly  wiU  be  pleafed  not  to  employ 
**  the  faid  captain  Ker  in  her  majefly's  fervice  for  the  future."  This  addrefs 
having  been  prcfented  to  the  queen,  tea  days  after  her  majefty  decbied,  that 
itkC  would  comply  wi.h  it. 

Thefc 
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~   Thefe  warm  proceedings  had  a  proper  eSeSt ;  they  convmced 
fuch  as  fat  at  the  admiralty^board^  that  it  was  dangerous  to. 
treat  Britifh  merchants  with  contempt^}  as,  on  the  other  hand, 
it  taught  the  officers  to  know,  that  having  friends  at  the  board, 
or  being  tried,  where  no  evidence  could  reach  them,  would 
not  always  fecure  them  from  punifliment*.      On  the  com- 
plaint of  the  merchants,  however,  againft  Sir  Thomas  Hardy, 
though  profecuted  with  great  heat,  both  houfes  concurred  to 
vindicate  him,  which  was  fufficient  to  encourage  the  officers 
of  the  navy  to  do  their  duty  ^  iince,  where  they  could  prove 
they  had  done  this,  it  was  moft  clear  they  ran  no  hazard  ; 
but,  if  purfued  by  clamour,  were  fure  co  come  off  with  reputa- 
tion ^. 

As  the  feafon  for  a£lion  was  now  coming  on,  the  lord  high«^ 
admiral  made  the  following  promotions :  Sir  John  Leake  was  de* 

*  Upoo  a  fair  compvtation,  losde  about  this  timr,  of  ibe  loft  of  fhipt  a« 
iea,  /luce  the  beginning  of  this  war,  it  was  found,  that  the  lofs  the  French  had 
fuftaioed  ia  their  (hipping,  far  exceeded  that  of  Great  Britain,  fince  we  had  only 
thirty  roeo  of  war  taken,  or  deAroyed,  and  one  thoufand  one  hundred  forty. 
fix  merchant  (hips  takeot  of  which  three  hoodrcd  were  re-talcen.  Whereas,  «e 
had  cither  taken  or  deftroyed,  eighty  of  their  (hips  of  war,  and  taken  or  burnt 
one  thoufand  three  hondred  forty-fix  of  their  merchaotmen,  inchiding  thofe  de- 
ftroycd  in  the  Weft  Indies.  By  way  of  fupplement  to  this  lid,  it  may  cot  be 
amtfs  to  take  notice,  that  it  appeared  ftooi  the  lord  high-admlrai's  anfwer  to  th^ 
i^eport  of  the  hovfe  of  peers,  there  were  one  hundred  feventyfive  of  the  ene- 
mies privatoers  taken,  it  alfo  the  re-capturcs  by  her  niajt'fty*s  (hips  of  war,  from 
the  4th  of  May,  170a,  to  the  ift  of  December,  1707,  were  one  hundred 
twenty-eight;  which  amounted,  by  appraifement,  to  above  the  fum  of  81,9751. 
and  the  re-captnres  by  priirateert,  within  that  time,  to  38,054!.  both  which  fume 
■monnt  to  xai,o3ol.  exclullve  of  caftoms. 

7  Upon  a  complaint  to  the  hooie  of  lords,  of  a  vm(ktt  of  a  Carfiry  flitp, 
that  Sir  Thomas  Hardy  had  rcfufed  to  convoy  him  from  Plymouth,  their  lord* 
(hips  ordered  Sir  Thomas  to  attend  the  houfe,  who  direOed  him  10  attend  the 
committee.  The  latter  took  occaHoii  to  examine,  likewife,  the  papers  relating 
to  his  trial}  and  after  they  had  read  them,  the  next  day  Sir  Thomas  Hardy, 
^th  two  merchants,  and  the  maf>er  of  the  Canary  (hip,  were  called  in  before 
their  li>rd(hips$  Sir  Thomas  having  (bewed  his  orders,  to  watrant  his  refufal 
of  convoy,  he  wai  ordered  to  withdraw }  and  fjon  after  captain  Philips,  depu- 
ty uflier  of  the  black  rod,  came  out  to  Sir  Thomas,  and  told  him,  that  their 
lordlhips  found,  he  had  fully  juftiBed  himfclf,  and  done  his  duty  in  every  re- 
fpeA;  and  therefore,  that  he  was  difcharged  fr.m  any  further  fti-.ct*d:iace  upon 
that  commiiicr. 

dared 
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clared  admiral  of  the  white,  and  admiral  and  oommander  in  chief 
of  her  majcfty's  fleet;  Sir  George  Byng,  admiral  of  the  blof; 
Sir  John  Jennings,  vice-admiral  of  the  red  ;  Sir  John  Norris, 
vice-admiral  of  the  white;  the  lord  Durfley,  vice-admiral  of  the 
blue;  Sir  Edward  Whitaker,  rear-admiral  of  the  red  ;  and  John 
Baker,  Efq;  rear-admiral  of  the  white  '•  Some  alterations  wexe 
likewife  made  in  his  royal  highnefs's  council  *. 

An  aA  pafled  for  regulating  convoys,  and  cmizers ;  and  a 
further  term  of  fourteen  years  and  a  half  was  granted  to  the 
Eaft  India  Company,  in  confideration  of  th^ir  adranong 
1,200,000 1.  for  the  public  fervice,  there-being  granted  in  the 
whole,  for  the  year  1708,  no  lefs  than  5,933,657!.  17  s.  4 d. 
a  fupply  unheard  of  in  former  times,  and  for  a  great  part  of 
which  we  ftand  indebted  to  this  day.  Of  this,  upwards  of 
2,300,0001.  were  intended  for  the  fervice  of  the  fleet,  and 
great  things  were  expeAed,  efpecially  fince  all  parts  of  the 
ifland  Teemed  heartily  united  in  one  infereft ;  and  the  carrying 
on  the  war,  humbling  France,  and  exalting  the  houfe  of  Au- 
ftria,  were  every  where  conGdered  as  the  great  obje&s  of  our 
care^ ;  as  being  eflendally  neceflTary  to  the  welfans  of  the  na- 
tion. 

But,  before  our  projcfts  were  thoroughly  adjufted^  the 
French  a£lually  played  off  one  of  theirs  |  which  put  us  into 
great  confufion,  and  had  like  to  have  had  much  worfe  confe- 
quences.  This  was,  the  attempt  upon  Scotland,  in  &vour  of 
the  chevalier  de  St.  George;  which  was  the  Nomme  de  Gjutrre 
they  were  pleafed  to  give  the  perfont  whom  the  queen  foon  afl> 


>  London  Gasette,  N^.  4405.  The  complete  hUlorf  of  Eoiopct  ftir  1708, 
page  f . 

ft  Henry  Samt  John,  Efq;  afterwards  lord  vifoouat  Bolingbnoke,  having  te- 
(igned  the  office  ot  fecretary  of  war,  Robert  Walpole,  £'q;  afterwards  est!  <if 
Orford,  and  then  one  of  the  prince's  council^  fucceeded  him ;  and  in  the  Bionth 
of  April  foH«win^,  the  c»rl  of  Wremys,  a  nobleman  of  Scotland,  mi|d  Sir  Jobt 
Leake,  were  added  to  his  royal  highnefs's  council,  in  order  to  oblige  both 
nations.  Pointer's  chronological  hUtorian,  vol.  ii.  p.  591.  Oldmimos,  toL  il« 
p.  400. 

b  fiuroet*s  hidory  of  «hif  own  time;,  toL  ii.  Oldmlxon's  hiftory  of  the 
Stuarts,  vol.  ii.  p.  396.  Boyn'a  life  of  queen  Asne,  p.  310,  ClundUi**  de« 
batcSj  vol.  ill. 
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ttir  dininguiflied  by  the  name  of  the  Pret^dei|^    The  defign 
is  faid  to  have  been  carried  on  with  great  JTecrecy ;  but  this  muft 
be  underftood  only  of  the  French  court ;  for  it  was  fufBciently 
known,  and  talked  of  in  Scotland,  long^  before  it^as  under- 
taken^.   I  do  iibt  think,  that  fo  idle  an  expedition  demands,  in     r 
a  work  of  this  nature^  a  very  critical  explanation,  and  there- 
fore, I  ihall  content  myfelf  with  faying;  that  it  ought  to  be     ' 
reckoned  aoiongft  the  number  of  thofe  affirbnts;  of  which  the     ' 
f*rench  have  never  been  fparing  to  this  nation,  and  was  chiefly  ^ 

defiled  to  ihew  how  much,  in  fpite  qt  ^the  power  of  the 
allhs,  Lewis  XiV.  was  able  to  alarixi  znadimz&  us. 

The  troops,  intended  for  this  attempt,  were  abou^  eteVen  or 
twelve  battalions,  under  the  command  of  the  marquis  de  Gace, 
kfterwards  ftyled  the  marfbal  de  Matignon*.  The  fleet  confift- 
ed  of  but.  eight  men  of  war,  which  was  commanded  by  the 
count  de  JPok-biny  who  is  faid  to  have  diQiked  the  defign;  be« 
taufe,  very  probably,  h^knew  the  bottom  of  it  i  for  it  is  very 
certain,  the  French  never  intended  to  land,  and  refufed  the 
chevalier  to  fet  him  on  {h6re>  though  be  would  have  ^ont  with 
his  own  (crvahts.  The  true  fcheme  of  the  French  king  wa^> 
to  create  a  diverfioU)  and,  if  poilible,  raife  a  rebellion  la 
iScotland,  that,  by  means  of  trials  and  executions)  the  queen 
and  her  mioiiftry  might  be  ifufficiently  embarrafled  at  home,  and 
have  the  lefs  leifure  to  profecute  their  views  abroad ;  and,  from 
thefe  motives,  he  ordered  his  minifters  in  all  foreign  courts  to 
talk  in  very  magnificent  terms;  bf  the  fuccours  he  gave  to  the 
king  6(  England,  as  he  thought  fit  to  call  him,  that,  on  the 
rebound;  they  might  make  the  louder  noife  in  Britain,  and 
induce  us  t'6  believe  oik  danger  the  greater,  and  more  inevita- 

In  this  refpeA,  the  {"rentfa  politics  had  theit  effe£l ;  for»  on 
general  Cadogan's  fending  over  an  exprefs,  difclofing  the  whole 


c  Sec  the  proclamatidn  io  the  London  Gazttte,  N^«  44f  ^,  m  alfo  the  queen'f 
fpeech  to  both  hooiei,  Miirch  eleventh;  1707*8.  in  the  Gazette,  N°.  4418. 
d  Buroet'f  hUtory  of  bis  own  time«,  vol.  ii.  p.  499,  Oftmixon's  hiftory  of  the 
Stuarts,  voL  ii.  p.  40x.    fioyer*s  life  of  queen  Anne.  «  Quiocy  bifloire 

militaire  de  Louis  XIV.  torn.  v.  p.  478.     Latnberti,  Come  v.  p.  17.     Memoires 
de  Forbin,  which  appears  from  this  part  of  them  Co  be  furious. 

Vol.  III.  A  a  defign, 
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Jcfign,  the  <)4>^''4^y  ^^'  Tccretary  Boylc,  acquainted  tbe 
houfc  of  commons  therewith,  on  the  fourth  of  March,  and 
received  a  «cry  byal  addrefs  from  them,  as  well  as  from  the 
lords  F ;  bi^  the  apprchcnfions  cxpreOed  here,  aod  in  Hollanrl, 
had  fuch  an  eS<:£t  apon  the  monied  interell,  that  it  occafioDeil 
a  prodigious  run  upon  tlie  bank,  and  dinurbed  our  foreign  re- 
Tnittancci  fo  much,  that  all  thinking  people  were  at  this  time 
convinced  of  the  great  rifk  a  nation  runs,  that  engages  in  a  fo- 
reign war,  while  hearily  loaded  wiih  debts  at  home.  Oar 
public  fecurities  fettft^rizingly,  and  things  would  ha»e  tt<m 
into  downright  confuhoij,  if  the  fright  had  not  been  quidW 
over. 

This  was  owing  to  the  care  of  the  admiralty,  who,  with 
remarltable  diligcnt^c,  fitted  out  a  fleet  of  twenty-four  men  of 
war*,  with  which  Sir  George  Byng  and  lord  Durfley  failed 
for  the  French  coaft,  on  the  17th  of  February,  without  dimi- 
nifliing  the  convoy  of  the  Lifbon  fleet ;  which,  when  we  bad 
time  to  confidcr  it,  appeared  prodigious,  and  fufficiemly  con- 
vinced the  French,  that  a  real  invafion  was  rjot  at  all  their  bo- 
finefs*.  On  Sir  George  Bjmg's  anchoring  before  Gravclin, 
the  French  officers  laid  afide  their  embarkation  ■,  but,  upon  e»- 
prefs  orders  from  court,  were  obliged  to  refumo  it,  and  on  the 
iixth  of  March  afiually  failed  out  of  Dunkirk ;  but  being  ta- 


f  The  Mmplctc  hiBorjr  of  Enrapc,  (6t  1703,  p.  114.  Bayir't  Ur*  o'qoern 
Anne,  p.  J14.  I   BurDCi'i  hiftory  of  liii  own  <imfi,  Tot.  ii.  p.  {co. 

Iloyrr'i  liic  of  <iunn  Anne,  p.  lif.  Kciratt  biltniquc  a  putiiiqiK-,  lona  hit. 
P-  J  J J' 

l>  Tils  run  tip nn  the  bink  fo  much  ■hrmed  the  excheqner,  thii  ill  wafi  mj 
meint  pvITi  1:  aere  conerrlcd,  la  put  an  immcdute  flop  la  ii ;  in  order  to  which, 
ihe  lo:d  Iiigh-irejfurer  But  oiil^  <llo*eil  fw,  infteid  ol  three  ptr  cea,  tot  •!! 
ihe  money  cimiljiing  hy  their  bills,  but  «lfo  lupplicd  ihem  Tiih  Urge  -iiibi  of 
money  uut  of  hii  t>iiviic  fomint,  ji  the  dultci  of  M -rlborough,  Newciftir,  Sa- 
mcrfct,  and  other  noblemen  ilfo  did;  which,  wiih  tliecillinj;  in  ofiofftnl. 
vpoa  their  capiiil,  brought  ill  things  tight  agiin  Iboner  (hin  it  cod  d  biTc  Icta 
fipettecj.  On  the  lolh  of  March  tire  hoiife  of  CJinoioni  came  to  ■  rekilutior, 
ihii  wh-^iree  defign^dlr  entleivunrtd  to  deftroy,  or  ItHin  the  public  credit,  rfpf. 
ciiUy  It  ■  ilmevhcn  ti»  kingdom  wii  thrii'ened  with  »n  invalian,  wai  jpliy 
of  ■  high  crime  and  tnifdemeinot,  Ktid  wn  in  cnciny  to  her  mijeOy  end  her 
ki-gd-tn.. 

ken 
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ken  (hort  by  contrary  winds^  came  to  an  anchor  till  the  eighth^ 
and  then  cotitinoed  their  voyage  for  Scotland  U 
•    Sir  George  Byng  purfued  trhem  with  a  fleet  of  forty  (hips 
of  the  line,  hefides  frigates  and  fire-fhips.     He  afterwards  de^ 
tacbed  rear-admiral  Baker,  with  a  fmali  fquadron^  to  convoy 
the  troops  that  were  fent  from  Oftend,  andprofecuted  his  ex*- 
petition  with  the  rtdK     On  the  13th  of  March,  the  French 
'were  difcovcred  in  the  Frhh  of  Edinburgh,  whcfc  they  mad« 
HgnaUi  but  to  no  purpofe,  and  then  (leered  a  N.  £•  courfe,  as 
if  they  intended  to  have  gone  to  St.  Andrews.    Sir  George 
Bjrng'foUerwed  them^  aqd  took  the  Salilbuj^,  an  Englirii  prize, 
then  in  their  fcrvice,  with  fevcral  perfons  of  quality  on  board  j 
findthg  it  was  altogether  Jmpoffible  to  come  up  with  the  enemy, 
he  returned  with  the  fleet  to  Leith,  where  he  continued  till  he 
received  adviice  of  count  Forbin's  getting  back  to  Dunkirk,  and 
then  proceeded  to  the  Downs,  purfuant  to  the  orders  he  re* 
ceived  from  the  miniftry,  from  whence  he  foon  came  to  Lon- 
don,, wltere  ht  was  moft  gracioufly  received  by  the  queen  his 
fovereigni  arid.b>y  his  royal  bighnefs  prince  George  of  Den* 
mark'*     •! 

One  Would  have  imagined,  that  this  apparent  fuccefs  mud 
have  fatisfied  eycrj  body;  and  that,  after  defeating  fo  extraor- 
dinary'a  fcheme,  as  at  that  time  this  was  allowed  to  be,  and 
reftoring  public  credit,  as  it  wer^,  in  an  inftant^  there  diould 
have  beet)  an  univerfal  tribute  of  applaufe  paid  to  the  admiral, 
by  all  jdcgrci^s  of  •  people,  Yet,  this  was  To  far  from  falling 
out,  that  -Sir  George  Byng  had  fcarce  fct  his  foot  in  London, 
before  it  was  whifpered,  that  the  parliament  would  inc^uire 

«  Oidmfxoii*&  hiftory  of  the  Stotrti,  toI.  ii.  The  complete  htflory  of  CtirQpQ, 
for  1708,  p.  139.  See  the  inarfbal  Matignoa's  letter  to  moitfKitr  Chdoiiltard,  ihe 
fccrctary'of  ftate,  dated  Dunkirk,  April  7th,  In  Lactiberti,  Come  v.  p.  14, 
k  Burnet*s  hiflory  of  his  own  limec,  vol.  ii.  p.  500.     Sec  the  london  Gazette, 

I  The  Saliibitry  prite  was  a  very  conliJerable  thing,  if  we  confider  the  num< 
Wr  of  pcrluns  isken  on  board.  For,  betidet  lord  GiiRin,  lord  ClermoTir, 
Charles  Middletan,  and  Francis  Waachope,  fifqri.  who  had  all  followed  the 
fortunes  of  king  James;  there  were  likewile  feveraMand  and  tea*jfficers  in  the 
French  (eivice,  of  very  great  diilin^ion,  five  companies  of  the  regiment  of 
Beam,  and  all  the  ibip't  company,  confiding  of  jou  mcii.     London  Gazette, 
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into  his  conctud;  which  toot  rife  &wn  a  \erj  foalilh  ptr- 
fuaGon,  that  having  oocc  had  fight  of  the  enemf's  fleet>  he 
might,  if  he  picafcd,  have  lalun  cVer;  fhip  as  well  as  the  5»- 
iifbiiry".     ■         ■ 

'  The  truth  of  the  matter  was,  that  the  French  having  aniit&d 
the  JacobiteG  in  ScoiUnU,  with'  a  {ffopofal  about  hcBc^ng  the 
caltle  of  Edinburgh,  Sir  George  Byng  waj  panicularly  io&niQ.- 
ed  to  ufe  all  means  for  preventing  that;  by  hindtrkig  the 
jF'rench  from  landing  in  the  neighbourhood.  This  he  cSc&i- 
allj  did,  and,  hj  doing  it,  anfwered  the  principal  end  £or  which 
he  wa*  Tent. '  But  the  fame  malicioas  people,  who  firfi  propa- 
gated this  ftory,  invented  alfo  another,  vix.  that  Sir  George 
wai  hindered  Jrom  taking  the  Frepch  fleet,  bf  his  {hips  beiBg 
foul ;  which  aftualljr  pi\>duced  an  inquiry  m  the  boolc  of 
commons,  and  an  addrels  to  the  queen,  to  direfl,  cfaac  an  ac- 
count might  be  laid  befm-e  then)  of  the  number  of  fliips  that 
went  on  the  expedition  with  Sir  George  Byng,  and'  wbeo  the 
fame  were  cleaned".  That  dune,  they  refolv^  the  thaoks  of 
the  houfe  (hould  be  given  to  the  prince,  as  Iqrd  high-admiral, 
for  his  great  care  in  fo  expeditioufly  fetiing  forth  fo  great  a 
number  6f  fhips,  whereby  the  fleet  utider  Hit  Ocoi^eByng  w» 
enabled,  fo  happily,  to  prevent  the  intended  inVafion. 

This  was  a  very  wife  and  vrell-concertcd  meafure,  (loce  it 
fully  fatisfied  the  world  of  the  fatfehood  of  titofe  reports,  and 
nt  tlic  fame  time  gave  great  fatisfaftion  to  the  <{uecn>  and  ber 
royal  cotiforr,  the  prince  of  Denmark,  who  had  botii  teftified 
an  unufual  concern  ia  relation  to  the  report  of  the  honie  of 
lords,  which  they  conceived  a0e£ted  his  royal  highnefs's  cha^ 
xsiirr,  as  lord  high-admiral;  and  therefore,  to  give  this  aicC- 
hge  of  thanks  a  better  grace,  and  make  it  more  acceptable,  the 
utmoil  care  was  taken  in  the  choice  of  thofe  who  were  appoint* 
cd  to  carry  it ".  ' 

Thui 

"1  OliImiKon't  hidnry  of  the  S^aarri,  vol.  \i.  p.  407.  Bor<t'.*  1  f«  of  qiMm 
Annc,p.{ii,    'TbecaaiplRch!lI.Df£inul)e|f«-ijoB,p.  174.      '' 

0  Chindltt'i  dcbiici,  vol.  iii.  PD;. 

"  The  nim«  nf  ihe  perfoni  ippointrd  ro  etny  hii  royil  h'jihnvAllM  awf- 

ril!(,  -"tt.  Sir  Richird  Onflaw.  Mr,  lecrelarr  Hirle,  Mr.  Cnrnpton,  Mr.  Seo. 

it'.,  culond  Bicilf,  lord  '^I'iltiun  pjuUt,  ilic  ml  of  HcrtCord,  Hi.   HrrRiio,' 

'    '  nlmifil 
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Thus  epded  this  affair  of  the  invafi(m»  which  made  (p  much 
poire  at  that  time,  and  wiiich  baa  been  handed  down  in  (6  mar 
ny  dtffisrent  lights  to  pofteiitfi  An  afiair,  indeed,  which  fpeaki 
^hc  true  policy  of  FiancCt  sod  (heyrs  how  artfully  (be  can  ferve 
her  own  ends,  and  witb  how  great  readincfs  ihe  betrays,  and 
giTcs  up  to  deftruQion,  fuch  as  are  Gmple  enqngh  to  truft  her. 
^t,  through  the  wifdom  of  the  Britifh  niipiftry,  joined  to  the 
f  unoing  of  fome  of  tbe  nobiUty  of  Scotland,  who  were  taken 
into  cuftody  upon  this  occafioii,  ^nd  who,  it  is  generally  thought, 
gave  fyc)^  li^ts  as  enabled  the  government  tp  take  thefe  ef« 
fie&ual  methods  \  the  latter  part  pf  the  French  fchcm^  proved 
33  abortive  as  tbe  firft  ;  all  tbe  prifpners  being  foon  after  fct  at 
Ubertyi  and  every  thing  being  done  to  fatisfy  and  quiet  tbe  peo« 
pie  of  tfaa^  country '• 

The  great  point  tbe  miniftry  had  in  view  this  yeac,  was,  to 
put  the  affanrs  of  his  Catholic  majefty  into  better  order,  and  tp 
repairi  as  far  as  it  was  ppflible,  the  many  unlticky  confequences 
of  the  fatal  battle  of  Almanza.  Sir  John  Leake,  who .  com* 
manded  the  grand  fleet,  was  fp  early  at  iea,  that  on  the  27th  of 
March  he  arrived  at  Liibon ;  having,  in  bis  way  thither,  feen 
the  merphant  Ihips  bound  to  Virginia,  and  the  Canaries,  with 
their  refpe£kive  convoys,  well  intp  tbe  iea,  and  taj^en  care  for 
the  fecurity  of  others  defigned  to  the  ports  of  Portugal  9.  Here 
he  found  the  Xhips  that  had  bfsen  left  Wsdi  captain  Hicices,  which 
were  fourteen  of  tiie  third  rate,  befides  fmail  fngates,  and  bomb* 
veflTels ;  and  at  a  council  of  war  it  was  rcfoived,  that,  as  foon 
as  the  tranfports  were  ready  tp  receive  th^  borfe  on  board,  the 
fleet  fliould  proceed  to  Vado,  and  that  fuch  of  the  (hips  of  war 
as  could  not  be  got  ready  by  that  timej  fhoul^  follow  to  Barce- 

sdmiral  Churehiq,  Mr.'Qfofnlqr>  Sir  Godfrer  Copley,  Sir  Tbomas  Hanmer, 
Sir  Thomit  Lyttlcton,  Sir  David' Dalfympfc,  Mr.  Montgomery^  Mr.  Morriibq, 
Mr/ Brewer,  Sir  j^oho  Swiocoo/  Sir  John  Erikine,  Mr.  Halden,  Mr.  Cockbvme, 
Sir  John  Holland,  and  Mr.  Woitley: 

P  It  ii  evident  from  the  Frrnel  writers,  that  they  are  at  mach  divided  ia 
their  feoctment*,  and  eonfcqoently  as  much  in  tbe  dark  as  we.  '  Marfbal  Matig« 
j)on*s  letter  (hews  plainly,  it  wa«,  on  the  fide  of  France,  a  mere  temporary*  dt« 
Verlion.  Thofe  who  were  fnrpeOed  to  have  invited  it  were  iofincere,  and  the 
perlbos  embarked,  were  tbe  dupes  of  friends  and  foes. 

4  Bofchcc's  naval  hidory,  p.  749.  Barnet'i  hiftory  of  his  own  tiitoef,  vol* 
ii.  p.  504.    London  Gazette,  N^.  4414)  ^^  N®*  44>4« 
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Ibnai^  wlicre  there  would  be  orilsrs  left  bow  ciic^  fiionld  &rt!ier 
fxroceddv  But^  as  for  the  Duicik  Atp»)  fhcyrwcre  all  fepanted 
in  bs^d  weather,  between  England  and  Lifboxi.  It  was  alfo  ds* 
aerminedy  at  Uie  defiitr  td  ^tktk'it^g  of:Pcfmig«l,  to  appoim  cb; 
Warlpight,  Rupert,  and  IViroi),  to  cfutee -oiF-  tlie  IVcera, 
or  Anor^s^  iflands^  for  ^he  fdcurlf  y  of  hi^mdij«Ay*s  fi«et.erped- 
ed^froni^  Brazil;  nor wa&  there  any  ta^omkced  eb  goitfd  tkc 
Streighta  imotithi  left'  otherWifeoor  frad^  Ihould  luS^  by  tbe 
enemy's  cruizera  or  pril^at^r&^  -Tb^  proc«ik)ig  trAnfptm-fiiii^, 
atid  puif ing  chem. in  4  eonditioti foi^receitir^ the^orfe, 'C^ok  ap 
ii  con(ida*abIe  time ;  but/dn  thd  1.3d  of  A^il^*  the  adtfliral  was 
ready  to  fail  with  as  iiKvny  ^as  Cjoald  carry  fifteen  hundred,  m'tth 
one.  iecond  ratev*  twelvb  -  third  rMes,  fw#  Jbiirths^  m  £re»ih^ 
bomb-vcflels,  isfc,  together  with  twelve  flii{>sof  the  line  of  bat- 
tle of.  the  (hites^general  $  and,'  upon  advice  from  colonel  £lJict, 
governor  of  Gibrtfllar,  and  frona  ocher  hamis^  tbat  fotac  French 
ihips  of  war  were  (eenr  etoizihg  oBF  the  Stre^htsmooth  ;  one 
thicd,  and  one  fourth  rate,  and  ano4>her  of  the  Dutch. ibips  of 
war,  were  appointed 'to  i^rengthen  tbofe  before  ordered  to  pij 
up>^nd  down  tn  That  ftatioB'.     f  ..      -; 

'  Thp  admiral  biled  from  the.  riven df  :LiA>oo,  on  the  aSth  of 
A^rH^jand,  m  his  pafiage  up  the.Stveights,  be,  on  the  nth  ct 
May,  being  about  twelveleagues  fronoi  Alicant,  had  fight  of  ic- 
veral.veffob,^  whidiiie4XHik::f<>r  fiihingrboats.  Bot  he  had  a 
beMec tecx)unt  of  t:hefa'.the  next  day,* for  ha.ving  detached  be- 
fastt  fonxe  light  frigates  frem  Barcelona,  .to  give  notice  of  the 

•ppcbach  of  his  fleer^  one^.  them  had  tlurgood  hick  to  take  a 

f  -        -  «  «  . 

>'  Boyet*«  life  of  qn'crn  Anr^,  p   34*9.    Oldmixon,' vol.  ti.  p.  413.     T7>€  c^m- 
p\ett  hiftory  of  Europe,  for  1708,  p.  187,  188.     London  Gdzritc,  H°.  •^4sS. 

.  <« There  wu  «n  Abfolure  ntccC^f  of  (fodmg  'fo  Qffongfk  fleet  (0  cfae  relief  if 
the  kjng  of  dptin,  fur  u.\(lv>\»c  it  he  mufl  have  bfcn  obliged  40  quit  th«:c  kir;;- 
dm^t  T^e  encfpy  had  no  iei»  than  thre4  armies  la  the  6(ld,  under  the  coa  • 
mand  of  cbe  duke  iif  Orleans,  the  duke  of  N«»ai^h$,.>.ied  the  marqa'is  de  fi«jr; 
while  king  Charles  wa(  in  a  aiaacier  Hiut  up  in  hit  city.  oC- Barctltma,  snd  had  ro 
Jiiopes  of  his  being  delivered,  hoc  by  our  fleeis  trtiiCporting  the  German  tro'*ps, 
^b^t  by  ready  for  hli  ferv.cc  in  Italy.  Yet,  very  foon  after  the  arrival  of  S\,t 
JojiB  JLeake  in  thcfc  fear^  his  aiTaiu  began  to  diange  ihcir  afpeA,  atid  he  haJ  a 
confiderable  ariry  in  the  6eld,'iM|der  the  command  of  (hat  coorumoaate  cfficer 
coant.Siarember^«  Burchef,  Bi«rn€C«  Oldmi^pn,  aqnalii  of  queen  Anae.  Com- 
plete hi  dory  of  Europe,  for  1708. 

.^    .  French 
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Trefnch  frigate  of  twenty-four  guns,  ^^4  ihercbj;  obtaincd.an^ ac- 
count of  the  convoy  that  was  expelled.     Upon  this,  the  cap*, 
t  ai  ns  of  our  frigates  made  the  ticefiary  difpo/itions  for  ietercep-. 
ting^them^     The  next  day,  the  French  convoy  appeared  in 
fight,  confifting  of  three  men  .of  war,  on^:  of  forty-four,  ano-^ 
ther  of  forty,  and  the  third  of  thirty-two  guns,  with  ninety 
iettees  and  tartanes  laden  wiih  wheat,  barley,  and  oil,  for  the: 
ufe  of  the  duke  of  Orleans's  army,  and  bound  for  Fenifcola,  near 
the  mouth  of  the  £bro.     The  Britifh  frigates  bore  down  imQie- 
diately  upon  the  enemy's  men  of  war,  and  thefe  abandoning 
tlieir  barks,  and  endeavouring  to  n^ake  their  efcape,  came  la 
view  of  the  confederate  fleet,  wbichy  feeing  feven  men  of  war, 
concluded  they  were  enemies,  and  thereupon  the  admiral  mado 
a  fignal  to  give  them  chace.     But  as  the  great  fhips  could  not 
follow  them  near  the  coafi,  the  Ftencb  made  their  efi^pe  in  the 
night.     The  vice-admiral  of  the  white,  who  failed  on  the  left 
"With  his  divifion,  perceiving  the  barks  near  the  coaft,  fent  hit 
long-boats  and  fmall  (hips,  and  took  feveral  of  them  ^     The 
next  morning  they  faw  fome  of  them  difperfed,  which  were 
like  wife  fecured  by  the  long-boau :  and  fome  barks  of  Catalo- 
nia, coming  out  of  their  harbours  at  the  fame  time,  to  have  a 
fhare  in  the  booty ;  (ixty-nine  of  them  were  taken,  and  the  reft 
difperied  ^. 

On  the  15th  of  May,  the  admiral  arrived  at  Barcelona,  where 
he  was  joined  by  feveral  of  our  fhips,  and  complimented  by  the 


t  Barchet*»  naval  hirtory,  p.  75c.  London  Gazette,  N<>.  443^,  Mcrcnre 
hiftoriqiieet  politique  r An iicei  1708,  torn.  xiiv.  p.  670,  ^73. 

^  Borchet's  naval  hiilory,  p.  750.  The  complete  hiltory  of  Europe,  for 
1708,  p.  188.  London  Gazette,  No  4447*  »  alfo  N'°.  44s  3.  Authors  differ 
as  to  the  namber  taken,  as  do  the  Gaeettes  J>kowi(e. 

*  This  might  have  proved  an  affair  very  conGderable  in  its  canfeqoencei,  \/t 
the  doke  of  Orleans,  who  commanded  the  army  of  king  Phihp,  had  n<.t  bee  a 
one  of  the  fi  fl  generals  of  the  age;  bat  be  forefeeing  that  thii  accident  might 
happen,  had  provided  agaiiiQ  it,  by  ordering  a  great  quantity  cf  oats  and  bean«, 
which  had  been  laid  op  for  the  ufe  of  the  cavalry,  to  be  em  pi  yed  in  m*king 
bread,  till  his  army  could  be  better  fopplied.  This  copttire,  however,  proved 
of  the  ntmofl  fervice  to  king  Charles,  as  it  enabled  hi&  army,  afi^r  it  was  o^ce 
formed,  to  take  the  fitM  fome  weeks  fooncr  tbaii  it  could  others ife  hare  done; 
and  the  readinefs  with  which  th^  admiral  caufed  the  cargoes  of  his  prizes  (0  be 
fent  to  the  king's  magazines,  fufficieutiy  prrvcs  the  pub  ic  ipirii  of  Sir  Juhn 
Leake,  and  the  great  concern  he  had  fur  cli:s  Urvice. 

king 
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king  of  Spain,  on  his  late  fucce($ ;  his  Catholic  majefty  took  ihs 
opportunity  of  deliring  a  fquadron  might  be  1^  oodcr  his  dh 
reAion  at  Barcelona,  while  theSeec  crofled  to  Italy,  to  briag 
over  the  reinforcements  he  expedted,  and  the  qoeen  of  Sp^s, 
who,  it  was  thought,  was  by  this  time  arrived  at  Genoa.  He 
fignified  alfo  his  defire,  that  the  provifions  lately  taken  migbc 
be  laid  up  in  his  magazines,  which  were  but  indifierently  for- 
niihed ;  that  care  might  be  taken  for  reducing  Sardinia  as  fooa 
as  poflible,  and  that,  whenever  the  fervice  would  permit,  fach 
difpoiitions  might  be  made,  as  would  contribute  to  the  conqocft 
of  Sicily,  which  kingdom  he  judged  niigbt  be  recovered  by  xht 
forces  that  were  then  under  count  Daun,  and  the  care  of  nc 
then  viceroy  of  Naples* 

As  to  the  provifions,  the  admifal  ordered  they  (hould  be  dif' 
pofed  of,  as  the  king  required  s  but  with  refpoEk  to  his  other 
demands,  the  admiral  thought  it  neceflary  to  call  a  council  of 
war,  to  determine  which  (hould  be  executed,  fince  it  appeared 
abfolutely  imprafticable  to  undertake  them  alK   At  this  councif 
were  prcfent,  befides  himfelf.  Sir  John  Norris,  Sir  Edward 
Whitaker,  Sir  Thomas  Hardy,  and  two  of  the  Englifli  craptains; 
as  alfo  baron  Waflenaer,  and  two  of  the  Dutch  '•  It  ^as  there, 
after  mature  deliberation,  determined  to  leave  with  the  king 
two  third  rates,  one  fourth,  and  one  fifth  rate  of  ours^  and  two 
fliips  of  the  ftates-general,  and  with  the  reft  of  the  fleet,  to 
proceed  forthwith  to  the  port  of  Vado,  in  order  to  the  tranl- 
porting  the  horfe  and  foot  from  thence  to  Barcelona,  as  alfo  her 
majeftjr  the  queen  of  Spain,  if  (he  fliould  be  ready  when  the 
fleet  arrived  ^« 


'  Burchet's  ntval  hiftory,  p*  7St.    Rufnct'i  hiftory  of  his  d«»R  times,  woL  iu 
^.  so4<    Merctire  hidanqae  et  pdtitiqiie,  torn.  xlv.  p.  p. 

y  The  great  reafoa  that  hit  CathoUe  msjtiif  was  (b  deCroas  of  batios  *  Tqui* 
droD  to  cruite  on  the  couft  of  Cataionii,  wm  the  tpprehenfioos  he  «a*  then  un- 
der, that  the  French  would  attempt  ko  ttnA  $.  new  iwnvof  of  provifions  fn>a 
iProvence;  and  Laogoedoc,  into  Spain.  Besides,  doring  the  abfence  of  the  fleet; 
hit  affairs  werfc  in  itach  a  diftrcflcd  Condition,  that  (t  was  ahfolotdf  ncct^ 
fary  he  (boijld  haire  always  a  natal  force  in  the  neighbourhood  of  fiyircrlaoii 
to  fecnre  his  )>erfoPi  in  cafe  of  any  ttoforefecn  accident ;  and  thefe  were  the 
Hafons  chat  determined  the  admtril,  and  the  bnuocii  of  waf,  to  cOtkpiy  vi-fi** 
bis  majefty's  rcqUcIV,  to  the  otmoll  of  their  pcwc^. 


The 
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The  adpiral  failed  in  purfuance  of  tliis  reiblotiod,  dnd  oi\  the 
29th  of  May  fafciy  anchored  before  Vado ;  but  finding  nothing 
in  r^adineftf  he  feot  Sir  Thomas  Hardy  to  wait  on  the  queen  of 
Spain  at  Milan,  iivhere  he  arrived  the  1 8th  of  June,  and  was  re- 
ceived with  all  poflible  marks  of  refpeA  and  efteem  '•  Upon 
bis  preffing  inftancesi  her  majefty  confented  to  iet  out  imme- 
diately £os  Cenoaii  where  (he  arrived  on  the  firft  of  July,  em- 
barked on  the  fecondi  and  arrived  happily  at  Mataro  on  th^ 
14th  ■• 

Aft^  having  conduf^ed  the  queen,  with  all  imaginable  re* 
tpc&f  to  j^arcelona,  the  admiral  thought  next  of  the  reduAion 
of  Sardinia,  which  he  performed  almoft  as  fodn  as  he  arrived. 
He  appeared  before  Cagliari  on  the  firft  of  Auguft,  and  having 
fummoned  it,  the  marquis  of  Jamaica,  who  commanded  there 
for  king  Philip,  declared  his  refolution  of  holding  dut  to  tl^e 
lafk  extremity.  Upon  this,  the  admiral  ordered  the  place  to  be 
bombarded  all  that  night,  and  the  next  morning  major-general 
Wilis  landed  about  i8ob  men,  and  made  the  neceflary  difpo- 
fitions  for  attacking  the  city  1  but  the  Spanifh  governor,  believ- 
ing  himfelf  now  at  the  laft  extremity,  faved  them  any  further 
trouble  hy  coming  to  a  fpeedy  capitulation^.  The  reduftion  of 
this  ifland,  was  of  equal  advantage  to  the  common  caufe,  and 
to  that  of  king  Charles ;  for  it  gave  great  fecurity  to  our  navi- 
jgation^  and  enabled  his  Catholic  majefty  to  fupply  himfelf  from 
thence,  as  often  as  he  had  occafion,  with  com  and  other  pro- 
vlfions  ^ 

The 

s  O!d(nixon's  hiflory  of  the  Stuartf,  toI.  H.  p.  4x4.  The  complete  hiAory  of 
Europe,  for  1708,  p.  247.     London  Gazette^  No.  44^3,  4457i  44^0. 

*  Af  it  was  certainly  knowB,  that  king  Philip*^  confoit  contributed  not  a  Ik- 
tie  to  fix  the  Spaoiardi  firmly  to  the  king  her  hofband's  inteivd  ;  it  waa  refolvcd 
the  year  before,  to  fix  Qpon  a  wife  for  king  Charles,  and  accordingly,  the  princcls 
^lifibeth  Chrifliana  of  Wolfenbutde  was  chofen.  She  lived  many  years  after 
her  hofb-ind,  and  was  mother  to  the  emprefs  queen  of  Hungary.  Before  her 
marriage,  her  impcr'a!  majefly  was  a  Proteflant,  nor  did  flie  change  her  religion, 
till  Ihe  had  advifed  with  the  Lacheran  clergy,  who  declared,  that  (he  might  hope 
for  falvarion  in  the  church  of  Rome.        ' 

b  Barchet*s  naval  hift^ry,  p.  751.  Burnet's  biftory  of  his  own  limes,  vol.  H. 
p.  512.  London  Qazette,  N°,  4479.  Mercnre  iiiftorique  et  politique,  torn.  xlv. 
p.  3x5,  4X1,  48;. 

c  Thii  iiland  lies  to  the  north  of  Corfica,  from  which  it  Is  divided  by  a  fmall 
and  (hallow  arm  of  the  Tea.  -  It  has  on  the  ea((,  the  fca  of  Sicily  ;  on  the  weft. 
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The  admiral  had  fcarce  completed  the  conqueft  of  this  iflanJ^ 
before  his  adiflance  j^iras  required  for  the  reducing  another;  TEod 
^  therefore  (ailing  from  Cagliari  the  i8th  of  Auguft,  he  arrived 
before  Fort  Mahon  on  the  25th ;  hut  not  finding  Ketitenaiit- 
^eneral  Stanhope,  (afterwards  earl  Stanhope,  and  Secretary  of 
ft%te),  he  fenC  two  fhips  of  the  third  rate  to  Majorca,  to  haflen 
the  embarkation  of  thofe  which  were  to  be  fumiOied  from  that 
iiland.  Thefe  returned  the  ift  of  September  with  fame  fcttccs^ 
laden  with  military  (lores  for  the  army ;  nor  was  it  more  than 
two  days,  before  the  Milford,  and  three  Dutch  fhzps  of  war^ 
arrired  with  the  lieutenant^eneral,  being  followed  by  five  third 
rates,  convoy  to  fifteen  tranfports,  that  had  on  board  them  the 
land  forces  j  whereupon  a  council  of  war  was  held  of  the  lea 
officers,  and  it  was  rcfolvcd^  that  the  {hips  which  were  to  re- 
turn to  Great  Britain,  (hould  leave  behind  them,  to  affifl  in  the 
attempt,  all  the  marines,  above  the  middle  complement  of  each 
of  them,  and  that  the  fquadron  of  Englifh  and  Dutch,  defign- 
ed  to  be  continued  abroad  with  Sir  Edward  Whitakerj  ftiould 
remain  at  Fort  Mahon,  to  alTift  with  their  marines  and  feamen 
in  the  reduction  of  that  place,  fo  long  as  the  lieutenant-general 
fhouH  dcfirc  it ;  due  regard  being  had  to  the  feafbn  of  the  year, 
the  time  their  provifions  might  laft,  and  the  tranfporting  from 
.  Naples  to  Sarcetona,  four  thousand  of  the  emperor's  troops  for 
the  (crvice  of  his  Catholic  majefty.  It  was  alfo  refoWed,  that 
the  £ngli(h  fhips  (kovld  fpstre  the  forces  as  much  bread  as  they 
could,  and  both  they  and  the  Dutch  all  their  cannon-^fhof j  ex- 
cept what  might  be  necefTary  for  their  own  defence;  and  that, 
when  every  thing  (liould  be  landed^  which  was  neceflary  for  the 
iiege,  the  admiral  fhould  proceed  to  England,  with  one  iecoiid 
rate,  and  fix  thirds  of  ours,  and  eight  Dutch  (hips  of  the  lioe ;  but 
fome  thne  after  this,  he  fent  home  two  EngliOi  and  two  Dutch 
ihips  of  war,  with  the  empty  tranfports  of  both  natloos,  in  oir- 


the  Meditemncan;  on  the  footh,  the  coaft  of  Afric,  from  which  it  is  not  dl- 
ilanc  above  fifry  leagnes,  It  is  divided  int»  two  parts  by  the  rivers  Credo  and 
Lirfo,  and  is  extremely  frniifoi  in  corn,  oil,  honey,  and  all  the  neceflirics  of 
life.  As  foon  as  the  Eogiilh  ffeet  appeared,  the  clergy  declared  nnanimoofly  for 
Jiing  Charles  i  and  the  admiraljiad  the  faii&f^^ion  of  feeing  the  new  viceroy  be 
carried  over,  cftablilhcd  in  the  peaceable  poHrltion  of  his  governitoent  in  the  fp.cc 
wf  a  week,  and  without  th«  lofs  of  fo  much  as  a  man.  The  reader  will  fi  d  the 
<a^LuUii.>af  at  lar^e,  in  (he  complete  hill,  of  £uropcy  for  170&,  f ,  a6i. 
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<icr  to  their  being  difcharged.  The  fiege  was  carried  on  with 
fuch  vigour,  that,  by  the  end  of  October,  the  place  furrender* 
ed,  9nd  the  garrifon^  confifting  of  about  a  thoufand  xneii,  march- 
ed out,  and  were  afterwards  tranfported  on  board  our  veflels, 
ibme  to  France,  and  others  to  Spain,  according  to  the  articles 
of  the  capitulation^. 

Before  this  conqueft  of  Port  Mahon,  Fort  ForneQe,  which 

had  beneath  it  a  harbour  little  lefs  coniiderable,  though  lefs 

known  than  Port  ^ahon,  had  fubmitted  to  the  obedience  of 

king  Charles.    This  fervlce  was  owing  to  captain  Butler,  and 

captain  Fairbome,  who  battered  that  fort,  with  the  two  fhip9 

tinder  their  command,  till  they  obliged  it  to  furrender.    The 

place  was  naturally  ftrong,  and  was,  beCdes,  tolerably  fortified  ; 

having  four  baftions,  and  twelve  pieces  of  brafs  cannon :  yet,  it 

cod  but  four  hours  time,  and  the  lofs  of  fix  men  killed,  and 

twelve  wounded.     They  found  in  the  garrifon,  a  hundred  can* 

non,  three  thoufand  barrels  of  powder,  and  all  things  neceflary 

for  a  good  defence. 

Some  little  time  after,  the  general  fent  a  detachment  of  about 

a  hundred  *Spaniards,  with  three  hundred  or  more  of  the  mar* 

quis  Piiaro's  regiment,  to  Citadella,  the  chief  town  of  the  ifland 

on  the  weft  fide  thereof.     Sir  Edward  Whitaker  difpatched 

two  (hips  of  war  thither ;  which  place  put  them  to  no  great 

trouble,  for  the  garrifon,  immediately  furrendering,  were  made 

prifoners  of  war,  confif^ing  of  a  hundred  French,  and  as  many 

Spaniards.     Being  thus  polTeiTed  of  this  important  iiland,  we 

had  thereby  the  advantage  of  an  excellent  harbour,  which,  dur« 

ing  the  war,  was  exceedingly  ufeful  to  us  in  the  cleaning  and 

refitting  fuch  of  our  &ips  as  were  employed  in  the  Mediterra^ 

sean;  and  not  only  m'agazines  of  ilores  were  lodged  there  for 

that  porpofe,  but  fiich  officers  appointed  to  refide  on  the  place, 

4  The  troopf  hnder  the  command  of  general  Stanhope,  conGfted  of  do  more 
than  two  thoafand  fix  hundred  men,  which  were  landed  at  Port  Mahon  on  ther 
f  4tb  of  Odober.  They  were  not  able  to  batter  the  place  tiU  the  x8ch»  and  two 
days  after  it  forrendered  ;  about  fifty  men  were  killed  and  wounded  in  the  iiege, 
and  among  the  former,  captain  Stanhope  of  the  Milford,  brother  to  the  general, 
•  young  gentleman  of  great  hopes,  and  who  bad  dt(lingut(bed  bimfelf  remarkably 
-upon  this  occalion.  Barchet't  oaval  hiftory,  p.  7s 3*  Burfiet's  hiftory  of  hii 
own  times,  vol.  U.  p.  s%%,    Mercure  hifteriquc  et  poltt^ue^  torn,  adv.  p.  37], 

48a. 
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as  were  judged  requiGte,  and  at  vaft  expence  Siirecl  tbtfvbf  lo 
the  nation  % 

'But  it  is  now  time  we  (hould  retnrn  to  the  fleet,  which. » 
we  obfervcd,  failed  under  the  command  of  Sir  John  Les^  for 
England,  the  fixth  of  September.  His  excellency,  on  his  ar- 
rival at  Gibraltar,  being  there  informed,  that  four  French  men 
of  war  had  taken  fome  of  our  merchant  (hips,  running,  as  they 
called  it,  without  convoy,  near  cape  Spartel,  and  carried  them 
into  Cadiz  \  he  thought  proper  to  leave  a  fmall  fquadron,  con- 
lifting  of  two  third  rates,  one  fourth,  and  a  fifth,  to  cmize  in 
that  ftation,  in  order  to  prevent  fuch  accidents  for  the  futsfe, 
and  then  purfued  his  voyage  to  England,  where  he  aitived  fafe- 
ly  at  tSt.  Helenas,  on  the  19th  of  Oftobcrf,  having  met  in  the 
Soundings  with  the  fquadron  cruizing  there  under  the  command 
of  lord  Durfley,  afterwards  earl  Berkley,  and  for  fome  time  at 
the  head  of  the  admiralty* 


«  The  rediiQion  or  the  i(lind  of  Minorca,  vtas  To  confuiertble  a  icrrice,  that 
all  imaginable  pains  were  taken  to  make  the  Brit  fh  nation  fcndble  thereof,  by 
giving  an  exa£t  relation  of  that  whole  pr-'Ceeding  in  the  Gazette;  and  after  ge- 
neral Stanhope  had  tranfmittcd  an  account  of  the  conqucft  of  the  wIm>Ic  Ulaiid. 
the  earl  of  Sunderland,  then  piincipsl  fccrctary  of  ftate,  wrote  the  foUoving  la- 
ter to  hit  excellency  upon  chat  fbbjeA  :      ' 

"  SIR. 
«*  1  received' on  Monday  the  favour  of  yours  of  the  joih  September,  N.  5,  bw 
•*  captain  Moyfer,  with  the  welcome  news  of  your  talcing  Port  Mah6n ;  which 
**  though  it  came  at  the  fame  time  a$  the  news  of  taking  of  Lifle,  vet  was  nor  at 
^<  all  leffened  b^  it ;  every  body  looking  upon  onr  bting  in  po0cfflon  of  .Port 
**  Mahon,  asofthelaft  conftqaence  to  the  carrying  on  the  war  in  Spain;  b<- 
V  Udtt  the  other  advantages,  if  we  are  wife,  we  may  reap  from  ir,  ^bo'th  in  war 
,*-  and  peace.  I  cannot  exprcfs  to  you  the  fcnf^  the  queen,  and  every  bodf 
'*  here,  have  of  your  zeal  and  conduA,  in  this  affair,  to  which  thit  very  impor* 
**  tant  fuccefs  is  {o  much  owing.  I  heartily  condole  with  you  for  the  kifs  o€ 
your  brother,  which,  indeed,  is  a  public  lofs  to  ns  alt,  be  was  fo  dcfervir«  a 
young  man.  I  mufl  not  onfir  telling  you,  the  qaeen  does  entirely  approve  of 
yoor  leaving  an  English  garrifo/i  in  Pore  Mahon,  for  the  reafons  you  mtotioo, 
**  (hougb  fome  of  them  mufl  be  kept  fecret.  Her  majrfly  doth  approve  alfo  of 
«*  the  governor  you  have  named,*'  &c.  fiurchct*s  naval  itin*>ry,  p.  753.  Boyex*! 
Jife  of  queen  Anne,  p.  350,  351.  The  complete  hiflory  of  Europe,  for  1708,  p. 
31a.     London  Gazette,  N'^.  4461. 

f   Borchet's  n*val  biftory,  p.  753.     OIdmixon*s  hiflory  of  (he  .Stuarts,  vok  iS. 
Merctfre  bidoriqueet  politique,  torn.  xJv.  p.  531, 
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Sir  -Edward  Whitaker  had  now  the  fole  command  pf  thd' 
fquadron  left  for  the  Mediterranean  fervice}  aiid  was  confe* 
Quently  expofed  to  all  the  difficulties  which  ufually  happen  tq 
officer^  under  different  orders.  On  one  fide,  he  was  bound  to 
I'egulate  his  condu£l  by  the  inftrudions  left  him  by  Sir  Johii 
licake;  on  the  other,  he  w^  continually  foiicited  by  king 
CharleSy  to  undertake  this  or  that  expedition  for  his  fervice* 
The  chief  thing  the  itnperial  court  had  at  this  time  in  vieWj 
was,  the  reduAipn  of  the  iflahd  of  Siciiy,  an  enferprize  d^C  tOF 
b^  underraked,  but  in  conjunftion  with  our  fleet  -,  and,  as  ic 
afterwards  proved,  not  then  neither }  for  when  Sir  Edward  had 
difpofed  every  thing  in  the  bed  manner  po{Iible,  for  the  fup^ 
porting  this  defign,  the  viceroy  of  Naples  declared,  there  were 
iuch  difcontents  in  that  kingdom,  as  would  Hot  allow  him  to 
fend  any  troops  from  thence ;  but,  if  Sir  Edward  Whitaker 
would  furniih  him  with  a  fmall  fquadron,  he  was  ready  to  ua-* 
dertake  the  redu£Hon  of  the  places  on  the  coaft  of  Tuftanyi 
which  belonged  to  the  crown  of  Spain  s. 

In  compliance  with  this  requeft,  the  Defiance,  and  the  York| 
with  the  Terrible  bomb-veffel,  were  fent  into  the  road  of  Piom- 
bino ;  6ut  the  Germans,  ?s  ufual,  were  fo  backward  in  theii* 
preparations,  that  it  was  neceffary  to  continue  a  mouth  longer 
in  thofe  feas ;  to  very  little  purpofe,  at  Icaft  with  refpcd  to  ei^ 
ther  of  the  defigns  before- mentioned:  but,  in  regard  to  a  di&  ^ 
pute  that  then  fubfifted  between  his  holinefs  and  the  imperial 
Court,  and  which  had  almoft  rifen  into  a  war,  it  had  a  better 
effect ;  for  oyr  chacing  fome  of  the  Pope's  gallies,  and  threa- 
tening to  bombard  Civita  Vecchia,  contributed  not  a  little  to 
bring  down  the  pontiff's  haughty  ftomach,  and  inclined  him 
to  an  accommodation  upon  terms  acceptable  to  the  imperial 
court. 

All  this  time.  Sir  Edward  Whitaker  himfelf  was  at  Leghorn^ 
attending  the  motions  of  the  Germaa  troops,  where  he  un«- 
ezpcAedly  received  a  letter  from  king  Charles  III.  of  a  very 
extraordinary  nature.  His  majefly  acquainted  him  therein,  that 
the  enemy  had  not  only  befieged  the  city  of  Denia,  in  Valencia, 

f  Bnrchet's  mvA  hiftory,  p.  7M«    Boycr's  life  of  queea  Anne,  p.  jjo.    The 
CoiDplett  htftury  of  Earopr,  for  1708,  p.  313. 
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I  alfo  to  attack  Allcant,  in  wmch  thej  «et 
ty  a  Frencb  fleet  of  fifteen  ibips  of  the  lioe. 

and  to  prevent  his  being  furroundcd  in  Ci- 
ty eatneftly  intreated  him  noc  to  pa&  dx 
r  John  Leake's  inllTu^booa  he  was  requited 
in  upon  the  coaA  of  Spain ;  afluring  him,  if 
he  would  charge  upon  him  all  the  mi&for- 
lappcn  to  hb  aflairs.  General  Stanhope  aUb 
:  fame  purpofc  j  upon  which  it  was  rcTotved, 
r,  to  proceed  immediately  to  Vado^  to  take 
einforcement  of  German  foot,  for  the  (erricc 
nd  then  lail  direflly  for  Barcelona  \ 

this  dcfign,  Sir  Edward  Wbitaker  left  Leg- 
of  November,  and  having  executed  it  voy 
;d  fafely  at  Barcelona.  There  the  king  ac- 
ettcr,  that,  according  to  what  had  been  agicol 
f  war  held  in  his  royal  pretence,  the  mo& 
e  the  r<]uadron  under  bis  command  could  do, 
ras  to  return  to  Italy,  and  convoy  the  troops 
led  for  Catalonia ;  but  withal,  recommendcJ 
ic  convoying  the  tranfporti,  with  com  from 
-  being  afterwards  fent  to  Sardinia,  for  a  fur- 
for  borfeG  to  mount  their  cavalry,  but  thai, 
be  on  the  coaft  of  Italy,  he  would  appoint 
linal  Grimani  might  dcfirc,  to  fecnre  the 
uo  of  Mellina,  which  might  conduce  to  the 


Philip  coniinned  to  prflrpcr,  ificr  the  btllle  of  Almmti, 
<  of  Orlewi  commanded  itic  bell  put  of  Ihc  year,  ir-d 
i*(Ir  ef  Tortofa,  bad  cciuinly  carried  bil  conqsEdi  (zr- 
c  had  not  thnught  fit  to  recal  him  ;  tbe  rearoaa  of  wh di 
:  been  fouievhat  ditTerentl]'  repotted.  It  is,  on  the  one 
prinreft  of  Utdni,  who  it  that  time  entirely  goveiritd 
correipondencc  with  the  entmin  of  the  dultc  of  Oiittn* 
d  bf  ■  mnllitiule  uf  iairiguei,  Tcndticd  him  odijut  lu  >:> 
'n  the  other  hand,  it  ii  »  cotitdenily  affirmed,  ih^t  hir 
Tecrci  correfpondence  with  the  altiei,  and  had  i^mlly 
ipplinling  king  Philip.  UOiatever  hif  potitical  Ictiems 
hewed  bimlcir  an  abls  gcnetal,  Gnce,  by  kecpitij  coiiiu 
in  Catatonia,  he  gave  iht  dxtalior  d'AlTetdl  ume  la  c^g. 
gdom  of  Valencia, 

more 
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more  fpeedy  accommodation  of  affairs  that  were  negociating  at 
R.ome« 

Hereupon  it  was  agreed,  that  the  Dutch  (hips  (hould  proceed 

dircAly  to  Majorca,  and  convoy  the  tranfports  to  Barcelona, 

^smd  from  thence  to  Cagliari,  as  foon  as  they  (hould  be  unladen^ 

vrhile  the  reft  of  the  fquadron  made  the  heft  of  their  way  to 

LiCghom,  where  arriving,  they  met  with  very  bad  weather; 

bu(  had  advice,  that  matters  were  accommodated  at  Rome,  the 

Pope  having  owned  Charles  III.  king  of  Spain  ;  and  from  the. 

marquis  de  Prie,  that  three  thgufand  effe£live  men  (hould  be 

ready  to  embark  at  Naples,  as  foon  as  they  arrived  ther^K 

Xhefe  negociations  took  up  the  remaining  part  of  the  winter, 

and  therefore,  here  we  are  to  put  an  end  to  our  account  of  Sir 

£dward  Whitaker's  fquadron^  the  proceedings  of  which  vre 

ihall  refume,  when  we  come  to  fpeak  of  the  naval  tranfa£Uon« 

of  the  enfuing  year. 

The  fquadron  appointed  to  cruize  in  the  Soundings,  wai 
commanded  this  year  by  lord  Durfley,  who  was  very  fortunate 
in  protefSing  our  trade,  but  not  altogether  fo  happy  in  chacing 
the  French  fhips  that  appeared  from  time  to  time  upon  our 
coaft,  which  was  Intirely  owing  to  the  foulnefs  of  his  (hips, 
and  to  the  cleannefs  of  theirs.  In  the  middle  of  the  fummer^ 
a  refblution  was  taken,  to  make  a  defcent  on,  or  at  leaft  to 
alarm,  the  coaft  of  France ;  and  Sir  George  Byng  as  admiral^ 
and  lord  Durfley  as  vice-admiral,  of  the  blue,  were  appointed 
to  coQimand  the  fleet  deftined  for  that  purpofe,  and  lieutenant- 
general  Erie  had  the  command  of  the  land-forces.  Many 
things  were  given  out  with  relation  to  this  expedition,  the  true 


i  The  Pope  bad  all  along  ibewn  a  great  incliaation  to  fayonr  the  French  ir* 
cereft,  jnd  the  emperor  having  diffinwd  with  him  about  their  temporal  right i, 
the  Pope  began  to  mile  troops,  and  to  behave  as  if  he  intended  to  difpote  tho 
point  after  the  manner  of  fovereigns  ;  bat  the  German  troops  entering  the  ec- 
ckfiaftical  (late,  and  living  there  at  difcretion,  and  the  Englilh  fleet  threatening 
his  coaAs,  he  was  ooofbraioed,  much  againft  his  will,  and  after  (Iroggling  againft 
it  to  the  tttmoft  of  his  power,  to  acknowledge  king  Charles,  and  to  rubmity 
in  every  other  refpe^t,  to  the  terms  preicribed  by  the  emperor.  About  tho 
fame  time,  feveral  of  the  fortrefles  on  the  coaft  of  Tufcany  were  reduced  by 
the  countenance  of  onr  fleet;  and  fomethiog,  probably,  bad  been  attemp:ed  in 
.Sicily,  but  that  king  Philip  (ent  over  thither  count  Mahoni,  an  cxpn'icnced  of- 
ficer, with  %  fcafonablc  r^inforcefflenc  of  three  thoufjod  men. 


defign 
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defign  of  which  w^s  diflurbing  the  French  n^^val  armaments  on 
their  coafts,  and  obliging  the  French  court  to  march  great  bo- 
dies of  men  to  protect  their  maritime  townst  which  neceflkrilf 
occafioned  the  diminifhing  of  their  army  in  Flanders.  On  the 
27th  of  July,  the  flceti  with  the  tr-^nfports,  having  the  troops 
on  board  which  were  intended  for  the  defcent,  failed  hos[i 
Spithead,  and  came  the  next  day  to  an  anchor  offD^aK  T^c 
29th,  they  ftood  over  to  the  coaft  of  Picardy,  as  well  to  alarm 
as  to  amufe  the  enemy,  and  to  be  ready  for  further  orders. 
The  fird  of  Augud  the  fleet  (ailed  again,  and  anchored  th^ 
next  day  in  the  bay  of  Boulogne,  where  they  made  a  feint 
of  landing  their  troops  \  the  third,  they  flood  in  pretty  nigh 
the  fhore,  to  obfervc  the  condition  of  the  enemy.  The  fourth 
they  weighed ;  but  anchored  again  about  noon  in  the  bay  of 

JEft^pl^s. 

Here  a  detachment  of  troops  were  aflually  landed  j  bi^t  the 
prpjedl  on  (hore,  which  this  defcent  was  to  have  countenanced, 
being  by  this  time  laid  afide,  an  exprefs  brought  new  o^ers 
from  England)  qpon  which  the  troops  were  re-embarked.  The 
feventh,  they  ftood  over  again  to  the  coaft  of  E^gl^nd^  andj 
being  joined  by  feveral  more  tranfports  in  Povcr  road,  arrived 
the  1  ith  in  the  bay  of  La  Hogue,  The  12th,  it  was  d^figned 
to  have  landed  the  troops ;  but^  upon  viewing  the  c;oaft|  they 
found  fo  many  of  the  enemy's  forces  brought  together,  to  op- 
pofe  a  defcent,  and  fo  many  forts  and  batteries  on  (hore,  that 
it  was  judged  impracticable.  The  14th,  the  fleet  failed  again 
to  the  weftward ;  but,  the  wind  coming  about  the  next  day^ 
they  altered  their  courfe,  and  lay  before  Qherbqurg,  b^t  found 
no  profpeft  of  doing  any  thing  there.  The  fame  day,  the  lord 
Durfley,  in  the  Oxford,  with  fix  other  men  of  war,  and  fri- 
gates, failed  to  the  weftward  to  cruize  in  the  Sounding?.  The 
I7di,  the  reft  of  the  fleet  returned  to  the  bay  of  La  Hogue  *, 
but  the  men  growing  fickly,  and  provifions  falling  fhbrt.  Sit 

George  Byng  returned  to  Spithcad  cri  the  2?th*^, 

When 


fc  Mr.  fecretary  Burchet  takei  not  the  lead  notice  of  this  ezpcditioo«  rbon«h 
we  have  a  very  large  accoimC  of  it  in  the  Gazettes,  N^.  4458,  4459,  44^» 
44^1,  &c.  The  French  hifloriani,  likewife,  magoify  the  great  advantage  tbcy 
obtained  by  repelling  thii  iovafion.  After  thas  aUrming  the  French  coaft, 
and  creating  the  enemy  ineiprcffibie  trouble,  the  duke  of  Mailborcugh  dc6red, 

that 
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^heh  the  fquadron  under  lord  Durflcy  had  bc^n  Viftualledi 
tand  refitted^  at  Plymouth,  he  failed  from  thence  on  the  28th 
of  September,  with  five  (hips  of  war,  and  was  jbihed  the  next 
day  by  the  HampOiire,  which  had  taken  a  fmall  French  privateer. 
His  lordftiip  took  another  himfelf,  df  twenty-four  guns,  be- 
longing to  Stfc  Malo,  which  had  done  a  great  deal  of  mifchief. 
Oti  the  7th  of  November  his  loidfhip  returned  to  Plymouth, 
and  foon  after  the  Hampfiiirc  brought  in  a  privateer  of  16  guns, 
and  a  rich  merchant-man  bound  to  the  Weft  Indies ;  the  Sa- 
lifbury  likewife  brought  in  two  pt-izes,  and,  through  the  great 
vigilance  6{  this  noble  comrtiander,  the  whole  coaft  was  very 
thoroughly  proteftcd.  In  the  middle  of  December,  his  lord- 
ihip  having  cleaned  his  (hip,  put  to  fea  again  with  his  (^uadron, 
and,  On  the  29th,  faw  two  (hips,  which  chaced  him ;  but  when 
they  came  near,  they  bore  away,  and  then  his  lordfhip  return- 
ed the  compliment,  by  chacing  them  with  all  the  fail  he  could 
make)  and  at  laft  came  within  gun-(hot,  when  their  commander 
lightened  them  by  throwing  many  things  overboard,  and  fo 
they  efcaped-,  which  gave  great  concern  to  his  lordfhip,  the 
one  being  a  fixty,  the  other  a  fifty-gun  (hip  !  fo  that,  after  a  (hort 
cruize,  he  returned  with  his  fquadron  to  Plymouth,  without 
being  able  tb  make  any  other  prize  than  a  French  fi(hing-ve(Iel 
from  the  banks  of  Newfoundland. 

This  indefatigable  diligence  of  his  lord  (hip,  though  it  was 
not  attended  with  any  extraordinary  fuccefs,  gave  great  fatisfac- 
tion  to  the  merchants,  as  it  hindered  the  French  privateers 
from  venturing  near  our  coafts,*  as  they  had  done  for  many 
years  before,  to  the  inexpreflible  damage  of  our  trade,  as  welt 
as  to  the  prejiidice  of  our  reputation  as  a  maritime  power. 
It  was,'  therefore,  juftly  rcfolved,  to  give  his  lordfhip  an  ex- 
traordinary mark  of  her  majefly's  favour,  by  promoting  him  to 
the  rank  of  vice-admiral  of  the  white  i  and  though  this  was 
fomewhat  retarded  by  the  death  of  his  royal  highnefs  the  lord- 


that  tfitt  body  of  troopi  might  be  landed  it  Ofteod,  which  was  accordingly  per- 
formed on  th«  twenty-third  of  September,  at  fo  critical  A  juncture,  that  it  is 
thoogbtt  if  tbey  bad  not  arrived  as  they  did,  the  city  of  Llflc  could  fcarce  h^V9 
beon  takent 

Vot.  III.  C  c  high. 
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high-fidnural,  yet  it  took  place  in  the  fpring  of  the  Cvcceediog 
year '. 

Before  we  part  with  this  fut>je£l,  in  order  to  account,  as  we 
bate  promifed  to  do,  for  what  ha^^cncd  this  year  in  the  ^e& 
Indies,  it  is  requiCte  to  fpeak  of  the  paOagc  of  the  queen  of 
Portugal  on  board  our  Qect  to  Lilhon.  Her  majefty  was  fil- 
led, before  her  marriage^  (be  arch-duchefs  Mary-Anne  of  An- 
ilria,  daughter  to  the  emperor  Leopold,  and  fifter  to  the  ac- 
pcror  Jofeph.  This  marriage  was  thought  to  be  highly  advac-  | 
tageous  to  the  common  cauTe,  and  was  tbercfore  very  gratdoi 
to  our  court,  who  readily  oStred  to  fend  her  majefty  to  La&oa 
on.  board  a  firitifh  fquadron.  In  the  beginning  of  the  niooth 
of  September  Ihc  fet  out  for  Holland,  where  rcar-admini 
Baker  attended,  with  a  fmall  fquadron,  to  bring  her  orcr'^;  ' 
which  be  accordingly  did  on  the  25th  of  that  month,  and 
landed  bcr  at  Fortfmouth,  where  (he  ftaid  fome  days  at  the 
boufe  of  Thomas  Ridge^  £fq^  and  the  queeDj  being  then  ai 
Windfor,  fent  itiftantly  the  duke  of  Grafton  to  compliment  her 
majefty  on  her  part,  as  his- royal  highncfs  the  prince  of  Den- 
mark did  the  lord  Delanar".  On  the  fixth  of  OAober,  about 
three  in  the  afiemoon,  the  queen  of  Ponugal  went  on  board  I 
the  Royal  Anne,  where  her  majefty  was  received  by  Sir  George 
Byngi  and,  on  her  gcnng  ofi;  the  governor  fainted  her  with  all  | 
the  cannon  of  the  place}  and  the  next  morning  at  7  o'docti 
the  fleet  weighed  ami  put  to  lea,  when  all  the  cannoD  of  the 
town  were  again  difcharged. 

Sir  George  Byng  proceeded  with  a  fair  wind,  and,  after  a 
quick  and  cafy  palfage,  brought  her  majefty  fafely  into  tfaerivei 
of  Lifbon,  on  the  i6ih  of  the  lame  month.     The  king,  wilH 

t  Whii  I  hiTc  here  idvinccil.  ii  on  all  hindi  illawed,  md  nco  bgr  hiflmp 
Burnet  himlelf,  wbo  coii((;lTi:<,  lliil  much  ptuet  ciK  wii  ukea  of  oxtridc',  lud 
the  Ficnch  prlvatcet>  mie  mure  citAiMlly  ttftriined,  lh«i  Id  ia|r  yeir  Uur  ihe 
viu  btgia.  Buubet't  lurU  bidory,  f.  jio.  Burner,  OldminHi,  complete  hil)l^- 
rjr  of  Euiope,  for  tbe  yeu  170B.    Amuli  of  ^accii  Anne.    CalooDa  rollciii, 

p.  isa. 

■0  Boycr'i  hiAory  ofqiKcn  Anne,  p.  ]{4.  Mcrcun  hiftOTiqac  a  |>oliiii)K, 
lame  ilv.  p.  joS.     London  Gizctle,  N°.  4466,  4469.  •  Burrii'i 

hiHory  of  hit  own  (Imct,  vol.  it.  p.  {ij,  Bojei'i  life  of  qaeen  Anne,  p. 
3S4.  Mcrcwe  biftcriijiie  ci  poliii^nc,  lain*  kI*.  p.  410,  LodiIdii  Gume, 
ti°.  «Tl. 

ftrrr.t! 
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feveral  magnificent  barges,  went  on  board  the  Royal  Anne  to 
^vrelcome  the  queen ;  and,  returning  from  thence,  their  majefties 
landed  at  the  bridge  of  the  palace,  under  a  magnificent  trium- 
phal arch,  from  whence  they  proceeded  thvoogh  a  vaft  crowd 
o(  people  to  the  roysd  chapel,  where  they  received  the  nuptial 
l>enediAion,  and  heard  Te  Detmi  fung.     His  tnajeily  condudled 
the  queen  to  her  apartment,  and  they  fupped  in  public  with 
the  infantas*     There  were  great  rejoicings  upon  this  occafion, 
and  fire-works  and  illuminations  for  three  nights  together. 
The  queen  having  generoufly  espnefled  her  great  fatisfa£lion  as 
-to  the  entertamment  fhe  had  received  during  her  (lay  in  Eng- 
land, undoubtedly  the  king  was  very  liberal  in  his  magnificent 
preients  to  the  admiral  and  others  that  conducted  her.     The 
arrival  of  the  queen  was  attended  with  fome  other  circumftan- 
ces,  which  increafed  the  joy  of  the  people;  for,  on  the  izth^ 
four  {hips  from  Brazil  came  into  the  river,  and  reported,  that 
Che  reft  of  that  -fo  long  expected  fleet  were  near  the  coaft*>. 
Several  other  (hips  came  in  afterwards,  fo  that,  out  of  about 
a  hundred  fail,  there  were  but  thirty  or  forty  wanting,  which 
were  detained  by  contrary  winds.     The  cargo  was  rich,  and 
there  was  a  good  quantity  of  gold  in  fpecie  aboard  p. 

Sir  Greorge,  the  very  next  day  after  his  arrival,  had  intelli- 
gence, that  fome  French  (hips  -of  confiderable  force  had  been 
feen  upon  the  coaft,  which  were  fuppofed  to  be  waiting  for  the 
reft  of  the  homeward-bound  Brazil  fleet.  Upon  this,  he  im- 
mediately failed  in  queft  of  themj  though  without  fiiccefs^  ex- 

^Tbeeomplete  hift.  tff  Europe,  for  1708,  p.  313.  Lond.  -G».  N^^  447S, 
4484,  44S7.  This  Aeet  is  faid  to  have  been  the  richcft  that  ever  arrived  in  the 
river  of  Lilbon,  as  we  have  remariccd  in  the  text,  having  on  hoard,  ten  thoa* 
fand  arebas  of  gold,  each  aroba  weighing  thirtytwo  pounds  weight,  and  a  great 
quantify  %{  diamonds,  befides  merchandize,  and  was  valued,  in  the  whole,  at 
fifty-two  millions  of  cmfadoes. 

P  Col  'ne^  Godfrey,  who  had  married  the  doke  of  Mcrlborough'c  lifter,  wa« 
{ient  to  PortrmoQthf  to  defray  the  expences  of  the  queen  of  PortugaPs  hoafe* 
tiold,  while  (he  continued  there,  and  accordingly  he  kept  eight  tables  all  that 
time.  Her  majefty,  in  teAtmnny  of  her  grateful  fenfe  of  the  honoors  paid  her 
by  our  court,  made  a  prefent  to  the  duke  of  Grafton  of  a  diamond  ring,  wortk 
twelve  thotifand  crowns,  and  gave  admiral  Byng  her  picture,  fet  with  diamonds, 
to  a  very  great  value.  Her  paflage  was  remarkably  happy,  as  (he  was  not  above 
tcD  dayi  at  fea. '  Meroire  hlltorl^uc  et  politique,  tome  xlv.  p.  524* 

C  c  2  ce|ft 
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cept  th^t  tbe  news  of  being  9t  fisa  forced  tboQi  to  retire,  and 
thereby  fecured  the  fafe  arrival  in  port  of  the  ren^aiaing  thirty^ 
fovr  (hipsy  ^hiph  dropped  in  by  degrees.  About  tbc  middle 
of  November,  SirrGeorge  received  orders  to  prooeed  to  Ftort 
Mahopj  to  winter  therci  and  to  leave  Sir  John  Jcnniags  at 
Lifbon  with  a  faiall  fquad^on.  Buti  before  he  left  that  river, 
he  received  the  queen's  inftru^lions  to  wear  the  uoion  flag  ia 
%)ic  Mediterranean'!.  He  failed  on  the  27th  of  Decemberi 
Vith  fix  (hips  of  the  line,  two  fire*fhips,  and  three  flore«-{htps 
or  tenders,  leaving  directions  with  Sir  John  JenoingSy  to  ap- 
point tbe  firft  (hips  he  fhould  have  dean,  to  guard  the  nxmch 
of  the  Streights;  and  haviqg  fent  two  third  rates,  two  fMirths, 
^d  a  fifth  a- head  of  hin)  to  Alicant,  to  aflure  the  governor 
of  the  caftle  there  of  his  aflldance,  he  arrived  bimfelf  aboot 
the  height  of  cape  PalQfi  the  third  of  January,  when  ftaBding 
in  for  Alicant,  the  wind  came  off*  from  the  land  fo  £re0i,  at 
N.  N.  W.  that  he  could  not  fetch  the  bay,  fo  that  he  bore 
away  to  Port  Mahon ;  but  when  he  had  got  within  four  leagues 
of  that  place,  which  was  on  the  fifth,  the  wind  came  to  the 
fiorth,  and  N.  N.  £.  blowing  extreme  hard,  with  much  Ibow ; 
and  tbe  next  day  it  was  fo  very  tempedupus,  that  it  feparated 
oioft  of  the  fquadron,  forcing  him  almod  as  high  as  Sardinia; 
^ut  on  the  12th,  he  go^  into  Port  Mahon,  where  he  fouQ4 
inofl  of  tbe  fquadron  ^ 

When  we  lal^  mentioned  tbe  exploits  of  the  Engli(h  navy  ia 
America^  we  gave  an  account  of  the  arrival  there  of  Sir  John 
Jennings,  who  commanded  in  thcfe  parts  from  OSobcr  1 706, 
to  January  4  707,  withoi^t  having  it  in  his  power  to  perfiarm 
any  thing  very  remarkable,  (ie  was  fucceeded  in  his  comnaaod 
by  commodore  Wager,  who  arrived  at  Jamaica  in  the  fummcr 
pf  the  year  1707,  and  difpofcd  all  things  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  the  dcfigns  of  the  enemy  were  rendered  abfolutely  abor- 
tive ;  the  fevcral  Englifh  fcttlemcnts  were  thoroughly  protected, 
and  fuch  convoys  granted  the  merchants,  as  put  the  trade  of 
that  part  of  the  world  into  a  much  better  condition  than  it 
had  been  fnice  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  j  all  which  was 


<J  Burcbefs  rzvil  hiftory,  p.  757-  Boyer'i  life  of  qncco  Anne,  p.  jjf 
r  Burchct'f  naval  hiflory,  p.  757.  Bi^ycr's  life  of  queen  A  one.  Mcrcure  hi- 
Auiiquc  ei  pcliiiquc,  tome  xlvj,  p.  151.     Lond.  Gaz.  N^.  45.i7» 

/  ■  very 
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yerj  honouraUy   acknowledged'  by  the   planters  and  mer- 
chants*. 

In  the  beginiiuig  of  the  year  170!,  that  part  of  tbe  world 

TBra4  much  alarmed  witli  the  news  of  M.  du  Csfle'^  arrival, 

-with  a  Freoth  fquadron  of  great  force,  and  which,  it  was  fup^ 

pofod,  had  fome  defign  upon  the  ifland  of  Jamaica.    This  ap* 

prekenfion,  however,  foon  went  over,  upon  the  commodore's 

receiving  certain  intelligence,  that  du  Cafle  was  failed  for  the 

Havannah,  in  order  to  condudi  hdme  the  galleons.    It  19  cer<« 

tain,  that  under  his  convoy  they  might  have  been  abiblutely 

fafc,  iince  he  had  double  the  ftrength  of  the  Engjiih  floet  in 

thofe  feas ;  and,  therefcM'e,  we  may  very  well  admire,  that 

commodore  Wager  fhould  even  form  a  defign  upon  thefe  trea^ 

fpre-ihips,  and  much  more  that  he  (hould  fucceed  in  it,  in 

fpite'of  all  the  care  and  vigilance  of'M.  du  Cafle,  at  once 

the  moft  aUe  and  moft  a£tive  fea-officer  then  in  the  French 

icrvice  S 

Such  as  knew  the  difpofitton  of  the  late  Sir  Charles  Wager 
will  readily  acquit  me  of  flattery,  when  I  venture  to  give  this 
eharaAer  of  him :  that  he  was  an  officer  who  valued  his  repU" 
tatlon  as  much,  and  his  fortune  as  little,  as  any  man  that  ever 
was  in  the  BritiQi  fervice^  Avarice,  therefore,  had  no  (hare  in 
this  proje£t  of  his,  which  was  grounded  only  in  a  deGre  of 
doing  his  duty,  and  reftoring  the  reputation  of  the  Briti(h  arm$» 
which  had  not  been  a  little  funk  in  that  part  of  the  worldl,  efpe« 
cially  by  the  covetoufnefs  and  cowardly  proceedings  of  ibme  of 
our  commanders.  The  commodore  underftood  perfe£Uy  the 
route  of  the  galleons  :  he  knew  that  they  were  to  fail  from 
{'orto-Bello  to  Carthagena,  and  from  thence  to  the  Havannah, 
and,  as  he  was  very  fenfible  that  it  was  to  no  purpofe  to  attempt 
them  after  they  had  joined  du  Cafle,  he  was  refolved  to  try  if 


t  Th«  commodore  was  a  man  partScolarly  agreeable  to  people  in  that  part 
of  the  world,  fr*m  his  difinterefted  difpofition,  and  from  his  defire  to  contri- 
bate  in  every  rcfpedt  to  the  protcAion  of  their  trade,  which  he  did  not  only 
witboBt  feeking,  but  even  without  accepting  any  gratifications,  as  the  merchants 
tbemfelves  wrote  to  the  board  of  admiralty, 

t  Hiftoire  militasre,  tcme  vi.  p.  la^, 
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it  wss  not  poflTible  to  intercept  them  in  their  pafiage  from  Porto 
Bello  to  Carthagcna". 

With  this  view  he  fcnt  captain  Humphrey  Podncr,  in  the  Sc- 
"wrnc,  to  watch  the  enemy's  motions  in  Porto  BeHOf  from 
whom  he  received  advice,  on  the  23d  of  May,  that  on  the  iptb 
the  galleons  were  failed.  The  commodore  had  then  with  him 
the  Expedition,  Kingdon,  Portland,  and  Vulture  fire^lhip,  and 
cruized  to  the  27th,  in  expe£^ation  of  the  galleons,  but  noc 
meeting  with  them,  the  commodore  began  to  fear  they  had  in- 
telligence of  his  being  on  the  coaft,  and  were  gone  for  tbc 
Havannah  ^. 

On  the  28th  of  May,  about  noon,  the  galleons,  in  all  (even- 
teen  (ail,  were  difcerned  from  his  top-maft-head,  and  at  the 
fame  time  they  difcovered  hitn  ;  but,  defpifing  fo  fmall  a  force, 
refolved  to  proceed.  He  chaced  them  till  evening,  when  they, 
finding  they  could  not  weather  the  Baru,  a  fmall  ifland  which 
lay  in  their  pafTage  to  Carthagena,  refolved  to  difpute  the  mat- 
ter there,  and  ftrctching  therefore  to  the  northward  with  an 
^fy  fail,  tlley  drew  a€  well  as  they  could  into  a  line  of  battle* 
The  admiral,  who  wore  a  white  pennant  at  the  main-top-mafl- 
head,  in  the  centre,  the  vice-admiral,  with  the  fame  pennant  at 
the  fore-top-mfrft-head,  in  the  rear,  and  the  rear-admiral,  who 
bore  the  pennant  on  the  mizen-top-maO-head,  in  the  van,  about 
half  a  mile  from  each  other,  there  being  other  (hips  between 
them*- 


u  Barchet*s  ntval  hiflory,  p.  ^05,  Columns  roflrxti,  p.  a^a.  The  complete 
bi (lory  of  Europe,  for  1708,  p.  xsi. 

^  This  was  an  affair  of  prodigious  confeqiicnce;  for,  firft,  the  galleons  had 
not  returned  to  Europe  for  fcvcnl  ycirs,  and  confequcntly  were  extrav^gincif 
rich.  This  very  fqoadron  that  was  attaciicd  hy  commodore  Wager,  had  om 
board  forry-eight  millions  of  pieces  of  eight.  The  Spaniards  and  French  de- 
pended inttreiy  upon  this  Supply,  their  ca(h  and  credit  being  abfoiotely  wcm 
out,  fo  that  their  mint  bills  were  at  thirty  and  forty  per  cent,  diicounr.  It 
was  for  thefc  reafuns,  that  care  was  taken  to  Tend  fo  ftrong  a  French  fqoadron 
into  the  Weft  Indies,  ard  under  the  command  too  of  an  officer,  who,  bcGdet 
bis  high  reputation  in  every  other  refpcA,  was  the  bed  acquainted  of  ai.^  maa 
with  thofe  feas. 

*  Borchct*s  naval  hiftory,  p.  70J.     Mercore  hiftorique  ct  polidqae,  tome  xlr. 
f>.  A30,  ^07.    Poiater^s  chronological  hiftohan,  vol.  U.  p.  5p8. 

Of 
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Of  the  feventeen,  two  were  Hoops,  and  one  a  brigantine, 
which  ftood  in  for  the  land ;  two  others  of  them  were  French 
fhips,  which  running  away,  bad  no  (hare  in  the  a^ion ;  the  reft 
Spaniards.  The  commodore  inftantly  made  his  difpoiition }  he 
refolved  to  attack  the  admiral  himfelf,  gave  in(lru£tions  to  cap- 
tain Simon  Bridges,  who  commanded  the  Kingilon,  to  engage 
the  vice-admiral,  and  fent  his  boat  to  the  Portland,  commanded 
by  captain  Edward  Windfor,  with  orders  to  attack  the  rear- 
admiral,  and  as  there  was  no  immediate  occaiion  for  the  fire« 
Ihip,  (he  plied  to  the  windward  7. 

The  fun  was  juft  fetting  when  commodore  Wager  came  up 
with  the  admiral,  and  then,  beginning  to  engage,  in  about  an 
hour  and  half's  time,  (it  being  dark),  flic  blew  up,  not  with- 
out great  danger  to  the  Expedition,  from  the  fplinters  and 
planks  which  fell  on  board  her,  on  (ire,  and  the  great  heat  of 
the  blaft '.     Hereupon  the  commodore  put  abroad  his  iignal 
lights,  for  keeping  company,  and  endeavoured  to  continue  fight 
of  fome  of  the  enemy's  (hips  -,  but  finding,  after  this  accident^ 
they  began  to  feparate,  and  difcovering  but  one,  which  was  the 
rear-admiral,  he  made  fail  after  her,  and  coming  up  about  ten 
o'clock,  when  he  could  not  jud^e  which  way  her  head  lay,  it 
being  very  dark,  he  happened  to  fire  his  broadfide,  at  leaft 
many  guns,  into  her  ftern,  which  did  ib  much  damage,  that  it 
feemed  to  difable  her  from  making  fail,  and  being  then  to  lee- 
ward, he  tacking  on  the  Spaniard,  got  to  windward  of  him, 
and  the  Kingfton  and  Portland,  (which  had,  by  reafon  of  the 
darknefs  of  the  night,  or  the  blowing  up  of  the  Spanifh  admi- 
ral, which  made  it  very  thick  thereabouts,  lo(l  fight  of  the 
other  (hips),  following  his  lights  foon  after,  came  up  with  him, 
and  alBfted  in  taking  the  rear-admiral,  who  called  for  quarter 
about  two  in  the  morning.     On  board  of  this  (hip  he  fent  his 
boats  to  bring  to  him  the  chief  odicers,  and  before  the  rifing 


f  Commodore  Wager  was  wont  to  fay,  in  private  converfation,  that  a  man 
who  wonld  noc  fight  for  a  g«lteon,  \»ould  fi|*bt  Ut  nothing ;  andt  probably  it 
was  in  a  fall  petfaanon  of  this,  chat  he  attempted  fo  numeious  a  Tquadroo  with 
fo  fmaU  a  force. 

«  Bornet*i  hiflory  of  his  own  times,  toI.  ii.  p.  v  j.  B'tyrr's  !:fc  of  queen 
Anne,  p.  35r.     Loud.  GiZ,  N^.  4459. 

of 
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of  the  fun,  he  faw  one  Isurge  (hip  on  his  weather- bow,  and 
three  fail  upon  the  weather-quarter,  three  or  four  leagues  off 
ours,  lying  then  with  their  headd  to  the  north,  the  wind  beicg 
at  N.  £.  an  eafy  gale.  Then  he  put  out  the  fignal  for  the 
Ktngfton  and  Portland  to  chacc  to  windward,  not  being  able 
himfelf  to  make  fail,  being  much  difabled ;  and,  as  he  bad  a 
great  part  of  his  men  in  the  prize,  fo  were  there  no  left  than 
three  hundred  Spanifli  prifoners  on  board  his  own  fhip  ■. 

On  Sunday  the  30th,  the  wind  being  from  the  N.  E.  to 
N.  N.  W.  and  but  little  o^it,  the  Kingdon  and  Portland  had  left 
ofFchace;  but  he  made  the  Cgnal  for  continuing  it,  which  they 
did,  and  ran  him  out  of  fight,  the  fire-fhip  dill  continuing  with 
htm,  and  he  having  lain  by  fometime,  not  only  to  put  the  prize 
in  ft  condition  of  failing,  but  to  refit  his  own  rigging,  made 
fail  eaftward  on  the  31ft,  when  the  Kingflon  and  Portland 
joined  him,  and  gave  him  an  account,  that  the  (hip  they  cbaced 
was  the  vice*admirai ;  to  which,  as  they  faid,  they  came  fo 
near  as  to  fire  their  broadfides  into  her ;  but  were  fo  far  ad- 
T^ced  towards  the  Salmadinas,  a  ihoal  off  Carthagena,  that 
they  were  forced  to  tack  and  leave  her.     This  gave  the  com* 
modore  great  uneaiinefs,  and  determined  him  to  call  the  cap* 
tains  of  thefe  (hips  to  account ;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  he  fcnt 
them  orders  to  take  or  deftroy  a  galleon  of  forty  guns,  which 
be  underflood,  by  a  Swedidi  (hip  that  had  been  trading  at  Baro, 
had  taken  shelter  in  that  ifland. 

She  was  juft  coming  out  of  port  as  the  Kingflon  and  Port- 
land appeared;  upon  which  her  crew  ran  her  alhore,  fct  hef 
on  fire,  and  blew  her  up,  fo  that  nothing  could  be  got  out  of 
her,  as  our  captains  affirmed,  and  this,  as  it  appeared  to  the 
commodore  afterwards,  was  true.  On  the  fecood  of  June, 
the  commodore  finding  his  provitions  and  water  fhort,  the  wind 
contrary,  and  nothing  more  to  be  done  in  thofe  parts,  refolved 
to  fet  the  Spanifli  prifoners  a-fliore,  according  to  their  rcquefi, 
on  the  ifland  of  Baru,  and  then  proceed  for  Jamaica ;  which 
he   performed  accordingly,  and  the  Spaniih  rcar-admirad  rc- 


«  Burchet*s  naval  hiftory,  p.  706.  Burner.  The . complete  hiftory  ofEtt- 
rope,  for  1708.  Aonalt  of  ^ticco  Anne.  OHmsxon*!  biAory  of  the  Stoartt, 
voL  ii.  p.  414. 

tiuncd, 
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tuinedy  as  long  as  he  lived,  a  grateful  fenfe  of  the  commodore's 
civility <>.  ...    .       \' 

On  the  8th  of  July^  the  Expedition,  Kingfton,  and  Vulture 
fire-(hip^  brought  the  prize-  fafe  into  Port-Royal  barboort 
where  the  commodore  foon  after  arrived. ,  He  found,  at  his 
return,  the  new  a£l  of  parliament  for  the  diftribution  of  prizes  ; 
and  though  he  had  before  permitted  the  failors  to  plunder  as 
they  thought  fir,  vtien  the  prize  was  taken,  yet  now  he  ap« 
|K>inted  agents,  in  obedience  to  that  aft  of  parliament,  and  pt'^ 
dered  captain  Long  to  deliver  up  near  thirty  thoufahd  pounds 
worth  of  filver  and  efFrAs,  that  he  had  taken  between  decks, 
in  order  to  fatisfy  the  failors  of  the  uprightnefs  of  his  intentions. 
He  iikewife  took  care  to  difpatch  proper  intelligence  to  Eng- 
land, that  (hips  might  be  fitted  out  to  cruize  for  the  galleons 
that  had  efcaped;  and,  on  the  23d  of  July,  he  held  a  court- 
martial  on  the  two  captaiiis  who  had  behaved  fo  indifferently  in 

the  late  engagements^. 

A  fcvir 


^  Accor^iog  to  cbe  account  %\reh  to  the  commrxlore  hy  theft  prironerc,  of 
the  flrength  An4  value  ot  the  fquidron,  and  which  fcem«  to  delcrve  more  cre- 
dit than  any  others^  the  admiral,  called  the  Sr.  Jofeph,  carried  Ctxty-four  gODS, 
and  had  fix  hundred  men,  of  whqm  feventrfcn  .onl^  were  Tavedt  tnd  had  oa 
board  about  ieyen  millions  in  gold  and  Olver;  the  vice-adminti  m9Dnted  fiKty- 
foar  gaos,  and  had  between  four  and  five  hundred  men,  with  about  fix  mil* 
iions )  the  reafadmir^  momued  forry-four  ^uns,  hut  carried  eleven  more  in 
her  hdd,  and  had  only  thirteen  chefls  of  pieces  of  eight,  and  fourteeti  foas 
of  filver,  the  red  of  the  galleons  were,  for  the  mofl  part,  loaded  xi.ich  cocoa. 
It  it  very  remarkable,  that  in  all  the  a^ion,  the  commodore  had  but  two  men 
killed,  and  nine  wounded.  .  f  (hall  take  this  opportunity  of  adding  a  fuccin^l 
account,  of  a  gallant  exploit  performed  by  an  Englilb  ofHcer,  a  liti^e  befoie 
the  taking  .the  galleons.  Captain  CJcbay,  commander  of  a  privateer  Hoop,  of 
about  an  hundred  men,  meeting  with  fourteen .  fail  of  brigantioes  and  Aoops^ 
laden  with  v«tluible  goods,  going  ^rom  (he  galleons  at  Porto  Bello,  to  Pana* 
ma,  under  convoy  of  a  guard  Hiiop,  bravely  fcugbc  the  guard  fl  )op,  and  tock 
her  and  fix  more.  The  Spaniards  offered  the  .captain  one  hundred  and  eighty 
choiifand  pieces  of  eight  for  the  ranfom  of  the  n<  op,  which  he  refufcd. 

.    c  In  the  London  Gazette,  N°.  4476,  we  have  the  following  account  of  the 
proceedings  of  this  court- mar(i«l : 

At  a  court- martial  held  on  board  her  m-j-Oy's  fhtp  Expedition,  at  I'ort  Royat, 

in  Jamaica,  the  a  3d  of  Jnly  1708, 
t»        R        E        3        la        N        T, 

Charlet  W«ger,    K^<i;  cnmmandrr  in  chief  of  a  fq^i^-Iron  of  ber  maj^fty'a 
blips  \q  the  Weft  Indies,  pR  e  5 1  d  E  k  T  : 

Vpt,  Iir.  Dd  Captain 


m^ 
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A  few  days  acfiter,  the  commodore  received  a  commiffioD,  jp 
pointing  him  rear-admiral  of  the  bloe**,  which  bcNne  datebdvt: 
his  taking  of  the  gaHeon ;  and  therefore,  as  Mr.  Lediard  ^ 
juftly  obfcrves  *,  ought  not  to  be  confidered  as  a  rewaxd  t» 
that  a£Uon  ^  ii^  which  lights  hoWCTer^  E^any  etb^er  writers  Iuk 


:--ai 


Ca)>taio  Btrrow  Harrii,  of  the  AfCdanee;  captain  Tadot  Trtror,  of  &t 
IViadfoF,  captain  Humphrey  Pudner,  of  the  Severne  5  captain  Stephen  Hufcfc- 
fbc,  of  the  Scarborough ;  captain  Heniy  Loogy  of  the  Expcfficiov}  captiii 
Abrahim  Tudor,  of  the  Dolphio. 

All  duly  fworn,  atoording  to  to  aft  of  ptrlianent. 

Captain  SVmon  fiVidget,  commander  of  her  najbftf'c  flSip  the  King^is^  v* 
fried  for  not  haviag  ptrformed  bis  doty  in  a  late  a£Hon  witli  tkc  SpaoiA  |>^ 
Icons,  OR  the  coaft  vf  Carthagenj,  in  New  Spain,  on  the  i8ih,  :k9th,  and  3?'^ 
ef  May  lad ;  znd  it  did  appear  by  CTidcnce  apon  oath,^  diat  the  faid  capuu  Si- 
mon Bridges,  through  mifconduA,  did  not  ofe  hh  atmoft  •ndeavoizn  to  a* 
gage,  and  talee  the  enemy,  on  the  i9(h  of  M«y  laft,  at  nlglic ;  aad  tbat  br 
did  too  negligently  purfoe  the  chace  of  the  Spaniifa  vice-admiral,  the  i9<h  «c^ 
^oth  :  and  that  he  left  off  chace,  when  wkhin  guQ*(hot  of  the  £aid  (hip,  dccbc- 
ing  the  pilot'a  knowledge,,  and  bearing  near  the  fhoal,  called  Salmadinas,  tbcii|a 
the  pilot  offered  to  carry  the  (hip  withro  the  faid  (hoal,  aft«r  the  faid  Tire-a^v^ 
ral  $  bat  no  want  of  p^fonal  courage  bdng  aHedged  agai&ft  Irito,  ckvf  am^ 
does  only  find  him  guilty  of  the  breach  of  part  of  the  aatb,  jud  part  of  ibe 
i4th  articles  of  war,  and  for  the  faid  of&nce,  do  dirmifs  him,  the  §ad  captiia 
Simon  Bridges,  from  being  captain  of  her  majefly's  (hip  KingAon. 

Captain  Edward  Windfor,  commandar  of  her  mtjcfly's  (hip  the  PortlaTi^ 
lacing  tried  for  not  doing  his  diKy,  in  a  hte  aflioo  with  the  Spanifli  gaHeoiu. 
on  the  ioaflfof  Carthagena,  in  New  Spain,  on  the  zSth,  a^th<  aud  ^och  of  M  t 
hft ;  it  did  appear,  by  evidence  upon  oath,  that  the  faid  captain  Edward  \V\flO 
for  was  (tick  in  his  duty,  by  not  bearing  fo  near  the  enemy  as  to  keep  CgM 
of  fome  of  them,  when  they  were  engaged  on  the  i8tb  at  night;  that  opos 
chacing  the  endrnf  next  day,  by  fignal  from  the  commodore,  be  left  ottehxty 
and  bore  down  to  Che  Kiogfton  in  the  evenii^,  when  he  ought  not  to  have  doce 
fo  J  and  that  on  the  ^^oth,  when  the  Kingfton  and  Portland  chaced  the  ficrd* 
miral  of  the  galleons,  near  the  Salihadinas,  he  ftortened  fail  before  he  am: 
i^p  with  the  faid  fliip,  fo  far  as  he  might  have  dbne ;  but  ft  appears,  that  bs 
xvas  led  into  thefe  mtAakes  through  want  of  jndgoaent,  and  haviog  too  pat 
a  regard  to  captain  Bridges,  of  the  RingOon,  as  a  feoior  oAotr,  This  coert 
iiaving  duly  conftdcred  the  whole  matter,  do  6nd  him  guilty  of  the  hrctch  ot 
fome  part  of  the  lath,  and  part  of  the  14th  articles  of  war,  and  for  the  fv^ 
offence,  do  difmifs  him,  the  faid  captain  Edward  Windfbr,  from  Mng  capui* 
of  her  roajefty*s  (hip  Portland. 


<*  Barchet*s  naval  hidory,  p.  709, 
ftl.  ii.  p.  8jS« 


<  Naval  bUlory  of  EngUaJ, 
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2]3aced  ft  f*    Cap^aia  John  Edwards  arriviag  at  Jamaica,  with 

the   Monmoutb9  a  third  r:at€y  the  JerCey,  a  fourth,  and  the 

Roebuck,  a  fifth  rate,  Wought  the  rear-admiral  orders,  to  fend 

lioiae  with  him,  the  £:y;pedition,  Windibr>  Affiftaoce^  Dolphin, 

I>imkirk*8  prize,  and  Vulture  fire-&ip,  with  which  he  complied  ; 

and  bf  the  btter  end  of  September,  they  all  failed  for  England, 

the  Dimkiiic'*  prize  excepted,  which  frigat«,  oot  being  in  a 

conditioa  to  be  trufted  home  in  the  winter,  the  rear-admira} 

fent  her  out  on  a  ifaort  cruise,  With  the  Monmouth,  {the  fhip  ioi 

which  he  was  to  hoift  his  flag),  under  the  jcommand  of  his  firft 

lieutenant,  when,  in  the  Expedition,  captain  Piiryb  and  they 

brooght  in  two  French  merchant  fhips,  one  of  xme  hundred,  the 

-other  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons^  loaden  with  wine,  brandy, 

and  other  g9odS|  from  Rochclle  to  Petit  Guaras ;  bm  cruizing 

foon  after,  on  the  noith.fide  of  Hifpaniola,  the  Dunkirk's  prizs 

chaceda  French  (hip,  until  (be  ran  on  fliore  near  Port  Fran^ife, 

and  foHowtng  her  too  near,  the  pilot  not  being  well  acquainted, 

ihe  ftruck  upon  a  ledge  of  rocks,  where,  being  a  very  weak 

ihip,  &e  fooB  bulged^  captain  Purvis,  with  fome  of  his  men, 

.got  i^oa  a  fiaall  key,  or  uninhabited  ifland,  within  fhot  of  the 

Trench  fhip ;  and  though  ike  had  fourteen  guns,  and  fixty  men, 

and  fired  fmartiy  upon  them,  yet  having  his  own  boats,  with  a 

canoe  he  had  taken,  and  having  made  a  ftage,  from  whence  he 

«ra8  ready  to  attack  them,  the  French  demanded  quarter,  and 

iurrendered  the  fliip,  upon  agreement,  that  her  commander  and 

inen  fiiould  be  put  on  (hore  i  and  with  this  (hip  captain  Purvis 

arrived  at  Jamaica,  with  all  his  company,  except  twenty-one, 

who  rdufed  to  aflifi:  in  the  attempt,  believing  it  altogether  im- 

poffible  to  fucceed  therein  K 

Upon  intelligence  fent  the  rear-admiral  from  the  admiralty, 
that  M.  du  Guai  Trouin  was  failed  with  a  firong  fquadron, 
which  it  was  believed  might  be  intended  to  execute  (bme  defign 
fipon  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  a  council  of  war  was  held  on  the 
iflqf  December,  1708,  where  were  preient,  befides  re^r-^d** 


f  Coinmna  rollrats,  p.  ^pj.  The  complete  hiilory  of  Europe,  for  lyoS, 
p«  xsi*    Putnter*s  chronological  hillorian,  vol.  U.  p.  599. 

i  Burchei*t  naval  biftory,  p,  709.  Aniials  of  queca  A^nc.  01(lmiyon*<  hif* 
Ipry  of  ibe  Stfiafts,  vol.  ii. 
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niiral  Wager,  captain  Trevor,  of  tbeKingfton  ;  capcaia  PudRcr, 
of  the  Severne;  captain  Hutcbins,  of  the  Portland  ;  captain  Ter- 
pen, of  the  Jcrfey;  captain  Charles  Hardy,  of  tlic  Roebuck; 
9nd  if  being  judged,  that,  if  they  made  fuch  an  attenapr,  k 
vould  be  againil  the  harbour  of  Port  Royal  ^  it  was  determiii- 
ed,  that  all  her  majelly's  fliips  there,  except  fucb  as  it  might  be 
neceflary  to  fend  to  windward,  for  intelligence,  or  oa  any  other 
extraordinary  occafion,  fliould  be  drawn  up  in  a  line,   at  tbe 
entrance. of  the  faid  harbour,  fo  as  that,  with  the  ailjilance  of 
the  fort,  they  might  in  the  heft  manner  poifible  defend  it,  and 
mod  annoy  the  enemy.    The  i8tb  of  January,  another  council 
of  war  was  called,  and  fince  the  letter  of  advice  before-meo- 
tioned  was  dated  almoft  fix  months  before,  it  was  coaIidered« 
whether  the  fquadron  (hould  be  kept  any  longer  togetber,  fince 
the  enemies  (hips  bad  not  appeared  ^  In  which  it  wa§  at  length 
determined,  they  ought  to  be  employed  on  neceflary  (lerviccs. 
Thus  we  have  brought   the  proceedings  in  the  Weft  Indies 
down  to  the  clofc  of  this  year,  and,  according  to  the  method 
iiitherto  purfued,  we  are  now  to  return  home,  and  to  give  an 
account  of  fuch  remarkable  events  there,  as  have  relation  to  tbe 

*  « 

affairs  of  the  navy  ^ 

On  the  27th  of  Ocvober,  a  court-martial  was  held  on  board 
the  Royal  Anne,  at  Spithead,  for  the  trials  of  captain  Richard 
r.dwards,  of  the  Cumberland;  captain  John  Balchen,  of  the 
Cheftcr  5  and  captain  Baron  Wild,  of  the  Royal  Oak  ;  the  two 
ill  11  for  lofing  their  fhips,  and  the  lail  for  breaking  the  line, 
dilbbeying  his  commanding  oflicer's  orders,  jvnd  neglcdl  of  duty. 
After  a  ftriiTt  examination  of  witncfles,  and  free  liberty  givea 
to  tlie  perfons  accufcd  to  make  their  defence,  and  to  produce 
wliatever  teftimonies  were  in  their  power,  captain  Edwards  was 
moft  honourably  acquitted,  and  acclarcd  to  have  done  his  doty, 
ill  every  rcfpe<i^,  both  as  captain  and  commodore;  and  captain 
John  Balchen  was  alfo  acquitted;  but  captain  Baron  Wild  be- 
ing found  guilty  of  neglect  of  duty,  and  difobcying  orders,  was 


*  The  French  writers  thcmfclvcs  own,  that  affairs  went  very  HI  in  this  part 
of  ihc  world  J  and  bifhop  Burnet,  who  is  ufualiy  hard'enon^h  upon  che  mifcar- 
filers  at  Isa,  has  nothing  to  Uy  as  10  this  year's  condu^^  but  that  wc  d'd  noC 
fake  fo  many  of  the  gallcoys  as  was  expe^ed  ;  yet  he  lys  rhis  at  the  rifiht  dooft 

ji  mcaa  at  lii^t  uf  trie  capr«ins  v.-ho  were  broke  by  the  couririnartiih 

J  .f  .  .  .    .  • 

not 
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pot  only  caihiered,  but  declared  incapable  of  ever  ferving  in  the 
^yal  navyi. 

On  the  28th  of  O^ber,  died  his  royal  highnefs  George 
prince  of  Denmark,  lord  high-admiral  of  England,  and  her 
Britiih  majefty's  confort,  at  Kenfington,  of  an  afthma'^.  He 
Was  bom  in  1653 ;  married  to  her  majefly  the  28ch  of  July, 
1683;  and  on  the  13th  of  NovembCT,  1708,  he  was  interred 
in  the  abbey-church  of  Weftminfter,  at  ten  in  the  evening.  At 
this  hour,  the  ordnance  on  the  platform,  and  on  board  all  the 
fliips  in  the  harbour  of  Portfrnouth,  were  fired,  a  minute  after 
each  other,  which  lafted  for  fome  hours ,  and  the  next  morn« 
ing  the  union  flag  was  hoifted  again,  which  had  been  taken 
down  on  the  news  of  his  royal  highnefs's  death  ^  Her  majefly 
^as  pleafed  to  keep  the  admiralty  in  her  own  hands,  for  about 
three  weeks ;  and,  on  the  25th  of  November,  ilie  appointed 
Thomas  earl  of  Pembroke"^  lord  high-admiral  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland,  to  the  great  fatisfa£kion  of  the  whole  nation  °. 

The  new  parliament  meeting  on  the  |8th  of  November,  and 
having  chofdn  Sir  Richard  Onflow,  Bart,  for  their  fpeaker,  the 
lord  high-chancellor,  in  a  f^^eech  from  the  throne,  recommend-* 
cd  a  provifion  for  the  navy,  and  efpecially  for  the  building  of 


I  AnnaU  of  queen  Anne.     Ledlard^s  naval  hlflory.  k  Boycr*s  life  of 

queen  Anne,  p.  iS7»     Oldmixon's  hiOory  of  the  Stuarts,  vol.  H.  p.  415.     Lon*- 
dto  Gatctte,  N^.  4484.  i  The  complece  hiftory  of  Hurope,  for  1708, 

p.  43»«     London   Gazette,   N^.  4488,  4489,  ">   Burnet*s   hiAory  of 

hU  own  tiooei,  voU  ii.  p.  516.     Pointer**  dironoiogical  hi(lurian,  vol.  ii.  p.  6o», 
London  Gazette,  K^^  4492- 

n  Bifhop  Burnet  gives  this  account  of  the  matter :  *<  In  the  end  of  O^ober, 
**  George  pruice  of  Peomark  died,  in  the  6fty-n&th  year  of  his  age,  after  ho 
•<  bad  been  twenty  five  years  and  fome  months  married  to  the  queen :  he  wai 
**  afthmatical,  which  grew  on  hin)  with  bis  years;  for  fome  time  he  was  conft- 
'*  dered  as  a  dying  man,  but  the  laft  year  of  his  life  he  Teemed  to  recover  a 
**  better  (late  of'bealtii.  ^*he  qoeen  Had  been,  during  the  whole  courfe  of  her- 
**  iharrUge,  an  cxtraotclinary  tender  9nd  affcdionate  wife ;  and  in  all  his  ill* 
**  oefs,  which  lafted  fome  years,  (he  would  never  leave  his  bed,  but  fometimei 
•<  fat  up 'half  the  night  in  the  bed  by  him,  with  fuch  care  and  concern,  that  (be 
•*  was  looked  00,  very  defervedly,  as  a  pattern  in  this  refpe^.  This  prince 
**  bad  (hewed  himielf  brave  In  war,  both  in  Denmark  and  Ireland :  his  temper 
**  was  mild  and  gentle  :  he  had  made  a  good  progrefs  in  mathematics:  he  had 
•'  travelled  through  France,  Italy,  and  Germany,  and  knew  much  more  thad 
«*  hc^oiild  wcllcxprefs;  for  be  fpoke  acc^clred  languages  ill  and  u-^gtacefully." 

new 
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new  ihipsi  and  fortifying  our  ports.  On  tbe  fixth  of  DecembcTi 
the  houfe  of  commons  addrefied^  for  an  account  of  the  number 
of  mctif  that  might  be  wanting  to  man  htr  mafcftj's  aavj,  for 
the  year  1709*  which  was  promifed,  and  upon  thisy  accoonti 
being  laid  before  the  houfe,  they  agreed  to  it  immediafecljy  aaii 
voted  the  fame  number  of  men,  with  the  fame  aHovance,  ao^ 
the  fame  fum  for  the  ordinary  ufe  of  the  navy,  as  had  been  gt- 
ven  the  year  before ;  but  foon  after,  tbe  commons  tfaongfat  fit  to 
appoint  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  number  of  fliips  eaipby* 
td  as  cruiaert  and  convoys ;  as  aUb  to  diicorer  the  true  rcafons 
of  the  great  increafe  of  the  navy  debt ;  aad  on  their  report^  they 
came  to  a  refolution  on  the  24th  of  March,  <*  That  an  rnddrdi 
<<  be  prefented  to  her  majefiy,  to  defire  that  (he  wonld  be  pleaA 
«<  ed  to  give  dircAions  to  the  proper  officers,  to  lay  before  the 
«  houfe,  an  account  of  all  the  fums  of  money  granted,  or  to- 
«  ted,  fince  her  majefty's  acceffion  to  the  crowa,  and  how  far 
<>  the  fame  had  proved  deficient/'    At  the  fame  time,  they  or* 
dered  the  commiffioners  of  the  navy  to  lay  before  than  the 
caufes  of  the  increafe  of  the  debt  of  tbe  navy.     But,  to  this  ad« 
drefs,  it  feems,  the  miniftry  did  not  think  fit  her  majefty  &oq1J 
give  any  anfwer;  fo  tbe  affair  dropped  for  that  timc^.    It  is 
certain,  and  indeed  it  was  very  natural,  this  condu£^  of  the 
court  gave  great  offence  y  yet  the  commons  were  ib  hearty  in 
the  profecution  of  the  war,  that,  with  their  ufual  liberality, 
they  gave  for  the  fervice  of  tbe  year  1 709,  no  lefs  a  fum  than 

<5>457»83ol- 

There  were  alfo  in  this  fcflion  Ibme  other  things  done  for 

promoting  trade  and  the  plantations,  fuch  as  a  grant  of  1 03,^03  L 

for  tbe  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Nevis,  and  St«  Chrii^o* 

phers,  and  a  vote  in  favour  of  the  trade  to  Africa  *  5  but  the 

inoft  remartable  was,  the  joint  addrefs  of  both  houfes,  that  her 

KnajcAy  would  be  pleafed  not  to  conclude  any  peace  with  the 

French  king,  uniefs  he  confented  to  demohOi  the  fortifications 

and  harbour  of  Dunkirk;  which  point  being  accordingly  infill- 

^  Bnrnet*s  biftory  of  his  own  tames,  toI.  xu  p.  $16,    Oldmlxon's  biCary  of 

fhc  Sraarts,  vol.  ii,  p.  4x4*  4W.     The  complete  hiftorf  of  Eorope,  for  tbe 
^car  1709,  p.  4j,  44.     Chandler's  debates,  vol.  iv.  p.  114. 

P  Bayet's  life  i>f  qneen  Anne,  p.  379.    The  coaiple(c  hiiUry  of  Europe,  for 


p,  9«.     0\d(T.i\oni  hidory  of  Che  Stuarts,  vol.  ii^ 


ed 
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ed  apcfti  in  the  coaferenccs  at  the  Hague,  with  M.  de  Torci,  fot 

fettUog  the  preliminaries  of  a  general  peace ;  and  that  minifter 

Ihewing  greater  relu&nce  to  confent  to  this,  than  to  any  other 

ef  the  articles,  alledging,  that  his  mailer  bought,  and  paid  for  thii 

town  and  port,  befides  laying  out  inunenfe  Turns  upon  it  fince^ 

ivhich  So  provoked  prince  Eugene,  that  he  could  not  help  telling 

the  French  minifters,  with  great  warmth,  that  he  wondered 

they  (hovld  fpend  fo  many  words  about  it,  and  that  they  ought 

rather  to  admire  the  generoHty  of  a  prtncefs,  who,  having  it  is 

hct  power  to  preicribe  them  harder  terms,  and  force  them  to 

deliver  that,  with  what  other  places  (he  pleafed,  and  revive  ma* 

ny  pretenfions  of  the  crown  of  England,  gave  an  unparalleled 

example  of  her  moderation  <>.    This  had  fuch  an  cfieA,  that 

the  point  was  immediately  given  up,  and  the  following  article 

makes  the  feventeenth  of  the  preliminaries  they  agreed  on. 

**  His  mod  Chriftian  majefly  promifes,  to  caufe  all  the  forti'* 
«<  fications  of  the  town  of  Dunkirk,  the  harbour,  and  Ryf- 
<*  banck,  and  others  depending  on  the  fame,  without  any  ex* 
^^  cqption,  to  be  demolifhed  at  his  own  charges ;  fo  that  one 
^  half  of  the  fortifications  be  demolifhed,  and  one  half  of  the 
<<  barbottr  filled  up  within  two  months,  and  the  other  half  of 
<<  the  faid  fortifications  razed,  and  the  other  half  of  the  faid 
^*  harbour  filled  up  in  two  other  months,  the  whole  to  the  fa- 
^  tisfaAion  of  the  queen  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  lords  the 
*<  States*general  of  the  United  Provinces;  and  it  (hall  never 
^<  be  allowed  to  re-eftablifh  the  faid  fortifications,  or  render  the 
«*  harbour  navigable,  dire£tly  or  indireftly  '.*' 

I  have  taken  particular  notice  of  this,  in  order  to  fhew  how 
nnanimotts  all  parties  in  this  nation  have  ever  been,  as* to  thcrr 
fentiments  on  this  head ;  for  it  was  lord  Somers  who  moved 
this  afiair  in  the  upper  houfe :  and  therefore,  the  meafurc  ought 
.  to  be  confidered  as  a  dircft  proof  of  the  difpoficion  of  the  Whig 
roiniftry,  as  the  inferting  a  like  claufe  in  the  treaty  of  Utrecht, 
pkinly  (hews  the  fcnfe  of  Tory  minifters ;  whence  I  conclude, 
that  there  muft  be  a  total  revolution  of  parties  in  this  country. 


^  Complete  hiftory  of  Europe,  for  the  year  1709,  p.  140.  "■  Thefc 

articles  may  be  found  in  all  the  general  coUcAionij  pArncu'^rly  in  the  conaplete 
hidory  of  Eiuope  before-mentioned,  p.  14$. 

before 
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e  a  let  of  men  capable  of  wealcemfig  tbi> 

in  any  rcfpcA,  by  coDfenting  to,  pr  even 
;ortng  this  port,  ib  fatal  to  the  commerce  of 
iners.  To  thefe  points,  1  QiaU  add  the  io- 
u£t  of  the  miniftrf  in  the  late  invafion^ 
w  the  refolutions  of  the  houfe  of  coounoiUr 

the  admiralty  commended'; 
i  to  the  operations  of  tbfe  year  i^op,  it  may 

notice  of  a  great  naval  promotion  made  l^ 
is  rcafon,  bccaufe  it  was  one  of  the  noblefi 
lajelly'i  concern  and  regard  towdrds  fiich.of 
fcrved  with  extraordinary  diligence  a&d  a^li- 
ioit  of  rear-admiral  of  Great  Britain  kaving 
c  death  of  Sir  Cloudefley  SboTel,  her  maje* 
Lce  and  favour,  without  the  intcrpolition  of 
i,  bef^owcd  it  on  Sir  John  LbaeEj  wirh 
ipliment,  "  That  (he  was  put  in  miiid  of  It 
lie  people." 

tig,  lord  Durfley,  who  commanded  in  tbt 
ea  with  his  fcjuadron,  and  took  fcrcral  prized 
and  on  the  lid  of  February,  his  lordfliip 
im  the  Kent,  Flymouih,  Monk,  and  Litch- 
even  fail  twelve  leagues  from  Sciily.  This 
ee  in  the  morning,  and  tbelr  lights  being 
ladc  the  (ignal  for  wearing,  which  was  obey- 
lout  imminent  danger  of  falling  amongft  the 
roved  to  be  M.  du  Guai  Trouin's  fqaadroK. 

the  darknefs  of  the  weather,  bis  l6rd(hip 
then  ftretching  away  for  Plymouth^  captain 
nouth,  whom  his  Idrdlhip  had  lent  in  a  little 
,  informed  him,  that  he  had  been  chaced  by 
the  Lizard^  and  that  they  were  the  fame,  in 
h  had  fallen  in  with,  and  engaged  captain 
e  from  Ireland'.  This  affair  having  made 
Joing  extraordinary  honour  to  the  bravery  of 

,  comFltCc  hldorr  of  Europe,  innilf  of  qgnn  Anrf, 
t  Bilrchtl'iniMl  bifloir,  p.  J»i,    Tfce 
'pt,  f-ii  iT:t-     Anai.'.i  lC <fueci\  Anne. 
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mur  EngK(h  officers,  I  (hall  give  a  particular  account  of  it  from 
the  captain's  own  papers. 

On  the  «Sth  of  February^  captain  Toilet,  in  the  Aflurance, 
©f  70  guns,  with  the  Sunderland,  of  60,  Hampfliire  and 
^ngiefea,  of  ^o  guns  eachj,  failed  from  Corke,  and  being  joined 
Dv  the  AiTiilance,  a  co  guri  (hip,  as  alfo  with  the  trade  from 
Ktngfale,  contiaued  his  voyage  for  England.  On  the  fecond  of 
March, .  about  five  in  the  morning,  being  then  eight  leagues 
S.  S.  W.  of  the  Lizard,  he  faw  four  fail  ftanding  after  liim^ 
About  feven,  they  came  within  random  fhot;  whereupon  he 
xnade  the  fignal  for  drawing  into  a  line  of  battle^  and  another 
for  the  merchant- men  to  bear  awav  as  they  bed  could  for  their 
own  fecurity ;  fome  of  them,  with  the  Anglelea  and  the  Sunder- 
land,  having  before  loft  company.  About  eight,  the  enemy 
bore  down  in  a  U|jc,  and  when  they  were  come  within  mulket 
Chot,  they  hpifted  Freoch  colours.  ... 

The  French  commodore,  who  was  in  a  fliip  of  70  guns  or  up* 
ward^,  cam*  ranging  along  the  larboard  fide  of  the  Aflurance, 
and  fell  aboard  her^  fo  that  they  engaged  yard-arm  and  yard- 
^rm,  for  the  fpace  of  almoft  half  an  hour ;  during  which,  the 
Frenchman  plied  captain  Toilet  fo  warmly  with  fmall  fliot,  a^    ^ 
to  cut  oflTmoft  of  his  marines  and  feamcn  that  were  quartered 
on  deck.     They  then  put  off,  and  fell  on  board  again  on  the  lee 
fide  of  the  Aflurance,  firft  ranging  on  her  bow,  and  then  orx 
hcp  quarter,  while  fhe  fired  her  upper  deck,  and  part  of  her 
lower  deck  guns,  with  fuch  vigour,  that  flie  obliged  the  enemy 
to  (hecr  oflP,  and  ftand  away  a-head  towards  the  merchant-men. 
The  three  other  Ihips,  which  were  of  40  or^5c  guns,  then 
came  ranging  along-fide  the  Aflurance,  firing  fcveral  brojid- 
Ildes  into  her,  an4  after  that  bore  away  as  the  former.     The 
damage  (he  received  was  very  great  \  her  fides  were  fhot  through 
and  throbgh  in  niany  (places  \  her  fhrouds  and  back-ftays  cut  to 
pieces,  as  likewife  her  mafn  and  falfe  ftay  ;  which,  if  not  time- 
ly feen,  had  occafioned  the  lofs  of  her  maft.     Her  fore-fail  and 
fore-top-fail  were  torn  to  pieces ;  her  beft  bower  cut  away  ;  one 
of  the  fllikes  of  the  fpare  anchor  (hot  off,  and  her  fmall  bower, 
by  the  enemies  boarding,  drove  through  her  bow.     All  poffibJc 
difpatch  was  made  in  fitting  her  rigging, which,  with  the  bending 
of  a  new  fore-fail,and  fore*top-fail,  took  up  fome  time.  Aftej  this 
Vol.  III.  E  e  the 
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the  flupsof  war  all  bore  down,  to  fccure  what  merchant  fliips  thc^ 
could,  cxpcfting  to  have  engaged  the  enemy  again  j  but  ihcy  de- 
clined it.  The  captain  of  the  Aflurance,.  wha  had  been  fbor 
months  (ick>  and  had  been  carried' upon  deck  in  a  dfaairy  was 
trounded  *,  the  firft  lieutenant  was  (hot  in  the  leg,  which  being 
drefled,  he  then  returned  to  his  charge  upon  deck  y  the  feccnd 
lieutenant  was  killed',  as  were  feveral  French  officers,  wlxom  thej 
brought  bom  Ireland  ;  hot  more  of  the  latter  were  wounded. 
ta  the  whole>;  the  AiTurance  Had  five  and  twenty  killed,  and 
three  and  fifty  weunded,  and  fbme  of  thefe  died  of  their  wonnds; 
for  the  enemy  making  their  chief  attempt  on  her,  ffie  had  been 
feverely  treated  ;  the  R^mpfhire  had  only  two  killed,  and  ele- 
ven wounded  ;  the  Affidance  eight  killed,  and  one  and  twenty 
wounded',  among  the  latter  was  captain  Tudor,  her  oommander,, 
who  died' afterwards  of  his  wounds  ^; 

M.  du  Gkiai  Trouin,  who  commanded' the  French  fquadron, 
Kad  abundance  of  men  killed  and  wounded,  and  took  only  five 
merchant-mei),  which  it  was^  believed  he  fent  into  Breft.  In  the 
memoirs,,  which  go  under  his  name,  it  is  acknowledged,  that 
our  ofilcers  did  their  duty  extremely  well ;.  that  not  only  hit 
4wn  fhip  was  very  roughly  handled  by  captain  Toilet,  btit  aBb,* 
tt)<it  the  Amazon,  and  the  dory,,  that  were  with  htm,  met  the 
like  reception  from  the  Hampfhire  and  the  AQiftance.  As  to- 
the  five  prizes^,  he  fays,  that  two  of  them  were  fcnt  to  St. 
Maloe^,  6ht  got  into  Calais^,  and  the  other  two  foundered'  oi> 
she  Englifli^cfdafl?*. 


u  It  If  toitzing  that  Kf r.  Se«ret«rv  Burcliet  (honld  ttnintt  to  gr^%  a  mifblEk 
as  he  has  done,  with  irfyiA  to  the  datat  in  this  engagement.  He  tells  us,  p.  71^ 
that  captain  l^ollel  faii^  fttm  Corke  on  the  i^h  of  April ;  and  immediacclf 
after,  he  informs  us,  that  the  engagement  happened  on  the  0th  ;  Kat  he  does  nor 
rtll  us  of  what  month,  though^  firom  the  former  account,  k  mad  have  bees 
May.  Mr.  Lediard  faw,  and  corre6tJrd  this  miOake ;  but  without  bringing  as- 
any  authority,  though  he  happens  cu  be  right  in  his  conjecture.  We  do  nor. 
However,  truft  to  that  method.  Tn  the  London  <&.  zctie,  N^«  4}^t»  »  a  fetter 
ffbm  on  board  the  Alfurance,  with  an  accounr  of  this  tranfa^Uoo,  datod  in  Ha* 
mozr,  March  3^  and  therein  the  engagemeot  il  cjquefsly  (a&i  to  have  faappeocd 
the  day  before. 

w  The  French  journals  of  thofe  times,  acknowledge  the  fame  thing,  and 
^wn,  that  their  fhips  were  rery  roughly  treated}  and  that,  if  onr  iqiadxofl  had 
tfbed  Uropger,  it  would  have  \fcpk  diffitnit  for  tbem  to  efoapo* 

Lord 
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Saoril  Borfljey^  on  the  aotb  of  March,  ordered  three  (hips  to 

'Cruize  ofFBrefti  to  gain  intelligence;,  and  in  the  mean  time  the 

Salifburj  took  a  French  Weft  India  fhip,  richly  laden  ;  but  the 

HAofi  valuable  part  of  her  effe£ls  were  immediately  taken  out, 

iAecaufe  (he  proved  To  .leaky»  that  it  was  iufpeftcd  flie  might 

-founder  at  fea.     On  the  29th,  his  lordfhip  had  orders  to  fee  the 

itiibon  fleet  of  merchantmen  fafe  into  the  Tea ;  but  hislordfhip 

*b»viiig  received  certain  intelligence,  that  M.  du  Guai  Trouin 

was  then  cruizing  at  the  diftance  of  about  thirty-five  leagues 

tfrem  Scilly^  bisiordflbip  propofed  to  leave  the  trade  and  tranf* 

jport^  under  the  protedlipn  of  fome  Dutch  men  of  war  that 

were  expeAed  from  f  ortfmouth>  and  refolved  to^o  himfelf  i^ 

:iearch  of  the  enemy;  but  thcfe  Dutch  (hips  of  war  not  arriving 

in  cimq^.hiftlord&ip  thought  it  better  to  comply  ^ith  his  orders. 

^e  accordingly  elcorted  the  Lilbon  fleet  as  far  as  he  was  direfl- 

•«d,  aqd  had  fcarce  parted  from  them,  on  the  ^ch  of  April,^  be^ 

"fore  he  dKcovered  the  Achilles,  coaimnnde^  by  M.  du  Guai 

TrouiDy  and  the  Glory^  who,  the  day  before,  had  uken  the 

l^riftol  man  of  war,  afifty-gun  ihip4  his^orddiip  immediately 

gave  them  cbace,  recovered  the  BrifVol,  which,  by  a  (hot  in  her 

bread-room,  Tufik  afterwards ;  but  all  the  mei\,  except  twenty^ 

were  faved.    The  Achillea,  much  (battered,  cfcaped  by  her 

€wi{t  failing,  but  the  Le  Gloire,  a  French  4naa  of  war  of  44 

jgtBOii  and  2 12  men  was  taken  4  his  lordfliip  having  about  feventy 

4ncn  killed  and  wounded  in  the  a&ion  ^.     On  the  26th  of  April. 

pMO  fmall  ihips  were  taken,  and  on  the  7th  of  May,  a  privateer^ 

^carrying  14  guns,  and  ipo  men  4  but  the  provisions  through 

all  the  ihips  then  growing  very  (hortj^  his  lordihip^  found  it  ne« 

xetfary  to  return  to  Plymouth  on  the  13th,  with  bis  fquadron^ 

fvhich  confided  at  that  time  of  one  third  and  feven  fourth  ratesp 

.and  there  xeceived  the  unwelcome  new^  that  her  majefty's  fhip 


"  London  Gasctte,  N^.  4$40.  Alt  oor •public  tccofintf  «all  cheFreiicli  mtn 
4yf  «ar  Mken^in  d^ft  «Dg«gcaienry  Lc  Gloire;  but  it  appcart  froqi  the  F  enc^i 
writrrt.  Hut  ihe  true  D«aie  of  it  was«  L,e  Gloricos.  In  ihc  accoQot  pubiiihed 
%y  the  admiralty,  it  appears,  thai  the  Brlftol,  captain  Gore,  waa  taken  in  htr 
paffjge  from  Plymooch  to  Lt(boo,  after  a  very  warm  dispute,  in  which  Stie  bad 
(Tf  fenty  men  killed  and  woondcd.  The  French  man  of  war  waa  taken  by  cap* 
fm  Thomas  Matthews,  ifterwardf  admiral  and  commander  in  chief  in  the  Me^ 
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the  Swcepftakes,  of  32  guns,  had  been  taken  by  two  Frendi 
privateers,  each  of  which  was  of  greater  force  than  that  frigate* 
To  balance  this  piece  of  ill  news,  there  arrived,  about  the 
fame  time,  advice,  that  four  French  men  of  war  Bad  attacked 
fome  New'  England  fhips,  laden  with  mafts,  under  the  convoj 
of  captain  Wahcr  Ryddel,  in  the  Falmouth,' a  fhip  of  50  guns, 
about  twenty-four  leagues  from  Scilly.  This  happened  on  the 
T8th  of  May,  and  the  French  commodore,  a  fixty-gun  ifaip* 
attempting  to  board  the  Falmouth,  captain  Ryddel  faved  him 
the  trouble,  by  filling  his  head-fails,  and  laying  her  on  board 
under  her  boltfprit,  dircdly  athwart  her  hawfer,  and  at  the 
fame  time  raked  her  fore  and  aft  with  bis  cannon.  The  enemy 
continued  in  this  podure  about  an  hour  and  half,  during  which 
time  he  entered  many  men,  but  they  were  repulfed.  How- 
ever, the  number  of  men  on  board  her  being  much  greater  than 

ihofe  in  the  Falmouth,   it  occafloned  various  turns  :    bat  at 

'  ■       .   .         .      .  : 

length  he  thought  fit  to  retire,  having  firft  cut  all  thef  laniards 
of  the  Falmouth's  fore  and  mizen  ihrouds,  Wievtng  it  might 
prevent  her  following  to  refcue  the  convoys,  which  the  enemy 
ftood  after.  Not  with  ftanding  this,  captain -Ryddel  made  fail 
after  him  with  fuch  diligence,  as  enabled  him,  nocwithftanding 
the  bad  condition  he  was  in,  to  prefcrve  them  all,  and  to  brin^ 
them  fafe  into  I^lymouth.  In  this  a£iion  the  Falmoath  had 
thirteen  men  killed,  and  fifty- fix  wounded.  The  captain  him« 
felf  was  wounded  in  the  right  leg,  and  had  feveral  other  hurts ; 
^ind  the  fecond  lieutenant,  and  Mr.  Lawfon,  a  volunteer,  were 
ihot  through  the  body ;  the  Falmouth  had  twenty  thoufaud 
pounds,  New  England  n>oney,  ou  board  her  at  the  time  of  the 
engagement''. 

On  the  very  fame  day,  applicatioa  being  made  to  his  excel- 
lency Thomas  earl  of  Wharton,  then  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland^ 
iignifying  that  two  French  privateers  had  entered  Bantry  Bay, 
and  furprized  the  Ruth  of  London,  a  Weft  India  {hip,  fuppol^ 
rd  to  b^  worth  25,000!.  at  leaft  \  his  lordihip  ordered  captain 
Camock,  in  the  Speedwell,  then  in  the  harbour  of  Kingfale,  to 


y  See  the  London  Gazftte,  N°.  4J43.  Complete  Ki^oty  of  £orope,  for  the 
y^ar  1709,  p.  135.  Burchef,  AnnaU  of  ^uccn  Anne:  but  all  thcfe  Accoustt 
lire  takwD  from  tlut  in  ibe  Gazette. 

"'    "  '  proceed 
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proceed  immediately  in  queft  of  the  faid  privateers  and  their 
prize.  He  accordingly  failed  direftly  for  Becr-havcn,  at  the 
very  entrance  of  which  he  met  one  of  the  privateers  and 
the  prize,  making  the  beft  of  their  way  to  France.  The  prize 
was  immediately  retaken,  on  board  which  the  captain  pat  his 
}ietttenant  with  forty  men,  and  then  continued  the  chace  all 
night;  but  finding  the  privateer  had  given  him  the  flip,  he  the 
next  morning  entered  Bantry  B?y,  and  took  the  other  privateer, 
with  thirty  men  on  board,  moft  of  them  Irifli,  whom  he  fent 
to  the  prifon  of  Gorke,  in  order  to  their  being  tried  for  high 
ireafon  ».  Three  weeks  afterwards,  the  fame  alert  ofHccr  had 
the  good  luck  to  furprife  a  French  privateer  of  twelve  guns  and 
ninety  men,  on  the  very  point  of  taking  three  merchantmen, 
richly  laden^  all  of  whom  he  brought  fafe  into  the  port  of  Lon^* 
donderry  •. 

It  is  now  time  to  return  to  the  proceedings  of  Sir  George 
Byng,  whom  we  left-  in  the  harbour  of  Port  Mahon,  vrhcre 
lie  was  extremely  diftrefled  for  want  of  naval  ftores,  which 
were  on  boarid  the  Arrogant,  a  Oiip  that  had  been  milling  from 
his  arrival  in  tbat  harbour,  in  queH:  of  which  he  detached  fhips 
to  Majorca,  and  to  the  port  of  Cagliari  in  Sardinia ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  difpatched  orders  to  Sir  Edward  Whitaker,  who 
was  ftill  on  the  coaft  of  Italy,  to  join  him  with  his  fquadron, 
in  eafe  the  emperoHs  troops,  that  were  deflgned  for  Catalonia, 
were  not  as  yet  ready.  All  the  nlionth  of  February,  1709,  was 
fpent  in  tedious  expe£lations  ;  but  at  laft,  about  the  middle  of 
March,  Sir  Edward  Whitakcr  arrived,  with  about  3500  men, 
in  tranfports  under  his  convoy,  to  the  great  joy  of  Sir  George 
Bjrng  and  general  Stanhope,  who  had  long  waited  for  thefe 
forces,  in  order  to  attempt  fomething  for  the  relief  of  Alicant, 
then  hefieged  by  an  army  of  12,000  men,  and  for  the  fafety  of 
which,  king  Charles  had  expreflM  nnufual  concern.  As  this 
city  and  caftle  had  been  taken,  as  we  before  have  fliewn,  by 
the  remarkable  valour  of  the  Britifh  feamen  i  as  the  prefent 
fiege  of  it  was  one  of  the  moft  remarkable  a£tions  in  this  age ; 
and  as  the  attempt  made  for  its  relief  cannot  well  be  undcrftood 


s  $«e  Lond.  Gtz.  N^.  4544.    Polnter't  chroiiolo|:cal  biftor/,  vo!.  ii.  p.  62  U 
>  Sec  the  LoDdoQ  Gaactic,  N^  45>6« 
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without  it  -,  I  (ball  take  the  liberty  of  giving  a  faccio^^  accoimt 
of  the  whole  affair,  from  the  ctme  the  place  waa  inveftcd^  to 
its  furrender^. 

ALICANT  is  a  city  and  poit^  cooimanded  by  a  ftioag 
caftle,   (landing  on  a  rock»  at  a  fmall  diAance  from  the  fca* 
land  about  Cxty^eight  miles  fouth  from  the  capital  citj  of  Va- 
lencia.    There  was  in  it  a  pretty  good  garriibn,  under  the 
t  command  of  major-general  Richards,  which  i^ade  an  obilinaie 

defence  againft  a  very  numerous  army  of  the  enemy,  with  a 
very  large  train  of  heavy  artillery,  and  exoeilently  fujiplicd  with 
ammuniciqa.  At  lad^  the  city  being  abibhitely  untenable,  the 
garrifon  refolded  to  retire  into  the  caftle,  whi^  had  hitherto 
been  ^Aeeined  impregnable.  They  funk  three  ciftcrns  in  the 
folid  xcck^  and  then,  with  incredible  labcHir  fiU^d  tbem  with 
water.  The  troops  that  retu'ed  into  it,  were  Sir  Charles  Ho- 
tham's  regiment,  ^nd  that  of  colonel  SibpujFg,  generally  called 
the  French  regiment,  becaufe  it  was  oomppljpd  of  refugees* 
After  (omc  prcgrefe  made  in  this  fecoad  fiege,  t|)e  Frend)  faw 
thstf  it  was  impoffiUe  to  do  -any  great  matter  in  ^e  i^ual  way, 
and  therefore,  contrary  to  all  ^xpc^Ution,  refolded  upon  a 
iwork  excefflvely  laborious,  and,  in  all  outward  appearance,  iin* 
pra^icable ;  which  was  that  of  mining  through  the  folid  rock, 
in  order  to  Mow  up  the  caftle  and  its  garrifon  into  the  air  toge- 
ther. At  £rft  major«-general  Fuchards,  and  all  the  officers  in 
the  place,  looked  upon  the  enemy's  fcheme  as  a  thing  utterly 
smpoflible  to  be  aocomplifbed,  and  were  fecretly  well  pleafcd 
with  their  undertaking,  in  hopes  it  would  give  tin^e  for  our  fleet 
^0  come  to  their  relief;  yet,  this  did  not  hinder  them  from  doing 
all  that  lay  in  t^cir  power  to  incommode  the  workmen,  and, 
at  laft  t<i  countermine  them^« 

The  beiiegers,  however,  yrrought  jb  inceilantly,  and  brought 
(uch  numbers  of  peafants  to  ailiA  them  in  their  labours,  that 
^ey  haying,  in  about  twelve  weeks  time,  finiihed  the  works 
thought  proper  for  this  fervice,  by  very  experieiiced  engineers, 
and  charged  them  with  1500  barrels  of  ppwder,  feveral  large 
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teams,  iron  barS|  and  crows^  and  other  utenfils  of  deftruflion^ 
fummoned  thecaftle  to  furreoder^  March  aoth,  mod  iblemnly 
afloring  a  firfc  and  bohourabre  convoy  to  Barcelona,  with  bag 
and  baggage  for  every  peHbn  in  it,  if  they  firbmitted  within 
three  days,  and  prewnted  the  ruin  of  the  caflle ;  but  threaten* 
ed  otherwife,.  no  mercy  (hould  be  fhewn,  if  any  might  acci- 
dentally efcape  the  blow:  and,  to  drmonftrate  the  reality  of 
their  defign,  they  defired  the  garrifon  might  depute  three,  or 
inore  engineers,  with  other  gentlemen  of  competent  Ikill,  to 
▼iew  their  works,  and  make  a  faithful  report  of  what  they  faw» 
Accordingly,  two  field  officers  went  to  the  mine,  and  were  al* 
)ow>Ri  the  liberty  of  fkiaking  what  fcrutiny  they  pleafed  i  npoii 
which  they  told  the  goTcmor,  that,  if  their  judgment  failed 
them  not,  the  exf^ofion  would  carry  up  the  whole  caAle  to  the 
eaftermoft  battery,  unlefs  it  took  vent  in  their  own  countermine^ 
or  vein  ^  btK,  at  leaft,  they  conceived  it  would  carry  away  the 
fsa-battery,  the  Ibdging-rooms  in  the  caAle-clofe,  fome  of  the 
chambers  cut  for  foldiers  barracks,  and,  they  very  much  feared^ 
Slight  affed  the  great  ciftern  ^, 

A  grand  council  of  war  was  caBed  upon  this  ;  the  French 
meflage  delivered,  and  the  engineers  made  their  report }  the 
befieged  acknowledged  their  want  of  water ;  but  beKeving  the 
fleet  might  be  fenfibte  of  their  diftrefs,  and  confeqnently  under 
fome  concern  for  their  relief,  their  unanimous  refolution  was, 
to  commit  themfclves  to  the  providence  of  God,  and,  what- 
ever fate  attended  them,  to  ftand  the  fpringing  of  the  mine. 
The  French  general,  and  Spanifli  officers,  exprefied  the  utmoft 
concern  at  this  anfwer,  and  the  fecond  night  of  the  three  al- 
lowed, fent  to  divert  them  from  what  they  called,  and  it  is  very 
Kkely  thought,  inexcufable  obftinacy,  offering  the  fame  ho- 
nourable articles  as  before,  even  upon  that  late  compliance; 
but  thefe  ftill  were  rejcfted  by  the  befieged.  The  fatal  third, 
night  approaching,  and  no  fleet  feen,  the  French  fent  their  laft 
fummons,  and  withal  an  affurance,  that  their  mine  was  primed, 
and  (hould  be  fprung  by  (ix  o'clock  the  next  morning;  and 
though,  as  they  faw,  all  hope  and  profpeft  of  relief  was  vain^ 

d  Boycr*5  fife  of  ^oeen  Anne,  p.  393.  Taobman's  memcin  of  the  BrU 
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yet  there  was  room  for  fafety  ftillj  and. the  terms  already  pro* 
pofed  was  in  their  power  to  accept.    The  beCeged  perfiAed  ia 
their  adherence  to  the  refult  of  their  firft  council,  and  the 
French  met  their  ufaal  anfwcr  again  ;  therefpre,  as  a  prologue 
to  their  intended  tragedy,  they  ordered  all  the  inhabitants  of 
that  quarter  to  withdraw  from  their  houles  before  five  o'clock 
the  enfaihg  morning.    The  befieged,  in  the  mean  time,  kept  a 
general  guard,  devoting  themfelves  to  their  meditations.     The 
major-general,  colonel  Sibourg,  and  lieutenant-cdionel  Thor- 
nicroft,  of  Sir  Charles  Hotham's  regiment,  fat   together  in 
the  govemor^s  ufual  lodging- room  ;  other  officers   cantoned 
themfelves  as  their  tempers  inclined  them>  to  pafs  the  meian- 
cholj  night  ^. 

At  length,  day  appearing,  the  governor  was  informed,  that 
the  inhabitants  were  flying  in  crowds  to  the  weftermoft  part  of 
the  town.    The  governor,  attended  by  the  above-mentioned 
gentlemen,  and  about  five  or  fix  other  officers,  went  to  the 
weft'battery,  to  inform  himfelf  better.     After  he  had  remain- 
ed there  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  lieutenant-colonel  Thor- 
nicroft  defired  him  to  remove,  as  being  unable  to  do  any  fer- 
Tjce  there}  he  and  colonel  Sibourg  both  anfwered,  that  no 
danger  was  to  be  apprehended  there,  more  than  in  any  other 
place;  and  that  there  they  would  wait  the  event.     The  lieute- 
nant-colonel remained,  becaufe  his  fuperiors  did,  and  other  of- 
ficers imitated  the  fame  example  :  but  the  hour  of  five  being 
now  confiderably  pad,  the  corporal's  guard  cried  out,  that  the 
train  was  fired,  obferving  fome  fmoke  from  the  lighted  matches, 
and  other  combuftible  matter  near  it,  from  whence  the  fame 
afcended  to  the  centinels  above.  The  governor  and  field*officers 
were  then  urged  to  retreat,  but  refufed. 

The  mine  at  Lift  blew  up ;  the  rock  opened  and  (hut ;  the 
whole  mountain  felt  the  convulGon ;  the  governor  and  field- 
officers,  with  their  company,  ten  gunSj  and  two  mortars,  were 
buried  in  the  abyfs ;  the  walls  of  the  caftle  (hook,  part  of  the 
great  ciftern  fell,  another  ciftern  almoft  clofed,  and  the  rock 
(hut  a  man  to  his  neck  in  its  cliff,  who  lived  many  hours  in  that 
a^i£ting  podure.     About  thirty-fix  centinels  and  womeil  were 
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fiMr^Uotffed  in  different  quarters^  whofe  dying  groans  were  heard, 
fbme  of  them  after  the  fourth  mournful  day.  Many  hoofes  of 
the  town  were  overwhelmed  in  their  ruins^  and  the  caftle  fiif- 
fered  much ;  but,  that  it  wearis  any  form  at  all,  was  owing  to 
the  vent  which  the  ekplofion  forced  through  the  veins  of  the 
rode,  and  the  countermine.  After  the  lofs  of  the  chief  offiters^ 
the  government  fell  of  courfe  to  lieutenant>€olonel  Dalbeume, 
rather  as  I  apprehend  D'Albon,  of  Sibourg's  regiment,  who 
drew  oot  a  detachment  from  the  whole  garrifoni  and  with  it 
inade  i.  defperate  fally,  to  fhew  how  little  he  was  moved  at 
their  thunder.  The  bombs  from  the  caftle  played  on  the  town 
more  violently^  and  the  (hot  galled  every  corner  of  their  ftreets  i 
which  marks  of  their  refentment  they  continued  till  the  arrival 
of  oul:  fleet,  v?hich  they  had  expected  fo  longf . 

The  Spaniih  and  French  hiftorians  fpeak  of  this  aASoii  wuh 
all  imaginable  regard  to  the  gallant  defence*  made  by  the  be-» 
fieged.  The  Spaiiiih  army  was  commanded  by  the  chevalier 
d^Asfeldt,  who  was  then  in  the  French  fervice,  and  looked  vp-^ 
on  as  the  very  befl  officer  they  ever  fent  to  king  Philips  He 
was  an  excellent  engineer)  faw  at  once  what  was  to  be  donei 
and  having  formed  his  plan^  purfued  it  ileadily^  and  dccom-^ 
pKihed  it  generally.  Under  him  commatided  don  Pedro  Ron« 
quiHo,  a  Spani(h  general  of  diftinguiihed  merit.  D*Asfeldt 
contrived  and  direded  the  mine,  Konquillo  raxfed  and  defended 
the  entrenchments  between  the  caftle  and  the  fca.  Both  punc-^ 
toally  performed  their  parts,  though  both  were  difficult.  D'As** 
feldt  was  very  AtiGt  and  auftere  \  the  Spaniards,  even  of  his 
own  party)  thought  him  cruel;  yet,  upon  this  occafion,  he  not 
onlj  (hewed  himfelf  generousj  but  humane.  He  ufed  every 
argument  poflible  to  perfuade  itiajor- general  Richards  to  fpare 
faimfelf  and  his  brave  garrifon,  and  deplored  their  lofs  with 
tendcmefs  and  affediton.  The  Spaniards  magnified  their  heroic- 

f  This  major  genet al  Richards,  thoogh  an  HbgliflimAn,  wai  an  officer  In  the 
king  of  8p2xn*s  fervice,  and  of  the  Romilh  rc'iglon  ;  the  foreign  Gazettes  mentiuft 
hi«i  with  Ttf^e^i  by  the  name  of  don  JUan  Ricardo  ;  there  pcrifhcd,  btfi  les  the 
oliieerf  flieottoned  in  the  icx:,  five  captains,  three  !ieu:cnanCs,  fortj-two  IbUiefi, 
•!l  the  Diinersi  and  abuut  thirty  ncjlanu. 
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:,  antl  called  the  ruined  cadle,  the  monument  of  EngGih 

he  ;th  of  April,  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning;. 
ffanl  Wbitakcr'9  fqundron  arrived,  and  attempted  ifae 
f  the  caflle;-  hie  fhips  were  the  DefiancerNonhBmbcr- 
ITcx,  York,  and  Dunkirk.  The  UH  went  wttfain  (he 
drawing  IcTs  water  than  the  other,  in  three  and  a  halt 
i  then  hying  her  broadfide  to  the  call  part  of  the  town, 
ro  cannonade  a-  hattery  of  fonr  gun»r  snd  two  otfam 
inder  tlie  biH,  each  m'oanted  with  two  guns,  and  frotn 
le-head,  a  forty-two  pDundcr;  .The  wind  having  Mown 
e  night  before,  and  an  unhappy .fffell  rolling  in  from 
ward  at  eleven,  tite  great  (hip*  were  obliged  to  weigk 
ichors,  making  out  of  cannon- fliot.  The  Dunkirk  ha- 
ucbof  facrriggin|r.daniaged,  and  be>  fimall  bower  cut 
I  one  and  two,  fell  hit  a-ftern,  lying  expdfed  to  the 
s  (hot,  bombs,  and  carcafies,  till  three  in  the  aftertiooii, 
b  timer  by  winding  the  right  way,  Oie  with  much  diffi- 
«  off.  The  weather  continuing  very  bad  till  the  7th, 
MX  being  known  to  what  extremities  the  garriftm  might 
ccd^  and  the  enemy  increiifing  csniidcraUy  in  ftreogtb, 
eral  fcnt  aflag  of  trtacc  a-fhore,  with  pn^fals  for  fur- 
ng  the  caAle'>;  which  bein^  agreed  to,  and  our  men 
iCd,  the  admiral  (Sir  Geovge  Byng)  proceeded  vhh  the 
towards  Barcelona,  having  detached  feme  fktpi  ts  cruize 
Turkey  fleet}  others,  with  tranfportc  for  com  to  Bar- 
ind  the  Suffbllc,  Humber,  and  Ipfwixh,  which  he  left  to 
:  Port  Mahon,  were  under  orders  to  proceed  to  Genoa 
lal,  in  order  to  embarking  and  tranlj^rting  the  Gensaa 
fr<Tm  thofc  places  to  Cjtnlonia. 

t  way  to  Barcelona  he  hnded  general  Stanhope,  with 
>ps,  at  Terragona,  and  returtiing  wich  the  garrifon  of 
:le  of  Alicant  to  Port  Mahon,  joined  Ibmc  other  (hip* 
;  he  (iril  intended  for  Genoa  and  Final,  and  feat  them 

rflinni  miliiiirn  tt  poliiiquti  par  le  M.  de  SaoU  Cniz,  tonie  vKi.  p.  it. 
>n>e  ix.  |>.  I9T-  Meini-irct  dc  M.  de  Si.  Philippe  pour  hrnr  ■lahiAain 
t,  tnme  ii.  p.  118, 143.  ^  CiirChet'i  iu*al  hiftarr,  p.  Iif. 
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tWihcr  -under  the  command  of  Sir  Edward  Whltaker ;  i)ut  di- 

re£ted  him  Arft  to  proceed  to  l^ghorn»  for  a  fupply  of  provU- 

fionS|  which  was  at  this  time  'very  much  wanted.     The  few 

ihips  he  had  with  him  at  Bort  Mahon,  he  was  deaniug  as  fafl 

as  polSble,  tliat  So  they  might  cruize  'AgAiaft  the  enemy,  who 

had  taken  the  Faulcon,  a  iliip  of  thirty-two  guns,  -oW  Cape  de 

Gat,  in  iier  pafiage  to  Laibon,  from  whence  he  had  ordered 

Sir  John  Jennings  to>jo]n  him,  with  the  >(htps  vnder  his  com^ 

mand,  who  was  off  Cibraliar  the  21ft  of  May,  with  iixteen 

men  of  war,  -Englilh  and  Dutch,  and  about  -ferty  -tranrportf^^ 

laden  with  corn,  as  alfo  provifions  and  ^lores  for  the  fleet  in 

the  Mediterranean, 4md  arrived  at  Port  Mahon  the  28th;  frotn 

whence  he  guarded  the  corn  fliips  to  Barcelona,  and  was  joined 

the  8th  of  June  by  Sir  George  JByng,  «witb  the  reft  of  the  Eng- 

Ufli  and  Dutch  m<sn«of  war  j  and  there  Sir  Edward  Whitaker 

surrrvjcd  with  his  fquadron  from'italy,  and  above  two  thoufand 

yecruits  for4he  army  in  Catalonia.  , 

A  council  of  -war  being  held,  it  ^as  determined,  that  fincc 
the  king  of  Spain,  as  the  pofiure  of  bis  affairs  then  fbood,  could 
not  come  to  anyTcfolbtion  relating  tonhe .beet's  a(flifting  in  the 
redudion  of  thoTe  parts  of  Spain,  ftiU  in  the  pdiTcffion  of  the 
enemy,  the  admiral  (hould  fall  to  a  fiation  ten  leagues  fouth  of 
Cape  Toulon,  not  -only  for  intercepting  the  enemy"*s  trade,  but 
to  alarm  them  alHbat  nvight  be;  but  finceit*was  neceflary  that 
ft  fquadron  ihoold  be  on  the  ooail  of  Portugal,  Sir  John  Jen- 
nings was  fenc  thirher  with  t)ne  fliip  of  the«fecond  rate,  four  of 
the  third,  five  of  the  ^fourth,  and  three  of  the  fifth  K 

Sir  George  By ng  arrived  before  Toulon  the  21ft  of  June, 
in  which  harbour  hefaw  oitly  eight  fhips  rigged,  and  one  larg^ 
man  of  war  on  thetrareen,  bhe-reft  being  difarmed*;  which  fa^ 
tisfied  'him>  that  the  informations  he  «had  ibrmerly  received 
were  true,  that  the  enemy  did  not  intend,  in  4»£t  was  not  able, 
to  bring  out  any-fleet  ^at  year;  but  were  refolved  to  content 
themfelves  with  fending  abroad  fmaU  fquadrons  to  prote£l  their 
corn-fleets  K     After  having  thus  infultocj  Toulon,  he  in  a  (liort 

s 

i  HtfYoire  miliratre,  tome  vi.  p.  113.  Barchet*s  naval  hinory,  b.  ▼.  c.  19* 
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time  returned  to  j^arcdona  road,  neherc  he  found  moft  of  the 
ihips  arrived  from  the  fervices  upon  which  he  had  icnt  them ; 
tnd  fome  of  them,  particularly  the  Centurion  and  Dunkirk, 
had  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  make  a  great  many  prizes.      The 
court  pf  Spain  was,  at  the  inftance  of  cardinal  Grimaiu»  very 
dcfirous  to  have  the  redudHon  of  Sicily  attempted*  and  was  in- 
formed by  general  Stanhope,  that  it  was  her  majefty'-s  pleafnre, 
part  of  the  fleet  fliould  affift  in  the  defign  upon  Cadiz  $  bat  the 
Dutch  fhips  haying  been  feparatcd  in  bad  weather,  and   oofs 
being  too  few  to  anfwer  thefe  and  many  other  fervices  the  coun 
propofed,  be  fufpended  for  (bme  lipe  the  coming  to  any  reA>- 
lutionn  being  eyery   day  in  expeii^tion  of  the  (hips  of  the 
ftatesfgeneral. 

But  at  length,  that  the  feryice  might  not  fu^r  through  de« 
Uy,  the  admiral  formed  a  difpofition  of  her  majefty's  ihipa,  and 
uppointed  Sir  fidward  Whitaker  for  the  fervicc  of  Sicily,  while 
he  himfelf  deiigned  to  proceed  on  the  other  with  general  Stan-* 
hope.     The  26th  of  July,  the  court  of  Spain  having  notice  of 
the  enemies  penetrating ,  into  the  Lampourdan,  with  intention, 
^s  they  apprehended,  to  befiege  Giroiiej  and  there  being  ^ 
want  pf  ihips  to  protect  the  coafts  of  Catalonia,  and  hinder  the 
trnemies  having  fupplies  by  fea,  as  alfo  a  fquadron  to  bring  ovev 
fhe  prizes  laden  with  corn  from  Porto  Farina,  which  they 
were  in  great  want  of  in  that  principality,  and  fome  (hips  to 
go  to  Italy,  for  money  to  fubfift  the  troops ;  the  court  feemed 
to  lay  afide  the  defign  on  Sicily,  and  tlie  admiral  fcnt  five  (hips 
for  the  velTeb;  laden  with  corn  <,  which  have  been  before  men* 
tioned. 

The  warmth,  impatience,  and  irrefolution  of  the  court  at 
Barcelona,  obliged  (he  admirals  to  drop  bpth  thefe  great  de- 
iign$ ;  for,  without  reg^d  to  what  had  be^  refolved,  or  even 
for  what  tliemiclyes  had  demanded  before,  they  were  continu* 
ally  dcGrlng  fomething  |Kw  to  be  dpne  for  them,  without  e?er 
confidering,  that  it  was  impoffible  our  fliips  could  perform  one 
i'trvice,  without  neglefting  another.  Thus,  upon  an  aj^re- 
henfion  that  the  enemy  would  attack  Gironc,  the  Englifli  fliips 

'  Burchet's    naval  hifioiy,    p.    759,    7<yo,    London    G.zet:e,    N^.   4571, 
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were  dcfired  to  mtercq)t  their  fubGftence.  Soon  aftcry  thcf 
were  diftrciled  for  wxnt  of  prorifions  thcmfelvcs,  and  then  the 
moft  neceflary  thing  that  could  be  done^  was  to  fend  for  the 
prizes  laden  with  corn  from  Porto  Farina.  Bjr  that  time  tbf^ 
was  refolved  on,  money  grew  fcarce,  and  then  his  Catholic 
majefty  hoped,  that  the  £nglifh  flitps  wonld  go  and  fetch  it  im- 
mediacely  from  Italy.  The  manner  in  which  thefe  demands 
were  made,  and  the  apprehenlions  the  officers  were  under  of 
complaints  being  fent  home,  induced  them  to  comply  with  every 
thing,  as  far  as  was  in  their  power;  fo  that  of  neceffity,  as  the 
moft  difiant  and  leaft  pra£iicable,  the  expedition  againft  Sicily 
was  laid  afide.  Our  admirals,  however,  ftiil  flattered  themfelves 
(hat  fomethiug  might  be  done  at  Cadiz,  where  it  was  known 
Ithe  people  were  in  want  of  bread,  and  were,  befidcs,  highly 
diicontented  with  the  French  government  <°. 

On  the  27th  of  July,  the  Dutch  fquadron  arrived  from  Leg- 
horn, upon  which  bit  George  Byng  called  a  council  of  war,  and 
laid  befpre  them  the  queen's  orders,  the  defires  of  his  Catho« 
)ic  majefiy,  and  the  proje£t  formed  by  themfelves  for  attempt- 
ing Cadiz ;  but  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  Dutch  (hips  ex- 
cufed  himfelf  from  any  (hare  in  it ;  declaring,  that  they  were 
vidlualled  only  till  the  end  of  Anguft,  which  difabled  him  from 
undertaking  any  fer\*ice  beyond  the  aoth  of  that  month  i*.  On 
fhe  aStk  of  the  month  laft  mentioned,  three  Englifli  men  of 
war,  the  Naflau^  Ludlow  Caftle,  and  Antelope,  failed  for  Barce- 
lona, having  oi)  board  a  great  fum  of  money,  for  the  fervice  of 
his  Catholic  majefty  ^.  It  was  then  agreed,  that  Sir  George 
Byng  fliould  proceed  to  Cadiz,  and  the  Dutch  fliips  be  employ- 
ed in  other  fervices ;  which,  however,  could  not  be  executed  ^ 
^nd  therefore  Sir  George  Byng  refolved  to  return  home  to  Eng- 
land, having  taken  on  board  the  fleet  general  Stanhope,  with 

m  It  was  i  grrat  mitfortnne  to  king  Cbarlcf,  that  he  had  no  body  about  him 
capable  of  giving  bim  good  advice*  or  of  cooHdering  t^hat  was  6t  to  be  under* 
taken  in  the  (itoation  his  afHiirs  were  in.  This  fingle  miHalce  at  gt^rping  at  every 
thing,  when  fcarce  any  thing  was  in  his  power,  proved  the  ruin  of  all  his  under- 
takings ;  though,  as  this  hiftory  fully  fliews,  our  Tea  officers  did  for  htm  all  h« 
could  expcA,  and  more  a  great  deal  than  the  officers  of  any  other  nation  woold 
have  done,  as  is  evident  from  "  The  impartial  inquiry  into  the  management  of 
"the  war  with  Spain/*  and  ail  the  biAories  ofthofe  times. 

B  ^arfhet*»  paval  hiAQty,  p.  760.  ?  I^oudon  Gazette,  N^.  458^. 

folox^el 
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colonel  Harriron's  regiment  of  foot,  vid  a  SpaniOi  re^meiu  of 
dragoons,  whom  be  landed  Cifcly  at  Gifarakar  on  tbe  ^i&'. 
On  the  25th  of  September  be  failed  for  England,  arriviag  at 
Ht.  Helen's,  in  the  Rojal  Anne,  with  tha  Torbay,  Cbichcfler, 
Colcbcfter,  and  Antelope^  and  a  Ixnall  prize  taken  by  the  Cbi- 
cheflcr,  in  her  way  front  Gibraltar,  on  the.  t5[b  of  O^iobcr ". 

Sir  £dward  Whitaker  vae  left  with  a  pretty  (trong  fqaadroo 
in  tbe  Mediterranean,  where,  jn  the  Bay  of  Rofes,  he  diTcover- 
cd  ihe  grand  convoy,  intended  for  the  French  forces  in  tbe 
lampourdan,  which  conSllcd  of  forty  Urge  vefl'ds,  laden  wiih 
corn,  and  oLbfr  proviConsi  of  which  he  took  thirty,  and  hin- 
dered the  red  from  putting  to  lea  j  by  which  <he  enemy  was 
greatly  dittrelTcd,  and  king  Charles's  army  fo  happily  jupplicd 
ivith  provifions,  as  to  be  able  to  keep  the  field,  which  other- 
wife  they  could  not  have  done'.  And  having  thus  attended  cur 
fiect«  in  the  Mediterranean,  as  long  as  they  were  employed  in 
any  conCdcrable  fi^rvice,  we  Ihall  now  return  to  tbe  exploits 
performed  in  the  Soundings  by  lord  Duriley,  with  the  fquadrou 
under  his  command. 

Sir  George  Byng,  in  his  return  from  tbe  Mediterranean,  b^ 
wing  obtained  an  cxa£t  detail  of  the  ftrengih,  ftation,  and  dc- 
ligns  of  M.  du  Guai  Troutn,  fcnt  an  account  of  it  to  the  lord 
liigh-admiral,  who  immediately  difpatchcd  it  to  the  lord  DurQey, 
jull  returned  from  cruizing  for  a  corn  fleer,  which  the  French 
cxpeded  from  the  Battle.  His  lordOiip's  inflrudlions  were,  to 
^ivc  the  enemy  all  the  dilturbance  be  could,  and  to  take  parti- 
cular care  of  the  WeA  India  trade,  tbe  intercepting  of  which 
wastlu;  fcrvice  that  v»s  principally  deCjncd  by  M.  du  Guai 
Trouin.  On  the  ^th  of  Odober,  his  lordlhip  failed  from  Piy- 
mouth,  with  one  third  rate,  and  two  fourths,  having  before  de- 
tached captain  Vincent  with  Ijx  lliips,  to  fecure  the  Well  India 
£eet}  and  foon  after,  his  lordlhip  joined  that  detachment,  by 

P  Lnnd^n  Ctwttt,  N°.  aS^S.  4590,  4;g4.  4  Loitdon  Giifttr, 

S°.  4(ioj.  4&:fi.     Mercuie  hiDorlque  c'  potitiqnr,  tom.  xliii.  p.  44J,  ;;S. 

'  I  i^nd  ihit  pnt  in  •  nudi  nrclI^ge^  light  by  Toms  Dmch  wriicrt,  uha  nil  01, 
«lul  idniiril  Wnit^kcr,  with  liftecn  fiii  of  men  of  wir,  entered  iht  Biy  of 
RuTn,  ind  ddlroftd  fiCiy  French  Ihipi,  liden  <dih  com.  Thtf  idd,  ihil  rhe 
■dmiiil  «i>  Inclined  tn  ilEfl  hi*  Ciihilic  tajjcOt  in  teiuang  Rofei,  ahit^ 
vi>uM  have  led  the  enemy  without  1  fei-pori  in  Citiloni*;  but  hit  adticc  mu 
fiot  iti\o<iti,  wliich  wit  (nucbta'tbi  prtjudiic  of  tinj  Charici'i  tSiht. 

whic^ 
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which  he  cflFcftualljr  prevented  the  French- from  fuccceding  in 
their  defign/  On  the  laft  of  Ofloberj  hts  lordChip  being  then 
off  SciUy^  took  a  large  French  (hip  from  Guadaloupe^  and  a 
TmaH  privateer.  Three  weekd  after,  He' met  whh  the  Barba** 
dfoes  fleet,  and  having  fsfficiently  -  ftrengthened  their  convoy, 
deuched  two  frigates  for  intelligenee^  mto  the  road  of  Breft, 
that  he  might  be  the  better  enabled  to  undertake  farther  fer-^ 
vice. 

While  hifl  lordflifp  iras  thtis  emj^oyed,  there  happened,  in 
the  latter  end  of  November,  ferch  an  accident  to  one  of  the 
fiiips  of  his  fqaadron,  as  very  will  dcferves  our  nofrce.  Cap* 
tain  Hughes  m  the  Wincheftcr,  chaced  a  fliip,  which  proved  to 
be  a  Dutch'  privateer,  whofe  commander  being  required  to 
ilrike,  he,  tnftead  of  paying  that  ref|i^A  due  to  the  flag  of  Eng- 
land, 'fired  both  great  and  fmall  ihot  into  him ;  bat  bei«ig  an"- 
fwered  in  the  fame  manner,  after  an  obftinate  difpate  (though  h 
was  very  well  known  the  Wincheder  was  an  £ngli(h  fhip  of 
war)  the  commanding  officer  was  kilied,  and  between  thirty  an4 
forty^of  the  Dutch  feamen  ^ 

'■  His  lordfliip  being  then  vice-admh>al  of  the  red,  detached,  on 
the  ptht  of  December,  captain  Hartnol,  in  the  Reftauratiun^ 
with  four  other  (hips,  to  crui2e  fifteen  or  twenty  leagues  wefk 
of  Scilly,  to  protefb  fome  £a(l:  India  (hips,  and  their  convoys, 
from  Ireland  ;  and,  on  the  2d  of  January,  was  going  from  Ply« 
mouth,  with  feven  clean  frigates  to  relieve  them ;  but  being  or- 
dered to  proceed  part  of  the  way  with  Sir  John  Norris,  towards 
Lifbon;  hislprdfhip,  after  complying  with  this  order,  remained 
in  his  appointed  ftation  till  he  was  forced  from  it  by  foul  wea^ 
ther  $  which,  however,  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  taking  a 
French  privateer  of  twenty  guns,  and  retaking  the  St.  Peter  of 

*  According  to  fome  accounts,  thU  was  a  very  condileraMe  prize ;  no  lefs 
than  a  fhip  of  40  guns,  mih  a  carg«i  worih  an  hundred  thonfand  pounds.  lodscd, 
ihU  lord  (00k  fo  many,  and  fo  rich  pr'.zes,  that  I  do  not  woudcr  f*  me  of  (^ur 
writers  ^tcw  wc^ry  of  fetting  them  down  ;  for  1  obUrvr>  ih«t  iL»inc(iir<ci  active 
cfficers  are  not  the  greaicft  fkvontUes, 

(  I  cahnot  fiild  any  account  of  thi»  in  the  Dutch  writers,  and  T  mud  confefSy 
I  wtmdcr  that  Mr.  Burchct  gave  it  a  placr  in  hi«  hiOury.  This,  hourver^  is 
MTtain,  that  the.  behaviour  i>f  the  cap'iiti)  v^a^  not  oi»ly  ri^ht  in  ittclf,  hoc  it> 
tti^reuble  iikewifc  to  lor  J  Duiiljy,  ihjc  iu>n  mLc^  he  h^iAcd  bli  flig  on  bu«rd 
«h:  WuschcfTcr, 

Dublin^ 
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Publin,  a  rich  flup,  of  which  the  enemy  bad  made  themiclvcs 
maders,  ofif  Cape  Clear.  His  lordiliip»  coafideriog  char  the 
£aft  India  trade  were  not  yet  arrived  from  Ireland,  appoimed 
three  (hips  of  his  fqaadron  to  fee  them  £ife  from  thence* 

On  the  2ift  of  February,  the  Kent  brought  iato  Plymooth 
9  fmall  privateer,  and  a  French  merchant  ihip  i  as  the  Rcftaur*- 
tion  and  Auguft  did  the  next  day  four  more,  which  were  bound 
from  Nantz  to  Martinico ;  and  not  many  days  after,  Kis  lordflxip 
appointed  the  Reftauration  and  Auguft,  to  fee  two  Eaft  India 
ihips  well  into  the  fea  i  but,  by  contrary  winds,  they  were  for<* 
ced  back  again.     The  loth  of  March,  the  Montague  took,  a 
privateer  of  ten  guns,  and  bis  lordfliip  havhig  feeo  the  EaA  In^ 
dta  (hips,  and  thofe  bound  to  the  Ifle  of  May,  a  hundred  and 
fifty  leagues  from  Scilly,  returned  to  Plymouth  the  ptb  of  May ; 
feven  days  after  which,  the  Lyon,  Colcheftcr,  and  lattchfidd, 
brought  in  four  prizes,  two  of  them  prtrateers,  the  othera  mer- 
chant (hips*,  when  his  lordihip  leaving  the  fquadron^  €mmc  to 
town,  after  having  acquired  as  murh  reputation  as  it  was  poffi« 
ble  for  an  ofBcer  to  do  in  that  diOicult  ftation",  and  where 
many  had  lod  the  credit  for  which  they  had  toiled  many  years. 

Before  I  proceed  to  the  events  in  the  Weft  Indies,.  I  (hall 
take  notice  of  fome  accidents  that  happened  in  ant  naval  aSatrs, 
and  which  feem  to  have  efcaped  the  attention  of  moft,  if  not 
all  our  hil^orians.  In  the  £r/l  place,  I  am  to  obferve,  chat  in 
the  latter  end  of  June,  her  majefty's  (hip  the  Fowey,  <tf  thtrty*^ 
two  guns,  was  taken  in  the  Mediterranean,  by  two  French  men 
of  war  of  greater  ftrength  *'.  On  the  23d  of  September,  cap- 
tain Hanway,  in  her  majefty's  (hip  the  Fiymoutb,  of  fixty  gum, 
arrived  at  Plymouth  with  a  French  man  of  war,  which  he  bad 
taken  on  the  20th.  Captain  Hanway  was  bound  to  Plymoath, 
in  order  to  repair  fome  damages  he  had  received;  and  about 

u  Burchec  fays,  thtt  he  obtained  Uivt  of  the  loM  high-a4fnirtl  t9  cone  to 
town  t  hue  that  couUl  not  be ;  for  the  lord  hi^h-admiral  was  renii>?ed  in  the 
beginning  of  November,  »nd  this  was  in  the  March  foUowing.  1  mentiBa  it 
only  to  (hew  the  inaccuracy  of  that  writer,  in  things  with  which  he  oQght  to 
haVe  been  bed  aeqn&inted. 

**  Pointer's  chronological  hiftory,  vol.  K.  p.  (48.     See  TanbmanV  hK^orf 
before  cUed.     As  far  the  Ffcncb  hift.rtans^  they  etther  (*j  nothing  of  tBIf 
matter,  or  they  hfve  lYiuUtplied  this^  into  three  (hips,  and  haTC  gWcD  the  erf« 
die  of  tdi^irg  thcsn  u  i-i>pt«in  de  TAigle,  in  the  Ph<jt;)ix, 

fcvca 
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fr:reh  leagues  N.  W.  by  N.  from  the  Deadman,  he  faw  this  fliip» 
and  chaccd  her  two  hours,  before  he  came  up  with  her ;  as  foon 
as  he  came  near  enough  to  engage^  he  fired  upon  her  with 
great  Tigour;  and  after  a  (harp  a^lion,  which'  kfted  above,  an 
hour,  he  obliged  her  to  furrender.    The  French  ihip  was  called 
L'AdruKii  had  been  fitted  out  from  Dunkirk,  commanded  by 
the  Sieur  Jatques  Cafhardi  having  forty  guns  mounted,  (but 
had  ports  for  foirty-eight)^  and  two  hundred  aq,d  fixty  men  on 
hoard ;  feveral  of  the  men  belonging  to  the  Plymouth  being 
fick  on  (hore,  captain  Han  way  could  make  ufe  of  no  more  guns 
in  this  aAton  than  the  enemy's  fliip  had  mounted.    The  cap- 
tain of  the  French  veflcl,  with  fourteen  other  officers  and  fca- 
men,  were  kiUed  in  the  engagement,  and  fiity  wounded;  of 
the  Plymouth's  company,  the  captain  of  a  company  of  marines 
on  board;  and  feven  men,  were  killed,  and  fiiteen  wounded  *. 
.    In  the  latter  end  of  the  month  of  Odober,  the  Weft  India 
facet,  being  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  leagues  off  the  Lizard ^ 
met  with  a  violent  ftorm,  by  which  they  were  feparated  from 
Jive  fhtps  of  war;  appointed  for  their  convoy ;  the  Newcaftle, 
which  was  one  of  them,  being  fo  (battered,  that  (he  loft  her 
inain-maft,  and  with  much  difficulty  got  to  Falmouth  ;  foon  af- 
ter, the  Hampfliire  and  the  Gloucefter  were  attacked  by  the 
fquadron  of  M.  du  Guai  Trouin;  and  made  a  gallant  defence, 
notwithftanding  the  great  inequality  of  force ;  which,  however, 
gave  the  fliips  under  their  convoy  an  opportunity  to  cfcape.   At 
laft,  after  feven  hours  fight,  the  Gloucefter,  a  fixty-gun  ftiip, 
and  juft  rebuilt,  was  taken ;  but  the  Hampfhire  obliged  the  ene- 
hiy  to  iheer  off,  and  in  a  very  ftiattered  condition  got  into  Bal- 
timore '•     On  Chriftmas  day,  the  Solebay  man  of  war,  with 
^ight  merchant  (hips  under  her  convoy,  bound  to  Lynn  in  Nor- 
folk) were  unfortunately  loft  upon  Bofton-Knock,  and  only 


^  See  the  London  Gazettf,  N^.  4^93. 

y  Pginter*!  chr  •noiogiul  hiOory,  vol.  ii.  p.  649.  Merciire  binoriqne,  torn. 
sWii.  p.  tftf?.  Father  Daniel  places  the  lofs  of  this  (hip,  •which,  he  fafs,  car* 
ried  Ceventy-two  pieces  of  cannun,  and  fcor  hundred  and  iifcyr  men,  00  the  tfch 
of  November,  N  $•  hut  aII  our  naval  hidoriins  are  quite  filenc  about  it,  though, 
I  think,  the  ctptain'a  defence  does  »s  mucb  more  honour  rbao-tbc  lof*  of  «  (i». 
if  gun  ihip  can  difcredlt. 

Vol..  IIL  G  g  tw^ 
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two  boats  full  of  men  faved  oat  of  all  the  (hips  '•  Knom  tbcfs 
dlifagreeable  accideots,.  let  us  now  return  to  cbe  conda&o£  ad* 
minil  Wager  in  the  Weft  Indies. 

As- this  admiral  bad  always  been  extremely  careftil  o£  the 
ft-ade  in*  that  part  of  the  world,  fo,  in  the  fprmg  ^  the  year 
}  709,  he  fent  captain  HUtchins,  in  the  Pbrtiand»  to  prtitcA  the 
t^rading  flbops  thtt  were  going  to  Porto  Bello.     Ail  tke  Utter 
part  of  the  month  of  April;  csptam  Ratchins  lay  in  the  Bafb- 
mentos  y.  from^  whence  he  defin-ied  four  large  flnps,  two  of  filrr, 
and  two  of  thirty  guns,  in  the  harbours  of  Porto  Bcllo-    The 
two  largeft^  as  he  was  informed  by  the  private  trader^  *^^ 
ttie  Coventry,  a  fourth  rate,  taken  from  us  by  the  French,  and 
the  Minion,  both  from  Outnea.    On  the  firft  of  May  he  had 
intelligence,,  that  they  failed  the  evening  before  ;  upon  which  be 
fiood  to  the  northward  till  the  third,^  when  he  gaiff>ed  fight  ef 
them  about  eight  in*  the  morning;    At  noon,  he  difcorered  their 
liuUs  Very  plain,  and  they  being  to  windward,,  bore  down  ts 
l)imv  iiHng  fome  guns  as  they  pafled  by  y  foon  after  which  thej 
wore,  as  if' they  defigned  to  engage  in  the  evening,  hot  did  nou 
I^  was  littte  wind^  and  about  fix  o'clock  he  tacked  upon  them, 
and  keeping  fight  aH<  night,  near  eight  in  the  morning  he  came 
up  witiiin  piftdt  (hot  of  the-  Minion,  but  was  obKged'  to  fighc 
her  to  leew^ard,  becaufe  he  could  not  poffibfy  carry  out  his  lee 
guns,  though  tlie  (hips  of  the  enemy  did.    The  Coventry,  af- 
ter he  had  been  warmly  engaged,  got  on  his  lee  bow,  aaid  fip- 
ing  very  fmartly  at  hrs  mafts,  did  thenvno  little  damage;,  but  be 
being  not  wilUng  to  be  diverted  from  the  Minion,  plyed  her  ve- 
ry fniartly,  nor  could  (be  get  from  him,  nntilthey  (hot  bis  main* 
rop>faiUyard  in  two,  when  both  of  them  (hot  a-head,  he  creep* 
ing  after  themasfaft  as  poilible  in  that  crippled  condition;  in 
the  mean  whilie,  fpKcing  his  rigging,  bending  new  faile^  and  re- 
pairing othifr  damages  in  the  beib  manner  he  could  \ 


s  Remarkable  accidents  at  fa,  p.  )$. 

•  Mr.  Bnrchet,  ai  Mr.  Lediard  vcH  ohferves,  has  made  a  freaC  mifleke  in  thr 
date  of  tht«  aAton,  which  he  hat  placed  thirteen  monthi  before  it  happeirfd } 
buf  he  gives  as  no  authority  for  bis  corrcAion ;  I  bive  before  me,  cbe  opaia*s 
own  aceottnt,' pablifhed  in  the  London  Gazette,  N^,  4f47i  which  has  enabled 
rtie  CO  ice  all  the  daces  ri^hc,  that  are  every  oitc  wiong  in  BurdMt*!  hiftorf. 

Aboos 


About  &ur  in.  the  morning  a  boat  was  perceived  going  froq(i 

the  Minioii  lo  the  Coventry^  fo  that  he  believed  be  had  muc^ 

difadbled  thje  former,  and  that  by  the  frequent  paiTing  of  the  hi^2f 

between  theoi^  (he  was  fending  the  beft  part  of  her  loading  on 

•board  thciOther* .  By  ten  at  aight  he  had  completed  all  his  workj^ 

-and  the  neatt nioraing  was  ready  for  a  ^(econd  encounter;  but 

it  proviiig  little- windy  he  could  not  come  up  withihem  «ntil  tb^ 

6ch».  when  beface  fovea  in  the  morning,  he  wasclofe  in  wittpi 

the  Govaotry,  which  (hip  hauled  up  her  main*fail,  and  lay  by 

€or  hun*.  Coming  nearer  to  her«  it  was  obferved  ihe.had  many 

4faatt«-(boi  laeoy  'fo  that  he  durA  not  clap  her  ron  board  as  hq 

had  deiign^f  but  plied  bar  with  his  guns  -,  in  the  mean  time^ 

iie  received  bat  little  damage  irOfn  the  Minion^   between  eleven 

aud twelve,  lie  brought  the  Covemry*s  main-maft  by  the  board, 

«nd  then  her  £re  was  much  leficned*;  however,  continuing  to 

do  what  they:coald,  at  half  an  hour  paft  twelve  ftte  ftruck;  th^ 

£rft  captain  being  killed,  the  fecond  wounded*  and  a  great 

Aai^btcr  made  among  the  men,  many  of  them  being -thofe  who 

JKkmged'to  the  Minion^  whereas  of  ours  there  were  but  nine 

iIuBedy  lad  t:welvc  w4»inded,  mod  of  whom  recovered ;  and  in 

•the  prise,  d^ere  were  about  twenty  tbot^and  pieces  of  eighty 

<griat  part  wihereof  were  feund  among  the  French  fe^men  ^. 

itear-admiral. Wager,  upon  the  pre(Eng  folicitatien  of  the 

aDerchaata,  ,ilsnt  the  Severn  and  Scarborough  .(to  England,  to 

convoy  Imme  the  trfide,  becaufe  th^  were  bat  weakly  manned^ 

aad'actQvdiag  to  the  ordo^s^he  had  from  the  lord  high-admiral^ 

iwhen  ai\y  (hips  muler  his  command  were  i^o  reduced  by  ficknefs., 

as  to  ba;ve  no  more  men  on  board  than  were  neceflary  to  navi* 

^ate  the. ibip»  thefe  fhips  were  to  be.  fent  home;  asid  the  reafoi^ 

^f  this  was,  that  by  an  a£l  of  parliament,  which  paficd:fi^on  after 

•cominodore  Set's  afiah*,  onr  admirals  were  abfolutely  redmined 

from  prcffing  men  on  any  account  x«x  the  Weft  kidies;  fo  that, 

in  truth,  there  was  nothing  left  for  af^adovir^  to  do  in  fucha 

^e,  but  to  fend  home  (hips  that  were  of  jao  fnrthes  ufe.     AU 

chetime  the  rear-admiral  continued  in  this-flation,  betook  cajrc 

to  keep  a  fufficient  numher  of  iUps  so  cruize  upon  the  enem^^ 

♦ 

1)  See  a  large  accoonr  of  this  ^|;agemefit,  in  tht  Lond^aGaaeCtr^K^,  4547^ 
iKUrcare  bUtonaoe  ei  pcrlitiquf ,  torn,  xlvii.  p.  7;. 

-G  g  2  and 
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and  to  proteft  our  trade>  which  they  did  with,  all  the  focodf 
that  could  be  wifbed  or  cxpeded^.  But  in  the  autugm,  our 
admiral  was  ordered  home;  and  accbrdinglr  he  left  the  finr 
ifhen  of  war  that  were  ftationed  on  the  coaft  of  Jamaica  taider 
the  command  of  captain  Tudor  Trevor,  who  was  fixm  after  re* 
lieved  by  captain  Span.  As  for  the  rear-adimral,  he  had  a  (ale 
and  fpeedy  voyage  home,  where  he  waa  received,  on  bis  com- 
ing from  St.  Helens,  in  the  montli  of  NovecnW,,  with  all  the 
refpeft  imaginable;  the  letters  nrom  the  Weftlodiet  having, 
contrary  to  cuflom,  done  the  greateft  honour  to  the  vigilance  of 
bur  navy  in  thofe  parts,  while  under  his  direction }.  which  is  a 
clear  confutation  of  a  modern  maxim  at  a  certaia  board,  that  it 
is  impoi&ble  to  fatisfy  the  merchants  ;^t  home,  or  the  plamers 
abroad  <*• 

Before  I  cloie  this  account  of  our  affairs  in  America,  it  is  net 
ceiiary  I  (hould  fay  fomething  of  a  misfiortune  that  befel  tis  in 
Newfoundland  j  and  the  rather,  becaufe  none  of  our  hiftoriaos 
have  been  particular  about  it,  for  which  reafoa,  i'am  obliged  to 
take  what  1  have  to  relate,  imirely  upon  the  credit  of  a  Freocii 
writer.  '  The  Sleur  de  Saintovide,  the  king!s  l|eotebaBt  at  FI»t 
centia,  took  the  fort  of  $x»  John,  on  the  eaft  fidf  of  Kew^ 
JFoundhnd,  by  fcalade,  iini  which  aflion  the  governor  waf 
wounded,  and  made  priPoner,  as  yrere  the  (bldtera  of  the  gar* 
rifon,  cohfifHng  of  about  a  hundred  men. '  This,  mj  author 
fays^  happened  on  the  iH  of  January,  1709,  and  the  next  day 
informs  us,  that  the  fort  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  built  on 
a  rock,  and  extremely  well  fortified,  furrendered  alibj  and  the 


*  ''■  The  rear  a<1fp}rsl  having  appointed  the  Portland  to  fee  fome  mrrcfiaitt  <b)ps 
throngh  the  windwafd  ptfTage;  fhe  returned  with  '«  French  '^rsie;  takoi  Mir 
Ov{)e  St.  Nichobf,  worth  abuMt  Hx  thoo^and  pouiidi.  C«pt^{o  Vernoa, •!!<»,  ia 
»Mc  Jsrfty,  took,  in  Jannary,  a  Spaniih  flo«>p  U<ien  wiiti  tobacco,  and  ret-'ok. 
fmm  tvro  French  (loops',  a  Guinea  ftiip  witli  lour  himclrrd  negrors.  CaptaiH 
Hirdy  of  the  Roebtfck  brought  in  a  b'rigantinc,  patrly  leaden  wiiri  indr^^o,  taken 
kf  Petit  Guaivai,  »hic^  he  met  on  the  north  fide  of  Hifpsnioia,  as  (he.  vas  (tiiag 
from  thence'to  Port  de  Paix,  or  Port  Frai>9ois  ;  her  mafler  pretendled  be  beloM- 
ed  to  Cura^art,  and  produced  a  paper  frooi  the  Dutch  governor  there,  empower* 
i!>«;  him  to  tiade  any  where  in  0>e  Weft  Indies.  '  .      ,       .  • 

d  ^nrchet's  naval  hiftory.  p.  711.  Lediard's  naval  hiftory,  vol.  li,  p.  83^. 
AiWs  of  qneco  Anne,  p.  408.  Her  M»jffty,"  foon  afjer  his  rettim  to  England, 
^j;»|'«rr!ng  on  him  the  honour  of  knighthood. 


garrifoiij 
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g9rriibn,''coofifttng'df 'fisty  men,  were  made  prironersof  .war; 
This  aflEairinoft 'hivel)eeQ  attended  .with  very  bad.  cocfequences 
for  tke'prefei^t'^  butt  as  wc  flnrfl  fbe^  thefe  were  not  only  re- 
medied in. tbe.fdceeedihg  year,  but  the. French  fettlements,  in 
their,  tom^  were  in  'a  manner  totallj  deftroyed^.  But  it  is  now 
time  for  n«  to  rettitx^  h6a^e^  and  to  cQiiclude  the  hifiory  of  this 
year  with  a  ihort  account  of  the  alterations  made  with  refpe£t 
to  the  numagecnentbf  naval  affairs. 

The  eid  of  Btmbroke,  finding  tfa^  fole  care  and  direction  of 
the  fleet  a  load  tooi  beax^y  for  him'  to  boar,  though  hehaddif* 
charged  his  offiteoT.Iord  high-admiral  in  every  refpeflto  the 
general  content  of  ail  partias,  very  pmdemly  and  Tirtuoufly  re- 
folved  to  lay  ir  down  f.     A  great  ^Iqal  of  pams  wei'e  taken  to 
diveiEt  his  Iqrdfhip  from  this  relblution,  but  to  no  purpofe ;  he 
thought  the  hufinefs  might  be  better  done  by  one  ^hb  had 
greater  experience  in  maritime  affairs ;  and  thereupon,  tliishigh 
pSce  was  oStved  to^bat  galhnt  iea^officer  the  earl  of  Orford, 
.ivho-'abfolatelf  refufbd  it,,  though  lie  was  wilhng  to  accept  a 
ihare  in  the  direftion  of  the  admiralty.  '  Her  nujef^yj  there- 
fore, *tn  the  begfnliinj;  of  the  month  of  November,  tfaouglit 
-proper  todii^A  a  cemmiffion,  whereby  die  conftituted  «and  ap« 
jpaitmd  Edward  earl  of  Orfbrd,  Sir  John  Leake,  Sir  George 
Byng,  George  Qodington,  and  P^ul  Methuen,  Efqrs.  commit. 
Sonars,  for  eaecnting  the  office  of  lord  high-admiral  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  in  the  room  of  the  earl  of  Pembroke,  on 
whom  t{ie  queen  beftowed  a  yearly  penfion  of  three  thoufand 
pounds  per  annumf  payable  Out  of  tbe  revenue  of  the  Poft- 
officc,  in  confidtratioQ  of  his  eminent  fervices*. 

Soon  afcer  this  alteration,  there  followed  a  promotion,  vi%^ 
on  the  I2th  of  November,  1709,  her  majcfly  being  pleafed 


«  Joaratl  Mftqriq^nc  ()e  t-ouis  ^IV.  per  Pcrc  Daniel,  p.  astf,  aj?.  He  in* 
forffl&  lis«  that  chcrr  were  ▼>()  tjuaniicics  of  ^r cillery  and  ammunitioQ  fuund  ift, 
thffc  two  font,  which  \  chink  a  litile  improbable ;  but  that  our  fe'tiements  weie 
in  a  great  mmure  mined ,  frems  ^o  be  cott^'")^  ^f  ieiFsral  of  oar  own  political 
Direpbiets,  poMitbcd  ihia  year. 

f  Burnet's  hiftory  of  bis  own  times,  vol.  li.  p,  ssT*  Oldm^xon'a  hiAory  of 
the  Stuarts,  ▼•].  li.  p.  417.  AfmaU  of  qoeeo  Anne,  for  the  year  1709,  p.  20;^ 
t  Burnet.  Boyer't  Hf«  of  Qmen  Anne,  p.  403.  PoiAtcr*»  cbroool^gicai  iii(^a^ 
rian,  yol.  ii.  p.  <xtf.    Load.  Oaa.  K^*  4^1  (• 
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to  sppoint  a  gentleman  who  had  heeti  long  laU  aCde^ 
Matthew  Aylmer,  Efq;  admird  and  coaiaiand«!r  an  chief  of 
her  majefty's  fleet ;  the  lord  Darfley  ▼ioe-admiral'i  and  CSnrks 
iVager^  Efq;  cear-admiral  of  the  red.  Sir  |oh&  Jemiuiga  ad« 
miral ;  Sir  Edward  Whitaker  irice-adcntral  of  the  whijbe.  And, 
Sir  John  Norrisj  admiral ;  and  Jdin  Bakeri  £%<vioe»adiniralaf 
the  blue  \  i  .  ,      « 

The  parliaoient  met,  and  tV  queeaiaid  befiore  thorn  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  laft  year,  and  dire£ted  an  aceauat  of  tiac  ex* 
pences  of  the  government^  both  civil  and  auKtary,  to  be  Icoc 
them  from  the  refpeArte  oflioes;  The  hufine&'rsf  Dr.,*S>aclie- 
verel.took  up  the  heft  part  of  tba  feffion;  bat  it  happened 
Inckily^  that  the  fuppliea  were  firft  granted,  amoonttng  in  the 
whole  to  £x  millions,  one  hundred  eigbty-faiait  thouCuui,.  oae 
hundred  (ncty-fix  pounds^ ^ievenfiitilinga;  in  order  to  thcraifiog 
of  which,  a  lottery  was  eftaUifiied,  of  one  flftfllnm  fifo  boodred 
tfaoufand  pounds,  of  which  fia  hundred  thoafaad  poondb  was 
fubTcribed-  on  the  20th  of  Jatmary,  being  the  ^rftday  theboolea 
were  opened,  and  all  the  reft  inlefs  than  fix  weeks  i*  This 
was  fufiipient  to  fhew  die  Areagth  of  puhiic  credk  at  that 
•time^  as  aMb  the  difpofifion of  the  cooMions^to oontsnoe ihe 
war  tin  the  ei>d$  of  it  were  anfwered  1  but,  after  Sachcfcrcl's 
trial,  it  was  foon  |>erceived,  that  this  ardour  began  to  abate, 
which  we  find  attributed  by  our  hifidrians  to  maajr<Uicratt 
cauies.  . 

.  Tlie  diief,  however,  feems  to  have  been  thoimaiKigenient  of 
the  French  kmg,  who,  by  publifhing  to  all  the  .worfd  the 
mighty  offers  of  peaee  that  he  had.made.  to.jJbie  aUie$»,anfi 
dref&ng  op  io  die  ilrongeft  CKotoors  the  bard  eooditioas  whick 


k  B'^yer*!  life  of  queen  Anne,  p.  40).  Thecntnpiete  hiftorf  of  Europe,  for 
7709,  p.  31$.  OUmiicpn's  hiftor^'  of  the  Stuarts,  vol.  ii.  p«  417. 
'  I  ft«rnet*»  hidoiy  of  his  dwn  timet,  vol.  il:  p.  ^37.  Antialt  of  qoMti  Artnr, 
^▼ol;  viii.  p.  335*  Olditiixon's  bidory  of  the  Staarti,  vol.  il.  V>  4^-  Chandler's 
debates,  vol.  Iv,  p.  193.  Thefe  imtnenfe  grants  of  pariiament  ftrack'thc  Frcofh 
pT(^\g\o\i((Y  I  for  whfle  their  credit  w«s  low",  or  in  a  manner  ^wiie  gone,  ours  i»ai 
in  it!  zenith.  And,  wtthont  qoeftion,  if  ever  our  credit  /hould  fail,  cither  10  rt« 
fpcA  to  money,  or  the  repntAtioD  of.oor  g»vernment,  the  French  wiUfafeas 
great  an  afcendency  over  us,  as  we  chen  had  over  them;  this  we  meotiooasi 
point  worrby  of  flri^  cotfidcrstioxj  her?,  bccaJiUe.io  France  it  is  but  too  vfl 
«  d:r::i.od  already. 

ths 
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the  aBks  would  btrc'  kapofcd  upon  him^  and  with  which  be: 
declaired  he  would  have  complied,  if  they  had  not  appeared 
iispofiBUet  and  cakulated  rather  to  prevent}  than  promote  the^ 
rftafaBibaient  of  the  tranquilUty  of  £iirope.  By  thefe  repre* 
\t  raifed  great  compai&on  among  the  neutral  powers* 
excked  dtvifioBs  among  the  aUies,  and  cauled  great  jca^louilea 
and  heart^biinnngs,  both  here  and  in  Holland*  This  did  noc 
hinder  our  minifiry  from  purfuing  their  former  fcheoies,  and 
cndeavonring  to  refiore  a  martial  fpirit^  by  tlie  fucccfs  of  their 
defigas  on  M  fides  ;  and  as  they  had  hitherto  found  their  eon* 
dttA  moft  liable  to  be  aftacked  on  the  fubjefl  of  th^  war  in 
Spat%  they  took  all  imaginable  care  to  iflue  very  early  the 
films  granted  for  that  fervice,  which  amounted  to  about  a  miU 
)ion  >  but  it  was  refolved>  fince  there  was  no  immediate  occa- 
fion  for  great  fieets  in  the  Mediterranean^  to  recal  Sir  Edward 
Whitakert  and  to  teave  admiral  l^ker,  with  a  fmall  fq.ua«? 
Aon,  to  proteQ;  the  trade,  and  obey  the  orders  of  king 
CbariesIIli'* 

Matthew  Aylmer,  Efq;  admiral  of  the  fleet>  being  in  the 
Soundings  with  a  confiderable  force,  faw  all  the  feveral  ileets  of 
«ar  OBtward-bonnd  merchant-men  fafe  into  the  fea,  and  having 
ient  them  forward  on  their  refpe£krve  voyages,  upon  the  27th 
of  July,  he  remained  cruizing  for  two  days  afterwards,  about 
fixty*eight  leagues  S  W.  by  W.  from  the  I^izard.  On  the 
39th  at  Doon^  he  difcovered  ^3  fail  N.  £»  of  him.    He  order** 


fc  At  T  Ktre  been  hitherto  terjr  p«rt!ail«r  ia  reb<k>o  fn  the  war  in  Spvin^ 
which  we  ceruisif  carried  09  with  great  vigovr^  though-  under  infinite  dira<iv<»ii' 
lages,  I  fliall  here  lay  before  the  revdcfy  at  oocc,  the  fcveral  fums  grai.teii  for  tbis^ 
icf  vice  » 


In  1703^ 

1706, 

1708, 
1709, 


•i*> 


£' 

'• 

d. 

XtS,69% 

0 

3XO,4Sx 

0 

47tf,7l7 

xo 

7»6.749 

xo 

998. 3»« 

19 

x,*48rf>S6 

»i 

i»ii7,o8} 

4 

1,176.035 

itf 

» 

i46  NAVAL    HISTORY 

^d  the  Kent,  AiTurance,  aiid  York|  to  chate  a-lieady  and  fid* 
lowed  with  the  reft  of  the  ihips  under  his  cbmihand ;  but  the 
leather  proving  hazy,  he  could  not  diA:bver  next  morning  mote 
than  one  merchant  (hip.  He  received  Advice^  howerer,  be« 
fore  noon,  that  the  Aflurance  had  made  prize  of  one  o^  the 
enemy's  veflels,  upon  which  he  immediately  fent  his  boat  to 
bring  the  mafter  of  her  on  board  him  \  whitib  was  iiccordingly 
done '4 

This  Frenchman  informed  the  admiral,  that  the  ffiips  he  bad 
feen  the  day  before,  were  14  mercham*men,  bound  for  the 
banks  of  Newfoundland,  and  Martinico,  under  convoy  t>f  the 
Superbe,  a  French  man  of  war  of  56  gtlns,  and  the  Concord 
of  jo :  that  the  former^  having  feen  them  into  the  fea,  was  t6 
cruiie  in  the  Soundings,  and  the  latter  to  proceed  to  Guinea^ 
and  thati  on  their  perceiving  the  Englilh  fleets  the  Concord  bor6 
away  with  the  m^rchant*men  under  his  convdy;  Soon  after 
this  the  Ken^i  comitianded  by  captain  Robert  Johnfon,  came  op 
with,  and  engaged  the  Superbe,  for  the  fpace  of  an  hour,  when 
&e  flruck ;  in  Which  afitlon  captain  Johnfon  behaved  like  a  gal- 
lant oiRccr,  and  an  experienced  feaman ;  for,  as  he  attacked 
the  French  (hip  without  waiting  for  other  (hips,  fo  ihe  was  ta- 
ken by  him  without  any  aifiilance,  although  (he  h^d  a  greater 
number  of  men  than  the  Kent*  Both  of  them  were  very  much 
ihattered  in  the  fight  \  but  fo  good  a  failer  was  the  Sitperbe; 
that,  had  (lie  not  been  three  months  off  the  ground;  (he  would 
in  all  probability  have  cfcaped.  This  (hip  had  taken  feveral  va- 
luable prizes  from  us  before,  and  our  cruizers  had  often  chaeed 
her  without  fuccefs  $  but  falling  thus  into  our  poiie{Eox>^  (^e 
was  regfflered  in  the  Briti(h  navy,  being  a  tery  beautiful  veflel^ 
jtiJ  not  aKove  eighteen  mbnths  old*. 

Sir  Edward  Whitakcr  was  at  Port  Mahon  with  his  fquadron, 
when  he  received  the  order  before- mentioned^  atid  failing  froov- 
thence  on  the  2)th  of  March,  he  arrived  at  Liibon  on  the  4tli 
of  April,  with  three  (hips  of  the  tliird  rate,  where  he  made 
ibme  itay^  in  order  to  take  the  homeward-bound  merchaht-men 

I  Bordiee'c   naval  hifll  ry,  book  ▼.  chap.  50.     Mtrcorc  hlfloriqiiv  et   poll- 
iique,  tome  xLix.  p.  z&i.     Boyer*s  life  of  queen  A*nr>e.  "*  Burch«c*t 

rival   hiftory,    p.  76s.     Tiic   complcce    hillory  of  Europe,   i«r  the  year  1710. 

under 
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fander  hid  j^roteAion;  and  then  failing  on  the  29th  of  that 
month,  he  arrived  fafely  oh  the  firft  of  June  with  our  own, 
and  the  Dutch  Mid  Portugal  fleet,  and  their  coAtoys,  in  bur 
channel''.  As  for  vf€«» admiral  Bakery  ha?ing  conduced  th6 
tranfports  to  the  feveral  ports  to  which  they  W^rc  bound,  he,  in 
his  retain  to  Bar6eldna^  got  fight,  ofF  the  Farb  of  Meflinsj  pf 
four  large  {btp9,  with  feveral  fettees  under  their  convoy  \  thii 
was  on  the  id  of  Mayj  and  he  chaced  thiem  with  all  the  dili^ 
gence  poffible.  The  nejlt  aborning  captain  MafteirSj  in  the 
Fame,  came  up  whh,  and  took  one  Of  the  (kips^  and  foon  af-^ 
iter  captain  Cleveland,  in  the  Suffolk,  took  another,  called  Le 
Galliardy  of  Bfty^&X  guns }  but  the  remaining  twoj  which  were 
gallies,  efcaped,  with  mod  of  this  fettees.  The  victf-admiral 
having  feen  the  tranfports  fafe  into  Barcelona,  abd  bdvihg  re- 
ceived advice^  that  Sir  John  NOrris,  with  a  fquadron  under  his 
cofniAandj  was  at  Terragona,  and  that  he  waft  come  to  com« 
mand  in  the  Mediterranean,  rcfolved  to  join  him  as  foon  as 
poflibie,  in  order  to  execute  any  orders  he  brought  with  him 
from  England,  or  to  contribute^  as  far  as  in  his  power  lay,  to 
the  fiipport  of  king  Charleses  affairs^  which  were  now  iii  a- 
inore  flourifliing  condition  than  they  had  been  for  Tome  years 
paft.  We  will  take  notice  next  of  admiral  Norri&'s  inftruflions^ 
and  of  whit,  in  purfuance  of  them,  he  performed  during  the 
time  he  commanded  in  chefc  parts*'; 

The  grand  fleet  defigned  for  this  year's  lervice  in  the  Medi- 
terranean, failed  from  Plymouth  dn  the  12th  of  January,  un-^ 
dcr  the  command  of  Sir  John  Norris,  who  having  fcen^the 
Virginia,  and  Other  merchantmen  bound  to  the  Weft  Indies, 
fafe  into  ihc  fea,  arrived  at  Port  Mahon  on  the  13th  of  March, 
where  he  was  joined  by  Sir  Edward  Whitaker,  and  a  Dutcli 
rear-admiral.  Immediately  after  his  arrival,  be  detached  three 
Englifh,  and  two  Dutch  men  of  War,  with  the  public  money, 
i-ecruits,  and  ammunition,  to  Barcelona,  in  order  to  receive  his 
Catholic  majefty's  commands*     While  the  admiral  remained 


^  Barchet's  ntval   hiftory,  p.   764.      Mercure  hiftorique  rt  politique,    t^me 
klfiii.  p.   645.  tome  wVit^  p.    69.  ^  Burchec's  naval  biftoiyy 

pw  76s.    Mescure  hiH  riaue  et  po  itiqur,  totne  xlviii.  p.  197.     Anoa!s  of  qneea 
Aooe. 
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here,  he  had  the  mortification  of  hearing,  that  two  of  our  mca 
of  war  had  been  taken  by  the  French ;  with  this  alleviating^ 
circumftance,.  however,,  that  both  officers  and  men  had  beha- 
ved braveljy  and  that  the  misfortune  was  entirelj^  owing  to  the 
enemy's  having  a  fupcrior  forced. 

Not  long  afteri  he  received  more  welcome  intelligence^  uxz. 
that  two  of  our  (hips  had  taken  a  French  man  of  war  of  fizty 
guns,  called  the  Moor^  a  very  fine  (hip,,  and  which  wa&>  after- 
wards regifiered  in  the  lift  of  our  royoLnavy^.  After  making 
the  neceflary  difpofitions  for  the  many  fervices  that  were  requi- 
red from  the  fleet,,  Sir  John  iiiiled  on  the  ytlvof  April,  from 
Port  Mahon,.  and  arrived  on  the  i  ith  at  Bai«eloiia.  There 
he  was  informed  by  the  king  of  Spain,  that  the  enemy  had  a 
defign,  either  upon  Sardinia  or  Naples,  and  that  the  duke  de 
Turfis,  a  Genoefe  nobleman,  who  commanded  a  fleet  of  gal- 
lies  for  the  fervice  of  king  Fliilip,  wa&at  (cay  in  order  to  exc- 


P  Thefe  tWb  ftiipt  Wttt  tKe  PcmKrnk'e,  of  fixty-four  ganVf  commanded  hj 
r^ptain  Rumfey,  and  the  Faiiicon,  of  tKirry-two  guns,  commanded  by  captaia 
Konflablc.  They  were  cniitinj^  to  the  fotMhward  of  Hicc,  wheo,.on  the  a^h 
of  December,  they  dircoverecf  6ve  fail  of  fbipi,  which  they  took  to  be  part 
of  Sir  Edward  Whicaktr'f  fqnadron.  Mbwevcr^  they  flood  towards  thrm  , 
but  perceiving  they  had  French  colours,  and  two  of  rhem  (laiiJing  in  for  An- 
tibcf,  they  made  the  fignal  appointed  by  Sir  Edward  Whit^ker,  which  waa  mn- 
fwered  bjr  the  enemy,  two  of  their  ihtp*' hoided  £ngtiO>  cclonts,  and  the  th:rd 
Bixcb,  and  immediaielyu  bora  down  up;>tt  them.  Oar  captains  were  not,  how- 
ever, deeeivctl,  boc  Hood  un  their  guard,  and  when  ihey  difcovered  them  to  be 
v^ry  large  fhips,  made  alfthe  fail'from  them  they  cou^d  ;  but  they  having  a  briAr 
gale,  and  our  fh'rpt  bat  little  wind,  the  Toitiou^,  a  fcventy-gun  (hip,  came 
up  wiih,  and  attaclied.  the  R^mbroke,  and  in  left  than  half  an  hour  the  other 
two,  one  carrying  lixiy-fix  guns,  and  the  other  fifty,  atucked  ber  likewirc, 
dud  having  taken  her,  purfued,  came  up  with,  and  took  the  Fautcon.  Captain 
Rumfey  was  killed  in  the  engagement,,  in  which  he  loft  one  hondrcd  and 
tortv  men,  her  mizenniafl  was  brought  by  the  board,  Mid  all  ber  rigpng  tora 
to  pieces,  before  the  officers  a;; reed  lo  furrender.  Captain  Con(lahi%  io  tho 
I^aulcon,  had  a  Ihot  through  his  nvmldcr,  and  yet  he  never  ftirred  from  hii  p^if!, 
or  coofented'to  Atike  his'cnfign,  till  he  had' but  fixtcen  foond-  men  kft  om  of  hi^ 
orew, 

<1  This  (hip  was  an  excellent  failer,  and  had  done  a  great  deal  of  mifchief  lo  oar 
trade.  Captain  Thomas  Long,  in  the  Breda,  a  ftom  fcventy-gun  (kip,  came  up 
with  herv  about  forty  leagues  S,  W.  by  W.  off  Cap«  Roxent,  and  in  a  (b«>rt  and 
briik  difpute  her  commander  was  kilfed.  Soon  after  the  Warfpight,  captain  J«>« 
ftas  Crow,  came  ua^erbir  qpir.cr,  aod  vvas<  ready  to  lay  her  go  board  i  and  tbea 
Oic  ftruck. 

cntc 
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'€ate  this  enterprize.  His  majefty  Iflcewiie  informed  falmi  that 
hv'was  in  great  want  of  the  Gcrraan  fuccours,  that  were  pro- 
mifed  him  from  Italy.  The  admiral  refoWed  to  do  his  befl  to- 
wards anfwering  both  thefe  demands  of  his 'Catholic  majeftjr, 
and  having  firft  landed  the  vtceroy  in  Sardinia^  where  he  found 
aill  things  quiet^'he  proceeded  to '^he  coaft  erf  italy,  in  order  to 
embark  the  foccours  bef(»*e- mentioned.  On  the  (Sth  of  May;, 
hir  jQ(hn  Norrts  arrrved  at  JLeghorn,  and  having  there  provided 
for  the*recunty  of  our  .'Levant  trade,  which  was  much  diflurbed 
by  monfieur  de  L'Aigk;  he  failed  ""frond  thence^o  Vado  Bay^ 
wherei  while  the  Germans  were  -embai*king,  'he  had  inteU)<» 
gencci  that  the  italim  gailies  had  anally  taken  on  board  a 
body  of  upwards  of  two  thottfand  men^  in  order  to  make  a 
defcent  on  the  ifland  of  Sardinia  '• 

Upon  this,  Sir  John  Norris  called  a  council  of  "War,  and  in 
puifuance  of  the  rofoiutions  taken  there,  he,  on  the  firft  of 
June,  detached  ^four  men  of  war  to  convoy ^thc  tranfports  to 
Barcelona ;  he  iikewife  detached  five  English  and  four  Dutch 
men  of  war,  to  crurze  kithe  height  of  Toulon,  for  a  convoy 
which  the  French  expefled  from  the  Levant.  The  fame  day 
he  failed  with  the  reft  of 'the  coirfcdcratc- fleet,  with  two  impe- 
rial regimemSf  to  go  to  the  affiftance  of  Sardinia,  i^pon  certain 
advice,  that  the  duke  de  Turfis  was  failed  with  hisgallies,  antj, 
^s  we  obferved  bofore,  fome  land  fbrees  ^on  board,  to  invade 
that  ifland.  The  ad  they  came  before  La*Baftida,  in  Coriica, 
and  faw  a  little  French  merchant  fliip  coming  from  the  Archi- 
pelago, which,  upon  the  approach  of  our  fleet,  retired  under 
t4ie^  cannon  of  that  place;  upon  this,  admiral  Norris  fent  fome 
boats  which  brought  «way  the  fhip,  but  the  men  made  their 
efcape  on  fliore.  A  bark  coming  from  the  ftor^^  'brought  the 
admiral  advice,  that  the  du'ke  de  Tnrfi^  having  continued  fome 
days  at  Porto  Vecchio,  wasfarled  lo^Bontfacio,  <with  a  defign 
to  execute  his  intended  enterprize  again  (I  Sardinia ;  whereupon 
tiicy  failed  again^  on  the  5th  came  mto  the  bay  of  Terra 
Nova,  in  Sardinia,  wherein  they  found  Tour  tartanes  of  the 
^nemy,  which  had  landed  there^urliandred  men,  and  Cxty 


'  -Burchet's  naval  hiflofy,  p  769.   Complete  hiHorj  sf  Eu'ope,  fcr  1710,  p.  50V, 
rCo  umna  roflrtta,  p.  aSg. 
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officers,  under  the  coo^mand  of  the  count  de  Caftillo.  Thef 
took,  the  fame  day  in  the  evening,  thofe  four  iliips,  and  un/ 
dcrftanding  by  the  prifoners,  that  the  couf^tj,  with  his  f^prcesi 
va8  but  two  miles  off  upon  th^t  Qiore,  the  a/dmirals  refolved  Uk 
{and  foipe  forces  to  attack  tiiemi  which  was  done  the  next  day. 
Thjcy  marched  diref^ly  tp.  Terra  Nova,  where  the  e^ejny  were 
poAed  i  but  the  count  de  Caftiljo  feeing  it  was  in  vain  far  him  ta 
piFer  aniy  refiilance,  furrendered  at  difcretion  ^  fo  that  they  took 
ftfur  hundred  and  fifty  foldiers  prifoners,  with  Cxty- three  oiE- 
ccr$|  and  feyeral  perfons  of  quality,  natives  of  Sardinia ;  who^ 
being  difaife£le(l  to  the  Qermaq  government,  had  jpined  the 
fnemy,  pr  had  gone  with  the  count  de  Cadillo  in  this  expedi- 
tion, in  hopei^  th^t  their  inter^ft  wpuld  occalioa  s|n  infur^e^oa 
in  favour  of  king  Philip  V  *.. 

Their  enterprize  having  fucceeded  beyond  espefbtion,  and 
there  being  no  d^qger  of  ^ny  rebellion  on  that  fide,  the  troops 
Returned  on  board  the  7th,  and  the  admirals  refolvcd  to  go  u\ 
queft  of  the  duke  de  Turfis,  who,  according  tq  the  report  of 
tiie  prifpner^^  wa$  failed  to  another  bay,  on  the  oppofite  Cde  of 
the  ifiand,  to  latid  the  reft  of  his  forces.  On  the  8ihj  they 
^ame,  by  favour  of  a  fre(h  gale,  into  the  canal  of  Bonifacio^ 
where  they  were  informed,  by  a^  Neapolitan  felucca,  that  tbc 
duke  de  TurCs,  was  failed  the  night  before  from  thence,  irith 
intention  to  retire  into  the  gulf  of  Aja2;tio,  in  Co.rfica;  where- 
upon they  made  all  the  fail  they  could,  in  hopes  of  coming  up 
with  him  in  that  bay ;  but  in  the  rnorning  of  the  9th,  whea 
they  ca^e  into  the  famcjj  they  were  infortned  that  the  duke 
de  Turfis,  forefeeing  they  would  purfue  him,  was  failed  thence 
the  night  before,  with  his  gaHies,  having  left  in  this  gulf  eight 
large  barks,  with  five  hundred  foldiers  on  board,  and  the  jgreatcft 
part  of  his  ammunitipn,  artillery,  and  provi(ionS|  in  hopes  tfaa( 
they  would  not  take  them  in  a  neutral  place. 

But  Sir  John  I^urris  thought  fit  to  feize  them,  and  {iguiiicd 
to  the  republic  of  Genoa,  that  the  queen  of  Great  Brhain,  hi^ 
^iflrefs,  could  not  but  exprefs  on  all  pccaHon^  the  higbeft  re- 
sentment againft  them,  fp|[  haying  peripitted  ^he  duke  de  TurCs^ 


•  Aon«1t  of  q leen  Anne,  vel.  ix.   p.    77,     Mercare  hiftoHque  et  poliaqoe 
rAaoer.  i7iOj  tome  xlist     Oldaiizoa's  biilory  of  the  Stuarts,  v  I.  ii. 
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pne  of  their  fubjcQs,  to  make,  iq  their  dominions,  fach  an  ar* 
fnament  defigned  againft  one  of  the  kingdoms  belonging  to  the 
king  of  Spain  her  ally ;  and  that,  looking  upon  their  permiffion 
or  connivance  as  a  breach  of  their  neutrality!  he  would  attack 
the  queen's  enemies  in  all  their  harbours.  The  Genoefe  gover* 
nor,  to  whom  thcfe  rcprefentations  were  made,  anfwercd  with 
as  much  fubmiflion  as  could  be  expeded  i  promifed  that  he 
vould  not  fupply  the  duk^  de  Turfis,  or  any  that  belonged  to 
him,  with  provifions ;  and  moft  earneftly  requefted,  that  the 
admiral  would  not  land  any  troops  upqn  the  ifland.  The  admi- 
re having  confidered  his  requeft,  and  being  fenfible  that  it 
vrould  be  to  very  little  purpofe  to  attempt  following  the  enemy 
into  the  mountains,  thought  proper  to  grant  it,  and  thereupon 
proceeded  immediately  for  Barcelona,  where  he  arrived  on  the 
1 8th  of  June ;  and  the  king  of  Spain  defiring  that  part  of  the 
troops  might  be  landed  in  Valencia,  and  that  the  fleet  might  be 
as  foon  as  poiTible  at  Terragona,  it  was  refolved  to  fail  thither 
direiStly,  and  to  leave  orders  for  vice-admu*al  Baker  to  follow ; 
which  orders,  as  I  have  already  (hewn,  he  pun£lualiy  obeyed  % 
The  inhabitants  of  the  Cevennes  having  given  the  king  of 
France  a  great  deal  of  difturbance,  and  having  numbers  of  their 
countrymen  in  foreign  fervice,  it  was  propofcd  to  the  Britifli 
miniilry,  that  notwith (landing  the  mifcarriage  of  former  at- 
tempts, fomething  ihould  be  again  undertaken  in  their  favour; 
and  to  enforce  this  advice,  it  was  obferved,  that  the  Camilars, 
then  in  arms,  were  within  fifteen  leagues  of  Montpelier,  and 
that  it  was  poflible  to  lane}  our  troops  at  Port  Cette,  within  a 
fingle  league  of  that  city.  Upon  this,  the  miniilry  themfclves, 
conceiving  fuch  an  expedition  might  difconcert  the  enemies  de« 
figns  in  Spain,  or  at  lead  facilitate  king  Charles's  enterprizes  in 
Catalonia,  refolved  to  fend  a  gentleman  to  Spain,  thoroughly 
]nftru6:ed  as  to  the  whole  of  this  affair,  with  orders  to  pro-> 
pofe  it  to  general  Stanhope,  and  Sir  John  Norris,  upon  whofe 
approbation,-and  the  confent  of  the  king  pf  Spain,  the  defign 
w^s  to  be  immediately  put  in  execution,  by  the  fleet  then  on  the 
coad  of  Catalonia.     It  muil  be  allowed,  that  this  projcA  wa$ 

t  Bnrchct*s  navil  hiftoty,  p.  771.    Columns  roftratai  p.  289.    The  complete 
hiflory  of  Eyropc,  for  ^710,  p.  519. 
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^17  well  formed,  and,  according  to  the  beft  informattoiis  that  T 
have  been  able  to  obtain,  if  our  troops  had  a^lualty  fixed  thctn- 
feUcs  for  three  days  at  Cette,  we  might,  with  the  afiii^ance  of 
the  duke  of  Savoy,  have  given  the  French  king  more  trouble 
than  be  had  ever  met  wrrh  from  any  of  our  projects  during  the 
war.  For  his  «wn  fubje^,  then  in  arms  againft  him,  were  a 
bold,  darrng,  hardy  people,  and,  with  a  very  little  encourage- 
ment from  us,  would  have  formed  an  army  of  twenty  or  thirtr 
thouTand  men,  to  whom  aH  the  French  exiles,  in  every  part  of 
Jturope,  wouW  have  rcforted  ;  and,  as  among  them  there  were 
many  cbcpcrienoed  officers,  it «  not  cafy  to  conceive,  what  con- 
fequencee  this  affair  might  havehad^  or  to  what  extent  the  flame 
might  have  fpread". 

On  the  arrival  of  thi*  gemleman  from  England,  general  Stan-, 
hope,  who  was  a  very  enterprizing  officer,  eagerly  embraced 
tlie  fcheme,  and  prevailed  upon  king  Charles  to  permit  a  body 
of  troops,  though  indeed  it  was  but  a  very  fmaH  one,  to  embark 
on  board  the  fleet.  This  Tefolution  being  taken,  wascommu- 
fucated  to  Sir  John  Norris,  Who,  xyn  the  6th  of  JiHy,  held  a 
^eat  Council  of  war,  In  which  it  was  refolved,  to  fend  an  cx- 
prcfs  to  the  duke  of  Savoy,  aad  to  embark  the  forces  immedi- 
ately, that  an  affair  of  fuch  importance  might  not  fuffer  by  de- 
lay. The  command  of  thefe troops,  which coniifted  of  no  more 
than  the  regiment  of  colonel  Stanhope,  and  three  hundred  men 
from  Port  Mahon,  wa«  given  to  mjqor-generai  Sciflan,  a  native 
of  Languedoc,  and  a  very  good  officer.  The  fleet  failed  from 
Barcelona  on  the  ntntli,  and  arrived  before  Cette  on  the  iptli. 
The  next  morning,  by  break  of  day,  the  troops,  which  were 
but  feven  iiundred  men,  and  who  had  landed  the  evening  be- 
fore, withoirt  any  oppofition,  marched  direftly  towards  the 
cown.  Sir  John  Norris  appointed  fome  (hips  to  batter  the  fort  at 
the  mole-head,  tipon  which  the  Inhabitants  retired  to  the  church, 
and  foon  after  both  town  and  fort  furrendcred;  as  in  the 
evening  of  the  next  day  did  the  town  of  Agde;  fo  that  now  we 
bad  firm  footing  in  the  enemy^s  country :  and  this  expedition 
bad  a  more  promifing  appearance  than  any  that  had  been  hi* 

«  Barchei*i  nav^l  hifl..rjr,  p.  77*-     The  comflete  hiftorjr  cf  Europ;  for  1710, 
!».  54f,  Okliaixon*«  kidory  of  the  Stutfts,  vol.  ji. 
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therto  undertaken  againft  France;  our  only  misfortune  was^ that 
there  were  fo  few  men  fpared  for  fo  important  a  defign  *. 

On  the  i7tb,  ma|or*general  ^cifian  received  advice,  that  the 
duke  of  Roquelaure  was  advancing  with  400  dragooa«y  and 
4000  militia,  to  ford  the  lake,  and  re-poflVf«  Cette;  upon 
vrhich  the  major-general  thought  proper  to  leave  a  hundred  and' 
forty  roci>  to  fecure  the  bridge  of  Agdc,  and  marched  with  the 
reft  of  the  forces  to  oppofe  she  enemy  ;  writing  at  the  fame  time 
to  the  adnurals  Norris  and  Sommciidyke,  co  deilre  them  to  fend 
all  the  boats  of  the  fieet,  with  as  mrany  men  as  they  could  rpare^ 
hito  the  Etang  or  Lake,  to  attack  the  enemy  in  their  paiTage 
through  the  fame  ;  which  was  done  accordingly.  The  duke  of 
Roqotrlanre,  feeing  his  defign  prevented  by  thefe  precautlonsj^ 
returned  to  Meze,  and  the  admirals  and  general  detached  a 
major,  with  a  hundred  and  fifty  men>  to  reinforce  the  detach- 
ment left  to  fecure  the  bridge  of  Agde  \  but,  at  the  fame  time 
advice  came,  that  this  important  pol^  h;id  been  abandoned  upon 
a  falfe  alarm.  Neverthclcfs,  h  was  refblved  to  prevent  rheenc* 
my,  and  to  return  to  Adge  with  (hallops  by  fea>  in  ordcr.to  re- 
gain that  port;  but  the  very  moment  that  this  was  to  be  ex* 
ccuted,  a  ftrong  wind  happened  to  rife,  which  obliged  them 
to  abandon  that  defign,  and  direft  all  their  care  to  fecure  Cette^ 

In  fhort,  the  duke  de  Noailles,  arrived  at  Agde,  the  fame  day 
that  they  were  to  return  thither.  They  began  then  to  think  of 
the  defence  of  the  mountain  of  Cette>  and  polled  there  the  few 
troops  they  had  in  the  vineyards,  furrounded  with  a  flight  wall  ^ 
but  with  orders  to  retire,  yet  not  before  the  arrival  of  the  ene- 
tny.  The  officer,,  who  commanded  fifty  men,  did  not  rightly  ap- 
prehend this  order,  or  elfc  he  was  furprifcd  ;  for  fcarce  had  a  few 
Flench  dragoons  fired  upon  o«r  men,  before  they  furrendered  to 
them  at  difcretion*  The  other  troops  retired  in  c!i(ordcr,  though 
the  neceiTary  difpofitk>ns  had  been  made  to  fupport  them  in  their 
'  retreat,  and  the  fevcral  officers  did  all  that  could  be  expedted 
from  their  courage  and  expetience  to  rally  the  troops.  While 
thefe  were  rc-imbarking  on  the  17th,  a  captain  was  left  in  the 
fort,  with  fifty  men  to  cover  the  retreat.  It  was  not  acce(fible> 
but  on  the  fide  of  the  mole,  and  was  defended  br  two  pieces  of 

•  Bayer's  life  of  qufcn  Ann?,  p.  4??.     CVi  mni  roPtrsn,  p.    iSo.     Me'cure 
4j;ftoriij*ie  ei  j.'olit  qr,  toao.  xlix.  p.  its,  .11. 
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cannon  in  the  place  that  leads  to  it  \  atid  befides,  the  enemy  had 
no  boats*  The  (hallops  were  juft  bf  the  fort  the  whole  mom- 
hig ;  but  admiral  Norris  had  no  fooner  put  off  to  go  on  board 
his  (hip9  but  the  enemy  fent  word  to  the  captain,  that  if  he  did 
not  immediately  furrender  the  fort,  he  nlttft  cxpt€t  no  qosoter. 
Whereupon  the  officer  let  down  the  bridge,  and  furreDdcred  at 
difcretion,  even  before  the  troops  were  re^imbarked*A  The 
duke  de  Roquelaure  fent  them  back  the  captain  who  had  fb  iU 
defended  the  fof  t,  in  exchange  for  a  burgher  who  had  been  re- 
leafed  before  4  but  the  captain  was  fet  a-fhore  again,  and  told^ 
that  fince  be  had  been  fo  complaifant  to  M.  de  Roquelauref  as 
to  deliver  up  the  fort  to  him,  it  was  but  reafonable  he  Qiould  be 
pear  the  duke's  perfon,  and  treated  according  to  his  merit  ^. 

Thus  ended  an  expedition,  from  which  much  was  expeded, 
and  which  had  no  other  good  efFe£t,  except  obliging  the  enem  j 
to  recal  a^confiderable  body  of  their  troops  from  Rouffillon  ;  in 
doing  this  the  duke  de  Noailies  made  a  very  remarkable  march, 
of  which  the  French  have  boafted  exceffively*  Sir  John  Nor- 
ris having  re-imbarked  the  forces,  failed  on  the  19th,  and  fhcw- 
cd  himfelf  off  Toulon  and  MarfcilJcs  j  fome  days  after,  he  ftood 
into  the  road  of  Hieres,  where  he  difcovered  a  French  fly-boat^ 
carrying  fifty  guns,  under  three  forts,  upon  the  iflandofPort 
Croix;  upon  which  he  inilantly  detached  fome  EngliQx  and 

3c  See  the  reUtion  of  this  defcent,  in  a  letter  from  on  board  the  Patch  ad* 
mini,  dated  from  the  C'>nre(!erate  fleet  at  Vado,  Augud  the  tth,  xtio\  in  th6 
annals  of  queen  Anne^  vol.  ix.  p.  8  j. 

>  Father  Diniel  gives  us  a  very  pv'impoui  account  of  this  buftnefi:  thetlKeSj 
fays  he,  appeared  bcfure  Port  de  Cctte,  with  twenty-five  men  of  war*  and  im* 
mediately   made    themfelves  maOers  of  the  p'ace.     The    duke   d«  Koqurlasrc^ 
%ho  commanded   in    Langnedoc,   had   but   three  troops  of  horle,  and   there* 
fore  he  fent  direAIy  co4he  duke  de  Noailies  for  adjflance}  who,  in  the  fp«ce  of 
three  day5,  brought  900   h^rft,  and  toob  grcnidicrs  into  the  neighbourhood  of 
Agdc;  from  whence  they  forced  ihc  enemy  to  retire  immediately,  with  the  loft 
of  three  or  four  hundred  men.     He  conftfTjc,  however^  that  it  was  an  a^ir  ci 
great  confirquencc.   (ince,  if  the  Knglifh  had  become  mailers  of  that  putt,  tbef 
might  have  been  able  to  fupport  the  rebels  in  Frslnce,  which  mufl  have  brought 
the  greiicft  mireric*  upon  that  kin^^dcm.     The  moft  extraordinary  thing,  he  ul'i 
vt,  is,  that  the  French  l^ft  only  one  gte  adier,  and  a  few  horfet :  but  eVeo  thil 
wa^  too  rtiuch  fiir  other  French  writers  to  own,  atid  therefore  they  leave  out  the 
horfes,  and  tell  us,  that  thcgrcuadicr  killed  himfelf^  bit  piece  t^ing  off  as  it  ttas 
flung  at  his  back. 

Dutch 
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utcb  fingateSf  under  die  command  of  Captain  Stef)ney,  to  at* 
tacit  both  the  iliip  and  the  fortreiles.  This  was  performed  with 
gre;it  vigour,  aiid  in  a  (hbrt  time  the  ihip  was  abandoned,  and 
the  loweft  of  the  ihree  forts ;  upon  this  our  boats  rowed  haflii^ 
to  board  tKet^l,  iiito  which  our  men  liad  fcarde  entered,  be* 
fore  the  (Hip,  bjr  a  train  laid  for  tHat  purpofe  by  the  enemy^ 
was  blown  il})j  and  thirty *five  of  ouir  peo{>ie  either  killed  or 
WOundc^d.  This  misfortune  was  Toon  followed  by  another ;  fop 
our  iHips  that  were  cruizing  off  Toulon  j  being  diftrefied  for  wa« 
ter,  failed  to  ah  adjacent  iUand  for  a  fupply^  and  in  the  ihean 
time  a  ereat  com  fleeti  for  which  they  were  waiting,  took  that 
opportunity  to  enter  the  port  of  Toolori. 

On  the  i4th  of  Augufti  Stir  John  Norris  returned  ib  Port 
Mahonl  where  he  received  the  welcotne  news  of  the  great  vie- 
tory  of  SahrragoHa.  He  then  expe£ted  to  have  failed  on  an  ex- 
pedition  for  the  fer^ice  of  his  Catholic  niajefty ;  but  iras  difap* 
{Pointed,  pairtly  through  fbme  delay  mad*^  by  tlib' troops  in  em- 
barking; arid  pirtly  by  the  hafte  the  Dutch  wef^  tn  to  return 
Home ;  fo  that,  finding  it  inijprafticable  to  do  aii]f^fiirihe^  ier- 
vice  for  the  prcfent,  he  ordered  nioft  of  his  fliips  tobe  cleaned ) 
ifrhich  being  performed;  he  failed  on  the  joth  of  Gflober  from 
Port  Mahoh,  and  oh  the  iSth  of  November  he  took  three  French 
ftips  frbib  Newfdundlahd.  After  this;  he  fecured  tKe  Turkey 
fleet,  and  then  ittehnprdd  to  ailnby  tlie  enemy  in  the  Bay  of 
Roles,  where  he  met  with  fuch  a  ftormt  as  drove  the  Refblu- 
tlon  on  ihore*,  oh  the  cbafl  of  Catalonia,  near  to  Barcelona^ 
where  (he  was  lod;  ndtwithdaiiding  all  imaginable  care  to  pre- 
vent it;  ahd  the  i-eft  of  the  fleet  was  forced  itito  the  harbour  of 
Port  Mahoh  *. 

His  Catholic  niajeAy^s  affairs  had  by  this  time  taken  a  new 
and  unfavoui^able  turn,  and  therefore  his  majefty  wrote  in  pref* 
fing  terms  to  Sir  John  Norris;  in  order  to  engage  him  to  fail 
^veir  to  the  Italian  coafl,  to  bring,  with  the  utmofl:  expedition^ 
fuch  trboj)S  as  could  be  fpared  frorn  thence  for  his  fervice.  Sir 
John  failed  from  Barcelona,  and  arrived  on  the  ipth  of  March 
ill  the  bay  of  Vado'  i  on  the  aad  following,  the  Seveme,  Lion, 

*  Barchet*s  naval  hiflory,  hook  ▼.  chap*  31.  Lediard*s  naval  hiftory,  vol.  if. 
^  $46,  847.     Annalf  of  queen  Anoe.     London  Gazcttf,  K^.  48x0. 

»  Mercurc  hiftcriqoc  ec  politique,  torn.  1.  p.  476.  London  Gazette,  K^.  aB\^- 
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ahd  Linie,: made  the  figp»i  of  feeisg  four  fliipG  s  npoo  w&idii&r 
admiral  cMPdered  tlic  Na&u  and  Exeter  to  give  tbem  cbacc^aad 
i^poo'  bearing  a  great  firing  of  guns,,  detached  the  Shrtmmtk 
and  Wiochelfta  to  their  aiCI|ao€9-  On  the  a7tb».  the  Scvcrae 
and  Lime  €aa>e  into  the  road,  and^eaptain  PudncTf  wh^  com- 
Branded  tb|6  former,  g/LYc  Sir  |ohn  Norris  an  acfloiia^  that,  iir 
^oiijunftion  with  the  Lion  and  Lime,  be  bad^  tbe.<l^  beferr^ 
•ngaged  fonr  Frenob  ihips,  from  fi&tf  to  fortf  g«ms»  fer  above 
two  hours^^and  then  tbe  French  crowded  aU  the  fail  they  coold». 
and  made  away  ^.  the  Scveme^  being  di&bkd,  returned  with'the 
Lime  into-Vado  roadj^  btit  captain  GalMdus  Walpole,  who- 
commanded  the  Lion,  continued  the  cbace,;  though  he  hod  his 
right  arm  {hot  away^  about  forty  men  killed  and>  woanded,  and 
His  (hip  much  torn  .by  the  enemy's  £bot«  The  Exeter,  com* 
manded  by  captain  Raymond,  came  upwith  one  of  the  French^ 
men,  and».  after. a  briik  engagement  of  above  two  ho«ra,  took 
her  'f  but  bt;  w^  fb  di&bled,  that  be  was  forced  to  let  her  gor 
sigaitii  She  proved'  to-  be  the  Pemjbr^ke,.  wbich  had  been  taken 
fr6m  lis  a- {far.  before,  that  was,.  »^iilc  in  our  ierviee,.  a  fiztj*' 
gun  (hip  ;ibH^^at  thi»  time  fhe  mounted^  no  more  than  Hbj^* 

Sir  Joh&  having  given  the  neceilary  dire&lons  for  embarking 
the  troops  on  board  an  hundred  and  twenty  tramfports,  in  order 
to  efcort  them  to  Barcelona,,received  advice,,  while  he  was  wait* 
k)g  for  a  wind,:  that  Sir  Jobn  Jennings  was  arrived  at  Port  Ma- 
bon,  in  order  to  command  in  tbe  Mediterranean*  We  have  al- 
ready, contrary  to  our  ufoal-  method^  carried  this  fart  of  the 
hiQory  beyond  the  bounds  of  the  year  lyiOy  which  was  occa- 
Aoned  by  a  dedre  of  preferving  perfpicuity,.  wbich  otherwifc 
could  not  have  been  fo  well  done  y  and,  lor  the  fame  r«afon, 
we  Ihall  proceed  with  Sir  John  Norris'is  condu^.  thougb  it  wili 
carry  us  almdft  to  the  clofe  of  the  year  17  ii:  whieb^. however, 
is  better  than  breaking  tlie  thread  of  the  narration,;  to  refutac  it 
again  at  a  great  diilance  of  time ;-  and  this,  too,  when  all  that 
can  be  faid  about  it  will  fall  within  a  very  narrow  compafs. 


t)  Burchet*s  oaval  hiftory,  p.  774.    LediarcTf  a«td  faiftory,  vol.  Ii.  p.  S4r'* 
£.ondoQ  Giictte,  N^.  4837* 
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"Etc  failed  from  Vado  for  Port  Mahon,  in  April « ;  but  wa^ 
<fbrced  by  a  ftorm  into  the  road  of  Ara(iO|  where,  with  great 
xlifficulty,  lie  procured  forage  for  the  horfcs,  and  where  he  liy 
vind-boufid^tiM  the  4tb  of  May,  and  then  proceeded  to  Barcc^ 
'lona,  arrived  there,  and  landed  the  troops  on  the  eighth,  where^ 
tiavit)g  confultcd  with  the  duke  -of  Argyle,  tni  taken  care  t^ 
"fend  a  ftrong  fquadron  to  Genoa  for  the  public  money,  he 
thought  next  of  proceeding  home  with  the  Turkey  trader  and^ 
■with  that  new,  ordered  captain  Cornwall  to  efcort  ilicm  to 
<?ibraltar,  or  Lifbon,  and  tiiere  wait  for  his  arrival.  This  be- 
ing performed^  he  followed  them  as  foon  as  the  king  of  Spain'9 
aflFairs  would  permit ;  and  failing  with  them  tinder  his  convoy 
from  Lilbon  or  the  ijth  of  September,  he  arrived  with  them 
off  the  Ifle  of  Wight  the  €th  of  Oftober,  1711,  with  four 
ifliips  of  the  third  rate,  feven  of  the  fourth,  three  of  the  fifth. 
Two  bomb- veflels;,  two  ftore-fliips,  and  an  hofpital-fliip ;  and 
from  thence  held  on  his  courie  to  the  Downs,  leaving  the  com- 
Ynand  of  the  fleet  that  ^continued  in  the  Mediterranean  to  Sir 
John  Jennings,  of  whoft  proceedings  we  (hall  fpeak  hi  their 
proper  place^  but^  at  prefeot,  it  is  requiiite  that  we  (hould  gjve 
an  account^  as  we  promifed,  of  the  expedition  fet  on  foot  for 
teAoring  our  affairs  in  Newfoundland  ^. 
•  The  check  we  had  received  the  year  before,  had  given  the 
miniftry  great  difquiet.  They  found  then^fekes,  at  this  junfture^ 
-in  a  very  critical  fituation,  and  were  therefore  under, a  kind  of 
neceflity  of  providing  againft  any  new  ciamours,  wWch  they 
were  fenfihle  would  be  fet  up,  in  cafe  the  French  were  not  ef- 
feclually  rooted  out  in  a  place  which  fo  nearly  affeftcd  our  mcry 
chants,  and  upon  which  their  commerce  with  Spain^  PorfUgal^ 
«nd  Italy,  fo  much  depended*     la  order,  therefore^  to  provide 


*  Bnrehet**'  mviI  hiftoiy,  book  t.  chap.  3a.  Tlie  conrj^lete  biflory  of  Eu. 
rope,  for  171X4  p.  aio,  %%>i.  Lor  don  Gacerte,  N^.  48^,  43/|<S,  ^^4.  Thcr« 
arc  ▼artous  accounts  of  the  lofs  fnflained  ia  rhif  florm;  the  French  reported  it 
af  yery  confiderarble }  Comt  fay  there  were  only  three  -bailis  deftroyed,  two  of 
which  fnnk  at  fea^  and  the  other  was  forced  by  ftreff  of  weather  to  put  inti> 
lAarieillef. 

4  Burchet^t  naval  hiAory,  p  77^.    Annali  ofqoeen  Anne,  for  the  year  rjit^ 
no\,  K.    Burnet's  hi(l«iry  of  bu  own  tines,  vot.  ii.  p.  ; 74>    I^ondon  Gazette, 
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in  the  beft  odanner  pofEble  for  fo  important  an  uxufertalm^ 
tbey  made  choice  of  two  officers  of  great  worth  and  cxpenend^ 
one  of  them  to  command  ilpLt  f^uadron^  the  cither  the  land 

ibrccs  that  were  to  be  put  on  board  it.    The  former  was  cao- 

i  • '  .   •     .       .  '    f.'  •  •        •■  •  ■  • 

tain  Qeorge  ]VIartin,  and  the  latter,  colonel  ^rancis  NichoUonj 
who  was  lent  to  Bofton  in  New  England*  in  order  to  pcovide 
every  thing  neccfiary  for  the  expedition,  and  to  dfaw  together 
fuch  forces  as  could  be  fpared  from  that  colony,  ta  that  they 
mieht  be  able  to  embark  as  foon  as  the  ibuadron  fliould  ar* 
rive  *. 

This  fcjuadron  confided  of  the  Dragon,  a  fifty«giia  fbif), 
commanded  by  captain  George  Martin  i  the  Falmonth,  of  fifty 
guns,  by  captain  Walter  Rydcl;  the  ^f^coftaff,  of  thirty-two 
guns,  b^  captain  Qeorge  Gordon;  the  Feverfliam,  of  thirty- 
fix  guns,  by  captain  Robert  f^afton,  and  the  Star  bomb-ketch, 
by  captain  Thomas  |lochfort ;  to  wfiich  was  afterwards  added, 
the  Ciiefter,  a  fifty- gun  fliip,  commanded  by  captain  'rkotnas 
i^Iatthews.  *  Captain  Martin  arriving  in  New  £ngland,  found 
all  things  properly  adjufled  fpr  the  execution  of  this  enterprize 
againft  the  French  fettiement,  without  delay ;  in  confequence  of 
which,  he  proceeded  from  Nantafket  road  the  i8th  of  Septem* 
ber,  with  the  Dragon,  Falmouth,  Lcoftaff,  Feverflumt  and 
Star  bomb-veficl,  the  Provence  galley,  two  bo(pitalF-fhips, 
thirty^one  tranilports,  and  two  thoufand  land  forces,  having 
fent  the  Chefler  before,  to  endeavour  to  intercept  any  fupplies 
vhich  the  cncfny  might  attempt  to  fend  to  Port- Royal,  in  Nova 

Scotia  i  and  on  the  24th,  in  the  afternoon,  he  anchored  at  the 

*  .  »         '  * 

entrance  of  the  harbour.  A  council  of  war  ^iras  called,  and, 
purfuant  to  what  was  agreed,   the  fmall  embarkations   and 


^  Burchet't  oaval  hiftory,  p,  765.  Colamna  roArata,  p.  294.  Boycr*<  lift 
of  qocen  Anne,  p,  468.  Mcrcnre  liinorique  ct  po'itique,  tome  1.  p.  77.  An- 
nals  of  queen  Anne;  vol.  ix.  p-  191.  See  the  journal  of  an  expedition  per- 
formed by  the  foroe>  of  our  fovereign  lady  Anne,  linder  ide  command  of  ihc 
hanr>ur«ble  F>ancis  Nicholfcn,  general  &nd  commander  tii  chief,  in  Qie  year 
J  710,  for  the  redul^ion  of  Port  Royal  in  V^ovd  Scotia,  or  any  ocbcr 
place  in  thofc  parts  of  America,  rbcn  in  pofnftion  of  ihc  French.  liOsdoo, 
i7ii»  4?0.  .  ,         .  .  . 
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boats  we^e  gotten  ready  to  receive  the  men,  and  put  them  on 
(bore  f* 

Things  being  in  this  fityation,  on  tbe  25th  of  September, 

^bput  fix  in  the  morning,  colonel  Vetch,  and  colonel  Reading,  ' 

with  fifty  men  each,  together  with  Mr.  Forbes,  the  engineer, 

went  on  (hore  to  yieiir  the  ground  for  landing  the  troops ;  and 

foon  after  colonel  Nicholfpn  himfelf,  >yith  a  body  of  men,  ac*- ' 

fually  lapded;  the  enemy  firing  at  the  boats  in  which  they 

were,  from  their  batteries  of  cannon  and  mortars,  but  with  no 

great  fuccefs.    Colonel  Vet^li,  with' five  hundred  on  the  north 

fide,  fo  lined  the  (hore,  as  that  he  prote£led  the  landing  of  tbe 

cannon,  ammunition,  apd  iiores,  and  the  mortar  being  fixe^ 

on  board  the  bomb-vefiel,  (he  driying  up  with  the  tide  of  flood, 

within  cannon-Ibot  of  tbe  fort,  both  that  day  and  the  pext, 

bombarded  the  enemy  therein,  which  did  in  a  great  meafure  in* 

duccf  thena  tp  capitulate,  fooner  than  othcrwife  they  would 

have  done :  not  but  that  they  were  very  much  galled  in  the 

attempts  made  on  them,  and  the  warm  fire  from  the  artillery 

on  (hore;   but  the  29th,   2^th,  and  30th,   the  bomb-veflel 

was  not  able  to  throw  any  (hells,  b)y  reafon  of  hard  gales  of 

wind*. 

At  a  council  of  war,  held  on  the  firfl  of  Ofiober,  two  let- 
ters, which  were  received  from  monfieur  Subercafe,  directed  to 
^olonel  Nicholfon,  were  taken  in^o  copflderation,  together  with 


f  This  esped|rion,  which  wat  one  of  (he  moft  fortunate  that  we  had  ander^ 
taken '  in  this  part  of  the  woi-id,  owed  ici  facccik  in  a  grctt  meafnre  to  the 
conduA  of  colonel  FraocU.*  Ntchotfon,  who  maintained  a  pcrfcQ-  agreement 
fvUh  commodore  ^iirtin,  and  the  reft  of  the  fea  oficerf,  who,  on  iheir  par(« 
omitted  nothing  th«  wa<  demanded  /or  the  i|ie  of  the  troops,  and  -ftipported 
|bem  SP«ry  cordially  upon  a\\  oecafioni,  with  their  boats  tnd  men.  Another 
thing  that  contributed  uot  a  little  co  thit  happy  event  was,  the  troops  being 
ftafoned  that  were  fent  Ufion  th^s  expedition,  and  having  officers  well  ac- 
quainted, noi  ooiy  with  their  duty,  b|it  with  the  climate,  and  (itoation  >rkf 
places;  which,  in  afT^irs  of  this  nature,  are  circumnanccs  of  the  utmoft  coo. 
fequence. 

f  It  may  not  be  amifs  to  remark  here,  that  this  place,  now  Anmpo\i%,  hu 
t  very  fine  bafon,  capable  of  holding  a  large  fleet ;  that  it  commands  i  valu- 
able country,  which  fettled,  would  prove  a  cover  and  protcAion  to  New 
England;  ind  that  >it  was  at  this  jan^nre  •  neft  of  French  privateers,  and 
thence  ftyled  their  Amcrioui  Dunkirk.  Thefc  circuQ(Unpe«  Hicw  the  value  of 
this  A^o^ocfi*         * 

the 


«54  NAVAL    HISTORY 

the  anfwers  which  he  had  made  thereunto  7  and  tfie  prcfimT- 
©arics  being  agreed  on,  the  governor  marching  out  of  the  fort, 
miih  the  garrifoa  \  our  troope  took  potkSioti  of  it  ibon  after^ 

with 


k  Thtf  capitoUtioo  ii  worth  the  Mader's  noHec,  imfiniich  av  it  oomjii4 
the  termi  upon  which  we  were  put  in  paffeSViyn  of  the  province  of  Acadia,  « 
the  French  call  h^  or,  if  we  ft^k  it,  the  prorinee'of  Ntnra  Scods.  The  ir- 
ticles  were, 

t,  Thar  the  garrifon  (hall  march  out  with  tbcrr  trmi  and  hcggage,  dmon 
beadcg,  and  colonrt  Hytn^ 

a.  That  there  fliall  be  a  fnfficient  namber  of  fhips  tad  pr«vtfi«ns  to  irtflpeK 
the  faid  garrifoa  to  RocheUe»  or  Rochfort,  by  the  (bortoft  p<Afe  i  wbeac  %btf 

ihali  be  furniihed  with  pafTports  for  their  rctura. 

3.  That  I,  coljnH  Nicholfon,  may  take  oat  fit  gaof,  aadtwo  Hiortartp  fucb 
as  I  (bail  thirrk  fit. 

4.  That  the  officers  (hall  carry  out  aH  their  e(ft(^s  of  what  fort  Ibem; 
except  tbcy  do  agree  to  the  felling  of  then*  the  payaient  of  wfaidi  to  be 

kona  fidf, ' 

Si  That  the  inhabitaotf,  wichio  caanon  fliot  of  the  fort  of  Port- Royal,  (bUt 
remain  upon  their  eft4tct,  with  their  corn,  cattle,  and  furniture,  daring  iva 
yeirs,  in  cafe  they  are  not  defirout  to  go  before ;  they  taking  the  oatbs  of  al< 
legiance  and  (idelity  to  her  facred  majcdy  of  Great  Britaio. 

6,  That  a  veflcl  be  provided  for  the  priTateers  belonging  to  die  tflaadf  of 
America,  for  their  traiifportatioo  thither. 

7.  That  thofe  that  are  defirons  to  go  €vr  Plaoeolia,  in  Newfunadlaad,  ifaai 
have  leave  by  the  nearcft  pafTigt, 

6.  That  the  Caoadianf,  or  thofe  that  are  ddiroas  to  go  thither,  may,  during 
the  fpace  of  one  year. 

9.  That  the  tSc£tft  oraaiBents,  atcn(ils  «f  the  chape!  and  hofpical,  fiiall  be 
delivered  to  the  almooer. 

10.  I  promife  to  deliver  the  fort  of  Port«>Rnyal  into  the  handf  of  Fraocit 
Hicholfon,  Efi);  for  the4{«cen  of  Oreit  BQtain,  6fc,  wichinr  three  day»  after  the 
ratification  of  thif  prefcnt  treaty  j  with  ail  the  ctCt&i  btlanging  to  the  king,  at 
g[ans,  mortari,  bomb*,  bilit ,  powder,  aod  all  other  fmali  armi. 

11.  I  will  difcover,  upon  01  y  faith,  all  the  mi  net,  fougafles,  and  calemates. 
<a.  All  the  articles  of  this  prefcnt  treaty  (haM  be  eaecated  apoo  good  faith, 

IKithout  dificolty,  and  (igned  by  each  other,  at  her  msjefly  of  Great  Britauri's 
camp,  before  Port-Royal  fort,  the  fecoad  day  of  OAober,  in  the  ninth  year 
of  her  m>je(ly's  neiga,  awaoqut  Dondni  17x0. 

PRINCIS   NiCHOLSOH.     ' 
SUBBRCAtS. 

^UfnorandufK.      The  jrenetal   detUred,   that    Hrhhin    cannon- flict    of   ?©•?• 
Royal,  io  ihz  ftT.l  article  aforcfaid,  is  to  be  ondcrflaod,  three  EngHib  mJlc« 

rocixd 
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witb  drums  beating,  ^od  colours  fljriog ;  where  hoifting  the 
i^nion  flag,  theyi  in  honour  of  her  oxajedy,  called  the  place- 
Anna4)oU$  Boyal  ^  a^d  a  fufBcieat  xxumber  of  men  being  lefe« 
therein^  the  (hips  and  troops  proceeded  to  New  England  as  foon 
as  all  things  neceirary  vcre  f<?ttled;  |rom  whence  captain  Mar- 
tin. <kparted»  not  long  sifter,  iii  order  to  pot  in  execution  the 
r<m»ning  part  of  ids  inflru&ionsi  and  prepare  for  his  ret  am  to 
EnglaM. 

Tbefe  were  not  aB  the  misfortunes  tliat  befcl  the  French  ia. 
tbis  part  of  tbe  worlds  for  our  men  of  war  and  .privatcer» 
took  this  jear  near  Bftj  of  their  iliips.  The  Portland  and  the 
Valeur  tooki  in.t^cir  parage toNewfojundland,  two  yery  ricU 
prizes,  value  thirty  thouiaad  pounds.  But  not  long  after^  the 
Vaieur  was  furprized  in  barboor,  and  taken  by  tbe  French^  and 
ki  the  9^oiith  of  Atiguft^  captain  John  Aldred,  in  the  Rochef* 
ter ;  captain  Humphrey  Pudner^  intheSeverne;  and  captain 
Ge(M*ge  Purvis,  ia  the  Portland,  vifited  all  the  French  harbours 
on  the  north  fide  of  Newfoundland,  and  in  a  manner  totally 
^eftn^edtkem^  Of  aM  thefe  tranf^rdions,  bovev^r,  the  ac- 
cvat^  £ither  Daniel  fays  not  one  word  ;  and,  indeed,  ?s  to  the 
latter  part  of  this  relation  Mr.  ^urchet  is  filent  alfo,  (hough  ic 
was  certainly  of  very  great  coniiequeisce  to  the  trade  and  intere^ 

•f  Great  Brijtaio  K 

We 


rotihd  the- fort,  t6  be  hcuceforwtrd  called  Annapolh  Royal;  Mi'd  the  iw- 
^•Mtant^  within  the  M4  three  miles  to  hsve  the  benefit  of  that  artide*.  M^hlcl^ 
ferlbfif,  «itk  and  fbmale,  coit>preheiided  in  the  fa  id  article^  accoi'ding  to  a  lid  of 
their  pa-Tief  giyeo  io  to  the  geaeral  by  Mr.  AUen,  amount  to  (gut  hundred 
and  eighty-one  ptrfont, 

>  The  complete  hrftory  of  Sur'^pe,   for  the  year  i7<o,  p.  f99.     Annals  •! 
Hit  rH^tt  of  ^iMefi  Anne,  vol.  is.  p.  414* 

k  An  account  of  the  eaecixion  done  by  this  fqmdron. 


Harbours  namei* 

^rcnch  (bipa  naoiea. 

Men. 

Guns. 

Tons. 

-La  C'lnchei 

it*  ComteiTe  d*£v«reBX« 

?f 

itf 

'  a  DO  tak«n^ 

Ditto, 

La  'Couronne, 

70 

14 

a  00,  burnt. 

CarooaCy 

La^Mivfua  do  Bay, 

so 

28 

400  taken. 

Ditto, 

Le  Compte  de  Bonrcpos, 

IXO 

»J 

400  bnrnry 

Ditto, 

L'Aigle  Noire, 

70 

i» 

aoo  taliea; 

•  Petit  Klaitre, 

Francois  Maire, 

80 

18 

x^  di(to. 

Great  Sc.  Jnlian, 

Fran9'>is  de  ta  Faix^ 

IXO 

30 

400  ditto« 

Utile  St.  Julian, 

Sc.  Piene, 

90 

%o 

190  efcapcd* 

Ditto, 

IV 

sa 

— -  ditto. 

Al 
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We  are  now  to  return  home,  in  order  to  take  notice  of  what 
happened  faere,  relating  to  the  affairs  of  the  navy  i  and  j$ 
thefe  are  commonly  influenced  by  a  total  diange  in  the  mini- 
ftry,  it  may  not  be  ami&  to  obferve,  thatj  in  the  begtnntag  of 
the  month  of  Auguft,   the  earl  of  Godolphin  liras  removed 
from  being  lord  faigh«treafm'ery  and  that  high  office  was  pot 
mto  commiflion  K    This  great  change  was  (Quickly  followed  by 
others  of  the  fame  nature  ^  for,  about  fix  weeks  after^  £d« 
ward  earl  of  Orford  having  refigned  his  place  of  iirft  iord- 
commiQioner  of  the  admiralty,  the  queen  appointed  Sir  John 
Leake,   Sir  George  Byn^,    George  Doddington,   Efq;   Paul 
Metbuen,  Efqj  and  John  Aifli^ie,  Efq;  lords*commiffioneri 
for  executing  the  office  of  lord  higb-admiral  of  Great  Britain. 
But  this  commiffion  did  not  continue  long  in  this  fittiatioD,  fyc 
in  the  month  of  December,  Sir  James  Wifhart,  and  Geofgc 
Clarke,  Efq;  were  appointed  lords^commiflioners  of  the  admi- 
ralty, in  the  room  of  George  Doddington,  and  Paul  Methocn^ 
Efqrs  «. 

The  new  parliament  met  on  the  25th  of  November,  aiid,  on 
the  27th',  the  commons  chofe  William  Bromley,  EJq;  of  Wof- 
cefterfliire,  for  their  fpeaker.  The  queen,  in  her  fpeech  from 
the  throne,  recommended  the  carrying  on  the  war  in  very  pa- 
thetic terms,  and  the  commons,  in  their  address,  proipified  her 
majefly  to  take  proper  care  of  it.  Accordingly,  on  the  5tb  of 
December,  they  voted  40,000  men  for  the  fea  icrvice,  £or  the 
year  1711,  and  1 20,000 1.  for  the  ordinary  of  tbc  naxyi  on 
the  loth  of  February  they  voted,  that  the  fum  of  5,130,539!. 
5  s.  6  d.  be  granted  for  payment  of  the  debts  df  the  navy^ 
and  for  fervices  perform,pd  by  them  on  account  of  land  forces 
to  Michaelmas  1710,  exclufive  of  the  regifier*o£ce  j  and^  oil 


All  the  fifti,  oi!,  Oag«,  vans,  ho*tt,  fdixng-fukU,  &h.  of  the  tho^e-men* 
tioDcd  ilitps  fell  into  our  hands,  and  were  «irher  cakeii  or  dcOroyed  hy  os. 
And  the  two  thipa  which  efctped,  Uit  crtn  chei^  anchoh  aod  cablet*  Und  ibme 
of  their  fail*  behind. 

I  Bnrnct'*  htftory  of  his  own  timei,  tvl.  ii.  p.  si%,  Oldmixon's  hiHorr  of 
the  Sruart«,  vol.  ii.  p.  4^16.  ConduA  of  Sarah,  duchcfs  dowagei-  of  Marl^ 
rough,  p.  a6o.  "»   Buri)ec*s  hiOory  of  his  own  cimei,   voL  u. 

P*  S53-  '^^c  complete  hiflcry  of  Europe,  for  1710,  p.  570.  M crrure faia«i- 
Hijoe  ct  politique,  tome  xilx.'  p.  444.     Boycr'^  life  of  (jmtR  Anne,  p.  #S9U 

the 
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At  7/bA  of  the  faid  month,,  thejr  reiblved  that  163,303.]; 
1 1  a.  4d»  be  gnMed  for  the  ufe  of  fach  propHetorft,  or  inh^i- 
iMCaAttf  only,  of  Nevxe  and « St.  Chriftopher'a,  whd  were  fufleT' 
^r»  by  the  French  mvafion,  and  who  hare  {ettled,  or  (hall  re- 
fettle  their  plantations  in  the  faid  iflands''*  I  d6  not  well 
knowj  whether  I  ought  to  add,  as  an  inftance  of  the  care  of 
^ftrltamen^  in  refped  to  tor  commerce,  that  this  jeir  an  aft 
Vas  pafTed  fbr  incorporating  a  company  to  carry  db  a  trade  to 
the  Sotith«6eas  ».  While  thefc  regulations  were  malcrng  bjr  ihd 
legiflatttre,  her  majefty  took  care  to  provide  for  adlion  ;  and  iii 
€on(eq«en€e  thereof,  appointed  Sir  John  Leake^  rear-admiral 
of  Great  Britain,  to  be  admiral  and  commander  in  chief  of  he^ 
fleet,  in  the  room  of  Matthew  Aylmer,  Efq;  at  the  fame  time 
fbe  appoitned  Sir  Thomas  Hardy  rear-admiral  of  the  blue ;  and 
feme  time  after  Sir  George  Byng  was  made  admiral  of  the 
Dvhite.  Thefe  neceflary  circumftances  premifed,  we  may  now 
(iroeeed  to  the  naval  operatiotil  of  the  tiesit  year  ^. 

The  grand  fleets  tinder  the  command  of  Siir  John  Leakey  had 
very  little  tb  do;  It  was  intended'  for  the  defence  of  our  coaA* 
ted  for  keeping  the  enemy  in  awe,  whidk  was  very  eflfeAotlly 
jperfofmed ;  for  the  French  king^  from  the  man^  misfortunes 
he  had  met  with,  was  titterly  incapable  of  equipping  any  capi-i* 
tal  fhips;  and  theref<>re,  contenting  himfetf  with  feiidtng  bdf, 
as  he  had  done  for  fome  years  psIfV^  fmall  Iqtiadrohs  to  annoy 
our  thtde,  he  feehied  no  Ibnger  to  loo^  on  France  as  a  tnari- 
time  power  ^.  &tr  Thomas  Hardy^  rear-admiral  of  the  blue^ 
^as  lent  with  a  ftrbng  A}"^^^'^^^  confifting  of  four  fourth  rates^ 
two  fifths,  and  two  filths,  to  blotk  up  the  port  6f  Diinkirk;. 
On  the  a  I  ft  of  May  he  arrived  before  that  port.  Into  which  be 
fbrted  two  privateers  of  twenty  guns  each,  and  a  dogger  which 
tarried  eight ;  and  this,  ndtWitbftanding  the  enemy^s  fire  from 
the  platform  at  the  pien-head;  "While  he  Wa3  in  this  fituation^ 
be  difcovered  in  the  bafon  four  fixty-gun  (hips,  aUd  two  fmal* 

b  Bproct*!  bidurv  of  hit  ova  tinti,  tnl.  ii.  p.  517,  ftf).  Boytt'ff  Kfe  ^t 
queen  Aane,  p.  480,  49 1.    Chtndler*^  debttes,  VoL  iv.  p.  i94,  jp^. 

o  Bq^nec'i  iiiftory  of  bi»  <»»»  ci/ne;,  vol.  )i^  p.  57}.  Oldmi&po'l  biiWr  of 
ihc  Stuarts,  voi.  ii.  p.  459.     London  Gazette,  No.  jStfo.  P  Tht 

complete  hiftory  of  Europe,  for  1711,  p.  79.  Annals  of  ^veeo  Ani)r«  yol.  U* 
p.  tih  ^  Burchti**  oaVal  hiriotx,  p.  jt9» 

Vol.  IIL  K  k  I«r 
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Ibr  vefTeb,  all  unrigged^  and  had  certain  informatidD  jof  arfinaff 
iquadron  that  was  fitting  tbene  for  the  fea ;.  afttf  wfakh  he 
cruized  as  carefully  as-  he  could^  as  well*  for  that^  as  far  tht 
convoy  from  Bretagne  ^  but  bothy  nocwithfiaading.all  has  vigir 
lance^efca^ped  him. 

On  the  a7th  of  June,,  an  Engliih^  man  of  war^  catted  tht 
Advice,*  com  mandsd  by  Kenneth,  lord  Dufiua,  was  attacked  ia 
Tarmooth  roads,,  by  feveral  French  priv^iteerg^  His  lordihip 
engaged  them  with  great  bravery,,  and  did:  not  give  up  his  (hi(s 
which  was  a*  fourth  rate  of  forty*(i]a  guns,  till  all  his-fiuls  were 
torn  to  pieces,,  not  a«  braco  or*  bowling  left,,  the  fliTOods  cot 
away,  two-third»  of  his  men  killed  and  wounded,,  and  his  lord* 
ftip  had  five  balls  hi  his  body^  The  eight  privsteen  that  took 
him,  brought  the  ihip  with  great  triumph  mco  Danksrk,  where 
€hey  moft  inhumanly  ftripped  both  officers  and  psiw^e  men  of 
aheir  wearing  apparel,,  and,  but  for  the  kindneis  of  the  tnbafaii^ 
i^nts,  had  left  them  ia  a  manner  naked.  Such  was  the  bnital 
behaviour  of  tbde  barbapous  phiaderers,  and  to  fiich-we  muft 
jicmain  expoied,.if  that  infamous  neft«of  grates,,  deftrojcd  for 
the  common  iafet;  of  mankind,,  fiull  ever,  thiaough  the  weakr 
atfs  of  our  oouncilSt  be  fettled  or  fbitified  again* 

On  the  8th  of  Augoit,.  Sir  Thomas  Hardy  being  in  Yar> 
mouth  roads^witb  his  fi]tiadro»,  received  orders  to  proceed  as 
far  northwards  as  the  i^nds  of  Orkney,  in  oidsp  to  iecoie  tBe 
Kuflfia  trade,,  and  to  iendibme  (hips  that  were  with  bina.  «>  the 
Downs;  tha admiralty  having  received  ceitain  intcBtgence,  that 
M.  dc  Saus,  a  French  officer,  bad  adually  got  to  iea  from  Duo- 
kirk,  with  four  large  fliips,  vks*  one  of  fifty  guns,  one  of  twemy- 
ejgh^  one  of  twenty- (ix,  and  one  of  twenty-feur:*  in  pmfii- 
aocc  of  thefe  orders,,  Sir  Thomas  faw  the  Ruffia  fleet,  which 
Was  remarkably  rich  that  year,  as  far  as  Shetland ;  and  then 
fending  tbem  forward-  with  »  proper  convoy,,  he  retained  tethe 
t)owns,  whore  he  received  ordcFs  to*  proceed  weft^ward,  is 
4)ueil  of  M*  du  Catfe.  ^hile  our  fhips  were  thus  employed,  a 
misfortune  befel  its  upon  oor  own  coail;.  for  M.  de  Saus,  with 

f  Colomna  roftrara,  p.  190.  The  complete  hiftory  of  Europe,  for  the  year 
1^7 1  r.  Bat  the  UeU  rehtcd  m  tht  tcxc  arc  lakeo  ohfcfly  fron  the  Loodoih  6*> 
*lie,.N^.  4S7U 

a* 


Vfs  pmateefStiidl  in  wkb.mr  Viq;i0iiK£€et»  which -tOAfiftcd  oil 
twcnty-tvo  fail,  two  of  which  wor€  iprccd  aihun^  four  dcaped^ 
ftiid  all  the  reft ' were  tak^nV  ■     %       -, 

Aaf  foon  as  the  jiews'Of  tbi%  >wa8  camtd^ilO'BHgh^id*  orders 
were  feat  tO(  purfue  thef  Knfch  Iquadrop,  and  .^o  ,yrevent»  if 
po(EbIe,  their  gettutg  back  lo;  Dunkirk^  b^t  uhe  fieur  Sauf 
found  means  torfid  himfelf  o£  tbefc  .attendalDte^  though  th^ 
were  once  wtthio  fight  of  bim,  and  carn^4  fi%  of  bis.  prizes 
into  jDuoki^  leaving  ^tfacrel);  ^at  JBolqgne,  ^lai^,  and  other 
ports  on  the  ceaft^  Our  crulzers  and  privateers  repaired,  ii^ 
ibme  dagre<9  this  misfortone,  fyj  (he  d^redations  thej  commit- 
led  on  ihe  coafts'of  JFranoe^-irom  wheoce-thcy  hrought  a  great 
aumherof.  fi^all  prizes^  which,  if  they  .did  not  turn  much  tp 
AU9  benefit  w«r^  however^  a^greatjprgudice  to  J*raaec>  Gncf 
moft  of  them  were  iaden  with  com^  and,  other  jproviflons,  of 
which  ^at  ^dlac  juo£lurc  the  ipcqple  were ,  in  great  jaee^  3ut  i^ 
is  now  time  to  return  to  the  proceedings  of  our  fquadrons  in 
the  Mediterranean,  where,  as  we  have  before  (hewn.  Sir  John 
Jennings Hs^mmanded  Jn  .chi(3,  Hatth  a  .numerous  .fleets  of  whoij; 
deCgns  w^  ihaU*no^^]Cpci^,pAi^icidasl74  as  they  ^6i<e:the  laft 
-that  were  fouoed  during  <tki6'  vmr  in  thafi:  fan^m 

The  affairs  of  king-Chaides  had  buffered  <fo  feverely  4fnce  the 

'battle  lofi  at  VQla  Viciora,,th^  even  4iis  %dl  £uends  almoft  de-^ 

ipaired^f>ratrievi^g  them,    it  waSt  iiawever«  Tetohf*i(l  to  (end 

*thitber  a  lairge  naval  -force^  to  affift  in  whatever  meafores  might 

^  thought  praper,  either  for  Teftoring  ttis  ifaope^  or  providio j( 

ior  the-fafe^^^his  pei^foh.    The  duk<;  of  jVrg^le  commanded 

>ihe  i^laih  trecip%  with  iciscumiUncQS  aqualiy  ^honourable  to 

'himfeH^  and  Aemeful  totthofe ^fao^fefiered^o  maay  ^ve  meA 

to  fait  under  fudi  heavy  ihitfortunes.   The  armjr  vat  but  thin^ 

aod  weU  it  might  be  fo,  iince  ;gen6ral  iSta<)bqpe  'had  been  be- 

fegedy  and  taken,  with  eight  battalions,  and -as  many  fqu4- 

<lron8,   a   few  .flsontba   before,    in  the  miferable  hamlet  of 

Brihuega*    But  this  was  ncit  Hh  the  rejgia>ents,  thio  as  they 

were,  were^Ub  ragged  .and  ilarving,  having  no  sxvB&it  hut;  what 

his  grace  prooived  for  .thcm»  who  fooo  •bsot^ght  <shings  into  bet- 


4  Biirchet*s  naval  hifl.  b.  v.  chap.  34.    AnnaU  of  queen  Anoe,  vol.  a. 
^  Jdticber,  Joamal  hiftori^ne  de  Lonis  XIV.  p.  »7^. 
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ier  dn!er>  fhni  kini>^  lit^rtrnf  amdiKr  food  difetpKoi.    id 

pnly  t  brave  man  and  an  a£iive  ofiker^  fi6t  twrdy  «  grm  get 
Aera),  or  tn  iUc^'flHt^fhitln)  bat  %  fmn6  to  ftfaaiuMt^  «*da 
!ov^  ^f  Ids  c<Miiltrf .  He  led  tht  hMgrf^  be  elodiad  tiie  la* 
htdi  he  Ab{)ped  derertkm  ;  not  hy  ftn^fitlta,  Iwi  bf  ennvfaidiif 
Ih  ToldiMi  that  iht^ cetild^  be  iifed  no  ivberc^Co  wetti  iarfb« 
ihiidh  riiBt  wh^n  &{r  John  Jennings  arrtved  at  BarccbMUi  iriA 
bis  fleet,  in  the  ktter  end  of  March^  he  found  tUiige  0A  tbt 
ttteiitKttg  hand  «.  ' 

After  perfbhsrfiig  ibme  feir  AtceAry  'fertlees^  It  «M  tcfeb 
ired^  that  Ae  Hedt  fhotrtd  croixe  diP  Tonlon,  in  orda*  fa  tetcfa> 
4lept  the  Tuppliea  which  the  enemy  ^kpeAed  fh)fm  •  LamgoeHoc^ 
Itid  thdt  cof n-ileet  from  the  Leirant.  While  htf  «Hlii  in  diia 
^tibn,  be  received  orders  from  En^gland,  t6  Tctum-temedtate' 

hf  to^ihr  ^osft  <)f  Catstloflia;  that  «e  mi|bt  M  rdidy  fa  cptt; 
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u  Bt(bop  Buraet,.tDdeed«  hat  gWen  a  ip^ry  4tff«r«nt  ac90^n|  of  rfais  mattcK. 

f  '1^be  boAnefc  ot  Spain  had  hee»  fo  hiuch  prelled  from  the  tfironc,  and  lb 

'**  tntUlh  iriMltS  oii  ^fl  tblt  feition,  aAd  tbc  eomiaofis  !ia^  S^^  :^,$oo^6oei 

^<  forthiticrytce,.(ir4lf»^b*]nMkrilt  tli«t  had  ^i»  iratnol  W^Kf  |Hiauiiil 

^*  iDf  re^»}«i*f|||itcit.v(Uf<|(t^4.m4ttecl.woQtd  b«V4  Ut^^p^thott  in 

'*  another  inanncr  than  fo^nefly.     71\c  du^f  of  Argyle  wu  ient  to  oooaoiand 

v'^the  <^aecn*s  troops  tKcre,  and  he  Teemed  fpll'of  heat;  but  all  o&  hopes  filled. 

•^*  'thetAdkeof'VtMojalt't  ttmy  vat  4n  f>  ill  t  e^ndlMi^- 1|4(  if  amcahut 

*•  hit  iMni  iipfiartai.  to  punniftdiiilaifotf  grot  adiama^i^   Ic  4act  ooi  7« 

-**  «ip|seary  what  made  this  to  fail^  for  (ho  parfkment  has  not  yet  Ui^.  this  into 

"*'  examination.     It  is  certain,  the  duke  of  Argylc  did  noi^iing  j  iiehher  he  nor 

^'^  his  tfbopf  were  once  Aamed  during  the'  whole  campaign.    Be  wiW  tfver  tcry 

^  iiearyeoinplklQi^l  Ail-Hie  %«i  liot  Hpp^ne^  hf  the  Aflki^^f  ll«  laMclHieit 

««•  that  hip  cKpcOMt  6»ti  whm  f«>«n4  tfaci«  «m  for  that.  4^  mt$  ju  i^fliear^ 

<«  for,  thoQgh  h%  9ftfiKvf»fdf  caine  o?cr,  he  was  very  fikn^  «nd  feenac^  io  a 

1«  good  ifinderftanaing  p/hh  |he  minifters.*'     The  ^aO  words  of'  this  amazing 

piece  of  hiffofy  rufb^ieniiy  etpbSn  it.     The  dukft  6(  Ar'^yk  rgi^d  iAhr'rhIt 

imniftrf ,  wkb  triidnft*  Hie^^me  cMfl  ihft  a|^e^    Me  dMA^MoM  «£  ilMr«Mia- 

.  lion  in  ivhich  he  fo^ind  the  iroopti  whif^  was.o.wiifg  to  d^e  «v«rke  •f  (oastt  ^^ 

.  inftruments,  of  the  old  Q)iiuftryi  and  he  made  do  coniplaintf  agai^ft  the  new, 

becanfe  be  was  fenfible  they  Aipph'cd  him  as  well  as  they  were  able :   hot  Be 

difTered  ftoM  rbeih  afterwards,   whetk    he  faw  juft  cBtt^'M-  It:   and  hideed, 

thfoogh  Ms  >44tole  Ufe,  be  wa»  parfkabrly  remarkable  fii>r  MM!»i  op  •  ^Mt^t 

fuitable  to  his  birth,  qoalitf,   and  that   moft  illuftriont  title,  by  which    the 

ireatefl  patriots  in  Scotland  had,  tbroogh  a  long  fcdcf  of  years,  been  diftia* 

g^ilhccL 


the  king  of  Spsun  to  Gdioa,  or  'wfafere  dfe.be  fhomUifdkc^f 
his  majefty,  by  the  death  of  his  brother,  the  emperor  lofepky 
bcM%  kMdy  become  Mt  heir  of  all  the  domititoiit  of  tbr^hotiie 
of  AttOritw  He  «fpft  likewife  dwdkd  to  jdTdni.aU  the  afiibmto 
poi&Ue  to  the  kia^dpad  of  Naplcsy  in  eafe  any  oomiiotiofi 
ifaoaM  happen  tiiete  at  thia  jao Ante  (  and  acct»rdtiig}y  he  a<M 
paired  to  Barcelooa,  to  cenfalt  his  diajefty  and  the  duke  of 
Atgyl^  9s  to  the  propereft  method-  df  executing  thefe  qrdecti 
htfdqg  4rft  detached  two  tten  of  war  of  the  third,,  odcnf  tbo 
fourths  and  one  of  the  fifth  rate^  to  cnnie  on  the  coaft  of  .Na« 
ylest  with  order9.toaffift,tbd  fob^diaof  the  faoufe  of  AUftria^ 
if  iityiatt«flEipta./9)ould  be.  oKide.  6k  rednoing  thfe  fandfilda  of 
OrbiteUoy  or  Fiombino '.r 

On  hia  arrival  ibere,  be  feood  tb^'kiag  not  at  all  inelmed  to 
qiB^  Catalonia,  till  hfii  tune  as  he  had  faulvice  of  bia  being.  tie6W 
ed  emperor,  in  >wbith.he  waa.pronnfed:.all  th^  lifliAanoc  .that 
could  be  :^or4ftd  hi^b  by  the  high  aUiest  and,  to -the  mhee 
Jiand,  be£tmnd  hiami^efty  equally  unwiUing  to  part  with  thia 
;Peer»  upon  which  svH  bia  bdpes  depelided.  Sir  John- Je^ioga 
contented  himfel^  therefore,  with  failiag  from  Barcelonai  on 
the  13th  of  July^  for«Poii  Mahon,- where  he  arrifed  on  the 
1 8th,  having  firft  of  all  promificd  the  king  ofSpain^  to  return 
as  loon  as  the  (hips  were  refitted,  and  be  had  taken  in  a  proper 
iupplf  of  provifiopas  vhich  began  ,10  gi^ow  very  fcaroe;  and  thia 
proroife  he  eita£Uy  performed  by  the  26th,  when  we  find  him 
>gain  in  the  road  of  Qarcelona,  with  one  fecond,  five  third, 
lind  one  fourth  rate,  .befides  fciyen  Dutch  incn  of  war>  ttn4^ 
.fhe  ccHnmand  of  vicfr^admiral  Peiterfon^  having  ten  othcrihips^ 
tnoA  ef  the  line,  akoad  on  neccflary  fervicCk  When  tbeib  had 
joined  him  he  took  the  king  of  Spain  on  board,  having  tb^n  a 
^et /of  twenty-four  (hips  of  war,  and  landed  bim  in  tei^  daya 
time  at  Genoa }  from  whence  the  admiral  failed  to  Leghorn, 
being  in  great  want  of  cables  and  other  ftore|i  in  order  to  pnv 
f  ure  fuch  as  the  place  would  afford  i  and  while  he  was  there, 

^  London  Gazette,  N^.  4841,  4^81.  *  Bnrchet'i  naval  hiftory, 

Sook  ▼.  chtp.  3tf.    Tl^  completo  biftory  of  £afOpf|  for  1711.    London  da- 
ictU,  N**.4S3^tf, 
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tm>  of  our  captains  brooght  in  two  rich  piws  firom  ibt  Jje^ 
vant^ 

Hit  escdlencjr eontiniied  iathat  port  to  the  ad  of  November, 
when  he  failed  for  Vado  BajR,  and  having  eaabarlicd  the  fcrces 
that  wtre  neadjr  to  proceed  for  Cataleoiat  he  feat  thetn  ondcr 
the  pnotedion  of  five  men  of  war  and  t#o  fire^fkipsy  to  Barce- 
lona, under  the  oomm»id  of  captain  Swanton,  with  wfaofe  fqna- 
droBy  and  throe  Dvtch  fiiipa  of  war,  the  adoyiral  failed  as  far 
^weftwaxd  aaxape  Rofes^  and  was  then  to  repair  to  Port  Mau 
hon,  where  <rapcain  Swanton  was  ordered  to  join  him,  as  fboa 
as  he  had  fccn  the  tranfports  in  CdSetf ,  that  the  admiral  might 
he  aUe  to  make  a  detachment  £k  ppoceCitng  the  coftfts  of  Por- 
tugal ;  as  alfo  ibme  (hips  to  cruize  in  the  Sirrights  tnowth,  far 
the  fecwrity  of  our  trade.  When  the  admiral  had  made  the  Mand 
of  Minorca,  the  windUew  exceiSveiy  hard  from  the  aorth- 
eaft,  wbfdi  ot>liged  bim  to  come  to  mi  anchor  on  the  north  fide 
of  the  idand,  where  moft  of  the  Ihips  faife  blew  away  £rom 
their  yards ;  hitt  he  got,  however,  the  next  day  into  Fort  Mahom 
On  his  arrival  he  was  informed,  by  the  cafptaitis  of  two  fliips 
lie  found  there,  that  they  had  beard  a  great  firing  of  guns  ail 
the  night  before  *,  open  wMch  he  fimt  the  Chatham  and  VTtn- 
chelfea,  the  next  md'ning,  to  fee  what  they  could  dUcover^ 
who  ibon  btought  an  aceoont)  that  the  Dutch  vice-admiral, 
^ith  bb  £|oadr0O9  was  m  she  offing,  together  widi  ib«ir  Drioik 
ihips"* 

'  Thcfe  Alps  of  ours  were'  the  Hamptoa*court,  commMidcd 
hy  capcain  MigheUs  i  the  Slerling-caftle,  the  Nottingham,  the 
Charles  galley,  and  the  Lynn,  which  came  from  the  conft  of 
Catalonia,  and  in  their  pafage  had  fiiUen*in  with  two  Fnench 
tnen  of  war,  the  Thouloufe,  and  the  Trident,  each  of  fifty 
gons,  and  four  hundred  men.  The  Hampton-court  came  up 
with  the  firft  of  them,  and  engaged  her  two  hours,  to  wbofe 
commander,  by  the  time  the  Sterling-caflk  was  within  muiket* 

7  Barchcc*s  lUYal  Mftorr,  wht  Jupra,  The  complete  biftory  of  Europe  fur 
■  Ti'«  P-  3^i«  Annils  of  ^oeea  Anne,  toL  x.  p.  76.  l*ondoo  Gjzcuc, 
N*>.  4908,  4914*  4ffi5f  49«ft,  4P»T»  ■  Burcbet'i  naval  hiftorjr,  p.  79;. 

'Lcdiard'i  naval  hiftory,  to!,  ii.    Antials  of  queen  Anne.    Mcrcore  bitlonqM 
tt  poliriqae,  torn.  )ii.  p.  ij^,    Ipoqdon  GKette,  H^n  ^Spx* 
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Act  (wUcli  was  about  tea  at  night)  (be  firock;  bat  by  the  ack 
vantage  of  little  winda^  the  Trident  got  away  with  her  oars* 
The  HamptoB-oourt's  mafls  being  much  wounded  in  the  fight^ 
they,  by  the  violence  oi  the  weather,  came  oejit  day  all  by  the 
board,  fe  that  (he  was  towed  into  port  by  the  Sterling-caftle. 
The  firft  captain  of  the  Thottkufe,  was  M*  Grand  Pre,  and  the 
fecottd  captain  one  Rigby,  an  Bngliftman,  who  had  formerly 
bore  comaiand  in  onr  fleet.  From  the  former  of  them  the  ad* 
sniral  accepted  his  parole  of  honour  for  fix  months ;  but  the  lac* 
ter  he  detained,  although  M.  Grand  Pre  aflTured  him  he  wis 
naturalized  in  France,  and  was  become  a  Roman  Catholic ;  buc 
fome  way  or  other  he  found  means  to  efeape,  and  it  was  heher* 
ed  he  got  4>n  board  a  (hip  bound  for  Genoa,  which  lay  in  the 
harbour  of  Mahbn*.  About  the  fame  time,  the  ReAoration,  a 
ihip  of  foventy  guns,  was  ]dA  oo  the  baek  fide  of  the  Mallons 
oiF  Leghorn,  but  all  her  officers  and  men  were  fiwed ;  nor  feH 
it  out  better  with  a  iettee>  that  had  on  board  to  the  value  oi 
fonrtfaoufiind  crowns,  which  (he  was  bringing  from  one  of  \hm 
ports  of  Corfica  *^ 

The  French  having  at  prefent  no  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean^ 
the  admiral  was  at  liberty  to  employ  his  (hips  in  fuch  a  manner^ 
.as  might  beft  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  prote^ing  Catalonia,  and 
Incommoding  the  enemy;  which  he  accordingly  did,  till  towards 
the  «nd  of  the  year  he  received  advice,  that  the  FrexiAch  were 
bttfy  at  Toulon^  in  fitting  out  a  confiderable  force^  which  was 
to  put  to  fea  in  the  fpring,  of  which  the  admiral  took  all  tlve 
care  he  could  to  be  particularly  informed,  and  at  laft  received 
a  certain  account,  chat  this  fquadron  was  to  confift  of  eleven  or 
twelve  fliips^  of  which  eight  were  of  the  line,  and  three  or  four 

*  r  hmrt  not  been  able  to  tecover  inf  forthcr  pertkvhrs  at  to  tbefe  captntvt^ 
thoofh  I  beve-takca  «U  tbe  painf  I  cooU  to  tnqatre  after  them.  This  Rigbf 
hdd  made  fainfclf  Tcry  iofamout  before  he  Uft  FjtglanJ,  hiving  be^n  l^ng  in 
Newgsite,  and  having  received  fentence  for  a  vno(\  {carninhtas  crime  at  the  Old 
'  Bailey.  Yrt  be  was  preferred  In  France  for  bis  (kill  in  the  marliie,  and  mij^hr, 
nfter  tbk  rnkforlune^  have  pafied  his  time  with  eafe  tt  Irafl,  if  not  rw*potatiui> ; 
bat  bis  expenses  wereib  large,  chat,  as  I  have  been  informed,  he  broiighc  upon 
himiclf  the  ju(l  reMrard  of  a  life  (o  wickedly  ipcnt ;  and  is  therefore  a  fit  warn* 
ing  to  all  foch  rcne<;adoes  as  prefer  the  increafe  of  their  private  foituoe,  tQ 
the  hoooor  or  welfare  of  their  coootry. 

^  Snrthci'i  naval  hlllory,  ;».  :p5.    London  Gazette,  K^.  4954.  * 
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«cre  frifaitct;  that  tbcf  verc  to  proceed  firft  to  Cacfif 9  tmi, 
from  thence  to  the  Weft  Indies^*  Upon  thk,  the  admiral^  oa 
^  axft  of  Febmsny,  keU  a  council  of  war^  io  which,  i^xm  a 
fyiSt  ezaminatLon»  it  was  fottiidy  that  the  fliips  lioder  his  cosi* 
maady  cooid  not  put  to  fea  till  fupplied  with  pronfiona  from 
itfdy;  apd  therefore  a  frigate  was  difpatched  to  viccf>adminl 
Bakeft  thm  at  Ii(b.on,  with  tbif  iqteUigence,  that  he  aaight 
ibreogthen  the  eonvojr  of  the  Aorc-(bips  and  Ti£luaUcra  feat 
fjrom  thencci  and  at  the  fame  time  it  was  refolved*  that  as  fooa 
ta  the  EngUfli  and  T^teh  (hips  arrived  from  Italy,  the  admiral 
ihould  cruize  between  Port  Mabon  and  Cape  de  Gatt,  not  oolj 
for  the  protection  of  the  con?oy>  but  in  order  to  iDtcrccpe  the 
anemy* 

<    This  neccflary  fupply  of  provifions,  and  naval  ftores,  arriving 
&fe  at  Port  Mabon,  and  the  admiral  having  intelligence  from 
all  fidesy  of  the  great  naval  preparations  of  the  enemy,  it  was 
determined  in  a  council  of  war,  held  on  the  i  ith  of  March,  to 
put  to  (ea  with  one  fecond,  throe  third,  two  fifth  rate,  and 
two  fire-fhips  of  ours,  and  nine  (hips  of  the  States-Gcnenip  tad 
jto  cruize  ten  or  twelve  leagues  from  Cape  Toulon,  uadl  more 
certain  advice  of  the  enemy  could  be  had«    Captain  Wa^>0fey 
in  the  Lion,  joining  the  fleet  from  Genoa,  and  informing  them, 
.dbat  be  bad  feen  in  his  paiTage  nine  t4ll  (hips  to  the  N.  W.  of 
the  ifland  of  Minorca ;  it  was  refoivcd  in  a  council  of  war^hdd 
on  the  23d  of  March,  to  proceed  to  the  ibuthward  of  Majorca 
and  Ivica,  in  order  to  intercept  the  enemy,  if  it  was  pofliblei 
between  that  and  Cape  St.  Martin,  in  their  pafiage  doam  the 
Streights.     Obtaining,  however,  no  further  inteliigeDce,  he 
came  to  an  anchor  on  the  firft  of  April  off  the  iflapdof  For- 
mentara,  from  whence  he  fent  two  clean  (hips  to  look  into  the 
bays  of  Denea,  Xabea,  and  Altea,  as  alfo  into  Alicant  road; 
and,  in  cafe  they  brought  him  no  advice,  it  was  determined  to 
fail  immediately  to  Barcelona*   This  was  accordingly  done,  and 
on  his  arrival  there,  and  hearing  nothing  of  the  French,  hefcnt 
a  clean  frigate  to  look  into  the  harbour  of  Toulon,  in  order  to 
difcover  what  they  were  doing  there,  with  a  fefolation,  upon 

c  Burchct*s  naral  hiflory,  p,  tp(.    LcduM^  voL  iL    MenmH  biOoriquefC 

politique,  torn*  liii*  p.  4io<  -  « 
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the-feturo  of  t^t  fh\p,  to  proceed  to  Port  Mahon,  there  to  re* 
vid^ual,  and  then  to  (land  over  to  the  Italian  coafij  in  6rder  to 
, faring  from  thence  a  new  fupply  oif  troops  to  Catalonia  <'• 

We  are  ppw  to  proceed  to  an  account  of  Vrhat  was  done  thid 
year  in  the  Weft  Indies*  wherci  when  we  fpoke  laft  of  affairs 
in  thofe  parts,  w?  Uk  commodore  Littleton  with  a  ftrong  fqua- 
dron  under  bis  command.  This  gentleman  Was  extremely  well 
.qualified  for  this  ftacion :  he  had  all  the  abilities  and  experience 
that  could  be  wished  for  in  a  fea-officer^  and  yet  was  as  ready 
to  aflc.  and  receive  advice*  as  if  he  had  neither.  On  his  firft 
arrival  in  thofe  parts,  which  wa$  in  the  month  of  November, 
1710^  he  took  all  the  care  that  was  poQible  to  obtain  proper  in- 
telligence t>f  the  motions  of  the  galleons^  which  were  ftill  at 
.Carthagena;  and  at  the  fame  time  he  negle£led  nothing  that 
.the  merchants  thought  requifitcj  either  for  the  fecurity  of  their 
.^rade  in  thofe  parts,  or  for  the  fafe  convoy  of  fuch  (hips  as  fro^i 
Xitac  to  time  were  fent  home  ;  fo  that,  during  his  fts^y  at  Jamai* 
^Jea,  there  were  few  or  no  complaints,  but  every  body  ftudied  t0 
inind  his  own  bufinefs,  and  to  difcbarge^  when  called  upon,  his 
duty  iii  the  public  fervice. 

The  defirc  of  taking  the  galleohs,  was  what  principally  occu- 
jpied  the  thoughts  of  the  commodore,  and  as  he  wa^  frequently 
Jperpleied  with  falfe  intelligence,  he  ftationed  the  Nopfuch  and 
the  Roebuck^  oti  the  SpanlHi  coaft,  giving  orders  to  captain 
Hardy,  who  Commanded  the  former,  to  difpatch  the  Roebuck 
to  Jamaica)  with  any  certain  intelligence  he  could  obtain^  either 
as  to  th^  time  when  it  v^as  propofed  the  galleons  fhould  fail^ 
or  the  ilfehgth  of  the  conVoy  that  was  to  accompany  them. 
.Thcfe  orders  Were  faithfully  executed,  though  very  little'  intel- 
ligence^.eaicept  that  the  galleons  bad  as  yet  no  convoy,  could^ 
for  many  months,  be  procured. 

In  May,  171 1,  the  commodore  received  an  account  from  the 
tnafters  of  fome  vefTcls  from  Madeira,  that  M.  du  Cnfle,  with 
9  fquadroh  under  his  command,  had  been  feen  from  that  ifland. 
Soon  after,  a  Spanilh  floop  was  taken,  in  which  was  a  letter 
from  the  governor  of  Carthagena^  ekpreiTmg  his  hopesj  that 

<11  Barchct.    Complete  h!f>6ry  of  Europe,  for  the  year  ijii^     Life  of  queen 
Anhe.    Memoirs  of  the  war  in  Spain,  &c. 
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M.  du  CalTe  would  (hortly  arrive  with  fevcn  fail  of  fhmt  (hips, 
}n  order  to  convoy  the  galleons.  Upon  this,  the  commodore 
immedlatdy  fent  an  advice-boat  to  recal  the  Nonfuch,  and,  iu 
the  mean  time,  began  to  prepare  for  an  expedition,  refblving 
not  to  Tofe  this  opportunity  of  attacking  the  French  iquadroa, 
and  having  a  chance  for  making  prize  of  (bme  of  the  galleons  ^ 

The  Jerfey,  coaunandeil  by  captain  Vernon,  was  tiien  cruiz- 
ing to  the  trindward  of  Jamaica,  and  having  taken  a  Frcncli 
fliip  belonging  to  the  port  of  Breft,  which  carried  thirty  guns, 
and  one  htmdred  and  twenty  menr>  be  carried  her  into  Jamaica^ 
6ti  the  23d  of  May.  The  captain  of  this  vefiel  informed  the 
commodore,  that  he  had  been  trading  on  the  coaft  of  Nev 
Spain,  from  whence,  proceeding  to  Port  Lewis,  in  Hifpanioli, 
where  he  put  on  (hore  the  money  he  had  taken,  he  was  failing 
from  thence  to  Petit  Guavas,  in  order  to  take  in  there  a  cargo 
for  France,  when  he  fell  into  the  hands  of  captain  Vernon.  He 
added,  that  he  failed  from  Port  Lewis  on  the  2oth,  in  company 
with  M.  du  Cafle,  who  was  gone  for  Carthagena^  and  that  his 
fquadron  conCfted  of  one  (hip  of  feventy.four  guns,  another  of 
fixty,  one  of  fifty,  one  of  twenty-four,  and  one  of  twenty ;  but 
captain  Hardy  arriving  on  the  27th,  aflured  Mr.  Littleton,  that 
two  fliips  of  the  French  fijuadron,  one  of  which  was  the  Glou- 
cefter,  of  fifty  gtms,  formerly  taken  from  us,  and  another  of 
forty-four,  arrived  at  Carthagena^  ten  days  before,  and  waited 
for  M.  du  Cafle,  who  defigned,  as  foon  as  the  gaffeons  could 
be  ready,  to  £iit  with  th^m  for  the  Havannah,  and  firom  thence 
t6  Cadi:^. 

Upon  thisj  captain  Vernon  was  fent  ovei*  to  the  coaft  of  Nciv 
Spain ;  and  returning  on  the  4th  of  July,  reported,  that  on  the 
28th  of  June,  he  had  looked  into  the  port  of  Carthagena, 
where  he  faw  twelve  fliips,  fix  rigged,  and  fix  unrigged,  and 
five  floops  ;  the  fix  fliips  that  were  rigged,  he  informed  the  com- 
modore, where  the  St,  Mrchael,  of  feventy-four  guns;  the  Her- 
cules, of  fixty ;  the  Griffin,  of  fifty  •,  two  fmall  frigates,  and 
the  vice-admiral  of  the  galleons,  which  carried  fixty  guns :  and 
that,  of  the  (hips  that  were  Unrigged,  there  were  two  at  the  up- 
per end  of  the  harbour,  preparing  for  fea,  one  of  which  he  bc- 

*  Borcbet't  aaval  hlftory,  p.  1 1 1 ,  7  x  ak 
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llcved  to  be  the  Mmion,  of  fifty  guns,  and  another  of  forty^  the 
red  he  took  to  be  trading  veflels  f . 

UjK>n  the  i;th  of  July^  the  comox>dore  failed  with  one  third 

rate,  four  fourth  rates«  and  a  floppy  for  Carthagena ;  and  ar« 

riving  on  the  coaft  of  New  Spain  on  the  26th^  be  difcovered 

£ve  ihips  to  the  leeward,  which  he  chaced  into  Boca  Chica,  at 

the  entrance  of  Carthagena  harbour.     Upon  this,  he  ftood  off 

to  fea  the  greateft  part  of  the  night  j  but  iiretching  in  to  the  (bore 

next  morning)  chaced  four  (bips^  and  about  fix  came  up  with 

the  yice*admiral  of  the  galleonsi  and  a  Spanifh  merchant  (hip« 

and  as  M*  du  Calle  had  taken  moft  of  the  money  ^ut  of  the  gal«* 

leon,  haying  fbme  fiifpicion  of  the  commanding  ofEcer  on  board 

luer;   fx>   was  this  very  carrack  the  fame  wiiich  had  efcaped 

from  Mr.  Wager^  as  hath  been  before  related ;  and  coming 

from  Carthagena,  in  company  with  fome  French  ihips  of  wari 

it  happened  (he  was  feparated  from  ^hemy  and  believing  our 

fhips  to  be  thoie  with  M.-du  Caire,.(as  her  cammatider  (aid),  lay 

by  the  greateft  part  of  the  day,  and  when  Mr,  Littleton  came 

near,  hoifted  Spani(h  colours,  and  a  flag  at  the  fore-top-maft- 

head,  fo  that  between  five  and  fix  at  night,  the  Salifbury's 

prize,  commanded  by  captain  Robert  Harland,  engaged  her  » 

ibon  after  which«  the  SaliJEbury,  commanded  by  captain  Francis 

Hofier,  did  the  fame^* 

The  commodore  belag  within  piftol  ihot,  was  juft  going  tot 
fire  into  her  when  they  ftruck  their  colours  j  and  the  J^rfey, 
going  after  one  of  the  merchant  fhips,  took  hrr ;  the  Nonfuch 
chacing  the  oiher^  ihe  efcaped  in  she  xdg^hu    The  vice-admiral 


f  'Borchet's  naval  lifnory,  hpofc  v.  chtp.  sz.  'Colnmnt  rc^rifa,  p.  %p^ 
Mereore  hiftoriqoe^t  puHriqne,  >tom.  H.  p.  433. 

S  The  cMiinodofe  hniftod  .bis  broad  pennant  la  tkfi  Defiance:;  and  the  ihip« 
that  Tailed  with  him,  were  the  Salisbury,  Salisbury 'a  prize,  JerCty,  Nonfuch,  and 
Jamaica  floop.  In  their  paflige,  the  Siilithnry^s  prize  fprong  "her  nain-maft, 
which  occafioncd  fome  delay,  till  it  could  be  fecnred,  and  then  they  proceeded  ; 
captain  Ver-Jion,  in  the  Jeifey,  having  been  fent,  while  tiie  ttH  of  the  fquadron 
lay  by,  tolook  into  "Carthagena. 

b  It  is  of  confequcnce  where  we  can  come  at  fuch  diftin^  relitions  ai  this  if, 
for  the  nfe  of  young  officers,  to  whom  they  are  acceptable.  It  wonid  be  of  fer* 
vice,  and  indeed  of  great  fervice,  if  a  diftinA  and  dear  narrative  of  every  expedi- 
tion, drawn,  or  at  lead  Hgned  by  the  commanding  ofHcer,  was  dq>ofited  ia  tht 
ad^airalry,  as  well  as  a  fea  journal. 

Ll  2  «f 
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of  the  ^Ileotis^  being  woonded  by  a  fmafl  fliot»  died  ibon  tfter« 
M.  du  Cafle  had  taken  moft  of  the  xtioncy  oiit  of  the  gMcoo^ 
mc^t  ivhat  Was  fonnd  in  fotnt  boxes  wfaieb  belonged  to  private 
firMit.  She  had  fixtf  brafi  guns  m'oontecf,  and  three  hun* 
dred  and  twenty-five  men ;  and  the  fliip  which  the  ycrlfey  took, 
t^a^  a  Vefl^l  belt)nging  td  the  n^erchahttf,  of  about  fotff  hundred 
t6ns,  ilnd  t^cnty-fii  guns,  hden  for  the  moft  part  ^ith  cocoa 
^id  ^ool.  Th*  prifonersj  by  the  defcription  given  to  them  of 
the  ftiips  Which  were  feen  by  the  commodore,  the  day  he  came 
off  of  Carthagena,  afltircd  bitn,  they  were  thofc  with  M.  da 
Caflfe,  afnd  that  he  had  been  out  of  Carthagcna  but  two  days, 
being  ftparatcd  from  the  Spanifh  vice-admiral,  and  nine  mcr- 
<!hant  Aij^y  the  day  after  he  came  oat;  sind  Cncci  Mr.  I^ittleton 
was  wen  afibred  that  he  intended  to  lonch  at  the  H^vannah,  it 
was  determined  to  crni^e  a  Uttle  to  the  ]eeward  of  Point  Pedro 
fhoals,  as  the  moft  proper  pistee  for  intercepting  them,  tmti! 
jfuch  tiote  aa  further  intelligence  could  be  gained  from  eaptainr 
lIooK,  of  the  Jamaipsl  floop,  whQ  ¥ras  ieht  over  to  t^c  coaft 
iVith  foitie  Spanifti  prifoncrs  *. 

About  this  time  the  Freneh. formed  i  very  memorable  defign 
^f  attacking  the  Leeward  lilands,  and  this,  with  fht  namral 
ftrcngth  of  their  own  colonics  %  for  which  piirpofe  fhey  aiflem- 
b1ed|  ill  die  month  of  May  and  June,  about  two  thocrfknd  meit 
hi  Marttnicp  5  tbefc  they  embarked  on  board  the  Ibflowing  vcC, 
fcls,  VIZ.  a  large  (hipj^  of  thirtyfix  gnns,  a  hag-boat  of  twenty- 
four  guns,  two  merchant  (hips,  and  nine  privateer  ibops.  They 
jmt  to  ftt  oh  the  loth  of  June,  with  an  intent  to  land  on  the 
iiiand  pf  'Antigaa  \  but  they  were  fcarce  clear  of  their  own 
ifland,  before  they  met  with  her  majcfty's  (hip  the  Ncwcaftic, 
commanded  by.^aptaln  Bourn,  who  attacked  them  fb  briikJy, 
that,  riot\*irhrtandlng  it  was  a  calm,  and  they  lay  in  fnch  a 
ninnneri  as  that  it  was  impoffible  for  hliu  to  bring  his  broadGde 


i  This  account  is  t^ken  from  the  <*(iinmo(l4)re*«  Icttcrt  dated  on  board  the  De* 
fiauce,  in  Port-Roytl  harbour,  AuguO  13,  171 1.  He  fsyi,  in  the  Tame  leiicr, 
that  be  had  but  ooc  man  kiiied,  and  fix  wounded  io  the  engagement ;  and  Uiongh 
iicuher  he*  nftr  anf  of  our  biflorians,  infifl  mueh  on  the  value  of  this  caplurr,  yc( 
»  Dutch  writer  informs  ur,  th^t  the  two  pr':^e»»  with  the  c0c£ls  on  hytvi,  thca» 
V'lfere  v^'crth  one  hundred  ihoufaud  pQUtid&i 

to 


OF    (^uEtH    A^HffBL  ^ 

t6  bear  ispoi^  theiM ;  jttf  dftei>  ah  if&ioii  •#  thrM  IwarS)  in 
'vrhich  tfce  Frcfiieh  loft  fixtf^&ur  ftietii  he  oUfgbd  them  to  re* 
ImquHh  tMeIr  enterpriate^  aftd  to  taltie  the  ^pporumity  of  tbefivft* 
littk  Breeze  that  fprung  np,  16  ftCttmimo  otte  of  the  potts-  at 
tkeri^ewii  H^kkdas 

tfnmSLlngi  hoy^etct,  alyfottttei^  to  abandon  tbeh*  dcfig^,  they 
rcfitfed  their  veflSrb,  and  beat  up  for  Tolunteert,  aody  ob  tk^Of 
i-6th,  landed  liesv  fifteen  hundred  men  on  the  iflaend  of  Mont<^ 
fe'nfat ;  they  debarteed  thcie  troops  about  twelve  at  night,  aad 
began  to  plunder  the  adjacent  coudtry  $  but  beifig*iftfevnied  that. 
captain  Bourn  failed  from  thence  that  very  day^  and  was  e3E» 
ptdttd  agaki  the  next|  tfeey  embarked  in  fuch  »  huiryr  that  tliey 
left  fifteen  or  twenty  of  their  mca  behind  theiliy  who  wert  niada 
jprifenera  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  ifland,  atkd  thtts  ended  thi# 
proje£k^  tlm>agh  the  couragle  and  conduft  of  this  worthy  goook 
siiander.  The  Frendiy  however,  did  not  efeape  totally  un* 
chaftiied  for  tbia  msfehief,  for  captaid  Lifie,  in  btp  majefty'a. 
fiiip  the  Diaiiiond,  having  notice  of  their  fitnationi  and  iufpefU 
iog  that  fome  of  their  tranfports  would  vefy  foo&  pot  to  feay  h« 
kept  cruizing,  together  with  the  Panther,  and  another  of  her 
najefty's  flitpa,  at  a  fmall  diAance  from  the  coaft,  and  in  9 
ihort  time  took  threo  of  theni,  befides  other  priz^  fo  that  th# 
enetsny  were  effeAnally  cured  of  their  inclinfttioot  w  make  de« 
icents  fot'  tbid  year  K 

To  retum  now  to  eoffidiMidore  Littleton,  who  hav^g  lent 
away  the  homeWard*hound  trade  m  the  month  of  A\^guft|  ui'm 
der  the  convoy  of  the  Nonfuch,  returned  again  to  his  cruizing 
Ration,  in  the  latter  end  pf  the  fame  month.  He  h:ld  not  been 
kng  at  fea,  before  the  captain  of  the  Medway's  pri^i  wbom^ 
he  had  lent  to  Blewfields^-bay  in  Jamaica,  brought  him  advice^ 
that  the  maAer  of  a  tfading  veflel  had  lately  made  oath  before 
k>rd  Archibald  Hamilton,  then  governoi  of  Jamaica,  that  eigh^ 
teen  French  men  of  war,  having  a.  large  number  of  tranfporta 
vv'ith  foldiers  under  their  convoy,  aitsved  lately  at  Mariinicoj 

k  See  captain  BourtCt  leeter,  dated  from  Carlifle-bty ,  in  Barbadoef,  Jaly 
ly,  i7ti,  and  ti»o  leitm  from  captaiii  Lifle»  the  6rft  dated  Jalf  »»«  and  tbf 
lecond  July  30,  171  > }  the  former  from  AuAgng^  and  the  laitor  from  St.  Glirl* 
ftofhcf'Sy  In  the  London  Qazecte^  k^  490$* 
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from  whetace,  it  was  believed,  thej  would  very  fpeedily  iail^  to 
make  an  attempt  upon  Jamaica.  This  intelligence  induced  the 
commodore  to  fail  inftandy  back  to  the  ifland,  where  the  go- 
vcrmr  aflured  himj  there  was  not  a  word  of  truth  in  the  ftory. 
This  accident,  however,  had  a  very  ill  effed,  (ince  at  that  very 
inftant  M.  du  Cafie,  with  his  fi|uadron,  got  fafe  into  the  Ha- 
vtannah,  which  he  could  not  poffibly  have  done,  if  the  €x>mmo* 
<lore  had  kept  his  ftation.  It  may  be  believed^  this  dilappoint- 
ment  gave  him  infinite  dtftorbance,  but  it  did  not^  however, 
hinder  his  cruiting  for  ibme  time  off  the  Havannah»  in  hopes  of 
repairing  this  difiifter  -,  in  wfaach  he  did  not  fucceed'* 

Upon  his  return  to  Jamaica,  he  found  the  Thetis,  a  French 
man  of  war,  lately  taken,  arrived  from  New  England  i  and 
ibon  after  captain  Leftock,  in  the  Weymouth,  from  the  fame 
place,  with  a  fmsU  privateer,  which  he  had  taken  on  the  coaft 
<jf  Porto  Rico,  in  his  pafiage.  There  were  at  this  time  many 
merchant  fhips  ready  to  fail  home,  with  whom  the  commodore 
ftnt  the  AngleTea,  Fowey,  and  Scso-borough^  the  laft-mention- 
ed  ihip  had  been  taken  from  the  French  by  the  two  former, 
upon  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  where,  not  long  before,  the  French 
had  taken  her  from  us.  Thus  ended  the  operations  of  the  na« 
val  campaign  for  this  year  in  the  Weft  Indies  '^. 

But,  before  we  leave  America,  it  is  necefiary  that  we  ihoald 
enter  into  a  circumftantial  account  of  that  £unou6  expedition 
tgamft  the  French  fettlements  in  Canada,  which  makes  fo  great 
a  6gure  in  the  French  hiftories,  and  on  which  we  find  fb  many 
reflexions  made  in  our  own;  the  fubjefl  indeed  is  both  intricate 
and  unpleafant,  but,  withal,  it  is  extremely  neceiTary  to  fet  it  in 
a  clear  light;  fince,  notwtthftsnding  its  mifcarriage,  through  a 
concurrence  of  unforefeen,  as  well  as  unlucky  accidents,  it  was 
certainly  one  of  the  beft  intended,  and  very  far  from  being  one 
of  the  worft  contrived  defigns  that  was  fet  on  foot  during  this 
war,  and,  therefore,  we  hope  the  reader  will  not  think  an 
impartial  relation  of  the  whole  afiair  unworthy  of  his  attention". 

The 


I  Borchet*f  naval  hiftory,  p.  71;.    Britifli  empire  in  America,  vol.  ii.  p.  345. 
*"  Biircbet,  p.  jts,  jtS,    Annais  of  queen  Anne,  &c, 
*  At  thif  diOance  of  time,  when  (be  n|rcies  arc  all  dead*  and  the  ctrcunt- 
jfUiiCCi  of  things  fo  allured  a  is  to  leave  no  room  for  cither  prrpoHcfliins  or  pre- 
judices, 


o  F   Qj  B  ^  N    ANNS.  iff 

The  difturbancc  given  us  hj  the  French  in  North  Americ:!, 
and  the  apprehenfions  our  colonies  wdre  under,  from  the 
flrength  of  their  fettlements  in  Canada^  have  been  fo  often  men- 
lionedy  that  I  think  I  need  not  infift  upon  them  here :  I  (haH 
content  myfelf  therefore  with  obferving,  that  the  earl  of  Go- 
dolphin  had  often  exprefled  a  ftrong  defire  of  attempting  fome- 
thing  of  confequence  in  this  part  of  the  world,  that  might  exalt 
our  own  charafter,  and  humble  the  haughtinefs  of  the  enemy. 
Sir  Hovenden  Walker  informs  as,  that  he  was  confulted  bj 
that  great  minifter,  in  reference  to  this  defign;  yet  I  very  much 
doubt,  whether  the  whole  of  it  was  then  communicated  to  him^ 
fSnce  it  is  very  certain^  that  it  was  not  either  he,  or  general  Hill^ 
who  were  to  have  been  employed  in  the  expedition,  as  it  was 
then  intended ;  but  Sir  Thomas  Hardy  was  to  have  command- 
ed the  fleet,  ai^d  the  land  forces  were  to  have  been  under  gene^ 
raT  Maccartney.  It  has  been  remarked  by  bi(hop  Burnet,  and 
fome  other  writers,  that  the  whole  of  this  deiign  was  concert** 
ed  without  any  application  to,  or  confent  of  parliament ;  and 
this,  that  prelate  fays,  was  the  more  inexcufable,  becaufe  it  was 
contrived  and  carried  into  execution,  at  a  time  when  the  parl'ia- 
kient  was  fitting  \ 

The  force  of  this  obje&ion,  I  muii  confeft,  I  do  not  fee ; 
for  if  expeditions  of  fuch  a  nature,  with  all  the  eftimates  of 
expences  neceflary  for  rendering  them  effe^ual,  were  to  be  laid 

jadices,  one  mtr  hope,  that  ■  candid  inquiry  into  ib  Tcry  importaot  an  eipcdi* 
tioOy.  will  merit  the  favour,  as  well  as  claim  the  attcuttoo,  of  every  jodicioos 
reader,  for  many  reafons. 

^  The  bifliop's  accoont  runs  thns  :  **  An  expedtcton  was  defigned  by  fca,  for 
"  taking  Qaebec  and  Flacentia,  and,  for  that  end,  five  thoufaod  men  were 
«  brought  from  Flanders*  Hitl»  who  was  brother  to  the  favourite,  had  the 
'*  command.  There  was  t  ftrong  fquadron  of  men  of  war  ordered  to  fecure  ih« 
**  tranfport  fleet }  they  were  furnifhcd  from  hence  with  provifions,  only  for  three 
'*  months ;  but  they  defigned  to  take  in  a  fccond  fuppky  at  New  England.  A  com* 
'*  milGoner  oF  the  vi^oailing  then  told  mf,  he  could  not  gnefs  what  made  them 
**  to  be  fcnt  out  (o  ill  furniihcd,  for  they  had  Aores  lying  on  their  hands  for  a  fu'.l 
•*  fupply."— Mr  Oldmixon  writes  with  Ief$  refentment ;  he  attributes  this  projeCk 
originally  to  governor  Kicholfon,  and  I  believe  with  truth ;  he  fays,  the  four  Indian 
chiefs,  who  were  brought  over  hither,  and  prefented  to  the  qu::en,  folicited  it 
i^rnngTy;  and,  in  fine,  that  it  had  been  certairly  a  very  good  projr£l,  if  it  ha4 
faWcn  into  good  hands.  But,  he  inCnuaies,  that  it  was  roide  a  job;  the  coa« 
Crary  of  which,  I  think,  wi^I  appear  by  the  citailun  in  the  next  note. 

before 
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heforc  pariumcnt  before  they  could  1^  undertaken^  I  thfol  it 
jnuft  be  obvious  to  every  intell^ent  j^eader,  that  this  would  a& 
Sard  fuch  an  opportunity  of  ofyofing  defigns  of  this  nature  tf 
|ionie»  and  nuking  all  the  vorld  acquainted  with  them  abroai^ 
Si&t'  it  would  be  afterward  feldoin  advtlable  to  execute  theoi. 
f  ut  there  is  another  remarjb:  oiade  by  Mr.  Burchet,  which  ap- 
pears to  have  a  better  foundation.  IjLe  faya,  that  x)m  de&gf, 
was  induftrioufly  concealed  from  the  lords. of  the  admiralty,  a^ 
Jbng  as  it  was  poftiblei  and  that  at  laft  they  were  grafted  onlf 
with  the  ei^ectttive  part^  and  not  at  all  with  the  dlre£Uon ;  for 
ptberwife,  he  thinksj  it  n:iuft  have  been  impoflible  that  fuch  large 
^ips  fhould  have  been  ordered  for  an  expedition  into  the  ri?er 
pf  St.  Lawrencei  which  was  well  known  to  their  lordfliips  tp 
Jbe  fo  hazardous  a  navigation^  and  for  whichj  thmfurc^  Ibips  of 
fixch  a  burden  were  altogether  unfit^. 

This  reoiaxk,  I  fay,  has  greater  weight  with  ine^  becaofe  it 
j^nly  proves^  that  how  r\ght  foever  the  intention  offoa^mftxf 

P  ttow  fit  the  following  account  of  this  matter,  taken  from  a  letter  pf.Mr. 
feeretiry  St.  John's,  to  Sit-  Hdyenden  Walkerj  dated  April  if,  1711,  will  ob. 
▼Ute  eren  this  objcAion,  I  mad  leave  to  the  reader;  wiih  this  obienraticMii 
howeyer,  that  if  the  fcntimeots  contained  in  it  were  not  fiocere,  the  ^nim 
inuft  have  been  the  ^cateft  diflemblcr  in  the  world*—*'  The  Hll«»ber  jand  Be* 
'**  vooAiire  will  proceed  with  you,  of  thofe  which  are  ordered  to  ooi^  in  ifac 

Soundings,  it  will  not,  I  doubt,   be  po({ib!e  for  you  to  be  joined  by  any. 

The  lords  of  the  admiralty,  you  6iid,  look  on  thefe  additional  fliipt  as  {}• 
*'  vea  yon  for  the  expedition,  and  it  is  fit  they  (hould  do  Cai  but  wbcsi  yon 
<*  are  got  far  enough  into  the  Tea,  you  are  to  fend  liack  two  of  te  C«n  lail, 
*'  and  if  you  find  any  of  the  eight  firft,  appointed  to  compofe  your  iquadron. 
**  not  fit  for  the  voyage,  as  the  Torbay  is.  reported  not  tp  be^  jot  auiy,  in 
**  fuch  cafe,  fend  home  the  (hip  which  is  unfit,  taking  which  jom  flttll  like 
**  bed  of  the  two  additional  (hips  in  lien  of  her.  The  mcflenger  #ho  brings 
**  this  packet,  is  ordered  to  ilay  till  difpatched  back  again  by  Mr.  Hill  and  your* 
'*  feif.  I  mnH  tell  you,  that  I  find  her  majeOy  extremely  iibpaticat  to  hear 
'*  you  are  failed,  and  concerned  left  you  Ihotild  lofe  the  advintige  of  this 
**  eaderly  wind.  I  hope,  therefore,  by  the  return  of  the  mcflenger,  yon 
"  will  inform  me  exactly  when  you  (hall  be  ready  to  proceed.  I  hate  nothing 
"  more  to  add,  but  to  recommend  all  po/Hble  expedition  to  yoo,  upon  i»hicb, 
**  morally  and  probably  fpeaklog,  your  Oiccefs  ibtlrely  depends.  .  'I'hat  yoo 
*'  may  have  a  profperous  Voyage,  and  be,  together  with  Mr.  Hill,  the  iaiVrv* 
'*  menta  of  doing  fu  much  honour,  and  bringing  fo  ihnch  advantage  to  yonl 
*<  country,  as  are  liropofed  liy  the  attempt  you  are  ordered  to  make^  it  ibt 
f*  hearty  prayers  ofj 

<*  Si  a,  yw^,  ^ti^ 

ibajr 
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inay  be^  in  eudeavouriog  to  preferve  an  abfolute  fecrecy  as  to 
defigns  of  this  fort  ^  yet,  in  cafe  o£  any  mifcarriage9  thdr  con* 
du&  will  be  always  liable  to  great  imputationsj  where  they 
avoid  comooi^nicating  their  councils  to  fuch  branches  of  the 
adminiftration,  as  {jsem  to  have  a  right  to  regulate  and  dittQi 
them  ^.  ' 

In  refpe£i  to  this  defign  upon  Qudbec,  it  feems  to  have  been 
principally  under  the  direction  of  the  lord  vifcount  Boliogbroke^ 
then  Mr.  fecretary  St.  John^  by  whofe  intereftj  I  fuppofe»  Sir 
Hovenden  Walker,  rear«>admiral  of  the  white,  was  appointed 
to  command  in  chief,  and  general  Hill,  who  was  brother  to 
lady  Malhamj  was  likewife  appointed  commander  of  about  five 
thoufand  land-forces,  that  Were  to  be  employed  in  this  defign. 
As  it  was  the  firft,  and  indeed  the  only  great  undertaking  of 
the  new  minif^ry,  I  cannot  believe  but  that  they  were  in  ear-^ 
neftj  and  really  in  hopes  of  raifing  their  reputation^  by  giving 
an  extraordinary  blow  to  the  French  power  in  thofe  parts  i 
which  I  conceive  mufi  evidently  appear^  if  we  confidtr  thd 
greiit  force  employed  for  this  purpofe,  and  which  will  be  beft 
made  known  to  the  reader,  by  giving  him  Sir  Hovenden  Wal« 
leer's  line  of  battle,  as  we  find  it  in  the  appendix  to  his  own 
account* 


Ships. 

Comi 

manderSi 

Men. 

Guns. 

Totbay, 

Captaii 

\  Moodyj 

500 

80 

Monmouthi 

Mitchell, 

400 

70 

Sunderland^ 

Gore, 

3<5S 

60 

Diamond, 

Lifle, 

190 

4» 

DevonfhirCi 

ArriS| 

529 

80 

Edgar^ 

Sir  Hovenden  Walkeri     7 
Captain  Soans,     J 

440 

70 

Humberj 

CuUiford, 

520 

80 

<1  One  may  fairly  co\\c{\  from  thii,  that  the  minincrf  *ho  concerwd  ibit 
Icheme,  were  not  ooly  th«  roirghly  io  edinefl,  but  alfo  extremely  fanguine  id 
refpcA  to  Its  fuccefi,  oihet^ifc  they  wool  J  never  haVe  tiken  thii  method;  and 
laarc  the^e  wa«  nothing  criminal,  in  deflring  co  recover  Canada  cat  of  the  handa 
of  the  French,  or  in  propofrngj  for  the  proteOioo  and  Tecvrity  of  cur  own 
colonies,  to  dtive  them  entirely  out  of  Nerih  America,  which  was  the  aVowed 
defi^o  of  this  en^ctpris:,  mud  WvulJ  have  been  a  UgnJ  beucfii  lo  Great  Uri' 
tain. 

Vot.  III.  *        M  m  Ships, 


rr4- 
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•    Ships. 

Commanders.          Men. 

G«i«. 

Montague^ 

Capcaio  Walton,,        365 

60 

Eingftini)^ 

Winder,        365 

60 

Swiftfure, 

Cooper,.        4po 

7P 

'   Donkiri^ 

Butkr,          365- 

60 

Together  with  the  Bcdfbrd^GaltiTjr  frigate,  BaiiUfi:  and  Giazu^ 
bombs,  with  the  £xpcnnient,.thc  bombs  tender. 

There  were,  befides,  thirtj^three  traufports,  with  the  regi* 
Iftents  of  brigadier  Hilt;  colonel-  Windrefs,..  colooel  Ciatftoo^ 
colonel  Kane,  lieutenant-general  Seymour,  colbnel  Difiiej,  co* 
Ibnel  Kirky-  and  a  battalion  of  marinesi  mnder  tlie  command  of 
colonel  Chai4e$  Churchiii;  makmg.in  all  upwards  of  five  thou^ 
ftnd  men,,  and'  eight  tranfports  and  tender3'  belonging  to  the 
train  '• 

.  The  iBftm^Sont  gii^n  bf  her  majefty  to  Sir  UoTeoden  Wal- 
ker^  required  him,  as  foon  as  the  general  and  troops  were  em- 
barked,, to-- proceed  to  Boilon  diredUy,  without  touching  at  zof 
place  whatfoever;  and,  if  he  j^udged  it  convenient,  he  was  to 
detach,  in  bis  paflagc,  a  (hip  of  war,  with  the  artillerf,  ftores,. 
clothes,  and  other  necefinries,. to  New  Yorkj  but,  if  be  fbnnd 
this  inex[)edient,  he  was  to  fend  them' from  Bofton-  On  his 
arrival  at  that  place,  be  was  to  take  the  Leopard  and  Saphire 
under  his  command,,  and  in  cafe  the  general  thought  it  necef- 
lafy,  he  was  to  alTift.  him  in-exchanging  the  garrifon  of  Anna- 
polis Royal^  and  in  tranfporting  the  old  garrifon,  with  ftores^ 
back  to  New  England.  He  w^s,  when  at  Boflon,  to  take  un- 
diet  bis  care  all  tranfport  vefTels,  ketches,  hoys,  boats,  and 
other  neoeffiirtes  provided  in  New  England ;  and  as  foon  as  the 
fbfces  from  hence,  and'  thoft  raifed  there,  (hould  be  en  board, 
he  was  to  fail  with  them  all  into  the  river  of  St.  Lawrence,  up 
to  Quebec,  in-order  to  attack  that  place;.- and  being  arrived,  to 
make  a  proper  difpoHtion*  of  the  fliips  for  that  purpofe,  as  welt 
of  fueh  as  might  be  fit  to  employ  before  the  town,  as  others, 
upon  confulting  w«tb  the  general,  to  pais  thar  place,  and  pro- 
ceed up  the  river  towards  the  lake,  not  only  to  prevent  any 
communication  with  Quebec,  but  to  proteA  the  canoes,  and 

r  See  the  appendix  to  Sir  Hovcnden  Walker*!  fiiU  acccont  of  tbv  late  cxpedi> 
tbo  to  Canada,  p.  sSS^-^x^r* 

boater 
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%oats,  with  the  forces  from  New  York;  to  whicli  end  he  iras 
^efnpowcre(l  to  convert  ibme  of  ebe 'fmatl  vefieb  ient  from  hence» 
<yr  New  Engbnd,  into  frigatea^  furtable  to  the^navigation  of  the 
tipper  ;part  of  the  river,  and  to  man  and  arm  them^ceotdinglj. 
At  New  £n^aod,  or  eUewhere,  be  ^as  to  ai&ft  the  generall 
iMrith  vefiels  and  boats  proper  for  landing  the  forte^  and  em- 
bak'king  Ihem  again,  but  more  efpecially  qpon  his  arrival  at 
<^ebec»  or  for  tranfporting  them  from  place  toTpiace.  He  was 
^Ifo- ordered  to  lend  to  the  general  ftich  ttArhxe  foldiers  as 
^ould  be  on  board  the  iquadron,  when  he^flioold  demand  the 
4ame,  whi<^h  he  was  to  have  the'chief^rommaud  of  Jwhile  em- 
ployed  on  ftiore^  befides  whkti|  he  was  to  aflift  him  with  fuc^ 
^  number  of  feamen,  gunners,  gons,  ammunitionsand  other 
."Aorcs  from  the  ftips,  as  hefhould  demand £^ the 4^d4ervice, 
^which  Teamen  were  to  aflift  in  drawing  and  mounting  the  can- 
Tion,  or  othorwifc  as  fliould  be  found  neceflary.  He  was  firi^r 
ly  required  to  lofe  novtime  in*  proceeding  tO"&Iew£AgUind)  and 
*rom  thence  to^bc  Tiver  of  St,  Lawr^nee.;  -nor*  in  putting  xti 
•execution  the  Service 'of  Quebec:  but  ithat,  'pn^his  pvt,  all  ex- 
pedition ihould  be  ufed  in  the  reduAion  of  the  ^place^  and  of 
-the  countiy  of 'Canada,  or  New  3^ranee,  and  in  :tfae  ^eafonable 
return  of  the  fquadron  and  tranfports  •„ 

He  was  further  inftru£ted,  which  ihews  that  this  defigh 
had  been  -very  thoroughly  confldered,  in  cafe  of  Juccefs,  to 
leave  iuch  a  navsd  force  as  he  thought  prqper  in  the  river  of  St» 
X.aw^enc<^,  and  to  make  ^fe  of  any  of  the  enemy's  Aips  that 
might  be  takcri,  to  brmg  into  Europe  fach  governors^  regular 
troops,  rellgipue  perfons,  or  others  whom  the  general,  by  his 
inftru£tions.  was  dire&ed  .to  fend  away  ^from  Canada,  with 
whatever  necefiaries  for  then*  tranfportation  he  (hould  think  re- 
<iuifite,  Thefe  fcrvices  being  provided  for,  he  was  to  take  on 
hoard  the  general,  if  he  ihonld  think  iit  to  jretunv*  and  fuch 
•of  the  forces  as  (honld  not  be  found  neceflary  to  live  in 
Canada ;  and,  if  the  feafon  of  the  year  wouid  permit,  he 
'was  to  proceed  to  attack  Placentia,  in  Newfoundland,  in 
iuch  a  manner  as  general  Hill  4iould  diredl^  and  this  fer* 
wice  being  over,   be  was  to  order  &ch  (hips  of  war  ^  did 

<  See  the  iDftni^Ioot  at  large,  io  (he  before.mentioned  appendix,  p.  i66. 

Mm  ^  wt 


\ 

1 


a7S  NAVAL    HISTORY 

not  properly  l)elong  to  his  fqaadron,  to  their  feVeral  ftai)oof» 
dtredVing  the  mafters  of  the  tranfports,  which  he  flioold  hate 
no  further  occafion  for,  to  go  and  feck  freight,  either  in  ports 
npon  the  contiDent  of  America,  or  in  the  iilands,  hi  order  to 
eafe  the  poUic  of  the  charge  of  them,  and  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Britifli  commerce*. 

On  the.a9th  of  April,  17111  Sir  Hovcnden  Walker  failed 
with  the  men  of  war  and  tranfports  under  his  command ;  hot 
coming  off  the  Start  the  firft  of  May,  a  wefterly  wind  obKged 
Jhim  tO|uit  into  PlymQath*'}  from  whence  he  failed  aga:n  in 

<  Bcfidei  tbefe  inOruOions,  the  vlmiral  wai  furniOied  with  copies  of  ihofe 
/e.-it  to  the  refpc^ive  governori  of  Maffachufet's  bay,  and  "Sew  Hampfaire; 
the  tddifional-  ktOrodiont  lent  to  the  governor  of  Ne«<r  York,  as  «re41  «s  tho^e 
to  Frtncis  Nicho|r<^n,  Zfq;  and  the  (governors  of  Coniie^Hcot,  Rknde*  iDwi^, 
Providence,  and  PenfiTylvtnia,  that  he  might  be  convinced  the  adniniAraiion 
had  taken  all  the  rare  in  thctr  power,  t|iat  he  might  not  fail  for  want  of  profcr 
affiAanee,  or  be  in  any  don bt  as  to  what  was,  or  was  not  in  the  power  of  fociv 
perfons  at  he,  in  the  coorfc  of  his  expedition  might  have  oocafion  co  apply 
to;  which,  without  4oubK«  was  very  afcful,  and  highly  proper  \a  bis  ofcam* 

"  A«  I  liave  all  alonjj  endeavoored  to  trrst  every  fabjcf^  that  fell  in  my 
way  as  impartially  as  pofTible,  fo  T  think  It  my  duty  to  give  the  resider  here 
fi  ktier  from  lord  fi^tingbroke  to -the  admiral,  which,  F  think,  evidently  provcti 
that  minifter  had  this  defigo  as  much  at  heart  as  any  i^ao  iahis  ft^ion  cottU 
have. 

"SIR, 

«  The  wipd  |>eing  come  ^bout  to  thefouth,  T  take  it  Tot  granted,  thst  this 
**  letter  will  find  ydO  at  Plymouth,  or  at  Torhay,  the  ufoal  bane  of  ovr  mari- 
*'*  time  esp^diclons.  Ynn  moil  allow  me  to  tell  yoo,  that  the  qoeen  is  very 
**  uneafy  M  the  ooao^nnuble  |o£k  of  time  in  ynnr  Aay  at  Portfmootb ;  and, 
'*  if  the  Devonfhire  could  not  be  re6tted  foorter,   you    ought    rather    to    have 

''*  left  her  behind,  than  delay  your  failing.  If  the  tranfports  were  the  occafion 
**  of  this  misfortune,  the  c^mmiffionert,  or  mafters  of  ihem  are  to  blame, 
**  and  (hould  be  complained  of.  I  tAke  it  for  granted,' if  yon  conttnoe  any 
5*  time  wi^d-bpund^  that  you  will  be  (lopped  for  good  and  all;  and  the  whole 
*'  expence  and  trouble  will  be  thrown  awayj  an(l  that  we  Ihall  make  as  little 
**  oT  onr  fleet  this  year,  as  we  have  done  in  former  fummers.  In  caie  provi- 
**  dcnce  will  carry  us  forward  in  fpiie  of  our  teeth  )  I  hope  the  lad  delay 
**  will  be  a  wi{rning  to  yoi^  and  tha^  you  will  improve  to  dsf^  iiiftead  of  de- 
*'  pending  upon  tomorrow.  If  any  thing  is  to  be  ordered,  or  done  here,  let 
"*  me  know  by  exprefs,  and  there  (liall  be  as  much  expedition  ofed,  as  I  wiCi 
^*  there  had  been  at    Poitfmouth.     I  have  fcnt  to  Coleby,  to  go  wherever  yo« 

:*'  are  driven  back,  that  this  part  of  the  fcrvise  may  haye  the  doe.  care  ukn 
V  of  it. 

«'  '^Jliltcljall,  May  T,  lyir.  T  am,  Si.a^  ^t." 

tTTO 
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two  days  time,  and  continued  his  Voyage  very  happily  towards 
New  England,  'where  iie  arrived  on  the  24th  of  June,  without 
any  other  accklent,  than  two  of  his  captains  difobeyihg  bis  or- 
ders, viz,  captain  Soans,  of  the  Edgar,  and  captain  Butler,  in  the 
Donkirk ;  they  had  both  chaced  without  fignal,  and  left  the  fleet, 
notwithftanding  the  Rx\St  injundion  of  the  admiral,,  grounded 
on  his  inftrucUons  to  the  contrary^  As  captain  Soans  had  join- 
ed the  fleet  again  the  next  day,  he  was  only  mulcted  three 
months  pay ;  but  captain  Butler  having  never  been  feen  by  the 
fleet,  till  their  arrival  at  Nantafket,  near  Boflon,  was  difcharged 
and  difmified  from  his  command  ^. 

The  admiral  was  far  from  meeting,  in  New  England,  with 
that  hearty  zeal  for  the  f^rvice  which  he  expelled  \  for  being 
obUged  to  take  up  a  great  quantity  of  provifioas  for  the  Hecvicc 
of  the  fleet  and  tranfports,  he  found  the  mmoftdiflliculty  there- 
in, as  appears  very  clearly  from  the  authentic  papers  inferted,  or 
annexed  by  way  of  appendix  to  his  account.  From  theft  it  is 
evident,  that  the  peribn  who  wte  depended  upon  for  that  fer- 
vice,  not  only  refufed  it,  but  endeavoured  to  fervc  hjs  private 
incerefl,  at  the  expence.of  the  public,  by  buying  up  great  quanti- 
ties on  bis  own  account,  in  order  to  vend  them  again  to  whoever 
fhouid  undertake  to  iupply  the  fleet ;  io  that  by  the  flownefs  of 
the  colony,  and  the  avarice  of  this  particular  perfon,  the  whole 
expedition  was  ruined  *.  * 

The  admiral  and  general  did  all  that  was  in  their  power,  by 
memorials  and  folicitations,  to  remedy  this  inconvenience^  buc 


^  The  fentcpccs  of  theCc  courts  martial  are  in  the  appendix  to  Sir  Hoyen- 
den  Walker's  accoant;  where,  io  that  of  captain  Thomas  Butfer  it  h  {tH, 
thct  be  fepanted  ftom  the  fleet  on  the  x8th  of  May,  in  order  to  chace  a  fmall 
(hip  which  he  took,  and  «p|^ed  the  produce  for  bit  own  priTate  advaouge,  by 
which  he  was  guilty  of  a  pofitive  breach  both  of  orders  and  difcifline. 

'  Amongfl  other  pieces  of  fecret  hi(!ory  relative  to  this  attempt,  one  was, 
that  the  French  had  their  tmifTaries  in  New  England,  and  that  by  an  adroit 
application  of  money,  th^  produced  tfiefe  difappointmenCs  and  delays,  which 
rendered  it  incff*e^iial.  Bai  as  I  never  |seard. there  were  any  direA  proofs  g{« 
yen  of  this,  I  am  inclined  to  beliere  avarice  and  private  interefi  ferved  the 
French  more  effeOoally,  and  with  lefs  expence,  than  any  agents  of  theirs  coald 
have  done.  But  in  thofe  days,  much  was  afcribed  to  French  gold^  when  ia 
truth  tbe^  bad  Ihtle  gold  (o  give, 

to 
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to  little  or  no  purpofe^  fincc  the  inhabitants  were  eztremdy  fen- 
fible  of  their  own  interefti  an4  deaf  to  every  thing  eUe.  Ge- 
neral  Niehdfon  came  to  Bo^p^  aod  gave  aU  the  tffiftaace  that 
was  in  his  powers  and  fo  did  fome  other  puMic-fpiritied  pcrims, 
.without  which  it  had  been  impoffiUe  for  the  fleet  and  ferces 
to  hare  proceeded  at  all)  and,  as  it  was,  they  {oaad  k  im- 
pra£ticable  to  leave  Bofton  before  the  3cth  of  Jnlv^  wfaesi 
•with  a  few  pUots  on  board,  who  profefled  tbeir  own  ^rnonncei 
sind  went  agiinft  their  willft  Sir  Hovdndea  Walker  £uled  ior 
Quebec  \ 

On  the  1 4th  of  Auguft  he  reached  the  ^ird  Iflands,  which 
.lie  about  two  hundred'  s^id  fifty  leagues  from  Cape  Anne,  acu 
having  fent  the  Chefttri  Leopard,  and  Saphire,  to  emize  be- 
tween Piaoentia  and  Cape  Breton*  an  tAand  oppoGtc  to  Nev- 
fouodland,  expeAing  their  joining  him  in  his  paflage  to  Que- 
bec ;  the  former  of  whkh  &ip9  had  taken,  and  fent  into  Bcf- 
ton  before  he  failed  thence^  a  ihip  of  about  -one  hundred  and 
twenty  tons,  and  ten  guns,  that  had  feventy  men  on  board, 
whereof  thirty  were  foldiers  for  that  garri(ba.  The  Leoftafi 
Feverfliam,  Enterpricci  and  Triton*s  prnBC,  all  (inall  frigates 
which  were  ftationed  at  New  York  and  Virginia,  he  ordered 
to  join  him  off  Cape  Breton,  being  empowered  hj  her  ma- 
jefty's  orders  fo  to  do,,  if  he  ihould  find  it  necefiary ;  and  this 
he  the  rather  did,  becaufe  of  the  ufe.fhey  mighc  be  to  him  in 
his  proceeding  up  the  river  to  Quebec,  which  navigation  moft 
of  the  people  with  whom  he  had  fpoken,  rcprefentcd  to  be 
▼cry  dangerous ;  and  therefore  he  rightly  judged  the  Humber 
and  Devonihire,  which  mounted  80  guns  each,  too  big, to  be 
ventured  thither,  for  which  reafbn  he  fent  them  bomci  and 
ihifted  his  flag  on  board  the  Edgar,  a  fiiip  of  70  guns,  general 
Hill  removing  into  the  Windfor,  which  carried  ten  lefs ;  but 
fince  he  had  inf<^rtnation  that  a  /hip  of  60  guns,  and  another 
of  30,  were  cxpcftcd  from  France  very  fuddcnly,  he  ordered 
the  Humber  and  Devoniliire  to  cruize  on  the  opening  of  the 
bay  of  8c.  Lawrence,  until  the  laft  of  Auguft,  and  then  to 

f  See  Sir  Hovcnden  Wilkcr'f  iccounC.  Burchet*c  nival  l»if!.^ry,  p.  778,  779- 
AnnaU  of  queen  Anne,  foL  x.  p.  f5^.  Merciife  hiAori^ue  et  pcluiqttr, 
tumc  1.  p.  X99>  43|. 

purfue 
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pnHbe  their  voyage  bone.  He  ha^  very  fair  weather  until  he 
got  into  the  b»y»  when  it  became  chasgeaUe ;  femetsmes  thick 
sind  b>fjjgfj  and  at  others  cakD>  with  littk  winds,  and  the  na- 
vigation appeared  to  be  intricate  and.  hazardous.  The  i8th  of 
^ugoft,  when  he  was  off  Gafpe-bay^  near  the  entrance  of 
«he  river,  it  blew  fre(b  at  N.  W.  and  for  fear  the  tranfportft 
ihoukl  be  feparated,  and  blown  to  leeward,  he  anchored  in  the 
bay,  where,  ftaying  for  an  opportunity  to  proceed  tip  the  river» 
lie  burnt  a  French  ihip  that  waa  fiflung,  not  being  able  to  bring 
Ixcr  oflF*. 

On  the  20th  of  Auguft,  the  wind  veering  wefterfy,  the  ad- 
tninl  had  hopes  of  gaining  a  paflage ;  but  the  next  day  in  the 
afternoon  it  proved  foggy»  and  continued  fo  all  night,  and  the 
day  foilowing,  with  very  little  wind  tiU  towards  evening,  when 
there  waa  an  extreme  thick  fog,  and  k  began  to  blow  bard  at 
£•  and  £.  S.  £•  which  rendering  it  impoffible  to  ficer  any 
courfe  with  fafecy,  having  not  cither  fight  of  land,  or  found** 
ings,  or  anchorage,  he,  by  the  advice  of  the  pilots  then  oa 
board  him,  both  Englifh  and  French,  who  were  the  bed  id  the 
fleet,  made  the  fignal  for  the  (hips  to  bring  to,  with  their  head» 
fouthwardj  at  which  time  it  was  about  eight  at  night,  believing 
that  in  that  pofture  they  (hould  not  come  near  the  north  (hore, 
bot  rather  have  driven  with  the  ftream  in  the  mid  channel ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  as  they  lay  with  their  heads  fouthward, 
and  the  winds  eafterly,  in  two  hours  time  he  found  hinpfelf  on 
the  north  (hore  among  the  rocks  and  ifiands,  at  leaft  fifteen 
leagues  farther  than  the  tog-line  gave,  where  the  whole  fleet 
had  like  to  have  been  loft  \  the  men  of  war  efca^Mng  the  dan. 
ger  with  the  utmoft  difficulty,  but  eight  tranfport  (hips  were 
caft  away  *,  and  alnioft  nine  hundred  ofSccrs,  foidlers  and  fea- 
xnen  periihed  ^. 

The 

*  Sir  Movenden  Walker's  accoimr^  p.  txt.  Bnrchet's  ntvil  hiftory,  p.  T7P. 
The  complete  hiHory  of  Europe,  for  tttt,  p.  370.  Boyer*s  life  of  qoeeu 
Anac,  p.  $10.  *  Colomoa  rnftrata,  p.  19;.    Mcrcure  biflorique  ec 

pslitiqoe,  cooif  li.  p,  ^i).    Vani,  G».  N^.  49x0. 

b  The  admtrsi  Km  pabUQicd  the  following  aceoitnt  of  ch«  ftips  end  jpen  that 
w re  loft  by  this  unlucky  irwdcut. 

Ships 
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The  Preach  pilot  (who,  as' it  was  faid,  bad  been  fcitty  Voy- 
ages in  this  river,  and  eighteen  of  them  in  command)  infofmed 
Iiiai>  that  when  it:  happens  to  be  fo  foggj  as  to  prevent  the 
fight  of  the  land,  it  is  impoiBble  to,  judge  of  the  currents,  cr 
to  fteer  by  any  courfe ;  for  that  he  himfelf  had  loft  two  ihips, 
and  been  another  time  cafl  aWay  upon  the  north  fhorey  wheQ 
he  judged  himfelf  near  the  footh;  infomucb,  that  it  was  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  procure  men  in  France,  to  proceed  on  {a 
dangerous  a  navigation,  fince  almoft  every  year  they  foffered 
ihipwrcck  ^, 

Sir  Hovendeh  Walker  plied  two  days  after  this  with  firefli 
gales  at  W.  and  S.  in  order  to  fave  what  men  and  ftores  be 
could,  and  on  the  25th  of  Auguft,  by  the  advice,  and  with 
the  confent  of  the  general,  he  called  a  council  of  war,  confiil- 
ing  of  all  the  fea-officers,  wherein  great  debates  arofe,  moft  of 
the  captains  being  rather  inclined  to  cenfure  the  admiral's  coo- 
dudl,  in  not  calling  a  council  of  war  before  he  left  Boftoo» 
than  to  give  him  any  reafon  to  grow  pleafed  with  councils  of 
war,  by  the  advice  they  gave  him  in  this.  Sir  Hovenden  told 
them  plainly,  that  if  he  had  aAed  amifs  in  what  they  n>ention- 
ed,  he  was  to  anfwer  for  it  in  another  place,  and  that  the  na« 
turc  of  the  fcrvice,  and  the  circumftances  they  were  in,  requi- 
red them  to  confine  their  deliberations  to  another  matter  ;  and, 
therefore,  in  order  to  cut  fliort  thcfe  unneceflary  debates,  be 
would  pro[K)ic  the  Cngle  queftion,  proper  for  their  prcfent  con- 


Shipi  n.imes. 

Men 

Men 

trar.fporu. 

loA. 

faved. 

Regiments* 

Tfabella  Anne  Kaiberine, 

xp* 

7  or  8 

colonel  Windrefle. 

Smyrna  Merchant, 

XOO 

30 

■             Kaine. 

Samuel  and  Anne, 

14* 

7  or  d 

Heut.-gen.  Seyttoonr^ 

Nathaniel  and  Eiifabcth, 

xo 

i8d 

'  ditto* 

Marlborough, 

X30 

io 

colonel  Clayton. 

Chatham, 

(So 

40 

Windreffc. 

Colchcrtcr, 

ISO 

180 

lieuc.«£en«  Scymosr* 

Cootenc,  victualler, 

IS 

884  499 

c  Sir  Hovenden  himfeir  ^\vc%  Mr.  Burchet  tliis  accdiftit,  In  «. letter  lent  bra 
txpreli  by  captain  CooSc,  of  (bf  Leopard,  dated  £roai  on  board  the  £dgir. 
in  Spaniih  River  bjy,  Spt.  12,  i7x>« 

Cderation  y 
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iEderation ;  which  was,  whether  they  thought  it  pra£Hcable  to 
set  up  to  Quebec  or  not  ?  upon  which  they  came  unaniiuoufly. 
to  the.  following  refolutlon,  vts.  *<  That|  by  reafon  of  the  igno- 
**  ranee  of  the  piJots,  it  was  wholly  impracticable  to*  go  tip 
**  the  river  of  St«  Lawrence^  with  th^  nien  of  war  and  tran- 
<*  fportSf  as  fajC"  as  Qjiebec ;  as  alfo  the  uncertainty  and  rapi- 
*<  dity  of  the  currentSi  as  by  fatal  experience  wad  fbdnd^,'^ 
Upon  this,  the  Saphire  was  fent  to  Bo  (Ion,  with  an  account  of 
the  misfortune^  and  the  Montague  to  find  out  the  Humber  and 
DevonOiire,  and  to  ftop  ailfhips  bound  up  to  Quebec  s  and  the 
Leopard  being  left  with  fome  floops  and  brJgantines,  to  take 
any  men  from  the  (hore  that  might  be  favedi  and  to  endeavour 
to  weigh  fome  anchors  left  behind,  he  proceeded  to  Spanlfh 
River,  in  the  iiland  of  Breton,  the  rendezvous  he  had  ap- 
pointed, there  to  be  perfedkly  informed  of  the  ftate  of  the 
army  and  fleet,  and  to  fettle  matters  for  their  further  pro^ 
ceedings;  but  all  the  (hips  did  not  join  till  the  7th  of  Sep^ 
tember  •. 

The  admiral  being  v<^y  feniible  oi  the  f epr<)aehes  that  wouici 
be  caft  ttpon  him,  if,  after  failing  in  his  defign  on  Quebec,  he 
ihould  return  home  without  fo  much  as  attempting  Placentia, 
communicated  his  thoughts  upon  this  fubje£l  very  freely  to  the 
general,  and  fome  land  officers,  intimatingi  at  the  fame  time, 
ibme  doubt,  whether  his  inflrudions  would  Warrant  fuch  ^ 
conduct,  without  receiving  frefli  orders  frofti  Ehgland.*  Ge- 
neral Hill  agreed  with  hiiu  in  the  maiq,  that  it  was  a  great  mif* 
fortune  to  the  nation^  and  Very  unlucky  for  rhemfelves,  that 
hitherto  they  hadmct  with  fo  little  fuccefs  in  this  expedition-* 
but  was  quite  of  a  diSerent  opinion,  as  to  the  return  of  the 
fleet  and  forces  to  England,  which  he  judged  to  be  abfolutely 
in  the  admiral's  powef  ^  ho4rcver,  he  advifed  him    to  call  a 

*  This  refoiiicinii  was  not  takrn^upoo  inf  ht!*y  rcfentmcrt  of  the  late  «C: 
CJicD' I  bat  titer  mature  delibcx^uion,  and  very  ^n&,  cjt.'fninttiin  of  'vcry  pt- 
Jot  on  bojrd,  who  aU  'f  th^m  a.'.rred^m  confeHTrng  tier  ignora-ce;  «'>d  t%ca 
colore  Vcrch,  wko  dccla'Cd  himklr  h;  bcrt  plot  for  that  rt",  o-^w  dcfi^el 
to  be  excuf-'d  f^cm  meddltni;  wiih  Tea  aflaira,  ao:faid)  hscuula  ooi  ule  cliat'gt 
fo  much  as  u*  a  fiogle  ^ip. 

9  See  Sr  Hovcnden  Wjikcr*:  arcou  Jj  p.  134.  BuTchct's  naval  klftof;,  p.  jtot 
X/Ond.  Gaa.b'fotc  ci'.ci, 

V«L.  III.  NiJ     .    ■  fecond 
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{beond  coandl  of  war^  4nd  to  be  cittermined  by  the  optoira  ot 
tl&e  fei  and  land  officerst  to  whicb  the  admiral  readiljr  agreed  9 
and  accordingly  he*  made  a  iignal  for  a  general  council  of  var  of 
fta  and  land  officers,  on  Saturday  the  8th  of  Sepceoabcr,  in 
Spanilh<  Atucer  road  ^  and  in  this  council  it  ipas  unanioHmfly  de- 
tenninedy  that  any  attempt  upon  E!aceBtia,.conl]dering  the  bee* 
nels  oFtheika(bn,.and  their  cxpcumflancesi  waa^ utter] j  imprac* 
tieable^.^ 

The  adoHralhatf  now  nothing  more  ^do»,  than  to,  proride 

ilie  beft  he  could  for  hia  fafo  return  home»  and  for  th«  doe  di* 
ftribution  of  ihips  and  forces  to  thehr  rtfpeftive  ftatiens  and 
gartdfons  thtooghout  Northr  America,  which  he  feeni»  to  have 


f  Ai  thh  fefolntioii  iKofmcry  detMed  tite  wfiole  fmffnefty  tt  it  e»alaia<  tN 
i^foai  apm  whidi  tlic  cAceri  MAcemed  procoededv  «nd  as  k  faUf  prove* 
the  fainoctoAc  of  tile  Admiral  aod  the  gaitral  ta  ciiis  al&ir«  the  whole  of  vlricfa 
H  ^ecf  ia  a  folF  tnd  clear  light ;  I  think  it  ncccflarf  to  cpuifcribe  thU  paper,. 
with  the  mmetof  the  offirers  prefent  at  this  counoik- 

^  The  twenty- firfr  arttele  of  her  AajeOy*!   inllfuQIoaf  to  Cfic  feoeraS.  for 
**  attfcfcihf  PUcentia,  in  Vewloandlsnd,  in  his  rcium  fean  CUnadi^  together 
**  with  the  tenth  ardc!e  of  the  admiral^  inftru^ons  Co  the    famo  porpefe, 
^  being  finrertllf  read  to  the  eouneir  of  war;:  as   alfo   a  htrer    from  ooloxiet 
**  ISUidtef,  {Direrndr  of  New  England,  to  the  admiral,  t«achtn{   Hie  hieinfr 
**  ef  tbt  pptparation  of  prtiVifiont,  now  making  in  that  cobny  ^  the  iapplf 
'*  df  the  tffoofii  if  thef  had  wintered  at  Qftebec ;  all  which  b^g^  matuclf 
<*  •BnCdere^  «nd  debatedt  the  ^uriVton  was  pat  as   followi,  Wz.  The  ftate  of 
'*  prdrilions  Ibr  the  Rilpt  of  war  and  land    forces     being  conflderedi  which 
**  proYf fionr  tfot  amoBAting  to-  vhrrve  ten-  weeks,,  at  feorr  allowaneey.  eoaipo- 
**  ing  it  (ron  the  rxth  of  this  iuHam,  ficpcembcr,  as  appears  hj  the  agent 
'*  vlfhialkrs  fifcred  aeeolmt  thereof,  and  allowing  it  to  be  all  good*   and  to 
^  boU  ont  to  that  time,  the  faitl  lj4h  of  September,  being  the  foone^  we  can 
**  ftil  From  thefice  \  Mid  thane  being  no  hopes  of  any  fupplp  from  Kcw  Eifg. 
**  land  before  the  Beginning  of  Hiyvembtr  oc»t,  at  fo^neft,  a»  appears  bf  the 
^  adrice  rren^if  sh  the  ^fonKaUl  letur  fmm  the  governoe  of  New  Eoglanily 
'*  and  the  opinion  of  two  of  the  members  of  the  coancil  of  war,  who  knew 
*'  that  country,  togetlier  with  the  uncertainty  of  tny  proviAons  coining  10  d» 
*'  at  KcwfoandUnd,  by  reifon'  the  fearon  of  the  year  is  fo  far  advanced,  whicit 
^  makes  the  naTigation  of  that  tntt  fo  dangerous ;  (he  cooticil  of  war  is  nnt* 
^  itimoofly  of  opinion,  that  the  ^trentpt  fbrfsdncing  Placentia,  under  the  cfi^ 
*'  camdances  and  diffculries  «fx>ve-mentioned,   is  at  thia  time  altangether  hm" 
^  praCHcable,  and  thtt  St  is  for  her  mtjefty's  ferrice,  that  the  fquadr&n  and  tranF- 
"  ports  wiih  the  Britifli  troops,  do  forthwith  return  to  Great  Britata,  and  the 
^  forces  rtiftd'io  Kcw  England  to  ihat  colatiy.'^ 

HoTcedts 


'    OF    QjJ^ E ir    A  N  N /I^    -  ^1 

-f^rjormed  with  all  the  care  and  diligence  imaginable}  and  it 
appears*  that  in  the  whole  courfe  of  hi*  commaady  be  praierved 
a  perfed  und«r^andlng  with^he*  had  officers,,  and  gave  all  the 
affiftanee  that  was  cither  dcGred,  or  could  be  expe&edf  to  the 
^verallgovoraoffi  of  ouriettlement^  in  that  part4)f  the  worUL 
3a  bi^vojrage  homcj  he  naet  with  no  Bccidents:tliat  either  retarded 
his  .paflagffy  0r  added  to  the  misfortunes  be  had  already  inc( 
with  I  but  arrived  hfelj  at  8t.  Helen%  on  the  ninth  of  Oc* 
aobeTf  i7'4'i»  with  the  fleet  and  trani^poas  under  bis  coov- 
«uEnd^« 

On  the^i^tl^  thefoldiers  having  all  had  their  quarters  aflign^ 
"ed  thcniii  and  f  be  praufports  betn^  direfted  to  the  feveral  .portf 
where  the  regicnents  were  to  debark,  the  admiral^  havii^  ha4 
leave  for  that  p«Fpofe»  fet  ou:  for  London*  On  the  15th,  thr 
admiral's  (hip,  in  which  be  bad  boifted  bis&g,  the  Edgar,  ^ 
«hird  rate,  of  70  guns,  blew  ly  at  i>pitbead,.b7  which  fevera^ 
ifttindred  ieainea  were  'lofl;,  with  all  Sir  Irlovenden  Walker'^ 
^urniiure^  ftores,  and  poblic  piipers,  book«i^  draughts,  journah^ 
^charts,  ^,  the  officers  original  demands,  fi^ppUes,  and  re- 
wceipts  'y  which  was  certainly  a  very  great  misffrtune  to  him,  and 
4«ich  a  one  aft  did  by  no  means  deferve  to  be  heighieoed  by  aay 
^roun^li^fs  or  ^nalicious  refleftions  ^  which«  however,  were  »oe 
iTparcd  upen  that  melancholy  occaJBoti.  That  very  evening,  Sir 
liovenden  waited  upon  fecretary  St*  John,  who  espre^Tcd  a(i 
extraordinary  concern  on  the  mifcarriage  of  the  expedition.. 
•On  the  lythf  the  admiral  was  introduced  to  the  ^ueen  flgp 
mrindibr^  by  ibe  dufce  of  Sfafcwibury;  «whca  ber.am|e(ly  x<^ 


Jufeph  Soanes,  'jCharles  CkurchiU, 

John  MitchcU,  WtUUm  WiinlMAe^ 

"K.  Arrit,  .  M.  XcmpenfeU, 

^.  WaUottt  }^P^  Oa^oiif 

Henry  Gore,  T.  Kirk, 

<G,  Paddofiy  H,  Difnejr, 

John  Winder,  -flirhard  Kane, 

Joho  CockbnrOa  Samuel  Vetch, 

Jamei  Cook,  Cba.  Waltoo. 

-f  Boirchet'f  naval  hiftory,  p.  791.    Tbe^  complete  hiClorj  of  Earope^  for  >7ri» 
0*  .174*    Mercofe.hiftorique  et  poiitiqutf,  tom^  It.  p.  ^34, 
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eeiTed  bim  verf  kindlf,  gave  him  her  hand  to  kHs»  and  tekl 
fce  \^s  glad  to  fee  hini\ 

•  The  rcflcftiona  made  by  Mr.  fccretary  Burchet,  QpOD  ih» 
c^peditioD,  are  (b  extraordinary,  and  fo  out  of  his  vfiial  way  of 
writing,  that  I  cannot  help  laying  them  before  the  readc^-y  with 
^  fe^  remarks.  *«  Thus  ended,^  fays  hei  <(  an  expedkian  (b 
<^  chargeable  to  the  nation,  and  from  which  no  advantage  codd 
f^  reafonably  be  e3pe£led»  confidering  how  unadi^fedly  k  waf 
'<  fet  on  foot,  by  thoTe  who  nnrArd  k  upon  falfe  fc^oftions 
^<  and  reprefentations.  Befidcs,  it  occafioned-  our  drawing 
4^  from  pur  army  m  Flanders,  under  the  command  of  his  grace 
^  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  at  teaft  fix  thoufand  men  ;  where, 
f*  inftead  of  beating  up  and  down  at  iea,  they  might,  under  his 
«  aufpicioQs  condufV,  have  done  their  country  ibrrkre.  Nay, 
u  there  may  be  added  to  the  misfortunes  abroad,  an  unlucky 
'<  accident  which  happened  even  at  their  return  on  our  eoaiA^ 
«  for  a  (hip  of  the  fqnadron,  called  the  kdgar,  of  70  guns, 
«c  had  not  been  many  days  at  an  anchor  at  Spithctd^  'ere  (bf 
<*  what  caufe  is  unknown)  (he  blew  up,  and  all  the  mca  wbkk 
^*  were  on  board  her  periQied*.** 

The  firft  part  of  this  obfervation  is  taken  from  Sir  Ho^pendca 
talker's  letter ;  but  whereas  he  fays  plainly,  that  as  tbeicheme 
was  contrived  by  the  people  of  Mew  England,  fo  it  was  ruined 
throngh  their  ill  eondufb ;  yet,  as  it  ftands  with  Mr.  Burchet, 
it  looks  rather  like  a  reflc^Hon  on  the  adminiftration.  The  de« 
lign  ttfclf  was  undoubtedly  good ;  it  \ras  thought  of  before ;  rt 
w^s  attempted  foon  after  the  re^ution.  All  thtqittog  men  in 
^sTorth  Atnerica  fav?  pot  only  the  expediency,  but  the  oecd&tf 


1»  5«  ?»»■  H(>Tcndcft  Walker's  accqnnr,  p.  155,  i j5,  ^urchct's  nafal  biilorri 
p.  781.  pointer's  chrnnulogtca)  hi(l>>ry,  vol.  ti   p.  685.  ' 

IScehU  naval  hxHory,  p.  7^1.  What  fcemf  to  have  4r  iwn  fo  much  rdoic* 
ment  np^n  $:r  Hovencfp  Wajkcr  was,  his  being  ^nfidered  a»  •  faYoiiticc  of 
this  admintOration.  At  thf  change  of  the  mtitftryi  he'  wat  foperintcndant  at 
I^K  nr.outi ,  and  «;as  promoted  to  the  Vacant  ^ag  in  the  month  of  March  if  it, 
as  he  tcls  us  himftl-,  one  of  regard  to  i'eniDrity.  |ii  the  month  of  Aprl,  he 
was  kntghted,  and  appointed  Commander  in  chief  of'this  expedition,  in  whick 
his  ronduA  appeared  10  iiule  blameab'e  to  her  maje(iy,  and  ber  council,  that,  as 
we  (hail  fee  hereafter,  he  was  again  appointed  commander  in  chief  In  the  VTeft 
1 7dies,  ifl  order  (o  rclic^jc  commodore  LIlthtOD^  and  dtfeharoed  his  uuft  tkcte  with 
g-  ;:at  rcpuuuoA* 
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of  it,  and  that,  in  (aft,  the  thtng  fteod  tfaos  y  we  muft  either 
ufe  our  fupefiority  for  thedeftru^on  of  the  French,  or  espeA: 
deftro&ion  firom'  thetfi^  w^ien,  thfotigk  our  negleA,  and  tbeir 
own  diligence,  the^  became  fuperior  eo  tis^  '  It  was,  thereforey 
220  ofajedion  at  all,  either  to  the  afimihiftratfon,  or  to  admiral 
^aikksr,  that  their  thoughts  were  ib  much  bent  on  a  nsatter  of 
lb  high  con&quenco-totbe  -cooafperce-afid  navigation  of  Great 
Britain  \  cfpecially  at  fuch  a  juncture,  when j  if  we  had  iucceed- 
od  iv' duf  de6gn,  the  pofleffion  of  Canada  muft  have  been 
yielded  to  m  by  a  peace.' 

r :  1  be  (bort  vi^tioUing  of  the  fleet,  w^ii^h  fome  have  interprets 
cd  as  a  proof  that  the  miniftry  were  not  in  earned,  was^,  in  h&i 
»a  evidence  of  the.CDiitrary ;  for,  if  fh'lB7-had  intended  to  mako 
a.fliew  only,  they  would^moft  certaitily  have'. vi£tpaUed'the;fi6i^ 
tor  the  .whole  voyage.     But  then^  this  wbuld  have  diife«vfii^4 
the  defign  long  before  they  failed }  and  it  is  moft  certain,  that 
by  following  the  contrary  method,  the  fecret  was  very  well 
kept'.    In  the  next  place,  it  is  no  Icfs  certain,  that  Sh-  Movch- 
4ea  arrived  in  Boftoo  in  very  good  time  ^  and  if  the  people  of 
New  England,  inftead  of  that  backwardnefs  which  they  ^pre£» 
fed,  and  which,  as  appears  from  fome  intercepted  letters,  was 
in  part  conceived  to  be  occaConed  by  the  Intrigues  of  fome 
French  agents  among  them ;  I  fay,  i(,  inftead  of  this  back- 
wardnefs, they  had  ihown  that  zeal,  that,  from  their  duty  to 
their  mother-country,  their  own  warm  profeflions,  and  the  in- 
tered  they  bad  in  the  execution  of  this  defign,  might  well  have 
been  expelled,  the  fcheme  could  not  have  failed* 
'    8o'tt)at,  upon  the  whole,  there  is  not  the  leaft  ground' for  iiiy« 
ing,  that  the  bnd  troops  were  worfe  employed  under  the  com- 
mand of  general  Hill,  than  they  would  have  been  in  Flanders 
trader  the  duke  of  Marlborough  ;  1  fay,  there  is  no  ground  for 
affirming  this,  uhlefs  it  can  be  fuppofed,  that  the  Dutch  bat-iner 
is  a£lually,  and  iona  ji^e^  of  greater  confequence  to  thfs  natibn, 
than  our  colonies  and  commerce ;  and  I  muft,  for  my  Qwp  part^ 
confefs,  that  I  can  never  be  much  prepoflefled  in  favour  of  a 
writer  of  naval  hiftory,  who  would  infiniiate  fuch  things  to  his 
reader.    Yet  all  he  fays  of  this  fort,  is  a  very  trifle,  when  com- 
pared wUh  that  moQ  injurious  fuggeftioni  as  to  the  blpwing  up 
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<iF  fbe  Edgftr  \  wktck  Itm  the  bigheft  miaforcune  to  the  admtp 
ci],  and  therefore  it  is  batrbaroas  in  the  laft  degree  to  impute  it 
lo  bim  u  SI  dtfgrace  4  ttajr,  the  veqr  jtur»  given  to  it»  is  at  fillf 
as  it  18  malicious  ;  for  if  tJie  I06  of  the  Edgar  had  been  a  thing 
eontrtvedf  it  might  m  all  probabUir^  have  been  difeofccvd  i 
whereas^  being  purely  accidenul,  and  aU  the  men  in  her  being 
hlown  up»  it  was  fito^jr  impofiblo  che  cauft  of  this  aecidcnt 
fliould  e^er  be  known* 

Another  partjr  writer  ka$  treated  this  estpedttion  as  feraelj, 
but  with  more  wit,  ipirit,  and  decency^  than  tbe  fecretarji  and 
to  ihew  my  io>partialit)r»  1  have  Inferted  his  reOeaioM  at  the 
bottom  of  the  .page  J.  Hzpfj  would  it  be  for  us,  if  left  of  par. 
<r,  and  more  of  ptiUk  (ptrit,  appearei  in  our  hiftorians  ;  if  the 
4efigaof  every  expedition  was  impartially  reprefented,  and  ju« 
Itioe  done  to  fuch  coamandcrt  aa  did  their  beft  to  ferse  the  na« 


fc  Tlic  bUmi^  119  of  the  Sd^w.  tti  the  «^  of  Olbher,  wk  dcrtainlf  a  vtry 
4ra4^id  aocidcnt  j  lioee,  befidcs  her  «rew,  there  «rere  forty  or  fifty  people  horn 
iPortrmouth  aod  Gorport.  whm  went  to  fee  their  frfendr,  Xhc  commUli  n  oficen 
tH  the  pjod  fortaneto  be  on  Bron.  Vbtf  made  it  fiili  the  worfii  ww,  that  ear 
ftamtn  had  «  iMlUn  of  iu  being  verjr  oiiilnou«,  bectuia  k  vat  the  okUft  Qiir  ia 
Che  niTy^  and  fome  went  To  far  as  to  affirm^  chat  it  wai  aAually  the  ibip  ia  mhitk 
(ling  Edgrr  fA^ed,  fome  part  of  the  c  Id  vefiel  being  conflantly  preferiM  I  every 
time  that  (he  had  been  tfbuiit«  fa  diatthefe  were- all  ingredienta  towarda  Magfti- 
f^rtg  the  difaftert  of  the  Canada  CKpeditioa  j  aitd  f  nwob  wonder  that  this  tradi- 
4*M0  did  not  fi^d  a  place  in  Mr*  £arebet*s  hiAory« 

I  The  laibor  referred  to  in  the  tfxt.  Dr.  Hare,  was  then  i  reverend  divioe,  ard 
afterwards  a  right  reverend  preUte  of  oQr  church,  who,  in  a  treatife,  inrhied.  The 
allies  and  the  talc  minifVry  icfeodad  sgaioil  France,  p.  st«  writes  thus,  **  |t  w«a 
**  plain,  by  the  accoont  given  pf  the  eiepedHioB,  thai  it  «^aa  cot  oiercly  an  ace  - 
^*  dent,  or  any  treachery^  that  waf  the  caufe  of  the  <mircarnagei  but  a  Odinpliey 
**  tion  of  many  difficulties.     For  firft,  eontinees  he,  we  are  told,   th#t  the  rtv.r 
'(  St.  Laurence  is  navigable  onlf  at  one  time  of  the  ytar.     We  let  that  flfp;  bat 
'^  if  we  had  ntckM  the  flaie,  we  eoala  not  have  failed  up  that  river  arithoiti  very 
^  ahU  pilots*     We  had  none  z  if  we  h<ul  taken  the  proper  tine,  and  been  pr«vi- 
«  4cd  with  good  pilots  none  but  flitpc  of  acer>ain  hordes  c«n  go  up  the  river ; 
**  all  onr  men  af  war  w«re  too  big.     But  if  time,  and  pilots,  aad  Ihipi  had  been 
«<  the  AMsft  proper  for  the  enterprize,  we  fliosid  hvve  had  provifiona  for  mote 
••  monthf ,  than  we  had  tswekt,  to  fubift  the  ieet  and  troops  during  the  winter. 
**  And  what  ta  aiire,  if  we  bad  gene  ia  the  pioper  time ;  if  we  had  liad  good 
«  pi'ots,  if  we  had  carried  propec  ibips,  an4  had  lain  in  fafficient  provifiooa,  ii  is 
*^  faid  the  enemy  were  Co  wdl  prdvtded  for  a  defence,  thic  our  forces  were  not 
•«  laffident  V though  both  titiops  aoJ.offiden  ivert  ib  godd,  that  aoibidg  wonli 
K  have  been  warned  00  their  (de.^* 

tioai 
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^tm'f  and  vere  dlfappointed  ^  accidents,  that  they  could  not 

either  forcfcc  or  avoid. 

We  are  now  to  return  home,  and  to  eonfider  -what  pafled  in 
pariiamem,  and  elfewhere,  relating  to  the  fobjeft  of  this  work  ; 
and,  in  the  firft  place,  we  are  to  obferve,  that  as  the  parliament 
fat  very  late  in  the  Axmnier,  fo  great  pains  were  taken  to  diieo* 
"ver  as  many  orerfights  in  the  conduA  of  the  late  mtniflry,  and 
that  in  as  many  branches  of  the  public  bttfinefs  as  it  was  poQi- 
ble.  Among  tbefe,  the  commons,  on  the  4th  of  June,  i7ii» 
thought  fit  to  introduce  the  affairs  of  the  fleet  in  the  followiDg 
terms: 

«  With  regard  to  the  debt  of  the  navy,  we  find  that  one 
^  great  dtfcouragement  and  burden,  which  that  part  of  the  fer* 
^  vice  has  lain  under,  has  been  from  a  liberty  that  has  been 
^  ufed  of  diverting  feveral  fums  iffucd  to  that  fervice>  and  tr anf- 
<*  ferring  them  to  other  purpofes,  for  which  they  were  not  in- 
«f  tended ;  particularly,  that  the  fum  of  fix  hundred  and  fix 
^  thovfand,  eight  hundred  and  fix  pounds,  feven  fluHin^s  and 
•*  feven  pence,  belonging  to  the  navy,  has  been  paid  for  provi- 
^  fions  fupplied  to  land  forces  fent  to  Spain  and  Portugal,  and 
*  for  the  garrifon  of  Gibraltar ;  fen-  which  no  dedu£iions  have 
«  been  made  from  the  pay  of  thofe  forces,  nOr  any  part  of  that 
*<  fum  re-affigned  to  the  vif^ualling,  notwlthdanding  the  feveral 
**  a£ks  of  parliament  provided,  and  the  many  letters  written, 
<<  and  rcprefentations  made  to  the  treafury  in  that  behalf.  This 
<<  unjttftifiaUe  proceeding  has  been  a  diiconragement  to  the  fea«» 
**  men,  occalioned  the  paying  extravagant  rates  upon  con- 
^*  trails,  and  has  very  much  contributed  to  fink  the  credit  ot 
*<  the  navy. 

^<  To  this  we  may  add,  the  many  notorious  embezzlements^ 
^  and  fcandalous  abufes,  which  appear  to  have  been  prudlired, 
**  as  well  in  the  management  of  your  majefly's  brewboufe,  a« 
<(  in  the  contrails  for  furnifhing  the  navy  with  beer.  We 
•'  have  already  prcfumed  to  addrefs  your  majefty,  that  feveral 
**  perfons,  whom  we  difcovered  to  have  been  guilty  of  thofc 
**  frauds,  fibouUi  be  profecuted  at  law  for  their  offences,  and 
♦'  we  entirely  rely  upon  your  majcfty's  mod  grac'KJus  aflurance, 
<*  that  thofe  profccutions  Ihall  be  efieftually  carried  on  :  bat 
♦*  \Yt  rauft  alfoy  upon  this  occafion^  beg  leave  further  to  repre^ 

«  fent 
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*f  fent  to  your  majefty,  that  the  commiffioners  appoiatnf  fo 
<<  take  care  of  the  vi£iuafling  your  majeily's  aavjr,  have  beea 
<^  guilty  of  great  negligence  and  remiiTners  in  their  ducj^  for 
'*  the  xn(lru£lion8  which  go  along  with  that  coaaniifliooy  arcfb 
<<  well  adapted  to  the  preventing  thofe  very  abufes  which  have 
<'  been  committed,  that  nothing  but  a  notorious  miffnani^* 
<'  ment  in  that  office,  and  an  inexcufable  ncglc£t  in  purfmoj 
**  thofe  inftruftions,  could  have  given  way  to  the  great  lots  the 
<5  public  has  fuftained  in  that  part  of  the  fervice  "■." 

To  this  the  queen  was  pleafed  to  give  the  following  vcfj 
gracious  anfwer :  **  Gentlemcni  this  reprefentation  gives  me 
«  freih  aillirances  of  your  zeal  for  my  fervice,  and  for  the  true 
f<  intereft  of  your  country.  It  contains  many  particulars.  I 
«<  will  take  them  all  into  ferious  confideratioui  and  give  the  se* 
«  ceffary  directions  to  redrefs  the  grievances  you  coaiplain  oL 
<<  Be  aflured,  that  your  advice,  upon  all  occafions,  has  the 
^  greateft  weight  with  me**.'* 

The  change  of  the  miniftry,  and  the  change  of  meafures, 
made  it  extremely  rcquifite  to  countenance,  in  the  bigheit  de- 
gree, whatever  had  the  appearance  either  of  public  frugality,  or 
encouraging  our  navigation,  commerce,  and  influence  abroad,iuch 
an  influence,  I  mean,^  as  might  be  beneficial  to  our  trade  ^  and 


B'Snme  of  oar  p^lit'cal  writen  hvrt  infiniiitcdi  thtt  all  thit  wat  tfce 
9fTe€t*  of  party  reremmeat,   and  a  contrivance  of  the  new  miniilry,  to  mift' 
prefent  the  oH,  as  the  reader  may  find  at  Urge,  in  the  biftory  written  hy  Mr« 
'  O!dmixon,  who  talcis  a  great  deal  of  pains  t->  fiiew,  that  thefe  renforet  vr^e  a> 
iolotely  f  ronndlcit ;  "but  bifhop  Bornct,  who  bad  no  kft  refpcA  for  the  olc  as* 
fiiftry,  and  as  gre^t  oppoitunitiea  of  knowing  the  tiutb  of  things  aa  Mr,  OUsnivoat 
gfvet  tti  quite  another  account  of  the  mat  cr,  w.hich  it  may  not  be  amiia  ro  ghrt 
thereadfr  in  hit  own  words.     <*  Harlcy/*  fa)S  he,  **  in  *he  houfe  of  comm».ilt 
*'  led  them  to  ioqiire  in'o  Cme  abufei  in  the  viOualPttj  the  ojvys  rhey  had 
'*  been  pablicly  p  af^if-d  for  many  yean,  fome  have  faid,  ever  fiace  the  te^cra. 
**  tion.     The  abtife  wrs  vifihle,  but  ronnived  t*,  that  frvera)  expenrei  might  he 
**  anfwerrd  that  way :  faose  have  faid,  that   the  captain!  tabl«i  were  kept  ool 
«  of  the  gain  made  in  it.    Ye'  a  member  *i  the  houfet  who  waaa  Whig,  mat 
<*  complaine-i  cf  for  this,  and  expelled  the  hrufe;  and  a  p'ofecotion  was  ordcied 
«<  »gainn  him  \  but  ^he  abule  g(«s  on  ft  til,  as  aw>we.'h  at  et«r.     H^re  v  at  a  fUw 
*<  of  teal,  and  a  fecming  dlfcorery  of  fraodaieiK  praAicea,  by  which  the  aatioe 
««  wa«  dc  eived." 

'  n  Ch>ndler*s  debases,  vol.  it.  p  aai.     The  complete  biftory  bf  Sttiopei  lor  tbt 
fear  xyi X;  p>  >3<*    B  '.yc^*s  iifit  of  queen  Aone,  p.  499. 

•      •  with 
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^irii  ^  VieWicf  thefe,  the  cammons  followed  their  repre&ntatioo, 
upon  the  7th  of  the  fame  moothf' wiUi  tbe'ioUowiiig  refbliitions 
to  addrels  the  queen,  <<  To  appohit  perfons  to  inquire  hitb  the 
*<  number  arid.qinJjty  of  the  forces  in.  her  majefty^  pa^  in  Spaih 
<<  and  Portugal  ^nd  to  eiamine  the  ftatc  of  the  paymehts  and 
*<  accbuntsrelatiiig  to  the  (aid  forces,  and  to  die  garrifons  and 
^<  fdrtificatiods  of  Gibraltar  and  fort  Mahon ;  and  alfo  the  ac* 
^<  counts  of.  the  I  agent  vi^lualltrS}  and  comtnifliohers  of  ftordi 
«<  in  thofe  parts." 

They  alfe  Moivcd  to  pnfedt  two  other ;  one,  «  That  IH^ 
*<  vqiii'd  hie  pleafed  to  take  fu^h  meafures  as  hcrmajefty  Ihould 
^  judge  moft  proper,  far  fupportin^  the  fettleoiehts  in  Africa, 
**  and  pre&rtie  the  Afriean  trader  till  (bme  other  proiifion  be 
*<  mi^  by  tiarliainent  for  the  (ane ;  and  that  her  magefty  would 
*^  take  into  cohfidbration  the  nature  of  that  trade,  andhow  it 
^<  might  -be  beft  tarried  on  for  th<^  fetvice  of  the  kingdom." 
The  other,  <^  That  an  account  be  hud  before  this  houfe  the  bc^ 
^<  ginning  of  hett  feflioh  of  pju-liaoienti  of  the  diflributioh  in- 
^  tended  to  be  n>aUe  of  the  debettttiies  directed  io  be  delivered 
^*  by  the  coilimiffioners  of  trade  and  plantations;,  for  the  relief 
^<  of  the  fifferers  in  the  iflands  of  Nevis  and  St.  Chriftopher's, 
4<  and  the  re-fettlements  made  there  by  the  faid  fuSercrs." 
The  biftfinefit  of  tbb  nation  having  beeti  thiis  fufficiently  pro- 
vided ibr,  the  <|ueen  thought  proper^  on  the  i^th  of  the  &me 
taoothof  Jitney  to  put  ah  end  to  the  fcffion  by  a  prorogation  ^. 

Ih  the  recefs  of  parliament^  the  new  mintftry  was  completed, 
ynd  they  had  time  to  form  and  regulate  their  defigns.  Robert 
Harley,  £fq;  who  Was  then  at  the  head  of  it;  had^  a  little  be* 
fore  the  Hfiog  bf  th^  houfes,  bi^n  created  earl  of  Oxford,  and 
carl  fi^Mlimer,  aiid  had  the  (lafF  of  lord  high-treafurer  deliver- 
hd  to  Urn;  in  order  to  give  the  greater  iuftre  to  his  miniftry  p, 
^imI  Charles  Benibn,  Efq;  was  conftituted  chancellor  and  un- 
der-trcafiirer  of  the  Exchequer  ^»  A  new  commiffion  was 
granted  for  the  board  of  trade  and  plantations,  at  4he  htad  of 

*  BiiHiet*!  biilory  «f  hi*  own  times,  toI.  ti.  p.  561.  Boyer*&  life  of  qoeeo 
Aaae,  pw  ^06.    The  complete  biftory  of  Eorope,  for  1711 »  p.  232,  » 35. 

1^  Bornet'k  hiftory  of  his  own  rimes,  vol.  H.  p.  5 69.  Oldnni^on*>  faiftory  o( 
iftit  ftmarif.  Vol.  il.  p.  ztfr, '  London  Gnette,  H^.  4852,  4^'4. 

«  London  Ot2ctte,  IP.  4857, 

Vol.  m.  O  0  which 
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.^htch.  was  Charles  earl  of  WiDcbelfea'}  and  tilt  lord-keeper 
HarcQViiv  vaa  mifed  t(r  tb&idpgtee  of  a  bason  of  this  rcaioi  K 

Such  otber  promotioss  were  made^  as  beft  fwted  witb  Ac  de^ 
figns  of  the  new  mknkty^  whoj '  towards  the  end  ef  the  year, 
ibewcd  plainly  dieir  inclination  to-  a  pea<^B1  wliicb^  botverer, 
ihev  were  fprced  to  maoage  with  very  great,  cantion*  Meitber 
was  it  withotit  mucb.aniuetf » that  tbcy  conAdeiol  the  approach 
o£  the.  nest  feffion-  of  pat'lkamettt;  earfy>in  the  month  of  Deoeoi- 
befi  as  indeed  they  had  good  reafon^  fince  it  «te  fcaown,  before 
tbe  meetifig  of .  the  hdufes,.  that  tbe. lords  would  very  ftrottgly 
xeprefent  agautft  the  making  ady  peace,^  by  whkh  Spm  add 
she  Weil  Indira  were  left  to  tbe  botife  of  Bovrbeo. 

On  the  7th  of  December ^  the  queen  Oftened  the  ieflfen  with 
a  fpeechf  is  which  ihe  fpoke  auicfa  of  peace^of  .the  imptovrs. 
snent  of  commesce  ^  of  tafing  she  people  ^  of  refomung  almfe> 
6f  maintaming  the  poor;  aiut^  in  Ihort!,  of  every  diingehae  was 
proper  to  conciliate  tbe  mind»»af  inodenitepeoplt^  who  were 
not  fo  folicicous  about  paorties^ascdciirotts  of  feeing-  dmr  conti^ 
try  happy^'  The  hotiie  of  lords  entered^. bewevevy  npcm  the 
DMafiupes  that  were  expe&ed "  i  bnt  the  commons-  eompEed 
tnoTc  readily  with  the  inclinations  of  theconrt  r  aoda*  ibte  aa 
tbe  eftimates  were  laid  before  them,  eamo'to  a  reftlMsM,  that 
40,000  feamen,  includtng  8ooo  marines^  (hould  be  employed 
icfr  the  fea.fenrice,  and  that  180,000  pounds  Sionid  be  grained 
fer.  the  ordinaiy  of  the  navy.  They  iihewife  gran&d  all'  that 
%as  required  for  the  fervice  of  the  war^  and  made  provifions 
for  raiiing  tbe  m^ty  fum  girefi  for  the  fervicee  of  that  year^ 
and  which  amounted  to  no  lefs  than  6»6  j6s5^7  potrada^  very 
earljT).  and  idtb  a  remarkable  c?iearfulnefs  $  fo  that  it  looked  as 
if  the  miniftry  were  determmed  to  make  a  peace  fwoid  iir  hand^ 
and  to  take  nro  ftep  that  might  poflMy  eneoerage  the  enemy  to 
think  we  would  ky  down  our  -annS|  till  att  the  ead#  ef  tbe 
grand  alliance  v^eve  effetlualfy  ae^ercd  *'• 


r  London  Gazette,  K^.  43tfx>.  *  l^ndoii  G«>ettr,  N^.  ^f6. 

t  Annals  of  qaeen  Anne,  vol.  x.  p.  x8a»  Cfatndler**  dchat^,  toL  it.  p.  aa4 
London  Gazette,  N^.  1936.  u  Burnet*!  history  of  hU  own  timc^  ?dL 

ii.  p.  583.  ^  Boyer's  Rfe  of  queeii  Anne,  Pf  jiS,  .  The  complete  hifi«>rf 

of  Europe,  for  x  7 1 1 9  P*  4^x  •    Pointci's  chrooolo^iail  hiftoriM^'  ^pU  it  p.  700. 


•Sir 


'«r  Qjr^'tK    ANNE.'    ':  apti. 

John  Leake  was  aow  lit  ihc  head*  of  the  adoaraby,  odid^ 
in  that  quality  managed  the  buSnefs  of  the  bo^rd  in  the  hcnhr 
of  •coa»i9<>n94  ^a^d  as  thefeaibn  for  aAien  adtMccd^  he  receiv- 
ed  acomnHfion  to  cotnjmsmd  again  ja  the  •chaoneiy  at  he  bad 
done  the  year  hcforC4  aad  the  comBsand  of  the  fquadronio  the 
^Soundings  was  left  to  Sir  Tboaaas  Hardy^  whoTe  proceedings 
we  ihall  nefti  refume,  as  a  proper  totfodiidtoa  to  the  operationa 
t)f  the  year  «  74  a*  Tb«  mhcr»  becatife  the  grand  Aset  did  little 
«Dos«  this  yeari  ^han  convoy  a  body  of  troops,  commanded  hf 
.UevtcnaQ(-gen«ral  Hill)  who  were  fent  to  take  pofieffion  ti 
Dimkirki;  which  fcrvice  endcd«  they  returned  into  the  Downs  *^ 
te(|  as  So  Sir  Thomas  Hardy,  he  wconttnued  to  aA  effedually, 
asd  to  take  aithe  cart  that  was  in  Jiia  power  to<diftrefs  the 
<mtmf  m  sheir  naval  .concornSt  till  his  diUjence,  in  this  refpe^- 
'waa  ittperfeded  by  the  conclofion  of  the  peace* 

*.Bzthf  in 'the  fpring,  he  had  intelligence  of  the  return  of  M« 
>dtt  Cafiefirom  America,  for  whom  he  croieed  with  the  utmoft 
dMigence  during  the  whole  montb  of  February }  but  with  little 
^r  mo  fiiccofsy  except  .picking  tip  now  and  then  ibme  fnoaU 
IVrench  ^efiels;  He  watched  with  the  fame  affidoity  for  M.  du 
<Saai  Trouin^  but  mu  again  ditappointed*  In  4he  beginning 
^  the  month  of  Auguft,  Sir  Thomas  cfaaccd  Hk  ihips^.and  a 
tartan*  tJoc  of  thetn  immediately  hoifted  a  broad  white  pen«> 
•qant  at  the  main-top»ma(U)ead,  ihortened  fail*  and  made  a  fig* 
fsal  for  the  line  of  battle ;  and  then  tacked,  and  flood  towards 
faim,  «pon  a  fi^>pofition,  as  it  was  afterwardf  owoed^  that  our 
«ddps  were  privateers  from  ^ofliiiig,  with  two  priees;  but 
mbtan  Aey^came  nearer  ^and  found  their  miftake,  tb«y  kept  their 
wind,  and  did  all  they  ^ould  to  make  their  efcape,  our  (hips 
|liir(ut»g  them  lirith  the  utmoft  diligence. 

-  About  £ve  in  the  afternoon,  the  admiral  came  *op  with  the 
biggeft  of  them,  which  was  the  Griffin,  a  kin^s  fiifp,  but  then 
in  the  fcrvice  of  the  merchants  ^  It  was  commanded  by  the 
<;hevalier  d'Aire,  knight  of  the  order  of  Sr*  I^ewis,  who  fliorr 

^ened  fail  immediately,  brought  to,  and  Xent  ibme  of  bis  ofBcer^ 

• 

•  >  ti«rciire  hiftorlqoe  et  politique,  torn.  itii.  p.  100,  iot«  ,f  Barchet'f 

Jiaval  hiftory,  book  v.  chap.  xftuv«    lAdumdt  vol.  ii.    Mercnre  hlftorique  ct  po- 
'liclqiie,  torn.  liii.  p.  333. 
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on  board  oor  flag,  to  inferm  hins  that  h«  was  botind  with  baie 
goods  for  La  Ver^  Cruz,  and  that  before  he  (ailed  fihotn  Brefi, 
^  had  received  letters  from  Paris,  importing,  that  m  a  few 
days  he  migbt  haye  bad  the  queen  of  Engfamd^  piA  \  but  that 
his  friends  adrifed  him  not  to  lofe'  a  wind,  in  order  to  wait  fbr 
it ;  but  Sir  Thomas  told  the  Iteutenant,  that  if  thc^  had  no 
pafs,  he  fliould  look  on  the  (hip  as  a  good  prize ;  and  acoofd- 
linglj  fent  his  own  lieutenant  to' take  pbfleffion  of  her,  bimicif, 
nrhh  the  other  (hips  of  his  fquadroki,  continuing  the  chace. 
About  eleven  at  night,  the  Windfor  engaged  the  St*  Bfpnt,  a 
(hip  oif  thirty-fix  guns,  and  one  (lundred  feycnty-five  nesij  la- 
den with  bale  goods  for  Cadiz,  at^d  about  an  hour  after  (he 
blew  up,  juft  as  the  captain  had  given  orders  to  (irike;  bet  the 
captain,  with  about  thirty-five  men,  were  faved  by  our  boats. 
^e  Berwick  took  the  Adventure,  of  Havre  de  Grace,  carry- 
ing twelve  guns  and  for^y  mqi,  biund  for  Ifewibundiabd ;  bot 
the  mafter  producing  the  qtteen!s  pafs,  (he  had  leave  to  comiaae 
her  voyage*'    The  fame  (hip  took  aUb  the  Incomparable^  of  fijt> 
teen  guns,  1)ound  for  Martinico;  and  the  Ruby  jnan  of 
likcwife  took  a  fmall  French  (hip  of  twelve  guns,  which 
nlfo  called  the  Ruby,  bound  fbr  St.  Qomingo ;  fo  that  of  thk 
French  fquadron,  only  one  fhtp  of  eight  guns,  and  the  tanan^ 
efcaped*    The  Griffin  was  certainly  a  good  prtaiei  bat  oor  ni- 
iiifters  were  fo  very  defiro^s  of  pbiiging  their  new  friends,  that, 
after  a  long  fuit,  in  order  to  obtaiDj  the  coademna^oo  ef  the 
laid  vefiel.  Sir  Thomas  ^ardy,  and  f^e  ttik  of  the  captor^ 
were  obliged  to  accept  of  a  (um  of  mpoey,  fur  (hort  of  the  vafaie 
of  the  (hip  and  cargo,  which  has  been  juftly  coalidored  as  a 
hardfhip  upon  thtfe  brave  men  >/ 

Vice-admiral  Baker  was,'  in  the  heginniog  of  this  year,  at 
I^ifbon,  with  a  cooiiderable  fquadron  of  our  (hipa,  ftx>m  whepca 
^e  failed  on  tl^e  eighth  of  February,  in  order  to  oiiizc  o£ 


s.  Barchet,  OMmizdn,-  annali  of  (^necn  AnM,  eomptletc  hUlory  of  9arop(^ 
fir  th^  year  tiiv,  tnd  the  po!itk«^  treACiret  of  that  ye«r.  In  thcic  U(l  ncaoon; 
t6  pieces,  thift  affair  \%  verjr  warmly  treated.  The  truth  fecint  Co  have  bcn« 
tb4t  «i  this  JunOurCy  the  Eugliih  and  French  miniOry  f>ood  In  need  of  exk 
oi>'.cr»  inddlgcnce,  and' therefcuc  we  need  oot  wonder  at  a' traofaAioA  ctf  i5» 
firt,  cmmoo  enough  io  all  gcveriimcoci,  under  eiiCuiuH.QCes  of  ihe  likcsa- 

Cape 


Cape  St.  Mary't^  He  bad  not  been  long  in  tbnt  ftatidn^  be-, 
fore  he  rut  a  kngt  Spaniik  fbip  of  fixtjf  guns  oa  i2iorc»  upoQ 
the  Poftoguefe  coaft,  the  wiod  bemg  at  that  time  fo  high  thai 
they  durft  not  Tentare  near  her. '  The  iobabitants  of  the  coon* 
ttft  however,  weat  on  board  and  plundered  her)  the  cargo, 
confifling  of  Xugar»  coGoa,  fnuffi  hides,  and  twenty  thoufand 
pieces  of  eight  i^.  The  Tice^adiniral  prefented  a  menM)rial  to 
the  king  of  Portugal)  fetttng  forth  bia  right  to  her,,  and  de* 
manding,  that  the  effe£U  taken  in 'this  clandeftine  manner, 
ibottld  be  delivered  up  i  but  they  were  fo  effcAually  fecreted, 
that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  court  to  give  him  any  re- 
drefs^ 

On  bis  return  to  Liibon,  he  found  orders  froro  England  to 
cruise  with  five  (hips  of  war,  for  the  feourity  of  .the  bomeward- 
tl^und  JBira^il  fle^t,  on  which  fervice  the  court  of  Portugal  de^ 
4red  he  ipight  proceed  by  the  ptfa  of  April,  and  that  two  fri« 
gates  might  be  fent  with  their  outward»bound  Eaft  India  fleet 
a«  far  as  the  Madeiras^  The  vice-admiral  was  very  willing  to 
^mpljr  wi^  tbis)  but  the  difficuhy  was,  bow  to  do  it  without 
departing  from  )ii#  orders,  fince  he  bad  directions  from  the 
lords  of  the  admiralty,  to  fend  two  fliips  to  cruise  in  the 
(freights  m^uth ;  boweyerj  he  had  hopes,  that  the  Dutch.com- 
spaader  in  chief  would  have  ukep  care  of  this  Eaft  India 

On  the  feft  of  Aprils  arrived  a  convoy  with  proviilons  and 
liores  froflp  ]^gla<Hlf  wl^icl^  determined  him,  fince  the  Dutch 
had  difappointed  the  Portugucfc  in  their  expedatious,  to  fend  a 
fourth  rate  frigate  with  the  Eaft  India  ihips  as  far  as  the  weftcrii 
iflands,  and  to  crutfe  himfelf  for  the  Braxil  fleet,  in  fuch  a  fta- 
lion,'  as  tb^t  he  might  be  eafily  joined  by  the  beiore-mcntione4 
ihip)  and  at  the  fame  time  he  diipatcbcd  captain  Maurice,  with 

■  Surchct*!  tiMv^a  hiftorr,  book  T.  chip.  %%%r,  Mcrcure  hiftortque  et  po- 
liiMjMy  com€  lii.  p.  41%.  ^,  Ledivd's  naval  biftoiy,   voL  li« 

f.  S4i.  McrciiN  iiifior*tiic  «t  politi^ac,  tome  liu  p.  590*  AnnaU  of  ^ucfOa 
AaiM. 

«  Ait  tpplicatioAs  of  thf  kind  were  rtry  iii4ifec«:ly  recnvfri  at  thi*  cooit, 
ffpiB  the  bcftomiig  of  the  war  to  the  end  of  it;  which  uccafioocd  maosr  reflec- 
tions at  ho4i>e  upon  the  old  minlftry*  who  did  all  thtj  conid  to  di/goUe  ihcfii 
^ifchiefit  which  were  on  the  coorrary  rendered  as  pebUc  u  pAiCblt^,  lo  order- 
to  feive  their  oii^d  p^rpo(fs  ^  ^  ae% 

*  •  a  finaU 
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a  fiaaU  fi)iiadron^  to.  onaize  ia  the  Strains  mbii^  He 
tmiied  cruixitig  about- the  veOemiilanck  &rtGMecaliiioachf, 
voder  great  appreheniioiM,  thai  die  French  i^uadfiM  aadcr  the 
comaund.af  M.  Cafiard,  was  bound  for.  the  Braaik;  till,  at 
lafti  the  provUioiM  on  board  bis  fquadcon  beiag  re^xnocd  to  five 
veeks  at  ihort  allowance,  it  waa  neceflary  for  him  to  tfaiok  cf 
returniag  to  Portugal }  bat  being  ftiil  apprchenfi^  that  if  the 
Brazil  fleet  failed  before  the  French  £}uadroii,  the  latter  wouM 
tindoubtadlf  fellow  them  to  the  Tcreeras,  where  they  knew 
that  fleet  muft  refrefh;  be  refolved  toconfiiitte  in  hit  ftation  aa 
long  as  it  wae  poffibk,  in  order  to  whiehf  ^  engaged  the  Bor« 
tugucfe  to  furniih  him  with  thfee  weeks  frcft  pronfions.  On 
the  t  ith  of  September,  being  off  the  iflanda  of  Tereera,  he 
met  with  a  Pomignefe  frigate,  which  infarmed  him,  that'  he 
had  left  the  fleet  but  three  days  before,  and  thK  he  believed 
they  would  be  that  day  in  the  road  of  Angra,  the  chief  town 
in  the  iflaad  of  Tereera^. 

Soon  after  he  had  this  advice,  a  violent  ftorm  arofe,  wbich 
very  much  Ihattered  the  fliipt,  and  drove  him  fe  far,  that  he 
could  not  fetch  the  ifland  again  ^  and  judging  that  it  oiiift  alfo 
have  the  fame  effefl  on  the  Brazil  €eet,*  he  made  an  eafy  fail 
towards  Lifboni  m  order  to  pick  up  fach  as  flioiiki-be'ftraggKog 
from  their  convoys4  but  had  no  fight  or  intettigcoce  of  them, 
till  he  came  off  the  rock,  when  he  found  they  arrived  the  very 
day  before  he  made  the  Und ;  and  as  the  ceflation  of  arms  was 
ibon*after  ooncluded,  the  (quadron  of  Slips lueder  his  command 
was -calJed  home  *«-   •     »        - 

«    « •  oir 

;  d  Borchet*s  nivtl  hiftoi^,  p.  791,  791.    The  complete  liiftory  *f  Corofc. 
for  the  ycir  17 ia,     Mercarehift^iiqut  ct  politique,  tomclli.  p.  G^j. 

<  The  tuthor  of  the  conduA  of  (he  alliei,  ehtt  »,  the' late  csleb rated  Dr,' 
45wift,  eriticties  upon  thofe  articles  in  the  {raad  atlianctr,  bf  wMoli  v«  «crc 
hbiMd  to  take  fo  oMicb  care  '6fthe  conceriit'of  tbk  pHiice,  very  freefy.s^-i. 
*•  By  two  •riiclet  of  that  «retty,»*  fiyt  he,  «*  befidet'  iIm  hoRoar  «f  being  eon. 
«*  voyt,  and  guardi  In  ordinary  to  the  ^rtugoefe  (hlpt  and  coaAs«  we  are  w 
••  gueff  the  enemtct  tboBglitf ,  and  to  take  the  king  of  ?urtugal*i  word,  mhat* 
4«  ever  he  hath  a  f^acy  that  bi'ttMll  be  Inraded.  Vfc  aM  atfo  to  fninlSi  hha 
**  with  a  Ar^ngth  Aiperior  to  wb«t  the  enemy  inteodl  to  invade  any  of  liiff 
^  doofinl  ni  with,  let  that  be  what  it  will.  And  until  wt  know  «Kftt  the  cae- 
^  mie»  forcea  are,  bit  Potwgacfe  aaajefty  4l  fole  judge  what  ftresgtb  Is  fupe^ 
f  cior,  and  what  will  be  able  to  prevcK^va  Mai^af  aad  ir<ay  fend  o«f  fleeu 

**  whcocvt^ 


n 


"  ^9ir  56iiirJeiiMilgi  at  tfah  fiMe'Conmiatfd«d  thiK^gmfid  tfeet  in 
-the  MedhefnmeaRiy -Mid.fai  the  AioiHh'df  May  joined  the  IKitch 
vicc*aidtn)rtfl  wfttr  tfat  tranfports,  having  on  board  fix  chotifand 
Ate  htfndreiltineD,^  ifrhidi  were  put  on^  fhore  ih  two  days  time; 
And  his  iiD^riahma^fty  9iQfl  touni:  Staremberg,  prdCing  the 
heccfity  t}f"tmrpng  the  Cava[b7  over  from  Italy,  it  way  refol- 
ded chtvdhriral'flioilld  recurn  t^  Vad<>^'  frcJM  whence  he  failed 
with  the  tn^rfffMirttf  txi  the  twefity-fcvehthf  of  July,  arrived  ac 
Barcdona  <m  the  ftvcnth  of  'Augiift',  where,  foot»  ftfter,  he 
received 'the  i^efti^s  ^ordel'&'fer^  f^fpertfion  of  arms,  botli 
by  ikii%iiA  Aiihiy'MA  «* letfcr  frort  the  lord  VBcouht  BoUngl 
i>roA(ef  diM»AtRg^}i»  to'faffer  t  great  Frenth  eom*fleet  to  paffr 
unmolefted,  every  Oiip  of  which  he  mufl  otherwife  have  taken  i 
llfoMtMlthtte;  !0ldl%ti  '^^<hd1fskli  ^a$  no  longer  concerned 
ik^mitiury  op^fHidttV  yet'hcf  w«very  Ur  frdm  beiriglnacHvcf*, 
BuKt  he  mmfpoited  the  empf^fs-'mth'  her  rdtinuc)  from  Barce* 
k»Mi'topGeiioi%^cfoorred«thlrty't1)oufand  metr  at  twt)  embarka*- 
tsoMy  friMi  Cat;ilGni»  to  Naphrs,  and*  afterwards  carried  over 
the  dabe  aiidc dttcheft  of  SaVi^-^frMir  VAh'  ^raoc'^  to  their. 
Iiew"kitlgddiirt>f"8teily;  which',  th6ugh  ddne  ki  the  fticeeed- 
iiigytar,  rmtnthm  iu  Chk  fXsic;  that  I  *may  not  be  obliged 
to.returxi  into^the  Absttterraueaovnieiety  tt>  f^k  of  matters  of 
parades.   ^""-^  *:  'r" .  " 


«  ■^ .  ^.  p 
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**  whenerer  'he  pleafef ,  u^nn.  hh  errancff,  to  Comt  of  the  fartheft  paru  of  the, 
**  worMy  or  keep  tUfm  attending  Upon  hU  own  coaHs  till  he  thinks  fit  Co  dif^ 
KirilfsciMm;  TMTc  flceti  mttft  like^ife  be  fcbjeO  in  »ll  tMfigs.  not  only  to 
v..  the  king,  bat  Co  hit  ^Ureroys,  ft^nnraU,  tn^  g^ivcroon,  in  any  of  his  to^ 
**  fcisD.dofnioipiil,  when  he  it  in  tjil^vmopr  19  apprehend  aa  titv«&oo,  whicK 
*'  I  believe  U  au  indignity  that  was  never  ofTered  befure,  except  to  a  conquer- 
'*  ed  nation.  In  the  defer  five  aliaitce  ^i(h  fnts  crown^  whith  is  to  rem.m 
**  perperaa),  atfd  #berd  4011]^  Eitglan^  and  llofl^nd  a^e  parfie*  with  them ,  t^« 
'*  fame  car«»  in  aUoofi  the  titne  word«>  Is  taken  for  our  ftfet- to  attend  their 
**  coaQs  aird  foreign  dominions,  and  to  be  uncer  the  fame  obedience.  We,  and 
**  the  nates,  are  Iikewire  to  rnrnini  them  wiih  twelve  thotifftnd  men  at  our  oua 
**  thatgc,  which  we  are  condor. tly  to-recrbit>  and  tfaeic  are  to  be  fubjcO.  to  tlie 
•*  Portogae^  generals.*' 

f  Burchct's  navtl  hcftory,  hook  ▼.  ch»p.  xxxvi.  Mercare  hiflorttjue  et  po« 
]hi(|ue,  tome  liii.  p.  ijr.  tome  liv.  p.  475.  Her  imperial  mijefty  prcfented 
Sir  John  Jennings,  at  his  departure,  with  her  piAnre  fci  in  diamonds,  »nd 
gave  his  oepbe^  alfo  a  very  6ne  diaoiood  riAg,  S  Mtrcure  hi¥^o• 

li<}ue  et  politique,  tome  Iv.  p.  477*  ^       •  ' 

We 
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Wt  are  nest,  MCording  to  ebe  mecbod  Utherio  coii&My 
purfued,  tp  return  to  the  Weft  Indies,'  wbem  we  left  tmaatti^ 
dore  Littleton,  with  •  fmall  fqiudroo,  ptfotitftiog  the  trade, 
and  annoying  the  enemy  as  m«eh  as  his  ftcemth  wooU  peraiC} 
but  the  government  having  certain  iotelUgence,  thftt  the  Ficnch 
were  fending  a  confidersbk  force  into  that  part  of  the  world, 
in  order  to  diftarb  our  trade,  and  perhaps  to.tttaek  loBie  of  the 
Leeward  Iflands  \  the  eoart  thought  it  neceSary  to  Send  an  ofi* 
cer  of  rank,  with  a  confi4erable  fqoi^difoa  thither»  fior  whieh 
iervice  they  made  choice  of  tiir  UovtndM  Walker;  which 
ibews,  that  the  adminifiratiiHi  did  not  con^eife  he  had  brooght 
any  ftain  upon  them  by  his  oonduft  ixk  the  Canada  espcdi* 
tioa* 

He  received  his  oommiffion  in  the  beg^un^g  of  the  fMOth  of 
April,  and  on  the  a8th  of  the  fame  month  he  iailed  £tom  Si. 
Helen's,  w.ith  about  an  hundred  merchantf-fliipa  onder  his  cm* 
yojK  He  parted  on  the  4th  of  May^  being  thca  Ibwiucji 
leagues  from  Cape  Finifterre,.  with  the  Litchfield  and  Sooth* 
Sea>Caftle,  and  the  trade  bound  to  Porti^^i .  and  .arrimg  at 
the  Madeiras  with  the  Monmouth,  a  third  rate,  thoAogitft  and 
Centurion,  fourth  ratey,  the  Scarboraugh  and  Roebuek^  fifth 
rates,  and  a  frigate  of  twenty  guns,  it  was  determined  to  leave 
the  BarbaJoes  trade  there,  under  their  proper  convoj,.  cooiift* 
ing  of  the  Woolwich,  Svrallow,  and  Lime$  hot  that  fleet,  t^ 
king  in  their  wine  fooner  than  ufual,  failed  with  the  fquadroaon 
the  28lh  of  the  fame  month  for  the  Welt  Indiesi 

On  the  24th  of  June,  admiral  Walker  arrived  at  Aatigua^ 
where  the  governor  was  more  apprehenfive  of  an  infurre&iod 
amongft  the  inhabitants,  than  of  an  invaflon  ffom  the  French ; 
and  indeed  things  were  at  that  time  in  a  very  iinfettled  condi* 
tion  in  the  Leeward  Iflands,  where  the  governor,  colonel  Don* 
glas^  was  upon  almoft  as  bad  terms  with  the  people  as  his  pre- 
dcceflbr,  colonel  Parke,  whom  they  murdered  for  his  tyranni- 
cal behaviour.  Admiral  Walker  prbmifed  the  governor,  that  if 
any  thing  like  an  infurreftion  happened,  he  would  fend  him  any 
afliftance  he  fliould  require  from  Jamaica  j  bat  advifed  him  td 

,  ... 

b  Barchet*!  naval  hidorf,  bof>k  r.  chAp.  xxxiii:    Ledlird**  niral  IfiAorj, 

yoi.  li.  ji.  659*     Bjyec'4  life  of  queen  Anne. 

treat 
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threat  the  people  with  lenity^  ahd  to  confideri  that  ttiotigh  he 
was  fent  over  with  inftrudiions  to  profccutc  fuch  as  were  con* 
cemed  in  deiboying  the  late  governor^  yet  this  was  to  be  done 
in  a  legal  manner,  and  with  due  regard  to  the  liberty  of  thft 
fuh]t£kj  and  the  monftrous  provocations  they  had  received,  be- 
fore they  had  proceeded  to  extremities,  not  joftifiablc  indeed, 
but,  at  the  fame  time,  not  altogether  inexcufable.  But  thid 
governor,  who  was  fo  careful  of  his  own  fafcty,  gave  him  not 
the  leafl:  intelligence  that  a  French  fquadron  was  expc£ted  in 

• 

thofe  parts  %  though,  if  he  had  taken  any  pains  to  be  propcrly^ 
informed,  he  might  have  known  that  the  French  at  Martinico 
cxpcftcd,  at  this  very  time,  the  arrival  of  M.  CalTard,  with 
nine  men  of  war.  Sir  Hovenden  Walker  failing  from  thence> 
arrived  fafely  at  Jamaica  on  the  6th  of  July,  where  having 
made  the  neceflary  difpofitions  for  fcnrling  home  the  trade> 
and  (Rationing  properly  the  (hips  under  his  command,  he  re* 
ccived,  when  he  leaft  expefted  it,  the  news  by  an  advice- 
boat,  of  an  attempt  made  by  the  French  upon  Antigua  and 
Montferrat*. 

This  expedition  of  monficut  Caflard  dcferves  to  he  partictt* 
larly  taken  notice  of.  He  failed  from  Toulon  with  a  ftout  fqua* 
dron  of  the  king's  fhips,  and  is  faid  to  have  had  general  in- 
ftrufltons  to  annoy  their  enemies*  As  there  was,  even  at  this 
time,  a  negociation  carrying  on  between  the  Britilh  and  French 
miniftcrs,  it  is  furpriGng  that  the  latter  did  hot  give  him  ordcrjJ 
to  forbear  attacking  our  colonies,  till  fuch  time  as  he  received 
intelligence  from  France,  the  negleft  of  which  occafloned  great 
jnurmuring  in  England,  and  might  have  retarded  the  pen^",  \( 
the  news  had  arrived  before  it  Was  fo  fai^  advanced  *.     M.  Caf- 

fard 

- .  .  i  . 

!  Bnrchet*s  navtl  hidory,  p»  ^Ss.  Brltifh  em(>!fe  tn  Americat  Vol.  il.  p.  34^4 
and,  if  the  reader  is  inclined  to  inqt#re  pzrtfcularty  into  the  •ff.«ir  of  colonel 
Parkes,  Mr.  French*!  blltory  of  that  cranfaAion,  and  the  adfMrer  to  it. 

k  1  have  been  informed,  by  f^roe  who  were  very  well  acquainted  with  tht 
politic*  of  the  French  courl,  thai  this  expedition  <vas  prcjc^ed  i<i  rcvcrgc  of 
that  undertaicen  againft  Quebec,  of  which  the  French  have  quite  different  no- 
tions from  thofc  that  pfevailcd  here;  and  with  te^Con^  fincc,  h-)wever  it  uaj 
executed,  it  was  unqne(lionab!y  well  contrived,  efpecially  as  the  authors  of  ic 
had  even  then  a  pe«ce  in  their  heads,  by  which  they  would  witht»ut  dowbi  have 
got  any  conquefl  that  mi^ht  have  been  made  by  tlut  fleet  ctfcclua!!y  fecOrrd.' 

Vol.  in.  Pp  B.ic 
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i^rd  failed*  firft  ta  St.  J«go,  wtikb  is  the  principal  of  the 
<>f  Gape  de  Verde,  of  which  ^  ms^de  Ufl^&if  maftcr  wtthoot 
much  difficukyi  aqd  having  blown  pp  the  fort,  and  cairied  of 
i^rhatcver  he  coidd  meet  with,  ccmtin^Q^d  his  ¥C^g^  for  th« 
Weft  Indies,  where  he  arrived*  in  the  hc^ning  of  the  month 
of  July ;  and'  having  drawn  togetlKrr  in  Maviinice  lipwards  of 
three  tboufand  men,  he  had  thoughts  of  attacking  Antigua  ; 
Cfut  finding  it  very  difficult  to  hnd  tbcj^e^  hr  fell  upon  Moat* 
ferrat,  where  he  met  with  9  vcpy  feeble  refiffamcek  th^  inhal»« 
Cante  retiring  into  the  heart  of  thr  ifland,  bec^ufi^  in  the 
l»ountain»  they  had  a  fortrefs  almoft  inE^cefliBte.  The  French 
coutinued  upon  the*  place  fome  days,  d^ing  all  the  mifcbief  poA 
Ablev  but  having  information  idiat  feveral  of  our  (bipfr  were 
coming  to  the  relief  of  t;he  ifland,.  they  abandemd  it^  though 
not  till  they  had  in  a  manner  tocaHy  deftiFoyed  all  the  fettluDenu 
kiit'^ 

Some  mifehlef  they  did  to  our  trade  mt  the  co^ft  <^f  Antigua, 
but  finding  thcmfelvei  very  muchdifliked  by  fiich  a^  wiQied  well 
to  peace,  they  refolved  to  give  over  cruizing  upon  the  Eagliib } 
Vpon  whioh  they  prepared  every  thing  necefiary  for  a  longer 
toyage,:  and  then*  flood  over  to  the  conttnent^  where  they  at« 
tacked'  the  Dutch  &ttkment  of  Surinam,,  and  obliged  the  inha- 
bitants to  pay  thetn  eight  hundred  thoufand  pieces  of  eight  by 
way  oi  GontnbxKioh  (  this  was  in"  the  month  of  Odtober ;.  and, 
m  the  mean  time,  captain  Alrchibald  Uamikon,  in  her  majcftj's 
(liij^'the  Woolwich,  having  received  an  account  at  Antigua  of 
the  ceiltttion  of  arms ;  and  that  the  French  had,  .notwithftand- 
ingy  carried  feveral-  priaH»  into  &&rtinico  ;  he  fent  a  fhip  tbi* 
f her  to  demand  them  of  Mr.  Phelypeaux,  general  of  the 
French  ifbnds,.  who  ordered  alt  of  them  to  be  rellored,  and 
fiich  goods  as  had  beeia  t^ken  out  of  ^em  to  be  put  one  board 
agata>. 

But  thv  Fitnch  p'j^ibly  dtft^ntd  a  geoera!^.  rnterraptwifr  i>f  the  nmrnm  b/ 
tiie  tlWetf  in  order  to  bring  iKem  {i>on«r  to  a  p^aoej  for,  m  ihc  ft«<ler  ffe» 
ih  the  texf,  Nf.  Gai&id  did  ouc  attack  us  alone,  bat  the  Pbrtugacfc  alfo,  mi 
the  Dutch. 

I  P.  Daniel,  journal  hiflori^ae  de  Louis  XIV.  p.  xfio,  Miemoires  biftotiques. 
VTcrcore  hitVjriqne  et  politique,  tome  liii.  p.  194,  433»  5^$^ 

tt  Biirchct's  naval  hidory,  p.  784,  785.  JLcdiatd,  voi^  iL  Kift^  ofcbe 
laft  war.    Boyoc's  Ufc  of  qucca  Annu 

Sif 
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19ir  HoVcnden  Walloer,  in  the  ttican  tlttse;,  renatned  at  J>- 

^nalca^  where  he  gate  the  neceflary  orders  for  the  fecurity  of 

the  trade,  for  cruizing  or  the  French  coaft,  and  for  proteding 

the  private  commerce  oftBe  inhabitants  with  the  Spaniards  at 

Porto  Bello,  tix*,  Domingo,  and  other  places.     While  he  was 

thus  emplG^ed,  there  happened,  in  the  -night  ef  the  29th  of 

Augttft,  a  hurricane  much  mere  violent  than  had  been  felt  for 

many  years  in  the  ifland.    It  began  about  nine  at  night,  and 

continued  raging  with  the  utmoft  Tehemence  till  twelve.    The 

lightnings  in  the  mean  time,  -covered  the  earth  in«contfnued 

fleams  of  fulphureous  fire,  'the  wind  blowing  all  the  time,  not 

only  with  prodigious  force,  bat  with  a  horrid  noife.     In  the 

morning  a  mod;  dreadful  profpeS  appeared,  manyhoufes  blown 

flat  upon  the  ground,  mofl:  of  the  reft  ftripped  and  laid  open  '^ 

trees  tok*n  t^  by  the  roots  $  the  weft  end -of  the*chwch  ruiHed 

by  the  fall  of  its  walls ;  the  governor's  houfe  drfmantled,  tm4 

Ccarce  a  dwelling  in  the  ifland  remaining  untouched.     Several 

f>eople  were  drowned  on  the  fltore,  in  the  tempeft,  the  fea  fpr^ 

cing  the  boats  and  canoes  a  great  way  upon  land  at  Spaniih* 

town,  and  waflirng  away  the  houfes ;  fo  that,  what  with  th^ 

wind  and  the  water,  there  %^as  not  above  two  ilunding^  and 

few  or  nonc'of  the  fhips  of  war^  but  were  ehber  driven  a- 

Ihore,  loft  their  mefts,  or  were  othct-wife  difibl^d.    The  hot 

pital  was  Blown  down  to  the  ground,  and  ieversd  cff  the  ficl^ 

people  killed ;  and^  on  the  firft  of  September^  a  third  rate« 

•the  Monmouth,   which   had   been   on   the  coaft  of  Hiipai- 

liiola,  came  in  with  jury^mafts,  bating  loft  her  propi^r  inafta 

in  the  violence  of  the  weather,  and  another,  if  her  mairu 

maft  had  net  given  way,  mufk  (as  her  commander  believed) 

have  inftantly  overieL    It  required  ibtne  time  to  repair  the 

damages  which  her  majefty*s  ihips  faftained  by  this  unfor** 

tunate  accident  4  and,  while  this  was  doing,  i^TCPy  great  defer- 

tion  happened  among  our  fa&ors,  owing  chiefly  to  the.  arts  and 

iDtrigues  of  the  captains  of  privateers,  whd  tadde  so  ici-uple  d^ 

preferring  their  private  advantage  <o  the  fecurity  of  commerce, 

M)d'  the  welfare  of  their  country.    3y  that  time  the  difputes 

which  thefe  tranfaftions  occafioned  were  tolerably  compefedi^ 

Sir  Hovenden  Walker  received  an  order  from  the  lords  of  th6 

a)(^nilty^  to  Tecum  home,  after  having  £rft  proclaimed  thtt 

?  P  a  ^^ffitiQu 
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cefTatioQ  of  arms,  which  he  accordingly  did,  and,  after  a  pro. 
fperous  voyage,  arrived  in  Dover  road  on  the  26th  of  Uay, 

We  are  now  arrived  at  the  period  of  the  naval  opcratioiis  ai 
this  war,  and  our  next  bofinefs  will  be  to  give  an  accoimt  of 
ivhat  advantages  were  gained,  and  of  what  might  have  been 
gained  by  the  fucceeding  peace.  It  will  however  be  proper, 
previous  to  this,  to  obferve,  that  the  adminiftration  had  ibme 
difputes  with  their  old  friends,  and  their  new  ones,  in  reladoa 
to  the  affairs  of  commerce^  before  the  peace  was  concluded  ®. 

In 


n  Bnrehet*s  na^l  hiOofy,  p.  78$.    Britifli  empire  In  AmcricJ,  toI.  ii.  p.  ^45. 
The  complete  hiQory  of  £oropff,  for  171a,  p.  x4« 

^  It  Vf'iW  appear  in  the  next  note,  chat  we  chon^ht  oarlcifcs  medi  k^orerf  hf 
the  manner  in  which  the  Dutch  coadnAed  the  war  at  fca.     Here,   cheicforr, 
from  the  author  of  the  conduA  of  the  aliiei,  I  will  take  notice  of  fonae  com. 
plaints  that  were  made  of  another  nature,  with  a  view  to  have  it  undcrftood, 
that  the  c;irrying  on  the  war  wai  «  thing  now  no  longer  praAi^ble.     Bf  eht 
grand  alliance  between  the  empire,  England  and  Holland,  we  were  to  »ISli  the 
Other  two,  tcHs  viribus,  hy  Tea  and  land.     Py  a  convention  fubfeqaeoc  to  this 
trcatfi  the  proportion   which  the  fcveral  parties  (boi^ld  contribute  towards  the 
war,  were  adjvfled  in  the  following  manner  :    The  emperor  was  obliged  to  Iit* 
nifh  ninety  thovfand  men  agaioft  France,  either  in  Italy,  or  opou  the  Rhise; 
Holland  |o  bring  fizty  thopfand  into  the  $eld  in  Flanders,  ezdu6ve  of  garri- 
fonsj  and  we  forty  thoqfand.     In  the  winter,  i^ox,  which  was  the  next  )-car, 
the  duke  of  Marlborough  propofed  the  railing  ot  ten  tboofand  men  more,  by 
way  of  aogmenNtion,  and  to  earry  on  the  war'  with  greater  vigour;  to  which 
(iie  parliament  agreed,  and  the  Dotch   were  Co  raife  the  fame  nsnabec.    This 
was,  upon  a  par,  dire^ly  contrary  to  the  former  (Kpulation,  whereby  our  pan 
was  to  be  a,  third  Uh  than  theirs ;  and  therefore  it  was  granted^  with  a  condi- 
tion, that  Holland  (hoold  break  off  %ll  trade  and  commerce  with   France.     Hot 
this  condition  was  nrrer  cxecoted,  the  Dutch  only  anofiivg  us  with  a  fpedoas 
(leclaration  till  our  feiCoo  of  parliament  w«s  ended,  tnd  the  fbUowing  year  it 
was  taken  oif  by  concert  between  our  general  and  <be  flutes,  witboi^t  acy  tea* 
f  «n  afligned  fir  the  fatisfaAion  of  the  kingdom.     The  next,  and  foroe  enfoing 
t*pmpaT<>ns,  fnrthcr  additional  taxes  were  allowed  by*  parliament  for  the  war  a 
Glanders {   and  in  cvtty  new  fapply  thft  Butch  gradually  Icilened   their  pro- 
portion, although  the  pafliaipeut  addreilcd  the  queen,  th^t  the  States  might  be 
rieiircd  to  obferve  tliem  according  to  agreement ;  which  had  no  other  efflA,  thui 
to  teach  them  to  elude  ir,  by  making  the  r  troops  nominal  corps  ^  a«  they  did 
by  keeping  up  the  number  of  regiments,  but  finkitig  a  fifth  part  of  the  mca 
and  money  t  (o  that  at  length  things  were  jaft  inverted,  and  in  tU  new  in'x% 
we  contribu'ed  a  third  more  than  the  Dutch ;  who  at  £rA  were  obliged  to  the 
f jme  proportion  more  than  us.     Bcfides,  the  more  towns  we  oinqoered  for  ths 

f^e^c^,  the  worfc  conditioq  we  were  in  towaids  rcducinv  the  common  coeisy, 

..I 
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In  the  firft  pkce,  it  was  thought  a  Kttle  hard  that  the  Dutch^ 
throughout  the  whole  courfe  of  this  long  and  expenfive  war^ 
fhould  not  have  furniQied  their  quota  of  fhips  and  men  in  an]ic 
one  year;  and  this  notwitbftanding  repeated  expoftuiations  with 
the  States-general  upon  this  fubje^  p.  With  this  grievance  the 

nation 


and  coniequently  of  pntting  «n  end  to  the  war. '  For  they  mtde  no  fcmple  of 
employing  the  tmopt  o|  their  quota,  towards  gartifonia|^  every  town,  as  faft  at 
it  was  taken,  dircAly  contrary  to  the  agreemenc  between  ui ;  by  which  all  gar* 
rifons  were  particularly  excluded.  This  at  length  arrived,  by  feveral  fVeps,  to 
foch  a  height,  that  there  were  not  the  laft  year  in  the  field,  fo  many  forcei;  onder 
the  duke  of  Marlborough's  command  in  Flanders,  as  Britain  alone  maintained 

for  that  fervice  \  nor  bad  been  for  foroe  years  pafl. 

• 

P  This  parliamentary  reprefentation  was  made  oh  the  4th  of  March,  171  z, 
and  the  paragraphs  particularly  referred  lo  in  the  text,  are  tbefe  that  foUow  : 

*'  For  obtaining  the  ends  fpecififed  in  the  grand  alliance,  the  three  confedcrare 

**  powers  engaged  to  a/Eft  each  other  with  their  whole  force,  according  to  fucK 

'*  proportions  as  fhould  be  fpecified  in  a  particular   convention  afterwards   to 

**  be  made  for  that  purpofe.     We  do  not  find  that  any  fuch  convention  w^s 

'*  ever  ratified  $  bat  it  appears  that  there  was  an  agreement  concluded,  which, 

'*  by  common  confent,   was   underftood   to   be  binding   upon  each  party  re-* 

<*  rpeAively,   and  according  to  which  the  proportions  of  Great  Britain  were, 

**  from  the  beginning,  regulated  and  founded.     The   terms  of  that  agreement 

*'  were  :   That,   for  the  (ervice  at  land,  his  imperial  majefly   Ihould   furnilh 

'*  ninety  thoufand  men ;   the  king  of  Great'  Britain  forty  thoofand,    and  the 

**  States-general  one  hundred  and  two  thoufand,  of  which  there  were  forty-two 

**  thoufand  intended  to  fupply  their  garrlfons,  and  fixty  thonfand  to  a£l  againfl 

**  the  common  enemy  in  the  field }  and  with  regard  to  the  operations  of  the 

**  war  at  Tea,  they  were  agreed  to  be  performed  jointly  by  Great  Britain  and 

'*  the  States-general,  the  quota  of  fhips  to  be  furnifhed  for  that  fervice  being 

<*  five  eighths  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  and  three  eighths  on  the  part  of  the 

States.general. 


<i 


**  Upon  this  foot  the  wsr  began  in  the  year  170a,  at  which  time  the  whole 
*'  yearly  cxpence  of  it  to  England,  amounted  to  three  millions,  feven  bun* 
'*  dred  and  fix  thoufand,  four  hundred  and  ninety-fonr  pounds.  A  very  great 
"  charge  it  was  then  thought  by  your  maje(ly*s  fubjeAs,  after  the  fbort  inter* 
*'  val  of  eafe  thsy  had  enJ9yed,  from  the  bordeo  of  the  former' war;  but  yet 
**  a  very  moderate  proportion,  in  comparifon  with  the  load  which  bath  iinco 
"  been  laid  upon  them ;  for  it  appears,  by  elHmales  given  in  to  your  con* 
'*  mons,  that  the  fums  neceflary  to  carry  on  the  ierviee  of- this  preient  year, 
**  in  the  fame  manner  it  was  performed  the  lafl  year,  amount  to  more  than  fir 
**  millions,  nine  hundred  and  (ixty  thoufand  pounds,  befides  tntereft  forthu 
'*  public  debt,  and  the  de^ciencies  accruing  the  lafl  year;  which  two  aitidcf 
*<  require  one  million,  one  4iuodred  and  forty*three  thoufand  ponnds  morej  fo 
f'  that  the  whole  d^ipand  upon  yotir  commons  are  rifen  to  more  than  eight  mil- 

4«  lioni 
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xiatim  waft  atqtnuoted,  ind  ekpirefled  no  (mJl  rdentd^cm  tfaos  . 
at^  notwitiiftandikig  the  pains  taken  by  the  firieoda  of  the  Dafich  | 
to  perTuade  them  of  the  contrary. 

To  fay  the  tnith»  the  matter  was  cartied  irery  high  on  both 
fides ;  for  the  lioufe  of  commons,  havitig  reprefented  thefe  oioH^ 
fions  in  our  aHies,  as  indubitable  matters  of  fa£l»  in  order  to 
juftify  the  meafures  that  were  taking  towards  a  peaces  it  was 
but  natural  for  the  ftates,  who  were  averfe  to  that  peace^  te 
reply  as  they  did  tQ  this  actafation ;  whithy  however,  inftcatf 
•  of  fatisfying,  provoked  the  houfe  of  ^omni6ns  to  fuch'  a  degree, 
that,  upon  the  printing  of  the  anfwer  they  gave  here,  they  dc< 


**  lioBf  for  the  prefcBt  uinoal  fiipply«  We  know  yoar  niif efty's  tender  repii 
**  for  the  wdfare  of  your  people,  will  onke  it  unctiy  to  you  to  hc«r  of  to  grcMX.  i 
**  prefiiirt  ai  this  upon  fhcin  4  and  at  we  are  aiTored,  it  will  fiiUy  conrrnce  yoer 
**  m-jefty  of  the  neoelliey  of  our  prefent  inquiry,  fo  we  beg  leave  to  fcprtfem  t« 
'*  you  from  what  cififes,  and  by  what  fleps  ibii  inmenfe  charge  appears  to  h^W 
**  frown  upon  us. 

"  The  fenrtee  at  fet,  as  It  has  been  rerj  Uirge  and  extenfhre  in  itlie!f,  f6  it 
*'  hath  been  carried  on  throng  the  whole  conrfe  of  the  war,  in  a  maimer 
**  highly  difadvantagcous  to  yonr  majefty,  and  yoor  kingdom ;  for  the  nccrf- 
**  fity  9/  affairs  rcqniriag  thai  great  fleets  ihould  be  fitted  out  crery  year,  as 
*'  well  for  maintaining  a  fnpertority  in  the  Mediterranean,  as  for  oppolipg  uif 
**  force  which  the  enemy  might  prepare,  either  at  Dunkirk,  or  in  the  ports  of 
'*  Weft  France)  your  majcft^'s  example  and  readiocfs  In  fitting  <mt  your  pro* 
**  portion  of  flrips,  for  all  parts  of  that  fervice,  have  been  fo  far  from  pre- 
**  vailing  with  the  Sraies-general  to  keep  4>ace  with  you,  that  they  have  bera 
*'  deficient  every  year  to  a  great  degree,  in  proportion  to  what  yoar  nujc^ 
^  hath  furoilhedi  fomctimes  no  leTs  than  two^thirds,  tod  geceraliy  more  tfa^a 
**  half  of  their  quota.  From  hence  yoMr  mijefty  has  been  obliged,  for'  the 
**  preventing  difappointments  in  the  moft  prefGng  fervice,  to  fvpply  thofede^ 
**  ficiencies  by  addittontl  reinforcements  of  yoor  own  (hips ;  nor  hath  the  6a- 
**  gle  increafe  of  fuch  a  charge,  been  the  only  HI  confequence  ttikt  attendrd 
^  it  s  for  by  thil  means  the  debt  of  the  navy  hath  beeil  enhanced  :  fo  t hjt  the 
*•  dlfeotints  artfiog  from  the  credit  of  it,  have  affeAed  all  other  parrs  of  t^e 
««  fervice.  From  the  fame  eaufe  your  mije(ly*s  (hips  of  war  have  been  fbrcrd!, 
**  in  greater  numbers,  to  continue  in  remote  ttui,  and  at  unfHIbnable  tiiret 
•^  of  the  year,  to  the  great  damage  and  decay  of  the  BritKh  navy.  This  a!ii 
•*  hath  been  the  occafion  chat  your  majefty  hath  been  ftraftened  in  your  coo- 
**  voys  for  trade ;  your  coafts  have  been  expoftd,  Ibr  want  of  a  fiHidcct 
««  number  of  cmicers  to  ga«rd  themi  and  yon  have  been  dKkbled  from  an- 
•*  noying  the  enemy  in  their  moft  bebefidal  Commerce  with  the  WeO  Tndlcf, 
**  from  whence  they  received  thofc  vaft  fuppUes  of  treafere,  without  which  they 
if  could  not  have  fupp.iried  the  ex^ences  of  thu  war.** 
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clared  that  this  waf  a  breach  of  privilege,  and  the  paper  icfelf 
a  fcandaious^  infamous,  and  fcditiQus  libel;  for  which  the  prin^ 
tcr  was  put  in  prUbn,  which  prevented  the  publiihing  the  re» 
m^inder  of  the  States  reprcfentation  ^;  this  was  looked  upon  as 
a  very  ftrange  procedure,  and  which  feeaied  calculated  rather 
to  give  credit  to  that  repre&ntation,  than,  to  refute  it ;  whichy 
however,  might  have  been  ea£ly  done ;  for  that  we  reaUy  bore 
a  greater  proportion  of  expence  in  this  refpe£i  during  the  wai^ 
than  we  ought  to  have  done,  is  a  thing  very  certain  ;  but  it  ie 
the  fault  of  all  adminiftrations,  to  be  rather  inclined  to  fuch 
flbon  anfweis  as  maff  be  given  by  a&  of  power>  than  to  thofe 
that  might  be  fiMrmtt^cd  by  the  excrcife  of  reaibn  ;  and  for  this 
they  are  delervedly  ponifhed,  by  being  often  thought  tyrannical 
in  thole  afis»  the  juftice  of  which  might  be  eafily  defended. 
Xn  tbb  cafe,  however,  the  nation  concurred  in  opinion  with 


4  The  States-|eoeffal»  bf  thrnr  meoorial  pftftntc^  to  th«  ^veeoi  April  3^ 
tji^,  obfrrvCt  that  the  £r^d  aJixance  only  fpc«i(it|*  thm  all  the  cc»otraAio|^ 
parties  fhaU  profccuce  this  war  with  their  whole  force ;  and  therefore,  if  the 
ftatet  have  eseited  the  utinoA  of  their  f^ree,  ihcy  have  fnlfilled  their  engage- 
ments} but  they  infift  fiirthcr»  that  the  ihips  fuvaiihed  for  the  noith  iea,  had 
been  left  ovt,  optwHhftapding  thoif  Qups  ware  f^r  the  joint  fervice ;  and  they 
»Uedge  further,  that  the  number  of  (hips  which  the  Sutes  were  to  employ*  ooght 
To  be  regulated,  not  by  the  nember  aAoally  put  into  commiilion  by  England, 
b«t  by  the  number  that  wm  fit  and  rearor.able  for  England  tu  pot  into  oommii« 
^(^  QTM  H»A.bf  the  nombcf  propofed  to  the  States^  upon  fettling  the  annual 
<iaoras  for^c  war.  As  the  Sratcs  h^d  the  paper  drawn  of  by  order  of  the  lordc 
of  the  adtpiralty^  and  figned  by  Mr^  fccrctary  Surchet,  containing  an  account 
of  the  Englifh  and  Dutch  fhips  fitted  out  during  the  war  ;  fo  they  likewife  thought 
propec  CO  add  another  aoeounc  of  their 'own,  which  they  profefled  themfelvea 
able  to  nij^  |ood  ftom  autbeotic  vouchers  -,  nnd  as  we  cannot  tranfaibe  all  thel'e 
f  pers  at  large,  we  (ball  content  oarfelves  with  making  an  ab(lra£t  of  both  ac- 
counts, in  which  the  firft  column  confifts  of  the  year  j^the  fecond  of  the  EugMlh 
men  of  war;  the  third  of  the  fliips  of  the  States-general,,  according  to  Mr. 
Burcbet*!  account  i  and  the  f^i^rth  of  the  (hips  according  to  their  own.  This 
pper  having  been  printed  in  pnrt,  in  the  Daily  Courant  of  Monday,  April  7^ 
1711,  the  huufe  of  commons  came  (hrrcur).>n  to  the  rciulution  rocntiored  in  tlio 
fext,  and  committed  Mr.  Samuel  Bpckley  fur  pckiiiog  it,  who  itunaioed  in  cufto* 
df  during  the  rcmftinder  of  the  fcllion. 
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their  rqsrefentattves,  and  things  went  on,  upon  a  fappoGtion 
that  this  charge  againft  the  Dutch  was  fully  made  out  ^  whkh 
encouraged  the  friends  of  the  minifiry  to  attack  the  rqfi:  of  our 
allies^  particularly  the  emperor,  on  the  fame  fubjed :  bot,  as 
thefe  altercations  have  no  immediate  concern  with  the  proper 
^ufinefs  of  this  work,  I  ihali  not  infift  upon  them,  but  leave 
them  with  this  remark,  that  in  all  future  alliances,  our  minifters 
ought  to  be  careful,  not  only  in  making  the-beft  terms  they  can 
for  the  nation,  but  alfo  in  feeing  thofe  terms  pundnally  fulSl' 
Jed,  (ince  it  is  impoflible,  efpecially  under  our  prefent  circum- 
ftances,  for  the  nation  to  bear  with  patience  fuch  a£b  of  in- 
dulgence towards  foreigners,  at  their  ezpence,  when  it  is  vifi- 
ble,  that,  with  aU  their  induflry,  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Bri- 
tain are  fcarce  able  to  fupport  the  neeeflary  charges  of  their  go- 
.Ternment,  joined  to  that  vaft  expence  wliicb  their  generous  con* 
cern  for  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe,  and  the  liberty  of 
their  neighbours  hath  brought  upon  them '. 

The  difference  with  the  French  court  was  occafioned  chiefly 
from  M.  Caflard's  expedition  in  the  Weft  Indies,  as  we  have 
before  hinted.  The  French  miniftry,  who  knew  the  importance 
of  being  well  at  that  time  with  the  people  of  Great  Britain^ 
abfdutely  difclaimed  that  commander ;  infifting  that  he  had 
only  general  inftru£lions,  that  be  had  mifapplied  them,  and  that 
proper  fatisfaflion  ihould  be  given.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
Britifli  miniftry  were  too  far  advanced  in  their  pacificmeafures, 
to  think  of  retreating,  and  (o  were  content  with  thefe  ex- 
cufes,  without  infifting  on  the  puni(hment  of  this  officer ; 
which,  if  what  the  French  court  faid  was  true,  he  certainly 
defervcd. 


r  The  bcfl  ufe  that  ctn  be  made  of  hiflory,  il  to  corre A,  in  oar  timtt,  the 
errors  committed  in  thofe  of  our  anccflori,  and  certainly  there  are,  among  thcie, 
u  <r>e  which  better  deferve  our  attention,  than  the  conduA  our  ttiioifters  have 
purfued,  when  we  have  engaged  in  confederacy  with  our  neighbours.  A  confc* 
deracy  implies  a  joint  concern,  and  if,  while  this  robfifts,  the  whofc,  or  hy  Ikr 
the  greate(>  part  of  the  expence  h  thrown  upon  any  one  of  the  allied  |>owers,  it 
argues  injuftice  in  the  reO,  and  weaknefi  in  fuch  as  are  intruded  with  the  con- 
cerns of  the  injured  power.  There  is  aftoaliy  no  ibore  public  fptrit  in  a  inii>i* 
{>cr,  loading  clandeflinely  hi»  countrymen  with  more  than  they  ought  td  pay, 
than  there  is  ciiarity  in  a  great  maa*s  (Reward,  who  relieves  the  poor  oat  of  his 
m^Iici's  efi.'c,  white  bis  crediioxs  remain  unfathfied. 

The 
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7!he  firft  ^eat  Ikcp  to  tlte  peace  was  gettlhg  Dilhlirk  put  into 
4ur  handsi  whicb  was  reprefcnted  as  a  thing  impoiBbte;  an4 
with  the  prbmife  of  which  the  French  only  amiired  tis.  On 
the  I  ith  of  j[uiyr  howetrer,  arrived  an  exprefs,  with  the  news; 
that  a  few  days  before^  the  town,  citadel,  Ryfbank;  and  all  the 
fortifications  bf  that  iovportani:  plsice,  were  delivered  op  to  bri^ 
gadict  HiU^nrhom  her  niafeftjr  appointed  goVernoir  aiid  com- 
mander ill  chief**  Heir  majefly;  thenceforward,  treated  opienly 
with  the  French  cdait^  though  always  undet*  a  jproihife  that  due 
care  (hduid  bb  tsfcen  of  the  allies  $  and  for  this  the^miniftry 
pleaUed  Aaily  things  in  theilf  o#n  juftification.  For,  firft,  they 
alledged^  that  fince  the  king  of  Sjpaitt  was  become  emperor,  it 
#as  no  longer  irequifite  to  infift  iipon  his  httving  the  whole  do* 
minions  of  the  SpaniQi  monarchy :  thejr  iiiGfted  next^  that  if  it 
had  tben  iv&  fo  requifitcj  the  thing  was  impracticable,  the 
natibn  haVihg  found,  by  experience^  that  it  was  impoflible  to 
cariry  oh  the  war  in  Spain  to  any  purpbfe.  This  had  indeed 
been  long  a  point  oUt  of  difpute^  one  of  the  warmeft  p&rttlkni 
of  the  faolife  of  Aliftriii  hairing  freely  declared  as  much  a  good 
while  beforci  itt  a  debate  in  the  hotife  of  lords  ^  but  added  at 
the  fame  time,  though  it  was  imprafiicable^  a  vote  that  n6  peace 
cdaid  be  made)  if  Spain  and  the  Indies  wei*e  left  to  the  houf^ 
bf  Bdorboo,  was  expedient  at  that  jun&ure )  and  yet  upon  ihii 
eitpedient^  and  at  the  iame  time  impra£ticable  vote>  all  the  cla- 
mours i^ere  aftelrwards  iraifed.  The  friends  to  the  treaty  faid 
larther,  that  the  nation  was  unable  to  cah-y  oh  the  war  longer, 
eTpecially  in  the  knaiiner  in  which  it  had  been  carried  on  \  and 
that  therefbfei  how  much  foever  we  might  hate  our  enemies, 
it  was  ncceflary  to  make  a  peace,  if  we  hdd  atiy  regard  for 
ourfelves.  They  added,  befides,  that  they  intended  to  make  a 
peace  on  the  plan  of  the  general  alliance,  every  article  of 
which,  they  faid,  had  been  broke  through,  by  fubfequent  a- 
grcemcnts  during  the  cburfe  of  the  warj  lb  that  they  would 
t)e  thought  to  have  the  caiife  of  liberty^  and  the  balance  of 
ix>vi^er  more  at  heart,  than  kven  thofe  who  were  for  carrying  on 
the  war: 

■  Barnet*s  hitlory  of  His  own  ri<neC|  vol.  {i.  p.  5xo.     OMinixoii**  biftory  of 
the  Stuarciy  Toi.  ii.  p.  504.    The  complete  bift.  of  Europe,  for  171:1^  p.  330. 

Vol.  lit.  Q^q  Ou 
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Ott  the  iptli  of ^Attgvft^  T712,  aa  inftnMacM  :6>r  a  iUpieD« 
fioo  of  arnn  was  figned  at  Pari^  bj  tbe  lord  vifi:oupt  Bofiig^ 
broke«  and  tbe  marqiiis  de  Torcy^  Sot  bur  montbs  *  ^  aad,  io 
confisquence  of  fbisi  the  acoeSiry  meafixres  w^c  talcen  fa 
coaipletiog  tbe  peace :  king  FhU^  of  SpaioXimunooed  a  caitcz« 
or  general  aSemUy  of  tfare  fUw^  df  bis  luAgdoiiiy  bofbm  iirkoiDf 
and  nvith  wbofe  coofent^  be  made  a  i«n0Qcifttio0.or.tlt€  csowo 
of  France,  tkc  ,<iueeii  luTifig  befei e  appointed  loud  Lcxmgtoa 
to  be  prefent  at  thai  ccromonjr*  The  n^ociationa  at  Utrccbt, 
however,  went  on  very  flDwly^  sotvithftandkig  tbe  !pttMK  takm 
bj  the  earl  of  Strafford  S  aad  do£k)r  Sobiafon,  biOM^  of  fin£» 
tol,  her  majefty's  plenipofeaiiaries  j  and  tbe  great  mO&vitj  of  tbe 
French  miniftersy  who  wete  the  marfhal  d^xeliesy  a  very  aUt 
ilatefmai>,  of  whom  priaoe  £t;^ne  faid^wiih^rearlpuit,  iip(m 
Ibb  occafion»  that  he  was  the  only  French  marika^  he  feaxcdi 
the  famoiis  Abbe  dc  Poligiiac,  afterwards  .eardioai  by  the  ianic 
title,  the  abkft  head  in  France ;  and  M.  MsTnager,  iio«r  raifed 
to  the  title  of  connt  de  St.  Joha,  who  was  enow^ed'  with  tbe 
SrA  negoeiadons ;  and  from  this  ^wneft  it  was  fouadacoeSuy 
to  renew  the  fufpenGon  cf  arms  four  taondis  long^^. 

At  laft,  when  the  great  inflnence  of  the  qooen  ^waa  difixmcd, 
by  her  procuring  the  kingdom  of  Sicily  for  her  coufin  the  duke 
of  Sayoy^  which  was  her  majcfty's  own  z&,  ihe  allies^  moft  of 
them,  thought  £t  to  comply,  aad  accept  tbe  terma  fbc  had  & 
pulated  for  them,  though  with  a  viGbk  reluftance^  The  eav 
peror  onb^  remained  firm  to  his  fiift  refoiution,  ^nd  snade  the 
necefiary  difpo&tions  for  carrying  00  the  war  alokie;  coofimtisg^ 
however,  to  evacuate  Catalonia,  and  to  accqic  of  a  noitralky 
for  Italy,  under  the  guaranty  of  her  Britannic  majefly.     On  tbe 

t  B«rfiet*t  biftoff  of  Kit  own  times,  vol.  U.  p.  609,  Boy^*!  life  of  «iBeet 
Anne,  l^amberti  ncinoiMf,  &c.  tome  vii.  p.  48^.  ACtei  9c  jdcbmori  4ela 
^Aix  4'Utrecht,  tome  ii.  p.  i5.    Mcrcure  hifton^ue  et  poKtiqae,  tome  liv.  p.  8> 

u  The  conne£tton  necc(lary  in  the  test,  obliges  me  to  mentioo  here,  thK 
aboDt  the  latter  end  of  Aogaff,  her  majcfly  sppotntcd  the  carl  of  Stratford,  Sir 
J^hn  Leake,  S'tt  jGeorge  ilyng,  knts.  Sir  WiiUam  Dralte^  bart.  John  AilUfak, 
Efq;  &ir  Jatocs  Wifynrt,  kot.  and  George  Chrke,.  Efm  to  be  commiffioaerslbr 
executing  the  office  of  E'trd  high-admiral  of  Great  Britain. 

^  I^amberii  memoires,  &c.  vol.  viii.  p.  i.  Memoires  de  marqoU  de  Torcf, 
lome  ii.  AAes  ft  memoire*  de  la  Pais  d'Utre<ht,  ttMno  ii.  p.  rtft.  BBmct, 
▼ol.  si.  p.  ^ii«    OidffliaoD.    Mcrcarc  hSftoriquc  et  poUti^uf,  toaie  lir.  p.  84* 

19th 
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t9t]i  of  J»|iiarf»  <7i2^i3>  tfaar  new  treatfof  barrier  and  fuc*- 
<cf&oto  was  figoed  by  the  niinifter&  of  Great  Britain,  and  of  the 
States  GeAera)^  whereby  the  latter  obtained  a  mighty  acceffioa 
of  tcnitariea^  and -a  very  grelt  iiici^ale  of  power.  On  the  ift 
of  MarcH  the  inftnimcnta  relating  to  Qatalonia  and  {taly  wertf 
executed;  tnd  on  the  4th  of  the  Uokc  month,  the  duke  of 
Serry^  and  the  duke  of  OHea^s,  rcsKMinced  their  right  to  the 
crown  of  Spain^  ia  ^he. parliament  of  Paris.  Thefe  prelimiv* 
aaries  being  thus  fettled,  the  great  work  advameed  more  hrifk- 
1y,  and  bj  ^fae  end  of  the  month,  it  was  brooght  w  its  concln- 
fionV    * 

On  the  firft  of  April,  1713^9  the  famous  treaty  of  Utrecht 
^Rras  figned,  as  fome  would  hate  us  believe,  in  a  clandeftine 
manner.  The  truth  was,  tliat,  to  prevent  difputes  and  protefts» 
which  might  have  ftrmiflied  matter  for  dangerous  purfuits  in 
£ngland,  k  was  rcCalvcd  to  fign  the  treaty  privately,  at  the 
boufe  of  the  bf<hop  of  BriftoF,  which  Was  accordingly  done,  un^ 
der  pretence  ^f  a  conference ;  which  being  a  thing  frequent 
during  that  congrefs,  rendered  the  matter  lefs  fafpe£ied.  The 
carl  of  Strafford,  and  the  bifliop  pf  Briftol,  (igned  iir/l ;  then 
the  minifters  of  t^e  duke  of  Savoy,  declared  king  of  Sicily  by 
that  treaty ;  thofe  of  the  king  of  Portugal  after  them  ;  then  the 
plenipotentiaries  of  the  king  of  Pruffia,  and  thofe  of  the  Statesr 
General  laft  of  all.  The  whole  was  over  about  two  in  the 
morning,  occafioned  Iqr  the  length  of  the  treaties  that  were  to. 
be  read  before  they  were  iigned  -,  and  when  the  bufinefs  was 
ended,  the  rcfpcflive  miniftcrs  withdrew  to  theif  own  places  of 
reCdence,  withput  any  nqife,  or  without  dire^ing  any  public 
rejoicing^  as  might  have  been  expeAed  upon  fuch  an  occa« 
fion  ^. 

I  have  been  the  more  particular  in  thefe  cir<:um(lances,  be- 
caufe  fome  hidorians  have  reprefented  them  as  matters  of  great 
importance.  To  fpeak  impartially,  I  think  there  is  ? ery  little, 
if  any  thing,  in  them  ^  for  in  mod  feparate  peaces,  the  fame 

X  9  oyer*!  life  of  qaetn  Anne.  Lambert!  memoires,  tome  viiU  p.  34.  A  Acs 
&  memoares  de  la  Paix  d*Utrechr,  tome  ii,  p.  xSq.  Mcrcure  hiAocicjuc  et  poli- 
iiqiKp  tome  Itv.  p.  ^30,  339*  V  Corps  unlvcrPel  djlplomaiique,  tome 

yiii.  p.  I.  p.  33^9.  *  Lambertiy  tome  vii't.  p.  71.    Journal  h)()orique  lie 

\,omi  XIV.  p.  ;ip3.    Mcrcure  biAorique  et  politique,  tome  11  v.  p*  ^6x, 

Qjj  z  thing 
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thing  has  heen  done,  pnticukrly  m  liut  of  Kimtgaen  i  and  I 
could  name  other,  perhaps  ixita,  enoples  of  a  iike  ooodtt&i 
io  that,  upoo  the  whole,  tbi$  odght  to  be  caa&4ctod  mbcr  at 
a  mUfortane  than  a  fault.  I  (hall  not  pretend  to  infift,  thacall 
was  obtained  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  that  might  loie  bees 
obtained  froni  France,  afi«*  ib  long  and  ib  ikcceiifpl  m  war; 
but  undoubtedly  there  was  o^uch  obtained,  and  more  night 
have,  been  obtained,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  difturiaace  given 
to  the  minifteft  ^  hoipe,  £nce,  whatever  people  tsaj  fiiggcik, 
all  parties  are  alike  friends  p  France,  who  thwai*t  pciUic  osca- 
fures,  from  a  pure  fpirit  of  oppofition.  The  Tories  had  embar- 
rafled  the  Whigs  in  their  adminiftratiqn^  liuring  the  laft  yean 
of  the  war ;  and  the  Whigs,  in  return,  were  refolvcd  to  make 
the  Tories  as  uneafy  asi  poiEble,  in  their  projeft  of  makiag  a 
peace.  Both  parties  were  in  their  tiims  gainers  by  diis  manner 
of  afling ;  but  both  were  gainers  at  the  expence  of  the  nation . 
imd  therefore  as  they  have  no  reafonj  they  have  as  little  ^ht  to 
ifcproach  each  other  '•  ' 

i  •        .       .  ... 

I  have 


«  The  nrl  of  Oxford,  in  the  clofe  of  his  anfwer  to  the  atticlei  of  uBpeae^ 
ment,  giTes  a  very  full' Mf^  dear  accdnnt  of  the  mociTei  to  the'pcaee  •po«  kii 

iiwn  knowledge ;  snd  u  they  are  bid  in  fuoh  a  piece,  to  which  few  rcatot  ffdwit 
or  fatisftAioa  in  matteri  of  this  nature,  J  thought  it  uitght  not  be  amifi,  ti 
'9)<ke  this  fubjeA  the  clearer,  to  afford  them  a  place  at  the  lK>Roai  of  iht  peg^ 
As  to  the  peace  in  general,  be  (the  faid  earl)  thinki  he  has'  V^  good*  ivalon  n 
fay,  chat  the  qUeen  h'ad  nothing  Aiore  at  heart, 'than  to  procure  fa  grtuc  a  Hd- 
iiog  for  her  people ;  and  that,  when  it  was  obtained,  (f^  bad  thU  fa(Ufa^.4i  ia 
herfelf,  that  (he  had  taken  the  moft  proper  mtthoda  to  juftify  her  condnfl, 
both  towards  her  allies,  and  towards  her  own  fobjcAs.  For,  upon  a  review  ef 
hkr  majefly*!  whole  proc^ing,'ih  relation  to  wa^  and  peaee;  he  Micnei  it  wiB 
appear,  and  hath  in  pan  appeared,  by  the  anfwer  of  the  faid  earl  to  ihe  frid  ar- 
ticleiy  that^  as  her  majefty  entered  further  into  the  war  than  ftie  was  o^iged  by 
any  treaties  rabr>(ling  at  the  time  of  her  aceeffjon  to  the  throne,  fo  ihe  oooiribm' 
ed  more  men  and  money  to#ardt  the  carrying  it  on  afterwards,  Ann  flic  mn 
engaged  tef  provide  by  tnj  fttblcqaeoc  treaties.  That  her  earned  dc£fts  of 
peace  being  twice  fruftrated|  when  fuch  eoHditions  might  have  ^eeit  oboined, 
as  would  have  fully  anfwercd  all  the  ends  for  which  war  was  at  6r(l  declared : 
that  all  our  focccilcs  and  vi^ories  ending  in  the  annu^  iiicreafe  of  the  cbar|e 
of  England,  without  any  further  aiHfiaiice  fh>m'oiir  ailtes,  and  h<cr  kingdom  be- 
ing eihauiM  to  fuch  a  degree  (hbtwithftabdfng^  tlte  great  advalAtaget  'obtaioed 
fiy  heir  arms)  that 'Ihe  was  nor  sble  to  continue  the  war,  upon  the  foot  it  th«a 
:^ood,  ouc-  year  longer,  wbilQ  brr  ailics  rcfufcd  to  ccutiaue  it  upor»  thole  eifoi] 

'  '^  '  cbudiiidoi 
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r  I  haire  faid^  dicre  was  much  obtained  by  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht )  it  is  requiSte  that  I  fliould  make  this  good,  becaufe 
for  many  years^  the  contrary  has  been  taken  for  granted ;  and 
I  dareXay,  there  we  many  thonfands  of  people  in  England, 
nrho  think  we  loft  mnch,  and  none  of  our  allies  got  any  thing 
by  that  peace.  The  tme  ftandard  for  adjufting  this,  muft  be 
the  ends  of  the  war;  fi>r  as  no  war  can  be  juft,  in  which  the 
aggrefibra  know  not  fior  what  they  fight,  fo  no  peace  can  be  a 
bad  one,  by  which  the  ends  of  the  war  are  obtained. 

In  the  firft  place,  we  fought  agatnft  France  to  fettle  ourTelTes ; 
that  crown  had  ncTcr  explicitly  acknowledged  our  gOTcmment 
here  at  home.  We  fought  next,  for  fettling  the  balance  of 
power  in  Europe,  by  obtaining  a  reafonaUe  fatisfaAion  for  the 
claims  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria  to  Spain  and  the  Indies.  Ano- 
ther inqcivc  tQ  the  war  war,  the  fecuring  a  barrier  to  the  Dutch, 


coodltioiif  10  wlikh  they  were  }jf  treaties  obliged  :  fhe  wai  at  lift  cociftrained, 
ip  coapadiao  to  her  people,  to  hearken  10  the  ovcnuret  of  peace  then  made 
ber  Iroai  l^faace,  vithont  relying  fariher  on  ihe  vato  hopes  of  gaining  more  ad* 
Y^nugeotts  terms,  by  protra^ng  the  war  a  year  longer.    She  had  carried  it  on 
for  Ibme  time  under  that  profpeO,  without  reaping  the  benefits  propofed,  even 
at  jvoAorii  that  fermed  moft  favourable  to  her  demands,  and  to  the  prcteofions 
of  her  allies.    She  h|d,  indeed,  by  that  means,  raifed  the  glory  of  her  arms ; 
hot  (he  canld  not  think  this  a  fuQdeat  rccompence  for  the  inereafing  miieries  of 
Her  people,  and  tlierefora  refoived  to  lay  hold  of  this  opportunity,  then  offered 
to  her,  of  ending  tiic  war  with  a  peace,  if  it  might  be  obtained  upon  terms  eve- 
ry way  jafl,  fiift,  and  honovrable;  and  thofe  who  were  then  employed  in  her 
aiMJefty's  ooiinciJs,  t)K>ught  themfalves  obliged  to  fecond  her  good  intenttona 
in  this  cafe^  ^ad  to  obey  her  ^opim^ods  with  all  readinefs*    The  faid  earl  pre* 
Ivmes,  on  this  occadon,  to  mention  to  yonr  lordfliips,  the  Taying  of  at  wife  a 
nap,  and  as  great  a  general  as  the  lad  age  produced,  the  deke  of  Parma,  when 
]^«ance  waf  mnhx  Wif f r  cond^^ioa  than  now,  being  almod  equally  divided  be* 
cwccn  two  contending  partifs,  and  Spain  was  at  the  height  of  iu  glory,  aod  h« 
bimfelf  at  tbf  head  of  a  Spanifh  army,  fupported  one  of  thofe  parties,  after  Pa* 
rlTiitfelf  had  been  beiCeged  by  the  other;  it  was  his  opinion,  (aod  the  advice  he 
faW  In  his  msjefty  the  king  ^f  Spain  was  grovndad  upon  h),  **  That  if  Franca 
•*  were  to  be  got,  only  by  rcdocing  its  towns,  the  world  woold  fooner  be  at  an 
*«  end  tbaa  Ibeh  a  war.^    The  queen  ftemad  at  this  lime,  with  beaer  reaiMi^ 
to  framd  tlic  like  judgment,  and  it  was  therefore  her  pleafore,  and  a  great  iorianco 
(as  the  Aid  eari  eooeeivcs)  of  her  wifdom  and  goodnefi,  to  think  of  fecnring  a 
peoee,  wiitle  (be  appeared  able  to  arry  on  the  war,  her  armies  being  full  and 
mimctoMs,  aod  before  the  eshanftcd  .condition  of  liar  kingdoms,  and  the  impoiC- 
biltty,  on  ker  fide,  of  maiataia^ilg  io  difproportiopac^  aa  eapence,  was  difcovered 
by  her  eoamlM. 

and 


3IO  N  A  VA  L    H  I.8TO  »  Y 

ian4  aa  adequate  recompeiice  Co  the  rdk  oixmr  allies^  for  tkein* 
juries  thcj  bad  r^vetl'  from  France.    I^et  0$  fioe  bow  what 
was  obtained  by  the  trraty  cif  Utredtf ,  upon  thefe  fevcrsd  heacb. 
In  the  firft  placei  the  title  pf  queen  Anne  was  ^cknowiodgod  in 
fhe  ftrongeft  and  mod  explicit  terms)  the  fettkaoent  of  du  foe- 
fceffion  in  the  illuftrioos  houfe  of  HanQTer*'  was  likewife  owned, 
^nd  the  perfon  who  claimed  before  the  queen,  and  Co  defeat 
whofe  precenfions  the  aft  of  fetcjement  was  made,  was  ezdod* 
ed  the  dominions  of  France,  and  bis  moft  Chriftian  majcftf  pro- 
mifed  never  to  admit  him  again,  HhoQgh  he  had  owned  him 
over  and  over }  and  he  likewife  promifed  never  to  aflfft  or  pro- 
feA  him,  or  any  of  his  adherents.    J^s  to  thcrecond^  a  reafim* 
^ble  fatisfaftion  was  obtained  for  the  emperor,  though  he  re. 
fufcd  to  accept  it;  and  the  moft  folemn  renunciations  of  the 
two  branches  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  are  inferted  in  tho  body 
of  the  treaty  itfelf,  in  order,  as  far  as  the  thing  was  poflible,  to 
fecure  all  Europe  againft  the  apprehenGons  of  feeing  the  crowns 
of  France  and  Spain  devolve  upon  one  prince ;  and,  to  obviate 
another  objeftion  as  to  the  commerce  of  New  Spain,  h  is  ei* 
prefsly  provided,  that  the  French  fhoold  enjoy  no  privilege  of 
navigation  thither,  beyoi^d  what  had  been  enjoyed  under  the 
kings  of  Spain  of  the  Auftrian  line.    In  regard  to  our  allies,  it 
is  plain,  that  the  duke  of  Savoy,  who  iitdeed  wcl|  dcicrted  h^ 
having  fteadily  adhered  to  the  alliance  in  times  of  the  deepeft 
diftrefs,  had  full  fatisfa&ion  gbtn  him,  ^d  Jo  f^ch  a  manner 
too,  as  had  a  vifible  tendency  to  the  properly  fixing  the  balance 
of  power ;  and  the  kings  of  Portugal,  Pruflla,  and  the  States, 
were  likewife  facisGed. 

I  know  it  may  be  faid,  that  there  was  a  feice  upon  thehiHcr ; 
but  I  know  people  are  very  unfit  judges  in- their  own  caofcj^  and 
that  the  States  got  by  this  treaty,  not  only  fucli  a  barrier  as 
fcemed  reafonable  to  us,  but  as  good  a  onje  as  the  emperor 
thought  £t  for  them,  after  all  our  fuccefles,  and  ^hen  the  allies 
were  upon  the  beft  terms  with  each  other;  To  fly  thcri,  that 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht  did  notUing,  and  that  all  our  c^pccccs, 
and  all  our  vi£kories  in  that  long  war,  were  abfolutely  thrown 
away,  is  much  beyond  die  truth ;  but  that  «  better  treaty  might 

*•       "      •  •  have 


kanyejbeen  mld^  I-ihdl  oot'-difp^t^  iiecaafe^I  jtbink  ihefe  is  nd 
arguing  about  pQiSbifitis)  ^i         . '^i:  -       '     . 

Befiirc  I  pzkt^mth  litis  treatjTy  howor^,  I  owft  obferiiCi  «that 
klBnEi  j^etj  txtnoTdamzTf  ih  one  rcTpedk^  it  procured:  ns  anch 
gpafteradfanugesyir.oieaii  the  people  of  Gre^t  Bntain,  asai 
tradilig  natioD'i  tbdn'Uttj  trcatjr  wi^  which  I  am  ^uaiiited  ei-* 
tfaertbefore  dr  fince;  and  upon  thcft»  I  mvA  paitic^Iailf'  infift^ 
bec^fe  the]rare  immediatdj  widuo^mjr  |)roVincc^  We  hakve 
feen.that  Daokirbipras  long  before  put  into  our  bands;  let  «t4 
iK>ic.*fee  what  vaslo  become  of  it:;  (aod'^.becaufe.tlib  ts  a.-point 
tbatiuB  been  finccy  wad  may  beJiieieaftcIv  atteoded  ifith  wanti 
AiTfnpeSf  1  think  it  ntce&rjr  to  tranfa^ib^  the  ninth  article  of  the 
treaty^  bf  wbieh.this  gpear  point  (great  iDdeed,*if .  we  confidct 
either  thfe  hstmUiag  France,  or  fccitrimg  oudelves)  was  effeQu* 
9lly kxtltd.  Thus itruns :  <<  Tbemoft Chriftian kikig flialltake 
(^jcane,  that  all  the  fortificaciOns  erf  the  city  of  Puokirk  Jbe 
^  ra^;  that  the -harbour  be  £Qed  up;  and  that  the  fluiecs^ 
<<  or«  moles,  which  &nre  to  deanie  the  harbour,  be  levelled, 
**  and  that  at  thcfiune  king^s  own  ezpence,  within  the  ipace  of 
^  ^ve  months  after  the  conditions  of  peace  are  concluded  and 
*<  figned ;  that  is  to  fay,,  the  fortifications  towardi  the  iea,  with'* 
^  in  the  fpace.of  two  mcmths  ;  aud  tbofe  towards  the  land,  to^ 
^  gether  with  the  faid  banks,  within  three  n^onths  ;  on  this  ex^ 
«<  prefs  condition  alibi  that  the  faid  .fortifications,  harbour, 
^  tngAes^  or  fluices,  be  never  repaired  again/' 

The  demoUtioii  of  this  place  was  of  prodigious  importance  ;.it 
lies  but  thirteen  leagues  from  the  ibuth  Jjareland^  and  any  isafter^ 


^  The  alicomie  UflMyp  Edmei  hat  glren  us,  wilt  be  faflidcnf  to  t\Ht  up  to  tht 
ikmiieff  the  fttltfal^fl  fenired  to  the  •fmncw»«fi4'  ft«teteDgago4  wllhas  In  ihc 
«r»t.'  **  At  for  the  wVa»"  fays  be,  <^  Portiigd  and  Safoy^  were  AiuM;  the 
**  cnperor  wai  to  hare  the  dschy  of  MiUn,  the  kingdom  of  Naplci,  and  the 
**  SpaniOi  Netberlandf ;  Sicily  was  to  be  given  to  the  duke  of  Savoy,  with  the 
^  title  of  king;  knd  Sardinia,  «»hh  the  fame  title,  was  to  be  given  to  the  elre- 
F*  for  of  Bavaria,  to  lico  of  bb  lofies ;  the  livtes  #cre  to>  drtiver  op  Liie,  an4 
**  the  Kitle  placet  aboot  it }  and  bcfidet  the  places  of  which  ihey  were  poflc^-d^ 
■*  they  were  to  have  Namur,  Charteroy,  Lexembargh,  Ypre«,  and  Newporf ; 
<'  the  king  of  J^ralCa  was  to  havd  the  t7ppcr  Guelder,  to  Iku  of  Oraogi,  and 
««  tbc  other  eftates  which  the  fami'y  had  in  Fnnehe  Oonte."  Thb  was  aU  I 
think  neoeflary  to  infert  here,  with  scJatioD  to  oar  treaty  »  the  cmperiir  vlras  c» 
have  time,  to  the  fir  ft  of  June,  to.decUre  his  accepting  of  it. 
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ly  wind,  which  carrMS  our  firips  down  the  chamielt  bri^  nut 
thofe  atDuckirky  to  meet  and  intercept' them;  which,  danag 
the  two  wan  preoediog  this  treatj*  made  it  often  fnlpcQedy  chat 
the  French  had  inteUigenee^  ^either  from  our  admiraltj^  or  fc- 
cretary's  office ;  though  Terjr  probably  without  foundation,  fince 
the  Tcry  fitnation  of  the  place  fumilhed  the. enemy  with  advan- 
tages enough;  for  the  eaft  end  of  the  channel,  which  is  fo 
much  exppfed  to  Dunkirk,  is  but  feven.leagucs  broad,  and  gives 
tbem  an  opportunity  of  feeing  our  (hips  from  fide  to  fide.    It 
dearty  appears  from  hence,  that  fix  parts  in  nine  of  our  trade 
from  the  port  of  London,  were  freed  fnom  moft  of  the  hazaids 
felt  in  thofe  wars ;  and  though  part  of  ttiis  muft  be  expc^cd 
when  it  pafles  through  the  chops,  or  weftem  entrance  of  the 
channel,  yet  it  muft  be  confidered,  that  it  wsa  liable  alio  to  this 
before,  fo  that  no  new  inconvenience  is  created  t  and  befides^ 
this  is  only  the  fouth  trade ;  fuch  (hips  as  go  to  Holland,  Ham* 
burgh,  or  the  north,  are  aUblutely  free.    Befides  all  this,  the 
demolition  of  Dunkirk  was  an  inexpreflible  blow  to  the 
French  naval  power,  and  even  to  their  trade,  efpecially  to  the 
Weft  Indies ;  fo  that  a  clearer  proof  could  not  be  of  our  £ipe^ 
rior  force,  and  of  their  diftrefs,  than  the  fubmiflion  of  France 
to  this  article.    It  is  true,  they  endeavoured  to  (bift  off,  and  af- 
terwards to  mitigate  the  execution  of  it ;  but  in  vain.     The 
queen  inftftod  upon  Dunkirk's  being  demoliihed  effeftuallyj  ac- 
cording to  the  letter,  and  it  was  demoliihed  as  cfliedbially  as 
could  be  deiired  ^  whether  ever  it  (hall  be  reftored,  or  if  in  time 
of  war  reftored,  (uifisred  to  continue,  fo  as  to  become,  as  id 
times  paft,  a  terror  to  the  Englifh  nation,  depends  upon  our- 
felvcs  and  future  adminiftrations  ^ 

By  the  lotb  and  1 1  th  articles,  the  countries  comprifcd  in  the 
charter  of  the  HudfonVbay  cdmpanyj  of  which  the  French  hid 
got  poffeflion,  partly  in  the  time  of  peace,  and  partly  in  that  of 
War,  wdre  to  be  reilored }  and  not  only  reftored,  but  his  moft 
Chriftian  majefty  farther  ftipulated^  that  whatever  had  been  taken 


*  Boni^t  Oldmizoriy  complete  hiflofy  of  Eorot>e,  fur  the  yeir  171},  life  of 
queen  Anne,  continnition  of  Rapin's  hiSdory,  the  imporrance  of  Dankirk  oodi<* 
dered,  French  faith  in  the  demolition  of  Dunkirk,  and  mknj  other  painphlcti 
Kpon  the  fame  fulycA,  ^abliifaed  io  ih'ofe  times* 

in 
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iti  fJrte  6T  p^ace,  or  whatever  injuries  had  been  done  to  the 
Hudfon*s-bay  company,  before  the  commencement  of  the  war^ 
ihould  be  fairly  examined)  and  full  fatififaftioii  made.  The  like 
is  ftipulated  with  refped  to  the  depredations  by  M.  CafTard; 
in  the  Leeward  lilands,  after  the  negociations  for  peace  were 

By  the  12th  articlei  the  ifland  of  St.  Chriftophcr,  and  the 
-whole  country  of  Nova  Scotia^  are  yielded  to  the  queen  of 
Great  Britain,  as  by  the  1 3th  article,  is  the  whole  countiy  of 
Newfoundland  5  but  the  ifland  of  Cape  Breton,  is  by  the  fame 
article  given  lip  to  France,  which  has  been  reprefcnted  as  a 
monflrous  piece  of  complaifance,  though  there  feems  to  be 
great  reafon  to  bclievej  it  was  much  lefs  owing'  to  the  inclina- 
tion of  the  Englifli  niinifters,  than  to  their  inability  of  (landing 
out  any  longer  againft  the  oppofition  carried  on  at  home  ^  and 
for  this  reafon  it  is  made  one  of  the  charges  ag^infl  the  earl  of 
Oxford^  in  the  13th  article  of  his  impeachment,  wherein  it  was 
afErmedj  that  Cape  Breton  was  part  of  Nova  Scotia  j  and  the 
earl  in  his  anfwer  to  that  article  afTcrts,  that  he  had  gone  no 
farther  than  king  William  had  gone  in  the  treaty  of  Ryfwick. 
But,  however  we  might  fail  as  to  the  point  of  Cape  Breton^ 
yet  undoubtedly  we  acquired  more  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht^ 
than  by  any  of  our  former  treaties  j  I  mean  at  the  ex  pence  of 
the  French,  who  at  the  time  this  treaty  was  figned,  were  a£tu- 
ally  in  poiTcQion  of  Placcntia  in  Ne\Yfoundland  <*• 

Buti 


^  The  earl  of  Oxford>  cv^n  af  er  he  W4S  ini9eached,  th  ught  he  had  a  r'tght 
to  value,  himfrlf  upon  ih'.s  treityj  and  therefore^  in  his  anlwer,  aMcr  havi  g 
talUn  oocite  of  Che  difficulties  to  i^fbich  we  were  reduced  by  the  war,  he  pro- 
ceeds to  fpealc  in  the  following  termF,  of  the  advantages  arcutig  from  the  trea- 
ty  of  Utrecht.  At  this  jun^uie  the  queen  enteiel  upon  a  n  gelation  uf  p  ace^ 
wich  circumftances  of  great  honour  ro  herfelf:  France  applying  to  i  er  h.ft  <in 
this  accoti.it,  previonfly  owning;  her  litle,  antj  acknowJedglrg  the  rigi  t  of  the 
ProteftanC  ruccefli.*«n,  two  chief  grounds  upon  which  the  dejaration  of  the  lail 
war  was  built.  As  to  the  *l.i^s,  it  was  condu^e^i  in  the  (itne  manner  as  a.l 
treaties  of  peace,  in  confederacies,  have  c?tr  been,  and  according  to  the  known 
laws  of  nat  OQS  in  fuch  <a  es,  the  ficfl  motion  and  the  feveral  f^rps  to  it,  as  fail 
as  tbey  r  pened  into  propof.tis  fit  for  cunf.de  aticn,  being,  without  c'eiay,  com- 
municated to  the  Sutes  General.  By  the  terms  of  this  peace,  as  all  naf  nab'e 
fatisf^flion  and  fecarity,  tuc  to  any  of  the  aljies  by  treaty,  were  obtained  for 
then   by  the   (|ueen,    and   thelx  juft  pretenfions   tfi'.duaiiy    f-ipporicJ,   fo    latgrr 

Vol,  III.  R  r  advantages 
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But,  befides  thefe  mighty  advantages,  there  were  othenffiB 
more  condderable  (the  demolition  of  Dunkirk'  only  exceptd) 
procured-  from  the  crown  of  Spain  y  for  by  the  i  oth  article,  tk 
full  and  entire  property  of  the  town  and  caftle  of  Gibraltar, 
with  all  things  thereto  belonging,. are  given  up  to  the  crowned 
Great  Britain,  in  propriety,  to  be  Held  and  enjoyed  abiblatck, 
with  all  manner  of  ri^ht  for  ever,  without  any  exception  <r 
ibipediment  whatfoever.  By  the  i  ith  article,  his  Catholic  ffl> 
jefly  doth  in  like  manner,  for  himfelf,  his  heirs,  and  focceflbn, 
yield  to  the  crown  of  England,  the  whole  ifland  of  Minorca, 
transferring'  to  the  faid  crown  for  ever,  all  right,  and  the  molt 
abfolute  dominion  over  the  faid  ifland,  and  in  particular  cnrr 
the  town,  caftle,  and  fortifications  of  Port  Mahon.  All  that 
Spain  rcferves  to  itfcif,  being  no  more  than  the  right  of  pre- 
emption,  in  cafe  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  (hall  at  any  time 
think  fit  to  alienate  or  difpofc  of  the  faid  fortrcfs  of  Gihraltir, 
or  ifland  of  Minorca.  By  the  ijth  and  15th  articles,  the  Ai- 
iiento  treaty  is  confirmed  as  fiiHy,  cfieftually,  and  aotbentica;' 
ly,  as  if  the  fame  had  been  repeated  word  for  word  in  the  iani 
treaty,  which  Was  figned  at  tTtrecHt,  on  the  yd  of  July,  0.  & 
by  the  bifhop  of  Briftol,  then  lord  privy-feal,  and  the  carl  cf 
StraSbrd^.her  majefty's  plenipotentiaries^and  the  duke  dc  Ofiu- 


adVannget  were  a^nt^fy  procured  for  Great  Br'tain,"  in  pirticvlav  **"  ^^ 
liad  been  demanded  before,  in  any  treaty  of  ncgociation  between  tbit  2ad  ac/ 
other  foreign  (late.  The  fad  earl  cravti  leave' on  this  occafioay  to  appeal  i» 
your  lordihipf,  whcthtr  all  the  enda  for  which  the  war  was  entered  into,  have  lOt by 
thia  trca  j  been  foly  attained  ?  Whether  it  dood  not  appear  by  the  beft  of  pw<^|» 
experience,  that  the  kingdoma  of  FVance  and  Spiin,  are,  by  the  conventioasof  ^ 
treaty,  moft  efFcaually  frpantcd  ?  And  whether  any  ot^eir  expedient  coaU^'* 
been  To  fuccefsful  to  th.aporpofe,  aa  that  whereby  it  ia  now  happily  br^ogbt  abc& 
Whether  the  balaiKe  of  power  in  Europe  be  not  now  upon  a  better  foat,  thi" 
jt  haa  been  for  an  hundred  yeara  f  afl  ?  Whether  the  advantages  that  bare  a  crsH 
to  Great  Britain  by  thia  treaty,  do  not  appear,  and  have  not  appealed,  io  ^' 
fccuriry  of  the  ProtcAant  lucceffioo,  and  in  his  majefty*s  peaceable  acccflio^  '^ 
the  ihr«he,  with  the  univcrf^il  apptaufe  of  hia  fubjeiflaj  in  the  addition  v«^  ^ 
our  wealth  in  the  great  ^antities  of  bunion  lately  coined  at  the  mint  j  by  the  ^ 
increa'c  of  (hipping  employed  fince  the  peace,  in  the  fiihery,  and  in  mercbao^Bi 
and  by  the  remarlcable  rife  of  the  cuftoma  upon  import,  and  of  our  manufa^^t 
and  the  growth  cf  our  country  upon  export  ?  For  the  proof  of  which  partictil**' 
he  rcfen  himfelf  to  thofc  officei  and  books,  vJiercin  an-iuhcntic  accouot  cf  tbe0 
IF  contained* 
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»a,  aind  the  marquis  de  Monteleoi\,  plenipotentiaries  from  his 
'Catholic  majefty^. 

The  As^BMTO  has  fince  made  fo  great  a  figure  in  our  hifto* 
rieSf  and  there  will  be  fuch  frequent  occafion  to  mention  it  iu 
the  fubfequent  part  of  this  work,  (as  that  contract  was  the  bafis 
•of  the  South  Sea  trade),  that  I  find  myfelf  under  a  necelTicy,  a$ 
well  for  the  fake  of  order  and  perfpicuitj,  as  for  the  perform- 
ance of  what  I  promifed,  to  enter  into  a  fuU  and  regular  acr- 
tcount  of  all  the  fteps  taken  for  ereQing  and  eftabliihing  this 
great  company,  which  was  one  of  the  moft  Ggnal  performances 
•of  the  'Oxford  mini(b7 1* 

The  earl  df  'Godolphin,  and  his  friends,  had  been  peculiarLj 

liappy  in  the  condud  of  public  affairs,  and  the  mai^tainance  of 

•public  credit,  fo  long  as  the  oppofition  given  them  did  not  ri^e 

fo  high^  as  to  hinder  their  carrying  public  points  in  the  houfe  of 

commons  *,  but  after  they  once  found  themfelves  in  thai  fituation^ 

their  difficulties  grew  4ipon  them  daily,  fo  that  they  were  forced 

to  contrad  debts  in  the  public  fervice,  exclu&ve  of  fuch  as  were 

contraded,  and  provided  for  annually  by  parliament.     At  firi): 

thefe  debts  were  feldom  mentioned,  fome  of  them  being  pretty 

old^  and  others  incurred  by  deficiencies,  and  the  application  of 

funds  to  other  fervices  than  thofe  for  which  they  were  originalr 

Jy  defigned.     The  drawing  thefe  debts  out  of  obfcurity,  and  d<e. 


«  As  to  this  treaty  w'th 'Spain,  the  f«rl  of  Oxf  rd,  io  his  «nr«er  to  the  im? 
p  a.hment,  let  o^  into  a  fad  of  verj  great  import}  for,  fays  he,  as  for  the 
ma  t.ri  concerted  prcvioufly  with  France,  for  the  particular  intereft  of  Engianil 
"witho.vt  the  original  intervention  of  Holland,  the  States  were  fo  far  from  pr<)-> 
tcfting  againft  her  majefty's  neafures,  and  condemning  her  ccoduft  in  this  refpeft^ 
that  their  minifter  proflTered  feveral  limes,  in  iheir  rune,  to  have  led  the  way  la 
the  mod  difficult  part  of  the  whole  negoci«Jon>  and  to  have  done  his  utmoft  to 
Xacilitate  the  conduGon  of  it,  provided  bis  malUri  might  have  a  fhare  io  the  Aflien- 
to  contra  A,  and  trade  to  the  Spanifh  V^e\  Indies,  one  of  thofe  advantages  ^hich 
7 ranee  bad  d»£:ovcrcfl  ita  willingoe:*  (bould  W  allowed,  pteviciifly»  an4  entirely  to 
England. 

f  Subfcqaent  events  mty  miflead  os,  in  refpeA  totb«  value  of  this  conceffioo. 
But  if  experience,  (for  we  aAually  had  this  cootriA  for  negroes  in  the  reign  of 
king  Wi!liam);  if  the  opinion  of  other  nations,  (f.  r  the  French  loft  it  with  regret, 
and  the  Dotcb  were  eager  for  a  fliare  in  it),  or  the  fenfe  of  our  Spa 01  ft  mcrchtots 
cotth  a'certaia  the  pol:;t,  this  was  a  valutble  acquifiiion, 

R  r  ?  <4aring 


\. 
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claring  them  unprovided  for^  was  one  of  the  firft  a£ls  of  the 
new  miniftryK. 

Their  next  care  was,  to  form  the  proprietors  of  thcfe  debcs 
into  a  new  compan7>  which,  they  conceived^  would  be  as  xnoc^ 
dependent  upon>  and  as  ufeful  to  them,  as  the  bank,  or  £^ 
India  company  had  been  to  the  former  miniftry.  But  the  bi£i> 
nefs  waSy  to  find  out  a  proper  pretence  of  erefting  fuch  a  ocv 
company  j  and  this  was  very  happily  found,  and  very  dcxtroiu- 
ly  applied.  It  was  always  matter  of  wonder  to  the  greatell  pan 
of  this  nation,  why  the  war  was  not  pufhed  tn  the  Weft  Indies; 
efpectally,  fince  there  was  a  claufe  in  the  grand  alliance^  whert- 
by  we  were  intitled  to  hold  whatever  we  could  conquer  in  tboic 
parts.  Some  political  reafons,  however,  retrained  the  vigour 
of  our  arms  in  that  particular;  and  this,  though  the  old  min:- 

'  I 

firy  were  very  little  to  blame  in  it,  made  one  great  topic  of  pub- 
lic clamour  ^. 

When  a  thing  is  once  made  the  theme  of  common  difcourfr, 
i^nany  lights  come  to  be  ftruck  out  in  relation  to  it,  that  were 
pot  thought  of  before;  and  this  was  the  cafe. here  :  fome  mex- 


S  The  debts  declared  by  the  f^atute^  are  as  fA\ow  : 

Pcbt  to  the  navy,  old,  new,  and  iieficieut                —  — ^              S»*3P«5S9 

,pebt  to  the  ordnance                       -—                   —-  —-                 "S^j^f 

Debt  10  tranfpcrt-fcrvice                  —                  —  —                  4^4,791 

Old  irroy-dcbcntores  0/  laft  war                    —                     —  1,012,556 

Deficient  tiUies  8  Gulic',              —                    —  —                   ix  0Z4 

Provifions  for  ibc  navy,  0.0,  Npv.  DfC.  i^io            —  -—             37^>^59 

Subfidies  to  the  duchy  <  f  H mover,  1696  '                —  -*               85,ccc 

1  tcrcfl  on  diito,  from  CnriHinas  1710  1  :d  17H             —  — 

I«{)ans  00  cu{lcnn,  &c,  8  Annse                 -^               —  ._              2,196,5c 

Intereft  on  ditto                 T                 T"                 "^  —                  7*j^76 

Intercfl  on  ibc  vholc  from  Lady  day  to  Chiiftonas,  17 n  ^-              S^^Mij 

Jo  tbeytar's  fcrvi'ce  1711       "           —               —  —                  50c,ccc 

AiiJ,  lo;  ccd  iailLngi  a.^d  pcrce              —        *            —  —    "       . 
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1)  1/  we  had  taken  pUces  from  t^e  Spaniards  in  America,  it  wouJd  have  p*cu 
an  opportunity  to  furh  of  rhe  grandees  as  had  embraced  the  party  of  Ci-ar2es  lU.  ro 
Kave  qu  t  ed  it,  and  lecnnctled  thcmfelves  to  king  Philip.  Jt  «oaid  have  giv  n 
umbr  ge  to,  and  furni(hed  a  pre:edent  for  the  Dutch.  It  was  thought  this  po;o: 
was  well  fettled  a.id  f.curea  by  our  private  treaty.  Befidca  thefe,  which  were  mc 
(light  mot  vcs,  there  were  ctiers  which  are  rlfewhere  mentior.e  ,  that  hindered  ibc 
former  miniflry,  or  rather  le  .dered  it  impradfcable  for  ihzm  to  take  as/  (hps  of 

chants 
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^hafits  of  Brlftol  taking  this  matter  into  confideration,  began  to 
apprehend,  that,  however  the  miniftry  might  be  bound,  private 
pcrfons  were  not  obliged  to  let  flip  advantages  of  this  nature ; 
and  therefore  they  refolved  to  fit  out  two  fhips  for  the  South 
Seas,  upon  their  private  account;  which  they  did;  and  thefe 
ihips  returning  in  the  year  171 1,  after  having  made  many  rich 
prizes,  the  wealth  of  the  South  Seas  came  to  make  a  great 
noife  K 

This  determined  the  new  miniftry  to  join  an  ample  fe- 
curity  for  the  debts  hitherto  unprovided  for,  with  the  pro* 
fpedt  of  the  trade  from  the  South  Seas,  and  by  this  means, 
£x  their  whole  defign  at  once.  Upon  this  plan,  they  fnade 
feme  propofals  to  the  monied  people,  who,  having  been  long 
attached  to  the  former  adminifbation,  treated  the  whole  as 
chimerical,  and  a  proje£t  that  could  never  be  brought  to 
bear.  I  mention  this  circumftance,  only  to  fhew  how  little 
dependence  fhould  be  placed  on  the  refolution  of  men  who,  are 
^nown  to  be  governed  by  nothing  but  their  interefts;  for,  not* 
withftanding  their  flighting  the  propofal  when  it  was  &tA  made, 
][ord  Os^ord.  and  his  friends  carried  on  this  fcheme  with  fuccefs  \ 

In 

I  At  the  bufincfs  of  this  voyage  to  the  South   Seas  rery  nearly  cencorns  the 

fiibje^l  of  this  work,  it  may  not  be  amifi   to  take  notice,  as  concifely  as  poffiblc, 

of  the  m9l\  remarkable  circamfhnces  attending  this  afTtir.     The  fhips  fitted  out 

upoo  this  occafion,  ^^ere  the  Duke  of  thiny  gaiis,  and  170  men,    commanced 

by  captain  Woods  Rogers  ;  and  the  Duchefs,  uf  twenty-fix  guns,   and  150  men, 

under  the  command  of  Stephen  Coortney.     The  fam^ns  captain  Oampier,  whofe 

▼oyagcs  have  made  him  known  throughout  Europe,  was  on  board  one  of  tliele 

vcfTels,  as  pilot;  they  failed  from   Bilftol  on  the  id  of  Augufl,  1708,  and  hav* 

ing  happily  pa(^  tke  Strrights  of  Magellan,  they  not  only  took  fcveral  (hips  in 

the  South  Seas,  but  feveral  tywni  alfo  upon  thccoail;  and  on  the  :^ad  of  De*^ 

cember.  1709,  they  met  with  the  Acapulco  Ihip,  chat  is,   the  le(]er  of  the  two 

fhips  which  fail  annually  from  the  J^aft  Indies  to  Mexico ;  fhe  was  of  the  hurdea 

of  4  >o  tons,  and  carried  twenty  guns,  and  as  many  pattararoes.     The  action 

laOed  al>out  half  an  hour,  and  the  value  of  the  prize  was  about  1,000,909.  pieces 

of  eight;  the  larger  Acapulo  fliip  fellalfo  in  their  way,  which  they  attacked  two 

days  faccrillvtly ;  but,  as  The  was  of  900  tons  burden,  and  bad  <Soo   ipCii  00 

^ard,  they  found  it  impoflible  to  take  her,  which  made  them  dctermioe  to  re» 

tura  by  the  Ea({  Indies;  captain  Dover  being  appointed  commander  of  the  Aca* 

pnlco  flitp,  with  which  they  arrived  fafely  in  the  Downs,  on  the  ad  of  O^uber^ 

1711. 

k  This  fettliog  the  nnliqoidated  debts,  giving  fatisfaAion  thereby  to  the  pul^ 
.lie  ^(ditorS|  and  framijig  the  plau  of  tbc  Souch-Sca  coirpany,  arc  all  enumc* 

rated 


3t«  NAVAL    HISTORY 

In  the  fir  ft  place,  they  tool  care  to  give  a  very  pbnfifale 
count  to  the  world,  of  the  nature  of  this  undeita^king;  and, 
which  fliewed  their  political  dexterity,  they  made  the  very  conr 
liempt,  which  was  at  firft  exprefled  for  their  defiga,  fuhfervient 
to  its  extenfion;  for  they  gave  out,  that  the  \zA  miaiftiy  having 
been  careleis  of  the  nation's  ihtereft  in  this  refpefi,  were  dcfir- 
ous  of  covering  their  reputation,  by  reprefenting  that  as  inprac* 
cicable,  which  they  had  never  attempted '.  They  took  notice 
likewife  of  its  having  been  always  thought  the  fureft  way  of 
diftrefling  theiipaniards ;  and,  to  demonftrate  this,  th^  priiit«> 
cd  a  propofal  of  the  like  nature,  which  was  made  in  parliaoient, 
fo  long  ago  as  in  the  year  1624.  They  further  obferved,  that 
this  was  profecttting  the  war  ag»inft  the  French  too,  who  car- 
ried on  a  mighty  trade  in  the  South  Seas,  and  were  adually 
making  fettlements  there.  This  took  4>fF  the  edge  from  every 
argument  that  could  be  offered,  as  to  the  impoffibility  of  the 
defign;  for  all  who  talked  in  that  ftyle,  wereconfidered  now  a$ 
enemies  to  the  Engliih  nation,  and  perfons  abfolotely  in  a  fo* 
reign  intereft*. 

To  give  the  thing  the  higheft  glofs,  and  to  fix  the  nation  in 
d  full  opinion  of  the  great  profit  that  Blight  be  made  by  this 
{trade,  care  was  taken  to  circulate  a  notion  in  Holland,  about 
the  time  that  Sir  Hovenden  Walker  undertook  his  expedition 
againft  Canad^^  that  the  true  intention  of  that  ara^amcnt  was 


rated  10  the  preamble  of  tlx  ptteot,  cretting  him  tvi  of  Oxford,  tntf  earl  Morti* 
mer. 

1  There  appeared  fereral  creatifcs  «bo«t  ehif  ttnv^  od  the  fubjcA,  the  titles 
mt  Come  of  which  are  worth  prefenr^ng,  (u\  ^  letter  Co  «  member  of  parli^* 
ynent,  on  the  iiettliiig  a  trade  to  the  South  Sea  of  America,  with  reafons  for  cn- 
€oora|ing  a  commerce  between  Great  Britain  and  the  coqntrict  fitoat^  hi  thofe 
iiia«.  London,  1711,  4to.  (2.)  A  true  accoint  of  the  dcfign  tnd  adviarages 
^f  a  Somh  Sea  trade,  with  anfwers  to  all  the  obje^kicma  made  ag^tDfl  it.  L?^* 
4don,  i7ti,6vo.  (3.)  An  ctTif  on  the  natnre  and  methods  of  farrjiog  00  a 
trade  to  the  Sooth  Seas.  By  Robert  Allan,  who  refided  fomc  fcars  in  the  king- 
^om  of  Prrtt.    London,  t y  iz,  ^vo. 

■n  There  never  was  a  period  when  party  fptrit  ran  higher,  and  confcq'tentiy 

when  tmth  was  more  dirgoifcd,  or  faifebood  better  drefled,  than  in  this.    There 

^at  leff  regard  paid  to  the  weight  of  propofitbns  than  to  the  perions  who  pro* 

|v>fed  theni|  and  therefore  the  only  way  of  coming  at  truth,  is  to  cosHder  thefc 

^opwfi/u)as,  wiihout  rcfpeftiog  \irho  fopportcd,  or  who  feofored. 

a£sun(t 
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^fgaiftft  i*cni.  This  had  the  dcfigncd  t«e& ;  the  Dutch  took 
vmbragc  at  it,  and  expreflcd  loudly  enough  their  diflTatisfaflion 
at  our  entering  on  any  fuch  views.  This  anfwered  the  endpro-* 
pofedf  and  begot  an  extraordinary  concurrence  in  the  neur 
Scheme  here.  The  debts  unprovided  for,  were  next  liquidated 
ot  9)47  f  93241.  on  which  an  annuity  at  the  rate  of  6 1.  per  cent* 
"was  granted,,  until  the  principal  was  paid,  which  annuity 
amounted  to  568,279 1.  ^ 

The  conaspany  was  incorporated  for  canning  on  a  trade  to 
the  South  8eas ;  and,  by  their  charter,,  there  was  invefted  i» 
them  and  their  fucceilbrs,  the  fole  trade  into^  and  firom,  all  the 
kingdoms  and  lands  on  the  eaft  fide  of  America,  from  tho  river 
Oroonoko,  to  the  foutbermoft  part  of  Terra  del  Fuego,  and 
on  the  weft  fide  thereof,  from  the  faid  fouthermoil  part  of 
Terra  del  Fuego,  through  the  South  Sea,  to  the  northermoft 
part  of  America,  and  into,  and  from  all  the  countries,  iflands^ 
and  phces  within  the  (aid  limits,  which  are  reputed  to  belong, 
to  Spain,  or  which  (hall  hereafter  be  found  out,  or  discovered 
within  the  limits  aforefaid,^not  exceeding  three  hundred  leagues 
from  the  continent  of  America,  on  tlie  faid  wefk  fide  thereof^ 
except  the  kingdom  of  Braai),  and  fuch  other  places  on  the 
caft  fide  of  America,  as  are  now  in  the  pofllffion  of  the  king 
of  Portugal,  and  the  country  of  Surinam,,  in  the  pofleflion  of 
the  States-General.  And  to  give  the  thing  fiiU  the  greater  fanc- 
tion^  the  faid  company,  and  none  elfe,  were  to  trade  withiiv 
the  faid  limits;  and  if  any  other  pcrfon  ihoukl  prefume  to 
trade  to  the  South  Seas,  they  were  to  forfeit  the  (hip  and 
good»,  and  double  she  value  r  one  fourth  past  to  the  crown  v 
another  fourth  part  to  the  profecutor  \  and  the  remsuning  half 
to  the  ufe  of  the  company.  And  it  is  alfo  provided,  that  th<r 
company  (hall  be  the  fok  owners  of  the  ifiands,,  forts,  Isc , 
which  they  (haU  difcovcr,  and  creft  within  the  feid  limits,  tor 
be  held  of  the  crown,  under  the  annual-rent  of  one  ounce  of 
gold,  and  of  all  (hips  taken  as  prize,  by  the  (hips  of  the  faid 

B  Anna!i   of  quern   Anne,  vo^   x.   p.   aiS,    333.     Burnet's   hiOwy  af  bi# 
v^n  times,    vol.    ii.    p.    56$^.    OUmixoa's  h^ito  y    of   th»'  Slbtrts,    vol.    \u 

eompacy. 
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company,  ahd  the  companj  may  feize,  by  force  of  aniis,  all 
other  Britifh  fhips  trading  in  thofe  feas^. 

The  ftock  of  this  corporation  was  to  ariie  from  the  fubfcrip- 
tion  of  thefe  public  debts,  and  the  fum  of  8,279!.  was  grant* 
ed  for  the  charges  of  management ;  and  as  trads  could  net  be 
carried  on  without  money,  fo  the  governor  and  dire£lon 
of  the  new  company  bad  powers  by  their  charter^  to  make 
any  call,  not  exceeding  ten  per  cent,  for  the  profecution  of  this 
trade  Pi 

Thb  lord  high-treafurier  Oxford,  than  whom  no  minifter  had 
tie^ner  hands,  or  a  founder  head,  faw,  with  great  fatts£adioo> 
the  South.Sea  company's  ilock  fubfcribed,  by  the  very  people 
who,  upon  its  firft  propofalj  had  treated  his  proje6^  as  a  chi- 
mera.    He  knew,  much  better  than  they,  how  far  it  was  chi- 
merical ;  he  knew,  that  nO  advantageous  trade  could  be  carried 
on  according  to  the  fchemc  of  the  charter ;  but  when  the  char- 
ter was  granted^  it  was  too  early  for  him  to  difcoTer  what  be 
really  meant  by  trade  to  the  South  Seas;    In  the  year  171 31 
the  AssiENTO  treaty,  or  agreement  between  king  Philip  of 
Spain,  and  the  Guinea  company  in  France,  for  the  fbrnilhiog 
negroes  to  the  Weft  Indies,  determined;  and  the  lord-treafurer 
had  an  slgent  of  his  in  Spaing  who  took  notice  of  it  to  the 
duke  d'Offuna,  hinting  alfo)  that  the  granting  this  to  the  Eng- 
lifli  might  prove  a  means  towards  bringing  about  a  peace  \  inal- 
much,  as  this  had  been  one  of  the  principal  points  propofed  by 
the  private  treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  king  Charles.  The 
propofal  was  eagerly  embraced^  becaufe  it  not  only  had  a  ten- 

^  This  was,  iodcedj  liable  to  the  objeAion  made  by  Tone  of  the  vrttrrs 
before- mentioned,  that  the  trade  was  chimerical,  as  in  truth  the  compaoy  ne?cr 
attempted  to  fend  a  (hip  into  the  South  S<si.  fiut  the  miniHer  bad  very  juft 
rrifons  to  proceed  ai  he  did.  Firtt,  he  was  obli^  to  l^tle  the  eompany 
without  Ijfs  of  time,  and^  while  the  war  continued,  eipedkions  Bii|[bt  hate 
bech  made  into  the  Souih  5>eas.  Secondtjr,  the  forming  this  company,  and  the 
tenor  of  iis  charter,  aUroicd  the  Spaniards,  and  difpofed  them  to  make  any 
conctffioni,  in  order  to  procure  a  peace  with  Britain.  Thirdly,  th^  Aflient^ 
wai  obtained  for  this  company,  in  lieu  of  this  trade  granted  them  to  the  Swuifc 
Sea. 

P  Statute  9*  Anna;,  rap.  11.  Charter  of  the  South«Sea  ccmpany«  See 
alfo  the  feveral  trcaiiiet  which  ha?c  bceo  before  referred  to;  reUtive  10  thU 
fabjcdV. 

acncy 
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idehcy  to  ahfwer  the  great  end  of  fettling  king  Philip's  title ; 
but  it  alfo  gave  a  handle  to  the  Spaniai'ds  to  rid  themfelves  of 
the  French,  whofe  dealings  in  the  South  Seas  had  long  given 
tbeniy  ai  it  ought  to  hitve  giveii  us,  great  umbrage^. 

Thus  this  wife  and  able  minifter  brought  about  in  Spain^ 
what  few  had  any  thoughts  of  in  Englahd }  slnd  procured  th'is 
to  be  offered  by  king  Philipj  as  a  means  of  conciliating  the  ih« 
terefia  of  the  two  crowns,  and  reneli^ing  the  old  coi-re(^hdence 
between  the  two  natibnsl  In  confequience  of  this^  a  project; 
confifting  bf  forty-two  articles,  was  delivered  to  his  Catholic 
inajefty;  whoj  on  the  26th  of  Mslrch;  17139  ratified  them  by 
bis  royal  deciree  at  Madrid  ;  and  thcfe  sire  the  articles  fo  folemh* 
ly  confirmed  in  the  treaty  of  peace  before-roehtibned,  and  which 
bave  been  the  bafis  of  the  trade  carried  on  by  the  South-Sea 
companjr  ^  and  which^  if  it  has  not^  might  tertaiiily  have  been 
made  extremely  beneficial  tb  this  nation  ^ 

This  AisiENTO  contra£l  ftipulates^  in  the  firft  place;  that 
from  the  firft  of  May  17 131  to  the  firft  of  May  17431  the 
company  (hall  tranfport  intb  the  Spanifli  Weft  Indies  1 44,006 
negroes  of  both  fexes^  and  bf  all  ages,  at  the  rate  of  4806 
negroes  every  year;  that  for  each  negrbe  the  Aflientifts  (hall 
pay  33f  pieces  of  eighty  in  full  for  all  royal  duties;  that 
the  faid  Aifientifts  (hall  advance  bis  Catholic  majefty  200J000 
pieces  oJF  eight,  upon  the  terms  prefcribed  in  the  contra£l  $  that 
twice  a*year  they  (hail  pay  the  before- mentioned  duties  of  4000 
negroes,  hii  Catholic  majefty  giving  them  the  duty  on  the  other 
800,  to  biilance  their  riik,  and  extraordinary  expeticcs ;  that 
bis  Catbblic  majefty,  and  the  qiieen  of  Great  Britain  (hall  each 
be  concerned  a  quarter  pate  in  the  faid  trade^  and  fhall  be  al- 

4  This  leads  me  Co  take  notice  of  an  immediate  and  capital  advantage  which 
refulted  to  Britain  fVom  this  (ranfalflion.  Jc  wrought  upon  the  natural  jcahui'y 
•f  the  Spaniards,  who  never  reded  till  they  ridded  themftlves  of  the  French 
traders;  who  were  bee  ^me  perfeAly  well  acquainted  with  the  route  by  Cipe 
Horo,  and  had  eVen  piflcd  this  way  to  the  £a(l  Indies,  and  fo  round  by  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  10  Europe,  as  appears  by  Frezier's  and  Birbinai's  vcy- 
ages;  and;  but  for  this  treaty,  no  queHion  would,  in  the  fpace  of  a  fevr 
years,  have  worked  tbem(clve»  into  a  regular  corrcfpondcACe  this  way  into  both 
ladies. 

f  AAes  k  memotres  de  la  paix  d*Utrecht,  tome  v.  p.  73^.  Corps  diplomatique 
tomeviii.  p.  i.  p.  330.     Lamberii,  tome  viti.  p.  3^9. 

Vol.  III.  S  f  '        lowed 
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lowed  a  qjiiarter  of  the  profits,  whkh  (hall  be  accounted  toi&f. 
by  the  Atfientifls,  upon  oath|  that  during  the  fpace,  ndthctf 
the  French  Guinea  company,  or  the  fobjeds  of  any  other 
crown,  ihaU  have  any  licence  to  import  negroes  i- and  io  caft 
they  (heuld  import  them,  they  (hall  be  conlidered  as  contra- 
band, and  the'  company  &all  have  power  to  confiftate  them^ 
with  many  ocher  claufes  for  the  (ecurity  of  this  trade,  which  are 
not  neceflary  for  me  here  to  mention.  I  (hall  content  myfelf 
with  obferving,  that  the  rights  and  privileges  granted  by  this 
contract  were  all  by  direAion  from  the  queen^  properly  affigo* 
ed  to* the  South-Sea  company;  and  though  it  might  be,  as  i 
believe  it  was^  true,  chat-  a  little  jobbing  was  pradli&d  in  ma* 
king  the  afGgiiments,.  yet  the  whole  was  moft  advantagcons  to 
this  nation  ;  and  if  we  have  not  reaped  fuch  benefits  from  this 
€ontra£t  as  we  might  have  done,  we  ought  not  to  blame  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht,  but  ourfelvcs;.  for  there  is  no  ferving  any 
nation  after  it  Is  come  to  a  certain  height  of  corruption* 

It  has  been  fugge/led',  that,  whatever  benefits  we  might  re« 
ceive  by  this  treaty,  there  were  ftill  much  greater  advantages 
that  might  have  been  acquired,,  if  we  had  not  fufiered  them  to 
flip  through  our  fingers.  I  (hall  take  fome  notice  of  thefe.  In 
the  firfl  place,  it  has  been  faid,  that  we  might  have  made  our- 
felves  mafters  of  the  bidie%  or  at  leaft  of  the  trade  of  them. 
1  da  not  fee  how  this  can  be  proved.  For,  on  the  one  hand, 
our  .open  enemies  were  extremely  ftrong  there,  fo-as  not  only 
to  z8t  upon  the  defenfive,.  but  even  to  attack,  and  that  fnccefs- 
fuUjt  too,  the  fettlements  of  our  allies,  the  Portoguefe ;  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  not  the  Dutch  only,  but  all  the  confederates 
were  extremely  averfe  to  our  making  conque(b  in  the  Weft 
Indies  \  which  were  amongft  the  true  and  weighty  reafons 
why,  under  the  earl  of  Godolphia's  adminiiifation^.  they  were 
forborne  K 

*  We  bive  more  than  once  touched  tbe  reafons^why,  ooder  ffatt  oii«i0er,  w«  \ 
did  not  carry  on  a  fca  war  again  ft  Spain,  in  the  lodicf,  «nd  «e  alfo  acqMotcd 
the  reader  with  ibe  arttckf  of  the  (ecrcc  treaty ;  Co  which  wc  will  sow  add,  diat 
our  r.avy  was  (o  fuHy  employed,  that,  perhaps,  lefs  cogent  rea/oos  might  have 
indoced  odr  ftatcfmen  not  to  attempt  any  thing  at  foch  a  didance^  rather  than 
ti ft.  the  attempting  what  would  have  Cftafpcratod  fricotis  as  well  at  Imt,  with 
fmall  hopes  of  fucceiik 
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9n  time  of  war,  therefore,  it  does  not  appear  we  were  able 
to  do  much  againft  the  Spaniards,  and  againft  the  French  wc 
were  ftill  in  a  wopfe  coadition;;  for  in  the  iflands  they  were  too 
ftrong  for  us,  from  their  having  but  few  colonies,  and'  thofe 
well  |)eop!ed ;  and  in  Canada  they  found  the  fituation  of  the 
country  and  it^  climate,  fufficiendy  defended  them  againft  all 
we  could  do.  It  was  only  in  Newfoundland  that  we  had  any 
•profped  of  making  conquefts ;  and  there  they  g«ve  us  v^p  Pia;. 
centia,  the  only  place  they  hdd^. 

I  have  2iready  mentioned  the  affair  of  -Cape  Breton,  which 
fome  writers  have  called  a  mine  of  gold,  given  up  by  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht  to  the  French;  and  the  rcafon  afligned  for  it  is 
this  4  that  if  that  ifland  had  not  been  left  to  the  French,  we 
•fhould  have  poflcffed  the  ftflicry  in  that  part  of  the  world  with*- 
out  a  rival ;  and  might  confequently  have  made  what  market. 
-of  it  we  pleafed.  Yet,  however  acceptable  this  reafon  may  be 
at  home,  I  am  fure  nothing  raifes  us  fo  many  enemies  abroad  ; 
this  notion  of -monopolizing  trade,  and  /hutting  our  neighbours 
4»it  of  it  by  force,  has  a  very  bad  eS*e£l,  and  is  the  engine  con- 
ftantly  made  ufe  of  by  the  French,  to  prejudice  our*  once  good 
allies  the  Dutch  againft  us.  I  crave  leave  to  add,  that  expe- 
rience hath  (hewn  the  faS  to  be  otherwife  than  it  was  then  re- 
prefented;  we  were,  till  the  lafl  war  with  Spain,  in  pofTeflion 
of  a  very  great  trade  in  Newfoundland  4  and,  whenever  a  defi- 
nitive peace  is  made^  on  the  conclufion  of  the  prefcnt,  care  wiH 
fio  doubt  be  taken,  that  k  fiiall  be  (ecured  to  us  in  its  full  ex- 
tent, as  a  compenfation  (or  our  ex  pence,  and  then  I  concei\*e 
WfC  (hall  have  no  great  caufe  to  murmur  *. 

We  find  it  aHb  objcScd,  that  greater  fccurity  was  not  obr 
Gained  for  us  in  tlie  Mediterranean^  where,  <they  fay,  lye  (houM 

f  This  wif  ■  confideratle  place,  and  in  part  the  6hje(t  of  Sir  ftoirendcn 
^alkei's  expedition,  and  the  Fienchchofe  to  gite  it  up  to  facilitate  a  pence  ra- 
ther  than  have  it  taken  frofo  ihem,  as  it  certainly  wonld  have  bceo,  had  the 
war  continued.  It  was  equally  a  miifortune  to  the  f  reuch,  and  to  us,  that 
the  lAe  of  Cape  Breton  was  not  alfo  given  up,  which  has  been  a  bone  of  coo* 
Xcntioo  ever  Hnce. 

u  This  entire  ceilion  of  the  fithery  ought  to  he  confidered  9^  the  fole  meant 
erf  prefer ving  peace,  and  the  con/rqarnces  attending  this  treaty  before  uf,  (hew 
that  all  other  cxpsUlents  arc  incflcftuftl,  which,  til!  CKpcricncc  iheved  ir,  could  not 
te  Jcoowo. 

S  f  2  not 
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iiot  only  have  had  Gibraltari  but  a  territory  round  it.  It  ^^rc 
f  o  be  wifhed  they  had  given  us  a  plan  of  this  fortrefs,  with  the 
territory  they  eicpei^ed,  apd  then  at  t^ie  clpfe  of  the  enfuing 
war,  perhaps  it  migh^  hai^  been  obtained.  But  it  is  pur  mis- 
fortune, that  eyen  in  poi|its  of  f^ch  iipportance  a^  thefe,  wc 
l>orrow  pur  opinions  raither  from  the  parties  to  whi^h  we  atcadi 
ourfelves,  than  ffom  tbc  nature  of  things  thcmfelyes.  For  let 
it  be  remembered^  (h^t  zpany  of  tbofe  who  ipfifted  with  the 
utmoft  vehemence  on  this  error,  in  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  af- 
terwards,  when  their  fchemes  of  pplitics  were  changed,  were 
as  warm  in  aflertin?,  that  Gibraltar  and  Port  Mahon  too  were 
of  little  or  no  ufe,  and  were  adually  inclined  to  give  them  up 
fo  Spain,  not  in  confideration  of  any  equivalent  to  be  given  to 
Qreat  Britain,  but  in  order  to  have  fuch  a  peace  made,  as  woul4 
fuit  the  intereft  of  our  foreigp  allies.  It  is  not,  therefore,  eafy 
to  difcern,  through  the  miAs  of  parties,  what  in  this  rcf|)€& 
are  the  true  interefts  of  Britain  ^. 

All  that  can  be  fairly  faid  of  this  matter,  lies  in  a  narrow 
^ompaf«> ;  the  fecurity  of  our  trade  in  the  Mediterranean  is  well 
provided  for,  by  our  having  in  our  pofTcflion  the  very  bcft  ha- 
ven in  the  Mediterranean,  I  mean  that  of  Port  Mahon,  the  in* 
fiuence  derived  from  which,  when  properly  attended  to,  mu^ 
always  make  us  mafters  of  thofe  Teas,  and  put  it  in  our  power  to 
give  law  to  the  French.  If  an  Englifh  civil  gpvernment  were 
or>ce  %flabliihed  in  the  ifland  of  Minorca,  at)d  a  large  well-built 
city  ere£ted  there,  capable  of  becoming  the  centre  of  our  trade 
in  thofe  parts,  we  fhould  very  foon  fee  the  worth  of  that  ifland, 
and  recover  the  bed  part  of  the  trade  we  have  loft.  But  mili- 
tary governments  agree  fo  little  with  the  induftry  of  a  trading 
people,  and  are  in  themfelves  fo  repugnant^  to  the  genius  of  the 
Britifli  nation,  that  I  do  not  at  all  wonder  men  of  good  fenfe,  . 
and  thofe  too  of  aU  parties,  have  fecretly  an  incVmation,  that 
both  Gibraltar  and  Minorca  (hould  be  given  up  for  the  fame 

reaibn  that  the  patriots  in  king  Charles  Ild.'s  reign,  forced  him 

f  ■  <  »        ■  .       ,      • 

""  Tlie  5gnre  we  make,  as  a  maritime  power,  in  Europe,  requires  we  Ihould 

^sve  proper  Oaiions  in  the  Mediterranean;  ic  will  be  the  peculiar  and  perpe- 

jtai   glory  of  this  tetgn,  that  in  ic  they   were    gained :  experience  has  (bewn 

their  iiiiiiiy,  and,  ^igaiAil   fuch  arguments,   conjc£lwei   and    plattfibilitles   will 

never  prevail, 

to 
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to  part  with  Tangier.  But,  be  this  sis  it, will,  we  certainly  have 
po  right  to  cry  down  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  for  fumifhing  us 
with  advantaged)  which  our  own  corruption  will  not  allow  ua 
to  keep. 

To  conclude  this  part  of  my  fubjed,  I  mud  obfcrve,  that, 
upon  the  clofe  of  the  war,  the  French  found  themfelves  totally 
deprived  of  all  preteniions  to  the  dominion  of  the  fea.  We 
have,  in  part,  dempnftrated  this  in  the  lad  volume;  but  fome^ 
thing  more  remsiins  to  be  faid  here.  Mod  of  our  conquefts, 
indeed  all  of  them  that  were  of  any  ufc  to  us,  were  made  by, 
or  at  Icaft  chiefly  by  our  fleets.  Sir  George  Rooke  took  Gi* 
braltar,  and  8ir  John  Leake  reduced  Minorca ;  and  it  is  alfo  evi- 
ilent,  chat  it  was  our  Qeet  alone  that  fupported  king  Charles  in 
Patalonia,  and  kept  the  king  of  Portugal  deady  to  the  grand 
alliance ;  which,  befides  the  advantages  it  brought  to  the  com^ 
mon  caufe,  fecured  to  us  the  invaluable  profits  of  our  trade  to 
that  country;  andaU  this  againd  the  fpirit,  genius,  and  inclina* 
tion  of  the  king  of  Portugal,  and  his  minidcrs,  who  were  all 
at  that  time  in  the  Trench  Intcrcd  in  their  hearts ;  from  which. 
they  had  never  departed  fo  much  as  in  lliew,  if  the  mod  Chri^ 
^ian  king  had  been  able  to  perform  what  we  did ;  fince  it  is 
well  known,  that  the  Portugueze  fird  offered  themfelves  to, 
and  contracted  an  alUapce  with  (hat  monarcbj^  apd  h^s  grandfon 
of  Spain  ^. 

At  the  fame  tipie,  our  flcet$  prevented  the  French  from  fo 
much  a$  failing  on  the  Mediterranean,  where  they  had  made  a 
figure  in  the  lad  war,  and  kept  many  of  the  Italian  dates  in 
awe.  The  very  Algerines,  and  other  piratical  dates  of  Bar, 
bary,  contrary  to  their  natural  propenfity  to  the  French,  werq 
now  obfequious  to  vts,  aqd  entertained  no  manner  of  doubt  o( 
the  fuperiority  of  oyr  flag.  Tp  fpcafc  the  truth,  the  flacknefi| 
of  the  Dutch,  in  fending  (hips  to  this  part  of  the  world,  had 
in  this  refpeft  an  efFcdt  happy  enough  for  us,  fince  it  occafion- 
ed  our  being  confidered  as  the  leading  power,  by  all  who  ha4 
any  concerns  yri^h  us  and  them.    Yet  it  mud  be  admitted,  that 

*  In  every  war  thh  his  been  fuificiently  Teen.  Our  fleet  11  n^turail/  the  of* 
lenfive  ftrengih  of  tbU  Daiioi),  by  which  the  power  ol  Biiuiii  is  feared,  bein^  *t 
feme  time  or  other  fwlt  under  every  cliine, 

in 
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in  the  courfc  of  this  war,  the  French  performed  Ibme  extraor- 
dinary exploits  m  the  attacking  the  ^ects  and  colonies  of  ns^ 
and  our  allies,  at  which  we  need  not  wonder,  fincc  now  this 
^vas  all  they  had  in  their  power ;  and  though  it  difturbed  ffs  « 
good  deal,  and  bronghc  them  fomc  profit,  yet  it  was  more  i 
mark  of  their  weakneft  than  of  ours ;  ft>r  what  greater,  what 
itiore  glorious  argument  of  our  naval  force,  than  our  finking  z 
great  miaritime  power  into  a  petty  piratical  ftate^? 

Let  us  but  confider  the  figure  that  France  made  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  laft  war,  and  at  the  end  of  this.  She  had  then 
her  fleets  as  well  as  we ;  nay,  fhe  had  fometimes  better  fleets  j 
inftead  of  waiting  till  (he  was  attacked,  or  giving  us  the  trou- 
ble to  go  and  feek  her  fquadrons  at  a  diftance,  (he  fpread  the 
fea  with  her  navy,  and  infulted  us  upon  our  own  coafts;  though 
we  had  Spain  for  us  in  al^  that  war,  yet  it  was  thought  ex- 
tremely dangerous  for  us  to  winter  in  its  jX)rts ;  and  e\'cry  body 
Inows,  every  body  may  fee  from  this,  and  other  hiftories,  that 
while  we  protefted  Spain  by  our  fleets,  we  were  often  in  dan- 
ger, for  want  of  them,  of  being  invaded  by  France  at  home- 
But,  in  th}8  war,  the  enemy  feldom  appeared  at  fea,  and  al- 
ways quitted  it  at  our  approach*  Our  naval  empire  commenced 
from  the  battle  of  Malaga ;  the  extin^iion  of  the  French  force 
at  fea,  was  in  a  manner  completed  by  our  enterprize  on  Tou- 
lon, '^hey  were,  from  that  time,  incapable  of  any  great  expe- 
dition, and  the  only  attempt  of  that  kind  they  made,  I  mean 
the  pitiful  one  on  Scotland,  very  folly  (hewed  it.  They  ftolc 
from  our  fleet  through  the  advantage  of  winds  and  tides ;  the 
apprehenfion  of  being  overtaken,  hindered  them  from  landing, 
and  their  return  was  a  plain  flight. 

In  a  word,  to  Turn  up  all,  we  had  to  deal,  in  the  firft  w^r, 
frith  the  fleets  t>f  Brefl:  and  Toulon,  capable  of  difputing  with 


y  Tt  \t  Kally  wonderful  that  this  faO  has  not  been  more  confidered.  When 
fnarOiaU  T6urville  )iy  in  wait  fiyr  the  Smyrna  fleet,  what  was  it  Icfs  than  con- 
vrrting  the  naval  power  of  France  into  privateers.  CommercM  hcfithui  intefm 
flifa.  Commerc«  rendered  impra^icahle  to  enemies,  is  the  legend  of  (he  medal 
(Irnck  upon  (hat  event.  After  the  battle  of  Malaga,  the  men  of  war  were  let,  or 
fent,  to  the  merchants,  to  be  fitted  out  as  corfairs.  John  du  Bart,  Mr.  da  Gcat 
Trooin,  and  Fourbin,  were  the  heroes  who  kept  up  the  French  fame  at  fea,  and 
were  employed  in  piciLin^  up  trading  vcflcls,  while  our  ii^uadroos  were  fubJoing 
^icgdoms. 

US 
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JB8  tfae  dominion  of  the  {csl  in  our.  full  ftreugth ;  in  this^  if  we 
could  guard  againft  the  Piccaroons  of  St.  Maloes,  and  Dun- 
kirkj  all  was  well  y  our  merchant*inen  fudercd  fometfincs ;  but 
our  fleets  and  f<|uadFon$  were  always  fafe  ;  nay^  even  in  the 
trivial  war  between  fingle  fhips,  we  had  the  advantage,  upoQ 
the  whole^  as  appears  by  the  admiralty's  computation  ^  which 
fliewS)  not  only  the  French  fufiered  more  than  we^  but,  whac 
I  believe  few  people  have  obfervedj  that  they  fuffered  a 
third  more  in  this  war,,  than  they  did  in  the  lail^  notwichfland-^ 
ing  the  many  lea-£ghts  in  that^  and  there  being  but  a  (Ingle  on^ 
in  this  ^. 

*  Tbc  truth  of  what  is  aflerted  in  this  paraf  r-  ph,  will  appear  at  firft  fight,  Vj 
cotnpaiing  the  two  foUowirg  lifls,  wh  c  )  ihew  the  lofs  futiamcd  by  England  and 
France,  in  tbia  war,  with  thole  in  vo).  iii.  p.  224,  22 5r  where  wc  have  Aiewn  w.iat 
wu  1*A  on  both  fidct  in  tbc  hft  war,  and  trom  whence  it  is  manifeft,  that  the 
French  left  754  gnns,  and  confcquently  11,310  toos  ol  (h'pp  og  moie  in  tbii  W4f 
than  in  that. 

A  List  of  EngllHi  fl.i^a  loft,  ot  taken,  ia 

queen  Annk's  war.  French  (hips  loft  or  tahen. 


CMS. 

Number. 

Ciins 

So    - 

—    %    — 

-     160 

70    - 

....    4    .. 

-    280 

€0    - 

—    2    . — 

—      I20 

.50    - 

-^    8    ^— 

—      400 

4»    - 

I    _ 

-        48 

40    - 

_    ».    _ 

-         80 

i«    - 

-^     I     — 

-      3<J 

3*    - 

—    4  — 

-     12S 

30    - 

—    1     — 

-      30 

aS    - 

—     I    _ 

*-         28 

24    - 

—  II    — 

-  264 

ax    - 

— ^-     1     •— 

—        22 

Total,     38  Ijjtf 
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4     — 

—    400 

90    

8     

-    720 

86    

8    

-    68S 

74    

I    — 

-      74    ♦ 

70    

3    — 
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64     

I    •— 

-     H 

56     

1    — 

-      5^ 

54    

4    — 

-    21& 

50    

a  •— . 

—      lOO 

4«    

I    — 

-      48 

40     

I    — 

-      40 

36    

2      — 

-        72, 

34 

I      — 

-      34 

32    

I      — 

-      31 

30 

a    i— 

-      60 

28    

1     — 

-      28 

24     

8    — 

—    15a 

3    — 

-      60 

Total, 

5» 

3094 

33 

J  596 

rtis  ours,. 

18 

1498 

There 
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There  happened  no  further  naval  armaments  within  the  eom^ 
))afs  of  this  reign,  except  the  fending  a  fquadron  into  the  Me- 
diterranean, under  the  command  of  Sir  James  Wifliart  j  the 
defign  of  it,  without  queilion,  was  to  execute  what  remained 
to  be  executed  of  the  peace ;  and  as  his  Catholic  majeftj  wasi 
at  that  time,  intent  on  the  redu£lion  of  Catalonia,  the  Eogliih 
fleet  rendered  him  fomc  fervices;  which,  however,  made  a 
great  noife  at  home  -,  fofi  as  the  Catalans  had  been  btiginally 
brought  into  the  war  by  the  perfuafion  of  the  queen's  minifter, 
and  upon  repeated  promifes  of  her  majcfty's  conftant  fupportof 
them,  it  was  thought  not  a  little  extraordinary,  that  the  £og- 
lifh  fleet  (hould  afford  any  countenance,  much  le(s  afiiftance, 
to  the  enemies  of  that  brave  people,  who  ftill  coniidered  them- 
felves  as  the  allies  of  Great  Britain  '*• 

It  is  true,  that  many  plaufible  things  were  offered  in  ckcvfe 
of  this  condud.  It  is  faid,  that  her  majefty  bad  done  all  that 
lay  in  her  power,  to  procure  for  thofe  people  the  continuance 
of  their  ancient  privileges  i  and  that  though  ihe  had  not  abfo^ 
lutely  fucceeded  in  this,  yet  (he  had  procured  them  an  eqoiva* 
lent  for  their  ancient  privileges ;  which  was  (harihg  thofe  of 
Caftile,  and  particularly  that  of  being  capable  of  having  a  con« 
cern  in  the  trade  to  the  Weft  Indies,  from  which  all  other  fub^ 
je€ts  of  the  crown  of  Spain  are  excluded.  To  this  it  was  added^ 
that  it  was  in  a  great  meafure  owing  to  the  faults  of  the  Cata- 
lans themfelves,  that  her  majefty's  interpofition  did  not  fucceed 
to  the  full;  fince,  while  (he  was  applying  in  their  favour  to  king 
Philip,  they  actually  declared  war  againft  him  i  which  pot  it 
out  of  her  majefty's  power  to  folicit  for  them  any  longer.  It 
was  likewife  alledged,  that  the  emperor  might  have  ftipulated 
conditions  for  them,  under  the  guaranty  of  her  majefty,  in  his 
provifional  treaty  for  the  evacuation  of  that  province  j  fo  thatt 
upon  the  whole,  it  ought  to  be  underftood,  that  whatever  mer- 
cy thefe  people  received,  flowed  from  the  care  taken  of  them 
by  the  queen  i  whereas,  the  many  and  great  miferies  they  faf- 

*  Theqtif«n  had  excited  thefe  people  to  tnke  up  arms,  by  her  minifler,  Mtt< 

ford  Crow,  Efqi  who  h^d  letters  of  credence.     The  car!  of  PcterboroDgh  h«d 

treated  with  them  by  tier  orders.     ln(lruA}ons  w^re  conceived  i^  Hrong  terms 

in  their  favonr,  when  lord  JLexihgton  was  fcht  to  &pain,  nor  mas  it  ever  the 

-qucen*s  intcjuioo  tbcy  Ihould  be  given  up. 

fcTcd, 


f 


,  tn^RTatfthitcly  the  effefb  of itbeiv  own  perrerfefacfi  and 
^ftinik^y't^ 

'  Bdti  ^^>t  I  incfty  n<>t  JSippeitf 'flh  tpoldgift;  rathter  tfaim  an  hifto^ 
ifiati,  I  Ulttft  (p^Je  mj  fentimetits  fincerely  of  this  matter.  The 
^Migatiiow  that  Gresit  Britain  w^k  undcfi  to  prdteA  ihefe  people; 
tras  very  blear^  arid  withal  fe  ftrohgi  and  fo  Bindfaig  on  the  go- 
Ipemmenti  that  it  is  impofBUeio.conceiYej  hon^  an^  inihiftersi 
andefpedaUy  tbofewbocounter-Bgned  the  iftrf  ihftruAions  for 
giiring  fach  aflurances'  td  the  Gatklansj  could  btlieTc  it  right; 
or  conhl  «ven  imagine  it  elcti£^lc^  tiot  to  iecurethem  their 
privileges  bf  the  peace:  As  ^to  theii*  having  this  in  their  powers 
it  appears  to  me  a  thing  paft  all  doiibt  |  for$  irhen  they  firft 
thodght  of  the  peace,  .they  fttieir  tht  engageinehti  they  were 
under  to  thefe  people,  and  they  ought  to  have,  taken  carc^  that 
wh^  bad  been  promiied  thUn  upon*  the  pablifcfaifh,  ihonld  have 
been  perfortned;  Beddes,  it  appears  plainly  by  the  treaty  of 
peaee  #Ub  Spatil,  ths^  oiir  miniftfy  had  power  enough  to  ob^ 
tain  tht  whole  -khigdom  of  Sicily  for  the  duke  of  SaVoy ;  and 
bne  eannot  eafily  conceive^  that  people,  who  were  able  to  do  (6 
mvdh  to  oblige'  one  ally,  fhoiild  not  be'  able  tb  bbtaln  jufticd 
for  another'.  ^ 

The  truth  fe^s  to  ba^e  been,  that  the  Span)(h  toqrt  Were 
^ery  deflrbus  of  carrying  this  point;  and  found  a  way  (o  gaiii 
<»ur  mirtifter^  who  Was  fent  thither  before  the  fc^iharconclu* 
Son  df  the  treaty,  to  i*elax  a  little  In  tbid  partictatar;  which; 
perhaps;  h<i  did  not  tonfider  in  the  light  that  I  dd ;  and  after- 
Wardsj  it  Was  impoffible  to  re<loterj  what  had  been  departed 
fVom.  I  im  very  far,  however,  f^om  thinkings  that  all  the 
ftiinifters  thed  about  the  queeh  were  culpable  in  this  matter:    t 


i>  Th«y  were  obftinate  in  thdr  iverfion  td  king  t*bi!ip,  e^cn  wbro  they  toiund 
themfelTef  left  by  ih«  allies;  they  ifirft  dcHrcd  to.bc  annexed  lo  the  herfcdiury 
dominions -of  the  faoufe  of  Auflrta,  then  to  become  a  free  rtpublic^  and,  by  the 
imperial  minifter  at  Conftantinople,  they  demanded  the  protc^iun  of  the  Ottoman 
^ofte..  "   '  '  -  • 

^  However  their  bebaviotir,  as  ftated  in  tj^etr  former  liole^  mighi  excnfe  hii 
i^atholic  mjijedy,  it  4id  by  no  means  juftify  the  queen*»  mini/lers,  who  (hould 
Have  itifified  upon  king  Philip's  offering  them  their  privilege!,  a^  well  tt  a  ge« 
neral  amnrfty  ;  after  which,  if  they  bad  continued  in  arms,  the  queco^s  hononr 
had  been  faved. 

Vol.111.  Tt  hare 
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hMJt  rtaSon  to  doubt,  vhtfther  the  hudFtreaforcr  Oalbftf 
into  that  meafare  j  and  I  have  authority  to  fay)  that  the  late  diikr 
of  Bockin^amfflire  waa  fihx kom concmvUig  ia  it»  that  he 
brbvghtthia  nattier  twice  upon  thecarpetiaeoonciltandciiertel 
aU  his  imereft  to  have  prevented^  die  Catalans  from  being  givc» 
op  as  they  were*  I  am  likewife  aflured,  that  whatever  Sir  Jame» 
Wiihait  did)  was  from  his  own  eonftniQion  of  bis  infttaftions^ 
and  notfrom  anji  e&pre&  direAiotts  coneainetf  in  them.  This^ 
fi)  fir  as  I  have  been'  abtc  tor  leanit  b  the  truth)  and  the  whole 
cmth  withoot  diigoxfe  or  ezceaoation ;  and,  if  there  was  ao^ 
aiinifter)  whofe  intereft  with  the  qaeen  contribttted  in  any  dc« 
gree  to  thefe  poor  peopIe^s  misfiDituoe,  I  freely  own,  that  I  thinfc 
he  departed  in  thijf  reQ;e£t  from  the  du^  he  owed  to  his  naifbda 
and  to  bis  country* 

I  am*  now  to  proceed  from  the  geaerathiftory  of  the  navat 
dperatioa^  in  this  reign,  to  the  pavticular  memoirs  of  ^Uk  cmi^ 
slent  fcamisii  as  £ouri0ied  in  it ;  and  as  I  have  taken  particular 
pains  to  be  well^  informed  as  to  their  cenduA  and  behaviour^  fo 
I^  (hall  deliver  what'  has  come  tO'  my  hands^  with  the  atmoft  im* 
partiality  v  atf  the  fame  tiihC)  I  moft  esiprefs  my  deepregvety-thae 
many  circumftances  relating  to  the  worthy  men  of  whom  I  ana 
liow  to  fpcak)'  are  attended  with  more  obfcurity  than  i  could 
wifh)  aotwithftanding  the  recendsefs  of  the  fads,  and  the  obK* 
gation  that  public  smd  private  biifofians  were  under)  to  have 
prefcrved)  as  Air  as  lay  in  theii^  power,,  whatever  might  have 
contributed  to  the  honour  of  thofe  brave  officers)  who  fo  gal* 
lantly  expofed  fthemfelves  for  the  advantage  oi  thehr  country,, 
and  to  ^hofe  courage  and  condu£t  we  ftand*  iodebfied  for  the 
asany  advantages  this  nation  ftiU  enjoyS)  as  Well  as  for  the  force 
and  reputation  of  our  maritime  power,  which  has  extended  it-^ 
itlf  to  the  moft  diftant  parts  of  the  world,  and,  tmdtr  this  reign 
particularly,  drew  the  higheft  refpedto  the  Englilh  flag  where- 
ever  it  appeared.    A«  it  fecured  to  us  fucfa  a  mighty  acceffibn  of 
trade,  that  the  (Iiipping  of  this  kingdom  was  increafed  near  a 
third,  in  the  fliort  interval  between  the  conclufion  of  the  peace 
and  the  death  of  the  queens 

« 
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MEMOIRS  of  Vice-admiral  B£NBOW, 

I 

AS  fame  oiight  conftantly  to  attend  oa  vlctue^  fo^  without 
doubt^  it  vonght  to  fQllow,  in  a  particular  manner^  th^ 
Idnd  pf  virtue  which  is  of  greatcft  tife  to  ibciety.3  1  mean,  fin- 
cere^  adive»  and  well-condu£led  public  fpirit.  This  it  was, 
that  diftinguUhed  the  gentleman  of  whom  I  am  new  to  fpeak^ 
and  that  in  an  age  when  puWc  fpirit  was  not  only  out  of  fi^ 
ihion^  but  out  of  countenance;;  when  a  man  who  profefled  to 
love  hia  country^  if  known  to  have  fenfc,  was  ^thought  to  be  a 
liypocrite^  and»  if  not  known  to  hare  it,  a  fool.  Mr.  'Benbo^ 
m2S  neither  4  be  had  a  probity  that  was  never  queftioned,  and 
a  knowledge  of  men  and  things  which  alwap  procured  him 
credits  4fi  whatever  ftation  he  appeared <i. 

But  there  was  this  peculiar  in  his  charader,  that  never  any 
addition  of  fortiine  or  honour  accrued  ^o  himfelf,  but  fome 
^ood  rtifidted  from  it  to  his  country:^  for  that  reafon  I  have, 
with  great  care^  *colIeAed  every  circumftaQcc«  relating  to  bi^ 
{MTogrcla  through  lifie,  from  private  hands.;  which  I  flatter  my- 
ielf  will  he  fo  much  the  more  sigreeable  to  the  public,  from  the 
want  of  pains  in  other  writers  to  vindicate  the  memory  of  this 
jgreat  man ;  which  they  have  rather  ii^Fed^  (^heaping together 
idle  and  iil-founded  fiories,  and  reprefenting,  as  the  rough  be- 
faaviour  of  a  tar,  that  fteady  courage,  and  that  ftrift  regard  for 
^ifcipUnCj  which  were  not  the  foibles,  as  fome  people  would  iur 
£naate,  but  the  truly  laudable  Qualities  ^f  thif  honeft^  gaiUant^ 
liod  acQompliihed  admiral  ^. 


#  Tk«  reader  witt  Afcrni,  inn  tfajB  fn6t9  ddherod  in  tlwfe  ncmqirft  thit 
^c  fifft  beginninf,  the  progrH*,  ind  indeed  everf  fiagle  aMc(^(ia  of  c)iaraOer|» 
M  well  M  every  ftep  of  prcferiDent  tfcer  tbat  chu^^r  l»roiigbt  him  into  the 
4rffVice,  were  the  folc  cfdU  »f  hU  aerit  $  iipaSA«d  hf  fttlkiterion,  nafi^ported 
#r  cofitoecQoii« 

^  Amengft  other  worthy  gentiemeii  to  whom  I  ftiikd  indebted,  lor  Banr  parti* 
calan  rceorded  to  thefe  flMooirfy  I  tin  eipectaUy  homnd  to  meocion  the  U'e  wor* 
<hr  iPasI  Calton,  Ef^  of  an  endeBC  mm!  honoanble  ftoiUy  in  B«rk(htre,  wh9 
ffMrried  ooe  of  thedeughten  asd  copMief^of  viee-admirel  Bcnbow,  and  ioto 
]w^a^  hand*  aany  ol  his  fatherio-Iaw's  papers  caine  after  ills  4ecc«re* 

Tta'  h 


It  nrpuld  have  been,  I  thinkj^  no  reflc&ion  upon  die  mecit  of 
this  worthy  man,  if  he  had  really  fprung,  as^fome  authors  fag. 
geft  he  did,  from  a  very  me^^i  original }  but  the  faA  i»  abfo- 
lutely  otberwife..  He  was  defccnded  from  the  antient  and  ho-^ 
nourable  family  of  the  Benbpws  in  the  county  of  Salop ;  whkh^ 
though  now  funk  in  point  of  riches  and  credit,  is  ftill  remember- 
ed with  honour,  as  it  deferyes  to  be,  fince  the  misfortune  of 
fhe  family  were  not  the  effe£ls  of  their  follies  and  rices;  but 
owing  to  their  firmnefs  and  fortitude,  their  attachment  to  ho- 
nour in  preference  to  intereft,  and  their  unihakren  adherence  to 
fhc  good  old  Englifh  principles  of  loyalty  and  patriotiUn  '. 

'"When  the  civil  war  broke  out,  king  Charles  I.  relying  ftrong* 
]y  on  the  aff:£lion  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  couniy,  repaired  in 
perfon  to  Shrcwfbury,entere(J  that  city  on  the  2cth  of  September, 
1642,  and  the  fame  day  made  a  folemn  and  public  dtclaration,  that 
he  did  not  carry  on  this  war  from  a  thirft  of  blood,  of  conqneft, 
or  of  abfolute  power,  but  from  ^  defire  of  preferring  his  own 
jjuft  rights,  and  thofe  of  his  people,  fince  he  was  determined,  if 
God  gave  him  fuccefs  therein,  tp  be  as  tender  of  the  privilegei 
of  iparliament,  as  of  his  own  prerogative.  Upon  this  declara- 
tionjj  the  lords  Newport  and  Littleton,  with  the  grcateft  part  of 
the  gentry  in  that  county,  came  in,  and  offered  his  majefty' their 
fervice  5  among  thefc,  were  Thomas  Benhow,  and  John  Ben- 
bow,  Eiqrs.  both  men  of  eftates,  and  both  colonels  in  the  king's 
fcrvicc,  of  whofc  fortunes  I  am  obliged  to  fay  fomewhat,  fince 
the  latter  was  the  father  of  our  admiral,  and  there  are  many 
things  worthy  of  being  recorded,  that  befcl  them  both  «• 

When  his  majefty's  affairs  were  thrown  into  abfolute  confu- 
£on,  and  he  had  been  traiteroully  murdered,  fuch  gentlemen  as 

r  Camden *s  remami,  p.  Hi.  Verdegan's  reflitattoa  of  deca^d  intelligence, 
ehtp.  ix.  Chai^er'i  anbiyfis  of  bonbnr/p. -73.  Wc  may,  from  the  acc^snu 
given  by  the(c  learned  authors,  colle£fc  froim  both  firnane  and  arms,  that  Benbow 
ift  a  Saxon  Family,  as  Bowes,  called  in  Latin,  tie  arcuhus^  certainly  appears  co  be» 
and  as  Strongbow  and  Bowman  are  cfteemed* 

S  The  earl  of  Clarendon  gives  a  large  account  of  this  afTair,  in  bis  hiftaiy, 
a^d  takes  partkuliir  notice  of  the  king>  coining  bis  pUte  there,  which  incHnedf 
many  noblemen  and  geodemeo  to  bfing  in  theirs,  as  alfo  confiderable  fums  0/ 
snoney.     See  the  folio  edition  of  his  hijflory,  p«  a48:.hut,  as  for  the  ^g's. 

rpccch»  k  may  be  found  a:  large  ia  J^eatb's  cbroaidc^  p.  38,  39* 

r,  -      ,  ,       ,  -  .  ^  .     ^ 
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4)a)d  ferved  in  his.  army,  retired  into  the  country,  and  lived  as 
privately  as  they  could.  But,  though  their  joterefts  were  much 
reduced,  and  their  fortunes  in  a  great  mec^fure  ruined,  yet  their 
fpirit  remained  unbroken,  and  they  a£ted  as  chearfuily  for  the 
fervice  of  king  Charles  II.  as  if  they  had  never  fuSered  at  all  by 
ierying  bis  father  *,  fo  much  a  better  principle  is  loyalty  than  cor- 
ruption. When  therefore  that  prince. marched  from  Scotland^ 
towards  Worcefter,  the  two  Benbows,  amongft  other  gentle-* 
men  of  (he  county  of  Salop,  went  to  attend  him ;  and  after 
fighting  bravely  in  the  fupport  of  their  fovereign,  wer^  both 
^aken  prifoners  by  the  rebels  K 

That  unfortunate  battle  was  fought  September  3,  165 1,  and 
iboD  after  a  court-martial  was  appointed  to  fit  at  Chefter,  where- 
in colonel  Macworth  had  the  chair  as  prefident,  and  major-ge-* 
lieral  Mitton^  and  other  (launch  friends  to  the  caufe,  afTided  ^ 
by  whom  ten  gentlemen,  of  th<:  firft  famiUes  in  England,  were 
illegally  and  barb^roufly  fentenced  to  dpath,  for  barely  corre- 
iponding  with  his  majefty,  and  £ve  of  them  were  executed.  They 
then  proceeded  to  try  Sir  Timothy  Fetherftonhougb,  colonel 
Thomas  Benbow,  and  the  earl  of  Derby,  for  being  in  his  fervice. 
They  were  all  cpndemned,  and,  in  ord^r  to  ftrike  the  greater 
terror  in  different  parts  of  the  county,  the  earl  of  Derby  wa$ 
adjudged  to  fuffer  death  on  the  ]5ih  of  October,  at  Bolton } 
Sir  Timothy  to  be  beheaded  pn  the  1 7th,  at  Chefter  ^  and  colo- 
nel Thomas  Bcnbow  to  be  (hot  on  the  19th,  at  Shrewfbury  j  all 
tbefc  fentences  were  feverally  put  in  execution » ;  which,  I  think, 
fufficiently  fliews,  that  the  Benbows  were  then,  or  had  been 
lately,  a  very  CQpGderable  family  in  Shropfhirc,  for  othcrwifc 
the  colonel  would  hardly  have  been  fqnt  out  of  the  w^rld  in  fo 
good  company  *^ 


^  Whiclocke's  metnoriAlf,  j?.  SM*    Heath's  chronick  of  the  civil  wars,  p.  30*, 
A^  newhKkoTf  of  loyal  niartyn,  p.  ajp.  I  Lloyd's  memorrafs  of  loyal 

faflcren,  p.  ^58,  when,  from  his  own,  or  the  printer*s  inaccuracy,  ic  is  Benlow 
^fleadof.Beudow.  Sir  George  Wharton,  io  hit  Gcfta  Britar.iiorum,  fays,  l»e 
iiitfered  at  Shrewrbary,  OAobcr  15,  itfs«»  the  fame  day  the  earl  of  Derby  was 
beheaded  at  Bokon.  Whitlocke,  in  his  memorials,  p.  511,  dates  it  fo  like- 
wift-  *  This  is  not  mentioned  in  Clarendon's  hiftory,  but  is  partica- 

larly  tikcn  notice  of  by  Sir  Philip  Warwick,  Dr.  Bares,  and  other  writers  of 
thofe  timesj  and  in  l^eath's  chroiiiclc,  p.  302. 
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As  for  colonel  *  John  Benbow,  he  made  his  eicape^  after  « 
(hort  imprifonmenCj  and  lived  privately  in  his  own  coantxy,  til 
after  the  reftoration,   when  he  was  hr  in  yearst    and  yet  f* 
much  to  feek  for  a  livelihoodi  that  he  was  glad  to  accept  of  a 
imall  office  belonging  to  the  ordnance  in  the  Tower,  which  jaft 
brought  him  an  income  fufficient  to  fubfift  himfcif  and  his  fami- 
ly wichoat  danger  of  ftarving.     In  this  fituation  he  waa,  wfaea 
a  little  before  the  breaking  out  of  the  firft  Dutch  war,  the  king 
ca<ne  to  the  Tower  to  examine  the  magazines.    There  bis  m^ 
jefty  caft  his  eye  on  the  good  old  coioncl»  who  had  now  been 
diftinguilhed  by  a  fine  head  of  grey  hairs  for  twenty  yeans.  The 
king,  whofe  memory  was  as  qnick  as  his  eye,  knew  him  at  firft 
fight,  and  immediately  came  up  and  embraced  hinu   ^  My  oM 
•«  friend,  colonel  Benbow,**  (aid  he,  <*  what  do  you  here  ^  I 
have,  returned  the  colonel,  a  place  of  fourfcore  pounds  a^year, 
in  which  I  ferve  your  majefty  as  chearfuily^  as  if  it  broaght  me 
in  four  thouiand.    **  Alas  i"  faid  the  king,  <<  is  that  all  that 
«  could  be  found  for  an  old  friend  at  Worcefter?  Colonel 
f*  Legge,  bring  tbk  gentleman  to  me  to«mornow,  and  I  wil 
**  provide  for  him  and  his  family  as  it  becomes  me."  But,  fliort 
as  the  time  was,  the  colonel  did  not  live  to  receive,  or  io  tamdk. 
as  to  claim,  the  cBeBts  of  this  graciotis  promife ;  for  the  fenfe  of 
the  king's  gratitude  and  goodnefs  (o  overcame  his  fpiritSi  that, 
fitting  down  on  a  bench,  he  there  breathed  his  hA$  befare  the 
king  was  well  out  of  the  Tower^     And  thus,  both  brotheit 
fell  martyrs  to  the  royal  caufe,  one  ip  grlef|  and  (he  other  in 
joy ». 

When  we  conGder  the  many  misfortunes,  and  diftrefied  cir- 
cnmftances  of  the  father,  it  is  impoffible  not  to  be  fbrpri^^  at 
the  poverty,  or  not  feel  compaffion  for  the  condition  of  Kis  fa- 
mily, of  the  ftate  of  which,  at  the  time  of  his  deceafe,  I  am  not 
able  to  give  any  diftia^l  account ;  all  that  I  have  been  able  to 
learn,  is,  that  this  fon  John,  who  was  then  about  fifteen,  was 
bred  to  the  fea ;  but  that  it  was  in  fo  low  a  fkation  as  a  waters 
man's  boy,  which  (bme  writers  pofitively  affirm,  I  can  hardly 
believe,  becaufe,  even  in  king  Charles  Ild/s  reign,  he  was  own- 

1  Thh  pa^ticDlar  I  had  from  Mr.  C-ItoB,  aa4  it  has  bf efi  likewife  coofir^De^  c» 
IPC  by  LyuaI  o.htr  ]^Con$  of  credit« 

er 
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cr  And  coouaaiider  of  a  ihip  caDed  tbe  Bcnbow  frigate,  an4 
nade  then  a»  refpeAable  a  figure  as  any  man  concerned  in  the 
trade  to  the  Mediteiraneaa.  He  was  always  confidered  by  the 
merchants,  as  a  bold,  bra^e^  and  a£live  commander,  one  who 
took  care  of  his  ieaaaen»  and  was  therefore  chearfully  obeyed 
hj  tbepn,  though  be  maintained  &Fi€t  difcipline,  with  greater 
£i^ety  there>  iban  afterwards  in  the  royal  navy.  This  behaviour 
caiied  his  repotation  greatly^  fo  that  no  man  was  better  kuown^ 
or  more  efteemed  by  the  merchants  upon  the  Exchange^  thao 
captain  Bqnbow.  It  does  not^  however,  appear,  that  he  ever 
Ibught  any  preferment  in  that  whole  reign ;  neither  U  it  likely 
he  would  have  met  with  it  in  the  next,  but  from  a  remarkable 
accident*  of  which  I  (hall  give  the  reader  the  beft  account  I 
can*  becanfe  it  gave  rife  to  all  his  future  fortunes,  and  is  withal 
as  extraordinary  a  ftory  in  itfelf,  as  perhaps  ever  appeared  ">• 

la  the  year  1 6i6^  captain  Benbow^  in  his  own  veiTcl  th^ 
Beabow  frigate,  was  attacked  in  his  pafiage  to  Cadiz  by  a  SalljF 
rover,  ag^inft  whocn  he  defended  himfclf,  though  very  unequd 
in  tbe  oamber  of  men^  with  the  utmoA  bravery,  till  at  laff  the 
MofMTs  boarded  him^  but  were  quickly  beat  out  of  bis  ihip 
again,  with  the  lofs  of  thirteen  men,  whofe  heads  captain  Ben- 
bow  ordered  to  be  cut  off,  and  thrown  into  a  tub  of  pork- 
pickle.  When  he  arrived  at  Cadiz,  he  went  afliore,  and  order* 
ed  a  negro  fcrvaot  to  follow  him,  with  the  Moors  heads  in  a 
bckm  He  bad  fcarce  landed,  before  the  officers  of  the  revenue 
kujutred  of  his  fervant  what  be  had  in  his  fack  ?  The  captain 
anfwered,  fait  proyifions  for  his  own  ufe.  That  may  be,  an- 
fwered  the  officers ;  but  we  muft  infiA  upon  feeing  them.  Cap* 
lam  Benbow  ailedged»  that  he  was  no  (Vranger  there ; '  that  he 
did  not  vie  to  mn  goods>  and  pretended  to  take  it  very  ill  that ' 
1m  #as  fiifpefted.  The  officers  told  him,  that  the  magiflrates 
were  fitting  not  far  off,  and  that  if  they  were  fatisfied  with  hisf 
Word,  his  fervani  might  carry  the  proviiion  where  he  pleafcd  i 
bat  that  otherwife  it  was  not  in  their  power  to  grant  any  fuck 
dMpenfation. 

B  See   the  complete  hiftorjr  of  Burope,  for  1703,  p,   496,  497.    O'dtpixon^i 
l^aofy  of  tke  St«^(t>  v^.  ii<  p,  3«f  •    Cv)lii»ct's  colitmna  rwftrata,  p.  2$o. 

The 


•This  capiain'confentedto  the  propoHj ;  andatray  thc^  march* 
cd  to  the  cuftom-houfcj  Mr.  Benbow  in  the  front,  his  man  iri 
the  centre,  and  the  officers  in  the  rear.  The  magiftrates,  when 
he  came  before  them,  treated  captain  Bcnbfow  with  great  civili- 
ty j  told  himj  th^y  were  foi'ry  to  make  a  point  of  fuch  a  trifle, 
but  that,  (iface  he  had  refufed  to  fliew  the  cohtehts  b£  his  fack 
to  their  officers,  the  nature  of  their  employihents  obliged  them 
to  demand  a  fight  of  them ;  and  that,  as  they  dotibted  not  they 
were  fait  proviilons,  the  ihewing  th^m  could  be  of  no  great 

m 

confequence  one  way  or  other.     *•  I  told  ydu/*  fays  the  cdptaia 
ftcrnly,  **  they  were  fait  provifions  for  my  own  life;      Csefar, 
w  throw  them  down  upon  the  table  5  and,  gemkmen,  if  jrou  like 
*<  them,  they  are  at  your  fervice.**  The  Spaniards  wire  ejtci^- 
ingly  ilruck  at  the  fight  of  the  Moors  heads,  and  no  lefs  adoniih- 
ed  at  the  account  of  the  captain^s  adventure,  who,  with  lb  (in all 
a  force,  had  been  able  to  defeat  fuch  a  number  of  barbarians. 
They  fent  an  account  of  the  whole  matter  to  the  court  of  Ma- 
drid, and  Charles  II.  then  king  of  Spaih,  was  fo  much  pleafed 
with  it,  that  he  would  needs  fee  the  Englifh  captain,  who  madtf 
a  journey  to  court,  where  he  was  received  with' great  teftkno- 
nics  of  refpcft,  and  not  Opiy  difmifl!cd  with  a  handfome  prefenr^ 
but  his  Catholic  majefty  was  alfo  pleafed  to  writt  a  tetter  itf  his 
behalf  to  king  James,  who,  upon  the  ca()ta!n^s  retumj  gave  hlnl 
a  fiiip,  which  was  his  introduftion  to  the  royal  fizvj^.      • 

After  the  revolution,  he  diftinguiflied  himfelf  by  fcvcral  Ibc-i 
cefsful  cruizes  in  the  channel,  where  he  was  employed  at  the 
requeflof  the  merchants,  and  not  only  did  his  dUty  by  proteding 
the  trade,  and  annoying  the  eneifty,  but  was  alfo  retnarkabiy 
careful  in  examining  the  French  ports,  gaining  inteiligence,  and 
forming  fchemes  for  difturbirig  the  French  commerce,'  and  fc* 
curing  our  own.  For  this  rdafon  he  ^as  tommonly  mad^ 
choice  of  to  command  the  fquadrons  employed  in  bombarding 
the  French  ports,  of  which  we  have  given  a  hfge  account  in  our 
fecond  volume  °  i  and  therefore  It  is  altogether  unnecefiary  to  re« 
peat  tbofe  things  here*    1  Ihall  content  myfeif,  for  this  rsa&Di 

ft  TH»  I  hai'from  ihe  befoie-m'-mioned  Mr.Cihoii. 

^  See  volume  ii.  of  this  work,  particularly,  p,  4051  420.    Burcbet'S  8t?al  tftfi 
tamHf  p.  sjt.     Lairev  Htfloire  d*Ang!eterre,  toir.e  iv.  p.  740. 
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with  remarling)  that  he  fliewed  no  left  courage  tbaa  condot^: 
upon  fuch  occafions,  being  always  prefeut  io  bis  boat|  as  wel|' 
to  encourage  as  to  inftniA  the  feamen  and  engineers,  accord* 
ing  to  his  manner  of  ever  enforcing  his  commands  by  his  ex- 
ample K 

The  diligence  and  activity  of  captain  Benbow,  could  not  fail 

of  recominending  him  to  the  favour  of  fo  wife  and  brave  a  princo 

as  king  William;  to  whofe  perfonal  kindoi^fs,  founded  on  a  juil 

fenie  of  Mr.  Senbow's  merit,  he  owed  his  being  fo  early  pro^' 

moted  to  a  flag  ;  after  which  he  was  generally  employed  as  the 

moft  experienced  feaman  in  the  navy,  to  watch  the  motions  p( 

the  French  at  Dunkirk,  and  to  prevent,  as  far  as  it  'was  pofliblei 

the    depredations  of  du  Bart ;  ip   which  be  flawed  fuch  dili«> 

gence»  and  did  fuch  fignal  fervice,  by  preferving  our  merchant 

ihips,  that  he  efcaped  the  flighteft  cenfurci  when   libels  flevr 

about  againft  almoft  every  other  officer  of  rank  in  the  whol^ 

fleet.    The  truth  really  was,  that  the  feamen  generally  confi- 

dered  rear-admiral   Benbow  as  their  greated  patron ;  one,  whp 

not.  only  ufed  them  well  while  under  his  care,  bjut  was  always 

ready  to  interpofe  in  their  favour,  as  far  u  bi^  inier^ft  weut^ 

when  they  were  ill-treated  by  others  ^. 

There  was,  at  that  time,  a  tvarnx  difpute  sis  to  the  expedi* 
ency  of  preferring  pierc  feamen,  or^  as  they  vrere  |hen  called^ 
tarpaulins,  or  gentlemen,  in  the  navy ;  admiral  Benbow  wap 
eonfulted  more  than  once  by  the  king  upon  tha(t  fubjedi  and 
always  gave  i(  as  his  opinion,  that  it  was  beft  to  employ  t^bj 
that  a  feaman  ihoiiild  never  lofe  preferment  for  wapf  <tf  reconw 
xnendatioo,  or  a  gentleman  obtain  ir,  barely  frovi  Ifhat,  fnjotive* 
He  was  alfo  a  great  enemy  to  party-diftinftiebs^  and;  tbovght  ^ 
man's  merit  ought  to  be  judged  of  frpm  his  aftiont  M  fea,  ra-^ 
ther  than  from  the  company  he  Jcept  on  fhore  ;  and  ^^r  this  rear 
fon  he  lived  upon  good  terms  with  the  admirals  of  di^erent 

P  Burchet,  Btirner,  OUlmixott,  4fc» 

<  There  wcfemar.y  fcVere  pamphlets  written  In  tbU*eig»4i^diift  Ac  mtiiA* 
geri  of  the  Rekt ;  biit  In  all  tbefe  we  fiod  him  trciied  at  htx-oBoer  of  the  oM 
Hamp,  one  who  liad' defer ved  the  poft  to  which  he  WM  nMH,  a  ^Uadf  fciViuiC 
to  the  crown,  and  the  fcBtnairs  ffi^nd«  '^  ''       ^'-  ' 

Vol.  HI.  Uu    '^    ..,  *1..    partica, 
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parties,  wh^  were  all  of  them  ready  to  teftifyj  upon  acy  occ»> 
£on,  his  courage  and  conduA^. 

In  the  year  1697,  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^  fmall  fquadron  before 
Dunkirk;  where   he  faved  the  Virginia  and  Well  India  dea 
from  faJllng  into  the  hands  of,  the  French  privateers,  for  whick 
be  received  the  thanks  of  the  merchants.     He  would   likewiic 
lave  focceeded  m  reflraining  du  Bart  from  going   out,  if  the 
Dutch  rear-admiral  Vandergoes  had  been  in  a  condition  to  afiiii 
him,  or  if  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  had  been  inclined  to  havs 
taken  his  advice ;  for  obferving,  in  the   beginning  of  Auguf?, 
that  the  French  frigates  were  haded  mto  the  bafon,  to  clean, 
he  judged  their  deOgn  to  be  what  ii  really  proved,  to  put  to  fei 
by  the  next   ipring-^ide ;  and,  therefore,   as  his  (hips    were  aK 
foul,  he  wrote  up  to  the  board,  to  dcfire  that  four  of  the  belt 
failers   mrght  be  ordered  to  Sheernefi  to  clean,,  and  that  the 
others  might  come  to  the  Downs^  not  only  to  take  in  water, 
which  they  very  much   wanted,  but  alfo  to  heel  znd    fcrub; 
which  he  judged  might  have  been  done,  before  the  fpriog-tidc 
gave  the  French  an  opportunity  of  getting  over  the  Bar;  but 
this  was  not  then  thought  advifable,  chough  he  afterwards  re- 
ceived orders  for  it,  when  the  thing  was  too  hte.     By  this  un- 
lucky accident,  the  French  had  an  opportunity  given   them  ct 
getting  evt  with  five  clean  ihips ;  yet  this,  however,  did  not 
hinder  the  admiral  from  purfuing  them  as  well  as  he  was  able  -, 
and  fome  (hips  of  his  fquadron   had  the  good  luck  to  take  a 
Dunkirk  privateer  of  ten  guns,  and  forty  roes,  which  had  done 
9  great  deal  of  mifchief.     This  was  one  of  the  Uft  anions  oi 
the  War,  and  the  rcar*admiral  foon  after  received  qrdcrs  to  re- 
ctum homd  with  the  fquadron  under  his  command  *. 

It  is  very  well  known,  that  after  the  peace  of  Ryf^vick,  and 
even  while  the  partition  treaties  were  negociating,  king  William 
had  formed  a  defign  of  doing  Something  very  ^onCderable  iu 

r  I  have  thefe  faOs,  not  only  from  privtte  nothorfcy,  but  »Ub  from  a  mnlii* 
t«de  of  potitictti  trcatiffs  pablUbed  under  that  n\p\  $  ia  which^  ai  great  freedom 
was  nied,  (o  tftcre  it  o«c  the  lead  tcaroii  to  believe,  that  if  oar  admiral  had  beco 
KHtlty  of  aoy  txallef  io  pom(  of  fowcr,  or  aay  omiHIoQi  in  refpca  of  daty* 
they  would  have  been  concealed. 

•  Burchet,  Burnet,  and  our  own  biQory  uadcr  the  oav^  traoia^oK  pf  tbe 

year  1697 ,  vol.  ii,  p.  47.9, 

the 
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flic  Weft  Indies.  This  projeft  had  long  occupic^the  king's 
thoughts,  into  which,  it  is  faid,  it  was  firft  put  by  father  Hen- 
nepin, who  was  extremely  well  acquainted  with  that  part  of 
the  world.  The  king  had  turned  it  feverai  times  in  his  mind  i 
.nnd,  at  laft,  took  a  fettled  refolution,  that,  if  the  French  at« 
tempted  to  deceive  him,  as  he  had  great  reafon  to  believe  they 
would,  fometbing  of  confequcnce  (bould  be  d^ne  in  that  part 
of  the  world. 

In  the  mean  time,  however,  he  thought  fit  to  fend  a  fmaH 
fquadroR,  of  three  fourth  rates,  into  the  Weft  Indies,  under 
the  command  of  rear-admiral  Bcnbow*,  who  had  private  in- 
ftrudions  from  the  king,  to  make  the  beft  obfervations  he 
could  on  the  Spanifh  ports  and  fettlcmcnts,  but  to  keep  as  fair 
as  poflible  with  the  governors,  and  to  afford  them  any  afGft- 
ance,  if  they  defircd  it.  He  was  Irkewife  inftruSed  to  watch 
the  galleons  j  for  the  king  of  Spain,  Charles  IL  was  then 
thought  to  be  in  a  dying  condition.  Rear-admiral  Benbow 
failed  in  the  month  of  November,  1 698,  and  did  not  arrive  in 
tfhe  Weft  Indies  till  the  February  following,  where  be  found 
things  in  a  very  indifferent  fituation.  Moffc  of  our  colonies 
were  in  a  bad  condition,  many  of  them  engaged  in  warm  dif- 
putes  with  their  governors-;  the  forces  that  Aotdd  have  been 
kept  up  IB  them  for  their  defence,  fo  reduced  by  (icknefs,  do- 
fertion,  and  other  accidents,  that  little  or  nothing  was  to  be 
cxpeSed  from  them.  The  admiral  carried  wtth  hwn  colondi 
Collingwood's  regiment,  which  he  difpofcd  of  to  the  beft  ad- 
vantage in  the  Leeward  Iflands*^. 

He  then  addreifed  himfelf  to  execute  his  commiflion,  and 
failed  for  that  purpofe  to  Carthagena,  where  he  met  wkh  a  very 
indifferent  reception  from  the  governor,  which  he  returned,  by 
talking  to  him  in  a  ftyle  fo  very  plain,  ^hat  forced  him,  though 
be  had  been  wanting  in  civHity,  to  make  it-  up,  in  fome  aiea-' 

^  ThU  «at»  properly  fpeakmg,  i  -Toyage  chiefly  of  obfervation,  that,  vpeiv 
hif  report,  the  kinjr  might  the  better  take  his  meafures  upon  his  Catholic  ina-> 
j<ny*s  death,  when,  if  a  war  wag  nece/Tary,  king  William's  plan  was  to  make  it 
as  (hort  as  polCble,  by  ftriking  a  great  blow  io  £orop;,  and  aoothq:  in  America, 
at  once. 

u  Borchet'a  jnftification  of  iiis  naval  memotri,  p.  151^  ^hfre  he  lliews^y  fo 
litje  CQsld  be  done,  even  by  fo  good  an  ofTicer. 

Una  furc. 
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{ur€p  bj  d^ng  jufttce )  and  in  the  fame  manner  he  proceeded 
with  the  governor  of  Porto  Belloi  as  I  have  (hewn  eliewhcre  ) 
tnit  ftill  the  great  ends  of  his  commiflion  remained  altogetha 
uhaufwered^  not  through  any  fault  of  the  admiral'iSy  but  for 
want  of  a  fufficient  force,  either  to  engage  the  Spaniards  to 
confide  in  him,  or  to  perform  any  thing  confiderable,  in  caie 
the  French  had  fcnt  a  flrong  fleet  into  that  part  of  the  world, 
as  it  was  then  expected  they  would  have  done.  This  affair  was 
tomplainied-of  in  parliament,  where  the  fipallncfs  of  the  iqna- 
dron,  and  the  fending  it  fo  late,  were  very  feverely  reflected 
upon  ^ ;  though,  at  the  fame  time,  great  compliments  were 
paid  to  admiral  Benbow'a  courage,  capacity,  and  integrity,  by 
both  parties;  and  when  he  returned  home  two  years  after,  he 
brought  with  him  authentic  teftimonies  of  hii  having  done  the 
merchants  and  planters  all  the  fervices  they  could  either  npe£k 
Dr  defire  ;  fo  that  he  was  received  with  the  moft  cordial  friend- 
fliip  by  hii  majefty  '  i  who,  as  a  mark  of  bis  royal  favour,  was 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  grant  him  an  augmentation  of  arms,  by 
adding  to  the  three  bent  bows,  which  he  and  his  family  already 
bore,  as  many  arrows. 

The  whole  fyftem  of  affairs  in  Europe  was  changed  by  that 
time  admiral  Benbow  came  back ;  the  king  had  difcovered  the 
difingenuity  of  the  French,  and  faw  himfelf  under  an  ab(blQte 
neceffity  of  entering  upon  a  new  war,  while  he  was  fenfible  the 
Nation  was  as  yet  very  little  recovered  from  the  expences  of  the 
laft.  One  of  bis  firft  cares  was,  to  put  the  fleet  Into  as  good 
condition  as  it  was  pofllble,  and  to  give  the  command  of  it  to 

^  Thif  iiKifl  clrarly  dccidei  as  to  hit  charaAer»  and  ouglit  to  encourage  fvery 
officer  In  like  ft^ttioo  to  do  hit  duty  (teadily  and  correctly,  for  then  even  the 
ilaht  bf  roceefi  may  coniributc  to  rife  of  reputation. 

X  ft  It  ceiteia,  that  the  French  tiad  great  adTaotaget  from  the  nature  of 
their  government,  whieh  enabled  them  ta  uke  much  quicker  meaforca  for  ef« 
feAtng  their  purpofeti,  than  we  could  do  to  oppofe  ihem^  but,  as  this  was  io 
a  great  degree  owing  to  ovcr*nghts  and  inirmanageinentf  in  the  former  war,  fo  it 
(hewt  the  necefiity  there  is  of  HriA  and  prodcat  inqniriet,  in  order  fo  obtain  the 
coR6iIence  of  this  nation  ;  which,  whenever  it  it  acquired,  will  be^alwaya  fi>OMf 
an  ovcrlulancc  even  for  the  French  power;  whereas,  if  the  people  of  England 
entertain  any  doubts  of  the  manner  in  which  their  money  it  to  be  employrd,  it 
will  often  be  found  difficulti  fooi;  time  or  other,  perhaps  impraOlcable^  to  make 
thcca  pari  with  it, 

oflScers 
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officers  that  might  in  all  r«fp€fis  be  depended  upon ;  ttid  t^ 
this  difpoGtion  of  the  king's,  Mr.  Benbow  owed  his  being  de< 
clared  vice-admiral  of  the  blue.  '  He  was  at  that  time  croittng 
off  Dunkirk,  in  order  to  prevent,  what  was  then  much  dread^ 
ed  here,  au  iovafion.  There  was,^  as  yet,  no  war  declared  b<« 
twcen  the  two  crowns;  but  this  was  held  to  be  no  fecuritf 
againft  France ;  and  it  was  no  fooner  known,  that  thejt  were 
fittinjg  out  a  firong  fquadron  at  Dunkirk,  than  it  was  £nnlf 
believed  to  be  intended  to  cover  a  dcfcent.  Vice-admiral  Ben« 
bow  fatisficd  the  miniftry,  that  there  was  no  danger  on  this 
fide ;  and  then  it  was  rcfolved  to  profecute,  without  delay,  the 
projeAs  formerly  concerted,  in  order  to  difappoint  the  French 
in  their  views  upon  the  Spanifli  fuccei&on ;  to  facilitate  wbicb» 
it  was  thought  abfolutely  necefTary  to  fend,  without  delay,  « 
firong  fquadron  to  the  Weft  Indies. 

This  fquadron  wfts  to  coniift  of  two  third  rates,  and  eight 
fourths;  which  was  as  great  a  ftrength  as  it  was  judged  could 
be  at  that  time  fpared ;  and  it  was  thought  indifpenfibly  requi* 
£te  that  it  fhould  be  under  the  orders  of  an  ofBcer,  whofii 
courage  and  condufi  might  be  fafeljr  relied  on,  and  vhofe  ex« 
perience  might  give  the  world  a  good  opinion  of  the  choice 
made  of  him  for  this  important  command ;  upon  the  right  ma« 
nagement  of  which,  it  was  believed^  the  fuccefs  ot*  the  war 
would  in  a  great  meafure  depend.  Mr.  Benbow  was  thought 
of  by  the  miniftry,  as  foon  as  the  expedition  was  rcfolved  ;  but 
the  king  would  not  hear  of  it.  He  faid,  that  Benbow  was  in 
a  manner  juft  come  home  from  thence,  where  he  had  met  with 
nothing  but  difficulties ;  and  that,  therefore,  it  was  but  fair  (bme 
other  officer  fhould  take  his  turn  ^  One  or  two  were  named^ 
and  confulted ;  but  either  their  health,  or  their  affairs  were  in 
fuch  diforder,  that  they  moft  earneftly  defired  to  be  excufed  | 
upon  which  the  king  faid  merrily  to  fome  of  his  minifters,  al« 
luding  to  the  drefs  and  appearance  of  thefe  gentlemen,  «  Welt 


r  This  was  I  he  American  branch  of  the  gwii  fcheme  before  hinled*  and  wi| 
to  (eize  the  galleoni^  at  the  fame  time,  the  fleet  which  was  to  fail  into  the  Me» 
dirertaoean  totrk  Cadiz,  and  gave  us  a  fecnre  entrance  Into  Andalufia ;  than  whieb» 
a  more  fimple,  more  noble,  or  more  praOlcable  dcfi^n,  the  bamao  miAd  eool4 
set  cobceiYe* 


f«  then, 
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^  then»  I  find  we  muft  fpare  oar  beaus,  and  fend  Iioneft  Ben* 
tt  bow/' 

His  majcfly,  accordingly,  fent  for  him  upon  this  occafion, 
and  afked  him,  whether  he  was  willing  to  go  to  the  Weft  In- 
dies, aiTuring  him,  if  he  was  not,  he  would  not  take  it  amifs, 
if  he  deficed  to  be  excufed.  Mr.  Benbow  anfwered  bluntly, 
•*  That  he  did  not  undcrftand  fuch  compliments;  that  he 
•*  thought  he  had  no  right  to  chufc  his  ftation ;  and  that,  if 
*<  his  majcfty  thought  fit  to  fend  him  to  the  Eaft  or  Weft  Indies, 
**  or  any  where  elfe,  he  would  chearfully  execute  his  orders 
*•  as  became  him.*  Thus  the  matter  was  fettled,  hi  very 
few  words,  and  the  command  of  the  Weft  India  fquadron 
conferred,  without  any  mixture  of  envy,  on  our  vicc-adxniral 
Benbow*. 

To  conceal  the  dcfign  of  this  fquadron,  but  above  all  to  pre- 
rent  the  French  from  having  any  juft  notions  of  its  force.  Sir 
George  Rooke,  then  admiral  of  the  fleet,  had  orders  to  con- 
voy it  as  far  as  Scilly,  and  to  fend  a  ftrong  fquadron  with  it 
thence,  to  fee  it  well  into  the  fea  ;  all  which  he  pun£bially  per- 
formed ;  fo  that  admiral  Benbow  departed  in  the  month  of 
September,  1701  5  the  world  in  general  believing,  that  he 
was  gone  with  Sir  John  Munden,  who  commanded  the  fqua- 
dron that  accompanied  him  into  the  Mediterranean ;  and  to 
render  this  ftill  more  credible,  our  roiniftcr  at  Madrid  was  or- 
dered to  demand  the  free  ufe  of  the  Spanifli  ports  ;  which  was 
accordingly  performed*.  As  foon  as  it  was  known  in  England, 
that  vice-admiral  Benbow  was  failed,  with  teh.ijiips  only,  for 
the  Weft  Indies,  and  it  was  difcovcred,  that  the  great  arma- 
ment at  Breft,  with  which  we  were  long  amufed,  was  intended 
for  the  fame  part  of  the  world,  a  mighty  clamour  was  raifed 
here  at  home,  a«  if  he  had  been  fent  to  be  facrificed,  and 
heavy  rcfleftions  were  made  upon  the  inaftivity  of  our  grand 
fleet ;  whereas,  in  truth,  the  whole  affair  had  been  conduct- 
ed with  all  imaginable  prudence,  and  the  vice-admiral  hadi 


<  JAotk  of  tbtfe  particnlars  I  had  from  peribot  of  reputation,  upon  their  omi 
knowledi^e. 

•  Barchct'8  naval  hiftary.  p.  590,  Hiftory  of  Europe,  for  1701,  p.  ii7, 
llife  of  king  ^iUiara,  p.  ^17. 
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as  confiderable  a  fquadron,  z$,  all  things  maturely  we^hed^ 
it  was,  in  that  critical  jundure,  thought  poffible  to  be  fpa« 
red  *>. 

It  is  certain,  that  king  William  formed  great  hopes  of  this 
expedition,  knowing  well  that  vice-admiral  Benbow'  would  ex6« 
cute,  with  the  greateft  fpirit  and  punctuality,  the  inftru^ons  he 
had  received ;  which  were  to  engage  the  Spaniib  governors^  i£ 
poQible,  to  difown  king  Philip ;  or,  in  caie  that  could  not  be 
brought  about,  to  make  himfelf  mailer  of  the  galleons.  In 
this  deGgn  it  is  very  plain,  that  the  admiral  would  have  fuc- 
cecded,  notwithftanding  the  fmallnefs  of  his  force,  if  his  offi- 
cers had  done  their  duty  ^  and  it  is  no  lefs  certain,  that  the  an- 
3Liety  the  vice-admiral  was  under,  about  the  execution  of  his 
orders,  was  the  principal  reafon  for  bis  maintaining  fo  firift 
difcipline,  which  proved  unluckily  the  occafion  of  his  coming 
to  an  untimely  end.  Yet  there  is  no  reafon  to  cenfure  either 
the  king's  project,  or  the  admiral's  condufl*,  both  were  right 
in  themfelves,  though  neither  was  attended  with  the  fuccefs  it 
dcferved  ^. 

The 

b  The  fending  vice-adjnini  Benbow  at  that  criHca!  ieafon,  wac  a  very  judi^ 
Clous  meafure,  the  faults  were  committed  afterwards.  Sir  Juhti  Mondtn  wa# 
pnnifhed  for  the  confcqneRce,  rather  than  the  nature  of  his  error,*  A  ftroirg 
fquadroo  fhould  have  beeu  theii  £ent  to  the  fupport  of  Benbow,  which  had  (aved 
hitOy  and  Served  th^  nation. 

^  Tlut  I  may  not  feem  to  fpcsk  altogether  without  book,  1  fhalt  cnc  a  pa(^ 
iage  from  a  pamphlet  publifbed  in  1701,  intidcd.  The  prefcnt  condition  of 
the  EnglifH  navy,  p.  a^.  '*  A  new  war  I  believe  to  be  nnavoid&Me;  an4  we 
*'  are  much  beholden  to  the  laU  parliamenr^  that  we  are  not  entered  into  it 
**  already,  and  fo  become  the  Fight-allc,  the  Pay.a!Is,  and  the  Lo'e-alls,  of 
^*  Europe,  as  we  have  hitherto  been.  But,  if  we  have  a  war  iranaged  as  the 
**  laft  was,  we  had  better  fpend  a  little  money  in  booms  and  chains,  to  fecure 
**  oar  ibips  m  basbour,  than  Co  (end  (hem  abroad  to  fpend  our  money,  lofc 
**  our  lepotatipn,  and  not  fecure  our  tr&de.  I  cannoc  pcri'uade  myft:!/,  thac 
**  the  parjiament  of  England  will  evermore  fend  the  nativj  iliengch  of  (heir 
**  country  abroad  in  other  people's  quarrels^  and  be  it  the  charge  0/  levies, 
«<  clothing,  arms,  and  tranfportations,  to  pot  their  o«n  liberties  in  danger  at 
■*  bomCi  by  a  flanding  army,  when  they  have 'done  the  bufirefs  of  our  allies 
••  abVoad.  The  mer,  we  loft,  and  the  money  We  fpent  in  the  lal!  wary  as  alfo, 
•«  bow  hard  it  was  to  get  them  difbanded,  in  oppofition  to  the  in^ercft  of  meit 
•*  that  wanted  to  fupport  their  titles  to  their  illegal  grants,  and  ill  «nt(9n  gains, 
•*  is  too  frcfh.in  our  memories,  e%er  to  bHng  ^^lrfeives  I'.rlcr  th€'Iike  hard«* 
'•  ftfips.     1  foxefce  that  the  laar  vkili  be  now  at  fea,  and  wc  have  l^u?  a  very  itt 

•'  amca 
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The  French  knew  too  wcU  the  importance  of  the 
Weft  Indies,  not  i;o  clvink  of  providing  for  their  fccuritj,  as 
ibon  as  ever  they  refolved  to  accept  the  will  of  his  Catholic  ina< 
jcAj,  the  late  king  Cliarles  II.  which,  it  may  be,  was  foroc 
time  before  his  death,  Uiough,  to  fave  appearances,  folemnly 
debated  after  the  contents  of  die  will  were  communicated  by 
tko  privy- council  of  Spain.  The  officer  whom  his  nu>ft  Chriu 
tian  majefty  made  choice  of  to  command  the  fquadroa  which 
was  firft  to  be  fent  thither,  was  the  famous  M.  du  Cafle,  go» 
vemor  of  St.  Domingo.  He  was  to  carry  with  him  one  hun- 
dred officers  of  all  ranks,  who  were  intended  to  difcipline  the 
Spaniih  militia  in  the  kingdom  of  Mexico;  but,  before  this 
conld  be  done,  it  was  thoaght  neceflary  to  fend  M.  du  Cafle  to 
Madrid,  to  aflc  the  confent  of  the  Spaniih  council,  which  took 
up  fome  time;  for  though  the  Spaniards  could  not  but  be  fenfi- 
ble  in  how  wretched  a  iituation  their  affairs  in  the  Weft  Indies 
were,  yet  it  was  with  great  relu£lancy,  that  they  gave  way 
to  this  expedient,  though  a  little  reflexion  (of  which  no  na« 
tion  is  more  capable)  would  have  (hewn  them,  that  in  reality 
they  had  no  choice  to  make  -,  but,  when  they  had  once  come 
to  a  refolution,  that  M.  du  Cafle  (hould  be  fent,  they  were 
continually  foliciting  the  French  court  to  difpatch  him  imme- 
diately «>. 


**  omen  of  ivccefs,  from  the  !afl  fummer's  expedtt?on  of  our  fleet.  Oor  mo* 
**  dcrn  Whigi,  in  their  legion  Ictten,  and  ^eotiHi  petitioni,  ezdsiined  againft 
'*  the  parliament,  beciul'e  the^  raifed  no  mure  money ;  but  I  hope  tfaefe  foikt 
**  if  they  haye  any  brains,  or  honefly,  are  now  fenfibie'  of  thdr  givittidlela 
««  complaint,  when  they  6nd  how  little  hai  been  done  for  what  wtt  then 
*'  raifed.  They  gave  1,500,000  pounds  for  the  fleet,  for  this  cxpedttSon ;  and 
**  ^what  h«s  been  the  effcA  ?  the  whole  fleet  went  to  convoy  Benbov  In  hi$ 
**  way  to  the  Wc(l  Indies,  and,  while  they  were  gone,  our  modern  Whigs, 
**  boafted  of  (beir  condnft.  and  builc  c^ftle^  in  the  air,  to  hold  the  money  they 
*'  fliould  bring  home  in  the  Spaiiifli  galleons ;  but,  in  a  (hort  time,  we  fonod 
**  thorn  all  a:  Spithcad.  except  a  few  (hips  iKat  proceeded  with  Benbow  to 
'*  the  Weft  Indies^  where,  if  they  bo  not  talmafbM,  they  have  goo«l  for- 
•'  tunc." 

d  Memoires  de  la  Torre,  tome  i,  ii.  Hi.  where  it  ftianifeftly  appears,  that 
^  hppes  of  preferving  their  mooarchy  entire,  having  the  proteOion  of  the 
^eets  SAd  armies  of  France,  and  bdog  relieved  from  (he  pillages  to  whidi  they 
iiad  been  espofed  daring  the  laQ  uiga,  determined  the  grandees  ta  call  So  the 
4ttkf  of  Anjou. 

The 
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^e  t^rench  comicils^  which  were  better  conduSttd^  had^  a* 
We  already  fuggefted,  forefeeii  all  theft  difficulties )  and,  therC'* 
fcrc^  had  a  fqaadron  ready  at  Breft,  confiding  of  five  (hips  of 
the  line^  and  fereral  large  Ireflck  laden  with  arms  and  ammuni» 
tioni  which,  under  the  command  0f  the  marquis  de  Coetlogon, 
in  the  month  of  Aprils  i^oi,  failed  for  the  Spani(h  Weft  In- 
dies; and  on  the  2oth  of  OAober  the  count  de  Chateau-Re- 
Datid  failed  alio  with  fourteen  (hips  of  the  line,  and  fixteen  fri* 
gates,  to  meet  the  galleons,  that  were  fuppofed  to  be  already 
departed  from  the  Hafrannahi  under  the  efcort  of  the  marquis 
de  Coetlogon  ^  and,  after  all  this,  M^  du  Cafle  likewlfe  failed 
\rith  his  fquadron  $  from  whence  the  Englrih  reader  will  eaffly 
fee,  that  as  admirarl  Benbow  received  no  fupplies,  he  was  truly 
in  danger  of  being  crufhed  by  the  fuperior  power  of  our  eae* 
itties,  and  that  extraordinary  diligence  which  was  ufed  to 
firengthen  and  fupport  them^^ 

When  vice-admiral  Benbow  smrived  firft  at  Jamaicai  which 
was  at  the  clofe  of  the  year  1701,  he  mdde  fttch  jufl:  and  wife 
difpofitions  for  fecuring  our  own  trade^  and  annoying  that  of 
the  enemy^  that  the  French  faw,  with  great  amazement,  all 
their  fchemes  defeated )  which  they  had  been  enabled  to  form, 
by  their  having  much  eailier  intelligence  than  we  of  the  imend- 
ed  war  J  and  their  own  writers  fairly  admit,  that  even  after  the 
arrival  of  the  marquis  de  Coetlogon,  they  Were  conftraincd  to 
«£t  only  on  the  defenfive ;  and  found  all  the  grand  proje^s  they ' 
bad  meditated,  for  attacking  Jamaica  and  the  Leeward  Ifland5« 
entirely  fruftrated  «'* 

The  Dutch  accounts,  at  the  fame  time,  from  Curo^oa,  faid 
plainly,  that,  notwithftanding  all  the  bluftering  of  the  French, 
vice-admiral  Benbow,  with  a  fmall  EtigUfh  fquadron,  remained 
mafter  of  thofe  Teas  |  nor  did  he  fail  to  make  ufe  of  this  advan« 


*  Hiftoire  Itailiraire,  toOi.  t,  and  {n  general  all  the  French  hiftoriflns,  who  ars 
ektremcly  c/ireful  to  prcTerve  diflin^t  accounts,  even  of  fuch  fchemes  as  b^ve' 
proTed  abortive  ;  aild  in  chk  they  are  certainly  righr,  becaule  it  fectires  their  re- 
potation  with  po(lcnty»  and  (hews  they  did  not  fail  from  war.t  of  (kill  or  auen» 
lion,  hot  from  want  of  foitune. 

f  HiAoire  de  St.  JOamingNr,  tome  it.  p.  I^^  Memoirei  bi{lori<iuef  et  chro* 
Aologtques. 

Vol.  IIL  X  x  tige, 
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t^gCj  by  taking  many  prizes,  and  by  giving  all  imaginable  conn* 
tenancc  to  the  private  trade  carried  on  by  the  Englifh  on  the 
^anifli'coafts;.  but,  in  a  few  week^  time,  the  fccne  began  to 
change  y  for  the  vice-admiral  bad  firft  the  news  ef  M»  Chateau 
llcnaud's  arrival  at  Martimco^  with  a  fq^adron  nmch  ftronger 
tlian  his  own-;  and,  ibon  after,,  information  diat  this  (quadron 
h^d  been  joitied  by  the  mar<mis  de  Coetlogon  firom  the  Havan- 
nah^  which  alarmed  the  inhabitants  of  Barbadoes  and  Jamaica^ 
ezceilively,  becauie  we  had  no  force  capable  of  refifting  this 
French  fleets  in  cafe  theip  commanders-  were  determined  to  a£i 
cffenfivcly  «. 

.  In  this  uncertain  fituation>  things  continued  ta  the  end  o£ 
April,  1702,.  when  the  vice-admiral  refolved^  notwithflanding 
there  was  great  want  of  men  on  board  the  fquadron,  to  put  to 
fea,  in  order  to-  cruize  between  Jamaica  and  Hifpaniola ;  and 
accordingly  he  failed  on  the  8th  of  May^  but»  before  he 
was  qpite  clear  ef  the  iiland  of  Jamaica,  he  met  with  rear-ad- 
miral WhetftoBC,.  with  whom  he  returned,  to  communicate  ta 
the  government  fome  orders  received  from  England;  having 
fkft  fent  the  Falmouth,  Ruby,  and  Experiment,  to  cruize  off 
Petit  Guavas.^    He  had  advice  about  the  middle  of  May,,  that^ 
on  the  i8ch  of  the  preceding  months  there  pafled  by  Camana- 
goto,  on  Terra  Firma,  fcvcnteen  tall  (hips,,  which  fieered  to- 
wards the  wefi  end  of  Cuba.     Thefe  (hips  he  judged  to  be  part 
of  JML  Chateau-Renaud's  fquadron,,  and  that  they  were  bound 
to  the  Havannah^  to  offer  their  fervice  for  conveying  home  the 
ffota ;  but  he  had  not  (Irength  to  follow  them>  without  ful>- 
jc£Mng  the  ifkmd  to  the  in&Its  of  thofe  (hips  which  were  at  Leo- 
gane.  Some  little  time  after,  the  mader  of  a  Spani(h  floop  from 
Cuba,  acquainted  him,  that  M.  Chateau -Renaud  was  a£lually 
arrived  at  the  Havannah,  with  twenty-fix  (hips  of  war,  waiting 
for  the  flota  from  La  Vera  Cruz  -,  and  this  was  confirmed  by 
the  (hips  he  had  fent  out,  which,  during  their  cruize  in  thofe 
parts,  had*  talben  four  prizes ;  one  of  them  a  (hip  mo«nted 
with  no  more  than-  twenty-four,  but  capable  of  carrying  forty 
guns**. 

t  Borchet's  naval  hiOory,  p.  591.    AnnaU  of  qoeen  Anne,  vol.  i.  p.  144. 
Britifl)  empire  in  Amerita,  vot.  ii.  p.  33y«  ^  Htftoht  de  St.  Domiogtte, 

toroe  iv.  liv.  li.  p.  197,     Memoires  hifloriqae  et  politique,  torn,  xxxlii.  p.  657. 
Mcoioiret  hiftoric^ues  cc  chronologiqiici » 
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The  -vice-admiral-  being  Jikewife  infiormed,  by  a  floqp  from 
Tctit'Guavas,  that  four  (faipsi  with  provifions, -were  bound  from 
thence  to  the  Havannah^  he  fent  three  'frigates  to  intercept 
them,  between  Cape  St.  Nicholas,  and  Cape  Mayze,  the  very 
track  leading  thither;  but  they  had  not  the  expcftcd fuccefs. 
The  fame  day  he  detached  rear-admiral  Whetftone,  with  two 
third  rates,  three  fourths,  and  a  fire-fliip,  to  intercept  M.  du 
"Caflc,  who,  he  had  'beard,  was  expefted  at  Port  Lewis,  at  the 
weft  end  of  Hifpaniola,  a  little  within  the  ifle  of  Afli,  with  foitr 
!fliips  of  war,  to  fettle  the  AlTiento  at'Car^hagena,  and  to  deftroy 
the  trade  erf  the  Englifh  and  Dutch  for  negroes,  refolving  to 
"fail  bimfelf,  in  five  or  *fix  days,  with  the  remainder  of  the 
•fquadron,  in  Search  of  thcfe  French  ihip$,  in  cafe  cbe  rear-ad- 
miral (hould mifs  them). 

I  have  given  fo-full  and  particular  an  account,  in  the  former  part 
of  this  volume,  of  what  happened  on  the  admiral's  failing  to  inter* 
cept  du  CaiTe,  that  I  ihall  confine  myfelf  here  to  fucb  circumftan- 
ces  as  are  perfonsd  only.  The  fchemeformed  by  admiralfietibbw^ 
■for  the  deftru6tion  of  the  French  force  hi  the  Weft  Indies,  and 
having  a  chance  for  the  galleons,  ftiews  him  to  have  been  a  ve- 
ry able  and  judicious  commander,  and  eff^ually  difproves  that 
idle  and  ridiculous  calumny  of  his  being  a  mere  feamah.  He 
faw,  that  the  French  dfficers  were  exceflively  embarrafied  by  the 
wayward  condufi  of  the  Spaniards,  who  would  not  take  a  fin- 
gle  ftep^ut  of  their  own  road,  though  for  their  own  fervice. 
He  refolved  to  ta^ke  advantage  of  this,  and  to  aftad  the  fmalleft 
of  their  fquadrons,  'having  before  feut  home  fuch  an  account  of 
the  number  and  value  cf  the  iSpanlfh  fhip%  and  of  the  ftrength 
of  the  French  f^uadrons  that  wcreto  efcort  them,  as  might  ena- 
ble the  miniftry  to  take  all  proper  measures  for  intercepting  f  hem^ 
cither  in  their  paiTage  from  the  Weft  Indies  -or  when  itdhould 
be  known  that  rhey  were  arrived  in  the  European  feas.  When 
he  had  done  this,  he  failed  from  Jamaica  on  the  11th  of  July^ 
with  two  third  rates,  Hx  fourths,  a  &e-lhip,  bomb,  tender^ 
and  floop,  in  hopes  of  meeting  rear-admiral  Whetfione ;  but 
xniihng  him,  he  failed  not,  however,  firft  to  give  the  utmoft  di» 

I  Admiral  Benbow*$  jcornal.    Anntls  of  qooea  Anne,  vol,  i.  p.  143.    Old* 
^iKOO*s  hUlory  of  the  Siaarts^  vol.  ii.  p.  39$. 
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fturbance  to  the  French  fettlements  in  Se.  Domtogo,  and  then 
(ailed  in  fearch  of  du  Cafle's  fquadron»  which  be  caunc  op  with 
find  engaged,  on  Wednefdaythe  tpthof  Attguft,  acd   fought 
bim  bravely  for  five  days;  which  not  only  demooftrates  the 
coiirage  and  conduft  of  this  gallant  ieaoian,  hat  the  fidditj  and 
l^ttachment  of  bis  own  (hip's  con^pany ;  fince  it  i«  impofl^ble  be 
could}  in  fucb  circumftances,  have  maintained  the  engagement 
(b  lon^i  if  his  inferior  ofEcen>  and  a}l  the  common  feamen,  had 
not  been  very  affeAionate,    Tbe  French  accounts*  ipdcedy  re* 
prefent  the  whole  affair  to  their  own  advantage  ;  but  M.  da 
CaiTe,  who  was  a  brave  man,  and  withal  by  much  the  beft  judge 
of  this  matter*  has  put  the  thi^g  out  of  difpute,  by  the  follow* 
^ng  (bort  letter,  written  by  him  immediately  after  bis  arrival 
;it  Carthagena ;  tbe  original  of  which  is  ftill,  or  was  very  ^e* 
)j»  in  the  hands  c^  ?(dtpira^  Benbow's  family  K 

<'  S  I  R, 

<<  I  had  little  hopes,  on  Monday  lad,  but  to  have  flipped 
^(  in  your  cabbin:  but  it  pleafed  God  to  order  it  Qtbeis 
«<  wife  *i  I  am  thankful  for  it.  Afi  for  thofe  cowardly  captains 
?*  who  defcrted  you,>  han^  them  up  j  for,  by »  tbcj  dc- 

^«  fcrve  it. 

* 

5*  Yours* 

^<  Du  Casse."^ 


The  firft  care  the  admiral  had,  after  his  return  to  ^ 
-^-as,  to  provide  fof  the  o(5cers  who  diftinguilhed  themfclves  in 
tthe  late  engagement }  and  next,  to  bring  thofe  to  juftice,  who 
had  fo  bafcly  betrayed  their  tru^  ;  and  in  this  he  was  fo  earaeft, 
that  perhaps  he  failed  a  little  i;i  point  of  form,  fince,  m  order 
to  their  trial,  he  granted  a  CQmmiiliani  which  it  has  been  que* 
ftioned,  whcthej  he  might  legally  do  •,  but  he  certainly  afled 
from  two  very  e^cufablc  teafons  y  the  firft  was,  that  he  found 
Iiimfelf  in  no  condition  to  preCde  in  a  court-martial,  having  been 
ill  of  a  fcyer,  which  enfued  upon  cutting  off  his  leg  from  the 
fime  of  his  coming  a-fliore  i  the  other,  that,  in  cafe  he  had 

k  The  copy  of  thU  kttcr  I  received  ftom  Mr.  Calton,  whoft  lothoritx  I  hwe 
^  oficn  caentioncd. 

been 
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been  able  to  ai&it  upon  that  occafioO)  he  was  defiroctf  6f  de- 
clining \t,  from  bis  having  fo  great  a  perfonal  intereft  in  the  af- 
fair. After  the  court-martial  was  over»  the  admiral  lived  near 
a  month ;  for  that  court  fat  on  the  6tb  of  October,  and  the  ad» 
miral  died  on  the  4th  of  November  following  K 

He  was  all  that  time  extremely  fenfible  of  his  danger^  and 

never  entertained  any  flattering  hopes  of  recovery.  Tet,  during 

that  long  illnefsy  he  fupported  his  charaAer  as  an  Englilh  ad* 

mini,  with  the  fame  firmnefs  he  had  fliewn  during  the  engage* 

ment,  giving  all  the  neccflary  orders  for  proce^iing  the  trade» 

that  could  have  been  expcAed  from  him,  if  he  bad  been  in 

perfe£l  health ;  and,  in  the  letters  he  wrote  home  to  his  lady^ 

]ie  difcovered  much  greater  anxiety  for  the  intereft  of  the  nation, 

than  for  his  private  fortune,  or  the  concerns  of  his  family. 

The  queen  had  fo  juft  a  regard  for  the  memory  of  this  gallant 

man,  that  (he  fpoke  of  his  lofs  with  great  regret;  and,  as 

I  have  already  ihewn,  would  not  fuffer  hcHclf  to  be  tea2« 

cd  into  an  ill-timed  z(k  of  mercy  (though,  like  all  her  family, 

moft  tender  in  her  own  nature)  towards  thoie,  who,  through 

their  cowardice,^  were  fprinkled  with  his  blood.    His  fifter  had, 

in  his  life-time,  prefented  the  admiral's  pi&ure  to  the  corpora** 

tion  of  Shrew(bury,  who  caufed  it  to  be  hung  up  in  their  town« 

ball;  where  it  ftiU  remains,  as  a  teilimony.of  the  regard  his 

countrymen  had  for  this  worthy  officer  and  true  patrbt  *"• 

The  viccTadmiral  left  behind  him  a  numerous  pofterity  of 
both  fexes ;  but  his  ions  dying,  all  of  them  without  iflue,  bis 
two  furviving  daughters,  became  co-heireiTes ;  and  of  thcfe,  the 
eldeft  married  Paul  Calton,  Efq;  of  Milton,  near  Abington,  in 
^he  county  of  Berks.  John  Benbow,  one  of  his  fons,  claims 
fome  notice  in  a  work  of  this  nature,  independent  of  Uls  relation 
(o  his  gal|apt  fisher.    He  ^^$  bred  to  the  fea,  and  went  to  tbo 


1  London  Gai^ette,  N^  388^.  Hiftory  of  Entopf,  for  1701,  p.  497.  Britifli 
CSkpirt  in  America,  vol.  U.  p.  331^ 

B  Borchet*s  nayal  hiftoiy,  p.  598.  Boyer*!  life  of  qaeen  Anne,  p.  49, 50.  si. 
Oldnixofl'fbHloryof  the  Stnans,  vol.  iS.  p.  303.  Culnmna  roftrata,  p.  291. 
Mercurc  htftoriqoe  ct  politique,  torn.  xixIt.  p.  335,  where  it  is  faid,  his  bodj 
was  itnt  for  hone  in  order  to  he  IbleiBDly  interred  at  the  public  cxpeoccj  which^ 
cdnfidcrio*  cbf  niniMr  ^f  bit  4cath,  would  b%vf  been  ccrtiiolf  ri^ht. 
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£a(t  Indies  in  quality  of  fourth  mate,  on  board  the  Degrave, 
•captain  William  Young,  commander,  which  ihip  p^ifTed  through 
the  Downs,  on  February  19,  1701,  when  admiral  Benhow 
lay  there  with  his  fquadron,  ready  to  proceed  to  the  Weft  Indies. 
The  Degravc  was  a  fine  (hip,  of  700  tons,  and  carried  fifty- two 
guns ;  file  w«s  bound  for  Fort  St.  George,  m  the  Eaft  Indies, 
where  (he  faf^ljr  arrived,  and  proceeded  from  thence  to  Bengal, 
where  her  captain  and  fir(V  mate  died  ;  by  which  means  the 
command  devolved  'on  the  captain's  fon,  who  was  fecond  mate, 
and  Mr«  John  Benbew  became  fecond  mate.  From  Bengal,  they 
failed  for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  but,  in  going  out  of  the 
river,  the  ihip  ran  swground  and  ftuck  faft ;  fiie  floated  again  the 
next  high  tide,  and  put  to  fea  with  litde  or  no  damage,  as  thcj 
then  imagined  \  but  they  ^ery  foon  after  found  her  (b  leaky, 
that  they  were  forced  to  keop  two  chain-pumps  continually  go- 
ing i  in  this  condition  they  failed  two  months,  before  they  reach- 
ed the  idand  of  St.  Maurice,  at  that  time  inhabited  by  the 
putch,  who  received  them  kindly,  gave  them  aR  the  aiRftance 
in  their  power,  permitting  them  to  fet  tip  a  tent  on  (hore,  into 
which  they  brought  moft  part  of  their  cargo,  having  unladea 
their  (hip,  in  order  to  fearch  for  the  leak  ;  which,  however, 
they  could  not  find.  After  about  a  month's  ftay  at  the  iiland 
before-mentioned,  and  taking  on  board  about  fifty  Lafcars,  or 
moorifli  feamen,  they  (ailed  direftly  for  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope ;  they  had  then  about  one  hundred  ahd  feventy  hands  on 
boards  and^  though  the  Lafcars  could  not  do  much  in  point  of 
navigation^  they  were,  however,  of  great  ufe,  as  they  cafed  the 
£ngli(h  feamen  from  the  labour  of  pumping.  Yet,  after  all,  it 
was  fatal  for  them,  that  this  ra(h  refolution  was  taken,  of  put- 
ting to  fea  before  they  -(topped,  or  even  difcovered  the  leak  j 
for  in  a  few  days  time  it  giined  fo  much  upon  them,  that,  not- 
withflacding  they  pumped  day  and  night,  it  was  as  much  as 
they  could  dp,  to  keep  the  veflel  above  w«ter,  though  they 
were  ftiD  above  fix  hundred  leagues  fi-om  their  intended  port'. 

*  Mod  nf  this  account  ii  tikcn  from  the  travels  of  Robert  Dtutj  ;  which 
liook,  To  far  as  ic  relates  to  Mr.  Benbow,  is  very  exaA,  is  I  have  beeo  informed 
by  this  gentleman's  relations,  from  whom  alfo  I  had  foroe  other  circumftaBceiy 
^hkh  the  reader  will  fiod  interiperfcd  through  thif  remarjkablc  hiAory, 

•  The 
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The  Slip's  company^  believing  that  common  danger  pot  them 
all  on  an  equality^  reprefented  to  captain  Toung,  that  his  de* 
dgn  of  proceeding  to  the  Cape3  was  become  impra£kicable ;  and 
that  therefore  the  wiiefl  rhing  he  could  do,  was  to  make  the 
neareft  land^  which  was  that  of  Madagafcar,.  to  the  fouthward 
of  which>  they  had  failed  about  an  hundred  leagues^  The  cap^ 
tain  complied  with  their  advice^  and  endeavoured  to>  run  the- 
fbip  on  ihore ;  but  that  was  found  impraAicable  Ukewife ;  fo 
that  when  they  were  .within  a  qoaxter  of  a  mile  of  the  coaft^* 
they  let  go  an  anchor  firft,  and  tlien  cut  down  alLbes  mafts  aad 
rigging,  and  threw  theis  guns  and  goods  overboard,  in  hopes^ 
of  making  the  {hip  fwim  nearer  ^  but  this  being  found  alfo  im- 
poflible,  and  hawng  already  loft  their  long-boat  and  (Mnnace, 
they  reiblved  to  make  a  raft,  which  they  did  in*  the  night ;  and 
the  next  morning  Mr.  Pratt,  their  cjiief  mace^  with  four  men> 
went  in  a  little  boat  on  (hore  with  a  ropc»  by  which  they  pro 
pofed  to  warp  the  raft. 

This  boat  was  fiaved  to  pieces,  befoie  it  reached  the  land  ^ 
but  the  men  efcaped,  and  fecured  the  rope,  which  brought  the 
raft  on  ihore,  with  the  reft  of  the  (hip's  company,,  except  the 
captain;^  who  remained  laft  on  board  the  fbip,  and  did  not  leave 
her,  till  he  fouAd  (he  began  ta  break  to  pieces,,  and  then  he 
threw  himfelf  into  the  fea>  and  fwam  a^fliore.  They  were 
quickly  made  pcifoners  by  the  king  of  that  part  of  the  ifland^ 
who  carried  them  fifty  miles  up  into  the  country^  where  they 
found  one  captain  Drummond,.  and  one  captain  Stewart,,  with 
a  few  of  their  fhip's  crew,  in  the  fame  fixuation  with  thcmfclvcs  j 
and  who  foon  let  them  into  a  perfe£b  knowledge  of  their  con- 
dition, by  aifuring  them  that  the  king  intended  to  make  them 
ferve  him  in  his  wars,  and  would  never  permit  them  to  return 
to  Europe^  which  ftruck  them,  as  may  be  imagined,  with  the 
utnldi^  con  fteroat ion  '• 

In 


^  This  .  ctfptatn  Dnimmond  W  tht  fame  X  have  mcntioired  in  my  former  vo- 
lamt,  as  commander  of  the  Rifiog  Siuii  a  Hup  bcV^nging  to  the  Sects  £«ft  indiA 
company}  he  came  to  tracte  at  M^d^gafvar,  and  wLik  hi»  ihip  lay  at  anchor^  ihe 
^as  furprized  by  a  pirate,  who  fuftVed  tbs  captain,  wiib  hit  friend  captaia 
Stewart,  and  a  few  hands,  lo  g'l  a(borc  In  ihc  long-boat;  in  the  tcirici.ries  of  the 
Uve  prince  who  made  Mr.  Benbow  priloner.  It  waa  for  the  fuppofed  murder 
of   this  captain  Drummond,  that  one  captain  Giccn,  a  very  honcft  Enililh  gcn- 

tUi&an« 
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In  this  diftrefdy  the  captains  Drummondy  Stewarti  ud  Yonng, 
bdd  a  Confultacion,  in  conjun^ion  with  Mr.  Pratt^  and  Mr. 
Bcnbow,  in  which  captain  Drummond  propofed  it,  as  the  only 
expedient  b^  which  they  could  poflibly  recover  their  liberty,  to 
feiae  the  black  king,  and  march  off  with  him  prifoner  into 
iome  other  province  of  the  iiland)  where  the  ihips  more  fire* 
qucntly  came.  Mr.  Benbow  warmly  efpoufcd  this  propofal^ 
and  afiifted  with  great  courage  in  the  execution  of  it,  which 
was  performed  with  more  eafe  ifhan  was  expe£ted  i  and  the 
king,  bis  fon,  and  his  queen,  were  made  prisoners }  hot  the 
queen  was  releafed  hj  captain  Youngs  out  of  mere  pity.  It  is 
not  very  eafy  to  conceive  a  bolder  enterprize  than  this,  when 
between  fifty  and  fixty  whire  people,  and  not  aboTe  half  of 
tfaefe  armed,  carried  off  a  black  prince,  out  of  the  midft  of 
his  capital,  and  in  the  fight  of  feme  hundreds,  nay,  fome  thoa* 
fands,  of  his  fubjeAs,  betier  armed  than  themielves }  who 
were,  notwithftanding,  rcflrained  from  firing  upon  tj^em,  by 
captain  Young's  threatening  immediately  to  kill  their  king  if 
they  did. 

Afterwards,  however,  they  mifmanaged  the  thing  ftrangely ; 
ibr,  upon  a  propofal  made  by  the  negroes  to  give  them  fix  gubs 
for  their  king,  it  was  agreed  to  give  him  up,  upon  a  fuppofition 
that  the  blacks  would  then  follow  them  no  farther  j  and  this, 
notwithftanding  Mr.  Benbow  warmly  oppofed  it,  and  ihewed 
them  the  mifchievous  confequences  with  which  fb  wild  a  mea- 
fure  muft  be  attended.  The  king  being  givtn  up,  the  blacb 
ftill  continued  to  follow  them,  though  at  a  diftance,  at  laft  it 
was  agreed  to  give  up  the  prince  too,  upon  a  fuppofition,  that 
this  would  put  an  end  to  the  purfuit ;  taking,  however,  three 


tlcmaflj  bii  mite,  Mr.  Mather,  and  (evetal  other  pWloot,  w«tt  eaccated  in. 
ScorUnd,  on  the  uR  mony  rf  a  black,  and  more  had  been  cicciited,  UiC  /«r 
the  care  of  the  late  woithy  doke  of  Argyle,  who  tnterpofed  ottC  of  pare  georro* 
fity,  and  (irticured  their  parooas.  I  remember,  while  a  bof,  to  have  ftea  th  i 
cap  %\n  Greenes  origioai  journal,  in  the  cuflody  of  amerchaot  in  Ediabofahy  who 
did  him  all  the  fervice  in  his  power,  at  the  hasard  of  hia  own  lift }  ftom  which 
journal  it  appeared,  that  they  only  met  with  captain  Df  odimocid  at  fea«  as  thcf 
were  homeward  bodiid,  oa  board  wliofc  ihip  captain  Green  dincdp  aiid  receiied  hvm 
him  a  prefcnt  of  a  bitjie,  which  wat  made  vie  of  to  corroborate  the  blaek^s  c«)« 
dcnce ;  who,  from  a  wicked  fpirit  of  rcvengei  perjured  hittfeil,  that  be  might  amt- 
dcr  his  maficr. 

people, 
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^eoplci  who,  the  blacks  told  them^  were  tl)e  principal  men  in 
their  couptry^  by  way  of  boftages,  of  whom  two  foon  made 
their^feape^  and  then  the  blacks  ticc  oplj  purfned  them,  but 
began  to  fire  upon  them>  which  hitherto  they  had  not  done. 
The  wea)s:Qe£^  of  their  own  conduA,  and  the  wifdom  of  Mr. 
£enboW$  advice,    was  by  this  time  vifible  to  every  body; 
and,  as  it  now  appeared  clearly  they  had  nothing  far  it  but 
fighting,  tbey  began  to  difpofe  their  little  army  in  order  of  bat- 
tle.    Thirty-fiic  armed  men  were  divided  into  four  bodies^  com-- 
manded  by  the  three  captains  and  Mr.  J3enbow|  but,  after  an 
engagement  that  lafted  from  noon  till  fix  in  the  evening,  it  was 
agreed  to  treat.    The  negroes  demanded  their  SH-ms,  and  then 
promifed  to  let  them  go  -,  and^  at  the  perAiaiion  of  captain 
Toung,  this  wild  propofition  was  accepted,  though  vigoroufly 
oppo&d  by  Mr.  Benbow ;  but,  when  it  came  to  be  put  in  exe* 
cution,  the  captains  Drummond  and  Stewart  <^,  with  four  or 
£ve  of  their  crcw^  refufed  to  deliver  their  aro^s^  and  marched 
off  vnperceived  in  the  night,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Benbow^ 
and  got  fafe  to  Port  Dauphine,  while  th^  reft  were  cruelly  mur- 
dered, except  one  Robert  Drury,  a  boy  of  fifteen  or  fixtecn 
years  old,  whom  tbey   preferred,  and  made  a  flave.     As  for 
Mr.  Benbow,  after  remaining  feveral  years  amongft  the  negroes, 
where  he  lived  after  ihcir  manner,  and  went  naked^  he  efcaped 
<m  board   a  Dutch   fhip,  the  captain  of  which  had   been  well 
acquainted  with  his  father,  and,  for  his  iakcj  treated  bixn  with 
^rcat  kindnefe  and  refpeft  \ 

P  The  rfsder  maf ,  perhaps,  be  idefironf  of  knowing  what  became  of  thn 
captain  Drumniondf  of  which  nothing  more  can  be  fait*,  :han  what  is  fcnnd  ia 
fbe  travels  of  Drury,  who  remained  fo  many  years  npon  the  ifland/  He  in- 
fbrms  UK,  that  he  faw  captain  Diummond  otior,  feverjil  years  after  they  paM« 
e(l«  and  that  be  was  tlien  at  liberty,  and  liveJ  as  ha|>pily  at  it  wai  podible  for 
a  man  of  his  education  to  do  in  fnch  «  country;  and  he  fortber  adds,  that 
the  year  be  came  away,  which  was  in  171^,  he  waa  4nfiormc(t,  that  captain 
X)rtimmoiid  bad  been  killed  by  a  negro  i  but  without  any  particular  cucuai« 
ftances. 

4  I  had  this  particolar  of  Mr,  Benbow's  efaape,  in  a  Dutch  fbip,  from  feve« 
ra]  peHbna  of  Mr.  Bcnbow's  acquaintance,  who  had  received  it  from  his  own 
month  ;  for  his  efcape  was  lo  wonderful,  and  attended  with  fuch  furprifing  cir* 
«amftances,  that  many  people  had  the  curioficy  to  viGc  Mr.  Benbow,  in  order  to 
hear  it  from  himfelf,  in  which  he  very  readily  gratified  them,  thoiigh  otherwifc  a 
man  of  much  taciturnity. 

.    Vol..  ni.  T  J  This 
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This  Mr.  John  Bcnbow  lived  fnapy  years  after  here  in  Eng* 
land,  and  compofed  a  work,  intitled, «  A  com|5lete  defcrip- 
^<  tiqn  of  the  fouth  pajrt  of  the  Ifland  of  Madagafbar  ;"  which 
was  a  very  curious  an4  accurate  performance,  and  therefoft, 
often  borrowed  by  his  acquaintance,  with  fome  of  whom  it 
ftill  remains ;  nor  have  the  fiapily,  after  the  flriAef^  fearch, 
jseen  able  to  retrieve  it.  It  would  be  certainly  a  kind  prefeot 
to  the  learned  world,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  an  a£t  of  great 
jufti<;c  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Benbow,  if  any  gentleman,  m 
whofe  hands  it  now  is,  would  publifli  it,  becaufe  it  contain 
many  things  of  a  commercial,  as  well  as  hiftorical  and  philofo- 
phical  nature.  I  do  not  know  whether,  (Iridly  fpeaking,  fo 
long  an  account  of  Mr.  Benbow^s  misfortunes  be  reconcileablc 
to  a  work  of  this  nature ;  but  as  the  recital  of  them  cannot 
but  be  entertaining  to  the  reader ;  and  as  fo  many  remarkable 
fa£ts  might  have  been  buried  in  pbliyion,  if  I  had  not  taken 
this  occaGon  to  preferve  them,  I  hope  I  fhall  at  lead  ftand  ex- 
cufcd,  if  not  juftiiied,  for  the  liberty  I  have  taken  ;  and,  in  this 
hope,  I  return  to  the  thread  of  my  hiftory,  and  to  the  memoin 
which  occur  next  in  order  of  time'. 

r  w^s  T  hare  made  great  afe  of  Driiry*f  travc|f»  t  cbia^  it  aeceflirv  to  infctt 
the  following  certificate,  by  captain  William  MackeCt,  whofc  repotation  ;mu  in 
well  ensiblinied,  botk  for  underftar.ding  and  |frobity,  chat  nobody  judged  it  pof- 
fible  for  htm  to  be  either  deceived  himfelf  in  a  cafe  of  thh  Datare>  or  capable  of 
e&teriog  toto  a  delign  pf  deceiving  or  a^vfing  others  |  «iid»  cbcrcfotc,  hia  cem* 
^cate  feema  fufficient  to  aftabUfli  thia  aothor'a  credit.    It  f  una  thua : 

«*  Thia  ia  to  certify.  That  Robert  Drary,  fifteen  years  a  fl.ive  in  M«)agaf- 

f  *  car,  now  Hying  ia  Itopdony  was  re^^med  frooi  thence,  and  broo^ht  into  Eo^- 

*.*  land,  his  native  country,  by  myfelf.    I  efteeM  him  an  honcft,  indnftrioui  sua, 

*^  of  good  reputation,  and  do  firmly  believe,  that  the  accooat  be  gives  of  his 

_\l  Arange  and  fnrprifing  adventi^i  is  genuine  and  aqthcotic.      * 

t* JJftay  7,,  i7»Q.  "  *  W.Mackbtt." 
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i^iEMOiRS  of  Sir   RALPH  DELAVAL, 

Knt^  Vice-admiral  of  the  Red,  and  Joint-idmiral  and 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Fleet, 

IT  is  i  misfbrtune,  iKrhicK  we  mud  he  contehl  tb  (jleplbre^ 
without  hopes  of  rcdrcls,  fince  it  is  a  misfortune  flowing 
from  liberty^  that  in  all  free  countries  the  greated  men  are  lia- 
ble to  be  facrificed  to  clambur;  and  innotence  is  hot  always  at 
^curity  againfl:  the  Ihafts  of  envy;  This  was  the  cafe  of  the 
gentleman  of  whom  we  are  now  to  fpeak,  and  who,  in  the 
ihort  fpace  of  one  fingle  fummi^r^  was  in  the  highcft  credit,  loft 
it,  and  was  a£tually  laid  afide  i  fo  flu£buating  a  thing  is  human 
happinefs ;  fo  fickle  a  poiTeflion  is  popularity,  and  fo  little  to  be 
depended  on  a  princess  favour !  Thefe  are  the  reflefiioni  that 
%ill  naturally  arife  on  the  redding  the  memoirs  of  our  admiral } 
and  they  are  premifed  ebly  to  ihew^  that  I  think  as  the  reader 
does,  and  do  not  believe  myfelf  obliged  to  follow  the  humours 
of  thofe^  who  have  treated  his  memory  with  the  fame  prejudice 
with  which  they  purdtcd  him  livings 

Sir  Ralph  Delaval  Was  the  fon  of  A  worthy  gentleman  in  tht 
north  of  England,  of  the  fame  name,  diflingiiiflied  for  his  loy-^ 
alty  to  king  Charles  1.  axld  king  Charles  II.  and  to  whofe  houfe 
general  Lefley  bad  leave  given  him  by  Cromwell  to  retire,  aftet 
the  fatal  battle  of  Worceftcr  *i  Mr.  Ralph  Dclatal  came  very 
early  Ihto  the  navy,  under  the  proteQion  of  the  duke  of  York^ 
who  treated  him  with  great  kindneis^  and  took  Care  he  fhould 
not  lofe  his  turn  in  preferment.  By  this  means  it  was,  that  he 
came  to  be  captain  of  the  York,  »  third  rate  man  of  war,  in 
iKrhich  ftation  the  revolution  found  him  ^; 

He  concurred  heartily  in  that  great  change,  though  he  had 
no  hand  in  making  it  i  and,  therefore,  king  Williadi^  who  was 

t  CotUplete  liiftory  of  Europe,  for  1707,  p.  44$.  t  Memoirs  of  the 

Date  of  (he  royal  navy  of  Engiand  for  ten  years,  ending  December  i(588,  by  Sa- 
MiUel  Pepyt,  £fq;  fecretary  io  the  admirafty,  ^miog  the  reigns  of  king  Chatties  11. 
tfid  kiog  James  lit    London,  xtfpo,  laroo,  p.  165. 

Y  y  i  9  prince* 
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%'  prince  of  great  penetration,  foon  promoted  him  to  the  miE 
of  rear-admiral  of  the  blue  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  confierred 
upon  him  the  honour  of  knighthood  j  in  this  ftation  he  ferved 
under  the  earl  of  Tbrrington,  in  the  famous  battle  off  Beachj* 
Head,  m  which  the  EhgUfh  add  Duteh  fleets  were  beat  by  the 
French  on  the  30th  of  June,  1690  ;  but  without  any  impeach- 
xnent  of  bis  own  charafter,,  either  in  point  of  courage  or  con* 
iti&t  as  appeal*  plainljr  by  his  bei»g  appointed  prefident  of  the 
court-martial  which  tried  the  earl,  and  which  fat  on  board  the 
Kent,  on  Ab  lolh  of  December  in  the  fame  year,  and  in 
ivbich  he  was  unantmoufiy  acquitted  >.  and,  if  I  miftake  noc^ 
tbt  fhare  he  hftd'tn  that  affair  fubje&ed  him  to  the  hatred  of  a 
^rtain  fet  of  men  cvtr  after  $  but  that  be  was  in  reality  no  waf 
fo  blame,  will  appear  by  hi^  being  immediately  after  dedsred 
Ttce-admiral  of  the  blue  by  king  William,  in  which  ftatioft  he 
ferved,.  the'nexc  year,  under  adoliral  Ruffel^i  andj.in  the  winter 
of  the  fame  y^ar,  was  appoititcd  to  command  a  fqiiadron  in  the 
Soundings^  whete,  if  he  did  little,  it;, was  owing  to  the  bad 
feafon  of  tht  year,  and  contrary  windsy  by  whi«b  be  was  four 
times  beat  back  into  Torbay ;  however,  he  punAually  executed 
his  orders,  and  thereby  hindered  the  French  from  relieving 
Limerick j  ^bich  muoh  &ci)itated  the  redu£iion  of  the  kitig* 
Jiom  of  Ireland  "• 

In  1692,  when  it  was  known  the  French'  were  fittmg  oQt  by 
far  the  greateft  fleet  they  ever  had  at  fea,  he  was  appointed  to 
ierve  under  admiral  Ruffel^  i^s  alfo  declared' vice-admiral  of 
the  red,  and  intrufted  with  a  large  fquadron  of  Englifli  and 
Dutch  (hips,  with  .erders^  cruize  for  our  homeward-bound 
fleet  from  the  |(Iediterranean,  and  then  join  the  maia  fleet  ^ 
which  he  perfo/med  with  great  conduct  and  Aicoeis}  and  ha- 
ving iirft  feep  feventy  of  our  luerchant-men  fkfe  into  port,  he 
next,  accordif^  to  bis-  infVni^lions,  joined  admiral  KuSA  oa 
the  13th  of  May,  at  St.  Helenas}  which  was  then  jjuftly  confi- 
dcred  as  a  very  fignal  fervice,  for,  if  he  had  be«i  twenty-four 


V  Borchet*s  naval  hiflorf^  p.  418.     Bifliop  ReoneOs  complete  hiftorf  of  Eap 
liuMl».ToL.iiL    PoiuCctVchruAtflo^icathiUcnaDy.TQ],  i.  p.  37l« 
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Ixours  lat^r^^it  might  have  been  of  the  grcateft  prejudice  to  the 
fcrnct  ^. 

On  the  tjth  of  the  fame  month,  a  council  of  war  wns  cat- 
led  of  all  the   flag*of&cers   on  board  the  fleet,    wherein   it  was 
xiefolvedi  in  obedience  to  the  po&ive  commands  of  ^ueen  Mary 
who  was  then  regent^  to  fail  the  £rft  fair  weather  for  the  coaft 
of  France.     In  this   council  of  war  the  admiral  took  notice  ot 
an  intimation   which  had  been  given  him  by  the  fecretary  of 
flate^  that  reports  were  fpfead,  as  if  feveral  captains  of  the  fleet 
had  given  fecret  aflurances  to  king  James*s  friends  on  fliorc,  of 
their  readinefs  to  join  them^  and  of  their  confidence  that  they 
fiiould  be  able  to  carry  Over  a  great  part  of  the  fleet.     As  no* 
body  knew   againft  whom   this  information  was   p^irticalarl/ 
pointed,  it  was  thought  neceflary,  that  the  queen  might  be 
thoroughly  fatisfied   of  their  loyalty  and  integrity,  to  draw  up 
the  following  paper^  which  was  done  upon  the  fpot  ^» 

«f  We,  your  majcfty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjefts  and  fer- 
*«  vant$,  flag-ofiicerS  and  captains  in  your  majefty's  fleet,  out 
**  of  a  deep  and  grateful  fcnfe  of  your  majefty*s  good  and  juft 
*<  opinion  of  our  loyalty  and  fidelity,  imparted  to  us  by  thtf 
'«  right  honourable  admiral  Ruflel^  in  a  letter  to  him  from  the 
«  tarl  of  Nottingham,  principal  fecretary  of  flate,  do,  in  be- 
•<  half  of  ourfelves,  and  all  the  other  officers  and  fcamen^- 
«  humbly  prefumc  to  addrcft  ourfelves  to  your  majefly  at  this^ 
^  junfture,  to  undeceive  the  world  as  to  tho(e  falfe  and  mali^ 
«  cious  reports  which  have  been  lately  fpread  in  prejudice  of  , 
««  yotfr  majcfty's  fervicc,  by  people  difaffefted  to  the  govern- 
**  ment,  and  who  have  an  averfion  to  the  quiet  and  good  of 
•'  their  country;  that  there  are  fome  among  us  who  are  not 
*<  truly  zealous  for,  and  entirely  devoted  to,  the  prefent  happy 
•«  eftablifhmervt*  We  do,  therefore,  moft  humbly  beg  leave  ta 
«<^  add  to  our  repeated  oaths,  this*  afTurance  of  oar  fidelity  r 
«*  That  we  wiH,  with  all  imaginable  alacrity  and  refolution,, 

^  Barchet*s  naval  memoirs,  p.  134,  135.  This  is  a  proof  of  his  z:al  =n<i 
•Aivity  io  the  fcrvice,  independent  of  its  conre<]uences. 

«  Lond.  CtAt,  M^,  17<S7'  Kennefs  complete  hiftorjr  of  England,  vol.  iii, 
f.  C^-y,   '  Bilhop  0urnci*s  hiftvry  vf  hi*  own  (im^s,  vjl.  ii,  p.  5a. 

'  i  "  venture 
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«  venture  ourfelvcs  in  the  defence  of  the  govcrntncnt,  and  of 
<<  the  religion  and  liberty  of  our  country,  againft  all  Popifti  iop 
€i  vaders  whatfoever.  And^  that  God  Almighty  ma^  preferve 
<<  your  majefty's  mod  facred  perfoD,  direfb  your  councils^  and 
«  profper  your  arms  by  fea  and  land  againft  your  enemicSi 
<<  may  all  people  fay  Amen,  with  your  majefty's  moft  dutiful 
•<  and  loyal  fubjefb.  Dated  on  board  the  Britannia,  at  St.  He- 
«  len's,  the  15th  of  May,  1692.**  This  addrefe  was  (jgned  by 
Sir  John  A(hby»  admiral  of  the  blue ;  Sir  Ralph  Delaval^  vice* 
admiral  of  the  red ;  George  Rooke,  £fq;  vice*admiral  of  the 
blue ;  Sir  Cioudefley  Shovel,  rear-admiral  of  the  red  ;  Richard 
Carter,  £fq;  rear*admiral  of  tlie  blue ;  and  all  the  captains  of 
the  fleet  ^. 

On  the  1 8th  of  May,  admiral  RuiTel  ftood  over  to  the  French 
coaft,  and,  on  the  ipth,  engaged  the  enemy  in  the  glorious 
battle  of  La  Hogue  ;  in  which  Sir  Ralph  Delaval,  as  vice-ad- 
xniral  of  the  red,  did  his  duty  with  great  reputation,  and^  por^^ 
fuant  to  the  admiral's  order,  formed  the  rear  of  the  fleet  in 
fuch  a  manner,  that  though  feveral  of  the  French  fhips  that  had 
fuffered  lead,  hovered  round,  and  attempted  to  do  mifchicf, 
they  were  obliged,  at  length,  to  feek  their  fafety,  as  the  reft  of 
the  fleet  had  done  before,  by  a  plain  flight  ^ ;  and  he  after* 
wards  did  remarkable  fervice  in  deftroying  fome  of  the  enemy's 
Jargeft  fliips  *. 

It  was  natural  to  expeA,  after  fo  gallant  an  aflion  as  this, 
that  every  oflicer  who  had  a  Hgnal  concern  therein,  fhould  be 
encouraged  and  promoted ;  but  it  fell  out,  in  ibme  mcafure, 
otherwife,  from  that  caufe  which  is  generally  fatal  to  the  me- 
rits of  Englifli  officers,  the  power  of  party-^intcreft.     A  fpirit 

y  It  wovld  have  been  of  fome  ufe,  if  the  names  of  thefc  capttios  h«d  ben 
printed,  of  which  t  fake  notice,  in  order,  as  far  as  is  in  toy  power,  to  prcvcoc 
future  omiinons  of  the  like  kind,  which  defeat  os  of  lights  in  hiftory,  which 
are  often  of  more  confcquence  than  perhaps  tbtf  wtltcci  •f  the  Gaiettes  can 
imajjinCf 

»  See  the  admiral's  tetter  to  the  eari  of  Nottinghatn,  aod  afl  the  relations 
hitherto  puhlilhed  of  that  engagement^  in  which  this  faA  of  prefcnriog  the  rear 
ofour  fltei  is  fliovved  to  have  iccared  and  eftabiinied  the  viAory,  and  tohifc 
contributed  the  mo(t  of  any  thing  to  the  defeat  of  the  French. 

a  Life  -^f  king  WiHiam,  p.  33%.  Burcbet*6  naval  memoirs^  p.  141.  Larrey 
kUloire  d*An&lctcrre,  tome  iv.  p.  }ia« 

had 
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\k^d  been  raifed  againft  admiral  Rufle]>  who  commanded  in 
cliief  i  and  king  William^  for  certain  reafons^  found  himfelf 
tixidcF  a  necelBty  of  laying  that  great  man  a£de»  which  alfo  ob« 
liged  him  to  put  the  command  of  the  fleet  into  commiiEon  \ 

Accordingly,  Henry  Killegrew^  Efq;  Sir  Ralph  Delaval,  and 

Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel,  Knts.  were  appointed  joint-admirals  of 

the  fleet,  which  was  reputed  one  of  the  greateft  the  maritim6 

powers  had  <ver  fent  to  fea^.     In  the  month  of  May,  the  ad« 

mirals  foriped  their  line  of  battle  at  St.  Helen's,  which  confifl:- 

ed  of  feventy  fliips  of  the  line,  thirteen  frigates,  nineteen  fire-* 

ihips,    befides  brigantines,    bomb«veflels,    and  hofpital-fliips. 

£ifhop  Burnet  ^,  and  fbme  other  writers,  would  have  us  believe^ 

that  the  inaAivity  of  this  mighty  naval  armament  was  owing 

to  the  fecret  inclination  that  two  of  the   admirals,  Killegrew 

^nd  Delaval|  had  for  the  fervice  of  king  James }  but  the  real 

truth  of  the  matter  was,  that  the  fleet  was  not  either  vi£lualled 

or  manned  i  the  men  being  put  to  fhort  allowance  at  their  firft 

going  to  fea,  and  five  regiments  of  foot  ordered  on  board  from 

PortTmouth,  purely  to  make  up  an  appearance  of  manning. 

Befides  all  this,  the  miniftry  were  abfolutely  deceived  in  their 
intelligence ;  in  confequence  of  which  they  fent  impracticable, 
inconfiftent,  and,  at  laft,  contrary  orders.  For,  firft,  the  ad- 
mirals were  enjoined  to  attack  the  French  fleet  at  Breft,  to 
^hich  port  it  was  believed  the  Toulon  fquadron  was  already 
come,  and  difpofitions  were  accordingly  made  for  that  fervice ; 
but,  upon  fending  the  Warfpight  to  look  into  Breft,  it  was 
found  there  was  not  fo  much  as  a  flxip  there.  Before  the  re« 
turn  of  this  frigate,  the  grand  fleet  had  convoyed  Sir  George 
Rooke,  wi^h  the  great  Turkey  fleet  under  his  care,  twenty 
leagues  farther  than  it  was  firft  intended ;  and  yet  they  had 
fcarce  parted  with  them,  before  they  had  ap  account,  that  the 
Toulon  fquadron  was  a^bially  in  the  Mediterranean.    It  was 

b  Burchet't  naval  memoirs,  p.  isit  wherr  It  appears,  rhat  admiral  Rttflel 
yfZB  exceedingly  uneafy  at  his  having  cothing  to  do,  but  ly  tolling  at  fea,  ex- 
pe^ng  troops,  traofports,  and  orders,  which  came  at  laft  fo  prepofteroofly, 
fhat  after  a)l  he  could  do  nothing.  This  uneafinefs  was  efteemed  pride  and  pee* 
yiihnefs,  for  which  the  fubvcrter  of  the  naval  power  of  France,  as  this  gentle* 
man  was  owned  to  be,  in  the  medals  ftmek  for  the  vi£h>ry,  was  for  the  preienc 
deprived  of  command. 

f  See  vol,  ii.  p.  376.  d  J^ftory  ff  hit  own  times,  vol.  ii.  p.  103. 
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then  propofed,  id  a  council  of  w^ur^  to  follow  Sir  George  to 
LhObon ;  but  this  dcfign  was  laid,afide  for  two  rcafons ;  firfl-. 
becaufc  the  court  having  already  ient  orders  to  Sir  George  to 
return,  it  was  very  uncertain,  whether  they  ibould  be  able  to 
meet  him;  and,  fecondly,  becaufe  upon  a  review  of  their 
provlfions,  and  after  an  equal  repartition  of  them  it  was  founds 
they  bad  not  fuficient  for  fuch  an  expedition^  even  at  ihort  al- 
lowance ^« 

The  admirals  having  communicated  all  this  to  the  court,  or- 
iJers  were  fcnt  them,  on  the  2(th  of  Auguft,  to  return  to  ^t. 
liclcn's,  which  they  did ;  and  having  landed  the  regiments  they 
had  on  boards  the  fleet  feparated,  part  of  the  great  (hips  were 
laid  up,  and  the  remainder  were  appointed  for  a  winter  guard  ; 
and  thus  (if  they  can  be  fo  called)  the  operations  of  the  cam- 
paign ended  f .  The  misfortune  that  befel  Sir  George  Rooke, 
and  the  Turkey  fleet  under  his  convoy,  naturally  occafioned  a 
great  clamour ;  and  upon  this,  a  very  flrt£k  inquiry  was  made 
into  the  affair,  firft  by  the  priyy-council,  and  then  by  parlia* 
ment,  where,  on  the  17th  of  November,  the  houfe  of  com- 
jnons  came  to  a  rcfolution,  <*  That,  in  the  affair  of  convoying 
**  Sir  George  Rooke  to  fea,  there  had  been  a  notorious  and  trea- 
^  cherous  mifmanagement^*'  and  yet,  when  the  <}ueftion  was 
put  for  cenfuring  the  admirals  whp  commanded  in  chief,  it  met 
with  a  negative  ^. 

We  muft  therefore,  in  ordo:  to  reconcile  thefe  two  votes, 

^  Thii  it  anong  the  nnniSer  of  thofe  tranfaftton^,  which  never  are  to  be  on* 
^erOo'id  from  general  hiftories,  and  which  are  with  ^ery  great  difBcoUf  uora. 
«ri  ed  if)  a  hooi'e  •f  commons.  He  who  obeya  order<  doca  his  duty  eertaioiy, 
«hoogk  he  fhauld  do  hia  country  ii^ry  by  his  obedience*  becaufe  a^ncnpl 
example  uf  dirobedience  ii  of  much  worfe  conAeqiience  than  any  particular  wron^ 
iicp  with  regard  to  the  condiiA  of  an  expedition  j  and  bcftdes,  if  yon  take  away 
xhis  general  rule  of  oiiedicnce,  it  is  impo^Sle  Cor  Dten  to  know  how  to  conduA 
themfelves  from  tbehigheft  to  the  loweft  ftatioo  {/  add  to  all  which^  that  whcte 
men  receive  do«btful,  perpleved,  and  confu/ed  ordm,  they  ought,  in  regard  co 
their  owa  fafety,  Co  adhere  clofcly  to  the  letter,  and  Leave  i«ch  as  drew  the  orders 
CO  aofwer  for  thero« 

f  Burchet*s  naval  hiftory,  p.  490.  The  prefcnt  Hate  of  Europe  for  the 
CBonth  of  Augud,  1693.    London  Gazette,  No.  aj^or*  S  Kenneths  hi* 

Hkory  of  England,  vol.  iii.  p.  ^57.  OULniaon's  hiAory  of  the  Stuarts,  vol.  ii. 
-  D,  67.    Ql%n4its'$  dtbacesj  voL  ii.  p.  410,  4ta. 

fuppofe 
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fuppolc  the  opinion  of  the  houfe  of  commons  to  have  been,  that 
this  notorious  and  treacherous  mifoianagenient  was  not  in  them : 
And  indeed  bifliop  Burnet,  though  he  condemns  the  admirak, 
has.  left  us  fuch  an  account  of  their  juftificat ion,  asfeems  to 
confirm  this'fuppofition.^  for  he  fays,  that  the  orders  fent  them 
irom  the  cabinet  council,  were  ill  given,  and  wovfe  executed^* 
■Now,  it  may  be  quedioned,  how  bad  orders  can  be  Wdl  exe- 
cuted?? But  theBifhop  goes  farther;  be  tells  iis^  that  thefi:  of- 
-dcTS  were  weakly  drawq,  ambiguous  and  defeAive  $  to  wMcfa 
he  adds,  that  the  admirals  (hewed  no  other  fign  of  zeal,  than 
•in  ftri£Uy  obeying  thefe  orders.  I  fiiould  be  gkd  to  know,  what 
other  zeaLthe^.could  (hew,  when  under  fiich  inftrudions,  and  • 
with  a  fleet  in^uch  «i,  condition  ^ 

The  bu(ineIs;^4»oweyer,  ended  in  4^ying  Mr.  Killegrew  ai^d 
Sir  Ralph  Delaval  afide ;  and,  to  fpeak  my  fentimencs  freclj^  I 
'believe  this  to  be  as  much^the  effeSt  of  party-fpirit,  as  the  laying 
afide  admiral  RuiTel  was  the^year  before.  As  for  Sir4[^loudeiley 
Shovel,  he  happened  to  be  in  favour  with  the  party  that  diflik- 
cd  the  other  two  admirals,  and  €0  he<efcaped,  -though  he  had 
•concurred  with  them  in  every  thing.  1  do  not  fay  this,  with  the 
fmalleft  defign  of  rcflefting  on  the  memory  of  that  brave  man^ 
who,  I  am  entirely  perfuaded,  was  not  at  all  culpable ;  but  only 
to  (hew  the  pernicious  efFeOs  of  party  intrigues,  by  which  aU 
things  were  then  governed  :  I  wifh  1  could iay,  that  nothing 
4ikc  it  has  ever  happened  £nce^ 

h  HMlurf  of -bis  own  timei,  vol.  it.  p.  ««-f . 

t  ^f  it  had  ever  ocoarred  to  btftiop  Boroet,  that  the  sbfiird^  ccmfufed,  iodi- 

gefted  orderr,  which   Kimfclf  rnggeftt  To  difguOed  admiral  RnHel,  t$  to  hindet 

his  daing  aity  thing  of  confr^iuence,  after  his  glurioQt  vkftrry  tlie  year  beftMV^ 

came  froiD  tli«  very  f«ne  peiforis  who  posried  «nd  perplettcd  the  j'tint  admirals* 

he  woiild  not  have  imputed  difaiodion  to  them,  but  have  acqiiiefced  with  the 

'iioofe  of  oonmoot  in  cenfiirlog  their  inaAivicy  without  Ivading  the  comman- 

ders. 

k  ^n  foch  cafes  the  faireft   way  if  to  take  the  jodgment  of  the  Ikilort.    If  « 

man,  who  baa  beeo  aiifoniin»te»  reraiua  the  love  of  fuch   as  h«  commanded  ; 

there  feems  toi>eno  lealhii   for  iafing  him  aTide,  bccaufe  fuch  an  officer,  when 

employed  again,  will  be  more  vigilant  than  any  other,  in  order  to  retrieve  his 

credit;  and  the  French  have,  generally /peaking,  purfoed  this  maxim  with  eqqal 

honour  and   advantage.     It  is  al*mys  right  to  punifh  bad  condoA  in  an  officer, 

cvei>  where  he  has  fucccfs  ;  but  to  punifli  a  good  officer  merely  for  want  of  foe* 

ccfs,  it  barbaroBB  and  bafe ;  contrary  to  (he  auailms  of  difci^ine  and  good 

^iiey. 

Voj..  IH.  Z*  Si? 
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Sir  Ralph  Delaval  lircd  thenceforward  priTately,  as  a  coiatrj 
gentleman,  upon  his  own  edate,  which  was  very  coofiderable, 
and  troubled  not  hirafelf  with  public  aflFairs.  He  died  in  the  be* 
ginning  of  the  month  of  January,  1707,  and  on  the  23dof  th: 
fame  month  was  buried  with  great  folemnity  in  Weftminfce:- 
Abbey.  The  violence  of  party-prejudice  being  then  abated,  b: 
went  to  the  grave  with  the  reputation  of  a  great  and  gailam  of- 
ficer, and  of  a  generous,  hofpitable  man ;  which,  according  tc 
the  heft  accounts  I  have  been  able  to  procure,  he  certainly  de- 
ferved ;  though  he  was  fo  unfortunate  as  to  pafs  nine  years  of 
his  life  in  an  obfcure  retirement,  and  that  too,  in  a  feaibn  whcc 
bis  fervice  plight  have  been  moft  ufeful  to  his  cpuntry  '• 

MEMOIRS  of  Sir  CLOUDESLET  SHOVEL, 
Knight,  Rear-Admiral  of  fl^gland,  isff^ 

IT  is  certainly  a  juft  obfervation,  that  virtue  alone  creates  no* 
biltty.  He  who  enjoys  a  title  by  l^irth,  derives  it  from  the 
virtue  of  his  anceftors  ;  and  he  who  raifes  himfelf  into  high  rank, 
which  is  a  fort  of  fcif-creatioHi  fupplies  the  want  of  anceftors 
by  perfonal  merit.  Under  al)  free  governments,  the  latter  ought 
to  be  encouraged,  as  well  as  the  former  refpe£ted ;  for,  as  eve* 
ry  fuch  government  mud  flouriih  or  decline,  according  to  that 
portion  of  public  fpirit,  which  is  found  among  i(8  fubjeAs ;  lo 
thf  only  means  by  which  this  fpirit  can  be  either  excited  or 
*  maintained,  is  the  proper  diflribution  af  rewards,  and  the  ftricl 
punifliment  of  criipinals.  Where  virtue  is  neglected,  and  vice 
^npunilhed,  corruption  is  at  the  height,  and  the  diflblution  of 
that  (late  near  at  hand. 

We  were  not  in  any  fuch  fituatlon,  ^t  the  time  this  brave  man 
Wiis  born,  which  was  about  the  year  1650.  His  parents  were 
hut  in  middling  circumftanccs  ;  and  as  they  had  fome  expe&a- 
tions  from  a  relation,  whofe  name  was  Cloudefley,  they  thought 
til  to  beftow  that  name  upon  their  fon,  as  a  probable  means  of 
Recommending  him  to  this  relation's  uoticp.   But,  whether  tbej 

I  The  cemp!etc  hiftory  oP^orope,  for  the  year   I707»  p.  447.    Le  Nere's 
monqmciua  An^icini,  p.  izi.  liiScrcore  hiOoriquc et  poUtiqae,  torn. xlit.  p.  180. 
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diiappointed  in  their  views^  or,  from  what  dther  accident 

it    arofe,  I  am  not  able  to  fay;  but   fo  it  was,  that  young 

Gloudefley  Shovel  wias  put  dut  apprentice  to  a  niean  trader  I 

think  to  that  of  a  fhoemaker^  to  which  he  applied  himfelf  for 

ibaie  years  }  but  being  of  an  afpiring  difpoiition^  and  finding  no 

appearance  of  raifing  his  fortune  in  that  way,  he  betook  himfelf 

to  the  fea,  under  the  protection  of  Sir  John  Narborooghi  with 

whom,  I^fpeak  it  to  bis  honour j  he  went  as  a  cabin-boy;  but 

applying  himfelf  very  afliduoufly  to  navigation,  and  having  na~ 

turally  a  genius  for  that  art,  he  foon  became  an  able  fcaitian  ; 

and  as  thofe  were  ftirring  times,  in  which  merit  always  tkhives^ 

he  quickly  arrived  at  preferments     This  he^  in  a  great  meafure^ 

owed  to  the  favour  of  that  famous  perfon^  who,  having  been 

cabin-boy  to  Sir  Chriftopher  Mynnes,  was  a  man  who  raifed 

Ikinofcjf  to  the  highefl:  honours  of  bis  pfofeffion^  by  mere  dine 

of  capacity,  and  therefore  proved  a  generous  patron  of  all  who 

difcovcred  any  extraordinary  degree  of  worthy   and  this  wa» 

what  recommended  Mr.  Shovel  to  his  notice  "^i 

After  the  clofe  of  the  fecond  Dutch  war^  our  merchants,  in 
the  Mediterranean,  found  themfelves  very  much  diflrefled  by  the 
piratical  slate  of  Tripoli ;  which,  notwithftanding  feveral  trea- 
ties of  peace  that  had  been  concluded  with  themj  began  to  com-^ 
mit  freih  depredations^  almoft  as  early  as  the  Dutch  Mrar  broke 
out.     As  foon,  therefore,  as  the  king  found  himfelf  at  leifure^ 
he  ordered  a  ^rong  fquadron  into  thofe  parts,  to  reprefs  the  in- 
iblence  of  the(b  corfairs,  under  the  command  of  Sir  John  Nar- 
borough,  who  arrived  before  Tripoli  in  the  fpring  of  the   year 
1 674,  where  he  found  all  things  in  very  good  order  for  his  re- 
ception.    The  appearance  of  the  enemy^s  ftrength^  joined  to  thd 
nature  of  bis  indru^ions,  which  dire£ted  him  to  try  negocia- 
tion  rather  thaii  force^  determined  him  to  fend  a  perfon  in  whom 
he  could  confide,  to  the  Dey  of  Tripoli,  to  propofe  terms  of 
accommodation,  and  thofe  too  very  moderate  in  their  nature ; 
for  he  defired  only  fatisfa£tion  for  what  Mras  pift,   and  fecurity 
for  the  time  to  come.     The  admiral  intrUftcd  Mr.  Shovel  with 
tVis  meiTage,  who  accordingly  went  on  (hore,  and  delivered  it 
with  great  fpirit.    But  the  Dey,  defpifing  his  youth,  treated 

»  Complete  biOory  of  Europe,  for  the  year  1707,  p.  499. 
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him  with  much  difirefpefi:)  and  fent  him  back  with  an  inde&itw 

S<»fwcr". 

Mr,  Shovel,,  on  bis  return  to  the  admiral,  acquainted  him 
with  fome  remarlu  be  had  made  on  fliore:  Sir  John  fent  him 
hack  again  witb  another  meifage,  and  well  furoifhed  with  pro* 
per  rules  for  ^onduAing  his  inquiries  and  oblervation*.     The 
Bey's  behaviour  was  worfethe  fccond  time;  but  Mr.  Shovel^ 
though  naturally  warm,  bore  it  iritfab^  wonderful  patience^  and- 
made  ufe  of  it  as  an  excufe  for  ftaylng  fome  time  longer  on. 
(bore.     Whenhe  returned,  he  afitu*ed  the  admiral,  that  it  was- 
very  pra&icable  to  burn  the  (hips  in  the  harbour,  notwithfbnd* 
ing  their  lines  and  forts  :.accordinglf,  in  the  night  of 'the  4th  of 
March,  licuteaattt  Shovel,^  with  all  the  boats  in  the  fltet,  fiUed^ 
^vith  conibuftible  matter,  went  boldly  into  the  harbour,  and,  as 
Khave  already  related  in  another  placed  deftroyed  the  enemy^ 
(hips,  with  a  degree  of  fuccefi  fearce  to  be  conceived^;  of  which 
Sir  John  Narbqrough  gave  fo  honourable  an'  account  in  all  his 
letters,  that  the  next  year  Mr.  Shovel  had  the  command  givea 
him  of  the  Sapphire,  a  fifth  rate,  from^whence  he  wa»>not  long: 
after  removed  into  the  Jamea  galley,  a  fourth  rate,  in  which  he 
continued  to  the  death  of  king  Charles  U.  who  firft  ra^ied^..  tnds 
had  always  a  great  kindnefs  for  him  ^* 

There  were  reafons  which  engaged  kiug  James  to-  tmjioj' 
captain  Shovel,  though  he  was  a  man  far  enough  firom  being  in: 
his  favour ;  accordingly  he  waa  preferred  to  the  command  of  the 
Bover^  a  fourth  rate,^  in  which  fitnation  he  waa>.  when  the- 


•  The  Ftiderliai  feen  the  whole  of  tMt  affiiif  in  the  fdrmer  volome,  which 
plainly  (bewf,  of  how  great  importance  it  is  to  ex«ite  and  eaooiirag<  an  obferr^ 
ing  fpirtt,  and  an  inctepid  valour  In  young  officers.  Sir  Jobo  Karbofongh  firmk- 
ly  afcribing  this  important  fer vies  to  the  courage,  and,  which  U  «Mt,.  i»  di«- 
coii^oa  of  his  boy  Shave),  as  he  always  caUcd  blm. 

®  See  vol.  i\  p.  16$^ 

P-  Kennet*!  complete  hiftory  of  EiigUnd,  Tolmnt  iii.  p.  3s 5.  Bwvhet'f  tMTab 
hiUory,  p.  494*  CofuninA  roftrata,  p.  251;  and  Sir  Jobs  Nstbonmgh's  leca«r 
to  Sir  Paul  Rycaut.  Memoirs  of  Sir  Cloodeiley  Shovel,  p«  n.  This  haid^  eo. 
Urprize  was  not  only  highly  honourable  10  the  reputation  of  the  EhgliOi  arms  at 
fea,  bttc  of  infinite  oohfequence  to  our  commerce  $  which  remained  ftom  this 
time  forward  Tafc  from  the  infults  of  tbcfe  barbarous  and  thievMb  enemies,  who 
were  now  convinced,  that  LtU  and  lines  wen  00  fecttritics  agaiaft  the  cornige  of 

vohitloa 
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^utK>n  took  place  ^.  This  was  very  fortunate  for  captain  Sho* 
yK;\,  as  well  as  very  agreeable  to  his  way  of  thinking;  wbich^ 
together  with  his  aSivity  in  the  fervice,  (for  he  was  in  every 
cngageflicnt  almoft  that  happened  during  that  retgn),  made  him  • 
very  confpicuous,.  and  made  his  rife  in  the  navy  as  quick  as  he 
could  wifli.  He  was  in  the  firft  battle,  i  mean  that  of  Bantry- 
bay^  iot  the  Edgar,  a  third  rate^.  and  gave  fuch  fignal  marks  of 
bis  courage  and  conduA^  that  when  king  William  came  down 
to  Porlfmouth^  he  was  pleafcd>.  on  the  recommendation  of  ad-» 
miral  Herbert,  who^  for  that  adion,  was  raifed  to  the  dignity 
«f  earl  of  Torringtony  to  confer  upon  him  and  captain  Aihby^ 
oi  the  Defiance,  ch^  honour  of  knighthood  V 

Tbia  was  ibon  followed  by  further  ferviccs,  as  they  were  by 
additionall  rewards  ^  for  Sir  Cloudefley^  after  cruizing  in  the 
Soundings,  and  on  the  coaft  of  Ireland,  during  the  winter  of 
the  year  16510,.  and  the  enfuing  ipring»  was,,  in  the  month  of 
June,  employed  in  convoying  king  William  and  1ms  army  int> 
Ireland^  who  ^as  fo  highly  fatisfied  with  his  diligence  and  dcx<» 
ierky;  (for  without  queftien,  in  matters  of  this-  nature,  he  was 
WEieof  the  ableft  commanders  ever  put  to  fea)j  that  he  was  gra- 
cioufty  pleafed,.not  only  to  appoint  him  rear-admiral  of  the  blue, 
bot  did  him  aUb  the  honouri  with  hia  own  hands^  to  deliver 
ktm  hb  commtflion  ^ 

After  performing  this  fervice.  It  was  intended  he  (hould  have 
jqincd  the  grand  fleet ;.  but  on  the  i  oth  of  July,  king  V/illianr^ 
receiving  information)  that  tbeenemjr  intended  to  fend  upwards 
ef  twenty  imall  frigates,  the  biggeft  not  above  thirty- Ax  guns, 
into  St.  George's  channel,  to  burn  the  tranfport-^ips,  he  wns 
•rdered  to  cruize  ofif'Scilly}  or  in  fiich  a  (tation  as  he  iliculd^ 
judge  moft  proper  for  preventing  that  defign  ^  and  to  lend  fri- 
gates to  ply  eaftward  and  weftward,  to  gain  intelligence  of  the 
body  of  the  French  fleet,,  fo  that  he  might  be  the  better  able  to 
provide,  for  his  own  (afcry.   And  they,  upon  meeting  with  vice-' 

^  Pcpy*s  mtmnirsof  the  royatnavy  of  Rnglan^l,  p.  1^4,  ^  An  im- 

partial accoanc  of  fome  remarkable  paHJgrs  in  the  life  of  Arthury  earl  of  Tor* 
Elnaton,  p.  xo.  OMmixoi/s  ^iftory  of  the  Stuarts,  yol.  ii.  p.  n.  Memoirs  of 
Sir  Cloudcfley  Shovrl,  p.  xo.  »  B;irchet*s  memotrf,  p.  jB.     Kfunet'fr 

complete  hiflory  of  EngUnd,  vol.  iii.  p.  ^S.  Mcmoii*  of  Sir  Gloud.fiey  Shw 
vel,.  p.  1X4     • 
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admiral  Killegrew,  in  hb  return  from  the  Strmghts,  ^ere  ta 
give  him  notice  of  all  circumflances,  that  fo  he  might  likcwiiie 
take  care  not  to  be  intercepted  ^ 

He  cruized  up  and  down  in  the  aforefaid  ftation,  till  the  2ift 
of  July,  without  meeting  any  thing  remarkable ;  and  then  the 
Dover  and  Experiment  joined  him  from  the  coaft  of  Ireland, 
with  a  ketch  that  came  out  of  Kingfale,  on  board  of  which  was 
colonel  Hacket»  captain  John  Hamilton,  Archibald  Cockbum, 
Efq;  Anthony  Thompibn,  Efq;  captain  Thomas  Power^  Mr. 
William  Sutton,  and  fix  iervants,  who  were  following  king 
James  to  France,  in  order  to  their  accompanying  him  in  his  in- 
tended expedition  to  England.  They  gave  Sir  Cloudefley  an 
account,-  chat  king  James  took  fliipptng  at  Duncannon,  and 
lailed  to.  j^ngfale }  but  after  ftaying  there  a  little  above  two 
houvs,  he  proceeded  to  France,  with  two  Spanifli  frigates,  that 
had  lain  there  for  that  purpofe  a  confideraUe  time ;  and  that 
he  carried  with  him  the  lord  Fowis,  Sir  Roger  Strickland^  and 
captain  Richard  Trevanion  **• 

Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  failed  afterwards  to  Kingfale,  and,  as  I 
have  ihcwn  in  the  former  volume,  did  all  that  could  reafbnably 
be  expected  from  him,  in  regard  to  what  was  prefcribed  by  his 
orders,  and  yet  without  much  fuccefs.  But  an  opportunity 
quickly  offered  of  demondrating  his  zeal  and  affedion  for  the 
fervice.  General  Kirke,  with  a  handful  of  troops,  was  before 
the  ftrong  town  of  Waterford,  which  he  couldnot  take,  on ac 
count  of  the  numerous  garrifoA  in  Duncannon  cafHe,  command* 
cd  by  general  Bourk,  who  profeiTed  his  refolution  to  defend 
both  town  and  fort,  as  long  as  one  flone  remakied  upon  ano^ 
ther  I  Sir  Cloudefley  rightly  guelTed,  that  a  good  part  of  this 
bravery  proceeded  from  certain  intelligence,  that  Mr.  Kirke  had 
pot  a  (ingle  piece  of  cannon  ^  upon  which  he  fent  him  word, 
that  he  was  ready  to  aflift  him'  from  his  fquadron^  not  only  with 

c  THefe  expeditiom,  which  give  little  pleafare  to  cither  author  or  mder,  are 
irivd  pLrilous  to  fea  officers.  If  they  perfcrm  nil  they  are  commandol,  mbkh 
U  alviys  di(Bcalt,  not  aUays  polTibie,  ihere  is  no  pcaife  to  be  hoped*  Bat,  if 
they  fail,  a  (Vorm  of  clamour  arifes,  and  as  men  of  courage  are  feldoA  men  of 
art,  'tis  odds  they  fufTcr  tt\\pwteck  on  fhore. 

u  Biirchct's  nn>al  hiflory,  p.  431.  The  complete  kiAtftf  of  Enrope,  for 
1707,  p.  $01.    Mcmuirs  of  Sir  Cluudcflry  Shovel. 
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guns,  but  with  bbats  and  men;  which,  on  the  genepal's  accept- 
ang  thispropofitioBi  he  accordingly  did ;  and  then  general  Bourk 
^vas  fo  prudent  as  to  furrender  the  place^  before  there  was  to 
sxiuch  as  one  (lone  beat  from  another^. 

The  remainder  of  the  year  1690  was  fpcnt  by  Sir  Cloudeflcy 
for  the  mod  part  in  cruizing,  till  he  was  ordered  to  make  part 
of  Sir  George  Rooke's  fquadron,  which  efcorted  the  king  to 
Holland,  in  the  month  of  January  following '.  JQn  the  13th 
of  April  his  majefty  landed  in  England,  when  having  given  di- 
re£lions  for  haflening  out  the  fleet,  and  difpatched  other  af- 
fairs of  great  importance,  that  prince  embarked  again  for  Hol- 
land, on  the  I  ft  of  May,  and  on  the  i8th  of  Ofiober  follow- 
ing returned  to  England,  in  the  Mary  yacht,  being  then  alfo 
attended  by  a  fquadron  of  men  of  war,  under  the  command 
of  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  r.  '  • 

It  was  his  felicity,  that,  as  his  ferviccs  were  well  intended, 
fo,  generally  fpeaking,  they  were  well  received ;  and,  if  Sir 
Cloudefley  Shovel  at  any  time  mifled  of  fuccefs,  nobody  ever 
pretended  to  fix  Imputations  upon  his  condufi.  His  courage, 
^nd  his  (incerity,  were  alike  unqueftionable ;  and  though  this 
was  not  the  moft  credulous  age,  yet  there  never  was*  heard  of 
fuch  an  infidel,  as  one  who  did  not  believe  Shovel  had  both. 
On  this  account,  moft  people  were  very  well  fatisfied,  when 
the  king,  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  1692)  and  juft  before  he  fet 
out  for  Holland,  declared  him  rear-admiral  of  the  red ;  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  commander  of  the  fquadron  that  was  to  convoy 
him  thither'.  On  his  return  from  thence,  he  joined  admiral  Rufiel 
with  the  grand  fleet,  and  had  a  great  fhare  in  the  Sanger^  and 
as  great  a  (hare  in  the  glory  of  the  famous  vi£tory  at  La  Hogue« 
For  the  French,  after  an  engagement  for  fome  hours,  breaking 
(heir  line,  and  Tourville  being  difcovered  to  tow  away  norti^- 
ward,  when  the  weather  cleared  up,  the  Englifli  admiral  gave 
the  fignal  for  chaciog,  and  fent  notice  to  all  the  fliips,  that  the 

^  Burnet's  htftorjr  of  hts  own  times,  toI.  11.  p.  57.  01dmixon*i  hlftory  of  the 
^tuans,  vol.  ii.     Hiftd^y  of  ihe  wars  in  Ite!and,  p.  138,  139. 

X  Burchef  8  memoirs,  f.  63.  Kcnnet's  kU\ory  of  England,  vol.  iil.  p.  6li, 
The  preftrnt  Hate  of  Europe^  for  the  month  of  Jaouarj,  1691,  p.  34 

T  Kcnnet'i  hiftorj  of  England,  vol.  iii.  p.  6j8.  s  The  complete 

|ki((orj  of  Eurcpc,  for  1707,  p.  504. 
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cnemj  was  retiring.  '  At  the  fame  time,   federal  broadCJcv 
were  heard  to  the  w«ftward,  and,  though  the  (hips  that  fired 
could  not  be  feen,  it  was  concluded  they  were  the  blue  fijuadroo, 
that  by  a  (hift  of  wind  had  weathered  the  French ;  it    proTed, 
however,  to  be  the  brave  Sir  Cloudeiley  Shovel^  rear^adoiira]  (^ 
fhe  red,  who  had,  with  wonderful  pains  and  diligence,  weatiier* 
cd  their  admirafs  own  fquadron,  and  got  between  tbem  and 
their  admiral  of  the  blue**  bat,  after  he  had  fired  upon  the 
French  for  fome  time,  Tourville,  as  well  as  the  admiral  of  that 
fquadron,  came  to  an  anchor  with  fome  of  the  (hips   of  thek 
diviflon,  but  could  not  dtfcover  one  another  by  reafon  of  the 
thicknefs  of  the  weather  ^. 

When  it  was  thought  requifite,  as  we  have  had  occafion  more 
than  once  to  obferve,  thatthe  fleet  (liould  be  put  under  the  joint 
admirals  in  tlte  fucceeding  year,  he  was  one ;  and  perhaps,  if 
there  had  been  nothing  more  than  this  joint  commiiHonj  we 
might  well  enough  account  from  thence  for  the  misfortune  that 
happened  in  our  affairs  at  fea  during  the  year  1693  ^     This  the 
intelligent  reader  will  the  more  eaGly  credit,  when  he  is  put  Is 
mind,  th^t  thefe  joint  admirals  were  of  different  parties ;  that  is 
to  fay,  Killegrew  and  Delaval  were  declared  Tories,  and  Sbovd 
a  determined  Whig^     Tet,  as  they  were  all  good  feamen,  and 
very  probably  all  meant  their  country  wdl,  though  they  did  not 
agree  in  the  manner  of  ferving  it,  it  is  moft  likely,  that,  upon 
nature  confideration  of  the  pofture  things  were  then  in,  the  or- 
ders they  had  received  &om  coiut,  and  the  condition  oi  the 
"fleet,  which  was  not  eitlier  half- manned  or  halfvi£lualled,  the 
admirals  might  agree,  that  a  cautious  execution  of  the  in(fa*uc- 
tions  they  had  received  was  a  method  as  fafe  for  the  nation,  and 
more  fo  for  themfclves,  than  any  otlier  they  could  take.  Tber^ 

•  Kcnnet.    C alumna  roftratt,  p.  a6o.    Memoirs  -of  Sir  Cluodcfl^  S^ove), 

p.  51. 

t  It  maf  not  be  ami^a  r«  mentioa  here  the  care  taken  by  queen  Mary  to  ecooo* 
rigethofe  who  had  behaved  Co  well  in  this  engagement  j  for  flie^was  no  foooer  io> 
fofined  of  the  vi£^ory,  than  (he  immediately  {ieot  down  30,000 1.  to  be  ditfribuitd 
amongft  the  foldieri  and  fei.men,  and  gold  medals  for  all  the  oAcera.  Cobnei 
fjiollin^s,  «ho  was^i'led  in  the  fight.  was1>uried  on  the  ytb  of  Jonc  in  g^'eat  flare, 
the  queen  ffmiiog  her  ecachet|  and  the  nobUtiy  and  gentry  two  hundred  more}  the 
yirbole  being  efcnted  by  ei^hi  companira of  guaroa. 

^  London  GmtKf,  N°.  2839.  The  ccmplete  hiftory  of  Europe  Tor  1707, 
P'  S?S*     l^cAoixi  o(  $ir  ClouJcfley  Shofcl,  p.  59. 
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l^raSy  therrfore,  no  great  reafon  for  that  piece  of  Dutch  wit 
played  off*  upon  this  occafion  in  a  pifturo>  wherein  the  taking  of 
thd  Smyrna  fleet  was  reprefent^d  at  a  diftancc,  and  Sir  Cloude- 
fley  Shovel  on  board  his  own  (hip,  with'  his  hands  tied  behind 
him,  one  end  of  the  cord  being  held  by  each  of  his  colleagues ; 
to  inGnuate,  that  he  would  have  prevented  this  misfortune,  if 
tfic  admirals  KiUegrew  and  Delaval  had  not  hindered  him^. 

But,  when  the  affair  came  to  be  very  itridly  inquired  into  in 
parli^tkient,  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel,  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe,  de- 
fended his  colleagues  as  well  as  himfelf,  and  gave  fo  clear  and 
plain  ^  account  of  the  matter,  that  it  fatisfied  all  people,  who 
y^crt  capable  of  being  fatisfied,  of  the  innocence  of  the  cocn- 
manders,  I  mean  in  point  of  treachery,  which  had  been  aflerted 
by  a  vote  of  the  houft  of  commons;  for  which,  if  there  was  any 
foundation^  it  muft  have  lain  either  among  the  inferior  people  at 
the  admiralty^  or  thofe  in  the  fecretaty  of  date's  oflice,  who  were 
bribed  to  give  intelligence  to  the  French  ®.  But  pollibly  even 
this  was  but  fufpicion. 

The  charaAer  of  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  remaining  abfolutely 
unimpeached,  we  find  him  again  at  fea,  in  the  year  16^4,  in  the 
channel,  and  on  the  French  coaft,  where  he  had  the  honour  to 
command^  as  vice-admirsd  of  the  red,  under  lord  Berkley,  ad- 
miral of  the  blue,  in  the  famous  etpedition  to  Camaret-b^y ;  of 
which  I  have  already  given  fo  large  an  account,  that  I  think  it 
altogether  needlcls  to  repeat  it  here^  and  therefore  (hall  only  fay, 
that  Sir  Cloudefley  diftinguifhed  bimfelf  by  his  fpeedy  and  dex- 
trous embarkation  of  the  land  forces,  when  they  failed  upon'that 
unfortunate  expedition,  aS  alfo  when,  on  their  return  to  Eng- 
land, It  was  thought  neceilary  to  fend  the  fleet  again  upon  the 
coaft  of  France,  to  bombard  Diepe  and  other  places  ^. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  feafon  the  command  devolved  upon< 
Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel,  by  lord  Berkley's  coming  to  London ; 
and  then  be  received  his  majcfty's  cxprefs  commands  to  under- 
take the  bombardment  of  Dunkirk,  which  he  attempted,  as  I 
have  ihewn  in  the  naval  hiflory  of  that  year,  to  no  purpofe, 

<  The  complete  hiftory  of  Europe  for  1707,  p.  507.  ^  Bnrnei**  hiftory 

of  hit  own  limtt,  toI.  ti.  p.  11$,  iitf,     Kenner,  and  all  our  Iiiftorians.     Cband- 
Icr'l  debates,  vol,  ii.  p.  418,  41%.  f  Merciirc  hiftoriqiie  ci  pr.lifiqoc, 

some  zvti.  p.  aip,  where  there  are  very  pertinent  remarkf  on  thefe  expeditions. 

Vol.  m.  3  A  through 
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through  the  fault  of  the  engineer,  who  had  profnifed  more  f&air 
either  he,  or,  as  was  then  believed,  any  other  maD  coald  pcr- 
form.  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel,  however,  took  care  te  demonftrate 
ftdm  his  conduct,  that  there  wae  no  fault  lay  ia  him  }  for  he 
ir^ent  with  a  boat  within  the  eneofiy*8  works,  and  fo  became  a& 
^ye-witnefs  of  the  impofSbility  of  doing  what  hi»arders  diredcd 
to  be  done ;  and  therefore,  on  his  coming  home,  be  was  per- 
k€Ay  Well  received,  and  continued  to  be  employed  as  a  man 
who  would  command  fuccefs  where  it  was  po(Eble^  and  omit 
nothing  in  his  power  where  it  was  not.  He  had  his  (hare  in  the 
remaining  part  6f  tlie  war,  and,  after  the  peace  of -RyiWick,  was 
always  confulted  by  his  majefty,  whenever  mantime  affaiiB  west 
tmder  conGdcratioh  K 

In  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  queen  Anne  he  was  not  modi 
in  favour^  and  therefore  I  do  net  find  him  employed,  though  he 
was  then  admiral  of  the  white^  in  any  affair  of  importaiicey  tili 
he  was  ftnt  to  Vigo,  after  the  taking  that  ptace  by  Sir  George 
Rooke,  to  bring  home  the  i^ils  of  the  Spanifh  and  French  fleet. 
This  was  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1 702^  and  he  perforoied 
all  that  was  e:rpe£led  from  him,  with  that  zeal  and  expedition 
which  he  had  formerly  ihewed  upon  every  occafion :  for,  arri- 
i^ing  at  Vigo  on  the  16th  of  OAober,  he  got  thkigs  into  fach 
forwardiiefs)   that   he  carried  off  whatever  could  -poO&Aj  be 
brought  home,  burnt  the  reft,  and,  notwithftanding  the  llermy 
ibafon  of  the  year,  the  foulnefs  ef  his  ihips,  and  his  being  em* 
harraffed  with  prizes,,  arrived  faiely  in  the  Downs  on  the  7th  of 
November  j^^  which  was  confidcrcd  as  fo- remarkable  a  fervice  by 
the  court,  that  it  was  immediately  refolved  to  employ  him  in  af> 
fairs  of  the  greateft  confequence  for  the  future  K 

Accordingly  he  commanded  the  grand  fleet  up  the  Straits  in 
tlie  year  1703,  where  he  did  every  thing  it  was  poflible  for  an^ 
admiral  to  do,  whofe  inftruftions  were  very  exteniive,  and  who 
yet  wanted  an  adcq.uatc  force  to  accomplifh  a  great  part  of  ihofe 
kiftruftions.    It  is  in  fuch  conjunctures  as  theiethat  the  iktH  and 

S  Burcbei's  naval  hiAory,  book  iv.  cfi.  13.  Thefccorid  volame  ordiithiftriy 
under  the  year  1694.  I'hr  complete  hidory  of  Bnrop^  for  17079  p.  5o8<  Me* 
inoirs  of  S:r  Cloudtdey  Shove!,  p.  60.  ^  Borchet's  ofval  biftory,  p.  tfzS; 

Columna  roftrata,  p,  175.    Memoirs  of  Sir  Cioudcflcy  Shovel,  p.  83,  84.    Loa* 
dcSL  Cazfltc,  N°.  3Btfx,  j8tf*. 

capacity 
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tapacity  of  an  admiral  chiefly  appear  ^  and  in  tiiis  expedition  Sir 
Ooudefley  gave  as  convinciog  proofs  of  his  courage  and  conduA 
as  any  adflairal coulddo ;  for  he prote^ied  our  trade  from  all  atr 
templs  of  the  French ;  he  did  what  was  to  be  done  for  the  relief 
of  the  Protefianis  then  in  arms  in  the  Cevennes^  he  countenan- 
ced fuch  of  the  Italian  powers  as  were  inclined  |o  favour  the 
caufe  of  the  «Uies»  aiid  be  ftrock  fuch  a  terror  into  the  friends 
•f  the  French)  that  they  durft  not  perform  what  they  had  pro* 
mifed  to  tt&dei'take  for  that  court '. 

All  this  he  did  with  a  fleet  very  indii^erently  manned»  and  dill 
worfe  vi&ualled ;  fo  that»  not  with  ftanding  the  management  of 
our  afiairs  at  lea  was  feverely  cenfured  that  year  in  the  houfe  of 
GommoiiSy  yet  all  parties  agreed,  that  Sir  Cloudeiley  Shovel  had 
done  his  duty  in  every  refpeA^  and  very  well  deferved  the  high 
truft  and  confidence  that  had  been  repofed  in  bin)  ^. 

In  the  year  1 704,  Sir  George  Rooke  commanded  the  grand 
fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  to  reinforce  which  Sir  Cloudefley 
Shovel  was  fent  with  a  powerful  fquadron  ;  and  he  took  fuch 
cane  not  only  to  execute  his  orders,  but  to  diftinguifh  in  wha( 


I  0!dmixon*«  iiiftory  of  the  Stains,  vol.  ii.  p.  it%.  The  cotnpkce  hiftorjr  of 
Compe  for  1703,  p.  yp*    London  Oaecite,  N^.  3918. 

^  Btihop  Bvrnet  gives  us  but  a  meUncholy  account  of  this  CKpcduion,  and  yet 
he  very  honcHly  juflifies  the  admirars  condtiA.  This  prelate's  account  of  the 
matter  is  very  curiotts,  and  very  well  worth  the  reader's  notice,  i  have  not 
touched  it  in  the  former  part  of  this  volume,  and  tbeicfore  I  think  it  will  not  be 
arnifs  to  tafert  it  here,  as  a  proof  that  I  do  cot  over«rate  the  merit  of  the  gre^it 
men  whofe  anions  I  record :  **  It  was  refolved  to  fend  a  flrong  fleet  into  the 
**  Mediterranean ;  it  was  near  the  end  of  June  before  (hey  were  ready  to  fail ; 
"  and  they  had  orders  to  come  out  of  (he  Straits  by  the  end  of  September. 
**  Every  thinf  was  fo  ill  Irid  in  this  expcdUian,  as  if  it  had  been  intended,  that 
**  nothing  (hoold  be  done  by  it,  bcfides  the  convoying  our  merchant  fhips,  which 
**  did  not  require  the  fourth  part  of  fuch  a  force.  Sbovel  was  ilnt  to  command  j 
^*  when  he  faw  his  in fl ructions,  he  reprcfented  to  the  mioiAry,  that  nothing 
*<  could  be  expeAed  from  this  voyage  i  he  was  ordered  to  go,  and  he  obeyed  his 
**  orders.  ,tie  got  to  Leghorn  by  the  beginning  of  September.  His  arrival  fcem- 
'*  cd  to  be  of  great  confequcnce,  and  the  sii'ies  began  to  take  courage  from  it^ 
**  but  they  were  foon  difappoioted  of  their  hopes,  when  they  andcrdood  that, 
'*  by  his  orders,  be  could  only  Ihy  a  few  days  thtre.  Nor  was  it  eafy  to  ima* 
**  gine  what  the«dcfign  of  fo  great  an  expedition  could, be,  ormhy  fi>  much  mo> 
**  ney  was  thrown  away  00  fuch  a  projcA,  which  made  us  defpifed  by  our  ene- 
**  mies,  while  it  provoked  our  friends,  who  might  juflly  think  they  could  not  de- 
*'  pend  upon  fuch  an  ally,  who  managed  fo  great  a  force  i»iib  fo  poor  a  conduct 
<*   as  neither  10  hurt  iheir  enemies,  nor  protc^  their  friends  by  it.** 

3  A  :j  «n*nncr 
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manner  they  ought  to  be  executed,  that,  by  joiping  the  fleet  m 
the  midft  of  the  month  of  June,  be  was  yery  inftntinefital  in  the 
lingular  fuccefs  that  followed,  as  by  that  very  aAion  he  cfiedn- 
ally  difappointed  all  the  French  fchemes,  though  that  ooort  had 
t>oafted,  they  fhould  be  able  to  reftorc  their  maritime  power, 
and  give  law  to  the  confederates  at  fea  that  fummer  '• 

He  took  his  part  in  the  glorious  action  off  Malaiga^  in  which 
he  behaved  with  the  utmoft  bravery,  as  bilhop  Burnet  very  jniUy 
obferves ;  and  yet  he  had  the  good  luck  to  efcape  eitrexmdj  well 
in  that  aflioni  though,  as  he  faid  himfelf  in  hb  letter^  he  never 
took  more  pains  to  be  well  beat  in  his  life;  but  he  was  very  far 
^rom  taking  to  himfelf,  what  fomc  have  ^oe  endeavoured  to 
confer  upon  him,  the  glory  of  beating  the  French  fleet,  while 
i>ir  Qeorge  Rooke  only  looked  on,  or  fought  at  a  diffamce.  Thtf 
was  not  at  all  in  Sir  Cloudcfley's  nature;  he  would  no  more  be 
guilty  of  an  a<5l  of  injuftice  df  this  {on,  than  he  would  have  been 
patient  in  bearing  it.  He  knew  very  well  his  own  merit  and  his 
admiraPs,  and  he  did  juftice  to  both  in  the  letter  he  wfx>te  on 
that  occafion,  and  of  which  the  reader  may  find  an  c^tra^t  in 
the  former  part  of  this  volume. 

This  battle  was  fought  on  the  13th  of  Auguft,  1704}  Sir 
Cloudefley  Shovel  and  Sir  John  Leake  led  tly  van;  Sir  Qondo- 
fley's  divifion  condiled  of  nine  (hips,  the  Barfleur,  Eagle,  Or- 
ford,  Aflurance,  lyarfpight,  §wi(tfure,  Nottingham,  Tilbary, 
and  the  Lenox,  in  which  t^iey  had  only  one  officer  killed,  va. 
the  firll  lieutenant  of  the  Lenox,  and  feven  wounded,  loc  pri- 
vate  men  killed,  and  303  wounded ".  After  this  vidtory  the 
French  never  durA  think  of  fighting  our  ileets;  and,  upon  Sir 
Cloudefley  Shovel's  return,  he  was  prcfcntcd  to  the  queen  by 
prince  George,  as  lord  high-admiral  of  England,  met  with  a  very 
gracious  reception,  and  was  the  next  year  employed  as*  com- 
mander 

I  Lamherrl,  roine  ni.  p.  314*     Qiiincy,  hiftoire  miiitaire,  tome  iv.  p.  415. 
Memoir*  d*Efpagne,  tome  i.  p.  175 — a8i.  *"  Burnetts  hiftory  w  his  own 

limes,  vol,  ii.  p.  390.  Colomna  roArata,  p.  178.  London  G»eite»  K^.  40S4. 
,  *  n  ]  Ih^ll  be  obliged  to  touch  fomc  particulars  in  this  engagemcot,  wbca  I  ODiue 
to  the  memoirs  of  Sir  George  Rooke ;  but  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  •bfetYC  here 
inridcntally,  that,  at  the  beginning  of  the  battle,  Sir  Cloadcllcy  Shovel,  with 
r he  van  of  (he  Englifh  fleet,  narrowly  mifled  being  forrooudcd  by  the  Freoclii 
tut  ih^!  Sir  Gc.ir^e  Ro^kc  pcxceiving  their  defign,  bare  down  imoMdiiUly  to 
•  ♦•*      •  kii 
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mander  in  chief,  being  appointed  rear-admiral  of  tbe  fleet  of 
England  on  the  6th  of  January  following  9. 

Sir  Clondefley  had  no  concern  in  the  arts  made  ufe  of  to  lefien 
the  repacation  of  Sir  George  Rooke,  in  order  to  pave  the  way 
for  laying  him  afide  P ;  but  after  this  was  done,  and  h  became 
neceflary  to  fend  both  a  fleet  and  army  to  Spain^  Sir  Cloudefley 
thought  it  rcafonable  to  accept  the  command  of  the  fleet,  jointly 
vith  the  earl  of  Peterborough  and  Monmouth,  and  accordingly 
arrived  at  Lifl^on  with  the  fleet,  which  confifted  of  twentywnine 
line-of-battle  (hips,  in  the  month  of  June,  1705,  and,  towards 
the  latter  end  of  the  fame  month,  failed  from  thence  to  Catalo- 
pia,  arriving  before  tbe  city  of  Barcelona  on  the  1 2th  of  Auguft,^, 
when  the  fiege  of  the  place  was  undertaken,  though  the  Englifii 
army  was  very  little,  if  at  all,  fuperior  to  the  garrifon  within  the 
town. 

There  certainly  never  was  an  admiral  in  a  more  untoward 
^tuation  than  that  in  which  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  found  him- 
felf  here.  The  fcheme  itfelf  appeared  very  impraflicable ;  the 
Jand-officers  divided  in  their  opinions;  the  prince  of  Heflis 
d^Armftadt,  upon  whom  king  Charles  principally  depended,  was 
not  in  fpeaking  terms  with  the  earl  of  Peterborough ;  all  things 
neceflary  for  the  iiege  were  in  a  manner  wanting,  and  all  hopet; 
of  fopply  depended  on  admiral  Shovel,  who  on  this  occaflou 
gave  the  moft  (ignal  proofs  not  only  of  his  vigilance,  dexterity, 
and  courage,  but  of  his  conftancy,  patien9e,  and  ze^l  for  the 

?ublic  fervice', 
•  •  He 

^is  ^Hif^Aiiee ;  whicb  Cbafonsbte  fuccoar  $tr  CloudcHqr  Shovel  rerurned  in  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  engagement,  when,  feveral  fhfps  of  the  admirai*s  divifion  being 
forced  out  of  the  tine  for  want  of  ammunition,  Sir  Cloudefley  very  gallantly 
<tmc  in  to  bia  aid,  and  drew  feverai  of  the  enemy *i  Oiipa  from  our  centre, 
«bicb,  after  they  had  felt  the  force  of  fome  df  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovei'a  divi- 
fion, did  not  think  it  fafe  to  advance  along  his ;  but,  being  clean  and  better  fai^ 
ers,  they  fct  their  fprit-fails,  and  with  their  boits  ahead,  towed  from  him,  with, 
out  giving  him  cbe  opportunity  of  exchanging  with  them  fo  much  at  a  Angle 
broadfide. 

9  London  Gazette,  N^.  408^.  P  The  complete  hiftory  0/  J^nrope  fot 

>7o5,  p*  S.     Memoirs  of  Sir  Cioadefley  Shovel. 

4  Sir  Cioadefley  failed  from  S pithead  to  St.  Helen's  on  the  aad  of  May  $  the 
earl  of  Peterborough  went  on  board  the  oeat  day,  and  the  a4(h  the  fleet  failed  to 
the  weft  ward.    London  Gazette,  K^.  41x6,  '  Burchet*i  naval  hiftory, 

^ook  V.  ch.  x8.    Burnci's  hiAory  cf  his  own  timet,  vul.  H.  p.  419.  Dr.  Freind*s 

arc(  uot 
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He  furniihed  guns  for  the  batteries,  an4  men  to  (erve  them; 
be  landed,  for  tiie  ufe  of  the  arovy,  almoft  all  the  military  fiorea 
of  the  fleet ;  he  not  onlj  gave  .prud«it  advice  himfidf  in  all  oood- 
cih  of  war,  bitf  he  moderated  the  heats  and  rcfimtmmts  of 
others,  aBc(,  in  Ibort,  was  fo  ufeful,  (b  readyi  aad  lb  determi- 
ned in  the  fervice,  and  took  fuch  care  that  every  dxing  he  pro- 
mifed  fliould  be  fully  and  pan£lually  performed,  that  his  pre- 
fence  and  councils  in  a  manner  forced  the  land-offieera  to  cooti- 
nue  the  Gege,  till  the  place  was  taken,  to  the  farprize  of  all  the 
world,  and,  perhaps,  moft  of  all  to  the  fuqirife  of  thole  by 
whom  it  was  taken  \  for,  if  we  may  guefs  at  their  fentimeDls  by 
what  they  declared  under  their  hands  in  feveral  councils  of  war, 
they  fcarce  believed  it  pradicable  to  reduce  fo  ftrong  a  phcc 
with  fo  fmall  a  force,  and  that  fo  ill  provided*. 

How  great  a  fenfe  the  qu^en  had  of  this  impcMtant  iervice, 
and  how  much  flie  was  perfuaded  it  would  contribute  to  the  ad« 
vantage  of  the  common  caufe,  the  reputation  of  her  anna  abroad, 
and  the  fatisfaf^ion  of  her  fubjeAs  at  home,  may  appear  from 
her  going  exprefsly  to  parliament^  upon  ibis  occasion,  opoa  the 
27ch  of  November,  1 705,  where,  being  feated  <m  the  throne,  {he 
fent  for  the  houfc  of  commons  on  purpo£b  to  communicate  to 
them  the  news  of  this  important  fuccefs,  which  (he  did  in  the 
following  fpeechi  that  deferves,  for  its  fingularity,  as  well  as  for 
its  relation  to  the  fubje£i  in  hand,  a  place  in  this  hiftory : 

«^  My  lords  and  gentlemen, 
*<  Having  newly  received  letters  from  the  king  of  Spain  and 
<«  the  earl  of  Peterborough,  which  contain  a  very  particular  ac- 
«  count  of  our  great  and  happy  fucceffes  in  Catalonia,  and  (hcw- 
«'  ing  at  the  fapie  time  the  reafonablenefs  of  their  being  imme- 
*<  d lately  fupported,  I  look  upon  this  to  be  a  matter  of  fach 
««  confequence  in  itfelf,  and  fo  agreeable  to  you,  that  I  have  or- 
<«  dered  a  copy  of  the  king  of  Spain's  letter  to  myfelf,  and  a  let- 
<(  ter  from  the  junto  of  the  military  army  of  Catalonia,  and  an- 

accnnr.t  of  x\\t  earl  of  Peterboroogh's  condudl  in-Bpain,  p.  34.  An  impartial  in. 
quiry  into  the  frtanagement  of  the  war  io  Spain,  p.  17.  Bayer's  Iif«  of  qseea 
j\nne.  >  Oldmixon^s  htHory  of  the  Stuarts,  vol.  ii.  p.  301.    The  complete 

-hiflory  of  Europe  for  x7oJ»  P»  384-  I-oodon  Gazette,  N**.  4»tf4j  4»tfS>>  4^77. 
«|i7S.    Mcoivir*  of  W\  Cluudtrtey  Shovel,  p.  joC, 

*«  Other 
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«<  other  letter  from  the  city  of  Vich,  as  alfo  an  exlraA  of  the 
«<  earl  of  Peterborough's  letter -to  me,  to  be  communicated  to 
«<  both  hoafe9  of  parliament. 

«<  I  recommend  the  confideration  of  them  to  you^  gentlemen 
•<  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  very  particularly,  as  the  fpeedieft 
<<  way  to  reftore  the  monarchy  of  Spain  to  the  houfe  of  Auih'ia^ 
«<  and  therefore  I  aflure  myfclf,  you  will  enable  me  to  profecute 
<<  the  advantages  we  have  gained,  in  the  mod  effedual  manner^ 
«•  and  to  improve  the  opportunity,  which  God  Almighty  is  plea- 
«  fed  to  afford  us,  of  putting  a  profj[»erous  end  to  theprcfcnt 
«<  war. 

«*  My  lords  and  gentlemen, 
<•  I  muft  not  lofc  this  occafion  of  defiring  you  to  give  is  mucll 
^  difpatch  to  the  matters  before  you  as  the  nature  of  them  aU 
•«  low,  that  fo,  in  our  preparations  for  next  year,  you  may  be 
*<  early,  which  cannot  fail  of  being  a  great  advantage  to  us  ^^ 

The  next  year  Sir  Cloudcllcy  again  commanded  the  fleet;  but 
It  failed  very  late*',  fo  as  not  to  reach  the  river  of  Lifbon  till  the 
month  of  November;  and,  even  \^hen  it  arrived  there,  the  dit 
putes  which  arofe  amongfl  the  lords  of  king  Charleses  council 
and  his  generals,  with  the  delays  of  the  Porttrgueze,  who  were 
far  from  being  hearty  in  bis  caufe,  difappointed  all  the  great  de* 
figns  of  the  maritime  powers,  and  the  efleds  that  might  have 
been  reafonably  etpeded  from  the  powerful  reinforcement  of 
troops  which  were  embarked  on  board  the  grand  fleet*  In  this 
tineafy  fituation  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  did  all  that  could  be  ex- 
pefied  from  a  wife  and  vigilant  commander;  for  he  not  only 
clofcly  attended  to  the  proper  duties  of  his  own  charge,  but  left 
iio  method  untried  to  prevail  upon  the  generals  and  favourites  0f 
king  Charles  ro  come  to  fuch  an  agreement,  as  might  fccure  the 
advantages  already  obtained,  and  cfl^caually  fix  their  mafter^ 
who  was  then  at  Madrid,  upon  the  throne  of  Spain. 

But,  though  the  care  and  concern  of  the  admiral  had  very  Bt- 
tle  efleft  on  this  fide,-  yet  his  feprefentations  in  Portugal  met 

K  London  GneUe,  K^.  4179. 

«  The  qoeco's  fleet,  under  the  command  of  Sir  Cloddeflcy  Shovel,  xu'uh  the 
fand  force*  on  board,  and  the  earl  of  Rivers  at  general  in  chief,  failed  from" 
Torbay  the  firft  of  Oftokcr.    I-Ofldon  G:zttcc,  N<>.  446S. 

With 
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with  greater  regard.     It  feems  that  one  of  the  young  princes  of 
the  royal  family »  who  was  of  a  very  wild  tempery  bad  committed 
fomc  odd  infults  on  the  Teamen  as  they  came  afliorc  from  the 
fleet,  and  the  forts,  at  the  entrance  of  the  river,  had  fired  iipo& 
fome  of  our  men  of  War  ;  upon  which  Sir  Cloudcfley  made  his 
reprefentations  to  the  miniflry ;  and,  having  received  a  very  dif- 
fatisfaAory  anfwer,  he  immediately  demanded  a  conference  with 
a  perfon  of  great  diftin£iion,  who  was  then  at  the  head  of  their 
councils,  and  told  him  plainly^  that  the  feamen,  (6  long  as  he 
bore  the  Englifh  flag,  ihould  maintain  the  (bri&eft  dilcipline 
while  in  the  harbour  of  Portugal,  and  therefore  he  expoAed  it 
ihould  receive  thofe  marks  of  friendfliip  and  refpe£b^  which  were 
due  to  fo  great  a  princefd  as  the  queen  his  fovereign;  or,  in  caie 
of  any  failure,  he  ihould  think  himfelf  obliged  to  do  his  feameni 
and  the*  honour  of  his  country,  right,  and  not  fuffer  the  Engliih 
flag  to  be  infulted,  while  he  had  the  honour  to  wear  it.     Thit 
Sir  Cloudefley  expreiTcd  in  fuch  a  manner,  and  Seconded  his 
^ords  with  fo  briflc  a  refentment,  when  the  firft-mentioned  af- 
front was  next  repeated,  that  the  crown  of  Portugal  thought  fit 
to  ifllie  out  fuch  orders  as  he  deflred,  and  things  wore  another 
face  in  that  part  of  the  world  ever  afterwards ;  which  was  en- 
tirely owing  to  the  courage  and  condu£l  of  Sir  Cloudeiley,  who 
knew  very  well  how  to  diftinguifli  between  the  complaifance  due 
to  an  ally,  and  that  complying  forbearance  which  is  unworthy 
of  an  Engllfh  admiral  ^, 

The  beginning  of  the  year  1707  wore  but  an  indifferent  af- 
pe£l  for  Sir  Cloudefley.^  He  had  difpofed  all  things  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  that  he  might  be  able  to  fuccour  Alicant ;  and  very 
probably  bad  fucceeded  therein,  if  not  prevented,  when  the 
troops   were  on  the  point  of  embarking,  by  an  order  from 
England*    This  order  was  obtained  by  the  prelBng  inftances  of 
the  court  of  Portugal,  which  reprefented  here,  that  the  fbroes 
might  be  more  effedlually  employed  in  conjun£kion  with  their 
army.     Orders  were  fent  to  this  purpofe,  and  a  menaorial  was 
drawn  up,  containing  the  terms  upon  which  her  Britannic  ma- 
jefty  would  confent  to  the  propofitions  made  by  the  Portuguese 
minifter,  in  the  name,  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  mafter*    But, 

^  They  had  bebftvrd  in  the  Ciine  way  to  ISir  John  Leake  in  February,  170^- 
Su  Barchet*s  naval  hiftory,  p.  690,  729. 

notwith- 
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iioitritbftafidtng  this  appiicatioil j  the  PortugDeze,  b^ing  ehber 
tinwilliiTg  or  unable  to  comply  with  thofe  demands,  it  was  re- 
fohrcd  in  a  council  of  war  to  refume  tbe  former  proje£^,  and  to 
land  tbeotat  Alicant ;  for  which  orders  fooa  after  arrived  from 
England*.  " 

According  to  this  refolntion^  the  confederate  fleet  failed  oil 
the  7th  of  January^  with  the  land-forces  from  Liibon  to  Alr*^ 
cant,  where  they  arrived  on  tbe  28th  of  the  fame  month,  and 
were  aAually  landed.  But,  through  the  delays  the  expeditionr 
Kiet  withy  (an  account  of  which  we  have  formerly  given),  the 
troops,  which  at  their  failing  from  England  were  little  if  any* 
thing  (hort  of  to,ooo  men,  were  now  found  to  be  fcarce  7000  ; 
and  Sir  Cloudefley  finding  that  his  prefence  would  be  of  little 
«fc  there,  and  that  the  fleet  flood  in  need  of  repairs,  left  Ali^ 
canton  the  17th  of  February,  and  returned  to  Lifbon,  wherd 
be  arrived  the  nth  of  March  followiog.  There  he  received 
orders  to  prepare  for  the  expedition  againft  Toulon ;  of  whicl^ 
we  have  already  faid  much,  and  therefore  fhaH  be  the  more 
conci&  in  what  we  are  obliged  to  add  further  upon  that  fubjedl 
here^ 

The  inftruftions  which  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  rectived,  in  re- 
lation to  this  important  aflTair,  which,  if  h  had  fuceeeded,  muft 
have  put  an  end  to  the  war,  by  obliging  the  French  kiiig  to- 
abandon  the  fupport  of  his  grandfon  in  Spain,  were  fent  him 
lo  Lifl>on  ;  and^  in  obedience  to  them,  the  admiral  made  fuch 
difpatch,  that  on  the  10th  of  May  he  failed  for  Alicant  ^ 
where,  having  joined  Sir  George  Byng,  he  proceeded  to  the 
coaft  of  Italy,  and  in  the  ktter  end  of  the  month  of  June, 
eame  to  an  anchor  between  Mice  and  Antibes  ;  where  he  waited 
the  arrival  of  the  duke  of  Savoy  and  prince  Eugene,  who  ac^ 

• 

'  Thefir  difpttte*^,  and  the  deUys  tliey  occafiotfed,  ruire]  our  affairs,  :lnd  made 
thi»v  which  was  the  mail  rtpenfive  of  aM  oar  wars^  the  moft  iireffeAaal.  T.  t 
Spanifb  ■laleconttnts  had  thtir  panicu'ar  views,  fo  had  the  Portugtiexe,  fo  had  the 
ISt  rmaat  likcwife  ^  Cbaries  III.  a^^wecaHed  him,  indeed  had  oone,  but  rollowcd 
the  humour  of  his  favour!  e  for  the  time  betog. 

7  Burnet**  hiltory  of  his  cwn  times,  vol.  ii.  p.  479.  'f'he  complete  h'.dory  of 
Europe,  for  1707,  p  4!.     London  Gazette,  Ko.  ^ 299,  430a,  43^3,  4312. 

Vol.  Ill*  3  B  tually 
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tually/came  on  board  the  s^th  of  that  monthi  and 
taiDcd  by  Sir  Cloudefley  with  the  utoiail  magnificence  '. 

The  enemy  were  at  that, time  ftrongly  entrenched  on  the  ri- 
ver Var,  and  had  extended  their  works  above   four  aailcs  iDti> 
the  country.     Thefe   entrenchments  were   defended    by    8qo 
horre,  and  fix  battalions  of  foot,  and  a  reinforcemexit  iiras  daily 
expend,  of  thiee  battalions  more,  under  the  conixnand   of 
lieutenant-general  Dilloii>  an  old  Iriffa  officer^  from  wbofe  cou- 
vage  andcondufl  the  French  had  reafon  to  expe£l  as  much  as 
from  any  man  in  their  fervice ;  and  indeed  if  be  had  arrtvicd  ia 
frhofe  linesi   it  is  very  doubtful  whether  the.  confederates  could 
have  forced  them.     But  Sir  Cloudefley  having  •bfrrred   to  the 
dukcj  that  part  of  the  French  lines  werefo  near  the  fea,  that  it 
was  in  his  power  to  cannonade  them  ;  and  that  he  would  land 
a  body  of  feanaen,  who  fhoukl  attack  the  higheft  and  ftroDgcft 
ef  their  ensrenchments  v  his  royal  highnds  confented  that  tb^ 
fiiould  be  attacked  ioMnediately  *» 

Accordingly,  on  the  ift  of  July,  Sir  Cloudefley  ordered  four 
Engtifli,  and  one  Dutch  man  of  war,  to  enter  the  inautli  of 
the  river  Var,  where  they  began  to  cannonade  the  French 
lines ;  foon  after  which,  fix  hundred  Englifh  feamen  landed  in 
epen  boats,  under  the  command  of  Sir  John  Norris,  who  wai 
quickly  followed  by  the  admiral ;  and  having  began  the  attack, 
the  enemy  were  fo  terrified  with  fuch  an  unexpeAed  falutation,. 
that  *they  threw  down  theif  armsi.  after  a  ihort  di^te,  and 
abandoned  their  works  ^. 

This  great  effort  made  by  the  Englifh,  not  only  procured  an 
eafy  paflage^  wher«  the  greateft  refiftance  was  expelled,  but 
fdtally  difconeerted  the  French  fchemes,  fince  the  troops  had 
fcarce  quitted  thefe  entrenchments  befoK  they  met,  in  their 

« 

s  Bumety  vol.  u.  Columiu  roftrat^,  p.  ft84.  The  complete  hift^ry  of  Eonpe, 
for  »70/y  p.  atfi.  Lgjii.  G*z,  N°.  4352.  Mcm«'i«»  of  Sir  Cloodeflesf  Skevely 
pr.  ir5  *  Burchet'ii  itaval  hiftory,  P*  93^»  7f^    Bumet^t  hiAorv  of  bit 

own  time«,  vol^  i).  p.  476^  Boyer**  life  of  ^acoa  Anne.  Load,  G*u  Muno  a 
•f  Sir  Cloudrfl'.y  Shovel,  p.  iia. 

*  Sec  the  London  C^sette*  N».  435*.  wherein  ihcre  U  tn  tccoant  of  this 
eipediiion,  by  euthdrity,  Compktc  hi  (lory  of  Svrope^  for  the  jev  1707, 
und  «n  the  French  wrken,  who  agree,  that  if  this  paft  had  not  been  foitrd 
by  the  Eo^lOi,  the  duke  of  Sivoj  and  hi<  arory  c6uld  not  Juve  proceeded 
tMtherr 

march. 
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ar<rh,  lieutenanugeneral  Dillon,  at  the  head  of  his  twelve 
battalions,  who  was  fo  aftomflied,  that  he  fuffered  himfelf  to 
l3e  perfuaded  to  abandon  the  town  of  St.  Paul,  and  to  continue 
^his  retreat.  .  On  the  i4th,  a  coundl  of  war  was  held  «n  board 
^he  admiral,  in  which  it  was  refolded  to  ppofecute  the  march  to 
*Toulon,  which  the  ditke  of  Savoy  promifed  to  reach  in  fix 
days.     It  appears  from  this  account,  that  whatever  there  was 
of  zesd  and  fpirit  in  the  condu£l  of  this  affair,  proceeded  from 
the  diligeoce  and   aftivity  of  Sir  Cloudeiley*     He  propofed 
-  forcing  the  paflage  of  the  Var,  and  executed  it ;  he  induced 
fais  royal  faighneis  of  Savoy  to  purfue  his  march  immediate- 
ly; and,  as  foon  as  that   refolution  was  taken,    the  admkal 
iailed.  with  bis  ileet  for  the  iflands  of  Hieres,  leaving  te#pr 
twelve  frigates  to  interrupt  the  enemies  correipondence  with 
Italy  «. 

Theilory,  therefore,  that  is  told  of  Sir  Cleudefley^s  detain* 
ing  a  fura  •f  OHUiey,  muft  be  without  foundation  :  for,  before 
the  attack,  his  royal  highnefs  muft  have  been  perfe£Uy  fatisfied^ 
ocherwiie  he  woidd  not  have  undertaken  it-;  and  he  marched 
as  fooi^  as  prince  Eugene  joined  him,  with  the  remainder  of 
the  forces,  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  feeing  no  more  of  hinf  till  be 
reached  Toulon  <>.    But,  in&ead  of  £x«  his  royal  highnels  made 


-f  BarncTi  hfftory  of  hie  own  times,  vol.  ii.  ^p.  477*  47^*  ^he  complete 
Mftory  ofEurope,  for  1707.  Olomixon,  Buyer,  and  all  our  hKloriaoa.  Me- 
fliolrtof  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel. 

d  I  have,  in  the  former  part  of  thii  ? olume,  given  Tome  accovnt  of  the  rt$\ 
«nd  pretended  reafoni  iof  the  mifcarrUge  of  this  e«pcdit1oii^  ?nd  f  there  Uy  the 
greattft  weight  on  the  body  of  forces  (ent  by  the  emperor  Jofcpb,  to  conquer 
the  kingdom  of  Naples;  which  expedition,  firft  delayed,  ind  then  weakened, 
the  attempt  qpon  Toolon  ;  but  I  had  not  at  that  time  feen  a  raluable  letter  of 
1)cr  majefty  queen  Anne  to  the  emperor,  upon  this  UlbjeO ;  which,  as  it  wif 
never  pablilhed,  as  it  was  written  wiih  her  own  hand,  and  eontains  matter  of  aq 
extraordinary  nature,  4  thought  it  might  not  he  amift  to  infert  it, here,  rather 
than  concefll  it  from  the  reader.  This  letter  wjsis  to  ijplicltate  |he  emperor  on  thi; 
foccefs  df  his  Arms  in  Kaples« 

<*  SIR,  my  Brother, 

"  T  rejoice  with  all  my  heart,  with  yot^r  impertalmajeffy,  on  the  reduOlmi 
■*  of  the  kingdom  of  Naples  to  the  obedience  of  the  Catholic  king,  of  which 
'*  lie  has  given  me  an  account  by  his  letter  of  the  3otb  ef  Augoft  laft ;  and  X 
**  hope  that  by  a  joint  puriuit,  for  the  time  to  come,  o(  whatever  lltali.be  ad- 

if  B  %  **  VMC^eoul 
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k  full  twelve  dajs  faefoK  he  attacked,  in  anj  manner,  the  pboe; 
and  then  never  pretended  to  lay  any  blame  upon  Sir  Gioudeleyi 
bat  threw  it  on  prince  Eugene,  inrho  Gommaodcd  tbc  emperor's 
forces,  and  who  had  orders  qot  to  espoie  them.  It  is  troe, 
that  when  Sir  Cloudefley  went  firft  to  compUmcBt  tfac  duks 
ppon  his  fafe  arrival,  and  to  receive  his  commands  about  land- 
ing artillery  and  ammunition,  his  royal  highnefs  told  him,  be 
was  glad  to  fee  him  at  )aft,  for  the  maritime  powers  had  made 
him  wait  a  long  white ;  to  which,  when  Sir  Cloudelley  antwer- 
^d,  that  he  had  not  waited  a  moment  fince  it  was  in  his  power, 
to  wait  upon  his  royal  higbnefs  -,  be  replied,  fmiling^  **  I  did 
*<  %ot  fay  you,  but  the  maritime  powers  had  made  me  wait; 
^*  %r  this  ei^pedition  I  concerted  fo  long  ago  as  1693;  ^^ 
.«•  fourteen  years  is  a  long  ti-mc  to  wait.  Sir  Clottdeflejr^** 

The  admiral  ordered  immediately  one  hundred  pieces  of  can- 
non to  foe  landed  from  the  fleet,  for  the  (enrice  of  the  batte- 
ries, with   two  hundred  rounds  of  powder  and   fhot,  and  a 
coniideraUe  number  of  feamen  to  ferve  as  gunners  ;  neither  was 
he  wanting,  in  any  thing  that  was  defired  from  him,  doring  the 
whole  affair,  but  rather  exceeded  what  the  duke  and  prince 
£ugcne  could  reafonably  expcd,  as  well  with  regard  to  his  per* 
fonal  attendance  as  to  the  fervice  of  the  fleet.     Befides,  there 
was  not  any  misfortune  on  his  fide,  but  it  fell  out  altogether 
amongft  the  land -troops,  who  were  beat  from  their  pofts  with 
very  great  lofs  on  the  15th  of  Auguft,  N,  S.    Qn  the  i6tb  the 
fleet  began  to  cannonade  the  town,  and  throw  bombs  in   the 
night,  which  was  continued  till  fuch  time  a^  the  fiege  was  rai« 
fed,  and  which  obliged  the  French  to  fink  all  tfieir  capital  fhips. 


((  Tantageoas  lo  the  common  caufe,  t^U  rucceft  wi!l  be  fo?k>we<!  by  aootber, 
«(  equally  glnrioQS  and   impcrunl  co  the  houfe  of  AuAria,  in  putting  my  br&. 

V  ther,  the  Catholic  kinf(,  in  p«>ir.inon  of  theSpanilh  monarchy,  by  cbcp«>«cr> 
**  ful  fuccours  that  your  impel i«l  majtrdy  will,  after  this  happy  event,  be  able 
**  to  furniQl  him  ;  t9  whom  I  wifb  a!l  kind  of  profperity,  and  to  your  impeiiiJ 
<*  ni.tj<rAy  a  contiuajl  feriet  of  good  foriane.    This  will   give  me  extreme  plea. 

V  furc,  as  being, 

**  Your  imperial  ttajeOy** 

<'  Moft  alTeaionate  Ma, 
«•  Kcnfington,  Sept.  ip*  1707.  "  ANNE  R.** 

c  Mercure  hiilofiqoe,  1707,  v^l,  ii.  p.  331. 

a  di(Uc(s 


Sir  CLOUBESLEir  SHOVEL,  Knt.        sit 

A  diflreft  that  more  than  countervailed  the  whole  expence  of  this 
fcrvtce,  great  as  it  was^. 

As  the  duke  of  Savoy  never  would  have  undertaken  this  af- 
fair without  the  affiftance  of  the  fleet,  comnyanded  by  Shr 
Cloudefley ;  as  he  did  nothing,  when  before  Toulon,  but  by  the 
ai&Aance  of  the  fleet,  from  whence  he  had  all  his  military 
(lores ;  fo  he  could  not  poffibly  have  made  a  fafe  retreat,  if  k 
had  not  been  covered  by  the  confederate  fleet,  which  attended 
him  again  to  the  time  of  his  repaffing  the  Var.  There  fome 
new  difputes  happened,  in  which  Sir  Clo.udefley  had  little  or 
no  concern.  Her  Britannic  majefty's  miniftcr  laboured  to  per- 
fuade  prince  Eugene  to  take  upon  him  the  command  of  all  the 
forces  in  Spain,  in  which  the  duke  of  Savoy  likewiie  concur- 
red ;  and  Sir  Cloudefley  offered  to  tranfport  his  royal  highnefs^ 
with  a  body  of  troops  under  his  command  i  but  this  propofi- 
tioa  being  rcjefted,  his  excellency  bore  away  for  the  Streights; 
and  foon  after,  reiblved  to  return  home,  which  was  the  laft  aft 
of  his  life  «. 

He  left  Sir  Thomas  Dilkes  at  Gibraltar,  with  nme  fhips  of 
the  line ;  three  fifth  rates,  and  one  of  the  fixth,  for  the  fccurity 
of  the  coafts  of  Italy,  and  then  proceeded  with  the  remainder 
of  the  fleet,  confifting  often  flwps  of  the  line,  five  frigates,  four 
fire-fhips,  a  floop,  and  a  yacht,  for  England  \  On  the  22d  of 
0£lober,  he  came  into  the  Soundings,  and  in  the  morning  had 
ninety  fathom  water.  About  noon  he  lay  by ;  but,  at  fix  ia 
the  evening,  he  made  fail  again,  and  flood  away  under  his 
courfes,  believing,  as  it  is  pxefumed,  that  he  faw  the  light  o.a 
St.  Agnes,  one  of  the  iflands  of  Scilly.  Soon  after  which,  fe- 
veral  fliips  of  his  fleet  made  the  fignal  of  diftrefs,  as  he  himfelf 
did ;  and  it  was  with  much  difficulty  that  Sir  George  Byng,  in 
the  Royal  Anne,  faved  hiaifclf,  having  one  of  the  rocks  under 
her  main  chains.  Sir  John  Norris,  and  lord  Durfley,  alfo  ran 
very  great  rifles;  and,  as  we  have  fliewn  elfewhcre,  feveral 
piips  befides  the  admiral's  periflied.    There  were  with  himi  on 


f  Bnrchet*s  naval  hiAory,  p.  731.     Boyer*s  Irfe  of  queen  Anne,  p.  393^    Me« 
moirt  of  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel.  S  Burnet.    Oldmixon's  hidory  of  £»• 

rope,  for   the  year  17^7,  p.  301,  303.     Anoalt  of  queen  Adac,  p«  toy,  108, 
{«opdon  Gazette,  N^,  43^4*  ^  Burcfaet's  naval  hidory,  p.  7  •3, 
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board  the  Aflbciacioni  his  fons-inJaw,  Sir  John  NarfaoFoogh^ 
and  James  his  brother,  Mr.  Trelawnv,  eldeil  (on  to  the  biibop 
of  Winchefter,  and  feveral  other  young  gentlemen  of  quality '. 
There  is  no  (aying  how  this  unhappy  accident  fell  out,  or  to 
nrhofe  fault  it  was  owing,  though  a  report  prevailed  immediate- 
ly after  it  happened,  that  a  great  part  of  the  crew  had  got 
drunk  for  joy  that  they  were  within  fight  of  land. 

Sir  Cloudefley*s  body  was  thrown  a-ffaore  the  next  daj  upon 
the  iiland  of  SciUy,  where  fome  fifliermen  took  him  vp,  and, 
having  ftolen  a  valuable  emerald  ring  from  his  finger»  ftripped 
and  buried  him.     This  ring,  being  fliewn  about,  made  a  great 
noife  all  over  the  iiland,  and  coming  to  the  ears  of  Mr.  Paxton, 
who  was  purfer  of  the  Arundel,  he  found  out  the  fellows,  dc. 
clared  the  ring  to  be  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel's,  and  obliged  them 
to  difcover  where  they  bad  buried  the  body  ^;  which  he  took 
up,  and  carried  on  board  his  own  (hip,  in  which  it  was  tranf- 
ported  to  Plymouth,  conveyed  from  thence  by  land  to  London, 
and   buried,  from  his  houfe  in  Soho-fquare,  in  Wefhninfter- 
abbey,  with  great  folemnity,  where,  if  not  an  elegant,  an  ex* 
penfive  monument  of  white  marble  was  afterwards  ere^ed,  by 
the  queen's  dire£b'on,  in  order  to  do  honour  to  the  o^roory  of 
fo  great  a  man,  and  To  worthy  and  ufeful  a  fubjed  K 

Since  the  laft  edition  of  this  work,  a  very  ingenious  and  in- 
.  quiGtive  writer  ">,  who  had  himfelf  paid  a  vilit  to  thoTe  iilands, 

i  Barnet*s  hi^loiy  of  hit  own  ttmef,  vol.  H.  p.  46;.  Oldmixon's  hiftory  w 
€hs  Stuarti,  vol.  ii.  p.  394-  Cokimnt  roArata,  p.  x8f ,  186.  Boyer's  life  of 
queen  Anne,  p.  304.  Memmrs  of  Sir  CioodeKey  Shovel,  p.  110.  LonAm 
Cizette,  N®.  43B0. 

It  Mercure  hiftonqhe  ec  palitiqve,  tmne  kliit.  p.  ff68,  669.  Heath's  Datanl 
and  hiOorical  accoanc  of  the  iflands  of  Sdlly,  p.  14%^  244.  There  art  various 
accounts  of  the  finding  Sir  Cloudeflcy*t  body ;  fome  fay^  he  was  firft  difcovercd 
upon  a  hafch,  with  a  little  dog  dead  by  him,,  endeavouring  by  Chat  means  to  fare 
1)ffBrelf.  A  foldier  belon{»ing  to  St.  MaryS  garrtfon,  it  cepoited  to  have  firfi  met 
with  it,  an4  to  have  interred  11  in  the  Aud  at  Porthdtc,  which  foIdicr  bdy  Sba* 
vel,  ai  fome  write,  rewarded  with  a  penHoa  for  life. 

1  Antiquities  of  the  Abbey  of  Weftminner,  vol.  ii.  p.  ii.    Annals  of  qacen 
Anne,  vol-  vi.  p.  jotf.     London  Gazette,  N®.  4397*  "  ObfcrvatioM  on 

the  ancient  and  prcfent  (late  of  the  iflands  of  Scilly,  and  their  importance  to  the 
trade  of  Great  Britain,  in  a  letter  to  the  reverend  Charles  Lytcleton,  L.  L.  D. 
dean  of  Exeter,  and   F.  R.  S.     By  Wiiiiam  Borltfc.  M.  A.  F.  R.  S.    Oxford, 

»75P»  4^^*  P*  i^*"*?' 


Sir  CLOU&ESLET  SHOVEL,  Knt.        3»j 

kas  given  us  a  farther  account  of  this  matter,  which  the  readet* 

will  be  pkafed  to  fee  in  his  own  words.     *<  Before  I  come  ta 

**  defcribe  the  ancient  fepulchres  of  thefe  iflands/'  fays  this  re* 

Yerend  author,  «^ive  me  leave  to  make  a  fmall  ezcorfion  front 

"  the  Druid  pale,  and,  now  I  am  fi>  near  the  fpot,  to  carry  you 

**  down  to  the  grave  of  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel.  In  a  cave  called 

*•  Portbelic,  between  the  Tolmens,  which  I  have  been  defcrib* 

**  ing  to  you,  the  body  of  this  great  fea-captain,  after  his  fhip* 

^*  wreck  in  the  year  1707,  was  found  naked,  and  not  to  be  di- 

^  ftinguiihed  from  the  mod  ordinary  fkilor  under  his  command  ; 

«<  and  here  he  was  buried,  a  bank  of  fand  offering  itfelf  very 

^<  opportunely  for  that  pprpofe.     The  nature  of  the  place,  it 

«<  mud  be  allowed,  would  make  it  doubly  inhuman  not  to  have 

•<  buried  him,  (whoever  he  was),  and  is,  therefore,  the  firft  ar- 

«  gument  Archytas  makes  ufe  of  to  befpeak  the  fame  friendly 

^*  office  after  a  like  misfortune. 

.   **  jti  tUf  nautUf  vagse  ne  para  maltgnw  arena 
<<  Offibus^  et  capiit  inhumato 
**  Particulam  dare* 

HoK.  ode  xxviii.  lib.  \^ 

<<  Stay,  -traveller,  and  let  thy  gen'rous  breaft, 
<'  Guefs  the  fad  tale,  and  bear  my  bones  to  reft» 
<<  See  where,  at  hand,  thefe  fports  of  wind  and  wave^ 
«  May  find  the  wi{h'd*for,  tho'  a  fandy  grave. 

<>  His  body  was  afterwards  taken  up,  and  conveyed  to  Weft- 
**  minftcr-abbey,  and  a  little  pit  on  this  fandy  green  ftill  Ihews, 

**  Pulveris  exigui  parva  munera^*  Ibidem. 


Sir  Cloudciley  Shovel,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  was  rear- 
admiral  of  England,  admiral  of  the  white,  and  commander  in 
chief  of  her  majefty's  fleet,  one  of  the  council  to  prince  George 
of  Denmark,  as  lord  high-admiral  of  England,  elder  brother 
of  Trinity-houfe,  and  one  of  the  governors  of  Greenwich-hof- 
pital ;  in  all  which  Oations  he  difcharged  his  truft  with  the  great- 
eft  honour  and  integrity ;  and  as,  in  his  public  charader,  he 
was  an  accompliflicd  fea- officer,  one  wto  had  always  the  glory 

of 
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^  hh  qaceft,  and  the  good  of  bis  country  at  heart;  lb  m  all 
circumftances  of  private  life^  as  an  huiband,  parent,  or  maftcr 
of  bis  family »  he  conducted  himfeif  with  fucb  prodence,  wii^ 
dom,  and  tendemefs,  that  few  men  lived  nore  beloved^  or  died 
more  lamented.  Her  majefly  expreiTed  a  very  particuladr  coo- 
cern  for  his  lofs,  and  was  pleafed  to  tell  Sir  John  JLeake^  when 
flie  made  him  rear*admiral  of  England,  that  (he  knew  no  man 
fo  fit  to  repair  the  lofs  of  the  ableft  Teaman  in  her  (ervice  '^^ 

Sir  Qoudefley  Shovel  married  the  widow  of  his  firiend  and 
patron.  Sir  John  Nar borough,  who  was  the  daughter  of  cap^ 
tain  Hill,  by  whom  he  left  two  daughters,  co-heirefles  ^  Eliza* 
beth  the  eldefl,  efpoufed  to  Robert  lord  Romney^,  and  aitcr« 
wards  to  John  lord  Carmichael,  now  earl  of  Hyndferd,  and 
wbo  deceafed  at  the  Hague  in  1750  ;  Anne,  who  bccaunc  the 
wife  of  the  honourable  Kobert  Manfel  p,  and,  upon  his  deratlc, 
married  Robert  Blackwood,  Efq;  of  London^  merchant*     Lady 
Shovel  had   alfo  three  children  by  her  firft  hufband  :  John, 
who,  while  a  child,  was  created  a  baronet,  and  James  Narbo- 
rough,  £fq;  who,  as  we  have  already  mentioned,  were  lofi  in 
the  AiTociation,  with  their  father-in-law ;  likewife  a  daaghter, 
Elizabeth,  married  to  Sir  Thomas  D'aeth,  of  Knowhon,  in  the 
county  of  Kent**,  baronet,  and  who  departed  this  life  in  1721. 
After  furviving  the  unfortunate  Sir  Cloudefley  twenty- fire  ye^rs, 
her  ladyfKip  deceafed,  March  the  15th,   17329  at  her  honfein 
Thrift-Areet,  near  Soho*fquare,  having  lived  to  a  great  age.   It 
may  not  be  improper  to  add  to  thefe  memoirs,  his  monoaaefnal 
infcription  in  Weftminfter-abbey  ;  fince  it  is  the  only  one  of  its 
kind,  and  (lands  there  as  a  perpetual  memorial  of  the  fervices 
he  rendered  his  country,  and  of  the  grateful  fcnfe  retained  by 
the  great  and  glorious  princefs  who  employed  him,  and  under 
whofe  aufpicious  condu£t  the  arms  of  Great  Britain,  by  Tea  and 
landy  were  eter  vidtorlous*    Thus  that  infcription  runs  ^: 

^  6iirchet*$  navalhifloryj  p.  733.  Barner.  The  ccrmpleie  biftory  of  Eonipe, 
for  1707,  p.  51X.  Memoiri  of  Sir  CloiiHefley  Shovd,  p.  m.  Beyer^s  life  of 
queen  Anne,  p,  304,    303.'  ^  Collins**  peerage  of  England,  edit.   i7j^, 

vol.  v«  p.  337.  P  Collipt's  peerage  of  England,  edit.  174I1  vol.  iv. 

p.  273.  4  Englifh   baronet»ge,  vol.    iv.  p.  164.     Harrises  biftory  of 

KcD^  p.  171.  r  Antiquities  of  St.  Paec*»,  WeAjniaftcrj  vol  li.  p.  ii.  tx, 

*«Sij' 
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•••  Sirdoudcfley  Shovel,  knt,  rear-admiral  of  Great  Britain;; 
•««  admiral  and  commander  in  chief  of  the  fleet ;  the  juft  rewards 
•*  of  long  and  faithful  iervices :  he  was  defervedly  beloved  of 
««  his  country,  and  eftecmed,  though  dreaded,  by  the  enemyiJ 
^«  who  had  often  experienced  his  conduft  and  xourage.  Being 
•'  -fliipwrecked  on  the  POcks  of  ScilJy:,  in  his  voyage  from  Toiw 
<<  Ion,  the  23d  of  Oftober,  1707,  at  night,  in  the  57th  year 
•*«  of  his  age. 

•*  Hia  fate  was  lamented  by  all.;  but  cfpecially  the  feafarii>g' 
««  part  of  the  nation,  to  whom  he  was  a  worthy  example.  His 
-••  body  was  flung  on  the  fhore,  and  buried  with  others  in  the 
**  fands ;  but  being  foon  after  taken  up,  was  placed  under  this 
*«  monument,  which  his  royal  miftrefs  has  caufed  to  he  erefted^ 
•*  to  commemorate  his  fieady  loyalty^  and  extraordinary  vii>- 
^*  tues^  » 
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Vice-ad mirsri,  and  Lieutenant  of  the  Admiralty  of 
England,  and  Lieutenant  of  tl>c  Fleets  and  Seas  of 
this  Kingdom,  one  of  her  Majcfty'^  moft  lionourable 
Privy  Council,  &c. 

IT  is  a  thing  we  may  reafonably  expe£l:,  wid  it  is  commonif 
found  true,  from  ecperience,  that  fuch  per-fons  ^s  rife  inr 
to  high  and  honourable  employments,  by  dint  of  merit,  and  are 
withal  of  a  refpeSablc  dcfcentj  as  they  enjoy  their  fortune*  with 
lefs  euvy^  fo  they  are^  generally  fpeakiog^  nK>re  attached  to  the 
government  and  conftitution  of  their  country,  than  thofe  who^ 
by  a  hafty  rife  from  a  low  beginning,  have  .fmall  concern  for 
thofe  edablifhments  from  which  they  derive  no  honour;  and 
arc  therefore  more  prone  to  changes  and  revolutions,  in  which 
fnen  of  aftive  parts  muft  be  always  confidcrable.  This  truth  was 
pever  mere  manifcft,  than  in  the  conduft  of  the  liluilrious  perfon 
jof  whom  we  are  now  to  fpeak.  A  man,  who,  to  hereditary  hor 
Dours,  added  reputation  founded  on  perfpnal  merit,  and  who 
repaid  the  credit  derived  to  him  from  his  ancef^ors,  by  the  glo- 
ry refledlcd  from  his  own  anions.  Yet  fo  modeft  withal,  that 
he  coveted  titles  as  little  as  wealth ;  and  after  a  life  fpent  in  no* 

YoL.  lit  3  €  *l« 
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\)Iq  atchievements,  went  to  bis  grave  with  a  moderate  fcrtMirf 
though  he  hsrd  long  enjoyevi  fuch  employments  as  enabled  othen 
to  raifc  princely  eftatcs. 

He  was  the  fon  of  Sir  William  Rooke»  knt.  of  an  ancient 
^d  honourahlc  family  in  the  county  of  Kent,  where  lie  was 
born,  in  the  year  1650  5  his  father  gave  him  the  edi^cation  be- 
coming a  gentleman,  iti  which,  hy  tlie  quicknels  of  his  parts, 
and  the  folidity  of  his  judgment,  he  made  an  extraordinarj  pro- 
grefs,  iufqmuch  that  Sir  William  Rooke  had  great   hopes,  that 
lie  would  have  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  an  honourable  profeflion, 
for  which  he  w^s  it^ tended*.     But  as  it  frequently  happens, 
that  genius  gives  a  bias  too  flrong  for  the  views  even  of  a  pa- 
rent to  fubdue,  fo  Sir  William,  after  a  fruitlcfs  druggie  with 
his  fon  George's  bent  to  ns^val  employment,  at  U^l  gave  way  to 
his  inclinations,  and  fuffered  him  to  make  a  campaign  at  iea« 

His  firft  ftation  \n  the  navy  was  that  of  volunteer,  then  ftyl- 
ed  a  reform^de,  in  whjch  he  diftinguiffied  himfelf,  by  bis  un- 
daunted courage  and  indefatigable'  application.     This  quickly 
acquired  him  the  poft  of  a  lieutenant,  from  whence  he  rofe  to 
that  of  a  captain  before  he  was  thirty  ^  a  thing,  in  thofe  days, 
thought  very  ei^traordinaryi  when  no  man,  let  his  quality  be 
what  it  would,  was  advanced  to  that  (lation,  before  be  had 
given  ample,  as  well  as  ipconteOable  teftimpnies,  of  his  being 
able  to  fill  it  with  hono.ur,  Thefp  preferments  he  enjoyed  under 
the  reign  of  Charles  II.  and  under  that  of  his  fticcefibr,  king 
James,  he  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Dcptford,  a 
fourth  rate  man  of  war,  in  which  poft  the  revolution  found 
him  ^ 

Admiral  Herbert  diftinguiftied  him  early,  by  fending  him,  in 
the  year  1689,  as  commodore,  with  a  fquadron  on  the  coaft  of 
Ireland.  In  this  ftation,  he  heartily  concurred  with  major-ge- 
neral Kirke,  in  the  famous  relief  of  Londonderry,  aflJfting  in 
perfon  in  taking  the  ifland  in  the  Lake,^  which  opened  a  paflage 

*  The  complete  hiftory  of  Europe  for  ^709,  p.  j$j.  L^fc  of  Sir  Qtorff 
Kooke,  p.  1.  See  the  infcription  on  bis  monament.  The  hiflory  and  anriqoi- 
t^cs  of  the  ca  hedral  ehiirch  of  Caotcrbury,  by  the  reverend  Mr.  J.  Dait. 
jf.undon,  1716,  folio,  p.  75,  79.  t   pepys*s  memotri  of  the  royal  oavy 

of  England,  p.  1^4.    Memoirs  of  Sir  George  Rooke,  MS.    Anoals  of  qoeeq 
Anne,  vol.  viii.  p.  ^<f  ?. 

"  •  for 
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for  the  relief  of  the  town^.  Soon  after,  he  was  employed  in 
cfcorting  the  duke  of  Schoniberg's  army,  and  landing  them  fafe 
near  Carrickfcrgus,  facilitated  the  fiegc  of  that  place,  and,  af- 
ter it  wa!3  taken,  failed  with  his  fquadron  along  the  coaft  \ 
where  he  firft  looked  into  the  harboUr  of  Dublin,  manned  all 
his  boats,  and  infulted  the  place  where  king  James  was  in  per* 
fon  ;  and,  in  the  night  of  the  1 8th  of  September,  he  formed  4 
deiign  of  burning  all  the  veiiels  in  the  harbour;  which  he  would 
have  certainly  executed,  if  the  wind  had  not  ihifted,  fo  as  to 
drive  him  out  to  fea  *. 

From  thence  he  failed  to  Corke,  intd  which  haVen  he  like- 
\»ire  looked,  though,  in  the  apprehenfion  of  the  people  of  Ire- 
land, it  was  the  beft  fortified  port  in  the  ifland ;  but  Sir  George 
foon  convinced  them  of  the  contrary  \  for,  notwithftanding  all 
the  fire  from  their  batteries^  he  entered  and  took  pofTeflion  of  th6 
great  ifland  \  and  might  have  done  more,  biit  that  his  (hips  were 
fo  foul,  that  they  could  fcarce  fwim  \  and  his  proviflons  grown  {o 
fhort,  that  he  was  obliged  to  repair  to  the  Down^,  where  he  ar^ 
rived  in  the  middle  of  Oftober,  having  acquired  great  reputation 
by  his  aftivity  and  good  fervice  *.    In  the  beginning  of  the  ybaf 
1<$90,  he  was,  upon  the  recommendation  Of  the  earl  of  Torring- 
ton,  appointed  rear-admiral  of  the  red  ^,  and,  in  that  ftation,  fer* 
ved  in  the  fight  offBeachys-head,  which  happened  on  the  30th  of 
June  the  fame  year;  and,  notwithftanding  the  misfortiine  of  out 
arms,  which  was  indifputably  the  greateft  we  ever  met  with  at 
fea,  admiral  Rooke  was  allowed  to  have  done  bis  duty  with 
much  refolution ;  and  therefore  the  lords  and  others,  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  that  affair,  hi&d  orders  toeiamine 
him  and  Sir  John  A(hby,  who,  in  their  accounts^  juftified  their 
admiral,  and  Ihewed,  that  the  misfortune  happened  by  their  be* 
iog  obliged  to  fight  under  vail  difadvantages*. 
It  was  believed  by  many,  that  this  would  have  been  a  bar  to 

u  Borcbft's  naval  hiftory,  p.  417.    Columaa  roftnta,  p.  xi%.     The  eompl«t# 
hil^Dryof  Earope,  for  1700,  p.  384.  w  Life  of  Sir  George 

Rf.oke,  p.  7-**ii.     Kennet's  hiftory  of  BogUndi  rol.  iii.  p.   sSo.     Hiftory  of 
the  wttfc  in  Ireland,  chap.  Vi.     Burchet^s  niecnoirft,  p.  31.  <  Barch«tV 

nm)  hiflory,  p.  4at.  V  OUmixon**  htflory  of  the  Stuartc,  vol.  ii.  p.  41. 

Life  of  king  William,  p.  atf5.  *  Biircbet*s  inemoiri,  p.  si.     KcnncC. 

An  impartial  accoant  of  fome  remarkable  pitiTigef  ia  the  lif«  of  Arthur,  earl  of 
TorringtoD^  P*  >  >• 
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bis  preferment ;  but  it  proved  otherwiie»  and  he  was  Imanff^ 
aitely  appointed  to  command  the  fqu^idron  that  cojavoycd  the 
king  to  Holland  * ;  and  afterwards  joined  the  grand  fleet,  under 
the  command  of  Mr.  RufleJ,  who  was  then  admiral  of  the  red 
fifuadron,  and  commander  iii-«hief  v  but  that  year  being  ipent 
Without  adion,  the  French  declining  it,  and  the  admiral  being 
too  wife  a  man  to  ri&  the  fate  of  his  predeceffinr,  by  any  rafli 
attempt,  rear-admiral  Rooke  had  no  opportunity  of  diftinguifii* 
ing  himfi^Iif  fortber,.  than  by  exa£dy  obeying  orders,,  aad  pro* 
teding  our  trade  ;  which  be  did  very  cffe&ually  ^.. 

In  the  fpring  of  the  fiicceeding  year,  he  again  convoyed  king 
William  to  MoHsnd,.  and  was  then,  or  very  foon  after,  p»eiiMK« 
ed  to  the  rank  of  vice-admiral  of  the  blue%  in  which  ftation  he 
fbrved  in  the  famous  battle  of  La  Hogue,  on  the  aad  of  May, 
1*6921  in  which  he  behaved  with  diftinguiflied  courage  and  con- 
dud,  as  the  relation  publiflied  by  adnural  Ruflel  fully  fttews^ 
and  it  was  owing  to  hi^  vigorous  behaviour,  that  the  laft  i^ke 
was  given  on  that  important  day,,  which  threw  the  French  en- 
tirely into  confufion,  and  forced  chem  ta  run-  fuch  hazards,  iu 
order  to  flicker  themfelves  from  their  vidkorieus  enemies. 

But  the  next  day,  which  was  Monday  the  23d  of  May,  was 
for  him  flill  much  more  glorious  ^  for  viee-adnural  Rooke  had 
orders  to  go  into  La  Hogue,  and  burn  the  enemy's  (hips  as  they 
lay**.  There  were  thirteen  large  men  of  war,,  whi^h  had  crowd* 
ed  as  far  up  as  poflxble,  and  the  tranfports,.  tenders,  and  (hips 
witi)  ammunition,  were  difpofed  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  was 
thought  impoffible  to  burn  them.  Beiides  ail  this,  the  French 
camp^was  in  fight,  with  all  the  French  and  IriOi  troops  that 
were  to  bate  been  employed  in  the  icvafion,  aad  feveral  bacte* 
ries  upon  the  coaft,  well  fuppUed  with  heavy  artillery.  The 
▼ice-admiral,' however^nfade  rhe  necefliiry  preparations  for  obey- 
ing his  orders,  notwirhilanding  he  faw  the  difpoficions  nude  on 
ihore  for  his  reception;  but,  when  he  came  to  aaake  the  at- 
l^mpr,  he  fbtmd  it  impoSible  to  carry  in  the  fliips  of  his  fqna- 

•  Kennet's  htfti  fy  of  flrigland,  vol.  HI.  p.  tfta-'.  AnnaU  cf  (^  Anne,  ▼ol.  viii. 
J*'  3^3*  **  Burchet.     The  complecc  hiflory  of  Europe  for  17094  Vifc  of 

Hir  Georjrr  Rooke,  p.  ti — i  j.  e  Br>yer's  life  of  queen  Anne,  p.  4J. 

^  Barcfaet'f  memoirs,  p.  145,  Kennef,  and  other  writers*  The  pttfent  ft»ce  of 
Fdrope  lor  the  year  r«p»,  p.  10^.  Colunina  roftrata,  p.  xiSt,  Lift  of  Sir  Groff|re 
Rooke,  p.  XT',  18.  See  admiial  RufTer*  letter  to.thc  tail  of  Nwtlingham  !n  vol.  ii. 
p.  35^.  as  alfo  9WC  accotfot  of  (his  famoiu  aaion. 

4roir 


Sift    GEORGE   ROOKE,    Kkt.  jSy 

^rcm  9  yet  e«ea  this  did  not  difcotiragc  him.  He  ordered  bis  light 

frigate?  to  ply  in  clofe  to  the  ihore^  and,  having  manned  out  aU 

kis  boats,  went  himdclf  to  give  direfUons  for  the  attack,  burned 

that  very  nigJit  fix  thjree»deck  ihips;  and  the  next  day^  being  the 

2  4th,  be  burnt  &x  m«re  from  iieveAiy-fix  to  fixty  guns,  and  de* 

firoyed  the  tbineenth^  which  was  a  ihip  of  fifty-fix  guns,  toge* 

ther  wkh  rndftof  the  tranfports  and  am  munition^  vefleis,  and  this 

iinJer  the  fire  of  all  tbofe  batteries  I  have  before  mentioned,  in 

fight  of  the  Freocfa  and  Irilh  troops  ;  and  yet,  through  the  wife 

condud:  of  their  commander,  this  bold  enterprize  coft  the  lives 

of  xu>  more  than  ten  men.  In  order  to  have  a  diftindl  conception 

of  the  merit  of  this  moft  glorious  a&ion,  we  need  only  cafl  our 

eyes  on  the  letter  written  to  their  high  migbtineiTcs  the  States* 

General  by  their  admiral  Allemonde,.  who  was  prefent,  and  who 

penned  this  letter  on  the  24Xh,  before  vice-admiral  Rooke  went 

the  very  USk  time  into  La  Hogue  xo  bum  the  remaining  fliips  and 

tranfpoirts.   It  is  but  natural  to  believe  the  admiral  g;ave  the  beft 

account  in  his  power  to  his  mafters  ^  and  we  cannot  believe  he 

meant  to  flayer  the  £ngli(h  officer,  fince  it  does  not  appear  fron^ 

bis  letter,  that  iie  fo  much  as  knew  who  he  was ;  thefe  circum* 

fiances  therefore  coniidered,  his  eplAle  may  be  judly  looked 

upon  as  the  mod  authentic  tefUmony  that  c^n  be  ofiered  on  this 

fubjca*. 

It 

^  This  tetter  of  admiral  AUemonde,  was  dated  fronr  on  board  the  Pf  ince,  neiv 
Jdne  3, 
€«pe  Ikdieury  ■     '    '.  i6$m,  in  which  laur  he  fvys  • 
May  24, 

"  I  came  to  an  anchor  under  this  cape  where  I  have  been  fince  ycflerday 
•■  in  the  afternoon  wi:h  yoor  high  m!ghtineflL*$  fqiia'dron,  and  that  of  Sir  johft 
••  Afliby,  admiral  of  the  EogJith  blue  fi|L'adron,  and  fomc  other  fhipj  of  their 
•*  Britannic  majrOies.  At  which  time  being  infurmcd  by  the  captain  of  a  French 
••  fire-fbip,  «ho  Witt  uken  prisoner,  that  about  twelve  of  the  (bips  rh-l  had  fought 
••  »gainft  yoor  high  mi^hrmeflci  fquadron,  and  to  which  we  had  given  chacc^ 
"  were^ot  in  among  the  roekf.  t  prepared  to  go  and  dtflmy  them.  B-.ir,  at  I 
**  was  ready  to  put  my  dcfign  in  execution.  I  found  that  admiral  R-jfTIl  had  givea 
•*  ordirstothe  fame  pmpofe*  I'rclenily  I  offcicd  him  your  high  mi^hiincfl'ci 
•••  light  frigatcf  and  firc-fhipt  to  ailkl  his  iWpj,  and  immediately  gate  ail  necef- 
*'  fary  orders,  in  cafe  be  fhould  make  n:e  of  them ;  but,  a>  yet,  1  know  not 
••  whether  thofe  frigaie*  or  fire^ips  were  employed  or  no.  /^'l  that  J  can  alTurc 
*<  yoor  high  mi^hcinclTs  ii,  that,  the  Ume  4ay  they  took  a  ce  oiution  to  dcl\foj 
**  ihofe  twelve  fhipc,  they  burnt  fix  of  tite  biga^O,  being  (hips  of  three  decks  ^ 
^*  andtMft  d»y  the  fed  ikat  lemaioed,  the  kMi  of  »hicn  CAiticU  fixty  pieces  of 

**    canrion» 
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It  was  extremeljr  happy  for  Mr.  Rooke^  that  he  lenred  a  brare 
prince,  who  would  not  take  his  informations  up<Mi  triift,  but  ij> 
quired  particularly  into  every  man's  coodo^l  before  he  puniflicd 
or  rewarded.     The  behaviour  of  the  vice-^adoiiral  at  L«si  Hogue 
appeared  to  him  fo  great,  and  fo  worthy  of  public  notice^  rizat, 
having  no  opportunity  at  that  time  of  providing  for  him,  be  fet- 
tled a  peniion  of  a  thoufand  pounds  per  annum  on  him  for  lite  ^ . 
In  the  fpring  of  the  year  his  majefty  thought  fit  to  go  to  Portf- 
mouth,  as  king  Charles  II.  had  fometimes  done,  to  view  the 
fleet,  and,  going  on  board  Mr.  Rooke's  {hip  then  in  the  har- 
bour, dined  with  him,  and  conferred  on  him  the  honour  of 
knighthood  <,  having  a  little  before  made  a  grand  naval  promo- 
tion, in  which  he  was  declared  vice-admiral  of  the  red  ^  \  4iiid, 
the  dire£Uon  of  the  fleet  being  now  put  in  commiffion,  Sir  George 
Rooke  was  intrufted  with  the  command  of  the  fqoadron  that 
was  to  efcort  the  Smyrna  fleet,  and  the  joint  admirals  received 
orders  to  accompany  him  as  far  to  fea  as  they  fliould  think  pro- 
per ;  after  which  his  inftru^iions  were,  to  take  the  beil  care  of 
the  fleet  he  could,  and,  in  cafe  of  any  misfortune,  to  retire  into 
fome  of  the  SpaniOi  ports,  and  put  himfelf  under  the  protcAioa 
of  their  cannon  L 

It  cannot  be  fuppofed,  that  Sir  George  Rooke  had  any  better 
intelligence  than  the  admirals  or  the  fecretaries  of  ftate,  and 
therefore  we  ought  to  afcribe  the  great  unwillingnefs  he  fhewed 
to  part  with  the  grand  fleet  fo  foon,  to  his  fuperior  flcill  in  naval 
affairs,  from  whence  he  judged,  that,  fince  the  French  fquadron 
was  not  at  Brefl,  it  muft  be  gone  to  Toulon^  for  which  he 

**  cannon,  ran  the  fame  fate,  being  burnt  with  all  their  amnQaitjon  and  pnm* 
**  fian,  together  with  the  fix  other  fmaller  vcilels,  which  tbcy  bad  lightened  of 
*<  their  gons,  to  try  whether  it  were  polllble  lo  (avc  them  by  towing  tbeoi  any 
**  higher ;  fo  that  this  expedition  bas  completed  the  irreparable  ruin  of  the  enc* 
•«  my*s  fleet,  t  undcrlUnd  this  day,  from  aboard  admiral  Ruflcl,  that  oaders 
**  are  given  out  to  burn  I  he  tranfport-vcflcls  that  are  in  the  bay  of  La  Hogue, 
**  to  the  number  of  about  500,  if  it  may  be  dooc  with  fafety  j  but  I  fear  the  t\* 
**  ecution  of  the  enterprize  will  be  very  difficult  by  rcafoa  of  the  ihaUo«oe&  of 
«  the  water  where  thefe  veflcU  ly,  and  the  refiftanCe  which  may  be  made  firott 
««  (he  land,  and  therefore  leave  the  foccefs  of  the  dcHgn  to  Providence." 

f  Life  uf  Sir  George  Rooiie,  p.  19.   The  complete  hiftory  of  £nrope  for  1709, 
p.  385.  B  LAndon  Gazette,  N^.  x847.  ^  London  Gizette,  N^.  2843. 

I  Burchet*s  memoirs,  p.  116.     Life  of  Sir  George  RookCi  p«  «a,  aj.    Life  of 
iing  Villiam,  p.  s^i>  3^4* 
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tbought  there  could  fcarce  be  a  better  reafon  aiOgned  than  their 
)iopes  of  intercepting  the  Smyrna  deet  under  his  convoy.  How- 
ever, he  failed,  as  his  orders  and  duty  required;  and  on  the  15th 
of  June,  being  about  fixty  leagues  fliort  of  Cape  St,  Vincent,  he 
ordered  the  Lark  to  ftretch  a-head  of  his  fcouts  into  Lagos-bay ; 
but,  next  day  having  confirmed  accounts  of  the  danger  they 
"were  in,  h^  propofed  in  a  council  of  war  to  keep  the  wind,  or 
ly  by  all  that  night,  that  fo  a  difcovery  of  the  enemy's  ftrength 
might  be  made  next  morning.     But  in  this  he  was  over-ruled, 
and  it  was  urged  that  the  wind  being  frefh  northerly,  it  gave 
the  fleet  a  fair  opportunity  of  pufhing  for  Cadiz;  purfuant  to  this 
refolution,  the  admiral  ran  along  the  fhore  all  night  with  a  preft 
fail,  and  forced  feveral  of  the  enemy's  (hips  to  cut  from  their 
anchors  in  Ijagos-bay  K 

The  next  day,  when  he  was  with  his  fleet  off  Villa  Nova,  it 
fell  calm,  and,  a  little  after  day-break,  ten  fail  of  the  enemy's 
men  of  war,  and  feveral  fmall  fhips,  were  feen  in  the  offing. 
The  French  no  fooner  difcovered  Sir  George  Rooke,  than  they 
ftood  away  with  their  boats  a-head,  fetting  fire  to  fome,  and 
linking  others  of  their  fmall  craft,  which  yet  did  not  hinder  fe« 
Teral  of  them  from  falling  into  our  hands,  as  a  fire-ihip  likewife 
did,  by  dropping  into  the  fleet  in  the  night.  The  crew  of  this 
fhip,  being  carried  on  board  the  flag-fliip,  and  examined  by  the 
admiral,  told  him  a  very  plaufible  tale»  viz>  That  the  French 
fquadron  coniifled  but  of  fifteen  fliips  of  the  line,  notwithfland* 
ing  there  were  three  flags,  and  had  with  them  forty- fix  merchant- 
men and  florerfhips,  that  were  bound  either  to  Toulon,  or  to 
join  M.  d-Eftrees  ^  They  faid  alfb,  that  the  fquadron  had  beei^ 
becalmed  off  the  cape,  and  that,  having  watered  in  the  bay, 
they  were  bqund  dire£lly  into  the  Straits,  without  any  intention 
pf  feeing  our  fleet, 

k  The  French  fleet  under  mirfhal  Tounrllle  had  waited  fome  time  for  the 
Sngli?h  Smyrnv  fleet ;  they  had  oertainly  very  early  and  very  exaA  iiiteMigenoey 
which  If  mtsch  lefs  lo  be  wondered  at,  than  that  this  fleet  of  French  men  of  war 
^•uld  remain  a  month  on  the  Spanifh  coaft,  withoot  our  having  any  timely  no- 
tice of  it ;  and  in  reality  this  Wat  the  very  point  opon  which  the  hoofe  of  com- 
mons grounded  their  vote  of  treachery. 

'  1  Bumet*s  hif^ory  of  hit  own  times,  vol.  if.  p.  115.  Colnmna  roflrata,  p.  %6%, 
The  complete  hiflory  of  Eorope  for  X709>  P«  39^.  Burchei**  naval  hiftory, 
l^ondoQ  Gazette,  N°,  %9^S, 


This  at  firf!,  with  the  hafty  retreat  of  their  men  of  war  ia  Ac 
tnorning,  and  their  de^rting  and  burning  their  fmall  veflHsy 
gained  a  pcrfcft  belief  with  the  admiral  and  the  reft  of  the  of- 
ficers ;  but  afterwards  it  was  judged,  (and  with  reaAm  too),  that 
tWs  precipitate  retreat  was  purpofely  to  amufe  ns,  and  thereby 
<lraw  the  whole  fquadron  infcnfibly  in  to  the  encmy^     Aboct 
noon  the  fea  breeze  fprung  up  to  W,  N.  W,  and  N.  W.  and 
then  the  admiral  bore  away  along  (hore  upon  the  enemy,  difco- 
vering  their  ftrcngth  the  more  the  nearer  be  came  to  them,  and 
at  lafl  counted  about  eighty  fail  ^  but  the  number  with  which  they 
plyed  up  to  him  was  not  above  fixreen,  with  three  flag^,  the  ad- 
miral, vice-admiral  of  the  blue,  and  rear-admiral  of  the  white. 
The  vice-admiral  of  the  blue  ftood  ofF  to  fea,  in  order  to  wca- 
ther  our  fquadron,  and  fall  in  with  the  merchant-fliips,  wfailft 
the  body  of  their  fleet  lay  promifcqoufly  to  leeward  one  of  ano- 
ther as  far  as  they  could  be  fecn,  efpecially  their  brggeft  (hips. 
About  three  in  the  afternoon  the  Dutch  vice-admiral  fent  Sir 
G-*orge  Rooke  advice,  that  he  was  now  pcrfcflly  fcnfiblc  of  the 
fraud,  as  difcovering  plainly  the  enemy's  whole  fleet ;  but  thai, 
in  his  judgment,  the  bed  courie  that  could  be  taken  was,  by  all 
means  to  avoid  fighting.     Sir  George  diflTercd  with  him  in  that 
point,  and  had  aftually  difpofed  all  things  for  engaging  the  ene- 
my \  but  reflc£ling  that  he  ihould  take  upon  himfelf  the  whole 
blame  of  this  affair,  if  he  fought  contrary  to  the  Dutch  admi- 
ral's fentiments,  he  brought  to,  and  then  ftood  oflf  with  an  eafjr 
fail,  and  at  the  fame  timedifpatchcd  the  Sheemefs,  with  orders 
to  the  fmall  (hips,  that  were  on  the  coaft,  tp  endeavour  to  get 
,  along  fhorc  in  the  night,  and  fave  themfelves  in  the  Spanifli 
ports ;  which  advice,  as  it  was  feafonably  fuggefted,  ft>  it  was 
happily  purfoed,  no  lefs  than  fifty  getting  into  the  port  of  Cadiz 
only  *. 


n  Tb^  firft  account  we  bad  of  th»  vilocky  hafineft  wai  b«  a  letter  from  cjf 
ttia  Littleton,  comma^ider  of  the  ?t€tQt  of  Smyrna,  which,  I  itkc  it,  was  as 
^ircd  mm  of  war,  that  if|  a  merchantman  turned  into  a  man  of  m^i  Co  Arecg:hf 
«a  the  convoy.  Hi«  Uttft  gave  the  merchants  fome  confolation,  because  he  aai 
only  adured  thrm,  that  his  own,  and  betweeo  forty  and  fifty  m:;re  (hips,  «cri 
iafe  at  Ca!fz,  but  thit  the  »dmiral  ^u  efc  •ped,  and  had  cirricd  off  a  grew  part  of 
^  flsci  with  him^  noiwithftaodir.g  the  Tift  foperiority  of  the  eocmy. 


Sir    G£ORfi£    ROOK^  Cmt.  393 

\  have  akeady  gWen  fo  large  an  account  of  this  affair  f,  as  irell 

-from  foreign  writers  as  our  own,  that  I  think  it  necdiefs  to  fay 

«nore  here>  except  as  to  the  perfonal  conduct  of  the  vice-admiral. 

Hiu  wholefifuadronconfiftedof  no  more  than  twenty-three  fhips 

-of  war;  ctf  theie  thirteen  only  were  Englifli,  eight  Dutch,  and 

t  ^wo  HambnrgheFS*   The  fleet  of  merchantmen  iinder  his  convoy 

tras  compofed  of  four  hundred  fail  of  all  nations,  though  the 

greater  paft  lyf  them  were  EngKOi  (hips  \    The  fleet  under 

-]M.  Tourville  confifted  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  fail,  of  which 

iixty-four  were  of  the  line,  and  eighteen  three-deck  (hips ;  yet 

Sir  George  Rooke  faved  all  the  men  of  war ;  for  he  brought 

twelve  of  tfaem'to  Kingfaki  and  the  ather  got  into  Cadiz ;  and  he 

iikewife  brought  back  with  him  (kty  merchantmen,  and,  having 

ient  the  I^ark  with  advice  of  his  nnsfortune,  he  afterwards  prol 

ceeded  from  Kingfide^  with  (he  largeft  fliips,  to  join  the  grand 

fleet  «»• 

One  thing,  indeed,  b  yerj  remarkable  with  relped  to  this 
lingular  tranfaclion,  via.  That,  while  in  France  the  people  ia 
general  charged  their  admirals  with  not  making  the  moft  of  their 
advantage,  and  the  admirals  themfdves  charged  each  other  with 
want  of  conduA,  and  negleft  of  duty,  there  was  not  fo  much 
-as  a  fingle  refledtion  made  upon  Sir  George  R^ioke's  behaviour; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  he  was  faid  in  the  Dutch  gazettes  10  have 
gained  more  reputation  by  his  efcape,  than  accrued  to  the  French 
'by  their  conque(^.  On  his  return  home  the  merchants  gave  him 
their  thanks  i  the  king  prompted  him  from  being  vice-admiral  of 
the  Uae  to  the  rank  of  vice-admiral  of  the  red,  and  Coon  after, 
as  a  farther  mark  of  his  favour  and  confidence,  made  him  one 
joi  the  lords-commiiSoners  of  the  admiralty  ^ ;  and,  before  the 
dofe  of  the  year  1694,  promoted  him  a^gain  from  vice-admiral 
of  the  red  to  admiral  of  the  blue^^* 

•  See  vol.  ii.  of  thti  work,  p.  yj%^i%t^  ^  ICenoct's  complete  hiftory 

■€f  Eag1an4»  vol.  liu  p«  657.    The  preie&t  fiate  of  Sorope  for  (he  month  of  Julj, 

1693.    ^^^^  ^^  ^'^  G«orge  Rookc.  P  Bttracf  1  biftory  of  his  own  timei, 

toLii.  p.  1x6.     CUdoiixon.    The  complete  h^ftory  of  Europe  for   1^0^,  p.  397, 

3?g.  4  Life  of  Sir  George  Rooke,  p.  41.  Life  of  K.  Wiiliatn,  p.  375. 

r  We  mtift  not  tmaiioe,  however,  (hat  Sir  George  efcaped  ali  trouble  in  this 

'alfair;  on  the  contrary,  be  was  examined  at  the  bar  of  the  hoafe  of  commons, 

and  that  very  fUi€t\f,  though  hi  was  fo  very  ill  that  he  could  fcarce  ilaad  Mj^on 

VoL.UL  3^  his 
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In  tl^e  momh  of  May,  1^695^  admiral  RoafcccomMandedtfae 
(Tquadroo  which  convoyed  the  JLing  to  Hdlaod*  ^  and  in  ^ 
tutan  of  the  fame  year,  being  then  admiial  of  •the.wljutetJ^e 
«lfo  appointed  admiral  and  commander  in  cbicf  in  the  A|oditer- 
rane^n,  having  a  fl^eet  of  fipvcnty  foen  Qf  war  and  m^rchs^Dt-fli^ 
under  his  care  ;  and,  having  very  fuccelfifully.eiiecuted  this  cpm- 
mifllon,  be  remained  (everal  months  in  tbe  Mediteiraoeaa  with 
a  very  fmall  force,,  where,  .oevert^el^&,,hP  ms^e  a  :(bift4o.K»:&- 
ferve  our  trade  frpm  the  infults  of  th^  enemy  i  and  a.t  longtbj 
receiving  orders  to  return,  he  execut;ed  them  irith  fo  oftucsh  p^Ur 
dence,  that  he  arrived  fafely  on  .the  E^gliih  coaft  on  the  22d  of 
April;  16969  to  the  great  joy  and  fatisfaftipn  pJF  the  luMooift 
general,  which  was  much  alarmed,  from  an  ^pprehen£on,  th^ 
the  French  fleet  at  Toulon  ihould  come  up  wkh  hiipj  to  which 
he  was  much  inferior  in  ftreijigth  ^ 

Soon  after  his  arrival,  he  took  upon  him  the  command.of  the 
fleets  had  orders  tp  proceed  4:0  the  SoMndings.%  and  jto  lie  in 

•      •  '  '  . 

fuch  a  ftation,  as  he  ihould  ju^ge  mod  proper  for  preventing 
the  French  flqet  from  getting  into  any  poit  of  France^  but  re- 
ceiving intelligence,  that  the  Toulon  fquadron  wasgpt  faie  into 
Bred,  and  the  largeft  (hips  in  the  fleet  beifug  very  foulj  hfi 
thought  fit  to  retiu*nj  agreeable  to  his  inftrudUons^  and  pi^t  imo 
Torbay'^. 

his  feet ;  and,  therefore,  was  at  laft  allowed  a  chair.  He  faid,  tbut  wliea  ]|e 
pa. ted  from  the  grand  fleer,  be  had  a  very  bnflc  gale  of  Wind,  vfhich  drove  bim 
c:re^ly  upon  the  enemy,  and  retarded  the  advice-boats  that  were  tent  tferbtiii« 
vtth  intelligence  and  orders  to  return.  He  faid  futtber,  that  ifjiia  AfiAi^  h^4 
not  been  ovcr-iul.d,  he  naight  stry  pre  bably  haye  ^afTcd  the  eoftin^  in  the  oight, 
and  then  a  few  only  of  the  heavieft  failers  could  have  fallen  into  their  hands. 
Yet,  he  added,  thai  he  did  not  fufpeCt  he  was  0Vtr-iu)ed  by  the  mayoriry  of 
Toes  in  the  council  of  war,  from  any  bad  defi|o,  or  want  of'ceaJinCbe  can* 
m^nd.rs;  hot  from  their  not  giving  credit  to  bis  fufpiciun^  that  it  wis  U,c 
>A  hole  French  flcec  in  Lagjs-bay  J  and  for  any  fquadron  they  were  not  afuid  of 
tl-cm. 

«  Kennel's  hiflory  of  England,  vol.  iii.  p.  687.  The  prefent  flate  of  Europe,  for 
1695,  p.  177.     Boyor'e  life  of  quetn  Anne,  p.  45.  t  Borchel'l    nairal 

hiOory,  book  iv.  chap.  xv.  The  complete  hiftcry  of  Europe  for  1709.  life  of 
Sit  George  Rooke,  p,  43..     London  Gaiette,  N®.  317S. 

"  Burchct's  memoirs,  p.  332,  Tie  prefent  ftate  of  Europe,  for  t^Sp  p.  168. 
London  Gazette,  N^  3182,  «  London  Osteite,  N®.  3186,  3187. 

There 
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•  Tbci^  *e  ftect  beittg rdnforced  to cigtkty-fivc'ftll of  tfe'^line, 
Siir  Ocbrge  Rbbke  forioied  the  glorious  pn>fe£K  of  bumtngthe 
^vrh^te  Pr«ndh<  fleet,  or  forcing  thtm  to  take  fhdter  in' the  har- 
bo%jUr  <tf  Br6ft,  while*  we  bombarded*  alt  the  adjbeeift  co&fls ; 
buty  while  he  was  meditating  this  great  det^,  h(5  utiekpefteJly 
rfcc'tflWdf  ofdeirii  t<5  return  to*  London,  and  attferid  his  duty  at  the 
Wwrtl^  J  yeti  fo*  dfcfirbui  he  was  of  bdng  irt*  a£l!on,  arid  fb 
tliorooghly  periuaded  of  the  poffifeility  o^tbe  tHing,that,  upon 
liis   coming  to  town,  he  propofed  the  matter  to  the  duke  of 
Shrewfbury,  who  approved  it,  but  found  it  requifite  to  lay 
his  project  before  the  privy  council,  where  it  was  confidered, 
fill  the  fciton  for^  potting  it  in  execution  was  intipely  over,  and- 
then  declared  a  very  prudent,  welliteoncc^rted  rrteafUre,  and  ano- 
ther admfral  blamed  for  not  doing  what  he  would  willingly 
have  done }  but  that  the  captains  of  the  fleet  were  unanimoufly 
df  opinion,  thart  it  wks  too  late  in  the  year  to  think  of  attempt- 
ing zfi  expedition  of  fuch  importance  ^. 

Admiral  Ruflcl,  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  1697,  J)cing  decla- 
red earl  of  Orford,  and  placed  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty, 
with  a  kind  of  sibfolute  command,  his  prefcnce  was  thought  fo 
rieccflSry  there,  that  Sir  George  Rooke  was  appointed  admiral 
and  commander  in  chief  of  the  fleet ',  which  put  to  Tea  in  a 
very  indifiereat  condition,  being  but  half  manned,  and  fcarce 
half  viftualled,  towards  the  latter  end  of  June  j  as  the  French 
avoided  fighting,  Sir  George  found  it  impofliblc  to  do  any  thing 
very  confiderable;  and  yet  this  fummer's  expedition  gained  him 
no  fm^Il  reputation,  and  that  from  an  a6bion,  bold  in  itfelf,  but 
withal  ftriftly  juft,  and  very  beneficial  to  the  natioh.    For  as  he 
was  cruizing  olQT  the  French  coafl,  he  met  with  a  large  fleet  of 
Swcdifh  merchantmen,  and  having  obliged  them  to  bring  to, 
and  fiibmit  to  be  fearched,  he  found  juft  grounds  to  belie Vc,  that 


*  London  Gazette,  V^*.  3190. 

y  The  Ttm  er  will  find  this  prcj-ft  of  Sir  George  Rooke*s,  and  «  l»rgc  account 
4(  that  sfTaity  hj  turning  to  ihe  naval  operaii  ns  of  the  year  io  which  it  hapfcnrd, 
IB  our  furmer  volonte  ^  and  ftom  thrcce  he  will  eafiiy  olle^,  that  Sir  George 
Bookewak  tauliou*  only,  when  he  wantei)  a  proper  flrength,  and  that  no  admiral 
wai  dore  aeiive  dr  vigorous  tliao  he>  urhenever  fuch  a  force  «as  under  his  com- 
Dvnd. 

X  London  Gasctte,  N^.  3x88,  3295. 

3  D  2  their 
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their  canoes  belonged  moft  of  them  to  French  merchants  ^ 
^hich  he  fcnt  them,  under  the  convoy  of  feme  irigatfcs,  wa0 
Plymouth.  This  made  a  great  noife,  the  SwedHh  miittAcr  in- 
«erpofed|  and  ibme  of  our  ftaflefmea  were  iocliiied  la  difapfiroit 
Sir  George's  eonduA*. 

But  as  he  was  a  man  not  a]]t  to  take  rafli  ftepe^.and  cooie- 
<|uently  feldom  in  the  wrong,  he  was  riot  of  a  temper  to  be 
feightepedl  bdok  hk»  durv  or  so  be  brought  to  ddxft  firom  any 


^  yfft  hztt  tKe  i»h#te  of  thit  matter  fit  in  r  clev  fi|^r,  in  a  fmalf  ^varta 
(imphlft  of  two  fltectt,  intitled,  A  ihort  scooant  of  tbc  vtw  It^te  of  thecaft  •/ 
tbc  Swedtfli  merchaoi-AeeC»  Uteljr  brcoght  up  oa  thetr  ^^9fi  fcon  Ftmmtz^  hf  a^ 
itoiral  Rookc,  ari<l  fcnt  into  Plymotitb, 

The  account*  given  id  thh  pamphlet,  of  the  fraod,  nins  tbaai  **  'the  Swede  £i 
^^  build  t  (hip,  df  mdre  or  leTs  tons,  on  bfii  own- accodtit  j  wfnercapon  be  «oul^ 
•*  fat'ety  make  oath  befoie  Che  magiftrate,  that  the  fame  (Up  was  hit  owm  aai 
**  did  really  belong  to  him,  and  was  biuU  at  his  proper  cofts  and  chaiget  {  aad 
"  thereupon  he  obtained  a  pafs  for  the  f«id  (bip,   a«  being  a  Swediii  (nip,  boiit 
"^  in  Swedeland,  and  Kek)agio|  to  on^  of  that  king^s  fubjo^h.    This  being  done, 
'f  the  Swef'e'  fofd  and  traafported  the  very  fame  (hip  to  a  Dbtcb,  Lvbeck,  or 
^,  Hamborgh  merchant ;  wh(«^  in  eon(tdercrion  of  the  other  (ervice,  did  pwt  Urn 
**  one  .quarter,  or  eighth  part,  (as  they  coo'd  beit  agree  upon)  in   th«  Cud  (hip» 
**  on  condition,  that  the  Swede  (hould  always  provide  neW  pafTci  as  oftca  as 
**  there  (hotr  d  be  occaSon  for  them  :  and  that  the  did  i&ip  (hoold  always  fo  viier' 
<*  tbc  Swede's  n«9e,  aAd  by  that  tteant  traffic  mmoleAqd  to,  and  with  Fraacc^ 
"  which  piadiice  the  Swade  flattkred  hirofelf  that  he  might  fetnrdy  enough  too- 
*'  tiniK,  wi  hoiK  ading  thereby  agjiaft   his  confcience,  or  comnditing  the  leaf 
**  peijury  by  fb  doing;  there  being  no  ocea(ion,  arcording  to  the  cnftom  and  laws 
**  of  that  country,  to  make  oai&  a-^(h  for  every  other  ^age,  for  gettSiog  of  new 
<*  pafles,  bccauie  the  firft  oath  fuAcet  fo^  good  and  all.    So  Aiac,  byihi^aeB- 
<*  tal  refcrvation,  the  Swede  ^ooM  obtain  at  many  pafles  aa  he  pkafed,  aadfiv 
*'  all  that,  hisconfclcocc  not  concerned   in  the  Idaft  thereby.     Nay,  by  the 
^*  pioofs  made  aga^nft  the   faid   Swedifh  ffeet,  taken  from  their  own  haad*wri* 
*'  tings,  book^,   and  letters,   now  li^ider  enmination  in  the  cotirt  of  admiialty, 
^*  it  does  manifeOly  appear,  that,  to  take  •(T  all  fn(picion,  and  to  ob^Utc  alL 
'*  ebjr^ions  and  dangers  that  might  b:fal  fnch  a  (hip,  the  foreign  meecbaat  of 
'*  dered  the  Swede  to  make  a  bill  of  fale  of  the  (hip,  in  the  Swede*!  own  oanc^ 
"  though  be  had  not  the  Iea(^  right  to  the  faid  (h^p,  oor  did  a«y  piR  thcrain 
*^  belong  to  him.     An  •tier  artifice  has  alfo  beea  ofed,  the  more  ca6ly  to  eh- 
<'  tain  tb«  pafles  in  Stockholm,  vi;e.  Some  of  t^ofe  foreign  merchanu  ieat  their. 
"  fcrvants   thither  to  be  rojde   burghers,  pre  forma ;   and  by  this  meaoi  Chcy 
'<  procured    ihe  paiUs,   alihoO^h  fnch  (ervant  had  neither  cftate.nor  moocyfbr 
**  himfelf,  but  was  fupplied  by.hb  raa(i6r,  who  lived  either  in  Holland,  it  La« 
«<  beck,  or  at  Hamburgh,  or  eUewhcre,  Ojpoa  whofc  account  this  glsfiotta  Uadtf  »u 
**  Carried  on.** 

fting 


.^Ckl 


Sift    GEORGE    ROOK£,Ent.         ^f 

^  be  look,  to  be  right.    Sir  George  therefore  inGfted,  that 

«hc  inatter  ihould  be  hrovght  to  a  fair  trialj  before  the  court  o£ 

admiralty :  where,  Qpoo  the  deareft  evidence,  it  plainly  appear*. 

cdy  that  thefe  Swedilh  (hips  were  freighted  by  French  merchants^ 

partly  with  French  goods,  but  chicfty  with  Indian  merchandize, 

vbklk  ha^d  been  taken  out  of  Englifh  and  Dutch  fhips ;  and 

that  the  Swedes  had  no  further  concern  therein,  than  as  they 

rccdved  a  per  cent,  by  way  of  gratification,  for  lending  their 

naine$,~procuring  pafles,  and  taking  other  neceflary  precautions 

for  fcreening  the  French  merchants  eSeds ;  fo  that  the  whole 

of  this  rich  fleet  was  adjudged  to  be  good  prize :  and  the  cla« 

mour  that  had  been  raifed  againft  Sir  George  Rooke,  was  con^ 

irerted  into  general  appiaufe^  ! 

He  was  agsiin  ordered  to  fea,  though  it  was  very  late  in  the 
year,  and  continued  on  the  French  coafts  till  towards  the  month 
of  0£U>ber,  making  fuch  detachments  as  were  necefiary  for  fe-^ 
curing  our  own  homeward-bound  trade,  and  that  of  the  Dutch; 
which  he  performed  very  fucccfsfully,  as  the  gazettes  of  that 
nation  gratefully  acknowledge ;  and  the  campaign  and  the  war 
ending  together,  be  g^ve  the  necefiary  orders  for  laying  up  the 


b  Wc  may  eafily  guefs  at  the  eridence  upon  which  thefc  fcipj  were  ^ecUred 
hwfbl  prize,  from  the  following  letter  of  inf^rvOion,  written  by  i  French  mer- 
obant,  to  John  Conrad  Doberik,  dated  July  %6y  i6p6. 

**  1  tbaok  yov,^at  you  will  help  Martio  Francen.  I  have  bought  a  fly-boac 
**  here,  of  130  toDi,  for  a  good  frieod,  and  would  gladly  let  her  fall  under 
*'  your  name,  on  condition  that  yon  (boold  have  a  Certain  profit  for  it ;  and  aA> 
**  furing  myfdf,  that  you  will  not  refofe  me,  feeing  it  can  be  done  whhout  pre* 
**  judice  to  you.  I  have  caufed  the  bill  of  fale  to  be  nade  in  your  name,  viz, 
'*  That  I  have  bought  the  faid  fbip  for  your  account  and  adventure.  Now,  I 
''  would  fain  have  a  (kipper  come  from  Stockholm,  who  is  a  burgher  (here,  and 
"  ^  j"<Jg«  «  fo  ^«  neccffjry,  1  ft.  That  a  notary*i  bill  of  fate  be  fcnt  oter* 
**  idly,  ^hat  a  dedaraiion  be  made  before  a  notary,  and  wltnefTea^  that  the  faid 
"  (hip  doth  belong  to  you.  3dly,  That  yon  write  a  leter  to  the  magiftrate  of 
**  Stockhulm^  to  grant  you  to  pafs ;  and  4thly,  To  write  a  letter  \o  Mr.  Con* 
'^  rad,  to  fend  fuch  a  m'afler  with  a  pafs,  with  order  to  follow  my  direAion 
**  whilfl  you  are  in  Spain.  "When  yon  come  hither,  we  (hall  agree  what  yo<i 
**  ibali  have  for  each  pafs  that  you  (hall  fend  for  here.  The  declaration  before 
« ~a  notary  I  (hall  tend  you  to  fign,  and  the  witneflrs  who  fobfcnbe  (ball  be 
**  Luke  Wiliiamfon,  Marcns  Begman,  and  the  broker  j  they  not  knowing  other- 
**  wife,  but  that  I  bought  the  fhip  for  your  account;  in  this  manner,  no  pats 
**  can  be  dfenied^  and  when  once  a  ^s  ii  taken  l»ut/  one  may  iJways  be  h4d« 


greit 
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great  {b\ps,  aiid  then  r cf iirned  to  town,  whaie  te  HTM  PiA^dMf 
with  eqt^al  h^shfO^on  by  all  paiticsi  having  as  fet  done  Stflc 
to  difoblige  thdfe  who  aftcrward»  pcrfecttteli  iSim  Irklf  tl*e  itt- 

Bloft  rancour. 

This  Tioleiit  reTen^etlt  was  chkSf  owtf^  to  liis  c60da£l'm 
j^rliatDcnt ;  far  being  next  year  eleded   meiifteif  fiHr  Fortf* 
itiouthS  and  voting  moftly  with  chofe  thik  w^e  called  Tdrk»» 
great  pains  wei^  taken  to  ruiil  hrth  in  tht  kitt^s  tpiifioli ;  bur, 
to  the  immortial  'honour  of  king  William,  when  |»refl<Sd  to  re- 
mdve  Sir  George  Rooke  from  his  feat  at  the  adihtraltys-tiomrdy 
he  anfwered  plainly,  I  will  kot.      <<  S7r  G^ot^  lW>ofc« 
•<  (continued  his  majcfly;)  ferved  roe  faithfully  at  fea,  amF  t  %riR 
<<  never  difplace  him,  for  aAing  as  he  thinks  moft  for  the  /er« 
^  vice  of  his  country  in  the  houfe  of  coromons.^     An  ad#Wer 
thily  wonhy  of  a  Britiih  prince,  as  it  tends  to  prefenre  tire  five- 
dom  of  our  conftitution,  and  what  is  cfiential  therAc»|  the  liber- 
ty of  parliament.     The  whole  year  1699  ^^^  fp<5nt  in  peace,  fo' 
that  Sir  George  Rooke  had  leifure  to  attend  his  dtttjr  m  the 
Boufe;  which  he  did  with  very  great  conftancy,  and  Ijehived 
tlierc  as  he  thought  became  him ;  but  was  very  rarely  a  (pesd^, 
though  not  at  all  deficient  in  that  particular,  as  appeared^  when 
he  was  heard  at  the  bar,  on  the  bufinefs  of  the  Smyrna  fleet  in 
1693.     But  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  1700,  a  war  broke  oat  in 
the  north,  which  had  like  to  have  totally  overturned  the  balance 
of  power  in  that  part  of  Europe,  through  a  ihameful  confede- 
racy, formed  againft  Charles  XII.  of  Sweden,  then  in  a  manner 
a  child,  which  moved  king  Willi&m  to  fend  a  fleet  thither  tehir 
affiftancc ;  which  was  undoubtedly  the  wiieft  foi^ign  meafiire  in' 
that  whole  reign  5.  ami,  as  it  Dras  well  concerted-,  fb  it  was  very 
prudently  and  happily  executed  j  for  Sir  George  Rooke,  who 
was  entruflcd  with  the  command  of  the  combined  fleet' of  the 
maritime  powers,  did  their  bufinefs  effeflnafly,  by  fuccouring 
the  Swedes,  without  opprefling  the  Danes  ;  as  I  have  fhewn  in 
its  proper  place,  and  have  remarked,  that  the  king  of  Sweden, 
upon  this  occafion,  gave  a  noble  inftance  of  his  early  genius,  by 


e  The  complete  h\f\nTy  of  Enrnpe  for  170^,  p.   38^.    Life  of  Sk  6eof{e 
Rooke,  p.  ^v    Pariiamenury  regidcr,  p.  197. 
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penetiiadng  Sir  Gepcge  Rookfi's  ord«rS|  from  the  Gokiijkieration 
of  hia  conduA  ^» 

Sir.  ^iieorge  Rooke  was  defied  in  tiie  new  pariiameot  of  1 70 1 , 
•for  the  town  of  Portfmouth ;  which  was  not  then  confidered  in 
that  light  in  which  navy  boroughs  haye  fince  flood  $  if  it  had, 
tbcy  would  have  obliged  ^e  court  in  their  members.  Bifhop 
Burnet  tells  us,  that  ^though  the  miniftry  had  a  clear  majoritv, 
an  whatever  related  to  the  king's  bufincfsi  yet  the  a£livity  of  the 
^mgry  fide  was  fiich,  that  they  bad  a  majority  in  cfauCng  the 
ipea^r,  and  in  determining  controverted  eledioos  ^.  The  truth 
of-  the  matter  was,  the  miniftry  perfuaded  the  king  to  abet  the 
intereft  of  Sir  Thomas  Littletoo,  againft  Robert  Harley,  Efqt 
afterwards  the  famous  earl  of  Oiibrd  >  and  with  this  view  his 
noajefty  fpoke  to  Sir  George  Rooke,  Sir  Charles  Hedges,  and 
feveral  other  perfons  of  diftin^ion,  in  favour  of  Sir  Thomas  | 
which  however  had  not  the  defired  effe£b,  fince  they  voted  for 
^Ar.  Harley,  who  was  accordingly  placed  in  the  chair*  I  men« 
^ion  this,  to  (hew  the  fieadineis  of  Sir  George  Rooke,  and  to 
prove,  chat  he  was  a  man  who  a£ted  upon  principle,  and  was 
not  governed  in  his  political  conduct  cither  by  hopes  or  fears  f. 

Yet  Sir  George  was  fqr  <the  war  againft  Francci  and  for  car- 
rying it  on  vigorouily ;  and,  as  I  ihall  fhew  hereafter,  he  was 
uniform  in  ,his  condufty  though  he  had  the  misfortune  to  be 
cenfured  for  want  of  vigour,  merely  becaufe  he  ihewed  too 
-Arong  an  inclination  that  way.  I  do  not  fay  tliis  from  any  lik- 
ing I  have  to  the  maintaining  paradoxes,  or  playing  with  words  i 
but  becauie  I  take  it  to  be  the  fair  truth,  and  that  1  could  noc 
eaprtft  it  ocherwife,  without  doing  his  memory  injuftice'. 

4  Life  of  Sir  George  Rooke,  p.  63,     The  c  mplete  hiftory  of  Europe  for 
'799»P*3^     See  vol.  iii*  p.   I53»;i56«  *  Pa.l.amemary  fe^ifker. 

p.  197.    Hiiiory  of  bis  own  timet,  toL  ii.  p.  295. 

f  It  waf  certainly  wrong  in  tke  king  to  interfete  in  this  matter  at  all^  becaufe  ho 
ran  too  great  a  rifle,  ioca(b  of  a  di  fappointment  j  and  experience  will  always  (bcw, 
that  in  the  end  fuch  princes  are  fafeifl,  iaod  moft  happy,  as  falfer  the  machine  of 
govemmeot  to  roU  oo»  accoidiiig  to  its  naturai  cooftrudion,  without  tampering  at 
all;  which  fenret  only  to  fpoil  it,  and  expofe  Aem  exiremsly. 

f  Jhe  teai'er,  if  heconfalts  Burnetts  hiOory,  and  coroparct  it  vtvb  Oldmixoo*!, 
'  will  k«  €Oavin€cd  of  the  t.uth  of  'vvbat  I  fay* 

UpoA 
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Upon  the  acceffion  of  queen  Anne^  in  1702,  Sir 
condituted  vice-admicali  and  lieutenant  of  the  admiraky  of  £ng* 
land|  as  alfo  lieutenant  of  the  fleets  and  feas  of  this  kingdom  ^  ; 
and,  upon  the  declaration  of  war  againft  Francej  it  was  reibU 
ved,  that  Sir  George  Rooke  (hould  coiainand  the  graad  fleet 
fent  againft  Cadiz,  his  grace  the  duke  of  Ormond  having  the 
command  in  chief  of  the  land  forces  >•    I  fhall  not  enter  into 
the  hiilory  of  that  expedition,  becaufc  I  have  already  given  the 
beft  account  of  it  that  was  in  my  power  ^ :  I  (hall  only  £17  heie, 
that  when  it  appeared  to  be  a  thing  very  difficult,  if  nat  knprac- 
ttcable,  for  the  land-forces  to  make  themfelves  mafters  of  the 
place,  Sir  George  Rooke  propofed  bombarding  it$  which  occa- 
toned  a  long  reprcfentation  from  the  prince  of  Heflc  Darmfiadt, 
feitiBg  forth,  that  fuch  a  proceeding  would  entirely  alienate  the 
affedion  of  the  Spaniards  from  the  houfe  of  Auftria  ;  and  aa  Sir 
George  could  not  but  difcera  the  inconfiftency  of  this  method 
with  the  manifefto  which  had  beoi  publiihed  in  the  dake  of 
Ormond's  name  and  bis  own,  he  was  presrailed  upon  to  defift; 
and  when  he  had  done  this,  he  judged  it  beft  to  return  home 
both  with  the  fleet  and  army;  the  land  and  iea^officers  unani- 
tnoudy  concurring,  in  that  rcfycGt^  with  him  in  opinion  ;  ex« 
<epting  only  the  duke  of  Ormond^  and  baron  Sparr,  who  pro^ 
tefted  againft  it«    Upon  this  opinion^  for  returning  home,  the 
charge  was  founded  againft  bun,  for  want  of  vigour,  whereas 
nothing  can  be  more  dear,  than  that  Sir  George  inclined. (o  z& 
more  vigoroufly  than  his  inftru&ions  would,  perqait;  and  there- 
ibre  when  be  faw  that  propo£il  reje£led,  and  that  nothing  coold 
he  done  abroad,  thought  it  the  wifeft  way  to  come  home,     Ol 
this  he  was  certainly  the  beft  judge,  fince  he  had  been  often  in 
thofe  parts  before,  and  knew  very  well,  if  once  the  Spaniards 
took  a  resolution,  fair  words  would  not  go  £ar  towards  making 
ahem  alter  it '. 


b  London  Gaictt«,  N^.  jSfO.  i  The  duke  of  Ormond  hsd'beeo  ap. 

pointed  commandcf  in  chief  of  the  land-forces,  in  the  monifa  prccediiig.     Lcadan 

G»tetu,  N*'.  3803.  k  9^e  toI.  iii.  p.  9.  '  Burchct*s  mviJ 

hi^ory,  book  ▼.  chap.  i.     Oidmtxon^s  hiflory  of  the  SCQarte,  voL  ti,  p.  %%^  Bar* 

*«et,  vo'*  ii.  p.   330.     The  complere  hiftory  of  £uro|ie,  for    S702.     Life  of  Sir 

|Uecr&:  R.ook.1:,  p.  62— lao.     Boycr's  life  of  ^ueen  Anne, 

On 
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On -the  19th  of  Septenber^  f  702|  the  fleet  £iUed»j  and  had 

ifor  ieverddays  aiair  but  i^ery  gentle  wind ;  and«  in  their  paf- 

£ige  home,  the  admiral  on  the  6th  of  OAober  received  an  ac- 

•count  from  captain  Hardy,  that  .the  galleons,  under  the  efcort  of 

a  firong  Rrench  fiiuadroi^  were  get  into  the  harbour  of  Vigo  ; 

«poB  wd^ich Sir  George ireiblved  to  attack  them;  and«  having 

declared  Jihk  isefoliition  the  nest  day  in  a  council  of  flag-officers^ 

<hey-ooBCttrred«rith  faim«  and  it  was  unanimoufly  refolved  to 

put  it  in>€Kecution<i  aecordingly  the  fleet  failed  for  Vigo,  and  on 

the  nth  of  October  came  before  ithe  harbour  of  Rodondelloj 

where  the  JFrench  commodore,  10  do  him  juftice;,  liad  oegleifted 

notbii^  that  was  jiecedSTary  for  puttjqg  the  place  into  the  beft 

tpofture  of  defence  poffibl^  wbichj  however,  did  not  fignify 

Kiuch;  ior  a  detachment  of  fifteen  Englilh  and  ten  Dutch  meo 

4^  wsur  of  liie.jiine.of  hattl^  and  all  the  fire-fhip^,  w^re  ordered 

41^  the  frigates  and  bomb-^vefleb  were  to  follow  the  rear  of  thp 

4etaqhnusn^  andrdie  great  (hips  were  to  movje  after  them,  while 

(he  a^my  was  to  bnd  aeaf  llodondello*     The  whole  Service  was 

jperformed  under  Sir  Georges  direSions  with  admirable  condud 

9nd  bravery^  all  the  flups  deftroyed  or  taken,  prodigiaus  damage 

•done  tOvthc  enemy^  and  immenle  wealth  acquired  by  the  allies* 

i^fterwards  the  duke  of  Ornvond,  and  Sir  George  Rooke^  though 

)ie  was  much  iadiipqfed  with  the  gOut^  congratulate  each  other 

^n  this  glorious  fuccefsj,  and  then  continued  their  voyage  home, 

<arrivioj;  faf^y  in  the  Powns  on  the  7th  of  Novembo:^  and  the 

^miral  fbon  after xame  up  to  London  ".• 

While  ^e  jSeet  and  army  were  thus  employed  abroad^  her 
vnajefty  ixad  thought  fit^  from  the  advice  of  her  mioifters,  to  call 
^  new  p^rliame^ckt  at  home,  to  4»eet  on  the  2Qth  of  OAober }  of 
which  paifianient  $ir  George  was^  inliis  abience,  chofen  a  memi^ 
bcr  for  Portsmouth  ^  and«  as  foon  as  he  came  to  take  his  feat  in 
the  houfc^  the  (peakcr  was  dire^d,  in  the  ^ame  ojf  the  jcom* 


n  Bnrchet'i  ii9v4  hiftory^  p.  «i5.  I.OD^n  "Gnette,  N^.  3S50,  3S;8. 
^  >Btir6ct*s  hiftoi^  of  hit  owo  times,  vol.  ii.^,  jf*.  OMmison's  bidory  •f  the 
;Sciiant»*yoL  is*  p,  xpi.  Borchet*s  naval  hiftory,  p.  615.  AqmIs  of  queen  Aom, 
vo).  viiu  p.  36$,  3(4.  Life  of  Sir  George  Rooke,  p.  101.  Xondon  GazctU) 
^^'  3858,  38^ 
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nipns  of  England^  to  return  him  thanb ;  iKrhicU  he  did  in  Ac 
following  terms  ^: 

•         •        • 

f<  SiH  GBOftoft  RookE, 

**  Tou  are  now  returned  to  this  hoofe  after  a  moft  glorions 
*<  expedition  :  her  majefty  began  her  reign  with  a  decIarar!on» 
f'  that  her  hezrt  was  truly  Engliih  ;  and  Heaven  hath  made  her 

V  triumph  over  the  enemies  of  England :  for  this  thanks  lath 
*^  been  returned  in  a  moft  folemn  manner  to  alfnighty  God. 
^  There  remains  yet  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  thofe  who  have  been 
««  the  inftruments  of  fo  Wonderful  a  viftory,  {(he  duke  of  Or- 

V  mpnd  and  yourfelf,  who  had  the  command  oF  the  fea  and  land 
"  forces).  In  former  times  admirals  and  generis  h^vc  had  fuc* 
•'  ce($  againft  France  and  Spain  fcparatelvi  but  this  a£)ion  at 
f*  Vigo  hath  been  a  viAory  over  them  confederated  together ; 

•  '  * 

«*  yoii  have  not  only  fpoiled  the  enemy,  but  enriched  yoorbwn 
•*  coU^ntryj  common  vi^ories  bring  tei'rors  to  tlxc  conquered  ; 
f'  but  you  brought  deflru£lion  upon  tbem^  and  additional 
•«  ftrength  to  England. 

•<  France  hath  endeavoured  to  fupport  its  ^mbrtion  by  thq 
**  riches  of  Indian  your  fuccefs,  Sir,  hath  only  left  thein  the 
**  burden  of  Spain,  and  Gripped  tnem  of  the  afCftance  of  it. 
•<  The  wealth  of  Spain  and  (hips  of  France  are  by  this  viftory 
«  brought  over  to  our  juf^er  caufc.  This  is  an  aflion  (b  glorious 
•«  in  the  performance,  and  fo  extcnfive  in  its  confcqucnce,  that, 
«*  as  all  times  will  prefer ve  the  memory  of  it,  fo  every  day  will 
«*  inform  us  of  the  benefit. 

"  No  doubt,  Sir,  but  in  France  you  nre  written,  in.remarls 
<*  able  chara<rkers,  in  the  black  lift  of  thofe  who  have  taken 
*<  French  gold  ;  and  It  is  juftice  done  to  the  duke  of  Ormond, 
"  and  your  merit,  that  Ihould  ftand  recorded  in  thercgiftcrs  of 
"  this  houfe,  as  the  fole  infirument  of  this  glorious  viilary; 
"  therefore  this  houfe  came  to  the  following  refolution : 

*<  Refolved,  nemine  coutradicente^  That  the  thanks  of  this 
f  <  houfe  be  grven  to  the  duke  of  Ormond,  and  Sir  George  Rooke, 
«  for  the  great  and  fignal  fervicc  performed  by  them,  for  the 
•«  nation,  at  fea  and  land  j  which  thanks  I  now  return  you.* 

•^  The  complete  hiftary  t>{  Europe  frr  the  year  170*,  p.  448.    Ghindkr'f^e^ 
^«tc&,  vol.  ill.  p.  244.     Lil'e  of  Sir  George  Rookc,  p.  116.     ' 

To 
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To  this  Sir  George  Rooke  ahfwered : 

^  Mr.  St»EAs:feR, 

««  I  am  how  under  great  drfficulty  how  to  exprcfs  myfclf  on 
^*  this  very  great  occaiion:  I  think  niyfelf  very  happy,  that,  in 
*«  zeal  and  doty  to  yourfclf,  it  hath  been,  my  good  fortune  to  be 
V  the  inftrumcnt  of  that  which  may  defervc  your  notice,  and 
••  much  more  the  return  of  yoiir  thanks. 

*«  I  am  extremely  Tcnfibh  of  this  great  honour;  and  fliall  take 
*^  all  the  care  I  can  to  prefcrve  it  to  my  grave,  and  convey  it  to 
'•«  my  pofterity,  Without  fpot  or  blemifh,  by  a  conftant  affc£lion, 
«*  aiid  zealous  perfeverancc  in  the  queen's  and  your  fervicel  Sir, 
^*  no  man  hiath  the  command  of  fortune,  but  every  man  hath 
^  virtue  at  his  will;  and  though  I  may  not  always  be  fticcefsful 
*'  in  your  fervicc,  as  upon  this  expedition,  yet  I  may  prcfume  to 
•*  ^ifure,  I  fhall  never  be  more  faulty. 

"  I  muft  repeat  my  inability  to  eiprefs  myfclf  upon  this  occa*. 
'^  fion;  buti  as  1  haVc  a  due  fcnfc  of  the  honour  this  houfc  hath 
'^«  been  jpleafed  t6  do  me,  I  fhall  always  retain  a  due  and  grate- 
«  ful  memory  of  it.  And,  though  my  .duty  and  allegiance  arc 
*<  ftrong  obligations  upon  me  to  do  my  bcft  in  the  fervicc  of  my 
**<  country,  I  (hall  always  take  this  as  a  particular  He  upon  mc 
**  td  do  right  and  juftice  to  your  fervicc  upon  all  occafions/* 

But,  liotwithftandtng  the  qucen*s  having  celebrated  this  aftion 
by  a  day  of  thankfgiving  p,  that  her  example  had  been  imitated 
by  the  States-General  *»,  this  thanks  of  the  houfc  of  commonf?, 
md  the  4ueen's  giving  a  feat  to  Sir  George  Rooke  in  the  privy- 
council  %  it  was  refolved  to  inquire  into  his  conduft  in  the  houfe 
of  lords,  the  reafon  of  which  is  very  candidly  giv^n  by  bifliop 
Burnet* ;  he  tells  us,  that  the  duke  of  Ormowd  was  extremely 
angry  with  Sir  George  Rooke,  had  complained  loudly  of  his 
behaviour  at  Cadiz,  upon  his'k'cturn  home ;  and  though  he  was 
afterwards  foftencd,  that  is,  in  the  bifhop's  opinion,  by  being 
made  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland,  and  fo  willing  to  drop  his  com- 
plaint, yet  he  had  fpoken  of  the  matter  to  fo  many  lords,  that  it 

P  London  Gazette,  N®.  5859,  385*.  ^  London  Gazstte,  N®.  3855. 

»  LondoD  Gazette,  N*^.  58^4.  •  Hiftory  of  hii  own  limes,  val  ii.  p.  347, 

3  E  2  was 
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was  impoffible  to  avoid  an  inquiry,  though  he  mig^t  not  die* 
liefire  it. 

A  committee  was  accordingly  appointed  by  the  hoofe  of  lords 
to  examine  into  the  whole  affair ;  and  they  did  it  very  efieQually^ 
sot  only  by  oonfideying.tbe  inftnidions  and  other  papers  relating 
fO  the  Cadis:  oq^tion,  but  by  fending  but  Sir  George  Roohe, 
mid  the  principal  &z  and  land  officers>  all  «f  wfaooi  were  very 
firiffly  examined*  In  his  defence  the  biOK^  admits, .  thtf  Sir 
George  arraigned  his-  inifarudiona  i«ry  freely,  and  took  very  ]it« 
tie  care  of  »  miniftry,  wfaich,>  according  to  this  prelate^s  accounr, 
took  fo  mncb  care  of  him* 

The  trotli  of  the  matter  was,.  Sir  George  fet  the  whole  afiair 
in  its  proper  ligbt«^  He  (hewed  thaty  throughout  the  whole  ex* 
pedition,  the  enemy  had  great  advantages  t  for,  if  it  was  oonfr 
dered  on  tbe  peaceable  fide,  they  had  a  king  of  Spain^  called  to 
fhe  fucceffion  by  the  will  of  the  laft  king,iaod  acknowledged  by 
the  beft  part  of  the  nation  i  whereas  the  atties  had  not  then  ftt 
up  any  other  kin^  but  invited  the  Spaniards^  in  genesal  tenns> 
to  fupport  tbe  intereft  of  the  houft  of  Auftria^  which  was  very 
mconfiftent  wkh  tbe  temper  and  genius  of  a  nation  always  di^ 
SiDguiflied  for  their  loyalty  :^  that,  o»  tbe  fide  of  war»  the  in- 
ftruftions  feemed  to  concradift  tbemfelves  $  for^  whereas  thcj 
were  impowered  to  ufe  boftiUties,  the  declaration  promifed  peace 
and  protefUon  ^ ;  that,  confequently,  whoever  executed  thdc  in* 
ftruftions,  would  be  liable  either  to*  a  charge  of  Ibewiag  too 
much  pity  and  concerft  fer  ihofe  people,  or  of  not  7&mg  vigo» 
foully  in  the  fupport  of  the  common  caufe ;  a«d  Sir  George  ob- 
ferved,  that,  by  endeavouring  to  avoid  giving  grounds  for  dther^ 
he  had  drawn  upon  himfclf  both  thefi:  charges* 

for,  whereas  be  inclined  to  gentle  methods  when  they  firA 
eame  before  tbe  pbcei.  the  eonftru&ion  given  to  this  was,  that 
he  intended  only  to  amufe  and  make  a  flxw,  but  that,  finding 
this  indulgence  had  no  cSkUt,  and  thaSy  aftes  the  outrages  com- 
initted  at  f^ort  St.  Maries^  there  was  nothing  tabe  hoped  fer 
from  the  Spaniards,  he  propofed  bombetding  tbe  place ;  which 
muft  have  fucceeded,  but  tbat  the  prince  of  Hefie  Darmftadc 

•  S«e  the  declaration  pgblimed  by  tbe  dokc  of  Oraioikl  «t  kif  Mk  covinf  os 
the  Speoifli  coaft,  dited  the  >ift  of  Aug.  N.  S.  in  chc  Loadon  0axctte»  N**.  384r 
Hie  tomplets  biftor;  of  laropsfor  t^%,  p»  >iit 

protciied 
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fffvtefted  againft  this,  asan  adion  that  woald  alienate  tfie  people 
entirely  from  the  intereft  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria  ^  he  then 
thought  that,  as  fair  means  would  do  nothing,  and  force  was 
not  to  be  tried,  the  only  meafore  left  was  to  return  home.  The 
comoitttee  made  their  report,  and  the  houfe  paffcd  a  vote, 
which  fufiy  juftifiei  Sir  George  Rooke^s  conduA^  the  duke 
thinking  it  proper  to  be  abfent  upon  that  occaiion  *• 

in  the  year  1703  Sir  George  Rooke  was  again  at  (ea,  but 
waited  fo  long  for  the  Dutch^  that  the  (cheme,  which  was  a  terf 
good  one,  and  entirely  of  bis  own  projeAing,  became  imprac^ 
ticabk ;  and  as  he  was  reftraincd  from  falling,  when  he  de* 
fired,  by  orders  from  the  lord  high-admiral,  fo  be  had  ordera 
for  (ailing,  when  he  thought  the  proper  time  was  paft ;  which, 
however,  he  obeyed,  and  continued  for  about  a  month  upon  the 
French  coafts ;  and,  having  greatly  alarmed  them,  returned  back 
with  the  fleet,  having  done  lefs,  indeed,  than  he  could  have 
wilhed,  but  not  leis  than  might  have  been  expeded  from  a  fleet 
in  fuch  a  condition  as  his  was,  failing  fo  hte  in  the  year  ^.  His 
enemies  indeed  faid  then,  as  they  Grid  often,  that  be  intended  t^ 
do  nothing ;  which  can  fcarce  be  believed,  fince  he  was  extreme** 
ly  ill  when  he  took  the  command  upon  him ;  growing  woric, 
defired  to  i^eSgn  it ' ;  but  afterwards,  finding  himfelf  better,  put 
to  fea  7.  This  certainly  looked  as  if  he  had  the  expedition 
much  at  heart ;  for,  though  fome  men  triSe  with  the  afTairs  of 
their  country,  yet  certainly  no  man,  who  had  common  fenfc> 
ever  played  the  fool  with  his  own  health  and  fafety  K 


«  The  moO  natnral  account  of  the  ^oke*«  behaviour  if,  that  when  ht  faw  the 
«nre«fonabiencfs  of  hif  own  heat,  and  the  jnftice  of  the  admirars  fentimenrs> 
dearly  nade  our^  he  was  afliamcd  of  the  tronbte  he  bad  given  the  houfie,  and,  «« 
a  roan  cf  honour,  retired,  that  hif  prefence  might  not  pat  any  of  hu  fftendc 
snder  diiEcnlcief.  It  muft  be  likeaiie  obferved,  that  the  hovie  of  lords  was  not 
at  all  difpofed  to  favour  Rookc*t  parry,  bat  rather  the  cootrary,  at  appears  by  th« 
whole  proceedings  of  that  ie/Tion ;  fo  that  nothing  can  be  more  partul  than  («> 
afcribe  this  vote  to  partiality* 

*  Bnrchet's  naval  hiftory,  book  v.  cb.  13.  The  complete  hiftrry  of  Europe 
for  IJ03,  Life  <»f  Sir  George  Rooke,  p.  iij^,  London  Gazette,  N^.  3906,  3907, 
391 1.  «  L-»ndon  Gazette,  N®,  391 »-  ^   London  Gazette^  N**.i9i4. 

*  iondon  Gazette,  N'^.  5917,  spij.     Sec  vul.  iii.  p.  38,  jf. 

On 
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On  his  return  Sir  George  had  a  fevqre  fit  of  .the  gDistj  yahkh 
obliged  him  to  go  down  to  Bath*  i  and  then  it  was  givoi  aau 
that  he  did  this  becaufe  he  was  laid  afide.  Qqt  the  contrary  very 
fpeedily  appeared  $  paEty^meaifures  were  not  yet  fo  fbongly  fop> 
.ported  as  to  produce  any  event  like  this,  apd  tbereforey  i^n 
liis  coming  to  town  again^  Sir  Geofge  w^  as  well  rei;cived  ai 
Icourt  as  everi  ftood  in  the  fame  light  with  his  rojal  highncA 
the  lord  high-admiral»  and  was  foon  after  employed  in  a  Ilation 
worthy  of  bis  charader,  and  of  ihc  high  pofts  he  ha4  abcadf 
Med  ^ 

A  refolution  having  been  taken  by  the  Britifli  miniftry  to  faU 
4>ver  king  Charles  III.  of  Spain  on  board  our  deet^  in  the  fpring 
of  the  year  1 704,  choice  was  made  of  Sir  George  Rooke  to  c<Kn- 
mand  the  fbips  of  war  employed  for  that  purpofe  $  ami  he  (hew- 
cd  himfclf  extremely  a£live  and  vigilant  in  thb  fervice^.  He  was 
at  Portfmouth  in  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  Febmary^  wfaeie 
he  did  every  thing  that  could  be  expe£Ud  from  him  to  haftea 
the  expedition ;  but  finding  that  the  Dutch  were  backward  in 
fending  the  ihips  that  were  to  have  joined  the  fleet,  and  that  the 
king  was  extremely  eager  to  be  gone,  he  very  gencroufljr  made 
a  propofal  for  the  furtherance  of  that  defign ;  .which  {hews  him 
to  have  been  as  hearty  towards  the  common  c;;sufe  as  any  admi- 
ral then  living ;  for  he  offered  to  proceed  with  hb  Catholic  ma- 
]e(ly»  without  waiting  for  the  Dutch,  if  he  could  have  afiurance 
given  him,  that  he  fliould  have  proper  ailiftance  fent  after  him 
to  Lifbon  f  and  this  aflurance,  upon  which  he  infifled,  was  no- 
thing more  than  putting  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel  at  the  head  of 
that  reinforcement. 


^  Sir  GeoTpe  retorned  In  St.  Helen's  on  the  iti  of  Jane  with  the  fleet.  L«>n- 
Ion  Gaiecte,  N''.  391  j<     8urcbec*s  naval  hiflory»  p.  tf4(. 

*>  I  have  ilready  given  a  ftiil  account  uf  this  matter,  and  therefore  It  U  oooe- 
cefTary  to  detain  the  reader  long  upon  it  here.  I  cannot,  however;  help  iotim«- 
ting,  that  there  fccms  to  have  been  fome  fecret  at  the  bottom  of  this  undertaking 
with  which,  hithert(\  the  w  rid  is  not  thoroughly  acquaiiued,  and  thercfoic 
Cannot  fo  perfif^ly  judjfc  of  the  admirart  condu^l ;  it  may  he,  poftcrity  will  ob- 
tain, from  memoirs  not  hitherto  pulili(bed,  an  exa^  detail  of  the  mAnagqneot  uf 
the  war  in  Sp.iin,  wliich  wonld  bring  many  fiiigular  pafl'igci  t.i  light. 

<  Buinet*s  hil^ory  cf  his  own  ti&ct|  Vw>l,  ii,  p.  3S4.  0:dmtxoa.  Boy«r*«  li/e 
cf  ^uccn  Anoc« 

Thtt 
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Vthh  propofition  was  accepted,  and  Sir  George  failed  on  the 
|2tfi  of  February^,  frtm  St.  Helen's,  and  corttinucd  his  voy- 
age fo  happily  to  Lifbon,  that  he  arrived  there  fafcly  on  the 
Ijtli ;  the  ling  of  Spain  cxpreflGng  the  higheft  fatisfaflion  ia 
r^efp^  to  the  adintral,  and  the  zeal  and  diligence  he  had  Ihewn 
in  his  fcrvfcc*.    Wat  this  proceeded  entirely  from  fentiments 
jjf  public  fpirit,  and  not  from  any  views  of  ingratiating  himfclf 
^ith  Aat  mons^rch,  or  any  other  foreign  prince,  is  evident  from 
Sir  George's  refufing  to  gratify  the  kings  of  Spain  and  Portu- 
gal, in  a  point  of  ceremony  which  he  thought  injurious  to  the 
honour  of  the  Brltifli  flag,  of  which  we  have  given  a  large 
accdunt  m  the  former  part  of  this  volume ;  and  yet  neither  of 
the  kitrgs  took  this  at  all  amifs,  but  treated  him  with  the  fame 
regard  and  efteetn  as  before '. 

"^Ticn  the  expedition  againft  Barcelona  was  firft  fet  on  foot, 
Sir  George  Rooke  immediately  concurred  to  the  utmoft  of  his 
powci*,  and  the  flfeet  arrived  fafely  before  that  city  in  the  begin- 
ning of  May  J  the  troops  on  bojlrd  were,  with  great  difficulty, 
made  op  two  thoufand  men,  by  Volunteers  from  the  fleet;  and 
yet,  with  this  handful  of  forces,  the  place  might  pofBbly  have 
been  taken,  if  the  partisans  of  the  houfe  of  Auflria,  inflead  of 
holding  private  confultations,  had  ventured  upon  fome  vigorous 
refolotion,  and  ejtecuted  it  immediately  '  i  but  they  met  fo  of- 
ten, and  to  ^o  little  purpofe,  that  king  Philip's  viceroy  difcover- 
ed  the  defign,  and  arrefled  the  perfons  who  were  at  the  head 
of  it ;  which  fruftrated  the  whole  afTair,  and  engaged  even  the 

A  fitKbet'4  bml  ^iftory,  book  r.  dia|).  jcvK    Loud.  G^z.  N^.  ^pp}. 

c  TMt  prince  prefented  Sir  George  Rotke  with  a  fword,  the  hilt  of  which 
wts  Tct  with  diamonds ;  a  backle  for  a  hatband,  adorned  in  lilce  manner,  and  al(b 
a  button  and  loop.  He  gave  captain  Wifbart  his  pi^ure  fet  with  diamond!,  and 
two  hundred  guineas.  One  hundred  guir.eas  to  Sir  George  Rooke's  /ccrctary, 
and  various  other  prefents  to  the  reft  of  the  officers. 

i  See  vol.  iii,  P-  ^9« 

S  Here  fomethitig  mtght  have  been  d^ne,  if  there  had  been  a  fnificieat  nam* 
bcr  of  land  forces ;  for  the  people  were  enough  inclined  to  rcvoir,  if  they  bad  not 
beeo  deterred  by  their  fears.  My  Spaniib  author  paints  this  finely ;  the  male. 
cootcots,  fays  he,  darft  not  join  (o  fmall  a  body  of  troops,  and  fo  (permanecio 
pay^rameMte  fitt  la  frtvinciaj  the  proTiQce  tcinaincd  loy al,  with  the  beA  will  ia 
the  vorld  td  have  a^cd  othcnvife^ 

gallant 


fc^ 
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gallant  and  cnterprizing  prince  cf  Heflc  Darmftadt^  to  define 
the  admiral  to  re-embark  the  troopsi  which  he  acoonlbiglf 
did^ 

The  attempt  en  Barcelona  luwing  thus  mifiurricd,  the  adoii- 
ral,  though  not  joined  by  the  reinforcement  firtun  Engbod* 
chaced  the  Breft  iquadron  into  Toulon  ^  and  having  afterwards 
f  afled  through  the  Streights*mouth,  joined  Sir  CtoaddLcj  Sbo- 
"vel,  with  the  fleet  nnder  his  commandt  off  Lagos  ^  and  conti* 
fiued  cruizing  for  about  a  months  in  cxpcAation  of  orders  from 
home,  or  from  the  court  of  Spain.  On  the  17  th  of  Jul j^  be- 
ing in  the  road  of  Tetuan^  a  council  of  war  was  called^  in 
which  ieveral  fchemes  were  examined^  but  were  all  found  to 
Ik  impra£licable ;  at  laftj  Sir  George  Rooke  propofed  the  at- 
tacking of  Gibraltar,  which  was  agreed  xo^  and  ioimcdiatelf 
put  in  execution i  for^  the  fleet  arriving  there  on  the  aifl  of 
tlie  fame  roionth^  the  troops^  which  were  but  eighteen  hundred 
men,  were  landed  the  fame  day;  the  admiral  gaYC  the  fignal 
for  cannonading  the  place  on  the  22d9  and,  bf  the  glorious 
courage  of  the  Engliih  feamen*  the  place  was  taken  on  the  24th» 
as  xhe  jreader  will  lee  b^  Sir  l&eorge  ^ooke'^  own  account  *, 

which 


*  Bordief  •  nayil  hiftorf,  p«  ^o,  €7$,  47 tf.  Bnrret'f  liHlorf  «€  l«g  o«« 
tkncs,  woU  tu  p.  388.  The  complere  hiftory  of  £uropc,  for  S704,  p.  2§^  Life 
«f  Sir  George  Rooke,  p.  laj.    l.ondon  Otzecte,  N^.  ^18,  403^* 

i  This  If  to  ibe  foand  in  the  London  Owette,  If°.  4041,  %nd  wboearer  coofideis 
the  ctMirrqneoce  of  this  aAton,  and  compires  it  «rith  the  moddRy  of  Sir  Gcor^ 
Rooke*!  expredtonf,  will  need  no  other  cbar»fter  of  the  man. 

«*  The  17th  of  J«iy,  the  4)oet  twang  then  abont  ftycn  lei^gMCi  to  the  mttwui 
**  of  Tetuta,  t  council  of  wir  was  held  oa  board  the  Koyal  Catherine^  wbcia- 
-**  in  it  was  refolvefl  to  make  a  fudden  attempt  upon  Gibraltar;  and  accord- 
**  ingly  the  llect  failed  thither,  and  the  sift  got  into  that  bavj  and,  st  thne 
*'  o'clock  io  the  afternooo^  the  marines,  Englilh  and  Dutch,  to  the  nwnker 
^<  of  f  600,  with  the  prince  of  HlIH:  at  the  head  of  iheai,  were  pat  od  fliofc 
^*  00  the  neck  of  land  to  the  northward  of  the  town,  to  cut  off  aiif  flMaoo- 
**  nication  with  the  conntiy.  His  htghneff  having  polled  iiii  m^n  there^  ftat 
**  a  fommont  to  the  governor  to  ibrrender  the  plaoe,  for  the  liervioa  of  his 
^  Catholic  maiefty;  vhicfa  he  refcAed  with  great  obiHoacfj  the  admiral,  oa 
**  the  vid  In  the  morning,  gave  orders  that  the  flilps  which  had  bee«  appoiac« 
•**  ed  to  cattnonide  the  town,  ander  the  command  of  rear^dmical  Bfag,  aad 
^*  ^ear-admiral  Vaoderduflen,  as  alfo  tbofe  whi<;|li  were  to  batter  the  feoth 
"**  mole  head,  commanded  by  captain  Hicka  of  the  Yarmoptfa,  flioald  raage 
^  xhcmraives  accordiii^ly^  hot-  ihp  wind  ^J^lpg  contrafy^   they  could  not 

"  poflibly 
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which  we  hai^  placed  at  ..the  boftoro  .of  the  pag[e.  After  this 
remarkable  fervice,  the  Dutch  admiral  thought  of  nothiDg  but 
returniDg  hoine»  and  actually  detached  &x  men  of  war  to  IaC- 
bon  ;  fo  little  appearance  Was  there  of  any  engagement. 

iBut, 

*'  poffibly  g^t  into  their  places,  till  the  day  was  fpent.  In  the  ineao  time,  to 
**  aoiufe  the  eneinv,  captain  Whitaker  was  fent  viith  fome  boati,  who  burnt  & 
•*  French  pri»atccr  of  twelve  gur«  at  the  mole.  The  ajd,  foon  after  break  of 
**  day,  the  (h\pt  being  all  placed,  the  admiral  gave  the  fignal  for  begiooing 
**  the  cannonade:  which  was  pexformfd  with  veiy  ^rcat  fury,  abotfc  1 5,^000 
y  (hot  being  made  in  five  or  Tix  nouts  time  againft  the  town,  iAfomuch  thaC 
"  the  enemy  were  foon  beat  from  their  gun«,  efpedally  at  the  f-uth  mole- 
**  fteadt  ¥>hn'ca|>on  the  adroiral,  cr.nfidering  that  by  gaining  ch?  f  rtificatioa 
"  they  fhould  of  confequeace  reduce  the  town,  ordered  captain  Whilakcr^ 
**  with  all  the  boats,  armed,  to  endeavoor  to  po(fe*s  himfelfofit:  which  was 
"  performed  with  great  expedition.  But  captain  Hicks,  anJ  captaia  Jumper, 
**  who  Uy  neit  the  mole,  had  pufhed  sfhore  with  their  pinr.accs,  and  fome 
"  other  boats,  before  the  rtft  couSd  ome  np ;  whereopon  the  eaemy  fprang  « 
<*  mine,  that  bkw  up  the  fbrttficationB  upon  the  mole,  killed  two  lieateran(s» 
*'  and  about  forty  men,  and  wounded  about  fixty.  HoAcver,  our  men  kept 
"  pofleifion  of  the  great  platform  which  they  had  made  themfclves  maHers  of, 
**  and  captaiA  Whifaker  landed  with  the  reft  of  the  feamen  which  had  beed 
''  ordered  upon  this  fernce;  they  advanced,  a'^d  took  ■  redcabt,  or  fmaU 
**  ballion,  half  way  between  the  mole  and  the  town,  and  podelfei  themfelve^ 
"  of  many  of  the  enemy's  cannon.  The  admiral  then  fent  a  letier  to  the  go* 
*'  vemor,  and  at  the  fame  time  a  roeffage  to  the  pfince  of  Heffe  to  fen  J  to  him  a 
*'  peremptory  fommons ;  which  hi<i  bighnela  did  accordingly ;  and  on  tke  a4th 
*'  in  thft  morning*,  the  go%ernor  defiriog  to  capitolate,  hoftages  were  ezchan^ed^ 
**  and  the  capitolatton  being  concluded,  the  prince  marched  into  the  town  in  the 
**  evening,  and  took  ptrfleili^n  of  the  hnd  and  nortb-mole  gates,  and  t't*e  out-wotkf, 
<'  The  articles  arfe  in  fohftance  as  follow  : 

I,  That  the  garrifon,  officers  and  foJdiers,  may  depart,  with  their  neceffary 
a  ms  and  baggage^  and  the  office  s  and  otKer  gentlemen  of  the  town  may  alio  catry 
their  boifcs  with  them  ^  they  may  tikewiie  h«ve  i^huc  boats  they  iballh^ve  occafiun 
for. 

II,  That  they  may  take  put  of  the  garr*'on  three  pieces  of  brafs  cannon,  of  dif- 
ferent weight,  with  twelve  charges  of  powder  and  ball, 

ITT.  That  they  may  take  proviBona  of  bread,  wine,  and  flefb,  for  fix  daya 
sna^h. 

IV.  That  none    of  the    officers    baggage    be  fearc^e',    ahhough  it  T>e  carii«*d 
out  in  che(ls  or  trunk".     That   the  gairifon  depart  in   three  day* ;   »n4  fi  ch   o^' 
their  aecenTaries  at  they  cannot  ca:ry  out  with  conven'ency,  may  rennain  in  the 
garriipn,  and    be   afier^tards  fent    for;   ar.d   chat  ihzy  ihall  have  ihtf    liberty   to 
make  ufe  of  fume  carts. 

Vol.  III.  3  F  Y.  Thit 
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Buv  on  iht  $th  of  Augtsft,  the  French  fleets  nttdst  tfar 
eomcnatnd  of  the  count  de  Thottloufe,  was  firft  feen  at  fea,  aad 
appeared  to  he  by  much  the  firongeft  that  had  been  Cfpitppcd 
during  this  whole  wari  the  Englifh  admiral,  howrrer,  reared 
to  do  all  that  lay  in  his  power  to  force  an  engagement.  I  have 
already  given  a  fair  account  ^  of  the  battle  which  followed  off 
l^alaga,  and  alfo  the  relation  publiflied  by  the  French  covrt  ; 
But  I  purpofely  referved  Sir  George  Rooke^s  owir  account,  as 
publifhed  by  authority,,  for  thb  place,  to  whkb^  indeed,  k 
properly  belongs.  It  was  dated  from  on  board  the  Royal  Ka- 
therine,  off  Cape  St.  Vincent,  Auguft  ay,  O.  &  1704^  and 
addreflcd  to  his  royal  highneis  prince  George  ef  Deiunark '. 
It  runs  thost 

<«  On  the  9th  inftant,  returning  from  watering  onrAdps  00 
*<  the  ceaft  of  Barbary,  to  Gibraltar,  with  Kttle  wind  cafteriy, 
^<  our  fcouts  to  the  windward  made  the  fignab  of  feeing  the 
^  enemy^5  fleet  v  whivh,  according  to  the  accomtf  thejr  gave^ 
*<  confifted  of  (iaty-&i  fsiil,  and  were  about  ten  leagues  to 
^<  windward  of  us.  A  council  of  flag-officers  was  called^ 
««  wherein  it  was  determined  to  lie  to  the  eaflward  of  Gibral* 
^<  tar,  to  i^ceive  and  engage  them.  But  perceivifig  that  nighty 
**  by  the  report  of  their  fignal  guns,  that  they  wrought  from 

V.  That  fuch  inhftUtantf,  aii4  foUicM^  tn^  oflMeri  of  iIm  tomm,  ■•  mim  wiUhf 
to  remain  there,  Iball  have  tho  fane  prtvilegci  they  eajoipd  ia  the  liaM  of 
Charlcc  II.  an4  their  religioii  and  tribonaU  ihall  reBiin  untoochcdr  upon  coodkioa 
that  chcjr  Uke  an  oi±  of  fidelity  to  klikf  Charlei  III.  m  their  lAwf«i  kiz^  wai 
ni'fter. 

VI.  That  they  Aall  difcofrr  a))  their  niagaemes  of  powder,  nd  other  amaooi- 
Cion,  or  proviftons  and  irma,  that  may  be  io  the  city. 

Vfl.  That  all' the  French,  and  ftfbjtAi  of  the  Fiuich  king,  are  exclodci  froa 
•oy  part  of  thtffc  capi\alationt»  and  aU'their  ctfefta  fliall  rcmaio  it  o«r  dKpofal,  asd 
their  perfoDf  prifoaenof  war. 

'*  The  town  ii  eztrrmrly  flrong,  and  had  an  huodred  guni  mooottd,  a8 
"  ficing  the  fraf>  and  the  two  narrow  paflca  to  the  Und,  and  wia  wcO  fepplicd 
**  with  ammuDttion.  Tl  e  oflieeia,  who  hmre  viewed  the  foit^ficatitM^  aflknr, 
'**  there  ncter  was  fuch  an  attack  at  the  feamcn  made}  for  that  fifty  mca  mighc 
**  have  defended  ihofe  woikf  againft  thoofands*  Ever  fince  oor  coming  to  thabay, 
«*  great  nuimhert  of  Spaniarda  have  appeared  on  the  billii  hot  none  of  them  hate 
<<  thought  fit  to  advance  towards  ui.** 

fe^  See  ¥oL  lit.  pb  Cr.  t  See  the  tend.  Gat,  N^.  4054. 
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^  us,  W€  followed  them  b  the  morning,  wkh  aU  the  fail  wc 
^  could  make. 

**  On  the  I  itb,  we  forced  one  of  the  eneogiy's'ftips  allicre, 

4c  oeur  Fueagorolo^  the  crew  quitted  her*  fet  her  on  fire,  and 

•<  &e  blew  up  immediately.  We  continued  ftUl  purf^iing  them  i 

^  and  the  lath,  not  hearing  any  of  their  guns  all  night,  nor 

^<  feeing  any  of  their  fcouta  in  the  morning,  our  admiral  had  a 

*<  jeatoufy  th^  mighc  make  a  double,  and,  by  the  help  of 

««  their  gaUies,  flip  between  us  and  the  (bore  to  the  weftward  : 

^  fo  that  a  council  of  war  was  called,  wherein  it  was  refolved, 

^<  That,  in  cafe  we  did  BOt  fee  the  enemy  before  night»  we 

<<  fliould  make  the  beft  of  our  way  to  Gibraltar^  but  (landing 

^<  in  to  the  (hore  about  noon,  we  difcovered  the  enemy's  fleet 

^<  and  gallies  to  tb^  weftward,  near  Cape  Malaga,  going  very 

^*  large.    We  immediately  made  all  the  iail  we  could,  andcon^ 

«<  tinned,  the  chace  all  night. 

«  On  Sunday  the  13th,  in  the  morning^  we  were  wathin 
«  three  leagues  of  the  enemy,  who  brought  to,  with  their 
«<  heads  to  the  foutbward,  the  wind  being  eaftefly,  formed 
'<  their  line  and  iay  to  to  receive  lis.  Their  line '  cbnfi/jted 
•<  of  fifty'-two  (hips,  and  twenty^four  gallies  j  they  were  very 
•<<  ftrong  in  the  centre,  and  weaker  in  the  van  and  rear,  to  fup- 
<<  ply  which,  moft  of  the  gallies  were  divided  into  thofe  quarr>. 
<<  ters.  In  the  eeoter  was  monfiear  ^e  Thouloufe,  witb  the 
<<  white  fquadroa  ^  in  the  van  the  white  and  Uue,  and  in  the 
<(  rear  the  blue;  each  admira}  had  his  vice  and  rear-admirals: 
**  our  line  confifted  of  fifty-three  fliips,  the  admiral,  and  rear- 
<<  admirals  Byng  and  Oilkes,  being  in  the  center ;  Sir  Cloudetr 
^  ley  Shovel  and  Sir  John  Leake  led  the  van,  and  the  Dutch 
«<  the  rear, 

«  The  admiral  ordered  the  Swallow  and  Panther,  with  the 
*«  Lark  and  Newport,  and  two  fire-ihips,  to  lie  to  th^  wind- 
<<  ward  Qtf  us,  that,  in  cafe  the  enemy's  van  fliould  pufli  through 
^<  our  line  with  their  gallies  ai^d  fire-fliips,  they  might  give 
«<  them  fome  diirerGon. 

«  We  bore  dpwn  upon  the  enemy  in  order  of  battle,  a  little 
'(  after  ten  o'clock,  when  being  about  half  gun-fliot  from  them, 
i*  they  fet  all  their  fails  at  once,  and  feemed  to  intend  to  (Iretch 
f^  a-head  And  weather  us,  fo  that  our  admiral,  after  firing  a 

3^2  «<  phacc- 
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^  chace*gun  at  the  Erench  admiral,  to  ftay  for  him,  of  wkkh 
**  he  took  no  notice,  put  the  fignai  out,  and  began  the  battie, 
**  vhich  fell  very  heavy  on  the  Royal  Katherine,  St.  George, 
<<  and  the  Shrewfl>ury.  About  two  in  the  afternoon,  the  ene* 
^*  my's  van  gave  way  to  ours,  and  the  battle  ended  with  the 
**  day,  when  the  enemy  went  away,  by  the  help  of  their  gaU 
<<  lies,  to  the  leeward.  In  the  night  the  wind  (bifted  to  the 
*<  northward,  and  in  the  morning  to  the  weftward,  which  gave 
*<  the  enemy' the  wind  of  us.  We  lay  by  all  day,  within  three 
**  leagues  one  of  another,  repairing  our  defedb ;  and  at  night 
•<  they  filled  and  flood  to  the' northward* 

«  On  the  15th,  in  the  morning,  the  enemy  was  got  four  or 
*<  five  leagues  to  the  weftward  of  Us;  but  a  little  before  noon 
^<  we  had  a  breeze  of  wind  eafterly,  with  which  we  bore  down 
*^  on  them  till  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon :  it  being  too  late 
<<  to  engage,  we  brought  to,  and  lay  by  with. our  heads  to  the 
*«  northward  al]  night:  '     ' 

"  On  the  i6ch,  in  the  morning,  the  wind  being  ftill  eaficrly, 
^<,  hazy  weather,  and  having  no  fight  of  the  enemy  or  their 
«  fcouts,  we  filled  and  bore  away  to  the  weftward,  fuppofing 
**  they  would  have  gone  awty  for  Cadiz ;  but  being  adviied 
«  from  Gibraltar,  and  the  coali  of  Barbary,  that  they  did  not 
*<  pafs  the  Strcights,  wc  concluded  they  had  been  to  feverdy 
**  treated  as  to  oblige  them  to  return  to  Toulon. 

<«  The  admiral  fays,  he  muft  do  the  officers  the  juftice  to  fay, 
"  that  every  man  in  fhc  line  did  his  duty,  without  giving  the 
<«  lea  ft  umbrage  for  ccnfure  or  refleftion,  and  that  he  never 
••  obferved  the  true  Englifh  fpirit  fo  apparent  and  prevalent  in 
'««  our  fc2men  as  on  this  occafion. 

•*  This  battle  is  fo  much  the  more  glorious  to  her  majefty^ 
«  arms,  becaufe  the  enemy  had  a  fuperiority  of  fix  hundred 
*'  great  guns,  and  likewife  the  advantage  of  cleaner  fliips,  be- 
<«  iiig  lately  come  out  of  port,  not  to  mention  the  great  ufe  of 
««  their  gallics,  in  towing  on  or  off"  their  great  (hips,  and  in 
**  fupplying  them  with  frefli  men,  as  often  as  they  had  any  kil- 
**  led  or  difabled.  But  all  thefe  di fad  vantages  were  furmoumcd 
««  by  the  bravery  and  good  conduft  of  our  officers,  and  the  un- 
"  daunted  courage  of  our  fcamen.** 

On 
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^  On  the  return  of  Sir  George  Rooke  to  Portfmouthi  and  co- 
ming up  from  thence  to  Windfor,  where  the  court  then  refided^ 
he  was  extremely  well  received  by  the  queen,  and  his  royal 
highne^  the  lord  high-admiral "".  But,  unluckily  for  him,  the 
battle. off  Malaga  was,  fome  way  or  other,  compared  to  that 
of  Blenheim,  fought  the  fame  year  \  which  made  the  matter  of 
fa&  a  point  of  party-debate,  and  in  the  addrcffcs  fent  up  from 
all  parts  of  her  inajefty's  dominions,  the  Whigs  took  all  ima- 
ginable care  to  magnify  the  duke  of  Marlborough's  fuccefs, 
Without  faying  a  word  of  the  viftory  at  f(?a  j  whereas  the  To- 
ries were,  equally  zealous  in  their  compliments  upon  boih'^; 
;ind,  to  fay  the  truth,  both  of  thefe  battles  were  decifive ; 
that  of  Blenheim  put  an  end  ^^  the  influence  of  France  in  the 
empire,  as  that  off  Malaga  extinguifhed  the  French  power  at 
fea. 

Amongft  thefe  addreffes,  the  following  was  the  moft  remark* 
able;  it  was  prefenced  by  Sir  Richard  Vyvyan,  bart.  and  James 
BuUcr,  Efq;  knights  of  the  (hire  for  the  county  of  Cornwall, 
attended  by  the  reprefentatives  of  boroughs  in  that  county,  and 
the  principal  gentry,  introduced  by  the  lord  Granville,  lord- 
warden  of  the  ftannarics  :  the  ad^refs  itfelf  being  penned  by  a 
relation  of  his,  whofc  waitings  will  always  do  honour  to  tbo 
tnglifh  language  ^. 

«  To  the  QUEEN'S  moft  excellent  majefty: 

<!  Permit,  madam,  the  landlords,  bounders,  adventurers, 
**  and  whole  body  of  the  tinners  of  Cornwall,  with  hearts  full 
*«  of  all  dutiful  acknowledgments,  to  approach  your  majefty, 
f<  who  want  words  to  exprcfs  their  gratitude,  their  joy,  their 
"  admiration,  for  the  wonderful  fuccefs  of  your  majefty's  arms, 
<«  under  the  condu£l  of  his  grace  the  duke  of  Marlborough. 

«  Never  was  fuccefs  greater  in  all  its  circumftanccs,  a  defign 
"  more  fecretly  carried  on,  fo  cffeflually  fupported  from  home. 

*  Lord.m  Caze'te,  N®.  4058.  "  Bifliop  Burners  hiftary  of  his  own 

times,    Tol.  ir.   p.   391.      Bjjer's  life  of   queen   Anne,    p.    154.      Oldmixoii't 
hilory  of  the  Stuarts,  vol.  ii.  p.  340^  341.     Life  of  Sir  George  Kooke,  p.iJS* 
'  «»  Loni.  Oa2.  N^  4074. 
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**  fo  vigoroufly  executed  abroad,  on  whkh  ao  left  tliatt  die  fi» 
«<  beity  of  Earope  depended;  a  canfe  worthy  the  bcft  €i  pr»» 
<<  cesy  a  vidory  worthy  the  greateft  of  generals  which  will 
'<  tranfcHfit  to  aU  future  ages  your  majefty't  name  tmly  fftak  \ 
**  great  fat  deliverance,  not  for  o]^effion» 

«<  But  it  is  not  enough  that  your  oiajefty  tciomplia  at  land  ; 
«  to  complete  your  glory,  your  forces  at  fea  have  Ukewife  done 
«  wonders*  A  fleet  (o  much  inferior,  in  (b  iKa  coBditkm*  by 
^<  being  fo  long  out,  in  fuch  want  of  ammuniiion,  by  taking 
<<  Gibraltar  without  gallies,  which  were  of  fe  great  fervice  te 
* <  the  enemy :  all  thefc  difadvantages  confidered,  nothing  ccr* 
*<  taioly  could  equal  the  cooduA  of  your  admiral,  the  faraTcry 
'<  of  your  officers,  the  courage  of  jour  feamen  during  the  en- 
^<  gagement,  but  their  condudl,  their  bravery,  and  their  coa* 
*<  rage  after  it,  whereby  they  perfe£led  a  vijiiory,  whkh  other* 
^<  wife,  in  human  probability,  muft  have  ended  in  an  overthrow ; 
<<  an  a£tion  as  great  in  itfelf  as  hdppy  in  its  coniequences* 

<<  May  your  majefty  fiever  want  fuch  commanders  by  fea  and 
^>  land,  focli  adminiftration  in  the  management  of  the  public 
<<  treafure,  which  fo  much  contributes^  to  the  fucceft  of  armies 
<'  and  of  fleets^ 

*<  May  your  majefty  nevqr  want  (what  fure  you  never  can) 
<<  the  hearts,  the  hands,  the  purfes,  of  all  your  people.  Had 
<<  not  we  (madam)  of  this  county  inherited  the  loyalty  of  oor 
'<  anceftors,  (which  your  majefty  has  been  pleaied  fo  g^'acioofly 
<<  to  remember),  fuch  obligations  muft  have  engaged  the  utmoft 
<*  rcfpefl ;  and  fuch  all  of  us  will  ever  pay  to  your  facred  per* 
s<  fon  and  government,  as  whh  one  voifie  we  daily  pray.  Long 
<<  LivB  Queen  ANNE,  to  whom  many  nation^  owe  their 
*<  prefcrvation/* 

I'bis,  and  fome  other  addrefles  of  the  like  nature,  alarme^ 
the  miniftry  eitremely}  and  tbcy  took  fo  much  pains  to  hinder 
bir  George  Rooke  from  receiving  the  compliments  ufual  upon 
fuch  fuccefles,  that  it  became  viGble  be  muft  either  give  way  or 
a  change  very  fpeedily  happen  in  the  adminiftration.  Tet  even 
ilie  weight  of  the  miniftry  could  not  prevent  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons from  complimenting  the  queen,  exprefsly  upon  the  advan« 
tngcs  obtained  at  fca  under  the  condu£t  of  our  admiral ;  but  the 
hoiifc  of  ]f>tiiy  wUq  were  under  a  qfio^e  iDimediate  influence  at 

tha: 
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ftiat  timci  was  entirely  fiknt  i  the  commonsi  however,  as  if 
thqr  intended  to  pufli  this  matter  as  far  as  it  would  go,  prefent-' 
ed  another  addrefii  on  the  -ad  of  November,  in  which  they  de- 
fired  her  majefty  to  beftow  a  bounty  upon  the  feamen  and  land-* 
forces,  who  had  behaved  thcmfelves  fo  gallantly  in  the  late  ac-^ 
tions  at  fea  and  land  K 

This  determined  the  point,  and  Sir  George  Rooke  perceiving 
that,  as  he  rofe  in  credit  with  his  ccKin try,  he  loft  faisjntereft 
in  thofe  at  the  helm,  refolved  to  retire  fr^m  public  bofineis,  and 
prevent  the  afi^irs  of  the  nation  fromi  receiving-any  difturbance 
trpon  his  account.  Thus,  immediately  after  he  had  renderedl 
fuch'ttnportam  fervices  to  bis  country,  as  the  taking  the  fortreb 
of  Gibraltar,  and  beating  the  whole  naval  force  of  France  in 
the  battle  off  Malaga,  (the  lafl  engagement  which,  during  this 
war,  happened  between  thefe  two  nations  at  fea),  he  was  coo* 
fh*ained  to  quit  his  command ;  and  as  the  Tories  had  before 
driven  the  earl  of  Orford  from  his  poft,  immediately  afier  the 
glorious  victory  at  La  Hogue,  fo  the  Whigs  returned  them  the 
compliment,  by  making  ufe  of  their  afcendency  to  the  like  good 
purpofe,  with  regard  to  Sir  George  Rooke :  fuch  is  the  tSk& 
of  party- fpirit  in  general !  fuch  the  brat  with  which  it  proceeds  f 
iiich  its  dangerous  and  deftru^ve  efFefts,  with  refpcS  to  the 
welfare  of  the  fiate  « I 

After  this'  ftrange  retnm  for  the  fervices  he  had  done  his 
country.  Sir  George  Rooke  pafTed  the  remainder  of  his  days  as 
a  private  gentleman,  and  for  the  moA  part  at  his  feat  in  Kent* 
His  zeal  for  the  church,  and  his  ftrift  adherence  to  the  Tories^ 
snade  him  the  darling  of  one  fet  of  people,  and  ezpofed  him  no 
lefs  to  the  averfion  of  another;  which  is  the  reafbn  that  an  hi(l 
torian  finds  it  difficult  to  obtain  his  true  chara£^er,  from  the 
Vrritings  of  thofe  who  flourifhed  in  the  fame  period  of  time^ 
•Tor  my  part,  I  have  ftudied  his  anions,  and  his  behaviour,  and 
from  thence  have  coUeAed  what  I  have  delivered  of  him,  with* 
out  favour  or  prejudice  :  he  was  certainly  an  officer  of  great 
fioerit,  if  either  condudi  or  courage  could  entitle  htm  to  that 

P^Stt  XSbndUtU  debadts,  vol.  lii.  p.  arp?*  394*    Aif  naU  of  queen  Acne,  Ti't 
If.  p.  151,  153*     Oldnixon,  and  other  witicri.  4   Eurcber,  Burner, 

Oldmixoni  compiece   htflory  of  Europe,  for  the   year  1709.     Annalt  of  ^eai 
Aoae^  Ufe  of  queen  Anoe»  Memolri  of  Sir  Qcor|>e  Rocke«  ^r. 

charaQcr. 
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chara£len  The  former  appeared  in  his  behaviour  on  the  InA 
ftatiou,  in  his  wile  and  prudent  management,  when  be  prefervcd 
fo  great  a  part  of  the  Smyrna  fleet,  and  particularly  ia  the  tak- 
ing of  Gibraltar,  which  was  a  projeA  conceived  and  execoted 
in  lefs  than  a  week.  Of  his  courage  he  gave  abundant  tediiAo- 
Dies ;  but  efpecially  in  burning  the  French  ihips  at  La  Hoguc, 
and  in  the  battle  off  Malaga,  where  he  behaved  with  all  the 
refoluticn  of  a  Britifii  admiral  ^  and  as  he  was  firft  in  com- 
mand, was  firft  alfo  in  danger* 

In  party-matters,  he  was,  perhaps,,  too  warm  and  eager,  for 
all  men  have  their  failings,  even  the  greateft  and  beft  ;  but  in 
a£iioA  he  was  pcrfe£Uy  cool  and  temperate,  gave  his  orders 
with  the  utmoft  ferenity,  and  as  he  was  careful  in  marking  the 
conduct  of  his  principal  officers,  fo  his  candour  and  juftice  were 
always  confpicuous  in  the  accounts  he  gave  of  them  to  hla  fupc- 
riors ;  he  there  knew  no  party,  no  private  confiderations,  but 
commended  merit  wherever  it  appeared.     He  had  a  fortitude  of 
mind  that  enabled  him  to  beliave  with  dignity  upon  all  occa* 
fions,  in  the  day  of  examination  as  well  as  in  the  day  of  battle; 
and  though  he  was  more  than  once  called  to  the  bar  of  the  houle 
of  commons,  yet  he  always  efcaped  cenfure;  as  he  likcwiie  did 
before  the  lords  $   not  by  fliifting  the  fault  upon  others,  or 
meanly  complying  with  the  temper  of  the  times,  but  by  main* 
taining  (leadily  what  he  thought  rights  and  fpeaking  his  fcnti- 
ments  with  that  freedom  which  becomes  an  Engliflioiani  when* 
ever  his  condu£t  in  his  country's  fervice  is  brought  in  queftioi}. 
In  a  word,  he  was  equally  fuperior  to  popular  clamour,  and  po- 
pular applaufe  (  but,  above  all,  he  had  a  noble  contempt  for 
foreign  intcrcfls,  when  incompatible  with  our  own,  and  knew 
not  what  it  was  to  feek  the  favour  of  the  great,  but  by  perform- 
ing fiich  a£tlons  as  deferved  it. 

In  bis  private  life  he  was  a  good  hufband  and  a  kind  matter, 
lived  hcfpitably  towards  his  neighbours,  and  left  behind  him  i 
moderate  fortune  :  fo  moderate,  that  when  be  came  to  make  hii 
will,  it  furprized  thofe  that  were  prefent ;  but  Sir  George  aOign- 
ed  the  reafbn  in  few  words.  *<  I  do  not  leave  much,''  faid  be, 
<<  but  what  I  leave  was  honeftly  gotten,  it  never  coft  a  iaiior  a 
*<  tear,  or  the  nation  a  farthing."  As  to  this  la(l  article,!  can- 
not but  take  notice^  that^  even  after  he  was  laid  afid^,  a  privy 

fcai 
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Ccal  -was  offered  him  for  paffing  his  accounts^  but  he  refufed  it^ 
.and  made  them  up  10  the  ordinary  way,  and  with  all  the  exa&- 
jAeis  imaginabic^ 

The  gout,  which  had  for  many  years  greatly  a£Bi{ied  hioii 

brought  him  at  laft  'to  his  grave,  on  tbe  ^4th  of  January  1 70^-9f 

•in  the  fifty-eighth  year  of  his  age.   Sir  George  was  thrice  mar* 

Tied  I  firft,  to  Mrs.  Mary  Howe,  the  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas 

Howe  of  Cold  Berwick,   in  the  county  of  Wilts,  batonet ; 

next,  to  Mrs.  Mary  Lutterel,  daughter  of  colonel  Francis  Lut* 

terel  of  Dunfter«caftle,  in  SomerietihiFe,  who  died  in  child-bed 

•of  her  firft  child,  in  the  mosth  of  July,  1 702  ;  and,  laftly,  to 

Mrs..  Catherine  KnatchbnU,  daughter  «>  Sir  Thomas  Knatch* 

bull  of  Merihenv-hatcb,  «a  the  county  of  Keot,  baronet ;  % 

which  wives  he  left  only  one  fon,  born  of  the  fecpnd,  George 

Rooke,  Efq;  tbe  fole  heir  of  his  fortune'. 

But  his  executors  took  careTto  fecur<e  his  tnemory,  by  trt&ir 
ing  a  beautiful  monument  in  the -cathedral  chnrch  of  Canterbu* 
xy,  with  an  excdlent  cbara&er  of  the  deceafed  inscribed  there- 
x>n,  and  which,  as  well  for  the  beauty  of  the  ilyle  as  the  exaft 
fettling  of  fa^ts  and  dates,  it  may  not  be  amift  to  exhibit  at  the 
<:lofe  of  this  life,;  the  rather  becaufe  it  is  among  the  fmall  oum- 
ber  of  infcriptions  which  feem  to  be,  in  fome  meafure,  equal  tQ 
the  worth  of  the  eminent  perfons  whofe  praifes  they  record^ 
The  executors  of  Sir  George  Rookc  were  William  Broadna^ 
,and  Saqiuel  jMiller,  £f(^rs. 

L  M.  S. 

Gcorgii  Rooke  Militis, 

GuHelmi  Rooke,  Militis  filii, 

Anglise  Vice-Admiralli 

Oh  quantum  eft  hiftorix  in  ifto  nomine! 

At  quantillnm  hie  titulis  potis  eft  enarrare ! 

Profttgientibus  ex  Acie  Gallis  Anno  MDCXiCi^ 

/pfo  apertH  Cymbull. 

Immiftus  tormencorum  gIobxS| 

Imbribufque  glandium 

■^  The  eomplete  hiftoiy  of  Earop«,  for  17^9,  p.  39^.  Annals  of  qneen  Anne, 
<pol.  viU,  p.  364.    Poincer*!  cfardoolo^ictl  hiflorUn,  vol.  H.  p.  #41. 

Voi-.IU,  J  Q  (Tot 
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(Tot  Gallis  tcfiibns  credite  pofteri) 
Ultrices  p^imos  flamnuB  aptansy 
Naves  Bellicas  XIII.  juxta  La  Hoguc  comboifit 
Coxnpofitis  dchinc  inter  Saerum  et'Danmn 
Summo  con^liot  et  joftitt^  difcordib ; 
^t  pacato  feptentrione,  ad  Meridiem  fe  cquwcftitt, 
Iccrumque  exufti  aut  capia  ad  Vigonem 
Tota  Frsefidtatrice  boftiujoa  Clafie, 
Atque  onerariis  immenfaB  ^lolss  argento  fceti^ 
In  Patriam  feliciter  addo^is, 
Optmami  pmdam^  fide  integcrrinii 
In  .frarium  publici^n.  dcpprtaTU. 
GibraUariam  copiis  navaltbus 
Paucioribus  horis  ccpit 
(^am  poftea  mcnflbus  irrito  cooati^ 
Jui^us  obfidcbat  exerdtas. 
£t  cadem  fere  lonpreiHoDe 
InftruQiiTimam  GaUoreoi  dzSkok. 
Inferior  muho  viribuSy 
Confilio  €C  forti(udine  longe  fuperior^ 
Non  denuo  in  aciem  prodituranit  profligavit. 
C     Carolo  IJI.  ad  folium     ") 
Sic  2   Hifpaniis  ad  Libertatem    >  viam  aperui^^ 
,    C        ]^urop3e  ad  Facem        j 
His  ^tque  aliis  exantlatis  laboribus 

Heroi  Chriftiano, 

Ob  egregiam  in  Ecckfiam  pietatem 

Ob  fidem  Gulielmo  raagno^ 

Et  ANNiE    OPTIM-fi 

Sandliffime  fempcr  pr:c{litam ; 

pb  Nonicn  Britannicum  per  tcrrarum  Orbcm 

Ampllficatiim  Sc  decoratum  ; 

Non  titulos  faperbos 

Non  opes  invidiofas. 

Nee  inanes  vulgi  plaufus ;, 

Sed  optimse  mentis  confcientjamy 

Bonorum  amorem  omnium, 

Otium  in  paternis  fedibus 

l£t  moricin  In  Chrido  conccIGt  Deus. 

Obii 
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MfcMOIRS  of  GEORGE  CHURCHILL,  Efq; 
Admiral  of  the  White,  one  of  the  Lord  High-admU 
ral's  Council,  Gr^bnl  of  the  Bed-chamber  to  Prince 
G  £  o  a  G^  £  of  Denmark,  &c» 

AS  there  are  fbme  who  fcem  bom  to  calf  fortunec,  and  to 
-ft  Ink  Atkd  quiet  paiTage  through  the  world ;  fo  there  are 
btbcrs  unluoky  enough  to  be  condmially  expofed  to  envy, 
kbougb  not  excluded  from  honours.  This  arifes  from  difierent 
caufcs,  but  chiefly  from  the  want  of  popular  talents,  of  which 
many  are  deprived  by  nature,  and  not  a  few  negleA  the  ufe. 
t  cannot  lay  whether  the  firft  was  the  misfortune,  or  the  fecbnd 
the  fault,  of  the  gentleman  wfaofe  life  i  am  at  prefent  to  conii* 
der  ^  but  ceirtain  it  is^  that  few  men  were  more  expoied  to  enty 
than  he  ;  erpecially  if  vre  remember,  that  he  rofe  no  higher  in 
'his  profeffion  than  might  feem  the  juft  reward  of  his  fervices. 
But,  hoWerer  he  might  be  perfecuted  by  this  fpirit  in  his  liJPe^ 
time,  thete  feems  to  be  not  the  leaft  reafon  that  the  efteAs  elf 
popular  diflike  fhotild  attend  his  memory ;  and,  therefore^  it 
ihall  be  my  bufinefs  to  give  as  clear  and  candid  an  account  of 
ills  tt£Uons  as  I  can ;  and  this  without  any  bias  either  froti^  f^^ 
irour  or  prejudice. 

He  was  the  fecond  fon  (his  grace  the  duke  of  Marlborough 
being  the  eldeA)  of  Sir  Winflon  Churchill,  lent,  clerk  of 
the  board  of  grecn> cloth,  and  of  a  worthy  family  in  Dorfet- 
(hire'.  He  was  born  in  the  year  1652,  fome  fay  in  February, 
1653  S  and  entered  early  into  the  fea*fervice,  where  he  always 
behated  wkh  great  courage  and  reputation,  and  this  added  to 
the  intere(l  of  his  family,  procured  him  the  command  of  a  man 
of  war  before  he  was  quite  thirty,  which  was  a  thing  very  un- 
ufual  in  thofe  days.     In  the  reign  of  king  James  II.  he  was 

*  See  the  infcHption  apon  b's  tnoniiaienK.     Aotiquitiei  of  the  abbey  of  Wed^ 
ninner,   v^l.  it.   p.    19,   20.  '  Ltdiard't  life  cf  Jobii,  duke  cf 

MarIb:;roO(h»  vol.  i.  p.  7. 

sGa  made 


4M  M£MQIRS6# 

made  ciaipUb  of  the  Newcaftle  ■*»  a  fourth  rate  ;  and 
the  revolution  he  had  &  third  rate  g^ven  him.  In  the  facnoQ» 
battle  of  La  Hpgue  he  commanded  the  St.  Andrew,  a  fecond 
ratei  in  which  he  performed  as  good  fervice  as  any  officer  in 
the  fleet,  according  to  all^the  accounts  that  were  paUiflied  oE 
that  engagement  ^ ;  and  yet,  tery  foon  after,  he  quitted  the 
fervicc,  for  which  feverat  reafons  were  affigned;  bttt  the  tme 
one  is  fatd  to  hate  been  the  promotion  of  colonel  Aylmer  to 
the  rank  of  rear«admipal,  who  being. a  yoonge?  officer/  Mr«- 
Churchill  could  not  think  of  ferving  under  him,  bttt  retired, 
and  Uved  privately  for  fome  years  *. 

I  ihall  not  ^ake  upon  me  to  cenfure  this  part  of  his  condod; 
though  I  BMift  fay,  that  I  think  it  would  be  a  very  difficult  ta& 
tojuftifyit^  fince  every  man  is  bound  to  ferve  his  country, 
whether  he  be  rewarded  or  not  v  and,  therefore,  every  refigna. 
tion  of  this  ibrt  is  ufually  attributed  to  a  narrow  aiKl  ielfifli  ipi- 
^It,  though  it  is  not  impoffible  h  may  fpring  from  a  nobler  prio. 
ciple }  however,  it  is  better  certainly  for  an  officer  to  aToid  aH 
thofe  fleps  in  his  condufk  that  are  IiaUe  to  fuch  finifier  inter- 
pretations. 

In  the  yeatar  KSpp^  tit  had  an  opportunity  of  comii^  agant 
Into  buiineis  \  for  the  current  then  bore  fo  hard  on  the  earl  of 
Orford,  who  was  at  the  head,  of  the  admiralty,  that  be  found 
it  neceflary  to  refign ' ;  upon  whieh  a  new  commiSon  iffiied, 
and  another  before  the  clofe  of  the  year,  m  which  admiral 
George  GhorchiU  was,  amoi^fl  others,  inchided,  and  in  which 
he  continued  near  two  years ;  and  then  king  William  was  pica- 
fed  to  declare  Thomas,  earl  of  Fenibroke,  lord  high*admtral', 
which  threw  him  out  again,  though  but  for  a  very  fliort  time; 
fince,  upon  the  acceflion  of  queen  Anne,  and  the  promotioo 
of  her  confort,  prince  George  of  Benmark,  to  he  lord  hig^- 
admiral,  he  was  appointed  one  of  his  council  *,  and  was  refto- 
red  to  his  rank  in  the  navy  b,  which  was  chiefty  owing  to  the 

«  Pepy&'s  memoiirt  of  the  royxl  narr  of  EogUnd,  p.  t€S.  ^  Boidief's 

Aaval  biOory,   p.  466,  x  xhe  cotbplete  hiftorf  of  Europe,  Cpr 

1710,  p.  15.  r  Burnet's  hUloryof  htf  owo  ttaes,  yoL  ti«  p.  ijj» 

OIdroixon*s  hUlorr  of  the  Stuarts,  vul.  it.  p.  193.  Life  of  Ag  WiUian, 
p.  516.  '  Bnrnet*s  hiftory  of  his  own  times,  vol.  ii.  p.  313. 

3  Loaiioo  GAictte,  N^.  jSia.  b  toad.  Gas.  K°.  38x0. 
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liigh  degree  of  favoor  \h  which  he  ftood  with  his  royal  high* 
nefs  ;  who,  among  many  other  virtues  which  adorned  his  cht« 
radter^was  for  none  more  remarkable  than  for  fieadily  fupporc- 
ing  inch  as  he  had  once  honoured  with  his  friendfbip. 

His  being  made  admiral  of  the  blue,  had  the  fame  eiFe£t  up- 

on  admiral  Aylmer,  as  it  is  confidently  faid  the  promotion  of 

that  gentleman  had  a  few  years  before  upon  Mr.  Churchill; 

for  he  immediately  quitted  the  fervice,  and  remained  for  fcveral 

years  unemployed.     But,  whatever  iatisfa£kion  Mr.  Churchill 

.  might  receive  from  this  victory  over  his  rival,  it  is  very  certain 

that  he  could  not  be  faid  to  enjoy  much  pleafure  in  the  poft  lo 

^hich  he  was  raifed ;  for,  during  the  fix  years  he  fat  at  that 

boards  as  his  royal  highneis's  council  was  continually  attacked^ 

fo  Mr.  Churchill,  in  particular,  had  a  double  portion  of  that 

fpite  and  refentment  devolved  upon  him,  with  which  our  great 

lofles  at  fea  infpired  many  of  our  merchants ;  and  this  was  very 

probably  increafed  by  the  warmth  of  the  admiral's  temper,  who 

had  a  very  free  way  of  (peaking,  and  tookj  perhaps^  too  great 

liberties  with  men  of  fuch  importance  ^. 

Tor,  a»  the  nav^l  power  of  Great  Britain  arifes  abfolutcly 
from  her  extenfive  trade,  and  the  number  of  (hips  employed 
therein,  it  is  very  certain  that  there  is  a  great  refpe£l  due  to 
thofe  who  carry  on  that  trade,  and  are  thereby  fo  very  iufbu* 
mental  to  the  wealth,  profperity,  and  grandeur  of  this  nation, 
which  are  all  founded  upon  its  commerce.  However,  Mr. 
Churchill  maintained  himfelf,  by  hisintereft  with  prince  George, 
not  only  againft  the  clamours  of  the  many,  and  the  intrigues  of 
the  few,  but  againft  feveral  addrefifcs  and  reprefentations  of  the 
houfe  of  lords,  which  were  particularly  calculated  for  his  re- 
moval. 

Hrs  royal  highnefs  dcceafing  on  the  a8th  of  OAober,  170$, 
the  commiflion  which  impowered  his  council  to  a£b,  naturally 
determined;  and  thenceforward  admiral  Churchill  led  a  private 
life,  at  a  pleafant  houfe  he  had  in  Windfor-Park,  where  he 
conftruAed  the  fineft  aviary  that  was  ever  feen  in  Britain,  which 
he  had  colleAed  with  great  care,  and  at  a  vaft  expence.  This 
colieftion  of  birds,  at  his  deceafe^  be  left  to  his  two  intimate 

c  Burnet's  hi(|ory  of  his  own  timsc,  vol.  ii.      Oldmixou**  hafiory  of  iho 
StfiaitS)  Vol.  ik     Boyet,  and  all  our  writertt 

friends 
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fnends  and  patrotM,  Jamies,  duke  df  Ormond,  and  AitKbr,  carl 
of  Torrington'.  He  was  never  mairieri,  but  dying  in  Terr 
good  circumftances,  be  left  the  beft  part  of  bis  fertitae  to  bt^ 
natural  fon.  Hedeceafed  on  tbe  8tb  of  May,  1716,  in  the 
58th  year  of  his  age,  and  was  buried,  with  great  fbneral  fo- 
Jemnity,  in  the  fouth  ifle  of  Weftminfter* Abbey  %  where  a 
beautiftil  nMQumeht  has  been  eredled  to  his  mtmory ,  with  tbe 
following  elegant  Latin  infcription  \  wbieh  I  infert  as  one  et 
the  moft.  curious  pieces  of  its  Idnd  that  is  any  where  f o  be  met 
with ;  and  as  it  contains  a  very  full  charaAer  of  him^  I  need 
toot  add  any  thing  further  upon  that  rubjed; 

P.  S.  E; 
GEORGIUS    CHURCHILL, 

Winilcnii  equitis  aurati  ex  agro  Dorceftrienfi 

Filius  natu  fecundus ; 

InviftiiTimi  Duels  Marlbutii 

Frater  non  indignus 

A  prima  juventute  militia  nomeh  dedit 

£t  fub  regibus  Carolo  et  Jacobo 

Terra  marlqj 

Multa  cum  laude  meruit. 
Scrcniffimo  Pxhicipi  Gebrgii  dc  Dani;t 

Per  viginti  plus  annbs  ^  cubiculis 

Fide,  obfcquio,  thoribus 

Gratum  fe  reddidit  et  charum. 

Rcgnantc  Gitlielmo 

Quo  die  Tlaflis  Galltca  ab  Anglts 

Ad  oras  Ncuftriac  fugata  et  combufta  cA 

(Die  fempcr  memorabili) 

Eo  animi  vigorc  et  fortidunine  pugnavit| 

Quo  Ducem  Anglum  decuit 

Mox  ab  eodem  rege, 

^quifBmo  mcritorum  judiee^ 

Unus  e  commillariis  admiralliae  conftitotus 

4  The  c^mple*^  hid.  of  finr»fle»  for  1710,  p.  a tf.  «  Lcdlaril*<  1^ 

of  the  duke  of  MarlHon^ugb,  vul.  i.  p.  8.    Annals  of  queen  Anne,  tol^iz.  p. 
4i£t     Lc  Ncvc**  montimcnu  AnjHciipa,  p.  iSp. 
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Res  markiinaS}  quarom  erat  peritifliinust 

Curavit  diu  et  oroayit 

Sub  foeliciflsmo  demum  Annse  imperio 

Inftaurato  iteram  bello  contra  Gallos, 

infeftiflicnos  hoftes  Britanoi  nominb 

£x  adrairallis  unus 

£t  cclfifflmo  Prtncipi  Danis 

Ms^ae  totius  Britannise  admirallo 

Fa£lu9  6  ^pnCliis 

Purarum  pmnium  et  labonim  particeps 

Domino  fqo 

Fceliciflimam  navabat  operam» 

Donee  fra£ls  gallorum  vires 

Toto  mari  ceflerant 

|nde  principis  optiml  lateri  adhaerens 

Ad  extremum  ufq}  diem 

Omnia  gr^ti  piiq;  animi  officii 

Pcrfolvit : 

Laboribns  tandem  et  morbis  confe£lus. 

Inter  amplexus  &  lacbrymas 

Amicorum,  clientum,  et  fervorum, 

Quos  humanus,  officiofus,  liberalis» 

Grates  devindtos  8c  fideles  habuit, 

PiiMj)  tranquillut,  animofus^  csel^bs 

Obijt  viii.  Maij. 

^at.  LVIII. 
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MEMOIRS  of  Sir  DAVID  MITCHELL,  Knt. 
Vice-admiral  of  the  Red,  one  of  the  Lords-commif- 
fioners  of  the  Admiralty,  and  of  the  Council  to 
Prince  O  £  o  R  g  £  of  Denmark,  &c. 


AMONG  other  reafons,  of  which  there  are  manyi  for 
preferring,  as  far  as  poiSble,  the  memoirs  of  deferving 
peribns  deccafed,  who  have  rofe  to  that  degree  of  eminence  by 
the  fcrvices  they  have  rendered  to  ^eir  country^  this  is  not  the 
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leaft  confiderablC)  viz*  to  engage  others  to  procc^  as  diey 
have  done,  and  to  defenre  like  honours  from  a  like  condQ£L 
It:  is  certainly  the  higheft  encouragement  to  behave  weU^  to  kt 
that  in  preceding  tinaes  men  have  afcended  thereby  to  the  higb« 
eft  honours  of  which  their  profeffione  were  capable  i  and  thk 
without  the  countenance  of  great  relations,  or  the  ailiftance  ot 
any  other  friends  than  thofie  procured  to  thesi  bf  the  difpby 
of  their  own  defert.  But,  if  this  be  a  thing  of  confequence  ni 
every  iituation  of  life,  it  is  much  more  fo  in  refpe£L  to  taml 
affairs ;  for  as  there  are  none  of  the  fobjeAs  of  Oreat  Britain 
more  ufeful,  or  who  reflect  more  honour  upon  their  coundy, 
than  fuch  as  are  employed  in  the  navy,  fo  there  is  nothing  th^t 
contributes  fo  highly  to  the  fupport  of  that  generous  fpirit,  2nd 
invincible  courage,  by  which  they  have  been  always  diftinguiih- 
ed,  ^  the  thoughts  of  their  being  aUe  to  rife  in  their  own  pro* 
fcflfion,  by  mere  dint  of  merit,  and  without  borrowing  any 
help  from  thofe  kinds  of  arts,  to  which,  from  their  edacatioa 
and  manner  of  living,  they  muft  be  nccefiarily  ftrangers.  Tbis 
it  was  that  chiefly  induced  me  to  preserve  fuch  fragments  as  I 
could  collet  in  relation  to  the  life  of  Sir  David  Mitchell,  who 
was  promoted  without  envy,  Uved  with  univerfal  reputatioo, 
and  died  with  the  charaAer  of  an  CKperieaced  teaman,  and  a 
%vorthy  honcil  gentleman. 

He  was  defcended  from  a  very  reputable  family  in  Scotlao(^ 
though  of  fmall  fortune',  and  at  the  age  of  fixteen,  was  put  out 
apprentice  to  the  mafter  of  a  trading  veflel  who  lived  at  Leith^; 
with  him  Mr.  Mitchell  continued  feven  years,  and  afterwards  fer- 
ved  as  a  mate  on  board  feveral  other  fliips,  efpecially  in  nortliem 
voyages  \  by  which  he  not  only  acquired  great  esperieDce  as 
a  ieaman,  but  alfo  attained  the  knowledge  of  moft  modern  Ian* 
giiages ;  which,  with  his  fuperior  fkill  in  the  mathematics,  sod 
other  gemed  accomplifhments,  recommended  him  to  the  farour 
of  his  officers^  after  he  had  been  prefTed  to  fea  in  the  Dutch 
wars.  At  the  revolution  he  was  made  a  captain,  and  being  re- 
markable  for  his  thorough  acquaintance  with  maritime  afi^ 
axui  known  to  be  firmly  attached  to  that  government,  he  vis 

f  Boyet's  life  of  qaeen  Anb«,  p.  ;i.    The  complete  bifipry  of  EiPp<i  f" 
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icon  diftingUifli€d  and  promoted  $  fo  that  in  Apfil  1693, 
'he  commanded  the  iquadron  that  convoyed  the  king  to  Holland*^ 
and  having,  by  thi$  means,  an  opportunity  of  conyerflng  freely 
and  frequently  with  his  majefty,  became  much  in  his  favour, 
that  prince,  the  8th  of  February  preceding,  having  made  him 
rear-admiral  of  the  bluei*;  and  not  long  after,  appointed  him 
one  of  the  grooms  of  bis  bed-chamber.    In  1694,  Sir  David 
Mitchell,  being  then  a  knight,  and  rear*admiral  of  the  ted,  fail- 
ed with  admiral  RufTel  into  the  Mediterranean  ^  and  on  the  ad« 
miral^s  return  home,  he  was  appointed  to  commabd  in  chief  a 
fqoadron  left  in  thofe  feas  ;  in  the  execution  of  which  commif- 
fion  he  behaved  himfelf  with  great  reputation  < ;  and,  tn  1696, 
ferved  under  Sir  George  Rooke,  with  whom  he  lived  in  great 
fricndihip  k,  notwithftanding  he  owed  his  rife  and  fortunes,  in 
fome  mcafure,  to  the  kindnefs  of  admiral  Ruflel,  in  proccfs  of 
time  earl  of  Oiford. 

I  have  already  taken  notice,  in  the  former  volume,  that  he 

brought  over,  and  carried  back,  his  Czarifli  majelty,  Peter  the 
Great,  emperor  of  Ruffia,  who  was  fo  extremely  ^eafed  with 
the  company  of  Sir  David  Mitchell,  (from  whom,  be  often  pro* 
feffed,  be  learned  more  of  maritime  affairs  than  from  any  other 
perfon  whatever),  that  he  offered  him  the  higheft  preferments 
In  Mufcovy,  if  be  would  have  accompanied  him  thither  j  but  his 
propoCil  was  not  agreeable  either  to  Sir  David's  circum(lances 
or  inclinations  I  for  having,  on  the  death  of  Sir  Fleetwood 
Sheppard,  been  appointed  gentleman-uOier  of  the  black  rod  >, 
and  having  alfo  his  pay  as  a  vice-admiral,  he  had  no  reafon  to 
quit  the  iervice  of  his  native  country,  even  to  oblige  fo  great  a 
prince. 

In  his  paffage  from  Holland,  his  Cxari(h  majefty  afked  zdtnU 
ral  Mitchell,  who  gave  fatisfaflory  anfwers  to  all  his  maritime 
queffions,  the  manner  in  ufe  in  the  Britifh  navy,  of  corrcAing 
failors  who  deferved  punifliment  ^  when  the  admiral  mentioning 
keel-hawling,  among  many  others,  that  prince  defired  it  might 
be  explained  to  him,  not  by  words,  but  by  experiment  i  which 

t  LoAdoti  Gaxette,  N^.  2%$%.  ^  Loadon  Gazette,  N^.  2S43. 

I  Barchrt'i  naval  hift.  ry,  p.  519.  ^  The  complete  hiitory  ct  £uro;>e 

for  I71O1  p.  30.  I  Annals  of  queen  Aaric,  vol.  ix.  p,  41S. 
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the  admiral' excufirdi  aa  not  hftYing  tbea  an  offender  whodc^ 
fcrved  it.  The  Czar  Feplied,  **•  Take  one  of  my  men,"  hot  Sa* 
David  itiformed  hinii.  that  all  on  board  his^  ihip  were  under  ^ 
prote£iion  of  the  laws  of  England^  and  he  was  accoantable  for 
cnrery  man  there,  according  to  rhofe  laws,  apon  which  that  mo- 
narch perfifted  no  faf ther  in  his  requeft  *"•  The  king  hkewife 
dire^ed  admiral  MitcheH  to  wait  on  tfa^  Czar  to-  Portfinoutb, 
and  pot  the  fleet  out  to-  fea  which  lay  at  Spithead,  on  purpofe 
to  entertain  bim  with  a  mock  engagetnent,  which  he  bad  fcctk 
alfo  in  Holland,  but  ncyt  fo  much  to  bis  fetisfaAion^  it  atfbrding 
his  imperial  majelly  fo  great  pleafure,  that  he  declared  he 
thought  an  Engliih  admiral  a  naticb  happier  man  than  a  C»r 
of  Mufcovy  «*• 

His  fkill'  and  conduft  as  a  feaman,  and  his  perfeS  ac^oaifi* 
fance  with  every  branch  of  naval  aflairs,  Fcndered  faim  exjcreme- 
ly  ufeful,  as  his  polite  behaviour  made  him  agreeable  to^  every 
srdminiftration.     Upon  the  acceflion  of  queen  Anne,  Sir  Darid 
Mitchell  was  appointed  one  of  the  council  ^  to  prince  George  of 
Denmark,  as  lord  high-admiral,  in  which  honourable  office  he 
continued  till  the  year  before  the  princess  death,  when  be  was 
laid  afide  ;  but  upon  another  change  of  affairs  he  was  fcnt  over 
to  Holland,  with  a  commifiion  of  great  importance,  whif  h  was 
to  expofliiiate  with  their  High  MightineiTes^  about  the  deficien* 
cies  of  their  quotas  during  the  contmvanee  of  the  war,  which 
eommiffionhe  difeharged  with  great  honour  p.    This  was  tht 
laft  public  a£l:  of  his  lifs  $  for,  foon  after  his  return  to  £iighnd, 
be  deceafed,  at  his  feat  called  Popes,  in  Hertfordfhire,  on  the 
ffrft  of  June,  1710,  with  as  fair  a  reputation  as  any  man  of  his 
rank  and  charafler  could  acquire,  and  lies  buried  in  the  parifh- 
church  of  Hatfield  in  the  county  before-mentioned  \ 

We  have  now  finifhed,  not  only  the  naval  hiftory,  but  the 
naval  memoirs  of  this  reign,  by  annexing  the  beft  accounts  we 

tt  Oldmison's  hiftdrjr  of  the  Stuarts,  toI.  ti.  p.  i67.  *  The  hiftory  of 

the  life  of  Paer  I.  emperor  of  Ruflii,  by  John  Murley,  £f^  edit.  i74o,  izno. 
Tol.  i.  p.  78.  ®  London  Gazrtte,  H^,  3812.  P  Sec  the  in- 

fcrtption  on  bti  monument.    London  Gazette^  K^.  4o8q,  4095*  ^  TK« 

cdmplcte  hiftory  of  Europe,  for  ryiO.     Pointer's  chrcnologictl  hiiWriaPj  Toi« 
ii.  p.  675.    Lc  NcT^i  mooaBkrnu  AsgUeaDi^  p.  188,  208* 
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-•outd  coHcQ  of  thofe  great  men  who  ferred  their  coantry  under 
the  happy  aufptce  of  this  illuftrious  princefs ;  the  few  things 
that  remain  to  be  faid^  are  of  a  mifccllaneous  nature,  and 
are  brought  in  here,  becauTe  thoy  relate  to  naval  aflairs,  and 
fi>  are  coone&ed  with  our  hiftory  more  than  with  any  otheft 
and  are  at  the  fame  time  of  too  great  importance  10  be 
fttffefed  to  fleep  in  oblivion,  while  it  is  <in  our  |H>w«r  to  iave 
them. 

Of  all  the  reigns  fincetfae  cenqueft,  it  may  be  truly  faid«  that 
the  BritiCh  conftitutioa  never  appeared  with  greater  luftre,  than 
under  that  of  the  queen  ;  by  which  I  mean,  that  the  preroga- 
tive, or  influence  of  the  crown,  was  never  kfs  exerted  than  by 
queen  Aane  and  her  -miaifters. 

Thu6  immediately  after  the  peaoe  of  Utrecht,  in  order  to  fhew 
the  care  and  concern  that  was  had  for  the  trade  of  the  tiation^ 
the  commiffioners  appointed  for  taking  and  ftating  the  publie 
accounts,  dire<£led  Dc  Charles  D'Avenant,  dire&or-general  of 
the  exports  and  imports,  to  lay  before  them  diftin&  annual  ac* 
counts  of  the  importations  and  exportacions  of  all  commodities 
into  and  out  of  this  kingdom,  which  he  accordingly, did,  with 
his  own  remarks  and  refle6lions4  a  thing  of  very  great  iropor- 
tance  to  the  ftate,  and  a  precedent  worthy  of  imitation*,  becaufe, 
without  fuch  authentic  grounds,  it  is  iimp^y  impoi&ble  that  any 
probable  conjeftare  ihould  be  made  as  to  the  growth  or  decay 
of  our  commerce  in  general^  or  how  far  it  is,  or  is  not,  affefU 
ed  by  the  encouragement  or  difcouragemeof  of  particular 
branches ;  which,  however,  are  points  of  great  importance  to 
every  government,  and  without  a  competent  knowledge  of 
which,  no  miniflry  can  ever  make  a  figure,  or  any  parliament  be  * 
able  to  decide  with  certainty,  as  to  thofe  points  which  are  of 
grcateft  confequcnce  to  their  conftitacnts^ 

At  the  clofe  of  that  work  Dr.  D'Avenant  enters  largely  into 
the  advantages  that  might  be  made  by  a  .trade  carried-on  direAly 


*■  ThtiTcport  confiftf  of  two  p<irt«,  both  'printed  in  171a,  tvo.  and  thcvf  mi* 
ny  received  opint'ins,  in  rrg;«rd  to  the  general  commerce,  not  lo  have  been 
foonded  iti  fadi,  knt  rather  in  conjeOores,  and  fometimes  irtflnenccd  by  party 
yirejttdices.  The  matters  memioned  in  ibe  text,  are  to  be  met  with  \q  tbe  0rfl 
n^jtott,  p.  74,  75,  7<S|  77. 
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into  the  South^-icas,  and  that  in  terms  which  (heir  plainljr^  the 
commerce  of  this  company  was  not)  even  in  a  commercial  fenfe, 
fo  viGonary  a  thing  as  the  enemies  of  the  lord  high^creaftuer 
Oxford,  its  patron,  pretended  ;  for  he  there  (ays  plainly,  that 
this  company  might  es^tend  the  trade  of  the  nation  by  veoding 
its  commodities  and  manufisi£lures  in  unknown  countries^  and 
gives  his  reafons  why  he  fo  thought,   I  moft  confieis)  that  I  ne- 
ver underftood  the  fcope  of  this  great  man's  reaibning  upon  that 
fobjcfA  till  I  read  a  booic  lately  piibliflied  by  Mr.  DoUss^  where- 
in he  has  (hewni  with  great  public«fpint|  bow  this  may  be  done, 
either  by  difcovering  a  north^^weft  paffiige  into  thoie  ieas,  and 
fixing  colonies  in  the  oountries  beyond  California,  or  by  pra(c« 
cuting  thofe  difcoveries  that  have  been  already  made  by  the 
Dutch,  and  fome  of  our  own  navigators,  in  refpe£t  to  the  Tern 
Auftralis,  through  the  Straits  of  Magellan,  either  <rf  which 
would  open  to  us  a  new  commerce,  infinitely  more  advantagcoui 
than  that  of  Spain  to  her  Indies,  becaufe  thefe  new-dificovered 
countries  are  fo  fituated,  as  that  their  inhabitants  mnft  ftand  in 
want  of  our  goods,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  f^and  pofleficd  of 
gold,  filver,  fpices,  and  other  rich  commodities,  which  muft 
coD)e  to  us  in  return ;  and  therefore  Dr.  O'Avenant  bad  great 
^^eafon  to  fuggeft,  that  the  new  South-fea  might  prove  as  bene- 
$cial  to  Britain  as  her  old  Eafl:  India  company.     This  very  dif- 
courfe  of  his,  being  addreifcd  to  the  commifiioners  for  taking 
and  dating  accounts,,  is  the  cleared  demonftration,  that,  when 
the  Soucb-fea  company  was  ere£ted,  there  was  a  pro(jpe&  of  thefe 
;|dvantages,  and  that,  with  a  view  to  thefe,  the  powers  of  the 
company  were  rendered  fo  extenfive,  an4  tlieir  capital  made  lb 
large*. 

If  this  has  not  hitherto  been  done,  ftiU  however  it  may  be 
done,  flnce  the  fame  powers  remain  veiled  in  the  company  by 
their  charter;  and  it  is  the  more  reafooable,  that  fomething  of 
this  fort  ihould  be  attempted,  becaufe  the  Affiento  contraA  is  now 
given  up.  Beiides,^  if  we  are  abie  to  fettle  any  new  colonies  in 
that  part  of  the  globe,  we  fliould  be  able  to  trade  with  the  Spa- 
niards without  an  A^ientp,  and  fccure  to  ourf^lves  fuch  a  pro^ 


*  An  ar^nnt  of  the  connfries  adjoining  to  Hndron'j  bay  in  the  north  weft  put 
^4  Amcricis  &c,  by  Arthur  Dobb?,  E'^iji  London,  1744.  4ro,  p.  166-^169, 
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portion  of  comiDerce  as  might  perhaps  equal  all  that  we  now 
poffefs.  But,  if  it  flioaid  be  found,  that^  notwithflanding  thefe 
exienfire  powers,  the  company  is  either  not  inclined,  or  difaUed 
to  carry  on  fuch  a  new  trade,  then  I  humbly  think  it  will  be 
high  time  for  the  legiilature  to  transfer  thofe  powers  to  fome 
other  bodyocorporace,  that  may  be  able  and  willing  to  exert 
them,  and  this  with  fuch  daufes  of  emendation  or  reftriftion,  as 
the  experience  we  have  fince  had  of  tbe  management  of  public 
companies  Ihall  fuggeft  to  be  either  neceflary  or  expedient  <• 

In  tbe  fame  report  by  Dr.  D' Avenant  there  are  federal  other 
curious  remarks  on  almoft  ail  the  branches  of  our  commerce } 
and  if  fuch  a  general  ftate  of  trade  as  this  were  to  be  laid  before 
tbe  parliament,  once  at  leaft  in  every  reign,  we  fhould  then  be 
able  to  judge  both  of  the  efficacy  of  tbe  laws  already  made,  and 
of  the  ufefulnefs  and  expediency  of  new  ones.  But  it  is  now  time 
to  return  from  this  digreffion,  into  which  I  was  led  by  the  de« 
fire  of  preferYing  a  hint  which  feems  fo  very  capable  of  improve* 
ment,  to. the  laft  ads  of  the  queen's  gOTcmment  and  life,  with 
vhich  I  iball  conclude  this  chapter. 

The  treaty  of  Utrecht,  which  pot  an  end  to  our  difputcs 
abroad,  proved  the  caufe  of  high  debates  and  great  diftraAions 
at  home.  The  people  grew  uneafy,  the  miniftry  divided,  and 
the  heats  and  violence  of  party  rofe  to  fuch  a  height,  that  her 
majefty  found  herfelf  fo  embarrafied,  as  not  to  be  able  either  to 
depend  upon  thofe  in  power,  or  venture  to  turn  them  out.  The 
nneaiinefs  of  mind,  that  fuch  a  perplexed  fituation  of  affairs 
Occafioned,  had  a  very  bad  effcd  upon  her  health,  which  had 
been  in  a  declining  condition  from  the  time  of  prince  George's 
death ;  and  this  weaknefs  of  her's  ferved  to  increafe  thofe  difor* 
ders  in  her  government,  which  were  fo  grievous  to  hcrfdf,  and 
fo  detrimental  to  her  fubjc£b;  for  her  miniflers,  forgetting  their 
jduty  to  her  and  their  regard  for  their  country,  confuked  only 
their  ambition  and  their  private  views ;  fo  that,  whenever  they 


t  The  rcA'tude  of  granting  and  cootinuing  an  ezclonve  trade  to  any  coinpaof 
has  been  warmlf  difpuied)  bot  Aire  die  impropriety  of  eontinoing  exclofivo 
powers  10  a  company^  that  carries  on  do  commercei  wiU  not  admit  of  aay  dif* 
pwte  at  all, 
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net  m  council,  they  ftudied  rather  to  crofs  each  other's  propoi- 
faUt  than  to  fettle  or  pqrfue  any  regular  plan ;  and  to  fuch  a 
iDonftrous  extravagance  thefe  jealouiies  rofe  at  laft,  that  it  is  be- 
lieved a  quarrel  between  two  of  her  principal  minifters^  in  ber 
prefence,  proved,  in  fome  meafure,  the  caufeof  her  deach*** 

For  being  at  Ken(i{igton«  to  which  fhe  had  removed  from 
Windfor,  fhe  was  feiaed  on  the  29th  of  July  with  a  djovfine& 
and  finking  of  her  fpiritSi  and  the  next  day,  about  feven  in  the 
motnings  was  Aruck  with  an  apoplexy,  and  from  that  time  con- 
tinued in  a  dying  condition.     About  three  in  the  afternoon  ibe 
was  fenfible,  and,  at  the  requefl  of  the  privyvcouncil^  declared 
the  duke  of  Shrewfbury  lord  high-treafurer  of  Great  Britain^ 
though  he  was  already  lord-chamberlain,  and  lord*iieurenant  of 
Ireland.    This  was  the  laft  a£t  of  her  adminifb&tbn;  for  the 
council  now  took  upon  themfdves  the  dircAion  of  public  affairs, 
Appointing  the  earl  of  Berkley  to  hoiil  his  flag  on  board  the  fleet, 
and  fending  general  Whitham  to  take  the  command  in  Scotland, 
and  likewife  difpatched  orders  for  the  immediate  embarkation  of 
feven  Britifh  battalions  from  Flanders.     In  the  mean  time  the 
i(ueen  continued  in  the  hands  of  her  phyficians  and  domeflics, 
fome  of  whom  flattered  themfelves  with  falfe  hopes  to  the  laft; 
hutf  the  blif^ers  not  ridng,  her  majefly  about  feven  in  the  mom* 
tng,  «on  the  firil  of  Augufl,  1714,  breathed  her  l»it  *«    The  fol- 
lowing charafter  I  have  taken  from  a  hifkiry  of  her  reign  in  MS. 
which  DOW,  in  all  probability,  will  never  be  printed : 

Anne  Stuart,  daughter  to  James  IL  king  of  England,  {9V. 
was  born  at  Sc  James's,  February  6, 1664*5,  ^^  39  i^inutes  paft 
cle%'en  at  night.  She  was  tenderly  and  carefully  educated  j  and, 
having  from  nature  the  moft  valuable  gifts,  fhe  became  a  verjf 
scGompliAed  prtncefs^  She  wjis  moderately  tall,  and  welUpro- 
portioned,  her  complexion  and  (hape  excellent,  till  her  conf^itu* 
lion  was  impaired  by  grief  and  (icknefs.  She  appeared  to  befl 
(id vantage  fpeaking;  for  fhe  had  a  clear  harmonious  voice,  great 
good  fenfe,  and  a  very  happy  elocution.  Her  piety  was  unaSc£l- 

ti  MemoTrs  of  the  foor  laft  yeirs  of  the  reign  of  i|oeen  Anne,  p.  315,  31^. 

^  Lannherti,  rome  -viti.  p<  rssjt  <5s8.  where  there  is  a  very  cari.ius  and  circo»« 
(ftaniij  accaunt  of  her  inaj^ fly's  behaviour  in  her  lad  momenti. 
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td ;  her  humility  fincerc  ^  her  good-nature  very  confpicuous,  bat 
would  have  been  more  fo,  had-  It  not  been  inherent  in  her  faiav- 
ly.  As  a  wife,  Ihe  was  the  pattern  of  conjugal  fidelity,  without 
any  affe&ation  of  fondnefs.  Her  tendernefs,  as  a  mother,  to  her 
children^  was  regulated  l?y  the  rules  of  reafon  and  religion ;  buc 
her  indulgence,  as  the  mother  of  her  fubje^s,  knew  no  bounds* 
It  was  her  only  foible,  that  the  uprightnefs  of  her  own  intentions 
left  her  )irithout  fufpicion.  Her  aftedion  for  her  people  was  fa 
apparent^  that  it  was  never  doubted,  *and  fo  firmly  rooted,  as  ta 
be  difceraable  in  her  lad  words.  With  a  yxR  fenfe  of  her  owu 
high  dignity,  (he  had  a  true  concern  for  the  rights  of  -ber  Tub* 
jc€ts^  and  a  ftrong  paffion  for  the  glory  of  the  nation ;  fhe  loved 
public-fpirit,  and  encouraged  it ;  and,  though  (he  was  naturally 
magnificent  and  generous,  yet  ihe  was  frugal  in  her  private  ex« 
pences,  not  to  hoard,  but  to  beAow  on  the  necefljties  of  the 
Hate.  She  gave  her  tenths  to  the  clergy,  which  will  remain  a 
lafting  monument  of  her  zeal  for  the  church.  The  many  good 
laws,  and  the  numerous  happy  events  which  fell  out  in  her  reign» 
will  ever  prefcrve  her  memory  in  efteem  with  thofe  who  wifh 
well  to  the  flate.  In  a  word,  ihe  was  blefied  with  all  the  en- 
dowments  that  could  make  a  woman  admired,  and  exerted  all 
the  virtues  necefiary  to  make  a  monarch  beloved.  At  her  death 
her  lofs  was  thought  irretrievable,  and  few  who  remember  her 
have  altered  their  opinions.  It  would  be  improper  to  fay  more, 
and  ingratitude  to  have  faid  lefs. 

Her  majefty  had  iiTue  by  the  prince  of  Denmark,  i.  A  daugh- 
ter, that  was  ftill-born  ihc  I2th  of  May,  1684  5  2.  Lady  Mary> 
a  fecond  daughter,  born  the  ad  of  June,  1685,  and  died  in  Fe- 
bruary, 1690 ;  3.  Anne  Sophia,  who  was  born  the  i2ih  of 
May,  1686,  and  died  the  February  following  ;  4.  William,  duke 
of  Gloucefter,  born  the  24th  of  July,  1689,  who  lived  to  be 
eleven  years  of  age;  5.  The  lady  Mary,  born  Oftober  1690, 
who  lived  no  longer  than  to  be  baptized  ;  6.  George,  anoil.er 
fon,  who  died  alfp  foon  after  he  was  born. 
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Abstract  of  the  Royal  Navy,  as  it  flood  at  the 

Death  of  the  Queen. 
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NAVAL     HISTORY* 

CHAP.      XXII. 

Containing  the  Naval  Hiftory  of  Great  Britain^ 
from  the  acceilion  of  king  George  I.  to  the  time  of 
his  demife. 

W£  are  now  to  enter  on  A  new  period  of  time ;  and  ft 
great  change  in  our  government)  bfougbl  about  by  a 
ftatute  made  in  the  twelfth  year  of  kingWilliatn  IIL 
for  limiting  the  fucceOion  of  the  crown  ;  by  which,  after  thtf 
death  of  the  queen^  then  princefs  Anne,  without  iffue,  it  was  ta 
pafs  to  the  moft  illuftrious  houfe  of  Hanover,  as  the  next  Pro- 
teftant  heirs :  for  the  princefs  Sophia,  eleftrefs^dowager  of  Hano- 
ver, was  daughter  to  the  queen  of  Bohemia,  who,  before  her  mar-- 
riage  with  the  ele£tor  Palatine,  was  ftiled  the  princefs  Elifabeth 
of  Great  Britain,  daughter  to  James  VI.  of  Scotland,  and  I.  of 
England  *  pn  whom  united  all  the  hereditary  claims  to  the  im- 
perial crown  of  thefe  realms. 

»  Stat.  IX  WIU.  III.  cap,  X.  C<Q,  u 

Vol,  III.  3 1  But 
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But  the  princefs  Sophia  dying  a  very  little  while  before  tie 
i^/ekkn,  GsotiGE-LEwis,  eleflor'of  Hanover,  her  (od,  becaisic 
heir  of  this  crown  on  the  demife  of  queen  Anne,  and  was  ac- 
cordingly called  to  the  fucceffio»,  in  the  manner  directed  by  an- 
other ftatutc  paflcd  in  the  fourth  year  of  her  inajefty*s  reign  '. 

For,  by  that  law,  the  adminiitration  of  the  government,  im- 
mediately on  the  queen's  deaths  devolved  on  feven  perlbns  na- 
med in  the  adt,  in  conjunQibn  with  as  many  as  the  fiicce£ar 
ibould  think  fit  to  appoint,  in  the  manner  dire£led  by  that 
law*. 

The  feven  jufticcs  fixed  by  the  flatute  were,  the  archbilhop 
of  Canterbury,  Dr.  Thomas  Tennifon  ;  the  lord  high-chancel- 
Jor,  Sinran,  lord  Harcourt ;  the  Iord*pre£dent  of  the  council, 
John,  duke  of  Buckinghamfhire ;  the  lord  high-treafurer,  Charles, 
duke  of  Shrcwibury ;  the  lord  privy-feal,  William,  earl  of  Dart- 
mouth  i  firft  loFd-commiffioner  of  the  ^miralty,  Thomaj^  eari 
of  Strafford ;  and  lord  chief-jui^ice  of  the  King's-Bencb,  Sir 
Thomas  Parker.     The  lords  juftiees  appointed  by  the  fiicccfibr 
were,  the  lord  archbilhop  of  York,  Sir  William  Dawes ;  the 
dukes  of  Shrewsbury,  Somerfet,  Bolton,  Devonfliire,  Kent, 
Argyle,  Montrofe,  and  Roxborough  ;  the  earls  of  Pembroke, 
Anglefea,  Carlifle,  Nottingham,  Abingdon,  Scarborough,  ^nd 
Orford ;  the  lord  vifcount  Townihend  ;  and  the  lords  HaBfaz 
and  Cowper*. 

Thefe  lords  juftices,  the  fame  day  the  queen  died,  iflbed  a 
proclamation,  declaring  the  accefiion  of  kmg  George  1/  and 
commanding  him  to  be  proclaimed  through  all  parts  of  the 
kingdom  }  which  was  done  accordingly.  On  the  next  day  they 
fent  the  earl  of  Dorfet  to  his  majeily,  to  invite  him  over;  and 
on  the  3d  of  Auguft  the  lord  high-chancellor,  in  the  name  of 


7  See  Burnet's  htftory  ofhis  owft  times,  toI.  ii.  p.  431— 434* 

*  It  msy  not  be  tittUt  to  remark,  that  the  eIcAor«te  wis  created  in  tSpx,  b 
favonr  •(  dake  Ernefl  Augoftus  of  Hanover,  his  nrajefty's  father,  who,  in  i6j8, 
was  fucceeded  by  this  monarch  }n  that  qaalify,  his  mother  the  princefs  Sophia, 
being  (fyled  elcArelsdowager,  who  dcceafcd  at  the  age  of  eighty  four,  Jnne  9, 

Jtf4,N.  S. 

«  Lamberiif  torn,  tilit  p.  6sf,  where  ihert  are  yarioos  rcnarkaUe  pantcv* 

the 
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<hc  lords  juftices,  opened  the  feffion  of  parlinment  by  a  Ipcech^. 
On  the  1 7th  of  the  fame  month,  the  earl  of  Berkley  failed  with 
ft  fquadroD  of  fixteen  men  of  war,  and  iix  yachts,  for  Holland, 
in  order  to  attend  his  majcfty,  where  he  was  jofned  by  eight 
fhips  of  the  States  General}  under  rear-admiral  Coperen;  arid^ 
to  fecure  the  confts  and  the  channel,  admiral  Wager  was  fent 
down  to  Portfmouth,  and  Sir  Thomas  Hardy  to  Plymouth,  to 
equip  fuch  fhips  as  were  fit  for  fervice  ^. 

His  majefty  arriving  from  Holland  on  the  1 8tli  of  September, 
and  n;iaking  his  public  entry  on  the  20tb|  took  the  reins  of  go- 
vernment into  his  own  hands  j  and  very  foon  made  fome  conii- 
derable  alterations  in  the  feveral  boards;  particularly  in  that  of 
the  admiralty,  which  was  clean  fwept;  for,  inflead  of  Thomas, 
carl  of  Strafford,  Sir  John  Leake,  Sir  William  Dralce,  JohA 
iViflabie,  Efq^  Sir  Jame«  Wifhart,  and  Dr.  John  Clarke,  who 
were  there  on  the  dcmife  of  the  late -queen,  his  majeily  appoints 
cd  Edward,  carl  of  Orford,  Sir  George  Byng,  George  DodingW 
ton,  Efq;  Sir  John  Jennings,  Sir  Charles  Turner^  Abraham 
Stanyan,  and  George  Baillie,  Efqrs  <'.  In  the  month  of  No^ 
member,  Matthew  Aylmer,  Efq;  was  declared  admiral  and  com-p 
fftiander  in  chief  of  his  maj?(by*s  fleet ;  and,  foon  after,  Sir 
Charles  Wager,  rear-admiral  of  the  red,  was  fent  lo  relieve  Sir 
James  Wifliart  tn  the  MediterraneaA  % 


l>  Oldmixon^f  hlftory  of  En^lind,  vol.  11.  p.  563,  {(4.  Ilndftrs  contiiHiation 
of  Rapin,  yoI.  tv.  p.  393,  ^94*  Annals  of  king  George,  vol.  i.  p,  ^4,  ^6, 
c  Lcdiard^s  naval  htflory,  vol.  ii.  p.  264.  d  Oldmixoo's  bHlory  of 

fifigi^ud,  'Vol.  ii.  p.  i75.  Ann«is  of  king  George,  vol.  i.  p.  xjl'  Hiftorical  re« 
^iAcr,  V.  1.  ii.  p.  la,  in  the  appcsdix. 

c  {n  order  to  render  the  fubfecjuent  ht{k>ry  -spore  cl<ar,  it  will  he  re^uiCte  t^ 
give  the  reader  a  (hort  (late  of  tiie  commaiids  in  the  fiavy,  at  the  accclEon  of  kii\g 
George  I. 

6ir  Jotin  Leake,  Kntghr,  rear^dimral  of  Great  Britain. 

Maiihew  Aylmer,  Efq;  admiral  and  comqsandcr  in  chief  of  bis  majefty*!  i|(et« 

Sir  Jamei  Wi(h«rt,  Knight,  admtril  of  the  white  fquadron. 

Sir  John  Norri^/Knighr,  admiral  of  the  b]ue. 

James,  carl  of  Berkley,  vice-admirrl  of  the  red. 

Sir  Edtvard  Whitaker,  Knight,  vice-admiral  of  the  white, 

John  B:iker,  Efq,  vice-admiM  of  the  bhie. 

Sir  Charles  Wagrr,  Knight,  rear-admiral  of  the  red. 

Sir  Hovenden  Walker,  rear-admiral  of  the  white. 

liir  Tho«8<  Hardy,  Knight,  rear-adniral  of  the  U«B« 

3U  TM 
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The  fui]^£^  of  thk  work  ddiges  mc  only  to  tabtf  notice  of 
fucb  uStB  of  tb^  new  government  a&  relate  to  naval  affairs  ^  and 
fhereforfi  after  obferving  that  a  new  parliament  was  fumroonod, 
9nd  piet  at  Wedminfter,  March  the  1 7th9  the  next  thing  ths 
occurs  ifi|  that|  on  the  xft  of  April,  17159  they  came  to  arefo* 
Jution  to  allow  ten  thou&nd  feameni  at  four  pounds  a<»inootb} 
«adt  on  the  9th  of  May  followingi  granted  35»574l*  3  s-  6  d. 
for  the  ha]f,pay  of  fea^officers  ^  1979896I.  17  s.  6d.  for  the 
ordinary  of  the  navy;  and  2379277  I.  for  the  extraordinanr  re- 
pairs of  the  nayy,  and  rebuilding  of  fliips.  Tbefe  large  (urns 
were  thought  aecefiaryi  b^aufc,  at  this  junAure*  the  fleet  of 
Great  Britain  was  very  much  decayed ;  and  it  was  hrcfecn, 
f  hatf  notwithftandiog  the  peace  fo  lately  concluded^  new  difpitfcs 
were  likely  to  arifci  which  ipight  require  freih  armamcptsf. 

Amongft  thefe  difpptest  the  moft  ferious  was  that  in  vhicli 
we  were  engaged  with  Sweden.     This  had  begun  before  tht 
queen's  deatbt  apd  was  occafioned  by  the  Swedifh  privateers 
taking  many  of  our  (hips,  which,  with  their  cargoes,  were  con* 
fifcated,  under  a  pretence  that  we  aflifted  and  fuppiied  tbeCzir 
and  his  fubjeAs  with  (lups,  arms^  aoi^iunition,  &<*•  contrarfi 
^s  was  fuggefted,  to  our  treatita  with  the  crown  of  Sweden, 
Mr.  Jackfon,  her  majefty's  minifter  at  Stockholm,  had  pre^t* 
ed  fevcral  memorials  upon  this  fubjeft,  without  receiving  any  i»^ 
tisfa£tory  anfwer ;  and  therefore  it  was  now  thought  ezpedienc 
to  make  ufe  of  more  eiFeAual  means,  w«.  fending  a  ftrong 
fquadron  of  men  of  war  into  the  Baltic,  the  rather  becaufe 
their  high  mightinefTes  the  States-General,  labouring  uqdcr  the 
fame  inconvenieacies,  found  themfelves  obliged,  after  all  padfie 
methods  had  been  tried  in  vain,  to  have  recourfe  to  the  fame 
meafurcs,  in  order  to  protcft  the  commerce  of  their  fubjefts*. 

This  once  rcrolvcd9  a  fquadron  of  twenty  fail  was  appointed 
(or  this  fervice,  and  the  command  given  to  Sir  John  Norris, 
who  was  then  admiral  of  the  blue,  and  who  had  SirThomw 
Hardy,  rear-admiral  of  the  fame  fquadron,  to  affift  hiin^  The 
admiral  hoifted  his  flag  on  board  the  Cumberland,  a  third  rate, 

f  AnnaU  of  king  George,  vol.  L  p.  411.    Hiaorical  regi^cr,  v.^L  i.  p.  «4** 
t  L«n)berti,  rom.  viii.  p.  8x5,  where  the  matter  h  treated  at  large. 

k  When  the  commerce  of  Britain  fofleri,  a  BriJih  fleet  ia  the  qwM^  *^ 
ipofl  effe^uai  remedy  riiai  can  be  applied. 

bavins 
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having  tell  fiiips  of  the  line  in  his  diYifion,  Sir  Thomas  Hardy 
was  iQ  the  Norfolk,  a  third  rate  alfot  and  had  in  bis  divifioq 
eight  ihips  of  the  linei  the  Mermaid  frigate  of  thirty-two  gunS| 
^ind  the  Drake  floop,  which  carried  fixteen.  This  fleet  failed 
from  the  Nore  on  the  i8th  of  May  s  and  arrived  in  the  Sound 
CD  the  loth  of  June  ^  following ;  where  finding  the  Dutch  fqua-» 
dron,  a  conference  was  held  on  board  the  Cumberland  on  thi; 
14th, ,  in  which  it  was  refolvedi  that  the  combined  fquadroa 
ihould  proceed  together,  with  the  £ngli(b  and  Dutch  merchant «• 
inen  under  their  convoy,  for  their  reipedtive  ports ;  which  they 
performed  accordingly  by  the  clofe  of  the  month  '• 

One  of  the  firft  things  Sir  John  Norris  did^  was,  to  difpatcH 
an  express  to  the  court  of  Stockholm,  in  order  to  be  fatisfied 
whether  the  Swedes  were  refolved  to  go  on  in  their  practice  of 
fcizing  and  confifcating  our  ihips  ;  or  whether,  before  it  was  too 
late,  they  would  confent  to  enter  into  a  negociation  for  deter« 
mining  the  difputes  which  had  arifen  between  the  two  nations« 
The  anfwer  he  received  was  fo  loofe  and  uncertain,  that  he  re- 
folved to  proceed  according  to  his  inftruf^ions.  After  Sir  John's 
departure  from  Copenhagen,  there  arrived,  under  the  convoy 
of  two  Britiih  men  of  war,  forty-fix  merchant  iliips,  that  wer^ 
not  ready  to  fail  from  England  with  Sir  John  Norris*  Thefe 
ihips  remained  till  the  Daniih  fleet  was  ready  to  fail,  in  order  to 
^ke  the  advantage  of  their  convoy.  About  the  middle  of  tbf 
month  of  Auguft,  the  Danifh  fleet,  confiiling  of  twenty  fliips  of 
the  line,  with  the  Ruflian  fquadrpn,  refolved  to  fail  up  the  BaU 
lie  with  the  EngliOi  and  Dutch  "■• 

As  the  Czar  of  Mufcovy  was  at  this  time  at  Copenhagen^  and 
defigned  to  command  his  own  ihips,  feveral  confultations  wer#^ 
held  CO  regulate  the  command  of  the  feveral  fquadrons  of  differ 
rent  nations  then  in  that  road,  which  together  were  called  thQ 
(X)nfederate  flee|.    it  was  at  laft  reiblved  to  give  the  chief  com^ 


I  Oldmiion*!  hidory  of  England,  Yvi,  ti.  p«  S95*  Annals  of  king  George, 
vol.  I.  p.  429.     Salmon's  chronolagical  htftortao,  vqI.  ti.  p.  46. 

k  Mercure  hiftoriqne  et  politique,  com.  Izi.  p.  40. 

1  Thcie  admirals  were  lent  to  procc^  onr  trade,  and  tbcf  paid  dp^  regard  ta 
fbetr  inOroOioos. 

n  Tindal's  condooation  of  Rap'ii,  vol.  iv.  p.  413.  Annali  of  Xiog  Oeorge^ 
Yflil.  Hi.  p,  10^. 
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mand  of  it  to  the  Czar  of  Mufcovy,  but  fo,  tbat  Sir  John  Ncrrs 
ihould  command  the  vanguard  of  the  united  fleet,  the  Czar  the 
body  of  the  line  of  battle,  the  Danifh  admiral  count  Gueldenlev 
the  rear,  and  that  the  Dutch  commodore,  with  his  fquadroo 
and  five  Britifli  men  of  war,  (hould  proceed  with  the  trade  of 
both  nations  for  their  rcfpcftivc  harbours  in  the  Baltic.   Accord- 
ing to  this  refolution,  the  i6th  the  Czar  hoifted  his  imperial  flag, 
as  admiral,  on  board  one  of  his  fined  (hips,  and  was  tbereupoa 
immediately  faluted  by  Sir  John  Norris  with  a  difcharge  of  his 
cannon,  which  was  followed  by  the  Danifli  and  Dutch  ;  and, 
thefe  compliments  being  paid,  his  Czarian  majefty  gave  the  (ignd 
for  failing ;  the  1 8th  they  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  Kieger- 
Bucht,  from  whence  they  failed  towards  Bornholm,  where,  being 
informed  that  theSwedifh  fleet  was  returned  to  Carlfcroon-*,  the 
Brictfh  and  Dutch  merchant  fhips,  with  their  convoys,  Separated, 
and  proceeded  on  their  refpeftive  voyages,  and  the  Czar,  with 
his  fquadron,  failed  for  the  coaft  of  Mecklenburg  **. 

The  Swedes  had  at  this  time  a  very  numerous  fleet,  and  in 
pretty  good  condition;  but  they  were  too  wife  to  hazard  it  againi^ 
fuch  an  unequal  force  as  that  of  the  confederates,  and.therefbrc 
withdrew  it  into  one  of  their  own  ports,  till  they  could  receive 
the  icing's  abfolute  orders.     On  the  28ih  of  October  Sir  John 
Norris,  with  the  Britifh  fquadron  under  Kis  command,  and  the 
Danilh  men  of  war  commanded  by  count  Gueldenlew,  arrived  st 
Bornholm,  on  which  day  the  two  cruizers,  which  Sir  John  Nor- 
ris had  fcnt  to  Carlfcroon,  returned  to  him  with  an  account,  that 
they  had  feen  the  Swcdifli  fleet,  with  two  flags  and  feven  broad 
pendants,  in  Carlfcroon,  and  all  the  (hips  they  could  difcover 
lay  rigged,  as  alfo  that  they  had  three  cruizers  under  fail  off 
the  port.     That  night  Sir  John  Norris  fent  thefe  two  cruizers, 
being  the  beft  failers  of  his  fquadron,  to  Dantzick,  to  haften  the 
trade  down  the  Baltic,  and,  if  they  found  the  fix  Britifh  men  of 
war  and  all  the  merchantmen  had  joined  there,  to  order  the 
fU)mmodore  not  to  lofe  a  moment  that  could  be  midc  ufe  of  for 
failing,  but  to  proceed.     Thefe  cruizers  arrived  at  Dantzick  on 

■  Lediard's  naval  hiftory,  vol.  ii.   p.  Stfp.    Mcrcore  hiftorique  ct  politiqn-, 
fotne  I XI.  p.  x6i,    Gordon's  life  of  Peter  the  Great,  vol.  ii.  p.  77-  ^  Lam* 

berti,  tome  i&.  p.  6^0.  whert  the  political  motives  of  this  fcc^fure  arc  coph>iiflf 
^iicufTcd. 
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the  30th,  where  they  joined  the  BritiOi  men  of  war»  and  the 
trade,  which  on  the  31ft  all  failed  from  Dantzick''. 

On  the  9th  of  NoTember  the  Britifh  men  of  war,  with  the 
trade,  joined  Sir  John  Norris's  fquadron  at  Bornholm,  (having 
failed  from  the  fleet  off  Dantzick  on  the  4th  of  this  month),  and 
the  next  day  came  all  with  him  into  the  road  of  Copenhagen. 
On  the  1 2th  arrived  the  Dutch  trade  with  their  convoy,  which 
bad  been  obliged  to  ftay  after  ours  at  Dantzick  for  provifions* 
A  few  days  after^  Sir  John  failed  from  the  road  of  Copenhagen  | 
and,  notwithftanding  his  fleet,  as  well  as  the  merchantmen  un« 
dcr  Iiis  convoyi  were  furprifcd  by  a  violent  florm,  which  difper- 
fed  them,  and  in  which  the  Auguft  of  Hxty  guns,  and  the  Gar- 
land  of  twenty-four,  were  unfortunately  loft ;  yet  the  reft,  with 
all  the  trade,  fafely  arrived  at  the  Trow  on  the  29th  of  Novem* 
ber  in  the  morning.  Sir  John  Norris  left  feven  (hips  of  war,  un- 
der the  command  of  commodore  Cleeland,  in  the  Baltic,  to  aA 
in  xonjunQion  with  the  Danes,  and  for  the  farther  fecurity  of 
the  Britiih  trade,  if  neceifary  ^.  Thus  I  have  profecuted  the 
hiftory  of  this  Baltic  expedition,  from  the  failing  to  the  return 
of  the  fleet,  that  the  reader  might  the  better  apprehend  it :  and 
now  I  ought  to  recur  to  the  proceedings  of  our  fleets  in  ihe 
channel,  but  that  it  feems  requifite  to  clear  up  fome  points  rela« 
ting  to  this  Baltic  expedition,  which  have  of  late  been  the  fubje£b 
of  high  difputes. 

The  great  point  in  queftion  as  to  this  Swedifli  expedition  is» 
whether  it  took  rife  from  our  own  concerns,  or  from  thofe  of 
the  elediorate  of  Hanover.  On  the  one  hand  it  is  very  certain 
that  the  Swedifli  privateers  took  our  fliips  as  well  as  thofe  of 
other  nations,  and  that,  in  fitting  our  fleet  for  thofe  feas,  we  did 
no  more  than  the  Dutch.  On  the  arrival  of  Sir  John  Norris  in 
the  Baltic,  our  minifter  prefented  a  memorial,'  in  which  he  feC 
forth  the  particular  damages  fuftained  by  our  merchants,  amount- 
ing to  69,024!.  2s.  9d.  for  which  he  demanded  facisfatSllon, 
and  at  the  fame  time  infifted  on  the  repeal  of  an  edift^  which  his 
Swedifli  majefty  had  lately  publilhed,  and  by  which  the  com-' 

P  Valtairc,  hiftotre  de  Charlei  XII.  ro\  de  Saede,  llv,  vii.  uhcreth/fe  <ViCputei 
are  treated  very  Aiperficblly.  %  Ledtjr'rt  naval  hiUorv,  v>l.  ii.  p.  870. 

Annals  of  king  Gcjrge,  toI.  Ui.  p.  107.     Mcr.nrc  hiCiufiq-JC  a  politique,  tome 
Ixi  p,  Ci5,  617.  \ 
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ikierce  of  the  Baltic  was  wholly  prohibited  to  the  Englifk.  Thk 
memorial  was  prefented  June  15,  1715)  and  in  it  the  natore  of 
Sir  John  Norris's  commiffion  was  explained ;  fo  that,  thxts  far, 
all  this  quarrel  feems  to  arife  from  his  majefty's  care  of  the  Bri* 
tifh  commerce  ^ 

But)  as  elector  of  Hanover,  he  had  alfo  ibme  diipntes  wkh 
his  majefly  of  Sweden,  of  quite  a  different  nature  ;   for  having 
purchafed  from  the  crown  of  Denmark  the  duchies  of  Bremen 
and  Verden,  which  had  been  taken  from  the  crown  of  Sweden^ 
he  found  himfelf  obliged,  in  quality  of  eleAor,  to  concur  with 
the  firft-mentioncd  power  in  declaring  war  againft  Sweden ;  and, 
even  before  this  was  done,  fome  Englifh  (hips  joined  the  Danhh 
fleet,  in  order  to  diftrefs  the  Swedes.    Of  this  the  Swedifh  mi* 
nifter  here  complained  by  a  memorial  delivered  to  lord  Town* 
ihend,  then  fecretary  of  ftate,  dated  Oftobcr  3,  1715.     His 
Swedifli  majedy  alfo,  in  anfwer  to  the  Hanoverian  declaration 
of  war»  publiflied  fome  very  fevere  refleAions,  in  which  he  af^ 
ferts,  that  the  honour  of  the  BritiQi  flag  had  been  proftitnted  to 
ferve  the  interefts  of  another  (late,  and  in  order  to  create  an  in« 
tercourfe  between  the  king's  regal  and  elef^oral  dominions '- 
Thus  far  I  have  given  the  evidence  on  both  fides,  and  leave  the 
whole  to  the  determination  of  the  reader,  with  this  oblervatioa 
only,  that  the  Dutch,  though  no  lefs  injured,  no  Icfs  concerned 
in  their  trade  than  we,  did  not,  however,  think  it  neceflary  to 
come  to  fuch  extremities. 

While  this  fquadron  was  employed  in  the  Baltic,  the  rebellion 
was  extinguilhed  in  Scotland,  but  with  fo  little  affiflancc  horn 
our  naval  force,  that  it  fcarce  deferves  to  be  mentioned.  It  is 
true.  Sir  George  Byng  was  fent  to  hoift  his  flag  in  the  Downs 
in  the  middle  of  fummer,  and  continued  there  as  long  as  the 
feafon  would  permit  ^ ;  but  no  enemy  appeared,  and  Sir  John 
Jennings  was  fent  to  Edinburgh,  from  whence  he  went  on  board 
the  Oxford  in  the  Frith,  and  hoiAed  his  flag  as  commander  in 

r  Lamberti,  tome  ix.  p.  tjx.    Tinda^s  contiooatlon  of  Rcpirt,  vol.  H,  p.  41]. 
Hiftorical  rcgider  for  the  year  iti<S.  p.  5x5.  *  Lamberti,  tome  ix.  p.  301. 

HiAorica).  rcg\l\cT  fttr  1 71 6,  p.  1 5.  Tinders  continuation  of  Rapin,  vol.  tv.   OM- 
mixon,  vol.  ii.  and  other  writer!.  t  Lediard's  naraj  biflory,  vol.  ii. 

p.  867.   AnnaU  of  kin^  Gtorge,  vul,  il.  p.  j.    Salrnoo*!  chioiK>}ogical]ufioriaB» 
tol  il  p.  50. 
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^hieF  of  the  fquadron  then  upon  the  coiifts,  which  titrould  have 
been  highly  ferviceable  in  cafe  the  pretender's  adherents  had  ei- 
ther had  any  naval  force>  or  had  been  fuccoured  from  beyond 
the  leas  :  but  there  was  nothing  of  this  kind.     The  rebellion 
broke  out  underthe  influence  and  direction  of  the  earl  of  Mar» 
who  was  foon  joined  by  the  clans  ;  and^  the  duke  of  Argyll  being 
fent  down  againft  him,  it  quickly  appeared  how  ill  their  meafures 
had  been  taken.     His  grace  had  indeed  but  a  fmall  number  of 
regular  troops  under  his  command ;  but  his  intereft  was  to  exten- 
fivc^  that  he  not  only  engaged  many  powerful  families  to  declare 
for  king  George,  but,  which  perhaps  was  the  greater  fcrvice  of 
the  two,  engaged  many  more  to  remain  quict^  who  otherwife 
bad  joined  the  rebels.     The  buiinefs  was  decided  by  the  battle 
of  8heriff-muir,  near  Dunblain,  fought  November  13,  1715% 
the  fame  day  that  general  Fofter,  and  the  Englifh  who  were  ill 
arms,  furrendered  at  Prefton.     Yet,  after  this,  the  chevalier  de 
St.  George  ventured  over  into  Scotland  in  a  very  poor  vtScl^ 
where  foon  finding  his  affairs  defperate^  and  his  peirfon  in  thi 
utmoft  danger,  he  contrived  to  make  bis  efcape  from  the  north 
with  the  utmoft  fecreey,  which  he  efie^led  by  going  oh  board 
a  clean-tallowed  French  fnow,  which  failed  out  of  the  harbour 
of  Montrofe  ^,  February  the  third,  in  fight  of  fome  Englifh 
men  of  wai^,  but  kept  fo  clofe  along  (horcj  that  they  foon  found 
it  was  impoffible  to  follow  her. 

Thefe  were  the  principal  tranfa£lions  of  this  year,  at  the  c1o(e 
of  which  things  were  ftill  in  filch  confufion,  that  the  parliament 
thought  &t  to  grant  very  large  fupplies  for  the  enfuing  year^  vizi^ 
io,oCo  feamen  at  the  rate  of  4I.  per  month,  the  Turns  of 
233,^49 1.  198.  6  d*  for  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  and  23,623 1, 
for  the  extraordinary  repairs  of  the  navy*.  We  have  already 
taken  notice  of  what  pafTed  under  Sir  John  Norris  in  the  Baltic^ 
And  have  therefore  only  to  obferve,  that  this  year  fome  of  the 
J)iratical  republics  in  Barbary  having  broke  the  peace^  admiral 

u  Oldmixon^i  hidory  of  England,  vol.  H.  pi  ^2Z.  Tindal's  9CRtinnation  of 
llapin,  vol.  iv,  p.  459.  Hiftoric»l  rcgiftcr  foi  lji6f  p.  108,  1,9,  Mcrcurchi- 
Oorique  et  politique,  tome  lix.  p.  6ti,  ^  Annals  of  king  George,  vol.  ii. 

p.  130.     Hitlorical  rcgiflcr  for  iyi6,  p.  iij.     Mcrcure  hiftoriquc  ci  pol!tiqua;f' 
tome  U.  p.  353.  -^  Tind*!.    Uldmixoa.    Aanais  of  king  Ccorgr,  y^i^ 

ii.  p.  XI2.  ^* 

Vol.  III.  3  K  Baker, 


4^2  NAVAL    HISTORY 

Baker,  who  had  th«  command  of  the  Englifli  fquadron  in  the 
Mediterranean y  received  orders  to  bring  them  to  reafbn,  vhich 
he  did  without  any  great  difficuity.  But  the  Salce  rovers  ftili 
did  a  great  deal  of  mifchief^  and  it  was  the  more  difiTcolt  to 
(upprefs  them,  becaufe  their  (hips  were  fo  fmall,  and  drew  b 
fittlc  water,  that  our  men  of  war  were  very  feldom  able  to  come 
near  enough  to  exchange  flatot  with  them.  At  iaft  captain  Dcl- 
garno,  one  of  tlie  mod  a£live  ofRcers  in  the  navy,  in  his  maje- 
fty's  fliip  the  Hitid  of  twenty  guns  only,  came  up  with  ooe  of 
their  beit  men  of  war  of  twenty-^our  guns,  and,  after  an  obfii- 
irate  engagen^ent  of  two  hours  and  a  half,,  obliged  her  to  ftrike  ; 
but  die  had  not  been  in  his  pofTeffion  above  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
before  fhc  futik,  and  all  her  crew,  except  thirry-eight  hands^ 
periflied  :  this,  with  the  lofs  of  another  veflcl  of  eight  guns, 
and  two  more  of  fixtcen  guns  each,  which  were  forced  on 
fliore  by  his  majefty*s  (hip  the  Bridgcwatcr,  delivered,  in  a  great 
mcaf:irc,  the  Englifli  commerce  in  the  Mediterranean  from  the 
interruptions  given  by  thefe  pirates'^. 

In  the  month  of  July  his  majefty  went  over  to  Holland,  efcortcd 
by  an  Englifh  fquadron,  and  from  thence  continued  his  journey 
by  land  tO' Hanover,  where  the  difturbances  in  the  north  made 
his  prefence  at  that  time  particularly  necef&ry,  and  where  he 
continued  the  refb  of  the  year  1716,  at  the  clofe  of  which  ad- 
miral Aylmer  failed  with  his  fquadron  for  Holland  to  efcort  him 
home '.  In  the  mean  time  the  government  was  employed  in  ex- 
tinguifhing  the  remains  of  the  rebellion  here  and  in  ScotlancT, 
.  i^nd  providing,  in  the  beft  manner  they  could,  againft  the  revi* 
▼al  of  fuch  diAurbance^,  of  which  they  had  the  greater  hopes 
from  the  condu£):  which  the  regent  of  France  purfued,  who 
ihewed  a  ftrong  incHnation  to  lire  upon  good  terms  with  Great 
Britain,  as  was  indeed  his  intercft'.  But  it  very  foon  appear- 
ed)  that,  notwithstanding  the  chevalier*^  adherents  had  loil 
their  hopes  with  rei'pc£k  to  fuccours  from  France,  they  bad  ftiJi 
another  power  willing  and  ready  to  aiUft  them. 

y  LcHiird'f  naval  Kiflory,  vol.  ii.  p.  Stf  8,  869.  ■  Hiflorical  rcgiftcr  l^ 

lyitf,  p.  355.     Mcrcurc  biftoriqoeet  politique,  tome  Ixii.  p.  %xi,  *  Tin* 

daPt  contii.uaiion  pf  Rapin,  v  J.   i?.  p.  50^.     Aanilk  of  kin^  George,  vol.  iii. 
p«  I09« 
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KJlpon  his  majefty^s  refurn  a  dangerous  confpsraqr  was  fsitd  to 
be  difcovercd,  in  wJiich  many  were  engaged  at  home  and  abroad, 
and  for  defeating  of  which  it  was  thought  neceflary  to  fecure 
the  perfon  and  papers  of  count  Gyllenbourg  ^^  then  his  Swediih 
majefty's  ambaflador  at  thisxroun,  and  who  at  tlie  time  of  his 
death  was  prime  minifter  of  that  kingdom ;  a  fa&  which  flruck 
the  foreign  miniilers  here  with  the  utmofl;  furprifc,  from  which, 
liowever,  they  qukkly  recovered  thenifelves,  when '  they  were 
informed,  that  ic  was  not  for  any  a£i  of  his  miniflry,  but  for  his 
being  concerned  in  the  management  of  a  plot  againft  the  govern- 
ment/^*    About  the  fame  time  the  famous  baron  Goertz^  wa^ 
SLt  his  Britannic  majefty^^  requeft,  arreted  in  Holland,  where  he 
a^ed  as  minifter  from  the  king  of  Sweden.     In  order  to  iatisfy 
the  worldy  the  letters  and  papers  relating  to  tl^e  invafion,  which 
it  was  faid  bis  Swediih  roajefty  intended  to  have  made  in  Scot* 
land,   were   rendered  public  %  and  the  parliament  ibon   after 
Chewed  the  warmed  refentnient  at  the  infoienceof  jthis  attempt. 
It  was  indeed  amazing,  t4iat  a  prince,  already  overwhelmed 
.by  fo  many  and  fo  powerful  eoemies,  (hould  think  of  adding  to 
their  number  by  praClices  of  this  kind :  but  whoever  confiders 
the  genius  and  fpirit  of  the  late  Charles  Xil.  will  eaiily  conceive^ 
that  it  was  natural  enough  for  him  to  embrace   any  expedient, 
Jiow  dangerous  foever,  which  feemed  to  promife  the  difTolving 
that  confederacy  by  which  he  was  diftreiTed.  But  his  defign  was 
•not  only  rendered  abortive  by  this  unexpefted  difcovery,  which 
put  it  abfolutcly.out  of  his  pow^r  to  carry  it  into  execution ;  box 
it  likewife  brought  upon  him  new  difficulties,  in  confcrquence  of 
his  Britannic  majefty's  refcntment  of  fuch  behaviour^  which  prc^ 
fently  difcovercd  itfclf  by  the  vigorous  refolutions  taken  here  ; 
for,  on  the  :2ifk  of  February,  it  was  refolved  in  the  houfe  of 
commons.,  "  That  a  bill  be  brought  in  to  autliorife  his  majcfl:^ 
<«  to  prohibit  commence  with  Sweden,  during  fuch  a  time  as  his 
<«  m^'efly  fliall  think  at  neccflary,for  the  fafetyand  peace  of  his 

^  Oldmixon't  hiftory  of  Kngland,  vol,  li,  p.  630.  Sjlmon's  chronological  hi- 
Oorian,  vol.  ii.  p.  (5p.  Mcrcure  hinoriquc  et  poli.iqnc,  tome  Ixii.  p.  114^ 
«  See  Mr.  Secretary  Sianhope^s  letter  to  the  foieign  minificrs,  then  rcfiding  in 
Kngland,  in  the  Klftoricdl  Tigiftcr  fcr  the  year  1717,  p.  67,  d  Ann«U  0f 

king  George,  vol.  iii.  p.  14T.  *  Hiftorical  TCgiftcr  for  17' 7f  P*  7^"     Mctw 

if^fc  bidorit^ue  ct  poliiiijuc,  lomc  Ui'i.  p.  341* 
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<<  kingdom  }*  which  aftervards  pafied  both  houfes,  and  lud 
the  royal  affirnti  aud,  on  the  2d  of  March,  a  proclaaiatkm  vif 

publifhed  for  this  purpofe^. 

As  it  was  fprereenthat  this  affair  moft  oeceflariljoccafion  the 
fending  another  fquadrqn  to  the  Bahic,  the  n^cztbry  fapplia 
were  very  early  granted,  tii*.   10,000  Teamen  for   the    fcrricc 
of  the  year  1717  -,  226,799!.  5s.  3d.  for  the  ordinary  of  tbc 
navy,  and  20:»76il.  for  the  extraordinary  repairs,    and  for  the 
fiirnifliing  fuch  fearfVores  as  might  be  necefiary  b.    Immediately 
after,  orders  wer.e  ifliied  for  forming  a  grand  fquadron,  confiil- 
ing  of  r\venty»one  (hips  of  the  line,  bcfides  frigates,  for  the  Bal- 
tic, the  command  of  which  was  given  to  Sir  George  Byng,  who 
was  to  have  had  two  admirals  under  him,  with  an  additional 
force;  but,  before  thofc  fhips  were  ready,  the  miniflry  aherej 
their  defign,  and  Sir  George,  in  obedience  to   fireih   orders, 
filled  on  the  30th  of  March  for  Copenhagen  ^. 

tVhaieverneceflTity  there  might  be  for  thefe  vigorous  mcaftires, 
yet  it  is  certain,  that  this  neceffity  did  not  fo  fully  appear  to  many 
%vho  were  hitherto  fuppofed  as  penetrating  politicians  as  any  in 
this  kingdom;  and  therefore  an  oppoGtion  was   created  where 
it  was  lead  expected,  J  mean  by  fome  who  had  the  honour  to 
be  in  the  king's  councils,  which,  however  did  not  hinder  thera 
from  cxprcfling  thci^  fcntiments  with  a  Britifh  frcedooi.   Their 
iirguments,  however,  had  fo  little  weight,  that,  as  fbon  as  Sir 
George  Byng  was  failed,  fome  of  the  great  minifters  prerailej 
ppon  his  majeft Y  to  fend,  on  the  3d  of  April,  1 7 1 7,  a  meflage  to 
the  houfe  of  commons  to  this  fcft'cft:  ^<  That,  being  defirons  to 
«  fecurc  his  kingdoms  againft  the  prefent  dangers  with  which 
«  they  were;  threatened  from   Sweden,  he  hoped   they  would 
*«  enable  him  to  make  good  fuch  engagements  as  might  cafe  his 
4<  people  of  all  future  charge  and  apprehenfions  upon  this  ac- 
«  count'."     This   occafioncd   warm  debates  in  the  houfe,  it 
being  faid,  that  the  demanding  a  fupply,  without  communicating 
the  particular  ufes  to  which  it  was  to  be  appropriated,  was  un- 

f  Chandler'*  debates  vol.  vi,  p.  icp.  HiOortcal  teoiftcr  for  1717,  p.  170. 
?  Annals  of  K.  George,  vol.  iii.  p.  15a.  Tindal's  cortcinuation  efRapto,  vol.  iv. 
iliftorical  regiftcr  ftr  17 17,  p.  143.  h  Oldreixon'*  hifloiy  of  Eogland, 

yot.  iu  p.  6^6,     Hi/lotic^l  regi(ler  for  1717,  p.  73.     Columna   roArata,  p.  300. 

•  Cbar.dhr'a  dtbiitf,  vo!.  vi.  p.  xi;. 
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parliamentary }  and  even  Mr.  Walpole,  afterwards  created  eail 
of  Orford,  and  Mr.  Speaker,  appear  to  be  againft  it.  How- 
ever, it  was  at  length  carried  in  the  committee,  by  164  to  14^^ 
••  That  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  a  fum  rrot  ex* 
•*  cccding  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  be  granted 
**  to  bis  raajcfty,  to  concert  fuch  mcafures  with  foreign  princes 
••  and  ftates  as  may  prevent  any  charge  and  apprchenfion  front 
^*  the  defigns  of  Sweden  for  the  future.'*  When  the  queftioii 
for  agreeing  with  the  committee  was  put  in  the  houfc,  it  was 
carried  but  by  four  voices,  v/z.  yeas  153,  noes  149*^. 

The  next  morning  Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope  let  the  lord  Town* 
fliend  know,  that  his  majcfty  had  no  fiirther  occafion  for  his 
■fcrvicc,  as  lord- lieutenant  of  Ireland:  whereupon  Mr.  Walpole, 
who  was  then  firft  commiffioner  of  the  treafury,  Mr.  Methuea 
fccretary  of  ftate,  and  Mr.  Pultency  fecretary  at  war,  laid  dowA 
their  employments '.  A  few  days  after,  Edward,  (Ruffel)  eart 
of  Orford,  reGgned  his  office  of  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty; 
upon  which  his  majefty  thought  proper  to  change  that  board, 
and  accordingly,  James,  earl  of  Berkley,  Matthew  Aylmer,  Efq[; 
Sir  George  Byng,  James  Cockburn,  and  William  Chetwynd, 
Efqrs.  were  made  lords  cpmrniflioncrs  of  the  admiralty  ". 

It  was  ncceflary  to  take  notice  of  thefe  domeftic  proceedings, 
before  we  followed  Sir  George  Byng  with  his  fleet  into  the 
Bahic;,, where  fo  little  was  performed,  that  if  is  not  cafy  to  give 
the  reader  any  tolerable  fatisfa^ion  about  it.  On  the  nth  of 
April,  Sir  George  arrived  in  the  road  of  Copenhagen ;  the  next 
day  he  bad  an  audience  of  the  king  of  Denmark,  and  aiBfted 
at  feveral  conferences,  which  were  held  in  the  fucceeding  week, 
in  order  to  fettle  the  operations  byfca,  and  the  command  of  the 
confederate  fleet,  in  cafe  it  fhould  be  thought  rcquifite  for  the 
feveral  fquadrons  to  join"^  Sir  Qeorge  next  detached  five  fliips 
of  the  line  to  cruize  in  the  Categat,  between  Gottenburgh  and 
the  point  of  Schagen,  to  cover  the  trade  from  the  Swedifti  pri- 

^  Tindal's  cortinuation  of  Rapin^  vol.  it.  p*  5x1.     Aoiuts  of  king  George,  voU 
iti.  p.  i6i.     lltftoricdl  regifler  for  I7I7>  p»  153.  '  Oldmixon's  hiftoiy  of 

England,  vol.  ii.  p.  6\^^  ^  Annals  of  king  Georgr,  Vol.  iii.  p.  169.    SaK 

mon's  chroaolo^icil  hiftoriap,  vol.  ii.  p.  71.  ^  JLediard'a  oaval  biftory, 

vol.  ii.  p.  871.     Annals  of  kir.g  Geor£e,  vol.  ui.  p.  317.     Mcrrore  kiftorique  U, 
po'itique^  tojji.  Ui.  p  507. 
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iFiteers.    The  Danifh  cruizers  being  likewife  employed  for  t*jie 
fame  purpofe,  the  paflage  was  fo  eflTefhiaUjr  fecarcd,  that  no 
fliips  could  pafs  out  of  that  port.     Sir  George  himielf  waked 
only  for  a  fair  wind  to  fail  with  the  red  of  the  Brttifh  fquadroa 
into  the  Baltici  where  the  Swedes,  however,  had   by  thistioYe 
abfolutely  laid  ailde  whatever  defigns  were  formed^  either  to  our 
prejudice  or  againfl  the  general  peace  of  Europe. 
.    On  the  7th  of  May,  howeveri  our  admiral  failed  from  Co- 
penhagen, having  under  his  convoy  a  great  number  of  merchant 
ihipS|  bound  for  feveral  parts  of  the  Baltic,  and  in  the  Kioger- 
bucht  was  joined  hy  the  Daniih  fleet,  commanded   by  vice-ad- 
miral Gabel :  tbey  failed  together  towards  Carlfcroon;  but  were 
obliged  by  contrary  winds  to  return.     As  no  enemy  appeared^ 
and  the  feafon  of  the  year  began  to  advance,  Sir  George  T3yng 
thought  of  coming  home  with  the  fleet ;  and  accordingly,  on 
the  id  of  November,  pad  the  Sound  °  with  nine  Engliib  men 
of  war,  tliree  frigates,  and  three  vcflcls  of  fmall  burden,  leaving 
behind  him  fix  men  of  war,  to  a£b  in  conjunQion  with  the  Da- 
ni(h  fleet;  and  on  the  15th  of  the  fame  month  arrived  fafc  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Thames  j  there  leaving  his  fquadrop,  he  came 
iipto  London,  where  he  was  gracioufly  received  by  his  majeiry. 
So  that  here  ended  the  naval  expedition  for  this  year,  and  with 
it,  in  a  great  meafure,  all  the  apprehenflons  the  nation  was  un- 
der  from  the  Swedes'* 

In 

^  Le^'arJ's  ravil  l.iftory,  vol.  i*.  r.  872.  Annals  of  king  Gergc,  ro\  iv.  p.  63. 
'MercBre  hif^oriqte  &  poHuqne,  torn.  )xi)i.  p.  689. 

P  To  qu'et  ihs  m-Rds  of  the  pfoplf,  ai»d  prevent  tKcir  running  inm  a  ronton 
^hac  cKf  fttnng  out  this  fleer  was  not  jcai.y  tntcnied  for  the  honour  aM  fervice  af 
Grcdt  Britain,  ibe  following  account  was  publiibcd  In  tbe  Cazetre, 

**  Cart/m  Ledock  of  t^c  Pa-ither,  who  command!  ibe  Jhips  appointed  bj  St 

**  Gccr^e  Byng  to  cralce  off"  Go  tenbnrfh,  gtvtt  an  account  by  h>s  letter,  4}«red 

«<  rhe  t3'h'of  laft  month,  that  on  the  27th  of  April  he  fa  led  o^t  of  Marde  ia 

**  Norwav,    and  three  <ia)«  a'ter   trok  a    SwediHt.  privatecr-doggcr   of  fix  g.:n» 

"  and  feventy-:«vo  mrn,  commanded  by  one  Sr.  Le^er,  the   person    who    )cme 

«*  time  fince  feiaed  one  of  our  packet-boad.     That  tbe  fame  afternoon    he  rc- 

•*  took  a  Dutch  hoy,  which  had  been  taken  the  dsy  before  by  a  Sw?dilb  ftip  of 

*'  ten  (uni ;   anJ  on    ihs   t<l  of  Ma?,  in  the  afternoon,    he   met    and  t  ok  ihre 

*<  privateer  irto  whofe  hands  the  hoy  had  fallen  ;  all  which  prizes  were  carried 

^<  i'^to  Amnd-I  ;  and  that,  the  <9th  at  night,  the  Strafford  rrtook  a  Durck   ii/- 

^*  bo^l.     By  another  letter  from  c«i>  alo  Lefiock^   dated  the  26ih    ot  M'v,  h« 

t  -J. . 


ofKingGEORGEL  447 

In  the  mean  rime  his  majefty  had  thought  fit  to  appoint  Sir 
John  Norm  envoy  extraordinary  and  plenipotentiary  to  the 
Czar  of  Mufcovy  *» ;  and,  as  if  things  began  to  bcfo  difpofed  as 
to  admit  of  a  peace  in  the  north,  a  rcfolution  was  taken  to  dif- 
charge  count  Gyllenbourg,  which  was  thus  brought  about.  His 
royal  highnefs  the  duke  of  Orleans  ordered  the  French  miniftcc 
here'  to  acquaint  the  king,  that  his  royal  highnefc  was  perfeS- 
ly  wcH  informed  as  to  the  king  of  Sweden^s   difpofition,  anci 
that  he  was  thoroughly  fatisficd,  that  his  Swcdifli  majefty  had 
not,  or  ever  had,  any  intention  to  difturb  the  tranquillity  of  his 
Britannic  majefty's  dominions  5  that  if,  therefore,  his  minifters 
had  entered  into  any  praftiees  of  that  kind,  it  was  entirely  with- 
out his  knowledge  5  and  that,  upon  their  return  to  Sweden,  he 
would  caufe  a  ftrift  inquiry  to  be  made  into  their  conduft,  in 
order  to  punifh  them,  if  they  fliouM  be  proved  guilty  ».  tJpoii 
this  propofition  from  the  regent  of  France,  it  was  agreed,  that 
count  GyllenbouFg  ihould  be  exchanged  againft  Mr.  Jackfon, 
the  Engliflj  miniftcr  at  Stockholm,  and    that  baron  Goertz 
fhould  be  releafcd  from  his  confinement  in  Holland,  which  was 
accordingly  performed.     Yet  the  ftorm  did  not  entirely  blo\r 
over ;  but  the  Swedifc  quarrel  ftill  proved  a  fource  of  new  ex- 
pence  to  the  Britiflfi  nation  ^ 

The  miniftry,  to  fhew  that  their  thoughts  were  not  wholly 
taken  up  by  thefe  difputes  in  the  north,  framed  at  this  time  a 
very  juft  and  laudable  defign  of  fupprcffing  the  pirates  in  the 
"Weft  Indies,  who,  fincc  the  clofe  of  the  late  war,  were  become 
very  numerous  and  highly  infolent.  And  to  give  the  public  a 
juft  idea  of  their  care  in  this  refpecl,  they  caufed  an  order  of 

•<  give  in  account,  that  hU  majefty 's  (hip  the  Severn  had  taken  a  plratr ,  and  re. 
*(  taken  a  Dntch  Af-boat ;  that  the  Chatham  had  taken  two  Swedifh  privateers  j 
**  and  that,  on  the  i  jth  of  the  faid  mo«ah  of  May,  our  ifatpa  took  a  SwediOi  bri- 
«•  (rantine  of  eight  jjiint  and  twenty-fix  men." 

<J  HiUoncal  regifter  fiir  1717.  P«  i^-  '  Tind-1\  continwation  of  Ra' 

pm,  vol.  TV.  p.  540.  01dn»ixu>n*»  hiflory  of  Enj^latid,  V'\.  n.  p.  #49.  Annalf 
of  king  OeurKe,  vol,   iii.  p.  310.  •  Voliaire   hiiMre  de  Charles  Xlk 

roi  de  Socdc,  lib.  viii.  where  he  fayi,  they  wcic  releafed  without  hit  Swedifti  ma- 
jefty'* deigning  10  give  the  king  of  Britain  the  finallcn  Uti}>fa6ion.  Yet  be  ac- 
knowledget  the  principal  point  the  Czar  carried,  while  in  France,  wai  engaging 
the  duke  rcgem  w  imereft  lumfclf  in  this  affair.  «  Hiflorical  regiltec 

M  1717,  P-  3S.     Mciciiif  Ui.l'iiv*^  &  P'  ^^W^^>  ^^™*  !*"'•  P*  35^' 
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council^  dated  the  15th  of  September,   17179  to  be  publiHied^ 
to   the  effect  following,  viz,  ^^  That  complaint  having  been 
*<  made  to  bis  majedy  by  great  numbers  of  merchants*  malicn 
«  of  Oiips,  and  others,  as  well  as  by  the  fevcral  governors  of 
«  his  majclly's  iflands  and  pbnutions  in  the  Weft  In<ii<^,  that 
«  the  pirates  are  grown  fo  numerous,  that  they  iofcft  not  only 
<<  the  Teas  of  Jamaica,  but  even  thofe  of  the  northern  comment 
^  of  America ;  and  that  unleis  fome  effe^ual  means  be  uled, 
^  the  whole  trade  from  Great  Britain  in  thofe  parts  will  not  on- 
<c  ]y  be  obf^ruded,  but  be  in  imminent  danger  of  being  ]ofi  ^  his 
<<  majedy  has,  upon  mature  deliberation  in  council,  been  gra* 
*<  cloufly  pleafed,  in  the  iirft  place,  to  order  a  proper  force  to 
<<  be  employed  for  fupprefling  the  faid  piracies  ;  and,   chat  00- 
«  thing  may  be  wanting  for  the  more  cffe£luai  putting  an  end  to 
<<  the  faid  piracies,  his  majefty  had  alfo  been  gracioufly  pJeafed 
«  to  iflue  a  proclamation,  dated  the  5th  inftant.    And,  whereas 
<<  it  hat^  alfo  been  reprefented  to  bis  majefty,  chat  the  houie  of 
*<  lords  had  addreiTed  her  late  majefty  on  this  accoont,  partiui- 
<<  larly  with  rcfpe£l  to  the  Bahama-iilands  }  but  that  there  were 
<<  not  any  means  ufed,  in  compliance  with  that  addrels,  for  fe- 
«  curing  the  faid  Bahama-iflands )  and  that,  at  this  time,  the 
«  pirates  have  a  lodgment  with  a  battery  on  Harbour^iiland,  one 
**  of  the  Bahamas,  as  alfo,  that  the  ufual  retreat,  and  general  rc- 
«<  ceptacle  for  pirates,  is  at  Providence,  the  prmcipal  of  thofe 
«  iflands  ;  his  majefty  has  been  farther  pleafed  to  give  dire&ioos 
<'  for  diflodjying  thofe  pirates,  who  have  taken  fhelter  in  the 
"  faid  iflands,  as  well  as  for  fecuring  thofe  iflands,  and  making 
<<  fettlements,  and  a  fortification  there,  for  the  fafety  and  beae- 
«<  fit  of  the  trade  and  navigation  of  thofe  feas  for  the  future  "." 
By  a  proclamation,  dated  the  fifth  of  September,  1 7 1 7  ^'y  his 
majefty  promifed  his  pardon  to  any  Englifh  Weft  India  pirates, 
who  fhould  furrendcr  themfclvcs  on  or  before  the  5th  of  Sep- 
tcmbcr  following,  for  all  piracies  committed  before  the  jih  of 
January  preceding  :  and,  after  the  faid  5th  of  September  any  of 
his  majefty's  officers  by  fea  or  land,  who  fliould  take  a  pirate, 
tapon  his  conviction,  to  have  for  a  captain,  a  hundred  pounds; 

u  Annals  of  king  George,  vol.  tv.  p.  317.     Oldmixofi,  Tol.  ii.     Tindart  coa- 
linuation  of  Rapin,  vf«l.  iv.  ^  Hi^ortcal  rc^iftcr  for  iTiTj  p-  37.    SaJ- 

inon's  chionolo^JCil  willoriaii,  vol:  H.  p.  77. 
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£or  any  other  officer,  from  a^ieutenant  down  to  a  gunner,  forty 
pounds ;  for  an  inferior  oflScer,  thirty  pounds  ^  and  for  every 
private  man,  twenty  jpounds.     Laftly,  any  pirate  deliverhig  up 
a  captain,  or  commander,  oti  or  before  the  6th  of  September 
following,  (fo  as  he  (hould  be  convidled),  was  to  have  two  hun« 
dred  pounds  reward,  to  be  paid  at  the  treafury.    ^e  (hall,  in 
creating  of  the  events  oiF  next  year,  give  a  large  account  of  the 
good  effeAs  which  this  proclamation  produced,  by  giving  an  im- 
mediate check  to  the  infolency  of  thefe  fort  of  people^  and  open- 
ing a  way  to  thciir  total  fuppreilion.     But  it  is  now  time  to  re- 
turn to  affairs  of  greater  importance>'and  to  fay  fomewhat  of  the 
politics  of  the  British  miniftry  at  this  junfture  j  the  rather,  be- 
cauie  alt  the  hav^l  tranfaftions  which  follow,  depend  entirely 
upoh  them. 

The  troubles  of  the  north  ilili  fubfifting,  we  could  not  fud- 
denly  extricate  ourfelvcs  from  the  fliare  we  had  taken  in^tbenii 
though  it  was  viflbly  fuch  a  one,  as  had  put  bur  commerce  un- 
der great  difficulties  abroad,  and  pferplexed  us  not  a  little  at 
Borne.  The  merchants  complained  of  the  bad  efTeAs  which  the 
prohibition  of  trade  with  Sweden  had  produced ;  aiTerting  that, 
inl^ead  of  thirty  thoufauds  pounds  a-year,  which  the  balance  of 
that  tr^de  coniftahtly  brought  us,  we  now  loft  ninety  thoufand 
^unds  a-year;  by  purchafing  Swedifh  commodities  from  other 
people,  particularly  from  the  Dutch,  who  raifed  the  price  of 
SwediQi  ik-on  four  pounds  a  ton ;  which  was  thought  the  hard- 
er, becaufe,  in  the  original  quarrel,  the  Dutch  were  as  deep  as 
ourfelvcs,  and  noi^,  by  an  unaccountable  turn,  they  were  in 
poflcflion  of  the  whole  bwedifli  trade  j  and  we,  after  all  our  ar- 
maments, were  intirely  excluded  *. 

This  was  the  effeft  of  the  Swedifh  war  abroad ;  but  here  at 
borne,  things  were  in  a  worfe  Gtuation ;  for  feveral  of  the  lead- 
ing patriots  who  had  refigned  their  places,  upon  that  change  of 
meafures  which  produced  the  Swedifh  war,  infifted  warmly, 
both  within  doors,  and  without,  that  it  was  now  carried  on, 
not  only  without  regard,  but  in  diref):  oppoGtion,  and  with  ma- 
utfefl  difadvantage  to  the  interefl  of  Great  Britain.  In  proof  of 

X  Chandler's  debates,  vol.  ▼!.  p.  178.    Hiftorical  regijfler,  for  1718,  p«  141. 
Annals  of  king  George,  vol.  iv.  p,  113. 

Vol.  III.  3  L  tbit. 
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<bisj  they  altedgcd  not  onljr  the  memorials  prefented  from  tsae 
to  time  hj  the  Swedish  minifiers^  bat  thofe  alio- delivered  of  uns 
By  the  minifter  from  the  Czar  >  which  concvired  in  affirmiiig, 
tbat  all  our  meafurts  in  the  north  were  gOYcr^ed  bj  the  Ger- 
man mtereft^  I  do  npt  take  upon  me  to  determinie  whether 
Aefe  gentlemen  were  in  the  right,  or  in  the  wrong.  I  only  re- 
late matters  of  faA  as  I  find  them  :  and  relate  tkem^.  becaufe  mj 
hiftory  would  not  be  intelligible  without  them* 

The  miniftry,  hmrever,  did  not  change  their  fentiniexits,  bin 
perfifted  ftill  in  their  refeiotion,  to  bring  the  king  of  Sweden  to 
fuch  terms  as  they  thought  itafonable  by  force.    This  was  a 
method}  which,  of  aU  princes,  Charles  XII.  conld  leaft  bear; 
and  therefore  inflead  of  thinking  of  a  peace  npon  fuch  terms, 
he  turned  his  thovghts  intirely  on  the  means  of  carrying  on  the 
^ar;  andy  though  his  affitirs  were  in  a  very  low  and  diftrefied 
condition,  yet  hie  heroic  fpirit,  joined  to  the  indefatig^e  paiss 
he  tool(,  put  them  at  laft  into  foeh  a  pofture^  that,  if  he  h^J 
Hot  been  fnatched  away  by  a  fudden  death,  it  is  highly  proba- 
ble he  would  have  reflored  them)  ai  kaft  oo  the  fide  c^  Ger- 
fitany  *. 

.  But  this  was  not  the  only  afl^ir  of  confequence  tbat  employ- 
^d  the  thoughts  of  the  adminiftration.  We  were  then  in  clofe 
confederacy  with  the  emperor  and  France,  and,  in  conjondios 
^ith  thele  powers,  bad  undertaken  to  fettle  the  affairs  of  Eu- 
rope on  a  better  foundation  than  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  Ids 
them*  With  this  view,  the  triple  alliance  was  concluded  on  the 
4th  January^  iTfj^i  and,  that  not  anfwcring  the  end  expelled 
from  it,  we  next  entered  (as  will  be  fhewn)  into  the  £amous  qua- 
druple alliance^,  which  was  intended  to  remedy  all  thefedcH^, 
and  to  fix  the  general  tranquillity  for  ever.  Yet,  by  unfbrefcen 
accidents,  to  which  human  policy  will  be  ahrays  liable>  thisal- 

7  Lambent,  tern,  x*  p.  4o**|i,  where  the  icader  wnj  Iia4  tite  frecn}  ae* 

iBoriaU,  and  mfwers  to  then.  >  Voluire  htftoir«  de  Charles  211.  rci 

de  Suede,  Hf  ▼iii.  p.  318,  3x9.  Mercure  biAorique  et  polici^,  loai.  Iiv'. 
p.  37.     Oldmixon^t  hiftory,  vol.  it.  p.  tf»8,  e*  Corps  univerfel  dipbma- 

tiq^ie,  tooif  viti.  pert  I.  p.  484.  TindaPs  conHnnation  of  Rapln,  vol.  hr.  p.  50!. 
()ldiDixon*t  hiftory  of  the  Seaarts,  vol.  ii.  p.  tftfo.  Aonali  of  king  Ceotgf,  fol 
iv*  p*  X39*  b  Corps  DDivcrrd  dipt  'macique,  torn.  yUu  pert  T.  p.  sp, 

Annals  of  king  Ocor^»  vol.  if.  p.  s^tf.    Hiftorkal  ss|iftcr,  Ibr  i^t9,  p.  pi. 
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Eiance  proved  the  caufe  of  an  immediate  war  between  us  aiMj 
Spaiiv  a^nd  in  its  confequences  was  the  fotuxe  of  all  the  trouUes 
that  difturbed  Europe^  from  tlie  time  of  its  conclufion  to  the 
peace  of  Aiz4a-»ChapeUe« 

By  this  quadruple  treaty  {the  teims  of  mh\^  were  idready 
fixed,  though  it  was  not  executed  for  fome  months  afterwards) 
the  contraAing  powers  undertook  U>  fatisfy  the  emperor  and  the 
king  of  Spaing  in  order  to  whkh|  his  imperial  msjefty  was  to 
have  Sicily  given  Um ;  and  the  re?erfion  of  all  the  Italian  do* 
minions,  -which  the  queen  of  Spain  preteiided  was  to  he  fecure<i 
to  her  pofterity.    The  crown  of  Spain  was  highlj  difpleafe4 
with  the  provifion  made  for  its  tntereft;  and  though  the  empe* 
ror  feemed  to  be  very  well  contented  at  this  juncture ;  jtu  a$ 
foon  as  Spain  was  compelled  to  accept  what  was  now  offered 
her,  he  alio  grew  difpleafed  with  this  pafftition,  and  we  were 
many  years  unaUe  to  keep  them  both  in  any  temper,  or  pre- 
ferve  darfelTes  from  being  involved  in  their  quarrels,  as  the  rea? 
der,  in  the  courfe  of  this  work^  wilPbe  fufficiently  informed,. 
Thefe  Spaniih  difj^utes  were  another  ground  of  oppofition,  whicl^ 
afforded  room  lior  the  then  patr^s  tp  complain,  that  we  were 
more  attentive  to  the  intereft  of  the  emperor,  than  carefol  of  the 
Commerce  of  Great  Britain.     In  fpite  of  this  clamour,  the  mi- 
niftry  concerted  with  the  emperor  and  France,  the  proper  means 
for  executing  the  projedi  which  gave  birth  to  this  treaty,  by 
taking  the  ifland  of  i$icily  from  the  duke  ef  Savoy,  who  wa^ 
now  poilefied  of  it,  with  the  title  of  king,  and  giving  it  to  his 
imperial  msyefty ;  to  which  the  firftrmentioned  prince  was  ob- 
liged to  fubmit,  becattfe  he  faw  plainly,  that  if  he  did  not  con- 
fent  to  yield  this  kingdoms  to  the  emperor,  he  fliould  either  have 
it  taken  from  htm  by  force,  pr  lofe  it  to  the  Spaniards,  from 
whom  Sardinia  was,  by  ^r  plan,  tp  be  taken  and  beftowed  oi| 
the.  dttke  of  Savoy,  in  exchange  for  Sicily  ^^ 

In  this  critical  fituation  things  were^  when  the  parliament  met 
on  the  21  ft  of  November,  1717 ;  and,  on  the  ad  of  December 
following^  they  granted,  as  the  cuftom  had  been  of  late  years, 
10,000  feamen  for  the  year  1718,  and  224,837  L  14  s.  iid. 

*  TiiMbrf  contiott««ion  of  Rapio,  vol.  !▼.  p.  s^^*    0\dn\tKon*$  hiflorjr  oC 
^aS^ani,  ?oK  iU  p.  4^o.    AocaU  of  king  George,  vol.  iv,  p.  188,  ,189, 
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for  the  ordinary  of  the  navy.  But,  as  this  would  by  no  macs 
anfwer  the  defigns  that  had  been  formed  by  the  adminifin- 
tion,  the  king  was  prevailed  upon  to  fend  a  racflage  to  the  bode 
of  commons  on  the  17th  of  March,  conceived  in  the  f<dlowuig 

terms": 

»Q£QROE    BEX 

<<  His  majefty  being  at  prefent  engaged  in  feveral  negocia- 
<«  tionsy  of  the  utmoft  concern  to  the  welfare  of  tbefe  king- 
^<  dom^y  and  the  tranquillity  of  Europe ;  and  having  lately  re- 
<<  ceived  information  from  abroad,  which  makes  him  judge  chat 
«*  it  will  give  weight  to  his  endeavours,  if  a  naval  force  be  em- 
«  ployed  "where  it  fhall  be  neccuary,  does  think  fit  to  ac- 
<<  quamt  this  houfe  therewith  \  not  doubtingi  but  that  in  cjf: 
"  he  fliould  be  obliged,  at  this  critical  juncture,  to  exceed 
•*  the  number  of  men  granted  this  year  for  the  fea-fcrvice, 
«  the  houfe  will  at  their  next  meeting  provide  for  fuch  ex- 
«  ceeding.'* 


•  I 


This  meflage  was  brought  to  the  houfe  by  Mr.  Bofcawcn, 
and  an  addrefs,  promifing  to  make  good  fuch  exceedings  a^ 
were  mentioned,  if  they  Hiould  be  found  neceflary,  was  moved 
for  by  Sir  William  Strickland,  and  agreed  to,  without  a  diri- 
fion ;  which  was  extremely  agreeable  to  the  court  ^.  The  next 
day  the  king  thought  fit  to  make  fome  alterations  at  the  navy- 
board  ;  and,  accordingly,  James,  earl  of  Berkley,  Sir  George 
9yng,  Sir  John  Jennings^  John  Cockbum^  and' William  Cha- 
wynd,  Efqrs.  Sir  John  Norris,  and  Sir  Charles  Wager,  were 
declared  commiilioners  for  executing  the  ofBce  of  lord  hlgb- 
admiral  of  England,  Ireland,  ts^c.  the  right  honourable  James, 
^arl  of  Berkley,  appointed  vice-admiral,  ^nd  Matthew  Aylmer, 
Efq-,  rear-admiral  of  Great  Britain,  who  was  foon  after  raited 
to  the  dignity  of  a  baron  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  f  • 

4  Chandler's  debates,  toI.  vu  p.  150,  xSo.  e  Anoah  of  kui{ 

George,  vol.  iv.  p.  ixi,  iii.    OldmixoD**  hiflory  of  EosUndt  vol.  \L  f,  tfjl. 

TindaKs  Continuation  of  Ra{)in,  vrl.  ii.  p.  56I,  f  Hinorical  hglht 

fir  17 19,  p.  zx.    Annsli  of  king  George,  vol.  iv.  p.  377.     Salmon's  cikfoaok- 
«icil  biftorian,  vcl.  ii.  p.  80.  *      .  - 
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Whil^  tljef^  fteps  were  taking,  a  great  number  of  large  Ibips 
were  put  into  comtniiBon|  and  fuch  ot^er  meafures  purfued,  a^ 
rendered  it  evident,  that  the  fleet  now  fitting  out,  would  not 
prove  a  fleet  of  parade*    The  Spanifli  miniftcr  here,  M.  dc 
Monteleone,  whp  was  9  man  of  forcfight  aqd  intrigue,  being 
alarmed  at  thefe  appearances,  reprefentecl  in  a  memoria],  dated 
the  18th  of  March,  1718,  <<  That  fo  powerful  an  armament, 
y  in  time  of  peace,  could  not  but  caufe  umbrage  to  the  king 
««  his  maftcr,  and  aher  the  good  intelligence  that  reigned  be. 
f«  tween  the  two  crowns.V     The  kii^g  anfwered,  «*  That  it  was 
<<  not  his  intention  to  conceal  the  fubjefl:  of  that  armament  i 
f*  and  that  he  defigned'  fopn  to  fend  admiral  Byng,   with  a 
<f  powerful  fquadroo,  into  (he  Mediterranean  ^C2l,  in  order  to 
f<  maintain  the  neutrality  of  Italy,   againft  thofe  who  fhould 
J«  fcek  to  difturb  it  *,^    The  reafon  afligned  fpr  adling  with  fo 
znuch  vigour,  was  the  difpofitions  made  in  Spain  for  attacking 
the  ifland  of  Sicily,  apd  the  hardOiips  that  were  put  upon  the 
Britifti  merchants.     Cardinal  Alberoni,  who  was  then  at  the' 
head  of*  the  Spanifli  affairs,  defended  himfdf,  and  the  meafures 
he  had  ^aken,  with  great  fpirit,   endeavoupng   tp   make  the 
world  believe,  tba^  the  Spanifli  expeditiqn  againft  the  ifland  of 
Sicily  was  not  fo  much  a  matter  of  choice,  as  of  neceflity,     I 
fliould  wrong  that  able  minifter  extremely,  if  I  fhould  endea- 
vour to  give  his  fenfe  in  any  other  words  than  his  own  ;  and, 
therefore,  I  have  preferved  his  lettgr  upon  this  fubje£t^  ^  which 

IS 

S  Tinial't  coDtinoitioii  of  Kapin,  vol.  W.  p.  562.  Oldmiyon,  vol.  ii* 
Annals  of  king  George,  vol*  iy.  p.  166.  Mercure  hiAori^ue  e(  politi^ue^ 
tome  liiv.  p.  467.     *  •      ' 

^  The  letter  referred  to  in  (be  text  wu  written  by  cardioal  Alberoni  roth* 
niarquii  de  Btrreiti  Laodi,  bis  Catholic  majefty's  ambaiTftdor  to  the  Sutes  Gene» 
ialf  who  coinmonicar«d  it  to*  their  high  mightinefles.  The  reader  will  eafily 
ftteeire^  that  thit  letter  fyUi  a  good  deal  later  in  point  of  time,  than  where  I 
place  it ;  hot,  iii  tt  contains  the  rearoni  of  the  Sicilian  expedition,  1  (bougbt  it 
taae  in'beA  for  my  porpofe  here. 

*^  X  ac^aint  yoor  •xcellencyi  that  my  lord.  Stanhope  (et  out  the  ^h  of 
^'  this  month  from  the  court  at  the  Bfcnrial  for  Madrid;  whence  he  was  to 
"  proceed  in  bis  journey  to  Paris ;  having  fccn  proofs  HifEcient,  during  his  ilajr 
''  here,  of  the  conftancy  and  Hrmnefs  with  which  the  king  rcje^ed  the  proje£^ 
'*  uf  the  priotc's  mcdiaior5|  and  the  fufpcofion  of  arms  1«I\  propofed.  He 
'  ••    •     ^      '        "  '     '  "  Uunci 
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h  fo  much  the  more  curious,  as  no  notice  at  all  is  taken  of  it| 
in  fome  lace  accounts  of  this  expedition. 


^  Ifirned  from  theii-  mijcfttci  own  moutht,  in  two  leDg  conlcrcnccs,  to 
^*  which  he  had  the  honour  to  be  admitted,  that  they  detelled  that  projeA,  as 
*^  nojttfty  prcjadicial,  and  olfenfiTe  to  iheir  honoor  ;  I  toM  btOBy  ilitt  I  did 
**.  DOC  ctnaprtheud  wh«t  motive  could  induce  the  confederated  power*  !•  ads't 
*^  the  duke  of  Savoy  into  their  alliance ;  not  only  coofideriof  ^  whot  little  «<c 
'*  he  will  be  to  them,  bac  becanfc  it  t*  cectain  tfaofe  powers  have  ao  need  e^ 
**  the  troops  of  Savoy/ tinlefs  that  prince  will  maintain  them  nt  hU  own  ex- 
'*  pence,  which  will  be  very  difficult  to  obtain* 

*'  As  for  Sicily,  I  declared  to  my  lord  Stanhope,  in  the  prefcace  of  the  air* 
**  ^uis  de  Nancre,  that  France  and  Great  Britain  had  of  ihcmfelveSy  »ad  ncme 
^  rife  whatever,  induced  the  king  to  recover  that   kingdom  ;  for  bodi  tbr& 
'*  conrtt  bed  aflured  his  majefty,  that  the  duke  of  Saruy  wa*  trcncing  wiib  the 
**  erch-dttke  lo  give  »p  to  him  that  illand,  if  be  won  Id  acoept  of  it^  bat  chat 
^*  he  had  refufed  it,  conGdering  it  woold  be  bcttec  for  him  to  receive  it  by  tke 
*'  difpofitioD  of  the  powers  mediators,  and  with  the  confcnt  of  Spain,  becati^ 
**  in  that  eafe  he  woold  have  the  advantage  lo  obtain  it  by  a  more  joll  and 
^  more  atithencic  title ;  brfides  the  aiTurasice  of  keeping  it  by  cbe  fawoor  of  & 
**  powerful  a  guaranty.    I  lik'ewife  (hewed  my  lord  Stanhope,  that  tbe  artb* 
'*  dttke  being  mafter  of  Sicily,  all  Italy  will  become  fl^ves  to  the  Grrmem, 
**  and  the  powers  of  E'jrope  not  be  able  to  (et  her  at  liberty.     And,  that  tfe 
**•  Germans  in  the  lail  war,  with  a  Imall  body  of  troopr,  made  head,  and  dif' 
^  putcd  the  ground  againft  two  crowns,  which  had  f^nnUable  aiwict  in  Lorn* 
**  hardy,  were  matters  of  the  coontry,  and  a  great  number  of  co^fiderable 
^  places.    I  alio  rcprefented  to  him  very  clearly,  that,  to  make  war  in  Lob* 
<•  bardy  was  to  make  ft  in  a  labyrinth,  and  that  it  was  the  fatal  burial  place  of 
**  the  French  and  Englilh.    That  erery  yeir  of  the  left  war  coft  France  tB,ooo 
*^  or  2d,ooo  recruits,  and  above  fifteen  millions  t  that  the  dnfce  of  Vcadofae, 
**  at  the  time  things  went  profperouAy,  ftid,  chat  if  the  war  in  Italy  lafied, 
*'  the  two  crowns  muft  indifpenfibiy  abandon  that  province,  becanle  of  the  im- 
**  menfe  charge.     That,  according  to  the  engagements  now  propafed,  the  fac* 
^  cours  of  Great  Britain  are  fir  off,  and  impra^icable,  and  that  the  reft  wonid 
^  coft  a  potofi,  enough  to  ruin  a  kingdom*    That  at  prefeiit  tboCt  of  France 
**  are  tmpoflible,  and  would  be  generally  oppoied  by  the  nation*    That  the 
««  arcb-dnke  would  triumph  with  all  ,the(e  advant^es,  aod  England  not  reeo* 
**  Tcr  the  leaft  re-imbnrfement  {  when,  on  the  contrary,  Oie  might  gain  con- 
**  fiderably,  by  fiding  with  Spain.    In  eonclufion,  I  told  lord  Stanhc^  F^»'7> 
<*  that  the  propofition  of  giving  Sicily  to  the  arch^ioke  was  abfolntely  fatal  ) 
*'  and  that  of  (ettiing  bounds  aAerwards  to  his  vafl  deflig^,  a  mere  dream  and 
<<  innfion,  Goce  that  prince,  being  pofTefled  of  Sicily,  would  have  no  ^rher 
**  nefd  either  of  France  or  England,  for  bringing  immediately  the  reft  of  Italy 
**  nnder  ruhjp^ion  ;  and  no  power  would  be  in  a  condition  to  oppose  it.    This 
**  is  the  fubftance  of  all  the  conferences  my  lord  Stanhope  had,  and  yonr  ex- 
^  ccHency  may  make  ofe  of  it  as  occafioo  (bill  oftr.'* 

About 
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About  the  middle  of  the  month  of  March,  Sir  George  Byng 
vas  appointed  admiral  and  commander  in  chief  of  the  fquadroa 
intended  for  the  Mediterranean  •,  and,  on  the  24th  of  May  fol- 
lowing, he  received  his  inftru£lions,  which  were  to  this  pur* 
pole.     <<  That  he  flsould,  upon  his  arrival  in  the  Mediterra* 
*'  nean,  acquaint  the  king  of  Spain,  and  likewife  the  viceroy 
«  of  Naples,  and  governor  of  Milan,  he  was  fent  into  that 
**  fea,  in  order  to  promote  all  meafures  that  might  heft  contrt« 
<<  bttte  to  the  compofing  the  differences  arifen  between  the  two 
*<  crownst  and  for  preventing  any  farther  violation  of  the  neu- 
<<  trality  of  Italy,  which  he  was  to  fee  preferved.    That  he 
*<  was  to  make  inftances  to  both  parties  to  forbear  all  ads  of 
<<  hoftility,  in  order  to  the  fetting  on  foot,  and  concluding  the 
<*  proper  negociations  of  peace.     But,  in  cafe  the  Spaniardf 
«<  (hould  ftill  perfift  to  attack  the  emperor's  territory  in  Italy,  or 
<<  to  land  in  any  part  of  Italy  for  that  purpofd,  or  (hould  endca* 
*'  vour  to  make  themfelves  maftcrs  of  the   ifland  of  Sicily, 
'<  which  muft  be  with  a  defign  to  invade  the  kingdom  of  Na* 
^  pies,  he  was  then,  with  all  his  power,  to  hinder  and  obftruft 
<<  the  fame ;  but,  if  they  were  already  landed,  he  was  to  en« 
*<  deavour  amicably  to  diiTuade  them  from  perfevering  in  fuch 
«(  an  attempt,  and  to  offisr  them  his  afliftance  to  withdraw  their 
«  troops,  and  put  an  end  to  all  farther  a£b  of  hoftility }  but, 
M  if  bis  friendly  endeavours  (hould  prov^  ineffe£lual,  he  was 
«<  then  to  defend  the  territories  attacked,  by  keeping  company 
«<  with,  or  intercepting  their  Ihips,  convoys,  or  (if  neceflary) 
«v  by  oppofing  them  openly.**    It  is  evident  that  thefe  inftruc- 
tions  were  hot  of  the  cleared  kind )  but,  it  feems,  they  werei 
explained  to  him  before*  hand,  by  the  great  men  who  had  theft 
the  diredlion  of  all  things,  as  appears  by  a  letter  which  is  ilill 
preferved,  and  which  I  have  placed  in  the  notes  K 

The 

J  The  lef ter  referred  ro  in  the  tei%  If  from  Mr  Secretary  C/gfrf^  fmnifili- 
•tcly  before  hic  embakanon}  it  ts  prefcved  hy  the  arcurace,  hiflorian  of  ihif 
cxpeditton,  in  his  appendix,  p«  aoS,  of  hi«  original  edition ;  from  whence  t 
have  craoferibed  it^  at  a  full  propf  thitt  Sit  George  aAed  according  Co  the  v^rbtfl 
eiiplitatioD  of  his  written  orderi  by  the  miDiflers. 

^  S  I  R,  Cockpif,  May  a;,  O.  S.  lyrg. 

**  I  inclofe  to  yoa  his  majefty'i  inftrn^ions,  as  well  with  relation  Co  yoOr 
^  coadsA  in  the  Mediterranean^  u  to  (Ik  treaty  «xih  the  Moors. 

•*  Afier 
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The  admiral  failed  the  15th  of  June,  17 18,  from  Spitbea^ 
with  twenty  fliips  of  the  line  of  battle,  two  fire-fhips,  nrj 
bomlKveflels,  an  hofpital-fhip,  and  a  ilore-fhip^.  'Rcing  gci 
into  the  ocean,  he  fent  the  Rupert  to  Lifbon  for  intelligence  i 
and  arriving  the  30th  off  Cape  St.  Vincent^  he  dispatched  die 
Superbe  to  Cadiz,  with  a  gentleman,  who  carried  si  letter  from 
him  to  colonel  Stanhope,  (the  late  earl  of  HarritigtoD},  the 
king's  envoy  at  Madrid,  wherein  he  defired  that  minifter  to  ac- 
quaint the  king  of  Spain  with  his  art^ival  in  thofe  parts*  in  his 
way  to  the  Mediterranean,  and  to  lay  before  him  the  inftnic- 
tions  he  waa  to  aft  under  with  his  fquadron ;  of  whic^  he  gave 
a  very  ample  detail  in  his  letter* 

The  envoy  (hewed  the  letter  to  the  cardinal  Alberoni,  who, 
upon  reading  it,  told  him  with  fome  wariiith,  <<  That  his  xna. 
<<  fter  would  run  all  hazards,  and  even  fuffer  himfelf  to  be 
<<  driven  out  of  Spain,  rather  than  recal  his  troops,  or  confcnt 
«(  to  any  fufpenfion  of  arms  ;'^  adding,  «  That  the  Spaniards 
<<  were  not  to  be  frighted,  and  he  was  fo  well  convinced  of 
<*  their  fleet's  doing  their  duty,  that  if  the  admiral  ihould  think 
<<  fit  to  attack  them,  he  fhould  be  in  no  pain  for  the  fuccefs." 
Mr.  Stanhope  having  in  his  band  a  lift  of  the  Britifii  (quadron, 
defired  his  eminence  to  perufe  it,  and  to  compare  its  ftrengih 
with  that  of  their  own  fquadron  ^  which  the  cardinal  took  and 
ttirew  on  the  ground  with  much  paflion*     Mr.  Stanhope,  with 
great  temper,  intreated  him  **  To  confider  the  fincere  attention 
<<  the  king,  his  mafter^  had  tb  the  honour  and  intereft  of  his 
*<  Catholic  majefty,  which  it  Was  impoflible  for  him  to  give 
<<  greater  proofs  of  thail  he  had  ddne^  by  his  unwearied  en- 

'<  After  what  pallbd  yefletday  betwc^  my  loird  Sbnderland,  my  lord  Scao- 
**  hope,  you  and  me,  when  we  were  together  at  leM  Sianbope^f  lodgings, 
■*  there  remains  nothin«  for  me,  but  to  «^i(b  y«u  i  good  voyage,  and  fiicceTs  in 
*^  your  oadertafciogs>     I  d)  it  very  heartily,  and  am;  with  great  truth, 

•«  S  I  R, 

**  Your  moft  obedient, 
•*  Humble  fervant; 

•«  J.    C  k  A  G  G  S." 

ii  ^tindai's  continnSiiinn  of  Rapin,  vol.  iv.  p,  566,  Columna  roflrata,  p* 
30 X.  AnnaU  of  king  George,  vol.  iv.  p.  151*  Mcrcnre  hiftoriqw  el  politique, 
tomelxv.  p'  100,  ioi. 

"  deavours 


€€ 
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r." 
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deavours  through  the  whole  coorfe  of  the  prefent  negocla- 
tion,  to  procure  the  moil  advantageous  conditions  poffible  for 
S{>ain»  in  which  he  had  fucceetled  even  beyond  what  any  un- 
prejudiced perfon  could  have  hoped  jbr ;  and  that,  though 
by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  for  the  neutrality  of  Italy,  which 
was  entered  into  at  the  recjucft  of  the  king  of  Spain  himfclf, 
as  alfo  by  that  of  Weftminfter;  the  ijth  of  May,  1716,  his 
majefty  found  himielf  obliged  to  defend  the  emperor's  domi- 
'«<  biohs  when  attacked,  he  had  hitherto  only  a£fed  as  a  media- 
*■«  tori  though,  ever  fince  the  ehterprize  againff  Sardinia,  by  his 
«•  treaties  he  became  a  party  in  the  war,  and  for  this  year  laft 
•*  paft  had  been  ftrongly  called  ujpon  by  the  emperor  to  com- 
•*  ply  with  his  engagements  5  and  that,  even  now,  when  it  was 
*♦  impoflible  for  him  to  delay  any  longer  the  fending  his  fleet 
<<  into  the  Mediterranean,  it  plainly  appeared  by  the  admiral's 
«  inftru£tions,  which  he  communicated  to  his  eminence,  and 
'<<  by  the  orders  he  had  himfelf  received,  that  his  majefty  bad 
<^  nothing  more  at  heart,  than  that  his  fleet  might  be  employed 
*'  in  promoting  the  interefls  of  the  king  of  Spain,  and  hoped 
*<  his  Catholic  majefty  would  not,  by  rcfufmg  to  recal  his  troops> 
*<  or  cohfent  to  a  ce&ation  of  arms,  put  it  out  of  his  power  to 
'<  give  all  the  proofs  of  flncere  friendfhlp  he  always  defigned 
<*  to  cultivate  wiih  his  Catholic  majefty .'* 

All  that  the  cardinal  could  be  hrought  to  promife  was,  to  lay 
the  admiral's  letter  before  the  king',  and  to  let  the  envoy  know 
his  refolutioh  iipon  it  in  two  days  :  but  it  was  nine  before  he 
could  obtain  and  fend  it  away  \  the  cardinal  probably  hoping, 
that  the  admiral  would  delay  taking  vigorous  meafures  in  ex- 
pe£lation  of  it,  and  perhaps  put  into  fome  of  the  ports  of 
Spain,  and  thereby  give  time  for  their  fleet  and  forces  to  fe- 
cure  a  good  footing  in  Sicily.  The  anfwer  was  wrote  -under 
the  admiral's  letter  il^  thefe  words :  «^  His  Catholic  majefty 
<<  has  done  me   the    honour  to  tell  me,    that  the  chevalier 


I  0ldmtxoD*s  hiftory  of  England,  vol.  ii.  p.  65 1.  TindaPs  continuation  oC 
Rapin,  ir3iyi/^rtf  Annals  of  king  George,  vol.  iv.  p.  189,  Sec  Mr.  Secretary 
Crafgs*s  Lttcr  cotbc  m<irquii  dc  Monceleoac,  in  the  hi^oiiul  regider  for  i7^3i 
p.  307. 

Vol.  hi.  3  M  «  Byng 


V 
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»  Byng  may  execote  the  orders  which  he  has  from  the  Idngbi! 
*«  maftcr* 

^  The  cardiaal  Ax.  »Bm.OKi  ^."^ 

l^fcuriali  July  rj,  lytS* 

Mr.  Sranhojie  fe<emg  things  rending  to  a  mptnre^  ga^e  ftimt 
a^d  early  notice  of  his  apprehenfioiis  to  the  EogKfli  confnla, 
and  merchants  fettled  in  the  Spaniih  fea-ports^  9din&ag  them  cs 
fecure  their  effeAs  againft  the  dangers  that  m^ht  arife  £rom  i 
breach  between  the  two  crowns.    This  (hewed  plainly  enoi^ 
that  onr  minifter  was  perfeftiy  ac<|uainted  with  the  difp<An<m 
of  the  admittiftration  at  home,  who^  xiotwithftandiagp  thoj  flca- 
dily  purfued  thefe  wariike  meafuresi  as  conAandy  adlierod  to 
their  firft  refblotion^  of  throwing  the  weight  of  this  ruptorci  if 
poflible,  on  the  conrt  of  Spain  °;     With  this  view,,  lord  Stan- 
hope fet  ont  himfelf  for  Madridj  in  order  to  make  ncwr  propo> 
£tions  to  his  Cathdlie  n^efty  ^  which,  if  accepted^  might  pre^ 
^nt  things  from  coming  to  extremities  ;  in  which  negociatioa 
fie  adualfy  laboured  tilt  very  near  the  time  that  hofttUties  mat 
begun }  but  to  no  purpofe,  for  cardinal  Alberoni  was  a$  much 
Bent  on  executing  his  own  fcheme,  as  the  Britifh  miniftrj  could 
be  with  regai'd  to  theirs  ;  and  therefore  rejeded  all  the  p8x>po- 
£ils  that  were  made  him,  with  a  firmnefi  that  was  ftikd  iniib- 
tence  by  his  enemies  '• 

The  admiral  purfiiing  his  Topge  with  unfaTOurable  winds,  it 
was  the  8th  of  July  be£ore  he  made  Cape  Spartcl,  where  the 

B^  Ste  the  account  of  the  e«pedk!oa  of  the  Brttift  fleet  to  $kSlf^  p,  9.  Am 
this  is  coIIeAed  very  fjdrly  from  original  papers^  1  depecd  npoii  k  mw  f»  iUh; 
but  have  endeavoured  to  (late  them  with  concttrrin|  evideoce,  in  a  manner  moic 
ftitable  to  this  hiftofy,  in  which  I  deftrc  to  be  confidcred  in  no  other  lifbt  tbas 
M  a  lover  of  trvth,  independent  of  oomplaifance  or  partf  • 

n  M.  de  St.  Philippe  mcmoiroft  pouc  fervir  a  i^faiOtoirf  dc  fSffs^Mf  to«M  HL 

p*  ZvBf  xS^a 

o  Asnalsof  king  George,  vol.  v.  p.' 7.  Lord  Stanhope  arrived  at  MadHd 
on  the  izth  of  Augufl,  and  on  the  14th  had  a  long  confercooe  with  the  cardhial 
at  the  Efcurial',  which  gave  him  great  hopes  of  fucocfi  f  bst,  it  feemiy  the  oewc 
which  that  conrt  received  a  few  days  after,  from  Sicily,  fa  elevated  the  pnne 
minifler,  that  all  profpeA'  of  a  pacification  vanilhed,  which  bia  lordfliip  nor 
foooer  perceived,  than  he  left  Spain  as  ibon  n  poffible,  having  hia  aodieaceof 
leave  on  the  xtfth  of  the  finic  month.  Mcrcare  hiftoriqae  ct  potitiqac,  toole 
Itov.  p.  3^8^ 

Stipefbe 


ov   Ei)«G    Q  E  O  R  G  £    L  459 

Sviperbe  and  Rupert  rejoined  him^  and  brought  hioi  advice  of 

the  mighty  preparations  the  Spaniards  had  made  «t  Barcelona, 

and  of  their  fleet  /ailing  from  thence  the  sSth  of  Jime  to  tl^ 

eaft ward.    In  pafling  by  Gibrakar^  Tice-adtniral  f^ornwall  came 

<eut  of  that  port  and  joined  him,  vridi  the  Argylc  and  Charles 

gaUey.    The  fijuadFoii  wanting  wat^,  and  the  wind  continuing 

«6ntraryt  they  anchored-off  Cape  Mi^aga^  vhere  haying  com.« 

pleated  their  watering  in  four  days«  they  proceeded  toMinorca^ 

wbere  the  admiral  was  to  land  four  regimeots  of  foot,  whicii 

he  carried  mxt  from  England,  in  order  to  relieire  the  foldic^ 

4bere  in  the  garrifon,  who  were  ;to  embark  and  icnre  on  board 

:the  fijuadron.    On  the  agd  of  July  he  anchored  with  the  fqua* 

^ron  off  Port  Mahon :  here  he  recdved  adricef  that  the  Spap 

nifli  fleet  had  been  feen  the  30th  of  June,  within  forty  leagues 

^S  Naj^,  (leering  8.  E.  upon  which  he  di-^patched  away  eac>- 

fnrellee  to  the  governor  of  Milan,  and  vicenoy  of  Naples,  to 

inform  them  of  his  anrival  in  the  Mediterranean  j  and  having 

Shifted  the  garrifons  of  Minorca^  he  failed  from  thence  the 

twenty<-lifrh  of  |uly,  and  arrived  the  £jr(l  of  Augjuft  in  the  haf 

csf  Naples  ^ 

One  need  not  wonder  that  the  Cerm^an  .government  was  ex^ 
tremely  weU  pleafed  at  the  admiral's  arrival^  or  that  they  paid 
'  him  every  honour  in  their  power,  fince  it  is  very  certain,  chat 
his  coming  fo  luckily  preiervcd  that  kingdom  for  the  houfe  of 
Auftria,  which  had  otherwU^e,  in  all  probability,  ihared  the  fate 
.of  Sicily;  that  the  marquis  de  Lede  bad  conquered  almofta« 
foon  as  he  landed,  or  rather  his  landing  gave  people  an  oppor* 
aunity  of  dedaring  for  that  power,  wbich|  though  it  bad  loft  it9 
Ibvereignty  oyer  them^  had  (till  prefervcd  their  affe^ons  % 


P  TindifVi  continuation  of  Ripin»  voi.  iv.  p.  ^7.  Co|iimn<  rofhata,  p.  301. 
303.  Mcrcon  hiftoriqoe  ct  politique,  tome  ixr.  Lediard's  Atva)  biHorr,  Tol.  ii. 
p«  876, 

4  Tbe  Imperial  vVceroy  of  Kaples  prefented  Sir  <3eoirse  vith  a  iWord  fet  wxtli 
diaiDoiid»,  and  a  ^rtrf  rich  AalTof  command  j  snd  to  the  admirars  ion  he  mads 
a  prefeoc  of  a  very  fine  iword.  After  the  conference  the  adminl  was  fplendidlf 
eniertaincd  at  dinner, ^nd  then  lodged  in  the  palace  of  the  dujie  de  Matelona^ 
which  bad  been  magnificentif  fitted  np  for  hii  receptton.  Tbe  viceroy  laMewiie 
feoC  rcfteflimentt  to  the  fleet,  confifting  of  a  httndred  oaeti,  three  bondrcd  (heep^ 
fix  hundred  poondft  of  fogar,  fcventy  hogiheadi  of  brandyi  and  ieveral  otlier 
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This  news  alarmed  the  yicerojr  of  Naples,  who  bad  now  no 
liopes  but  from  the  defence  that  might  be  maiie  by  the  citadel  of 
Meflina ;  ancl  from  that  he  could  have  no  great  confidence,  fince 
it  was  garrifoned  by  the  duke  of  Savoy^^s  troops,  who  could  not 
be  fuppofcd  to  intercft  ihcmfelves  much  in  prcfcrving  a  place 
which  their  niaftcr  was  to  part  with  fo  ifoon.  The  viceroy,  there- 
fore, wifely  coniidered  how  he  might  make  the  bcft  ufc  of  the 
Britifh  fleet  and  bis  own  forces ;  upon  which  he  came  at  laft  to 
this  prudent  refplution,  which  was,  to  embark  20oo  German 
foot  under  the  command  of  general  Wetzel,  who  wore  to  take 
polTeilion  of  the  citadel  of  Medina,  and  fort  Salvador,  in  purfo- 
ance  of  an  agreement  with  the  duke  of  Sivoy,  who,  finding  that 
at  all  events  he  was  to  lofe  the  ifland,  contrived  to  ^ofe  it  fb,  as 
ihat  he  might  get  fomething  for  it.  Thefe  German  forces  were 
to  be  efcorted  by  the  Britifh  fleet,  which  failed  for  that  porpofe 
from  Naples  on  the  6th  of  Auguft,  and  arrived  on  the  pth  in 
view  of  the  Faro  of  Meflina  ^    ••       •  * 

TheSpaniih  army,  after  having  taken  the  city  la(t-mentioned, 
were  now  encamped  before  the  citadel,  which  the  troops,  under 
the  protcftion  of  Sir  George  Byng,  were  going  to  relieve.  It 
was  therefore  highly  likely  that  an  adion  would  enfue;  and  for 
this  reafon  it  was  thought  requifite  to  put  on  ftill  a  peaceable 
appearance,  in  order  to  throw  the  blame  upon  the  Spaniards  ; 
which,  however,  was  pretty  difficult  to  do,  fince,'with  refpefi 
to  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  (the  only  treaty  of  which  the  Spaniards 
could  take  any  notice),  the  Germans  were  as  much  invaders  as 
they,  and  confequcntly  the  cfcorting  an  invaflon  feemed  to  bean 
odd  way  of  conferving  a  neutrality  •.     This  ftep,  however,  was 

neceflarjj 

'  M.  dc  St,  Philippe  memolres  ponr  fervif  a  rhiftoire  it  rEfpagne,  tome  ni 
p.  195. 

•  As  ottr  miliftcrs,  Jn  conjnr05>n   wich  ihofe  of  the  emperor  and  Franco* 
were  at  great  paini  to  infpirc  all  Europe  with  the  ntmoft  horror  for  cardinal  Al' 
fffoni,  fo  that  mini<>er,'  rhan  vA\nm  perhapc  tliere  never  was  an  abler  poHtician, 
thought  fit,  on  his  fide,  to  pnbliih  fcveral  ^t<ces»  in  order  to  ftlew,  that  the  pre-' 
fef)t  difpute  was  not  between  the  £ng)i(h  anU  Spanilh   nations,  bat  between  tho 
EngUfl)  miniftry,  whb  would  give  Uw  to  the  king  of  Spain,  and  the  Spanifi)  na* 
tinn,  that  were  determined  not  to  receive  it,     Amongfl  thefe  the  following  ma* 
ftifeflo  was  thought  the  mofl  remarkable,  and  wHI  ferve  to  give  the  reader  a  clear 
iUea  of  the  manner  in  which  the  coart  of  Spain  would  have  hid  this  affair  onder* 
iRood.     It  is  a  JcKcr  written  by  the  cafdiisal  to  the  M.  dc  Bcretti  Landi  i  hat  thb 
*'  ""•  rcad«r 
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liecefiary  to  be  taken ;  and  the  admiral,  who  in  point  of  good 
fenfe  and  good  breeding  was  as  able  a  man  a§  any  in  hid  time, 
4id  it  with  a  very  good  grace. 

He 

reader  will  fee  by  the  clofp  of  \t,  why  I  f^yle  it  *  mtnifcfto;  in  which  light  it 
was  alfo  conCdered  by  our  conrt,  as  appears  by  fccrctary  Craggs's  letter  to  the 
Spiniflj  mi nifter,  dated  from  Hampton- court,  Sept.  4,  17x8,  in  which  he  com- 
pUins  loodiy  of  tbit  proceeding,  as  if  iotcnded  to  excite  the  merchaots  to  dif* 
afi^aion  towards  the  government. 

••SIR, 

«•  It  It  notorious  eyery  where,  tjiat  the  ntir.iftry  of  Great  Qriraio,  being  pre^ 
•*  poncHed  by  their  paHions  and  private  views,  have  endeavoured,  by  all  ima- 
'*  pnable  means,  to  infufe  into  the  Englifh  nation  an  entire  diftioQ  and  averfion 
**  for  Spain,  to  engage  the  faid  nation  to  purfue  the  maxims  of  that  mtniOry, 
•*  which  are  lb  pftjudicial  and  contrary  to  the  common  good.  ][t  is  known,  thac 
«  of  late  th^  government  of  England  hath  i^fcd  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  per« 
•«  fnade  the  nation,  that  the  application  and  defigns  of  Spain  were  to  increafe 
•*  confiderably  her  naVal  forces,  to  oppofe  the  commerce  which  all  nations  in 
f  *  general  carry  on  with  the  Indies,  nut  with  (landing  the  tw^  laft  treaties ;  and 
««  the  religious  obfervation  of.  his  ro?j|efty's  royal  word  ought  to  convince 
**  the  EnflUfti  of  the  arti6ce  with  which  thofe  rumours  are  fpread,  and  which  are 
•<  contrived  only  to  excite  dif)ni((  and  difunion  with  the  Spaniards;  and  every 
**  man  of  found  judgment  will  vcAeO,  that  God  has  put  the  Indies  into  the 
*<  power  of  that  monarchy,  to  the  end  that  all  nations  might  partake  of  that  ad- 
«'  vantage:  howeycr,  it  is  the  king*s  uill.  that,^  for  the  greater  proof  of  the  fif.- 
«•  cere  dcfire  he  has  to  maintain  the  public  tranqoilliiy,  and  for  difpclling  re- 
*•  pons  (o  pernicious  to  the  quiet  of  the  fubjrfls  of  Spain  and  England,  yonrcx* 
«■  ccUency  fhould  afllire  the  ^ngliih  merchants  that  are  in  Holland,  and  ail  thofe 
**  wh<r  are  coii'cerncd  in  commerce,  that  bis  majcfty  will  never  alter  the  eft^iblilh* 
■*  ed  laws,  nor  c;yer  infringe  the  treaties  which  the  EngliOi  nation  enjoy,  with  fq 
*'  great  benefit,  by  his  generofity ;  and  that  the  naval  forces  of  Spain  are  to  con* 
<•  fift  only  of  a  limited  number,  that  may  be  fufficient  to  fecure  her  coafts  in  the 
•f  Mediterranean,  and  to  defend  and  convoy  her  galleons.  .For  a  proof  of  what 
•*  his  majeAy  orders  me  to  fay  to  your  ej^cellency,  a  new  corjunfturc  juft  novf 
••  offers  itfelf,  in  which  the  king  my  mafter,  to  fionalize  his  love  of  the  Britifh 
•*  nation,  paflcs  by  whhout  reififntmeot  the  contents  of  the  paper  here  fubjoin- 
**  ed,  which  is  a  copy  of  that  delivered  by  Mr.  S«wihope,  and  by  which  an  open 
•«  rupture  is  declared,  if  the  projeft  be  not  accepted ;  and  they  offer  to  oblige 
•  the  king  to  It  by  threats.  On  the  contrary,  his  majefty,  inftead  of  being-pro- 
««  voked  at  foch  a  proeeeding,  has  ordered,  as  an  inftance  of  the  good  faith  with 
««  which  ^e  hath  always  a^ted,  that  the  effeOs  and  merchandise  of  the  jBnglilh, 
**  which  are  in  the  flota  that  is  newly  arrived  at  Cidiz  from  the  liidies,  (hall  not 
«•  be  Couched*  nor  any  charge  made  in  rclati'^n  to  them,  it  being  the  king*s  in- 
•*  Cention,  that  what  belongs  ta  each  of  the  Englilh  merchants  refpe^ively  fooold 
*•  be  delivered  to  then.  The  rtfolniion  is  very  different  from  the  rumours 
•«  vhich  (he  Britilh  mkiflry  fpreadi ,  and  is  an  inconteftiblr  proof,  that  the  king's 
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He  fent  for  this  purpofe  his  firft  captain^  who  was  <^itm 
SaunderSf  with  a  letter  to  the^  marquis  de  Lede,  in  which  k 
acquainted  him,  <<  That  the  king  his  maftcTi  bong  ts^gagcd  h 
<<  feveral  treaties  to  pr'eferve  the  tranquillity  of  Icaljr*  *  had  ik^ 
<<  noured  him  with  the  command  of  a  iquadron  (rf  (hips,  wbid 
<(<  he  had  fent  into  thefe  feas,  and  that  he  came  fully  impowerd 
«  and  inftruAed  to  promote  fuch  mea&rcs  as  nugfat  befi  ac- 
«  commodate  all  differences  between  the  powers  conoemed; 
^<  that  his  majefty  was  employing  his  utmoft  endeavoars  to  brio; 
<<  about  a  general  pacification,  and  was  not  without  hopes  of 
<<  fuccefs.  He  therefore  propofed  to  him  to  come  to  a  ccflatxa 
«<  of  arms  in  Sicily  £or  two  monthS|  in  order  to  give  time  to  d: 
<<  federal  courts  to  conclude  on  fuch  reibkuioos  as  might  reilorc 
«<  a  lafting  peace  :^  but  added,  <<  That,  if  he  was  not  Sb  hjppy  ts 
<<  fucceed  in  this  offer  of  fa-vice,  nor  to  be  inftniaiental  in  bnn|- 
<<  ing  about  fo  deiirable  a  work,  he  then  hoped  to  merit  bis  ez- 
«<  cellenc/s  eftcem  in  the  execution  of  the  other  part  of  his  ordersi 
.«  which  were,  to  utc  all  his  force  to  prevent  farther  attempts  to 
*^  difturb  the  dominions  his  maftcr  flood  engaged  to  dcfoid.* 

The  next  morning  the  captain  returned  with  tbe.geiiefal'5  azk- 
fwer,  **  That  it  would  be  an  inexpreffible  joy  for  hi%  pcrfoa  to 
*<  contribute  to  fo  laudable  an  end  as  peace  ;  but,  as  he  had  oo 
«<  powers  to  treat,  he  could  not  of  confequence  agree  to  aof 
^<  fufpenfion  of  arms,  even  at  the  expence  of  what  the  courage 
**  of  his  mafteifs  arms  might  be  put  to,  but  flioald  follow  ha 
'<  orders,  which  direded  him  to  foize  on  Sicily  for  his  nailer 
«<  the  king  of  Spain :  that  he  had  a  true  fenfe  pf  hisaccompliih- 
'<  ed  expreOjons ;  but  his  mafter'i^  forces  would  always  be  oni- 
<^  verfally  efteemed  in  facrificing  themfclves  for  the  prefenration 
f  <  of  their  creflit,  in  which  cafes  the  fucceis  di4  not  always  an* 
f«  fwer  the  ideas  that  were  formed  for  it%** 

y  will  ever  loclinei  him  co  promoic  the  benefit  of  that  aatioa.  His  maft&j  or^ 
**  derty  that  yoar  excellencr  read  this  lecur  to  all  EngliAi  nerchaiit*  in  gencxi!, 
•*  at  alfo  thr  conteotf  of  the  paper  hereunto  annexed,  and  that  yos  afiiie  them, 
*'  that  the  king  will  firmly  maintain  the  treaty*  preferriog  the  advanutei  9f  the 
V  Brit i A)  oition  to  all  other  fatisfaAion,  and  hoping  that,  in  retoro,  men  To  irjrf, 
*.*  To  prudent,  and  To  intelHgcnt,  will  not  let  themiclfea  be  drawn  away  by  the 
**  perfnaOons,  and  for  the  private  cndi  of  the  Englith  miniftry,  which  areeQCire* 
*•  Jy  fiital  to  the  peace  of  the  two  nationt  ai^d  of  the  two  kiogdomf . 

"  I  an,  ^f." 
f  I  i^Ilc  this  HreiAlIy  fjroip  the  bi(^ory  of  the  ezpedition  hefore  cited. 

According 
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•  According  to  the  beft  accounts  the  admiral  could  recctre,  be 
was  led  to  conclude  that  the  Spanifli  fleet  was  failed  from  Mal^ 
ta,  in  order  to  afoid  htm ;  and  therefore,  upon  recciiring  the 
marquiifis  anfwer>  he  icnmediatelj  weighed,  with  an  intention  t^ 
coxae,  with  bis  fquadron  before  Meffina>  in  order  to  encourage 
and  fttpport  the  garrifon  in  the  citadel ;  but  as  he  Aood  in  about 
the  point  of  the  Faro^  towards  Meffina,  he  faw  two  of  tlie 
Spaniih  Icouts  in  the  Faro ;  and  being  mformed  at  the  fame 
time,  by  a  felucca  that  came  ofF  from  the  Cabibrian  fkore,  that 
they  iaw  from  the  hills  the  Spanifh  fleet  lying  by,  the  admiral 
altered  bis  defign,  and  fending  away  general  Wetzel  with  the 
German  troops  to  Keggio,  under  the  convoy  of  two  men  of 
war,  he  flood  through  the  Faro  with  his  fquadron,  with  all  the 
fskil  he  could,  after  their  fcouts,  imagining  they  would  lead  bioa 
to  th^F  fleet,  which  accordingly  tbey  did  ^  for  about  noon  he 
had  a  fair  fight  of  their  whole  fleet,  lying  by,  and  drawn  into 
a  line  of  battle,  confifling  of  twcnty-feveit  fail  of  men  of  war, 
fmall  and  great,  befidcs  two  fire-fliips,  four  bomb-Tefiels,  fevcA 
gaUies,  and  ieveral  (hips  laden  with  ftores  and  provifions,  com^ 
manded  by  the  admiral  don  Antonio  de  Cafteneta,  and  under 
bim  four  rear^^admiralSy  Chacon,  Mari,  Guevara,  and  Cammock^ 
on  the  ^bt  of  the  Engliih  fquadron  they  flood  away  large,  but 
in  good  order  of  battle  *. 

The  admiral  followed  them  aH  the  reft  of  that  day  and  the 
fucceeding  nigbt,  with  fmall  gales  N.  E.  and  fometimes  calm, 
with  fair-weather  ;  the  next  morning  early  (the  i  tth)  the  £ng« 
nth  being  got  pretty  near  them  ^,  the  marquis  de  Mari,  rear- 
admiral^ 


«  M.  d*  Se.  Phil)t>pe  nemolret  poar  ftrvir  Sr  Phiftoire  de  VZfp^gOft  toat  iii. 
F*  >97»  *9*,  app. 

*  ft  is  evident  trortr  hence  tbet  our  adnitnit  had  no  intenrion  to  decline  fight* 
mg  I  and  the  foUovHng  Utter  from  earl  8unbope,  then  fccretary  of  AaCc,  plain* 
ff  proves  tt  was  not  the  intention  of  t\wk  who  fent  liim  that  he  flioufd  decline 
flighting.  It  is  a  ctfriovs  piece,  and  vcrf  well  srorthy  of  tbe  r«ader*s  notice,  93 
h  md$  to  e)fiplala  the  great  view  of  this  espediiioo. 

••  ^Myonuef  Septtmlet  %,  171  fr, 
^  Mng  arrived  here  laO  night,  in  fix  days  firom  Madrid,  f  do,  in  porfoanee 
**  ci  ihe  commands  t  have  from  his  msJeOy,  take  tbii  firfi  opponenity  of  ac» 
<«  <|ii»inclng  yoo,   that  nothing  has  pafled  at  Madrid  Whieb  Ihoukl  divert  yoo 
**  floii  ^rfaing  the  anftru^aof  yow  have.* 


«< 


ff 
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admiral,  vith  fix  Spanifh  men  of  war,  and  all  the  gallies,  fire- 
£bips,  bomb-vefTels,  and  llore-fliips,  fcparated  from  their  main 
fleet,  and  ftood  in  for  the  Sicilian  (hore ;  upon  which  the  admi- 
ral detached  captain  Walton  in  the  Canterbury,  with  five  more 
ihips  after  them ;  and  the  Argylc  fired  a  (bbt  to  Mng  her  ta^ 
but  flie  not  minding  it,  the  Argylc  fired  a  fecond,  and  the  Can- 
terbury, being  fometbing  nearer,  fired  a  third ;  upon  which  tht 
Spanifli  fliip  fired  her  ftem-chace  at  the  Cantcrbtiry,  and  then 
the  engagement  began  '• 

The  admiral  purfuing  the  main  body  of  the  Spanish  fleer,  the 
brford,  captain  Falkingham,  and  the  Grafton,  captain  Had- 
dock, came  up  firft  with  them,  about  ten  of  the  clockj  at  whom 
the  Spaniards  fired  their  ftern^hacc  guns.  The  admiral  fent 
orders  to  thofe  two  ihips  not  to  fire,  unlefs  the  Spaniards  re- 
peated their  firing,  which,  as  foon  as  they  did,  the  Orford  at- 
tacked the  Santa  Rofa,  of  fixty-feur  guns^  and  took  her*  The 
St.  Carlos>  of  fizty  guns,  (Iruck  next,  without  mttch  oppofition, 
to  the  Kent^  captain  Matthews.  The  Grafton  attacked  warmly 
the  Prince  of  Al^urias,  of  icTcnty  guns,  fbrmerly  called  the 
Cumberland^  in  which  was  rear-admiral  Chacon  |  but  the  Breda 
and  Captain  coming  up,  captain  Haddock  left  that  ihip^  much 
ihattered;  for  them  to  take,  and  ftretched  a-head  after  another 
fliip  of  fixty  guns,  which  had  kept  firing  on  bis  ftarboard  bow 
during  his  engagement  with  tht  Pk-ince  of  Afluriasl  About  one 

**  \f  the  newt  which  I  leirn  at  ^ayonne,  that  the  citadel  of  MeiCna  is  taken, 
**  be  not  trofe,  or  if,  notwithOanding  the  Spahtards  have  chat  pOrt»  cbcir  fleer. 
**  by  contrary  winds,  or  any  other  accident,  (hould  not  have  got  into  the  bar- 
**  hour,  and  that  yoa  have  an  opportunity  of  attackiog  then,  I  am  perfOMlcd 
«  yon  will  not  let  fuch  an  occafion  flip ;  and  I  Agree  perfeAly  in  opinion  with 
"  what  U  recomdiendcd  to  yob  by  Mr.  Secretary  Craggs,  that  the  ^ft  blow  yoa 
**  give,  (bonld,  if  pofTiblc,  be  decifivc. 

**  The  two  gfcat  objcAs,  which,  i  think,  we  o«ght  to  hairc  ill  view,  are,  to 
<*  deftroy  their  ficet,  it  poUible,  and  to  prcferve  fucb  a  foosiag  io  Sicily  aa  ouy 
**  enable  ui  to  land  an  army  there.** 

^  See  the  Hoe  of  battle,  infer  ted  at  the  end  of  this  relatioa.  It  was  nn- 
doubtediy  an  aA  of  raihnefs  in  cardioil  Alberoni  to  give  any  fighting  orders  to 
the  Spanilh  admiral,  if  he  did  give  them.  Bot  from  what  is  bete  fsid,  the  coo. 
rrary  is  the  mo(t  probable;  indeed,  the  refolutioo  of  the  Spaoifli  admirals  ferns 
to  prove,  they  were  not  guided  by  any  orders^  if  fo,  we  rooft  conclude  they 
a^ed  from  a  prii.cipic  of  fclf  prefcrV4tijn|  and  foogbt  only  besaafe  Uicy  were 
forced  to  it. 

o*cbck 
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o^cIock  the  Kent,  and  Toon  after  the  Superbe^  captain  Maftei^ 
came  up  with,  and  engaged  the  Spanifli  admiral  of  feventy-four 
gunsy  whO|  with  two  ihips  more,  fired  on  them^  and  made  a 
running  fight  till  about  three;  and  then  the  Kent,  bearing  down 
under  his  ftern,  gave  him  her  broadfidc,  and  fell  to  leeward  af- 
terwards; the  Superbe,  putting  forward  to  laj  the  admiral 
a-board,  fell  on  his  weather-quarter ;  upon  which|  the  Spanilh 
admiral  fliifting  his  helm^  the  Superbe  ranged  under  bis  lee* 
quarter}  on  which  he  ftruck  to  her.    At  the  &nle  time  the  Bar- 
fleur,  in  which  was  the  admiral,  being  a«ftern  of  the  Spanifli 
admiral,  within  fhot,  and  inclining  On  his  Weather-quarter^ 
rear-admiral  Guevara  and  another  fixty*gun  ihip^  which  were 
to  windward,  bore  down  upon  him^  and  gave  him  their  broad* 
iides,  and  then  clapped  upon  a  wind,  (landing  in  for  land.  The 
admiral  immediately  tacked  and  flood  after  them  until  it  was 
almoft  night,  but  it  being  little  wind>  and  they  hauling  awa/ 
cut  of  his  reach,  he  left  purfuing  thenl,  and  ftood  in  to  the 
fleet,  which  he  joined  two  hours  after  night  ^* 

The  EiTcx  took  the  Juno  of  thirty-fix  gunSj  the  Montague 
and  Rupert  took  the  Volante  of  forty-four  guns,  and  rear- 
admiral  Delaval,  in  the  Dorfetfhire,  took  the  Ifabella  of  fixty 
guns.  The  a£tion  happened  ofF  Cape  PalTaro,  at  about  fix 
leagues  diftance  from  the  (hore  '•    The  Englilh  received  but 

little 

7  OMmixonS  hi(h)ry  of  England,  v  L  if.  p.  Stf}.  Tindal's  continaition  of 
Raptn,  vol.  W,  p,  568.  Annalt  of  king  George,  vol.  v.  p.  U.  Culdmna  ro- 
ftrata,  p.  303 — 305.     Mtercdre  hiftori^ue  et  politique,  tome  Uir.  p.  si9* 

s  A  List  of  the  fittuih  fleet  under  the  command  of  Sir  George  Byng,  in  thk 
xftion  ofTCape  Pillar^  in  Sicily;  in  the  year  t7xS, 

Ships.  Capcainf.  Men;  Ouns. 

r  Admiral  Byn^,  ^ 

Barfleur,  <  i  George  Sannden,         >        730  9^ 

i  X  Richard  Lcftocki  J  .,  '^ 

{Vice-admiral  Cornwail,    "> 
JohoB.Ichen.  i       *«  ""* 

_     ^  f  Rear-admiral  Delaval,     7 

I)orf.t(bi«,         {j„h„  Forger,  j        *"  '' 

Barford,  Charlca  V^nbfugh,  440  ♦* 

Eflex,  Richard  Rjwz-cr,  440  7* 

Grafton,  Nicholas  Haddock,  440  '         to 

Lenox^  Charles  SiiickUnd,  440  Jo 

Carried  oyer    3570  $xo 

Vol.  Iir.  3  N  Fhips. 
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little  damagef:  the  fltlp  that  fuffercd  moft  was  the  GraftoQ«* 
which  being  a  good  failer,  her  captain  engaged  federal  Ihips  of 
the  cnemyv  always  purfuing  the  headmoft,  and  leaviag  thofc 
{hips  he  had  difabled  or  damaged  to  be  taken  by;  thole  that  fet- 
lowed  him.^  The  admiral  lay  by  fome  days*  at  fea  to  refit  the 
rigging  of  his  (hipsi  and  to  repair  the  damages  whi<:h  the  prizes 
had  fuftained }  and  the  i8th  received  a  letter  from  captain 
Walton,  who  had  been  fent  in  purfiiit  of  the  Spanifli  fhips 
that  efcaped.  The  letter  is  fingular  enough  in  its  kind  to 
deferve  notice,  and  therefore  the  hiftorian  of  this  expedition 
kaS)  with  great  jitdgmentj  preferred  it.    Thus  it  run«  : 

«<  S  I'R^ 
^  We  have  taken  and  dedroyed  aH  the  Spanifh  fhips  and 
<^  veflels  which  wcrt  i^n  the  coaft,  the  number  as  per  mar* 
«•'  gin. 

"  F  am,  (sfc. 

Ctmerbnnr,  off  Syr*ciir«,  «  r*     TXr  A  T  Tr%l^  »» 

Aug.  r6,  1718.  "  G.  WALTON. 


Thefe  fhips  that  .captain  Walton  thruft  into  his  margin 
Would  have  furnifKcd  matter  for  fome  pages  in*  a  French  rela- 
tion; for»  from  the  account  tUey  referred  to^  it  appeared,  tbar 
lie  had  taken  four  Spanifli  men  of  war,  one  of  iikty  guns,  com'* 


Sbipt. 

Capcaini. 

Men« 

GUDS. 

Broirght  over 

3S^9 

S»o       ' 

Fred4> 

Bairow  Ham'i, 

440 

70 

Orford, 

Edward  Faikiogham, 

440 

TO 

Kent, 

ThooM*  Matthews, 

440 

JO 

Royal  Oak, 

Thomas  Kempthornffy 

440 

?»► 

Captain, 

Archibald  Hamilton, 

440 

70 

Ganterbory, 

George  W>alton, 

36$ 

tfo 

Dresdnoughe, 

AWIliam  Haddock, 

3«S 

6b 

Rtppon, 

Chriftopher  Obriao, 

3<J5 

60 

Sttperbe, 

Streynfham  Mailer, 

idi' 

69 

Kapert, 

Arthur  Field, 

3^5     . 

60 

Dnnkirk, 

Francis  Drake, 

3^5. 

60 

Montagu^', 

TKomas  Beverly, 

3<S« 

60 

Rocbcfler, 

Jofcph  Winder, 

a  80 

5«> 

Argylc, 

ConiD^fby  Norbory, 

280 

it> 

8065 

1400 

nandecP 
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•tnanded  by  rear-admiral  Mari,  one  of  fifty-four»  one  of  forty^ 

and  one  of  twenty-four  guns  with  a  bomb-veflely  and  a  fliip 

laden  with  arms;  and  burnt  four  men  of  wary  one  of  fifty-four 

guns,  two  of  forty,  and  one  of  tbiny  guns,  with  a  fire4hip  and 

a  bomb-veflel  '•   Such  is  the  account  given  of  this  famous  a£lion 

"by  our  admiral :  the  Spaniards  publifhed  likewifc  an  account 

on  their  Gdct  which  was  printed  'in  Holland,  and  circulated 

^Rrith  great  induftry  throughout  all  Europe,  in  order  to  make 

^uch  impreffions  as  might  ferve  their  purpofe,  and  incline  the 

nnrorld'to  beliere,  that  then-  fleet  bad  not  been  attacked  and 

l>eaten  fairly,  but  had  been  furprifedaad^defiroyed  without  that 

'icind  of  notice  which  the  laws  of  nature  end  nations  require^ 

-to  diftinguifli  force  of  arms  from  piratical  tiolence.     It  is  but 

-juft  in  any  caufe  to  bear  both  parties,  and  the  olHce  of  an  hifto- 

rian  obliges  him  to  record  whatever  may  give  light  to  the  events 

of  that  period  he  pretends  to  illuftrate  by  bis  writings.  For  this 

•reafon  I  h^ve- thought  it  rcquifite  to  give  place  here  to  the  Spa- 

nifli  account  without  curtailing  or  difguifing  it  ^, 

<•  On  the  9th  of  Auguft,  in  the  morning,  ^tbe  Englifli  fqua- 
^«  dron  was  difcovered  near  the  tower  •of  Faro,  whiohjay  by 
«<  towards  night,  off  Cape  Delia  Metelle,  over-againftthe  faid 
'«  tower.  The  Spanifh  fquadron  was  then  in  the  Streight,  and 
'*^  fome  (hips  and  frigates  were*fent  to  other  places;  befides  the 
<<  detachment  commanded  by  admiral  Guevara.     And,  as  the 


'*  Thtc  aecooac  U  taken  frim  the  feveral  letters  written  by  the  aidiniral,  or  pub- 
lifhed with  his  aothority  ;  and  from  hence  it  is  viHble,  that  ^e  entire  dcHraAion 
of  the  Spanirti  manitime  power  was  the  principal*  p«int  in  view,  and^  asfuch,  pup- 
•€ued  with  equal  (leadi^eic  and  vigoarj  «nd,  at  the  fame  time,  abundance  of 
pamphlets  were  pnbliihed  here,  to  (hew  the  expediency  of  this  meaiure,  and  tl^ 
bencBis  that  would  refult  to  Great  ^flrltain  frona  this  dellruAioA  of  the  naval 
-poverof  Spain.     The  Spaniards,  on  the  other  hand»  €lled  all  the  world  with 
•complaints  of  our  infincmty  and  ambition.   J^efore  the  blow  wu  ftruck,  faid  they;, 
■ths  Euglifli  preteiKled  to  be  guardians  of  the  neutrality  of  luly*  and  to  have  arm- 
ed only  for  the  fake  of  preferving  peace;  -hnt,  now  they  have  accosDpliOied  their 
endi,  they  avow  them,  and  fay  plainly,  that  they  were  refolved  not  to  fuSfcf 
Spain  to  revive  her  iparitiHie  power.  In  what  chapter  Of  the  law  of  nations  do  w« 
read  of  this  right  of  prevention  I 

b  There  are  many  things  in  this  relation  more  agreeable  to  the  SpaniQi  haroovr 
.than  to  truth;  but,  however,  by  the  comparifon  of  this  with  our  admiral's  ac« 
count,  many  particulars  come  to  be  explained  which  otberwlfe  might  have  beeia 
•curled  19  obfcurity. 

jl  N  2  ^  intcjQiioa 
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1<  intention  of  the  Englifli  in  coming  fo  near  was  not  kocyta, 

«  the  admirals  of  the  Spaniih  fquadron  refolved   to  go  out  of 

f  *  the  Streight,  to  join  together  near  Cape  Spartivcnto^  carry- 

^<  if\g  along  with  them  the  tranfports  laden  with  provi£on$, 

■«  that  they  might  penetrate  the  better  into  the  dcfigns  of  the 

?*  Englifli ;  the  rathert  beeaufe  the  officer  whom  Sir  George 

^*  Byng  had  fent  to  the  marquis  de  Lede  was  not  yet  Fetumcd. 

f<  The  faid  ojScer  bad  orders  to  propofe  to  the  faid  marquis  a 

^*  fufpenGon  of  arms  f6r  two  months ;  upon  which  the  faU 

V  marquis  anfwered  him,  thsit  he  could  not  do  it  without  or- 
*<  ders  from  court.  Neverthelefs,  though  it  was  believed  thK 
*<  the  alternative  was  taken  of  fending  a  courier  to  Madrid 
<<  with  the  faid  propofal,  the  Engliih  fquadron  took  the  oppor- 
*<  tanity  of  night  to  furprife  the  Spaniih  fquadront  ^^d  to  im- 
<*  prove  thofe  advantages  which  were  owing  to  diiEmulatioo. 

<<  The  faid  Englifli  fquadroni  on  the  loth  in  the  morning, 
<<  advanced  farther  into  the  Faro,  and  was  faluted  by  all  the 
<<  Spanifli  fliips  and  vcflTels  which  were  there;  and  it  is  to  be 
«  obferved,  that  admiral  Byng  having  convoyed  fome  tranf- 
f<  port-vefiels  as  far  as  Rixoles,  with  the  arch-duke^  troops, 
<<  the  officer  difpatched  to  the  marquis  de  Lede  affirmed,  that 
f(  it  was  not  to  commit  any  a£b  of  hoflility,  but  only  that  the 
f(  faid  trs^nfports  might  be  fecured  from  infults  under  his  pro- 
«<  teftion. 

<<  The  Spanifli  fquadron  fent  two  light  frigates  to  get  inteU 
«<  ligence  of  the  Englifli  fquadron;  and  though  they  faw  the 

V  Englifli  made  all  the  fail  they  could  (their  intention  being 
**  not  known)  to  approach  the  Spanifli  fquadron,  wbofe  admi- 
<«  ral  knew  not  then  whether  the  Engiifli  came  as  friends  or 
«  enenues,  yet  the  Spaniards,  being  two  leagues  from  the  Eng- 
«  lifli,  refolycd  to  retire  towards  Cape  Paflaro,  but  without 
*«  making  much  fail,  that  it  might  not  be  thought  they  fufpcft- 
«  ed  any  hoftilities.  During  this  a  calm  happened,  by  which 
*«  the  fliips  of  both  fqnadrons  fell  in  one  among  another;  and 
•<  the  Spanifli  admiral,  perceiving  this  accident,  caufed  the  ihips 
•«  of  the  line  to  be  towed,  in  order  to  feparate  them  from  the 
*«  Englifli,  and  join  them  in  one  body,  without  permitting  the 
«  gallies  to  begin  any  aft  of  hoftility  ;  which  they  might  have 
{^  dooc  to  thjir  advantage  during  tlie  calm.     The  weather 

"  changed 


ofKikgGEORGEL  469 

f  <  changed  when  the  marquis  de  Mari  was  near  land,  and  ij 
^*  confequence  feparated  from  the  red:,  making  the  rear-guard, 
**  with  feveral  frigates,  and  other  tranfport-vcflcls,  which 
<<  made  up  his  divifion,  and  endeavoured,  though  in  vain,  to 
<«  join  the  main  body  of  tlic  Spanilh  fquadron,  while  the  Eng- 
"  liih  held  on  their  way,  their  diflimulation,  filling  their  fails 
«<  ^o  gain  the  wind,  and  cut  off  the  faid  divifion  of  the  faid 
*<  marquis  de  Mari ;  and  having  at  laft  fucceeded  in  it,  they  at- 
^  tacked  him  with  fix  Ihips,  and  obliged  him  to  feparate  from 
<<  the  reft  of  the  fquadrooi  and  to  make  towards  the  coaft^ 
*<  where  they  flood  it  againil  feven  fliips  of  the  line,  as  long  as 
«  the  fituation  permitted  ^  and  being  no  longer  able  to  refift, 
«  the  marquis  de  Mari  faved  his  men,  by  running  his  fhips  a^ 
<<  ground,  fome  of  which  were  burnt  by  his  own  order^  and 
"  others  taken  by  the  enemy. 

<<  Seventeen  {hips  of  the  line,  the  remainder  of  the  Englilh 
*<  fquadron,  attacked  the  Royal  St.  Philip,  the  Prince  of  A- 
♦<  fturias,  the  St.  Ferdinand,  St.  Charles,  St,  Ifabella,  St.  Pe- 
\^  dro,  and  the  frigates  St.  Rofa,  Pearl,  Juno,  and  Volantc, 
<^  .which  continued  makir\g  towards  Cape  Paflaro  \  and  as  they 
<<  r^jred  in  a  line,  becaufe  of  the  inequality  of  their  ftrength, 
«  th^\Englifh  attacked  thofe  that  compofcd  the  rear-guard, 
<«  witlvfour  or  five  fliips,  and  took  them ;  and  tjus  happened 
<<  fuccemVely  to  the  others,  which,  notwithfianding  all  the  fail 
f<  they  made,  could  not  avoid  being  beaten  \  infomuch,  that 
**  every  Spanifh  (hip  being  attacked  fcparately  by  five,  fix,  or 
f  <  feven  of  theirs,  after  a  bloody  and  obllinate  fight,  they  made 
«*  themfelves  mafters  at  laft  of  the  Royal  St.  Philip,  the  Prince 
f<  of  Afturias,  the  St.  Charles^  the  St.  Ifabella,  St.  Rofa,  the 
f<  Volante,  and  the  Juno. 

"  While  the  Royal  St.  Philip  was  engaged  with  the  Englifli, 
««  the  rear-admiral  of  the  fquadron,  don  Balthazer  de  Guevara, 
<*  returned  from  Malta  with  two  (hips  of  the  line,  and  turning 
«<  his  prow  towards  the  St.  Philip,  pafied  by  the  Englifli  fliips 
♦*  which  were  a-breaft  of  him,  firing  upon  each  of  them,  and 
<«  then  attacked  .admiral  Byng's  (hips,  which  followed  the  St. 
•*  Philip,  and  retired  in  the  night,  being  very  much  damaged; 
**  for  after  the  engagement,  he  flayed  three  or  four  days  fifty 
tf  leagues  at  fea,  not  only  to  repair  the  Spanifh  fliipsj  which  he 

had 
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<<  had  taken,  and  were  all  fhattered  to  pieces ;  but  alfo  to  mike 
*«  good  the  damages  which  bimfelf  had  fuffered ;  wherefore 
<*  he  could  not  enter  Syracufa  till  the  i6th  or  17th  of  AnguA, 
^  and  that  with  a  great  deal  of  difiicalty* 

<*  The  particulars  of  the  aftion  are,  that  the  whole  divifion 
<*  of  the  Englifli  admhral,  which  confided  of  feven  (hips  of  ths 
**'  line,  and  a  fire-fhip,  having  attacked  the  Royal  St.  Phih'p, 
*^  at  two  in  the  afternoon  tht  6ght  began,  by  a  (hip  of  fcvcnry 
<'  guns,  and  another  of  fixty,    from  which  he  Teccivcd  tvo 
•'  broadGdes;   and  advancing  towards  the  Royal  St.  Philip, 
**  don  Antonio  4e  Caftaiieta  defended  himfelf  fo  well,  that  tht 
**  faid  two  ihips  retired,  and  two  others,  viz.  ono  of  cighrr 
<<  guns,  and  the  other  of   fctenty,  renewed  the  attack;  and 
«*  the  faid  (hip  of  eighty  guns  retired  very  much  fhattcrcJ, 
*^  without  making  ii\to  the  line;  but  others  making  towards  the 
««  Spanifii  admiral,  they  fired  upon  him,  whrte  it  was  impofR- 
*'  ble  for  him  to  hurt  them,  and  (hot  away  all  his  rigging, 
^*  without  leaving  him  one  entire  faFl^  while  two  others,  oiw 
^*  of  t'hirty,  and  the  other  of  fixty  guns,  attacked   the  ftar- 
•'  board  of  his  (hip,  to  oblige  him  to  furrenderi  but  defending 
-**  himfelf  till  the  EnglKli  admiral  was  rcfolved  to  board  him, 
"**  and  carried  a  fire-diip  to  reduce  him  by  the  'flames,  which 
<«  the  Spanifii  commander  prevented  ;  but  after  having  loft  200 
<<  men,  and  maintained  the  fight  till  towards  night,  don  Anto- 
^*  nio  de  Caftaneta  received  a  fliot  which  pierced  his  left  leg, 
«  and  wounded  his  right  heel.   Yet,  nevcrthelcfs  he  continued 
■*«  to  defend  himfelf  till  a  cannon-bullet  having  cut  a  man  in 
*^  two,  the  pieces  of  which  fell  upon  him,  and  left  him  half 
<^  dead,  he  was  forced  to  furrendcr. 

*'  The  Prince  of  Afturias,  commande<l  by  don  Fernando 
^*  Chacon,  was  at  the  fame  time  attacked  by  three  (hips  of 
«'  equal  force,  againft  which  he  defended  himfelf  valiantly, 
^f  avoiding  being  boarded,  till^  being  wounded,  and  having  loft 
«*  moft  of  his  men,  he  was  obliged  to  furrender  his  (hip, 
<*  which  was  all  (hot  through  and  through,  after  having  fliot 
*«  down  the  mafts  of  an  Engli(h  (hip  that  retired  out  of  the 
<^  fight. 

«'  Captain  don  Antonio  Gonfales,  commander  of  the  frigate 
^<  St.  fLofaj  defended  himfelf  above  three  hours  againft  five 

«  English 
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^^'  Englifli  {hips,  who  did  not  take  him  till  after  they  had 
<«  broke  all  his  fails  and  mafts. 

«  The  Volante>  commanded  by  captain  don  Antonio  Efcu-*^ 
<*  dero,  knight  of  the  ordec  of  Maltai  fought  three  hours  and 
«  a  half  againfl  three  Englifh  fhipsj  and  having  loft  his  fails^ 
<^  he  put  up  others  that  were  ia  ftore,  and  was  juft  going  ta 
«  board  one  of  the  three  (hips  that  attacked  him  ^  but  his  own 
^^  being  (hot  through  and  through  by  fix  cannon  bullets,  and 
'^  the  water  coming  in,,  he  was  obliged  to  furrender,.  becaufe 
«<  the  ihip's  crew  forced  him. 

<<  The  Juno  was  engaged  alfo  by  three  Engli(h  (hips ;  yet 
*<  maintained  the  iight  above  three  hours,  not  furrendering  till 
«^  after  moft  of  her  men  were  killed,  and  the  (hip  juft  falling. 
♦*  in  pieces. 

<<  Captain  doa  Gabriel  Alderete,  alfo  defended  the  frigate 
^  called  the  Pearly  againft  three  Englifh  (hips  for  three  hours  ^ 
*^  and  after  ha^mg  (hot  down  the  mafts  of  one,  which  imme- 
*<  diately  retired,  he  was  relieved  by  admiral  don  Balthazar  de 
^  Guevara,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to  efcape  to  Malta. 

<<  Captain  don  Andrea  Reggio,.  knight  of  the  order  of  Mai* 
^  ta,  who  was  fartheft  advanced  with  the  (hip  the  Ifabella„ 
«  was  purfued  all  that  night  by  feveral  Englilh  (liips ;  and,  af* 
«  ter  having  defended  himfelf  for  four  hours^  he  furrendercd 
**  the  next  day. 

<<  The  frigate  called  the  Surprize,  which  was  of  the  marquis 
<<  de  Mari's  divifion,  and  by  confequeoce  farther  advanced  than' 
<<  the  others,  was  attacked  by  three  £ngli(h  (hips,  and  maln- 
*<  tained  a  ftght  for  three  hour?,  till  the  captain  don  Michael 
<<  de  Sada,  knight  of  the  order  of  St.  John,  being  wounded^ 
^  moft  of  her  men  killed,  and  all  her  rigging  (polled,  {he  was 
<*  forced  to  furrender. 

w  The  otliev  light  (hips  and  frigates  of  the  Spanifh  (qua- 
^  dro%  not  already  mentioned,  retired  to  Malta  and  Sardi- 
ne nia;  as  did  alfo  the  admiral  don  Balthazar  de  Guevara,  with 
«  his  two  (hips  St.  Lewis  and  St.  John,  after  having  been  en- 
«  gaged  with  the  Englifh  admiral^  and  having  rcfcucd  the  frl- 
*«  gate  called  the  Pearl. 

«<  It 
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<*  It  muft  not  bq  forgot,  that  the  marines  in  every  dilp 
><'  fignalized  and  diftinguiOied  themfelvea  with  a  great  deal  of 
«*  valour,  they  being  compofed  of  the  nobility  of  Spain. 

«  The  feren  gallics  which  were  under  the  command  of  sd- 
**  miral  don  Francifco  de  Grimao,  having  done  all  that  was 
«  poflible  to  join  the  Spaniih  (hips,  feeing  that  there  was  flill 
«'  a  freih  gale  of  wind,  retired  to  Palermo. 

«<  Befides  the  above-mentioned  (hips,  which  the  EngliOi  took 
<<  out  of  the  main  body  of  the  Spaniih  fquadron^  they  alio 
<<  made  themfelves  maders  of  the  Royal,  and  of  two  frigateSf 
"  St.  Ifidore,  and  the  Eagle  ;  thofe  that  were,  burnt  by  the  or- 
«  der  of  the  marquis  de  Mari,  are  two  bomb-gallies,  a  firc- 
**  (hip,  and  the  Efperanca  frigate,  fo  that  the  fhips  which  ef* 
^  capcd  out  of  the  battle  are  the  following :  St.  Lewis,  St* 
«•  John,  St.  Ferdinand,  and  St.  Peter ;  and  the  frigates  Her* 
«  mione,  Pearl,  Galera,  Porcupine,  Thouloufc,  Lyon,  Little 
•<  St.  John,  the  Arrow,  Little  St.  Ferdinand,  a  bomb^gallcy^ 
*<  and  a  (hip  of  Pintado. 

w  This  is  the  account  of  the  fea-fight  which  was  at  th^ 
«  height  of  Abola,  or  the  Gulf  of  I'Ariga,  in  the  canal  of 
<<  Malta,  between  the  Spanifli  and  Englifh  fquadrons,  the  laft 
««  of  which,  by  ill  faith,  and  the  fuperiority  of  their  firengtb| 
«  had  the  advantage  to  beat  the  Spaniih  (hips  fingly^  one  by 
<*  one ;  and  it  is  to  be  believed,  by  the  defence  the  Spaniards 
«<  made,  that  if  they  had  aftcd  jointly,  the  battle  would  have 
««  ended  more  happily  for  them. 

««  Immediately  after  the  fight,  a  captain  of  the  Englifh  fqua- 
<<  dron  came,  in  the  name  of  admiral  Byng,  to  make  a  com- 
««  pliment  of  excufe  to  the  marquis  de  Lede,  giving  him  to  un- 
<<  derflaod,  that  the  Spaniards  had  been  the  aggreflbrs,  and 
<>  that  this  adion  ought  not  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  rapture^ 
•«  bccaufc  the  Englifli  did  not  take  it  as  fuch.  Td  which  it  was 
<*  anfwered,  that  Spain  on  the  contrary  will  reckon  it  a  formal 
<<  rupture  -,  and  that  they  would  do  the  £ngli(h  all  the  damages 
«  and  hoftilities  imaginable,  by  giving  orders  to  begin  with  rc- 
«f  prifals ;  and,  in  conl>j]Ufnce  cf  this,  feveral  Spani(h  veficis, 

H  and 
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'^f  and  Guewa's  fquadfon»  bav^alreadf  taken  fome  EngljOi 


c  A  LI8T  o\  the  Spanish  Fliit,  id  the  ^Q^otk  off  Cape  pAfTaro,  (a  k^e 
)ear  1718,  under  the  ccmmand  «f  Don  AktonIo  ttB  CAtTAttSTA,  includ- 
ing two  ihtps  vrbich  were amoagft  thofc  that  captain  '^al to*  deftrofcd,  on  tb« 
coaft  of  CUily. 


Shi»s. 
St.  I^hil  p,  the 
Piince  uf  Anurias 
The  Ro)aI 
St.  Lew  ill 
St.  Ferdinand 


St.  Carlos 
SanAa  Ifabella 
Saoda  R»fa 
St.  John  Baptift 
St.  Peter 


Pearl 


•t*^ 


St.  iHdore 
L^Efperanza 

Volante 


Harmooia 

Porcopihe 
Suiprise 

Jnro 
La  6aler4 
La  Ca^ilU 

C»uat  de  Thouloufe 

Tygct 

Eagte 

8t.  Francis  Arercs 

Little  St.  Ferdinand 

LUtle  St.  John 

Arrav 


voL.m. 


"•5 


CA»TAIfll. 

Admiral  Caftaneta,  taken 

Rear-admiHil  Chacon,  takea 

Rear-admiral  Mari,  taken 

Rear-admiral  Guevara,  efcaptd 

Rear- admiral  Cammock*  efcapedO 
fttnk  afterwards  at  Me^oa  > 
Mole  J 

Prince  de  Chalay,  taken 
Don  Anilrea  ReKto,  taken 
Don  Antonxi  Goofales,  taken 
Don  Francifco  Geireia,  efcaped 
Don    Antonio  Arrifago,    efcaped^ 

afterward*   )o(l  in.  the  guit 

Taren:o 
Don  Gabriel  A ldierete»  efcaped 

,  bornt 
Don  Maouel  villa  Vicent^a,  taken 
Don  Juan  Delfino  and  Barlnndi,') 

bunt  i 

Don  Antonio  Efcude^a^  taken 
.  I  ■  ■  ,  burnt 

Don  Rodrigo  de  To 
faak  atterwards 
Mole 
A  FiCDchman,  efcftped 
Don  Michael  de  Sada,  ka>sht  of 

Malta,  taken 
bun  Pedro  Moyana,  taken 
Don  Frantifco  Alverera,  efcaped 
Don  Francisco  Lenio,   kot^ 

Malta,  efcaped 
X>^  Jofeph  Jocouay  efcap«d»  taken  7 

in  Melfina  Mole  S 

Don  ■  ■    ■  Covaignc^  taken 
D40  Lucas  Mafnata,  taken 
— —  Jacob,  a  Scoifman,  efcftped 
,  ,  IN        I  I—*—,  eieaped 

Don  Ignatio  Valevale,  efcaped,  ta-l 
ken  afterwards  > 

Don  Juan  Pap^jcni,  efcaped 


o 


>fjes,  efcaped,"^ 
It  in    MeffioaV 

} 
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There  is  no  queftion  to  be  made,  but  that  both  tbefe  rdia«^ 
tions  retain  feme  tin£lure  of  the  palfions  and  prejudices  of  rhoic 
vrho  drew  tbem  up }   and  it  is  no  lefs  certain,  that  what  was 
commonly  reported  at  that  time,  of  the  bad  behaviour  of  the 
Spaniards,  and  of  their  makiag  but  a  weak  defence^  was  indif- 
fitrcntly  founded.-    ¥tr  the  truth  is,  that  their  fleet,  though 
ilrong  in  appearance,  was  every  way  inferior  to  ours ;  their  £hips 
being  old,  their  artillery  none  of  the  bed,  and  their  fcamen 
xnoft"  of  them  not  to  be  depended  upon  ^,     Yet  it  is  agreed  oo 
all  hands,  that  their  admirals  defended  themfelves  gallantly ;  fo 
that,,  upon  the  whole,  their  defeat  may  be  charged  upon  tbein 
irrefolution  at  the  beginning,. and  their  not  taking  good  advice 
when  it  was  givenvthem.  • 

I  mean  that  of  rear-admiral  Cammock^  an  Irifli  gentleman,, 
who  Had  ferv^ed  long  in  our  navy,  and  who  was  (to  fpeak  impar- 
tially)^a  much  better  ieaman  than  any  who  bore  command  in  the 
Spanifli  fleet.   Hek«ew  perfedly  well  the  ftt ength  of  both  par^ 
ties,  and  faw  plainly,  that  noticing  could  fave  the  Spaniards  but 
a  wife  difpofition  \  and  therefore^in^the  laft  council  of  war  held 
before  the  battle,  he  propofed,.that  they  fhould  remain  at  anchor 
in  the  road  of  Paradife,  ranging  their  (hips  in  a  line  of  battle^ 
with  their  broadfides  to  the  fea  *,  which  meafure  would  certainly 
have' given  the  Engltfh  admiral  infinite  trouble  to  attack  them ; 
for  the  eoad  there  is  fo  bold,  that  their  biggeft  ftips  could  ride 
with  a  cable  a-fliore,  and  farther  out  the  currents  are  fo  various 
and  rapid,  that  it  would  be  hardly  pra£licable  to  get  up  to  them^ 
but  impoflible  to  anchor,  er  ly-  by  them-  in  order  of  batdc» 
Befides,  they  might  have  Iain  fo  near  the  (bore,  and  could  have 
received  fo  great  reinforcements  of  foldiera  from  the  army  to 
man  and  defend  them,,  and  the  annoyance  the  Spaniards  naighc 
have  given,  from  the  feveral  batteries  they  could  have  planted 
along  the  ihore,  would  have  been  fuch,  that  the  only  way  of 
attacking  the  (hips  feemed  to  be  by  boarding  and  grappling  with 
thent  at  once,  to  prevent  being  caft  off  by  the  currents,  which 
would  have  been  an  hazardous  undertaking,  wherein  the  Spa> 

d  M.  it  %i.  Phi  ifpemfmoirpt  pour  fervir  a  Pi.iftcire  de  rEfpagne*  tome  iii.  p. 
997)  wKcte  he  fayt  the  fame  th«f  I  <ld,  itn<f  blames  their  admiral  Ca(latteu>  forloCng- 
thiee  d4\f,  in  which  t  om  he  ODigjit  have  reached  Malta,  apd  thereby  faved the «rbuk 
SpaoiihHcet. 

niardft^ 
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irUs^ottld 'have  had  many  advantages,  and  the  Englilh  admi- 
ral have  run  the  chance  of  deftraying  his  fleet,  or  buying  a  vie* 
«ory^  if  he  fucceeded,  very  dear'^.  The  Spanilh  admirals  were 
%0€>  much  perfuaded  of  their  own  ftrengeh,  and  the  courage  ,of 
^heir  fcamcn,  or  elfe  they  fooIiOily  depended  on^belr-notl^eing 
attacked  by  our«fleet.  Whatever  .the  motive  was,  they  flighted 
this  falutary  counfel,  and  were  thereby  undone. 

As  feon  as  admiral  Byng  had  obtained  a  full  account  of  the 
'virhole  tranfadion,  he  difpatched  aws^  his  elded  (c^-.to  fngtodf's* 
-nrho,  arriving  at  Mampton-court  in  fifteen  days  from  Naples^ 
l>rought  thither  the  agreeable  confirmation  of  what  public  fame 
had  before  reported,  and  upon  which  the  king  had  already  writ- 
l*en  a  letter  to  the  admiral  with  his  own  hand  <•  Mr»  Byng  met 
"With  a  moft  gracious  ^reception  £rom.his  majcAy^  who  made  him 

^  This  was  the  fentimenr  of  admiral  Byng,  and  therefore  we  mty  concludr, 
lie  who  gave  the  advice  was  a  good  feamao. 

»f  London  Gazette,  ^^.  6673. 

•S  This  circumftance,  as  well  as  the  flyk  of  the  fdtlowing  letter,  will  fafficiently 
deiltondrate  how  welcome  the  n<w<  was  to  his  majtCVy,  and  howmnch  he  appro*- 
•vcd  Sir  George  Byng*s  condsA,  and  the  fyftem  on  which  it  was  founded* 

«•  Monf.  le  Chev.  Byng, 

'*•  Quoytqae  je  n'ay  pas^ncere  rrcen  de^es  Dovelles  en  droit  tiire,  j*ay  aj»^ 
**  pris  la  viAoire  que  la  flotte  a  remportee  fous  vos  ordres,  et  je  nVy  pas  v -nUi 
<<  vous  dilTerer  le  contentment  que  moo  appn  b«iion  de  vdcre  condui:  voiis  pour<« 
**  roitdonncr.  Je  vous  en  rcmxrcie,  et  jc  fuuhaite  que  von*  en  :emoigniez  ina 
**  fatisfa^ion  a  tons  les  graves  gens,  qai  fe  font  diHingncz  dans  rerte  occufioii^ 
**  Le  fecretairc  d*etat  Craggs  a  ordre  de  vous  inforicer  plus  an  long  de  ntec  io, 
**  tentions  mais-j*ay  vuuU)  yu«s  afTuTcr  moy  meme  ^ue  je  fail,  monfieof  le  che- 
*•  yalier  Byng 

««  A  Hampton -court,  **  Voire   bon  amy, 

«  ce*3d'Aout,  tyi8.  **  O  f  O  R  O  E    R.** 

In  EngHUi  cIhm  : 
**«  Sir  Gsnacs  B»nc, 
**  Although  I  have  received  no  news  from  yoB  dircAly,  I  im  informed  of  tKe 
'*  viflory  ohtained  hy.ihe  fleet  under  your  command,  fnd  wouli4  n<%t  therefore 
^*  defer  giving  you  that  fatiifaAion  which   mud  refult  from  my  approbation  of 
**  yonr  condoA.  I  give  you  my  thanks,  and  desire  yoQ  wi^l  teftify  my  fatisfa^ion 
**  to  all  the  brave  men  who  haye  diftinguifbed  themfeive«  on  this  occifion.     Mr. 
**  fecretary  Craggs  has  orders  to  inform  you  more  fully   of  my  intentions;  bat  { 
A*  was  willing  myfelf  to  afTure  you,  that  I  am 
**  Hampton-coort,  *•  Your  good  friend, 

*«  4ug.  23,  17 18.  GEORGE   R." 

3  0  a  4  haod 
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a  handfbme  prefenti  and  fent  him  back  with  plempotentiaiy 
powers  to  his  father)  to  negociate  with  the  iereral  princes  and 
ftates  of  Italy  sis  there  (hould  be  occafion,  and  with  his  xoyal 
grant,  to  the  officers  and  feamen,  of  all  prizes  taken  by  them 
from  the  Spaniards  K 

The  admiral  in  the  mean  time  profecuted  his  affairs  with  great 
diligence,  procured  the  emperor's  troops  free  aoceis  into  the  fbr^ 
treiles  th«t  were  ftill  held  out  in  Sicily,  failed  afterward  to  Maltas 
and  brought  out  the  Sicilian  gallics  under  the  command  of  the 
marquis  de  Rivarolesi  and  a  ihip  belonging  to  the  Turkey  com- 
pany, which  had  been  blocked  up  there  by  rear-admiral  Cam- 
mock,  with  a  few  (hips  which  he  had  faved  after  the  late  engage* 
ment,  and  then  failed  back  again  to  Naples,  where  he  arrived 
on  the  2d  of  November,  and  foon  after  received  a  gracious  letter 
from  the  emperor  Charles  VL  written  with  his  own  hand  i^  ac- 
companied 

^  The  earl  of  SunderUod^  then  at  the  head  of  the  BritiA  admtmi^n'iiMi,  had 
f  very  great  opinion  of  Sir  George  Byng^s  talents,  and  thought  thej  qoaiificd 
h^m  equally  for  command  at  fea  and  forthe  funftiont  of  a  mintRer  on  (hate :  t 
ctrcumflance  of  which  he  very  ably  availed  himfeif,  without  intending  to  crea:c  « 
precedent* 

I  Copy  of  the  EMpEaok^s  LETTER  to  th«  Ad»iika1|  written  by  bai  owa 

hand; 

"  Monfieor  Amiral  el  C'levalicr  Byng, 
**  J*ay  recu  av«c  beacoup  de  fatisfa^ion  et  dff  joy,  p^r  Te  porrenr  de  celle  rv  U 

V  vStre  du  i8me  d*Aout.  Quand  de  fcrtit  que  voos  rti:'x  nomir.d  de  fa  majchc 
'*  le  r  '▼  T6tre  maitr:  pouc  commandez  fa  flotte  dans  la  Mediterranee,  je  conceua 
"  d*abord  toutei  lea  bonnef  rrprranccs.  Le  glorienx  fuciefi  poortant  les  a  en 
<«  qoelque  mjui^re  furpafle.     Vous  ave^  en  cette  occafir>n  donne  des  preuvct  e*a;^e 

V  vaieiir,  cond'iite,  et  scle  pour  U  c-  mtponc  ctufe  tres  fingolicr ;  la  gji  ire  que 
«*  vDOS  ,en  refulte  eft  bici  grarde,  m^is  aufli  en  rien  m>  \ndtc  ma  rcconnoiffjncir, 
**'  comme  Toat  I*expliquera  pins  le  comp:e  de  Ramiltoa.  Comprez  todjourt  for 
*<  U  co'n.lnua  ton  de  ma  tc^onnaiiTiince,  et  de  mon  i^^ioa  priaat  Dleu  qu'il  vo«i 
**  ait  en  fa  fainte  gar^c. 

«•  A  Vienne,  ce  lime 
«<  Oaobre,  1718,  «<  C  H  A  R  L  E  S/^ 

''  Admiral  Sir  Gb ORG t  Byng, 
*<  I  have  received  with  a  great  de»l  of  joy  and  fatisfa^ion,  by  the  hearer  of 
*«  this,  youM  of  the  i8th  of  Auguft.  As  foon  as  I  knew  yoo  was  named  by  the 
<t  krrg  your  mafler  to  command  bis  fleet  in  the  Mrdi  erranean,  I  CAoceived  the 
<'  greatefl  hopes  Imaginable  frcm  thac  very  circumf>ance.  The  glorious  fuccefs 
'»  you  have  had  fu'paflts,    however,    my  cipcdtitionp.     You  hare  given,  upon 

"  this 
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.  fc.  J 
companied  with  a  piAure  of  his  imperial  xnajefty,  (ct  round 

li^ith  very  large  diacnonds,  as  a  mark  of  the  grateful  ienfe  he 
bad  of  che  fignal  fervices  rendered  by  his  excelleBcy  to  the 
lioofe  of  Auftria. 

As  for  the  prizes  that  had  been  taken,  they  werefentto  Fort 
Mahon,  where  by  fome  accident  the  Royal  Philip  took  fire,  and 
blew  upi  with  moft  of  the  crew  on  board;  but  the  admiral  had 
been  before  fet  a^ihore  in  Sicily,  with  Ibtne  other  prifoners  of 
diftin^tiony  where  he  died  foon  after  of  his  wounds  ^* 

The  Spanish  court,  exceihvely  provoked  at  this  tmexpe^ed 
blow,  which  had  in  a  manner  totally  ddlroyed  the  naval  force 
they  had  been  at  fo  much  pains  to  raife,  were  riot  flow  in  ex- 
preffittg  their  refentments*  On  the  ift  of  September  rear-ad- 
miral Guevara,  with  Ibme  (hips  under  his  command,  entered 
the  port  of  Cadiz,  and  made  himfelf  maflsr  of  all  the  Ei^liOi 
fhips  that  were  there ;  and  at  the  fame  time  all  the  effeds  of 
the  Englifh  merchants  were  feized  in  Malaga  and  other  portr 
of  Spain,  which,  as  foon  as  it  was  known  here,  produced  re- 
priials  on  our  part '.  But  it  it  now  time  to  leave  the  Mediter- 
ranean, and  the  affairs  of  Spain,  in  order  to  give  an  account 
pf  what  pafied  in  the  northern  feas. 

A  refolution  having  been  taken,  as  before  obferved,  to  fend  a 
ftrong  fquadron  to  the  Baltic,  it  was  put  under  the  command  of 
Sir  John  Norris  and  rear-admiral  Mighels,  who,  with  ten  fail 
of  the  line  of  battle,  left  Sole-bay  on  the  ift  of  May,  having 
eighteen  merchant^ihips  under  their  convoy,  and  on  the  14th 
nrrived  fafcly  at  Copenhagen,  where  the  fame  day  Sir  John 
Norris  had  an  audience  of  his  Danifh  majefty,  by  whom  he  was 
very  gractouily  received  ;  and|  foon  after,  he  failed,  in  conjunct 
tion  with  the  Panilh  fleets  to  the  coaft  of  Sweden,  where  the 

f*  tkli  oecafion,  v«ry  finfular  proofs  of  your  covrage^  «ondii£(,  an ^  «e4  f«r  the 
"*  coiTQion  caufe :  the  glory  you  obtain  from  thence  is  indeed  great,  «nd  ycc  my 
"  gratitude  fills  nothing  (hort  thereof,  as  count  Hamilton  will  fu'ly  infarin  yoo^ 
**  You  tniy  al^^ays  depend  upon  the  continuance  of  my  thankfuloefs  and  affedlioa 
«  toi^ards  you  :  may  God  have  yon  alvtrtys  \n  his  holy  keeping. 
«  Vienna,  Oaober  aa,  «*  C  H  A  R  L  E  $.»• 

"  O.  S.  1718. 

« 

k  Lediard*s  naval  htftory,  vol.  it.   p.  88i«    Annals  of  king  Geotgc,  vol.   v. 
Ttndars  continuation  of  Rapin,  vol.  iv.    '  1  AnnaJs  of  kiog  George, 

To|,  V.  p.  '108. 
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ling  foand  bimfelf  obliged  to  lay  up  his  fliips  in  bis  own  bar- 
bours,  and  to  take  all  poffible  precautions  for  their  fecurity  *• 
That  monarch,  however,  was  far  from  being  idle,  notwitbftaiid- 
ing  he  was  fenfible  of  the  great  fupcriority  of  his  enemies,  but 
endeavoured  to  provide,  in  Ae  bcft  manner  be  was  able,  for  his 
«WA  fecurity,  by  making  a  peace  with  the  Czar,  and  in  the 
mean  time  turning  his  arms  agatnft  the  king  of  Denmark  in 
Norway,  whieh  kingdom  he  entered  with  an  army  of  thirty 
thoufand  men,  in  two  bodies,  one  commanded  by  gcperal  Aren- 
felt,  and  the  other  by  hiaifelf  in  perfon  "• 

He  had  all  the  fucceis  in  this  expedition  that  he  could  wiih, 
efpecially  the  feafon  of  the  year  confidered  ;  for  it  was  in  the 
depth  of  winter  that  he  penetrated  into  that  frozen  country, 
where,  mt  the  fiege  of  Frederickihril,  he  was  killed  by  a  cannon 
bullet,  about  nine  in  the  evening,  on  the  30th  of  November, 
1718.  The  death  of  this  enterprifing  monarch  gave  quite  a 
'new  turn  to  the  affairs  in  the  north,  and  particularly  freed  us 
from  all  apprehenfions  on  that  fide.  Before  this  extraordinary 
event  happened,  Sir  John  Norris  was  returned  with  the  fleet 
under  his  command  to  England,  where  he  fafely  arrived  in  the 
latter  end  of  the  month  of  O£tober  ^. 

There  remains  only  one  tranfaAion  more  of  this  year,  which 
in  a  work  of  this  kind  requires  to  be  mentiox^d  %  and  it  is  the  ac« 
count  we  proniifed  to  give  of  the  rcduAion  of  the  pirates.  Cap- 
tain Wood  Rogers,  having  been  appointed  governor  of  the  Ba* 
hama  Iflands,  failed  for  Providence,  which  was  to  be  the  feat 
of  his  government,  on  the  i  ith  of  April,  and  after  a  {hort  and 
eafy  pafiage,  arriving  there,  he  took  poflcfllon  of  the  town  of 
NalTau,  the  fort  belongiag  to  it,  and  of  the  whole  ifla/ld,  the 
people  receiving  him  with  all  imaginable  joy,  and  many  of  th<s 
pirates  fubmitting  immediately  p.  He  proceeded  foon  after  in 
formmg  a  council,  and  fettling  the  civil  government  of  tboib 

^  0!<!inixon*s  hiftoiy  of  England,  vol.  ii.  p.  65o.  Lediard*8  •«▼«]  biftory,  toI, 
i\.  p*  S73.     Mercure  biitorkjue  et  politiqne,  tome  Ixiv.  p.  6x4, 

n  Voltaire,  HiAoire  de  Charles  XII.  roi  de  Suede,  Mr,  viii.  Gea,  Gordon^i  bt- 
Hory  of  Peter  the  Great,  vol.  ii.  p.  155.  De  la  Mottraye*!  traveli,  ▼ol.  li.  chap. 
xii1«  o  Ledivd's  naval   hiflory,  vol.  ii*   p.  874.  P  Anoala  of 

kin^  George,  vol.  iv.  p.  330.  Salmon*i  cbronological  hinoriao,  yoK  ii.  p.  86. 
Merci^re  bi(lo.i(iae  et  poUUque,  tome  Uiv.^«  579.  • 
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klands^  appointing  civil  and  military  officers,  faifing  tiilitia,  and 
taking  every  other  ftep  neceiTary  for  procuring  fafcty  at  hotne^ 
and  fecurity  from  any  thing  that  might  be  attempted  fron^ 
abroad,  in  which,  by  degrees,  he  focceeded.  Some  of  the  pi- 
rates, 'tis  true,  reje£led  at  firft  all  terms,  and  did  a  great  deal 
of  mifchief  on  the  coaft  of  Carolina;  but  when  they  faw  that 
governor  Rogers  had  thoroughly  fettled  himfelf  at  Providence, 
and  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  Bahama  Iflairds  found  themfelves- 
o.bliged  through  intercft  to  be  honeft,  they  began  to  doubt  oS 
their  (ituation,  and  thought  proper  to  go'and  beg  that  mercy 
which  at  firft  they  refufed  ^  fo  that  by  the  i&  of  July,  1719,  to 
which  day  the  king's  proclamation  had  been  extended,  there 
were  not  above  three  or  four  veiTels  of  thoft  pirates  who  con- 
tinued  their  trade,  and  two  of  them  being  taken,  and  their 
crews  executed,  the  reft  difperfed  out  of  fear,  and  became  therc-^ 
by  Icfs  terrible**.  ^ 

Thus,  in  a  fhort  time,  and  chiefly  through  the  (leady  and 
prudent  condu^  of  governor  Rogers,  this  hesd  of  villains  was. 
in  fome  meafurc  diflblved,  who  for  many  years  had  frighted  che' 
Weft  Indies,  and  the  northern  colonies ;  coming  at  laft  to  be  fo 
ftrong,  that  few  merchant-m^  were  fafe,  and  withal  fo  cruel 
and  barbarous,  that  ilavery  among  the  Turks  was  preferable  to 
falling  into  their  hands.  It  had  been  happy  for  us,  if  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  Spanifli  guarda  coftas  had  been  committed  to 
the  care  of  fome  man  of  like  fpirit,  who  might  have  delivered 
the  merdiant*  from  being  plundered,  without  involving  the 
nation  in  a  war  ^ 

The  parliament  met  on  the  nth  of  November,  and  one  of 
the  firft  things  they  went  upon,  was  the  affair  of  Spain,  which 
had  indeed  cngrofted  all  public  converfation,  from  the  time  of 
the  ftroke  given  to  their  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  fbme  look* 
ing  upon  that  as  one  of  the  noblcft  exploits  fince  the  revolution ; 
but  others  confidered  it  in  quite  another  light*  v  and  when  an 
addrefs  was  moved  for  to  juftify  that  meafure,  it  was  warmly 

<l  This  cjptain  Woods  Rcgcrs  mad.'  ihe  loor  of  ihe  globe,  in  the  famoui  expe- 
dition from  Briftol,  in  xhc  Duke  and  Du.  befi. 

•■  Lrdiard'i  niv.*l  htftory»  vol.  ii.  p.  ^73,  874.     TIndal»     Qldmjxon. 
•  Chaiidler^s  dtb^icf,  \oI.  ii.  p.  182^  i%i^ 
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oppofed  by  the  dukes  of  Buckinghanii  Devoo(hire»  and  Argrle; 
the  earls  of  Nottingham*  Cowper,  Orford,  and  Hay  i  the  lords 
North,  Grey, 'and  Ilarcourt,  in  the  houfe  of  peers ;  and  by 
Mr.  Shippen,  Mr.  Freeinan»  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer,  Horatio 
Walpolcj  Efqi  and  Robert  Walpole,  Efq^  in  the  hoafc  of  cocd« 
mons^  but  without  eScd^  On  the  19th  of  the  fame  month, 
the  hoofe  of  commons  voted  139500  feamen  for  the  fenricc  of 
the  year  17 19,  at  4U  a  month ;  and  at  the  fame  time  granted 
18796381.  178.  6d.  for  the  ordinary  of  the  navyj  and  that  we 
may  range  all  the  fums  given  under  the  fame  head,  it  may  not 
be  amifs  to  obferve,  that,  on  the  19th  of  January,  the  houfe  of 
commons  granted  25,000!..  tor  the  half  pay  of  fea-oificers  ^^ 

On  the  1 7th  of  December,  1 7 18,  a  declaration  of  war  in  form 
was  publi&ed  agaiuft  the  crown  of  Spain  ^ ;  as  to  the  expedi- 
ency of  which,  many  bold  things  were  faid  in  the  houfe  of  cons« 
mons,  efpecially  with  regard  to  the  preteniions,  and  the  inten- 
tions of  thdfc  who  made  this  war^  for  the  miniAry  faififtcd 
ftrongly,  that  it  was  made  in  favour  of  trade,  and  upon  repeat- 
ed complaints  from  the  merchants.  It  was  urged  by  a  great 
fpeaker,  who  is  fiill  living,  that  the  miniders  had  (hewn  no 
great  concern  for  the  trade  and  intereft  of  the  nation,  (ince  it 
appeared  by  the  anfwer  of  a  fecretary  of  (late  to  the  marquis  de 
Monteleon's  letter,  that  they  would  have  paded  by  the  violations 
of  the  treaties  of  commerce,  provided  Spain  had  accepted  the 
terms  of  the  quadruple  alliance  i  and,  that  his  majefty  did  not 
feek  to  aggrandize  himfelf  by  any  new  acquifition,  but  was  ra* 
ther  inclined  to  facrificc  fomething  of  his  own,  to  procure  the 
general  quiet  and  tranquillity.  That  nobody  could  yet  tell  how 
far  that  facriiice  was  to  extend ;  but  certainly  it  was  a  very  un- 
common  piece  of  coudefcenfion.  Another  member  went  yet 
farther,  and  made  ufe  of  his  favourite  expredion,  in(inuatingy 
that  this  war  feemed  to  be  calculated  for  another  meridian  1  but 
wrapped  up  the  inuendo  fo  dextroufly,  that  no  exception  was 
taken  to  it.  The  miniilry,  however,  continued  the  purfuit  of 
their  own  (cheme,  in  fpite  of  oppoGtIon,  and  took  fuch  vigor<» 

c  O'dai'toB*!  hiftory  Af  BngUnd,  tol.  li,  p.  66S.  Illftorsol  regtAcr  for  1718, 
f.  413.  u  Annaltof  king  George,  ?ol.  v.  p.  166.     Hilioiical  reg;ft«ff  for 

S718,  p.  413.     Tifidars  continual  ion  pf  Rapinj  vol*  iVt  p«  S7S* 

*  Aonali  of  kin;  George,  toL  t*  p.  6p. 
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meafureB  lor  obliging  Spain  to  accept  ttie  terms  affigned  her 
i>y  the  quadruple  alliance,  that  fhe  loft  all  patiencei  and  refo^ 
▼ed  to,  attempt  any  thing  that  might  either  free  her  from  this^ 
neceffity,  or  ferve  to  exprcfs  her  refentments  againft  fuch  as 
«ndeavo«red  to  impofe  it  upon  her,  and  with  this  view  (lie 
drew  together  a  great  number  of  tranfports  at  CadiE  and  Cor^ 
rtiona*. 

The  late  earl  of  Stair,  who  was  then  our  minitler  ac  the'  court 
of  France,  difpatched  the  firft  certain  intelligence  of  the  defigns 
of  Spaing  which  were,  to  have  fent  a  confiderabie  body  of 
troops,  under  the  comaiand  of  the  late  dtike  of  Ormonde,  iato 
the  weft  ctf  England ;  upon  this,  the  moft  effe&uai  methods 
"were  taken  here  for  defeating  that  fcheme,  A  fleet  was  imme- 
diately ordered  to  be  got  ready  to  put  to  fea ;  a  proclamation 
iflued  for  apprehending  James  Butler,  late  duke  of  Ormonde^ 
with  a  promife  of  5000  L  to  the  perfon  that  (hould  fcize  him  \ 
and  an  embargo  was  laid  on  all  fliipping  ▼,  Thefe  precautions 
were  attended  with  fuch  fuccefi,  and  the  fleet  was  fitted  oiit 
with  ib  nooch  expedition,  that  on  the  5th  af  April  Sir  John 
Norris  failed  from  SpHhead  to  the  weftward,  whh  nine  meti  of 
war;  and  on  the  19th,  the  earl  of  Berkley  failed  from  St*  He* 
Icn*s,  with  feven  other  men  of  war  to  join  him^  which  he  did 
.  the  next  day** 

The  government  Kkewife  took  fome  other  very  falutary  mea^ 
fores  to  oppofe  this  intended  inTafion  of  the  Spaniards.  The 
troops  in  the  weft  of  England,  where  it  was  conjeAured  tHey 
dcfigned  to  landj  were  reinforced  by  ieveral  regiments  quarter*' 
«d  in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  four  battaliqns  were  fent 
for  over  from  Ireland,  and  were  landed  at  Minehead  and  Bri» 
Aol,  while  at  the  fame  time  the  allies  of  his  majefty  were  defirs* 
od  to  get  in  readinefe  the  fuccoars,  which  by  feiseral  treaties  the^ 
flood  engaged  to  ftirniih  in  cafe  of  a  fcbettion,  or,  if  the  BritiHj^ 

*  Chandler's  dcbttet,  vaU  v,  p,  19-),  iQi .    AnnAls  of  tiog  George,  vol.  v^ 
f,  235.  y  Tindal't  c.  ntiiui»tion  pf  Rapm,  vol.  it.  p.  583.     OSdirison^f 

Iviftvry  of  England,  vol.  ii.  p.  677*  See  the  prodamatios  io  the  htftorical  rfgi- 
fler  for  17199  p*  1 56.  a  M.  de.  St.  Philippe  meiroitef  pour  (ervir  a 

Vhiftuire  tie  r£rp;igne,  vol.  lii.  p.  354t'355>  35^*  Ledisrd's  naval  hiftory,  voU 
ii.  p.  882.  AunaU  »f  king  George,  tol.  T.  p,  233.  HiHorical  rcgifter  fof 
J7»9.  p.  »6a,  163. 
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dominions  flionld  be  invaded  by  any  foreign  power.  Accord- 
ing1y»  about  the  middle  of  April,  two  battalions  of  Switzers>  m 
the  ferrice  of  the  States- General,  arrived  in  tbe  river  Thames ; 
and  about  the  fame  time  three  battalions  of  Dutch  troops,  ma- 
king  together  the  fall  complement  of  men  which  HoUand  was 
obliged  to  furnifliy  landed  in  the  north  of  England.  But  by 
this  time  came  certain  advice,  that  the  Spani(h  fleet  dcfigncd  for 
this  expeditioni  confifting  of  five  men  of  war,  and  about  forty 
tranffiortSy  having  on  board  the  late  duke  of  Ormonde,  and  up- 
wards of  5000  men,  a  great  quantity  of  ammunition,  fpare 
arms,  and  one  million  of  pieces  of  eight,  which  failed  from  Ca- 
diz on  the  -23d  of  February,  O.  S.  being  on  tbe  28th  of  that 
month  about  fifty  leagues  to  the  weftward  of  cape  Finifterre, 
met  with  a  violent  ftorm,  which  lafted  forty-eight  hours,  and 
entirely  difperfed  them*.  Thus,  this  defign  of  the  Spaniards, 
whatever  it  was,  became  abortive*  . 

What  lofs  they  met  with  is  uncertain  ;  but  feveral  of  their 
veiTels  returned  to  the  ports  of  Spain  in  a  very  fhattercd  condi- 
tion. A  very  fmall  part,  however,  of  this  embarkation^  had 
fomewhat  a  different  fortune  )  for  the  earls  of  Marfhal  and  Sea- 
forth,  and  the  marquis  of  Tullibardin,  with  about  four  hundred 
men,  moft  Spaniards,  on  board  three  frigates  and  five  tranfports, 
landed  in  the  (Iiire  of  Rofs  in  Scotland,  where  they  were  joined 
by  fifteen  or  fixteen  hundred  Scots,  and  bad  ioftruAions  to 
wait  the  duke  of  Ormonde's  orders,  and  the  account  of  his  be- 
in^  landed  in  England.  But  the  whole  defign  being  quaihed  by 
the  difperfion  of  the  Spanilh  fleet,  the  Highland  troops  were  de- 
feated at  Glenfhtel,  and  the  auxiliary  Spaniards  furrendercd  at 
difcretion.  They  had  met  with  a  check,  before  at  Donan  Caftle, 
which  was  fecured  by  his  majefty^s  fliips,  the  Worcefter,  £n- 
terprize,  and  FUmborougb,  the  caftle  being  blown  up,  and  the 
greateil  parr  of  their  ammunitiop  taken  or  deftroyed^. 

It  may  be  proper,  in  this  place,  to  take  notice,  that  we  a£led 
pow  in  fuch  clofe  conjunction  with  France^  that  the  regent  dc- 

"  OMmixon's  hiftory  of  KnglanJ,  vol.  li.  p.  678.  Tini}»l*5  coniinqation  i*r 
B'P"»  ^ol.  \v,  p.  584*  Annuls  of  kipg  Gcorgf,  vol,  v,  p.  255.  Mercure  hi(^ 
toriijne  et  poIit'<jor,  t^m.  Ixvi.  p»  474,  574.  h  AnDals  of  king  George, 

Yol.  V,  p.  2yi.     Tindal'a  rnntin«i«tiun  of  Rapin,  uBl  fupra*    Salmon's  cbroo^- 
Ip^-cil  hiftorion,  vol.  ii.  p  S^Jf.     lliftorical  rrginfr  fur  171VJ  P»  'J* 

clare4 
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glared  waf  againft  his  coufin  the  king  of  Spain ;  and  though 
fnarflial  yillars,  and  fome  other  officers  of  great  rank,  refufed^ 
from  a  point  of  honour,  to  lead  an  armj  againft  a  grandfon  of 
France,  yet  marffaal  Berwick^  who,  by  the  viAory  of  Alman- 
za,  fixed  that  prince  upon  his  throne,  accepted  the  command  of 
the  army  which  was  appointed  to  invade  his  territories,  in  or<* 
der  to  force  him  to  fuch  conditions  as  were  thought  requifite  for 
cftabliihing  the  general  tranquillity  of  Europe. .  Many  people 
here  fuf})c£ted  that, this  war  would  produce  no  great  effe£ts ;  but 
it  proved  quite  otherwife  ;  for  the  marquis  de  Silly  advanced  in 
the  month  of  April  as  far  as  Port  Paffage,  where  he  found  fix 
men  of  war  juft  finifhed,  upon  the  ftocks,  all  which,  prompted 
thereto  by  colonel  Stanhope,  (afterwards. earl  of  Harrington), 
he  burned,  together  with  timber,  mafts,  and  naval  ftores,  to 
the  value  of  half  a  million  fterling  ;  which  was  a  greater  real 
loCs  to  the  Spaniards  than  that  th^y  fuflained  by  our  beating 
their  fleet.  Soon  after,  the  duke  of  Berwick  beficged  Fontara" 
bia^  both  whicli  a&ions  (hewed,  that  the  French  were  aAually 
in  earneftS 

While  the  Spaniards  were  pleafing  themfelves  with  chimerical 
notions  of  invafions  it  was  impoflfible  to  tffe£t  againft  us,  our 
admiral  m  the  Mediterranean  was  diftreffing  them  eflfe^hially ; 
for,  having  early  in  the  fpring  failed  from  Port  Mahon  to  Na- 
ples, he  there  adjufted 'every  thing  for  the  redu&ion  of  Sicily^ 
in  which  he  z&ed  with  fuch  zeal,  and  what  he  did  was  attend- 
ed with  fo  great  fuccels,  that  not  only  the  imperial  army  was 
tranfported  into  the  ifland,  and  fo  well  fupplied  with  all  things 
neceflary  from  our  fleet,  (which  at  the  fiune  time  attended  and 
difturbed  all  the  motions  of  the  enemy's  army),  that  it  may  bo 
truly  fidd,  the  fuccels  of  that  expedition  was  as  much  owing  to 
the  Englifli  admiral,  as  to  the  German  general ;  and  that  the 
Engliih  fleet  did  no  leb  fervice  than  the  army.  To  enter  into 
all  the  particulars  of  this  Sicilian  eipedition,  would  take  up 
much  more  room  than  I  have  to  fpare,  and  would,  befides,  ob* 
lige  me  to  digrcfs  from  my  proper  fubjeA,  Cnce  the  motions  of 
a  fleet  attending  a  land  army,  for  the  fervice  of  the  emperor, 

c  Mercurc  hlHoriquc  et  politiqae,  torn.  fxvi.  p.  535.     AdoUa  of  king  Ocorgr, 
vol.  V.  p.  :i6.     irilorical  rcginir'fur  1719,  p.  i8&. 
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cannot  be»  flrifkly  fp«aking>  tbooght  a  part  of  the  BrttUh  tani 
hiftory  <i  i  for  wbich  reafons  I  ihall  fpc4(  of  it  as  coocUclj  v 
may  be* 

There  is,  however,  one  ctrcumftance  that  de(erve»  to  be  made 
known  to  poflority,  and  whkh  I  will  not  tbeiefore  ooik.  Ihe 
hnperialifts  having  tahen  the  city  of  Meffipat  on  the  8th  of  Aa- 
g«ft,  171^  the  admired  landed  a  body  of  EogUfli  gremdiers» 
who  very  <)utckty  made  themfclvea  mafters  of  the  tower  of  Faio^ 
by  whichy  having  opened  a  free  p9&^ge  for  the  (hips»  he  came 
to  an  anchor  10  Faradife  road ;  and  this  being  perceived  by  the 
officers  of  the  Spanillr  men  of  war  In  the  mold  who  began  to 
defpair  oiTgetftiag  out  to  fea,  they  unbent  their  &ils»  aod  unrig- 
ged their  fliip$,c  and  refolved  to  wait  their  fate,,  which  they 
knew  mvft  be  the  fame  with  that  of  the  citadel  ^  aod  this  gave 
great  fatiirfadkioff  to  the  admiral,  who  now  found  himfelf  at  li- 
berty to  employ  hi!»  ihipa  in  other  lervices,  which  had  been  for 
a  long  time  employed  in  blocking  up  that  port '% 

But,  while  all  things  were  ia  this  prosperous  concUtion,  a  dif- 
pute  arofe  among  the  alSes  abotrt  the  difpofition  of  the  Spaniib 
fliips  bcfbrewmentionedf  which,  upon  taking  the  citadel,^  would 
of  cpurfe  fall  into  their  hands.  Sigaior  StramfN,  general  of  the 
king  of  Sardinia's  galUes,  firft  ftaited  the  queftioo,  nmi  claioied 
the  two  beft  of  iixty,  and  the  other  of  fisty-fbur  guns^  ocw 
fliips,  which  had  belonged  to  his.mafter,  and  were  fieszedbf  the 
Spaniards  in  the  port  of  Paleraio.  He  grounded  his  right  ob 
•Ibe  convention  madcat  Vienna  the  a^ih  of  December,  1718, 
in  which  it  was  &id,  <*  That  as  to  the  (hips  belon^xig  to  the 
«<  king  of  Sardinia,  if  they  be  uken  in  port,,  they  fball  be  re* 
^  ftored  him  ^  but  that  this  fliall.bere£enred  toadmtsalByng  to 
^  aufwer.""  To  this  the  admiral  replied^  <^  That  this  cottventioB 


d  The  rrader  may  infnnn  himMt  fullf  tf  to  alt  rheie  drconfttncef^  hff  pe- 
fafing  the  AceouKT  of  rbe  ExrEOiTtoN  to  Sicily^ wbkh  I  k«i«  difld  lb  ofi 
un,  anii  which  it  a  very  ample  hiflory  of  that  meoiorable  war,  thac  eaibarmflect 
US  To  much  while  it  continued ;  and  which  has  been  buried  in  obicufiiy  ever 
finer,  except  at  f  the  pri>mire  it  occafioned  about  Gibraltar;  of  which  wc  flialf 
hear  inore  than  once*  before  we  conclodc  this  volttme ;  ttad  perhaps  wc  may, 
ibtne  time  or  otber,  find  ihe  hiAory  of  that  promile  no  uoafeful  piece  of  intelli- 
fcnce. 

«  M.  de  St.  Philippe  oMmoiKt  pouf  ftr? if  a  Thiftoire  de  I'Efpagne,  torn.  iii. 
p«  41Z,  4»i,  4>^ 

•*  having 
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'*  having  been  only  a  groood-work  for  another  to  be  made  at 

*^  Napks^  he  could  be  dire£led  by  none  but  that  which  had 

<^  been  made  in  confequence  thereof,  in  April  17 ip*  between 

«<  the  viceroy  of  Naples^  the  marquis  de  Breillei  minifter  o£ 

«(  Sardinia,  and  himfelf^  in  which   no   mention  is   made  of 

><  thofe  fliips;    and    as.  for  the  reference  to  his  opinion,  he 

<*  did  freely  declare  he  could  not  think  the  king  of  Sardinia  ha4 

^  any  (hadow  of  title  to  them ;  that  they  had  been  taken  by 

*<  the  enemy,  were  now  fitted  out  and  armed  at  their  expence, 

*<  and  under  their  colours ;  that  they  would  put  out  to  lea  if  h^ 

<^  did  not  binder  them)  and  attack  all  Englifli  (hips  they  met 

<<  witbi  and,  if  ftronger,  take  them  i  fo  that  he  could  not  con»- 

**  fider  them  in  any  ether  light  than  as  they  were  the  Chips  of 

*^  an  enemy/'    Count  de  Merci  next  put  in  his  claim  £or  the 

emperor,  alledging,  **  That  as  thofe  fliips  would  he  found 

<<  within  the  port  of  a  town  taken  by  bis  mafter's  arms,  accord* 

<<  ing  to  the  right  of  nations  they  belonged  to  him.**     The  ad* 

miral  replied^  **  That  it  was  owing  to  his  keeping  two  fqua* 

*<  drons  on  purpofe,-acKl  at  a  great  haaard,  to  vratch  and  vh^ 

**  ferve  thofe  fbips,  that  they  were  now  confined  vinthin  the 

'<  port ;  which  if  he  was  to  withdraw,  they  would  iliU  be  able 

*<  to  go  to  fea»  and  he  (bould  have  a  chance  of  meeting  with 

«<  and  taking  thcnpt  ^.'* 

But  refleding  afterwards  with  himfelf,  tl^at  pofTibly  the  gar* 
rifon  might  capitulate  for  tlie  fafe  return  of  thofe  ilnps  uito 
Spain,  which  he  was  determined  never  to  fufer ;  that,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  right  of  poflefiion  might  breed  an  inconvenient 
difpiite  at  that  critical  >un£^ure  among  the  princes  concerned ; 
andi  if  it  (hould.  be  at  length  determined  that  they  did  not  be- 
long to  England^  it  were  better,  they  belonged  to  nobody  |  he 
'Jpropofed  to  count  de  Merci  to  erefl  a  batt'ery,  and  deftroy  them 
as  liiey  lay  in  the  balbn ;  who  urged,  that  he  had  no  ordei s 
concerning  thofe  (hips,  and  mud  write  to  Vienna  for  inflruc* 
tions  about  it.  The  admiral  replied  with  fomc  warmth,  that  he 

f  Sir  George  Byng  underfiood  the  fpirit  of  liis  inOnvOion^,  and,  withoec  he* 
ing  iiiqiriGtive  into  chc  nature  of  oiv  quarrei  with  Spain,  refolved  to  ufe  hit 
bril  endeavours  to  put  it  ont  of  the  Spa'>tards  power  to  kurc  os;  and,  in  doinf 
thti,  we  fhatl  fee  be  could  be  pcremfvt-  ryy  *s  weli  m  coopidraiit,  to  oar  al-> 

lieu 

could 
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could  not  want  a  power  to  deftroy  evtry  thing  that  belonged  to 
the  enemy,  and  inGftcd  on  it  with  fo  much  firmnefs,  that  cbe 
general,  being  concerned  in  intereft  not  to  carry  matters  to 
an  open  mifunderftanding,  caufed  a  battery  to  be  creded,  noc- 
withftanding  the  proteftations  of  Signior  Scrampi,  which>  in  a 
little  time,  funk  and  deftroyed  them^  and  thereby  compleated 
the-  ruin  of  the  naval  power  of  Spain  <• 

The  imperial  court  had  formed  a  defign  of  making  themiclves 
mafters  again  of  Sardinia,  out  of  which  they  had  been  driven, 
as  is  before  obferved,  by  the  Spaniards ;  but  our  admiral  judged 
it  more  for  the  fervice  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  that  this  army 
ihould  be  immediately  tranfported  into  Sicily.    In  order  to  ef- 
fcft  this,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  procure  artillery  for  carrying 
on  the  fiege  of  the  citadel  of  Meffina,  he  went  over  to  Naples, 
where,  finding  that  the  government  was  .abfolutely  unable  to 
furnifli  the  military  ftores  that  were  warning,  he  very  grncroui^ 
ly  granted  to  his  imperial  majefty  the  cannon  out  of  the  firltlih 
prizes,  and  proctired,  upon  his  own  credit,  powder  and  other 
ammunition  from  Genoa ;  and  foon  after  went  thither  htmielf, 
in  order  to  haften  the  embarkation  of  the  troops,  which  was 
niade  fooner  than  could  have  been  expe£M,  merely  through  the 
diligence  of  the  admiral,  and  in  fpite  of  the  delays  afiefted  by 
the  then  count,  afterwards  ba(haw  Bonneval,  who  was  appoint- 
ed to  command  them  \ 

After  the  citadel  of  Meffina  furrendered.  Sir  George  Byng 
re-embarked  a  great  part  of  the  army,  and  landed  them  opon 
another  part  of  the  ifland,  by  which  fpeedy  and  unexpeAed 
conveyance  they  didrefied  the  enemy  to  fnch  a  degree,  that  the 
marquis  de  Lede,  who  commanded  the  Spanilh  forces  in  chiefs 
propofed  to  evacuate  the  ifland,  to  which  the  Germans  were 
very  well  inclined  ;  but  our  admiral  protefted  againft  it,  and  de« 
clared,  that  the  Spanifli  troops  fhould  never  be  permitted  to  quit 
Sicily  and  return  home,  till  a  general  peace  was  concluded.     In 


8  Expedition  !o  Sicilf»  p.  tfx.  Led!ard*s  naval  hiftoty,  vol.  ii.  p.  S85.  Co- 
lumift  roftratt,  p.  31  j. 

^  Thu  min,  wbofc  turbulent  difpofitidta  Ud  bin  firft  to  fight  agiinft  hii  oooa* 
try,  «ru  now  cor  of  humour  in  the  German  fendce,  and  at  length  fled  to  the 
Torfcs.  But  Sir  George  knowtrg  his  own  bu^Acfs  pcrfcdly,  paOcd  over  pvoc* 
tiliot  in  Ofdc7  co  accompIKh  it. 

this 
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tbiB  Sir  George  certaioly  aded  as  becartie  a  Britifli  admira]^  and 
after  having  done  fo  many  fervices  for  the  imperialifts,  infilled 
on  their  doing  what  was  juft  with  refpefl:  to  U3|  and  holding  the 
Spanifh  troops  in  the  uneafy  fituation  they  now  were,  till  they 
gave  ample  fatisfa£Uon  to  the  court  of  London,  as  well  as  to 
tjiat  of  Vienna.     It  rouft,  however,  be  confidered,  that,  in  the 
firft  place,  the  admiral  had  the  detention  of  the  Spaniards  in 
his  own  hands,  iinqe  the  Germans  could  do  nothing  in  that 
matter  without  him ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  our  demands  on 
the  court  of  Spain  were  as  much  for  the  intereft  of  the  com- 
mon caufe  as  for  our  own,  fo  that  though  the  fteadinefs  of  ad- 
miral Byng  defer ved  commendation,  yet  there  feemed  to  be  no 
great  praifes  due  to  the  German  complaifance  K 

'  The  more  effeftually  to  humble  Spain,  and  at  the  fame  time 
to  convince  the  whole  world  that  we  could  not  only  contrive 
hut  execute  an  invaiion,  a  fecret  deCgn  was  formed  for  fending 
a  fleet  and  army  to  the  coafts  of  Spain,  which  was  very  fuccefs- 
fully  performed;  and,  on  the  21ft  of  September,  1719,  vicc^ 
admiral  Mtghels,  with  a  ftrong  fquadron  of  his  majefty's  ihips 
under  his  command,  and  the  tranfports,  having  on  board  the 
forces  commanded  by  the  late  lord  vifcount  Cobham,  confid- 
ing  of  about  6o®o  men,  failed  from  St.  Helen's ;  and  the  firft 
account  we  had  of  them  is  comprized  in  the  following  letter, 
which,  indeed,  contains  the  only  good  account  that  was  ever 
publifhed  of  this  expedition ;  and  therefore  I  prefume  the  read- 
er will  not  be  difpleafed  to  fee  it  ^.' 

<<  His  excellency  the  lord-vifcount  Cobham,  whh  the  men  of 
((  war  commanded  by  vice-admiral  Mighels,  and  the  tranfports 
*<  having  the  forces  on  board,  arriving  on  the  coaft  of  Galicia, 
<<  kept  cruizing  three  days  in  the  ftation  appointed  for  captain 
<<  Johnfon  to  join  them ;  but  having  no  news  of  him,  and  the 
'<  danger  of  lying  on  the  coaft  at  this  feafon  of  the  year  with 
«  tranfports,  rendering  it  necelTary  to  take  fome  meafures  of  a£)« 

I  Thii  was  efteemed  a  mighty  fervice  by  one  pvity  in  Englasd,  and  treated 
with  very  great  contempi  by  another. 

k  Lediard^s  naval  hiftocy.  vol.  ii.  p.  884.  Hiftoricil  regifter  fur  17x9,  p.  37* 
Colamna  nHrata,   p,   309.     Mercure  hiQoriqvie   &  po)iti<^Qe,  torn.   Izvii.  p. 

«  ing 
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•«  ing  without  him,  and  th€  wind  ofienog  fair  for  Vigo,  his 
<(  lord  (hip  took  the  refolution  of  going  thither. 

«  On  the  29th  of  September,  O.  S.  they  entered  the  harboizr 
**  of  Vigo,  and  the  grenadiers,  being  ioimedifttelj  landed!  abotit 
««  three  miles  from  the  town,  drew  up  on  the  beach  ;  fome  pea- 
**  fants  fired  from  the  mountaina-at  a  great  diftance,  but  without 
**  any  execution.  Hislordflitp  went  a*(hore  with  the  grenadiers, 
<<  and  the  regiments  followed  as  faft  as  the  boats  could  carry 
*<  them.  That  night,  and  the  following  day  and  night,  the  troops 
**  lay  upon  their  arms,  la  the  mean  while  proviHons  for  four 
**  days  were  brought  a-(hofe,  and  guards  were  pofted  in  fevcral 
**  avenues  to  the  diftance  of  above  a  mi!e  up  the  country, 

<<  On  the  I  ft  of  Oflober  his  lordfliip  moved,  with  the  forces, 
^  nearer  the  town,  and  encamped  at  a  ftrong  poft,  with  the  left 
«<  to  the  fea,  near  the  village  of  Boas,  and  the  right  extended 
M  towards  the  mountains*  This  motion  of  the  army,  and  fon^ 
*<  parties  that  were  ordered  to  view  the  town  and  citadel,  gave 
<<  the  enemy  fome  apprehenfions,  that  preparations  were  making 
<<  to  attack  them;  whereupon  they  fet  fire  to  the  carriages 
**  of  the  cannon  of  the  town,  nailed  thofe  cannon,  and  by 
<<  all  their  motions  feemed  to  be  determined  to  abandon  the 
<<  town  to  the  care  of  the  magiftratds  and  inhabitants,  and  to 
**  retire  with  the  regular  troops  into  the  citadel ;  whereupon  the 
f<  lord  Cobham  fent  to  fummon  the  town  to  furrender,  which 
^  the  magiftrates  made  no  difiiculty  of  doing;  and  the  iamc 
**  night  his  lordfhip  ordered  brigadier  Honywood,  with  eight 
^  hundred  men,  to  take  poft  in  the  town,  and  Fort  St.  Seba- 
**  ftian,  which  the  enemy  had  alfo  abandoned. 

•<  On  the  3d  a  bomb-vcflcl  began  to  bombard  the  citadel,  but 
«  with  little  execution  by  reafon  of  the  great  diftance.  That 
**  evening  the  large  mortars  and  the  cohom- mortars  were  landed 
««  at  the  town ;  between  forty  and  fifty  of  them,  great  and  fmall, 
*<  placed  on  a  battery  under  cover  of  Fort  St.  Sebaftian,  began 
<«  in  the  night  to  play  upon  the  citadel,  and  continued  it  four 
<«  days  with  great  fuccefs.  The  fourth  day  his  lordfliip  ordtrcd 
«  the  battering  cannon  to  be  landed,  and,  with  ibme  others 
**  found  in  the  town,  to  be  placed  on  the  battery  of  Fort  St, 
<«  Sebaftian.  At  the  fame  time  his  lordftiip  fent  the  governor 
f^  a  fummons  to  furrender^  fignifying,  thit^  if  he  ftaid  till  our 

*«  battery 
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^^  batteiy  of  cannon  wiis  ready>  be  (hould  have  no  Quarter. 
«<  Colonel  Ligoniier  was  fenc  with  this  mcflage,  but  found  the 
*<  governor  Don  Jofeph  de  los  Cereos  had  the  day  before  been 
**  carried  out  of  the  caftle  wounded;  the  lieutenant-colonel* 
<<  who  commanded  in  his  abfence,  defircd  leave  and  time  .to  fend 
*<  to  the  Qsarquis  de  Rifburg  at  Tuy  for  his  directions ;  but^  be- 
**  iog  told  the.  hoftilities  (hould  be  continued  if  they  did  not  fend 
^<  their  capitulation  without  any  delay,  they  foon  complied  1.'' 

The  capitulation  confifted  of  ten  articles,  by  which  the  gar- 
rifon  were  permitted  to  march  out  with  the  honours  of  war,  and 
the  place,  with  all  its  works,  magazines,  and  whatever  they 
contained  either  of  ammimition  or  provifions,  were  delivered 
up  to  his  excellency  the  lord  Cobham. 

On  the  loth  of  the  fame  month,  in  the  momingj  the  garrifon 
marched  out,  confiding  of  469  men,  (officers  included),  having  . 
had  above  300  killed  or  wounded  by  our  bombs.  The  place,  it 
is  faid,  coft  us  but  two  officers,  and  three  or  four  men  killed. 
There  were  in  the  town  about  fixty  pieces  of  large  iron  cannon, 
^hich  the  enemy  abandoned,  and  thefe  they  nailed  and  damaged 
as  much  as  their  time  would  give  them  leave ;  and  in  the  citadel 
were  forty- three  pieces,  of  which  fifteen  were  brafsi  and  two 
large  mortars,  beHdes  above  two  thoufand  barrels  of  powder, 
and  feveral  cheds  of  arms,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  about  8000 
mufquets  ;  all  which  (lores  and  brafs  ordnance  were  lodged  there 
from  on  board  the  (hips  that  were  to  have  vifited  Great  Britain 
in  the  preceding  fpring,  and  the  very  troops  that  gave  up  Vigo 
were  part  alfp  of  thofe  corps  which  were  to  have  been  employed 
in  that  expedition  ^  feven  (hips  were  feized  in  the  harbour,  three 
of  which  were  fitting  up  for  privateers,  one  of  which  was  to 
carry  twenty-four  guns  ;  the  reft  were  trading  velTcls  "*. 

Vigo  being  thus  taken,  the  lord  Cobham  ordered  major-gc* 
neral  Wade  to  embark  with  a  thoufand  men  on  board  four  tranf- 
ports,  and  to  fail  to  the  upper  end  of  the  bay  of  Vigo ;  which  he 
accordingly  did  on  the  14th,  and,  having  landed  his  men,  march- 

1  This  relation  wai  published  in  the  London  Gazstic,  dated  Whitehall,  0£tc- 
bcr  2,  1719. 

B  Oldmixon*s  hiftory  of  England,  vol.  i:.  p.  6S6.     Annals  of  king  Georee,  vol 
VI.  p.  55.     Tindafs  continoation  of  Rapin,  vol.  it,  p.  604.     Mercure  biflor^ue 
ct  politique,  tome  Izvii.  p.  579. 
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ed  to  Ponta-Vedra,  which  place  furrcDdercd  without  oppofitko, 
the  magiftrates  of  the  town  meeting  them  with  die  keys. 

In  this  place  were  taken  two  forty«<ight  poua^en^  four  twcn' 
ty*four  pounders,  fix  eight  pounders^  and  four  mortftts,  all 
brafs,  befides  feventy  pieces  of  iron  cannon,  two  thouiand  fmali 
arms,  fome  bombs,  isfc.  all  which,  except  the  tweuty-fear 
pounders,  were  embarked,  and  major-general  Wade  returned 
with  his  booty  and  troops  to  Vigo  on  the  ajd  "• 

The  next  day  the  lord  Cobham,  finding  it  would  be  iinpoS. 
Ue  fot  him  to  maintain  his  ground  any  longer  in  Spain,  <»nder- 
ed  the  forces  to  be  embarked,  as  likewife  the  cannon,  {5V. 
which  befng  done  by  the  27th,  he  failed  that  day  for  England, 
where  he  ztriied  the  nth  of  Novensber,  having  loft  in  tbe 
whole  expedition  about  three  hundred  of  hi«  men,,  who  were 
either  killed,  died,  or  deferted  ^. 

There  is  yet  another  eipedition,  of  which  we  muft  take  fiune 
notice  before  we  (hut  up  the  tranfaftions  of  thb  year,  and  it  is 
fhat  of  Sir  John  Norris  into  the  Baltic.  Things  had  now  changed 
their  face  in  the  north  ;*  the  Swedes,  fince  the  death  of  their 
king,  were  become  our  friends,- and  the  great  defign  offending 
this  fleet  was  to  protefi  thefe  new  friends  againft  our  old  allies 
the  RulBans,  The  queen  of  Sweden  was  extremely  well  picafed 
on  the  receiving  {^  feafonable  a  fucconr*  In  the  beginning  of 
September  Sir  Joho  Norris,  with  his  fquadron  joined  the  Swe* 
difli  fleet,  and  on  the  6th  of  the  &me  month  arrived  at  the  Sab- 
len  near  Stockholm^  where  her  majefty'ls  confort,  the  late  king 
of  Sweden,  did  him  the  honotu*  to  dine  on  board  his  ihips  p. 
This  jun&ion  of  the  Englifli  and  Swedifh  fleets  broke  all  the 
meafures  of  the  Czar  Peter  the  Great,  who  had  ruined  the 
Swedifli  coaft  in  a  cruel  manner,  but  was  now  forced  to  retire 
with  his  fleet  into  the  harbour  of  Revel  ^. 

n  M.  de  St.  Philippe  memnirec  poor  fervlr  1  rhiftjire  de  TEfpRgne*  tome  tii. 
p.  409.  ^  Columna  r*  (Vrata,  p.  311,     Hlftorical  regiiler  for  i7if)  p.  387 

Lediard^t  nayal  liiftory,  vol.  il.  p.  SS5.  P  Oldmison*!  hlfiorjr  of  Englaad, 

vol.  ii.  p.  680.  Annais  of  kio  j  George,  vdl,  vi.  p.  %^,  Mercure  hifton'qve  ct  po- 
Utt(|iie,  tom«  Wvii,  p.  390. 

4  The  Cxar  had  more  than  one  Englidi  admiral  in  hit  fervice.  and  thej  hencCK 
I7  reprcfented  the  rifle  he  ran  of  feeing  the  naval  force,  whieh  was  the  oeaiare 
of  lais  own  brain,  and  which  he  nurfed  with  fo  mkich  cire,  ftringlcd,  at  fooa  at 
hrooght  forth,  by  an  one^al  contcft  wi'J)  »  Britiih  fleet>  which  he  might  avoid 
wkhom  any  dishonour. 
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The  lord  Carteret,  now  carl  of  Granville,  was  then  atnbaC- 
^ador  at  Stockholm,  and,  in  conjun£tion  with  Sir  JohnNorris, 
laboured  ailiduoufly  to  bring  the  conferences  at  the  ifland  of 
Ahland  to  a  happy  conclufion  ;  but  the  Czar  not  being  at  that 
time  difpofed  to  think  of  pacific  meafures,  they  could  not  prevail ; 
fo  thatf  about  the  middle  of  September,  the  conferences  broke, 
up.     All  this  time  the  fleet  continued  near  Stockholm  ;  but  the 
ivinter  feafon  coming  on,  and  there  being  no  reafon  to  fear  any 
farther  attacks  on  the  Swedes,  as  the  Danes  had  accepted  his 
Britannic  majefty's  mediation,  SirJohnNorris  thought  of  return- 
ing home,  and  accordingly  failed  from  Elfenap  on  the  27th  of 
O&ober,  with  a  large  fleet  of  merchantmen  under  his  convoy^ 
and  fafcly  arrived  at  Copenhagen  00  the  6th  of  November,  where 
be  was  received  by  his  Danifli  majefty  with  all  imaginable  marks 
-of  difl:in£lion  and  efteem.    It  muft  indeed  be  allowed,  to  the 
honour  of  this  worthy  admiral'^  memory,  that,  whatever  views 
the  miniftry  might  have  at  home,  heconfulted  the  nation's  glory 
atNK>ad,  and,  by  preserving  the  balance  of  power  in  the  north, 
rendered  the  higbeft  fervice  to  his  country.  On  the  12th  of  the 
fame  month  the  fleet  failed  from  Copenhagen,  and  on  the  17th 
net  with  a  dreadful  ftorm,  which  damaged  feveral  (liips,  but: 
deftroyed  none.     Towards  the  clofe  of  the  month  they  arrived 
iafe,  and  on  tl^  laft  day  of  November  Sir  John  came  to  Lon? 
don,  after  having  managed  wlti)  great  reputation,  and  finiflied 
with  much  expedition,  an  enterprize  which,  in  lefs  able  hands, 
Fould  either  have  brought  difcredit  on  our  naval  power,  or  in* 
volved  the  nation  in  a  bloody  war ;  but  by  his  fteady  and  pru- 
dent conduji  they  were  both  avoided,  and  a  (lop  put  to  thofe 
^roubles,  which  for  many  years  had  embroiled  the  north '. 

His  majefty  peturned  from  Hanover  about  thp  middle  of  No-; 
vcmber,  17 19,  and  the  parliament  met  the  Utter  end  of  the 
(ame  month,  when  there  were  very  warm  debates  upon  the 
fubjea  of  the  Sicilian  expedition  ;  where  many  great  men,  and 
good  patriots,  thought  our  fleet  had  done  too  much  for  the 
Germans,  and  too  little  for  themfelves.  On  the  other  hand, 
^he  friends  of  the  miniftry  maintained,  that  their  mcafurcs  were 

'  Lfdi  M'«  naval  hiftory,  wo\  W,  p.  884.    Tindal's  continu»iion  of  Raptn,  toK 
*i.  p.  Sh'     Me.c«rc  hiftoriqjc  tt  pili  iq'»«.  tome  IxTii.  p    681. 
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right ;  that  the  giving  Sicily  to  the  emperor,  and  Sardinia  to 
the  duke  of  Savoy,  would  effcdually  fix  the  balance  of  power 
in  Italy,  and  free  us,  and  the  reft  of  Europe,  from  the  apprc- 
henfiohs  created  by  the  mighty  naval  power  of  Spain. 

It  is  not,  ilriAly  fpeaking,  my  bufinefs,  and  to  fay  the  troth, 
the  compafs  of  this  work  will  not  allow   me  to  enlarge  much 
upon  it,  if  an  inquiry  into  the  politics  of  thofe  times  was  more 
fo  than  "\i  IS  ;  but  thus  much  I  think  is  to  be  faid,  in  juftioe  to 
Sir  George  Byng  ;  that  the  queflion  does  not  at  all  rcfpcCt  his 
behaviour,  fince  the  merit  of  an  officer  confills  in  executing  his 
orders,  for  which  alone  he  is  anfwerable,  and  not  at  all  for  the 
reditude  of  thofe  orders.     If  this  be  hot  allowed,  we    mull 
,  never  hope  to   Se  well  ferved   at  fea,  fince  the  admiral  who 
takes   upon  him  to  interpret  his  inftruLtions,  will  never  want 
excufes  for  his  management,  be  ic  what  it  will;  and  if  this  pro- 
portion be  once  granted,  Sib  George  Byng  muft  be  allowed  to 
have  done  his  duty,  as  well  as  any  admiral  ever  did ;  for  to  his 
condudi  it  was  entirely  owing  that  Sicily  was  fubdued,  and  his 
Catholic  majefty  forced  to  accept  the  terms  prefcribed  to  him  by 
the  quadruple  Alliance.     He  it  was  who  firft  enabled  the  Ger- 
mans to  fct  foot  in  that  ifland  5  by  him  they  were  fupported  in 
hU  they  did;  and  by  his  councils  they  were  direAed,  or  they 
had  other  wife  been  again  expelled  the  ifland,  even  after  the  ta* 
ting  of  Meffina.     As  warin  debates  were  there  about  our  pro* 
ceedings  in  the   Baltic,  which,    whether  they  were'  right  or 
wrong,  ought  not  to  afieA  the  charaAer  of  the  admiral,   who 
pun£lu;tlly  executed  his  inftru6tions,  and  performed  all  that  was. 
Or  could  be,  expeftcd  from  him  ;  neither  was  this  denied  by 
Inch  as  oppofed  ihe  riiiniftry,  and  whofe  fentiments  were  at  ihii 
time  over  ruled  in  parliament*. 

On  the  id  of  December,  the  naval  fuppHcs  for  the  cnfu- 
rig  year  were  fettled.  13,500  men  were  allowed  for  the  fcr- 
Mje  of  1720,  and  the  fum  of  4 1.  per  month  as  ufual,  granted 

•^  Tt  is  a  fusat  mitfortonc  in  this  country,  that  in  all  partydifpotes,  in  which 
\\  t  oi>V  ^'"^^  objcifl  ic  power,  political,  and  fomcrimct  religious  iydtmi  are 
iu'iptcvi,  artl  maintained  with  fuch  pUuHbiiity  on  brxh  fidcr,  that  an  hoocft  in* 
qisirer  ii  hard  pot   to  it   to  find,  and    when  he  hai  fiund,  runs    the  hazard  of 

^.  i!n>  "i\u:tJ,  H  he  \rjirurc5  o  J:clarc  Tor  Ta  u  TH. 


OF    King    GEORGE    I.  493 

tor  that  purpofe;  217,918 1.  10  s.  8  d.  was  given  for  the  ordi- 
nary of  the  navy,  and  791723  1.  for  the  extraordinary  repairs. 
Soon  'after  a  demand  was  made  for  a  confiderable  fum,  ex* 
pended  in  the  neceffary  fervice  of  the  laft  year,  beyond  what 
was  provided  for  by  parliament ;  and  after  great  debates,  in 
which  thofe  then  in  oppofition  took  great  freedoms,  a  vote  was 
obtained  on  the  15th  of  January,  for  377,561 1.  6s.  p^d.  in 
difcharge  of  thofe  expences.  In  the  beginning  of  the  month 
of  February,  the  king  of  Spain  acceded  to  the  quadruple  al- 
liance ^  'y  and,  as.  a  confequence  thereof,  a  ceflation  of  arms 
was  foon  after  publiflied,  yrhich  was  quickly  followed  by  a  con- 
vention in  Sicily  for  the  evacuation  of  that  ifland,  and  alfo  of 
the  ifland  of  Sardinia ;  and  thus  the  houfe  of  Auftria  got  pof- 
fcflion  of  the  kingdom  of  Sicily  by  means  of  the  Britifli  fleet. 
But,  what  return  the  imperial  court  made  Great  Britain  for 
thefe  favours,  we  fhall  fee  in  its  proper  place.  About  the  fame 
time,  a  meflenger  difpatched  by  the  then  lord  Carteret,  from 
^>tockholm,  brought  the  inftrumcnt  of  the  treaty  of  friendfliip 
and  alliance  concluded  between  his  tmjcdy  and  the  crown  of 
Sweden  **. 

The  Czar  of  Mufcovy  remaining  ftiil  at  war  with  that  crown, 
and  having  entered  into  meafures  that,  in  the  opinion  of  our 
court,  were  calculated  to  overturn  the  balance  of  power  in  the 
north,  it  was  refolved  to  fend  Sir  John  Norris  once  more  with 
a  fleet  of  twenty  men  of  war  under  his  command,  into  thofe 
ieas.  The  defign  of  this  was,  to  fccure  the  Swedes  from  feel* 
ing  the  Czar's  refcntment,  or  from  being  forced  to  accept  fuch 
hard  and  unequal  conditions  as  he  might  endeavour  te  impofc. 
The  better  to  underftand  this,  it  will  be  requifitc  to  obfervc, 
that  the  Swedes  had  made  fome  great  alterations  in  their  go- 
vernment, not  only  by  aflerting  their  crown  to  be  eledive,  but 
by  making  choice  of  the  prince  of  Hefle,  confort  to  the  queen 
their  fovereign,  for  their  king,  on  her  motion  and  requeft; 
notwithftanding  the  claim  of  the  duke  of  Holftcin,  her  Cfter's 

t  Lambeni,  tome  x.  appen^^  p.  $$,  60,  6x.  together  wirb  his  Catholic  tnajeOy's 
•O  of  acceptation.  "  AinnaJs  of  king  George,  vol.  vi.  p.  p?.     HiAorical  re- 

giflcr,  for  1 720,  p.  5,     Salmcn's  ch:onoIogical  hill«.riany  yoL  ii.  p,  04.  Lam'^eiti, 
tome  X.  a^^prnd.  N''.  xo. 

fen, 
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foiiy  to  the  fucceflion.  This  young  prince  the  Csar  was  pleafcd 
to  take  under  his  prote&ion,  and  propofed  to  the  Swedes,  thac 
if  they  would  fettle  the  crown  upon  him,  his  Czarilh  maje^y 
would  give  him  his  daughter,  with  the  provinces  conquered 
from  Sweden,  by  way  of  dowry ;  but,  in  cafe  this  was  reliiled^ 
he  threatened  to  purfue  the  war  more  yigorouflj  than  crer, 
and  for  that  purpofe  began  to  make  very  great  oavat  prepara* 
tions''.  , 

As  our  old  league  with  Sweden  was  now  renewed,  the  Bri- 
tifh  fleet,  on  the  i6th  of  April  \  failed  for  the  Baltic;  in  the 
beginning  of  the  month  of  May  they  were  joined,  on  the  coaft 
of  Sweden,  by  a  iquadrou  of  {hips  belonging  to  that  crown ; 
and,  on  the  a4th  of  the  fame  month,  being  near  the  coaft  of 
Ahland,  they  were  joined  by  feven  Swedifh  men  of  war  more, 
under  the  command  of  admiral  Wachjneifter  ^  the  26th  it  was 
refolved,  that  the  fleet  fliould  proceed  towards  the  coaft  of 
Revel ;  which  faved  the  Swedes  from  feeling  at  that  jundturc 
any  marks  of  the  Czar's  difpleafure.  In  the  ntcan  time,  our 
fniniiler  at  the  court  of  Denmark  baying  prepared  that  monarch 
for  an  accommodation  with  Sweden,  lord  Carteret,  who  was 
cur  minifler  at  Stockholm,  negociated,  and  brought  to  a  happy 
conclufion  the  treaty  of  peace  between  the  two  crowns,  under 
our  mediation,  and  went  afterward^  to  Copenhagen  to  prefcnt 
it  to  his  Danifh  majefly,  of  whom  he  (i§d  an  audience  on  the 
29th  of  June  1720,  for  that  purpofe. 

His  lordOiip  continued  for  Tome  time  after  at  the  Danifli 
court,  where  he  was  treated  with  unufual  marks  of  efteem  a^nd 
refpeck,  by  a  prince  who  was  allowed  to  be  one  pf  the  wifcit 
crowned  heads  in  Europe,  and  who,  as  a  fignal  teflimony  of 
his  favour  to  that  accompliihed  flatefman,  took  a  fword  frorn 
his  fide,  richly  fct  with  diamonds,  to  the  value  of  five  thou- 
fand  pounds^  of  which  he  made  a  prefcnt  to  his  lordfhip  '. 

* 

^  Mr,  dc  la  Motray's  travels,  vol,  ii.  chap,  xi?.     He   wai  upon    the  fpot  ia 
t)»c    conffrencei    on    the    ifle  of    Ahland,  *  Oldmiion's   hidory  of 

Kogland,  vol.    ii.   p.  695.     Lediard's  oaval  hiftory,  vol,  ii.  p.  tSy.     Anoai  of 
Icio*  Georgr,   vol.  v\,  p.   i88.  J  Tindal*S  continuation   of    Rapio, 

to],  ii.    p.    617.     Hiitorical   regtf^er     for    i7ftO»  p.   a4.i«     Oldmizoo**   biflory 
•»t  EngUi  d,  vol.  i;.  p.  7:9.     Meccore  hlftoii^ic  et  poJ-Jque,  tome  Ixlx.  p.  36, 
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Tbe  feafon  for  aAion  being  over,  Sir  John  Norris)  on  the 
8th  of  September,  failed  with  the  fquadron  under  his  command 
to  Stockholm^    The  new  king  of  Sweden  did  him  the  honour 
to  dine  with  him  on  board  his  (hip,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Finch ^ 
the  Britifli  envoy,  and  the  Polifh  minifter  prince  Lubomiriki^ 
and  other  perfons  of  diftindion ;  and  his  excellency  foon  after 
returned  with  the  fquadron  under  his  command  to  England  'w 
The  Czar  bore  this  interpofition  of  ours  very  impatiently,  and 
his  minifters  did  not  fail  to  impute  it*  wholly  to  the  intereft 
which  his  majeily,  as  a  German  prince,  had  co  compromife  af« 
fairs  with  Sweden,  with  relation  to  the  acquifition  he  had 
made  cf  the  dachies  of  Bremen  and  Verden.     However,  thus 
much  is  very  certain,  that  whatever  benefit  his  majefty,  as  elec- 
tor of  Hanover,  might  draw  from  the  prote£lion  afforded  to 
Sweden  by  the  Britilh  tieet,  this  was  a  meafare,  as  things  then 
ftood,  entirely  correfponding  with  the  Britifli  intereft  \  and  we 
bad  often  interpofed  in  the  very  fame  manner  under  former 
reigns,  to  prevent  fuch  conquers  in  the  north  as  might  be  fatal 
to  a  commerce,  upon  the  proper  carrying  on  of  which,  in  a 
great  meafure*  depends  almoft  all  the  other  branches  of  our 
trade.     The  infinuations,  therefore,  of  the  Czar  had  no  great 
weight  at  the  time,  either  with  us,  or  with  other  powers,  as 
appears  by  the  conduA  of  Pruffia  and  Denmark,  both  making 
fcparate  treatiesi.  with  Sweden,  notwithftanding  all  the  expoftu* 
lations,  remon (trances,  and  even  threatenings  of  his  Czarifli 
majefty  to  prevent  it  •.     Neither  is  it  at  all  impol&ble,  that  the 
Very  dread  of  that  exorbitant  power,  to  which  that  ambitious 
monarch  afpired,  might  contribute  as  much  to  their  taking  that 
refolutiori,  as  any  other  motive  whatever  K 

His  majefty  having  fpent  the  fummer  in  his  German  domi- 
nions, returned  to  Great  Britain  in  the  month  of  November  ; 
and  the  parlrament  meeting  on  the  8th  of  December  following, 
the  proceedings  of  the  whole  year  were  laid  before  that  augnft 


'  Lediard*!  ntiil  biftory,  vol.  ii.  p.  88S.  St)i*nn^g  chronologictl  hzftori«n»  vol. 
ii.  p.  103.  *  Liinbcni,  tome  i.  append.  N^.  it,  ii.    RoufTct,  tcme 

i,  p.  373.     Le  droit  public  de  I'Europe,  chap.  viii.  p.  99. 

h  Okmixon*!  hiflory  of  England,  Vol.  ii.  p.  yix.  Tx  .dal*s  contijiuation  of  R«- 
pin,  vol.  ii*  p.  6/9. 
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aficmbly ;  in  which  it  was  infifted  upon»  that  the  money  iSctd 
for  the  roa-fervice  had  produced  all  the  deflred  effe£ls ;  mfi^ 
that,  as  peace  bad  been  fettled  by  the  force  of  our  arms  in  the 
Mediterranean  a  few  months  before,,  fo  it  was  highly  probable 
that  the  very  terror  of  our  arms  would  caufe  the  troubles  of 
the  north  to  fubfide  in  a  few  months  to  come.  Upon  thdc 
fgggeftions  a  confiderable  naval  force  was  alkcd  for  the  next 
vear ;  and  though  there  was  a  good  deal  of  oppodtion,  and  a 
ereat  many  bold  fpeeches  made,  yet  in  the  end  the  point  was 
carried  ^  and,  on  the  19th  of  December,  the  houfe  of  coo^mons 
refolved,  that  10,000  men  be  allowpd  for  the  fea-fervice,  for  the 
year  1721,  at  4I.  a  man  per  month,  for  thirteen  months:  tb^ 
219,0491.  14s.  be  granted  for  the  ordinary  of  the  navy  ;  and 
co,2ool.  for  extra- repairs  for  the  fame  year  ^.  This  provi {ion 
being  made,  it  was  refolved  to  fend  Sir  John  Norris,  and  rear- 
admiral  Hopfon,  with  a  fquadron  of  thirteen  men  of  war  of 
the  line,  bcfidcs  frigates  and  bomb-ketches,  into  the  BaUlc, 
to  put  an  end  to  thcfe  difputcs,  which  had  already  coft  our  al- 
lies fo  much  blood,  and  ourfelves  fo  large  a  proportion  of 
treafurcy  and  which  it  was  thought  could  not  be  foon  fettled  any 

other  way. 

The  Czar  having  ftill  in  view  the  reduction  of  the  Swedes 
to  his  own  terms,  was  very  early  at  fea  with  a  large  fleet,  and, 
defigning  to  ftrike  a  terror  into  the  whole  Swedifli  nation,  he 
ravaged  their  coafts  with  incredible  fury,  to  give  it  the  fofrcft 
name,  committing  fuch  cruelties  as  were  fcarcc  ever  heard  of 
amongft  the  moft  barbarous  nations;  yet  the  Swedes  kept  up 
their  fbirits,  and  depending  on  our  proteflion,  did  not  take  any 
hafty  meaiures,  but  infifted  on  certain  mitigations;  which  by 
this  firmnefs  they  at  lad  obtained,  c  In  the  middle  of  the  month 
of  April,  bir  John  Norris  failed  from  the  Nore;  and  towards 
the  latter  end  of  the  fame  month  arrived  at  Copenhagen,  where 
he  was  received  with  all  imaginable  marks  of  eftcem  ^  ;  foon 
after  he  continued  his  voyage  for  the  coaft  of  Sweden,  where 
he  was  joined  by  a  few  Swedifli  fhips.  His  appearance  in  thcfe 
feas,  and  with  fuch  a  forCc,  produced  greater  confequences 

c  H\ftcriral  repiAcr  for  nil,  p.  14,  25.  ^  Lfdiard't  ni^il  hiftoiy. 

to!,  ii   ?  3»i).     M^riU'.c  hhWiquc  ct  politique,  toxne  Ixx.  p.  715. 
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tliab  were  cxpe£led  from  it ;  for  the  Czar  doubting  his  own 
firengch^  and  feai-iog,  upon  the  lofs  of  j^  battle,  that  his  whole 
naval  force  would  be  deftroyed^  as  he  had  feen  of  lace  <o  be 
the  cafe  of  Spain>  he  began  to  be  more  inclinable  to  a  peace. 
Which  was  concluded  at  Neifladt,  upon  the  thirty-firf^  of  Au- 

This  treaty  hairing  lettled  th^.  Czar's  rights  to  the  conquered 
provinces,  and  fecurcd  to  the  Swedes  various  immunities  and 
privileges,  iii  order  to  brfng  them  more  readily  to  confent  to 
fu^h  tek'm^  as  they  would  have  otherwife  thpught  hard,  fatisfied 
in  fome  meafure  both  crowns.  Sir  John  Norris.  continued  all 
this  tio&e  with  his  fleet  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Stockholm,  in 
order  to  give  Weight  to  the  ticgociations  of  Mr.  Finch ;  and 
the  peace  being  figned  ^nd  ratified,  he  took  leave  of  the  Swe- 
difh  court>  and  failed  for  Copenhagen^  where  he  arrived  in  the 
beginning  of  tht  nionth  of  O£tobeir ;  and  on  the  6th  of  the 
fame  mouthy  returning  hotnej  arrived  fafely  at  the  Nore  on  the 
2Cthf',  leaving  i^he  ilorth  in  pcrfcQ:  quiet^  and  all  its  powers 
lindeir  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  feafonable  interpofition  of  Great  Bri- 
tain^ iti  faVbur  of  that  balance  of  power  in  thofe  parts,  which 
is  of  fttch  high  confequence  tb  the  tranquillity  of  £uro()e  in  ge* 
tieral,  ^8  well  as  the  particular  advantage  of  each  of  the  mo*< 
narcb's  thus  (not  without  much  difficulty)  reconciled. 

At  home;  the  difputes  dhd  uneafinefs  vi^hich  had  been  occa- 
fioUed  6y  the  eJLecution  of  the  South-fea  fchenie,  kept  the  na- 
tion ut  a  high  fermeiit,  and  put  the  court  under  a  neceflity  of 
altering  iti^  oieafuresi  and  miakiiig  fome  chslnges  in  the  admini* 
ftration ;  among  which,  we  may  reckon  the  great  alteration  of 
the  board  df  admiralty;  which  took  plabe  in  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember, wheii  his  majefty  was  pleafed  to  order  letters  patent 
to  pafs  the  great  feaU  condituting  the  right  honourable  James, 
carl  of  Berkley;  Sir  John- Jennings,  John  Cockbum,  and  Wil- 
liam Chetwynd,  Efqrs.  Sir  John  l^orris,  Sir  Charles  Wager, 
and  Daniel  Pulteney,  Efq;  commiflioners  for  executing  the  of- 


c  Lambert!,  tome  %,  append,  K°.  is>    Rooflec,  tome  I.  p.  317.    Le  droit 
public  de  TEuropc,  chap.  viii.  p.  10^.  f  01dmtxon*s  hidory  of  Eng- 

land, 7ol.  ti.  p.  Tx6.     Tindars  continuattoo  of  Rapia,  Vwi.  lY.  p.  650,  ^5^. 
Mcrcore  hiflor^oe  et  politique,  tuone  Uxi.  p.  599. 
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fice  of  lord  bigh-adiniral  of  Great  Britain,  (s^cK  Thb  ^ 
pointtnent  gave  the  mo[l  general  fatisfaSion  at  that  time;  and 
k  muft  be  aUoved  bj  all  who  were  well  acquainted  with  their 
chara£}sr9,  that  the  board  was  never  better  fettled  than  by  thefe 
gentlemen,  fbnr  of  whom  were  as  great  feamcn-  as  ao j  in  ch» 
age;:  and  the  other  three  as  well  acquainted  with  the bafincfs 
of  the  offite,  and  the  duties  of  tbdr  poft,,  as  any  that  ever 
filled  them. 

The  parlianient  met  on  the  19th  of  OAober,.  and  on  the  27th 
^f  the  fame  month,  the  houie  of  commons  granted  7000  men 
for  the  fervice  of  the  fca,  for  the  year  1 722,  at  the  itfual  rate 
of  4I.  a  OiBxiper  month^  and  on  the  2d  of  November^  they  re- 
vived, that  the  fum  of  21 8,799 1.  4  s.  7  d.  be  granted  for  the 
ordinary  of  the  navy  for  the  fanK  year  \  This  was  a  very  mo- 
derate expence,,  and  very  agreeable  to  the  fituation  «of  oor  af« 
ftirs  at  that  time,  whieh  had  not  been  a  Utile  dtfordered  by  the 
large  dilburfements  into  which  we  had  been  diawn  for  many 
years  paft.  It  was  not  long,,  however,,  after  this  grant  was  xnadc» 
before  a  new  fquadron  was  ordened  to  be  got  ready^  confifting 
of  thirteen  very  large  ihips,  which  fquadron  was  to  be  com^ 
snanded  by  Sir  Chailes  Wager,,  and  rear*admiral  Hoficr.  The 
deftination  of  this  armament  was .  never  certainly  known  ;  but 
the  mod  probable  account  that  has  been  given,;  isj  that  ic  was 
intended  to  chaftife  the  Portuguefe,.  for  an  infult  offered  by  them 
to  Mr.  Wlngfieid  and  Mr,  Roberts,  two  gentlemen  of  the  fac- 
tory at  Lifbon^  whoie  goods^they  feized,  impriibned  their  per* 
fons,  and  even  went  ib  iar  as  to  condemn  them  to  be  hanged, 
upon  a  very  trifiing  pretence  K 

The  cafi:  was  this :  There  is  a  law  in  Portugal,  which  for- 
luds  the  exportation  of  any  coin  whatfoever  out  of  that  king- 
dom, upon  pain  of  death :  but  it  was  a  law  never  tniifted  upon,, 
and  therefore  to  be  thought  obfolete,  and^by  cuftom^in  a  man- 
ner repealed ;  which  conftru£lien  was  juftified  by  the  tranfport- 
ing  gold  coin  from  Lifboo  to  other  countries  ahnoft  every  day, 
and  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  the  court  could  not  be  ignorant  of  it. 

8  HifVorical  regifter  for  1711,  p.  x8.    Oldmixoo.    Sftlmon*!  dironologkal  hi* 
Oorian,  vol.  ii.  p.  114.  ^  Hiftorkal  regiftcr  for  lyiXp  p.  10,  i&. 

1  Lediard*!  navU  hiOory,  vol.  it  p.  88p^    Oldiniaoo*s  hiftorf   of  Eogbod, 
vol.  tU  p«  7i9« 
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induced  the  PortugUefe  miniftry  to  ventbre  upon  fach  an 

ill-timed  feverityi  is  not  well  known  ^  but  the  irigorous  meafures 

taken  by  our  court,  were  certainly  the  propereft  methods  that 

could  be  taken,  to  bi&der  their  proceeding  to  execution.     At^ 

the  faoFietime,  our  mtnifter  dated  the  cafe  of  thofe* gentlemen  ia* 

the  faireft  and  fulleft  light,  obferving  to  the  king  of  {Portugal, 

that  of  all  nations  in  Europe,  the  Englifli  lead  deferved  to  be 

thus  ufed,  becaufe  they  took  the  largefl  quantity  of  the  manu* 

faffaires  of  PortDgiil,  in  exchange  for  their  own,  of  which  laft 

the  Portuguefe  alTo  exported  a  great  deal.     Th^t  the  balance  of 

trade  in  our  favour  had  been,  and  muft  be,  always  difcharged 

in  gold,  and  that  conre€[uently  thefe  fevere  proceedings,  if  not 

Temitted^  mdft  not  only  .produce  an  immediate  rupture  between 

the  two  nations,  but  aUa  hinder  all  commerce  between  them 

for  the  future,     fiy  degrees  ihefe  Tcprefentations  were  attended 

to^  the  merchants  releafed,  their  goods  reftored,  and  the  whole 

affair  was  amicably  adjuded.     Upon  this,  our  naval  armament 

wais  laid  afide,  and  the  mutual  interefl  of  the  two  nations,  afr 

ter  this  ex{danation,  being  better  underftood,  the  harmony  bcr 

tween  them  was  effe<^ually  reftored,  and  this  unlucky  interrupt 

.tion  of  it  buried  on  both  fides  in  obh'vion. 

We  may,  from  this  indance,  difcem,  how  dangerous  a  thing 
It  is,  in  any  datCj  to  fufFer  thefe  deeping  laws  to  remain  virtual- 
ly, and  yet  not  aduaUy  repealed,  dace,  in  certain  conjunfiures^ 
there  never  will  be  wanting  a  fort  of  enterprizing  men,  whp 
will  endeavour  to  make  their  advantage  of  fuch  penal  datutes., 
difguidng  their  private  views,  imder  a  fpccious  pretence  of  pur- 
suing the  public  good.  As,  on  the  other  hand,  we  cannot  avoid 
obferving,  that  the  bed  way  to  fecure  judicc  to  our  fubjed^s 
abroad,  is  always  to  keep  up  a  confidcrable  maritime  force  at 
honie,  that  it  may  be  known  to  all  nation?,  with  whom  we 
have  any  dealings,  we  are  always  in  a  fituation  to  exaA  a  fpee« 
dy  and  ample  fatisfadion  for  any  infuits  that  are  offered  to  our 
merchants,  as  believing  it  but  equitable  to  employ  in  favour  of 
our  commerce,  that  power  which  is  the  refult  of  it ;  which  ne- 
"ver  can  be  attained,  but  by  encouraging  an  extenfive  trade,  and 
which  never  can  decay  or  decline,  if  we  do  not  fuffef  out 
neighbours  to  interfere  therein  to  our  prejudice,  by  not  apply- 
ing timely  and  edc£tual  remedies  upon  their  fird  invajdons.  But 
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%o  return  from  thefe  falutarj  cautionS)  to  tbc  t|iread  of  c»iir  oar- 
ratjon. 

The  pirates  in  the  Weft  Indies,  which  had  received  fbme 
check  from  the  vigorous  difpofitions  of  governor  JR^ogers,  and 
other  commanders  in  thofe  parts,  began  to  take  breath  ^ain, 
and  by  degrees  grew  £>bold  as  ev<n  to  annoy  our  colonies  more 
than  ever.     Thii  was  owing  to  feveral  caufes;  particplarly  to 
the  encouragement  they  had  met  with  of  late  f[om  the 
ards,  and  to  the  want  o£a  iufficient  force  in  the  Nort^^  Apu 
canfeas^.    The  mcrcliants,  finding  themfelves  extremely  dit 
treflcdby'a  grievance  that  increafed  every  da?,  n>ade  repeat- 
ed reprefentations,  upon  this  head,  to  the  government ;  upon 
which,  ^eQi  orders  were  fent  to  the  officers  of  t^e  navy  cnua- 
ing  on  the  coaft  of  Quinea,  and  in  the  ViTeft  {ndies,  to  exert 
themfelves,  with  the  litmoft  diligence,  in  crufliing  thefe  enemies 
to  mankind ;  and  thefe  injanAions  had  at  length  the  4efired  ef- 
(e£t.    There  was  among  thefe  pirates,  on  the  coaft  of  Africa, 
one  Roberts,  a  man  whoie  parts  dcferved  a  better  tmplojmcnt  • 
he  was  an  able  feaman,  an4  a  good  commander,  and  had  with 
him  two  very  ftout  (bips>  P'^^  commanded  by  himfel^  of  forty 
guns,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  men  ^  the  other  of  thirty- 
two  guns,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  men  i  and  to  complete 
bis  fquadron,  he  foon  adde4  a  third^  of  twentj-four  guns,  and 
ninety  men  :  with  this  force,  Roberts  had  done  a  great  deal  of 
mifchief  \n  the  Weft  Indies,  before  he  failed  for  Africa,  where 
he  likewife  took  abundance  of  prizes,  till  in  the,  month  of  April, 
1722,  he  was  taken  ^y  the  then  captain,  afterwards  $ir  Chaio. 
ncr  Ogle. 

Captain  Ogle  was  then  in  fhe  Swallow,  and  was  cruizing  off 
Cape  Lopez,  when  he  had  intelligence  of  Roberts's  being  not 
Jar  from  him,  and  in  confequence  of  this  he  went  immediately  in 
f^arch  of  Him,  and  foon  after  difcovered  the  girates  in  a  ve^  con- 
venient bay,  where  the  biggefl  and  the  leaft  ihip  were  upon  the 
heel  fcrubbing  K  Captain  Ogle  taking  in  his  lower  tier  of  guns, 
and  lying  at  a  diftance,  Roberts  took  him  for  a  merdiantman, 

k  Tlndars  continaation  of  Rapin,  vol.  It.     Oldintxon*s  hiftory  of  Ea^Uod, 
vol.  it.  p.  7 14.    Leoiard*s  naval  bidorr,  toI.  it.  p.  890.  1  See  captain, 

afterwards  adtniraj,  .Ogle's  tetter  to  the  lordf  of  the  admiralty,  containing  an  ex-- 
«d  relati  'n  of  this  trduU^ian,  dated  Swallow,  in  Cape  coaft  read,  Africa,  Aprtl 
r;  i-iA,  ia  the  hiOotic^I  regilUr  for  1711,  p,  344—347. 

and 
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and  immediately  ordered  his  confort  Skyrin  to  flip  his  cable,  and 
run  out  after  him*     Captain  Qgle  crowded  all  the  fail  he  coold 
to  decoy  the  pirate  to  fuch  a  diftance^  that  hig  conforts  might  soc 
hear  the  gunS|  and  then  fuddenly  tacked,  run  out  his  lower  tier, 
9nd  gave  the  phrate  a  broadfide,  by  which  their  captain  was  kiU 
led  }  which  fo  diicopraged  the  crew,  that  after  a  briflc  engage- 
Qient,  which  lafted  about  an  hour  and  a  half,  they  furrendered. 
Captain  Ogle  returned  then  to  the  bay,  hoifting  the  king's  co- 
lours, under  the  pirates  bla^k  flag  with  a  death's  head  in  it.  This 
prudent  ftratagem  had  the  defiited  effedl ;  for  the  pirates,  feeing 
the  black  flag  uppcrmoft,  concluded  the  king's  fl)ip  haJ  been 
taken,  and  came  out  full  of  joy  to  congratulate  their  confort  on 
the  vidory.     This  joy  of  theirs  was,  however,  of  lio  long  con. 
ijnuancei  for  captain  Ogle  gave  them  a  very  warm  reception  9 
and,  though  Roberts  fought  with  the  utmoft  bravery  for  near 
two  hours,  yet,  being  at  Uft  killed,  the  courage  of  his  men  im^ 
ipediately  funk,  and  both  fl^ips  yielded.     Captain  Ogle  carried 
thefe  three  prizes,  with  about  one  hundred  and  fixty  men  that 
were  taken  in  them,  to  Cape  Coaft-ca(lle,  where  they  were  in- 
ftamly  brought  to  their  trials.   Seventy- four  were  capitally  con- 
fided, of  whom  fifty-two  were  executed,  and  mod  of  them 
hung  in  chains  in  fever<il  places,  which  ftruck  a  terror  in  that 
part  of  the  if^Qrld,  as  the  taking  feveral  pirates  in  the  Weft  In- 
dies, towards  ^e  latter  end  of  the  year,  did  in  tbofe  feas*".  But 
thefe  fuccefles  were  far  from  putting  an  end  to  the  mifchief ;  fo 
that  it  was  found  neceflary  foon  after  to  fend  feveral  fliips  of 
war  to  ^he  northerq  colonies  and  Jamaica,  where  by  degrees 
they  extirpated  entirely  this  dangerous  crew  of  robbers. 

As  this  year  was  yery  barren  in  naval  tranfa£tions,  I  think  I 
s^m  at  liberty  to.  take  notic^of  an  event  thatotherwife  might  feem 
of  too  little  importance  tp,  be  rccordjed.  The  cafe  was  this : 
The  governmept  bad  intelligence,  that  the  emiiTaries  of  the  pre- 
tpder  were  very  buCy  in  carrying  on  their  intrigues  at  feveral 
foreign  courts,  and  tbat^  for  the  greater  expedition  and  fecurity, 
they  had  fitted  out  a  Ihip  called  the  Refolution,  which  then  lay 
in  the  Mole  of  Genoa.  It  was  in  the  midft  of  autumn  when  this 
intelligence  was  received  -,  upon  which  orders  were  immediately 

n  Oldpiixon*!  hiftory  of  EpgUnd,  voL  ii.  p.  7:^4.     Ledurd's  naval  biflory, 
foJ.  ii.  P«  9au  *" 
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difpatched  to  the  captains  of  fuch  of  oar  men  of  war,  as  were 
cruising  in  the  Mediterranean,  to  feize  and  pofleft  thenifi^rcs  of 
this  veiTel,  which  they  accordingly  did  in  the  beginning  of  the 
pionth  of  November  ^,  But  it  fo  happened,  that  moft  of  her 
officers  were  at  this  junAure  on  (hore,  which  obliged  Mr.  Da- 
venant,  bis  majeAy's  envoy  extraordinary  to  that  r^ubKc,  to 
demand  them  of  the  fenate  and  ftate  of  Genoa;  bat  the  fenate 
were  either  fo  unwilling,  or  fo  dilatory  in  this  affair,  that  the 
perfons  concerned  had  an  opportunity,  which  they  did  not  mifs, 
of  making  their  efcape ;  and  thoogh  they  were  a  little  unlucky 
in  loHng  their  fhip,  which  was  a  pretty  good  one,  yet  they  were 
very  fortunate  in  faving  themfelves,  iince,  if  they  had  been  takeD, 
they  would  have  been  treated  as  rebels,  or  perhaps  conGdered 
as  pirates,  as  fome  people  were  in  king  William's  time»  who 
a^ed  under  a  commiflion  from  king  James  IT. 

The  parliament  having  met  on  the  9th  of  Oftobcr,  the  honfe 
of  comnsons,  on  the  24th  of  the  fame  month,  gr:inTed  io,coo 
men  for  the  fea-fervice,  at  four  pounds  ^^r  roan  per  month,  for 
the  year  1723  ;  and,  on  the  29th,  they  refolved,  that  216,388!. 
1-48.  8d.  be  allowed  for  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  for  the 
fame  year  «> ;  and  foon  after  the  king  was  pica  fed  to  promote  Sir 
George  Walton,  knight,  to  the  rank  of  re&r^admiral  of  the 
blue,  in  the  room  of  admiral  Mighcls,  who  was  appointed  to 
fucceed  Thomas  Swanton,  Efq;  lately  deceafed,  as  comptroller 
of  the  navy ;  and  admiral  Littleton  dying  the  fifth  of  Pcbniary, 
rear-admiral  Strickland  fucceeded  him  as  vice»admiral  of  the 
white ;  the  other  admirals  taking  place  according  to  their  leni- 
orityP. 

The  naval  tranfa£iions  of  this  year  were,  as  I  have  already 
hinted,  very  inconfiderable ;  for  though  fome  great  ftiips  were 
put  into  commiflion,  and  there  was  once  a  defign  of  fitting  out 
a  fleet,  yet  it  was  very  fbon  after  laid  afide.  But  that  we  may 
not  feem  to  pafs  by  any  thing  that  has  the  fmallcft  relation  to 
the  fubjeft  of  this  work,  we  (fiall  take  notice  of  an  account  rc- 

»  McTciire  hiflonqve  et  polidqoc,  torn.  Ixriv.  p.  13a.  Ledtard'i  naril  hxAorf* 
vol.  fl.  p.  8pi.    Oldmtxon'fi  hifiory  of  £ogbn4,  vol.  ti.  p.  734* 

•"  Hiflorical  regiftcr  for  i7ai,  p.  336. 

P  0:«Imixon'*  hJftory  of  England,  vol.  ii.  p.  734.  Hiftoricil  regifter  for  17*3, 
p.  8,  2x.     SaUnoa'^  dif  nol'>5>iI  hifiorUn,  xol.  ii.  p.  131, 
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ceiTed  about  this  time  of  an  extraordinary  hurricane  at  Jamaica, 
faid  to  be  the  moft  remarkabie  that  ever  happened  in  that  iiland  ; 
which  account)  as  it  is  in  itfclf  equally  curious  and  remarkable^ 
fb  it  is  the  oiore  valuable^  becaufe  not  to  be  met  with  elfe- 
where  ♦. 

«  To  Sir  H.  S.  Bart. 

«<  Dated  at  Port-Royal  in  Jamaica,  Nov.  13,  172Z* 

*<  Since  my  laft  to  you»  the  affairs  ot  the  iiland  are  altered 
<<  infinitely  for  the  worfe.  This  change  has  been  made  by  a 
<<  m^ft  terrible  (ftorm  that  happened  the  28th  of  Auguft  Uft  ; 
**  the  damage  wbkh  Jamaica  has  iuflered  by  it  is  too  great  to 
<^  b^  eafily  repaired  again.  Abundance  of  people  have  loft 
**  their  lives  by  it,  in  one  part  or  other  of  this  iiland ;  fomc  qf 
'<  tbera  were  daihed  in  pieces  by  the  fudden  fall  of  their  houfest 
<<  but  the  much  greater  part  were  fwept  away  by  a  terrible  in^ 
<<  undatioD  of  the  fea,  which  being  railed  by  the  violence  of  the 
«  wind  to  a  much  greater  height  than  was  ever  known  before^ 
<<  in  many  parts  of  the  ifland  broke  over  its  ancient  bounds, 
«  and  of  a  ludden  overflowed  a  large  traA  of  land,  carrying 
**  away  with  an  irrefillible  force,  men,  catile,  houfes,  and,  In 
«s  fhort,  every  thing  that  flood  in  its  way. 

<<  In  this  laft  calamity,  the  unfortunate  town  of  Port  Royal, 
«  has  had,  at  kail,  its  full  (hare.  And  here  I  confefs  myfelf 
•'  at  a  lofs  for  words  to  give  a  juil  dei'cription  of  the  horror  of 
*<  that  fcene  that  we  the  afiliAed  inhabitants  faw  before  our 
<<  eyes.  When  the  terror  of  the  fea  broke  in  upon  us  from  ajl 
*<  quarters  with  an  impetuous  force,  confpired  with  the  violence 
*<  of  the  wind  to  cut  off  all  hopes  of  fafety  from  us,  and  we 
<«  had  no  other  choice  before  us,  but  that  difoMl  one  of  perifh. 
*<  ing  ia  the  waters  if  we  fled  out  of  our  houies,  or  of  being 

4  Hurricane,  which  the  French  write  Ooragan,  is  i  word,  in  the  langna^  of 
the  Caribbee  Indian*,  cxprcfUiig  a  violent  tempeft,  in  which  rhe  wind  veers  fr..in 
one  poiat  of  the  cumpafs  Co  another.  It  is  preceded  tirCk  by  a  dead  calm,  rh6 
1*00  or  moon  very  red,  then  a  ftrong  veft  wind.  When  this  (bifti  to  (he  north, 
Chc  bvrricaue  begins,  cont^\ues  fhif'ting  wed  ward,  tili  it  come  to  fouth^eaft,  ^.4 
there  ftops.  The  bounds  of  tbefe  dreadful  florms  are  from  July  25,  to  Scptcai* 
ber  9,  O.  S.  btti  in  general  Augoft  it  looked  on,  iti  America,'  as  tne  horri«.a:e 
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*<  buried  bndcr  the  ruins  if  we  continued  in  tbem.  In  thk 
<«  feirful  fufpetice  we  were  held  for  feverai  hoors,  for  the  vjo- 
^  lence  of  the  ftorm  began  about  eight  in  the  mcnningt  and  did 
<'  not  febfibly  abate  till  between  twelve  and  onc^  within  which 
*<  fpace  of  time  the  wind  and  Tea  together  demoliflied  a  eo«i£* 
*<  derabie  part  of  the  town,  laid  the  churches  even  with  the 
*•  ground,  dcftroycd-  above  one  hundred  ind  twenty  white  in- 
<'  habitants,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  flaves,  befides  mining 
'*  almoft  all  the  ftorehoufcJs  in  the  town,  together  with  all  the 
<(  goods  that  were  in  them^  which  aibOuxited  tb  a  tohfiderabie 
<*  value. 

•«  We  had  at  Port-Rbyai  two  tcry  forfaiidable  en^nnies  to 
*'  encounter  at  the  fame  time,  viz.  the  i^ind  and  tKe  fca  ;  the 
<<  (ituation  of  the  place,  it  being  at  all  times  furroonded  with 
<*«  the  fca^  rendering  it  niore  expbfed  than  other  places,  to  the 
«  fury  of  that  boiflerous  element ;  our  defence  againfl  the  fea, 
«  coniil^s  in  a  gres^t  wall,  round  all  along  oh  the  caftern  fhore 
*«  of  the  town,  the  fide  upon  which  we  apprehend  tooft  dan- 
«•  gen  This  wall  is  raifed  jtbout  nine  feet  above  the  furface  of 
<<  the  water,  and  may  be  about  fix  Or  fevetl  feet  broad.  And 
**  for  thefe  twenty  years  paft  (fot  fo  long  the  wall  has  been 
««  built)  it  has  proved  a  fufficicnt  fccuriry  to  the  town;  Eutj  in 
<<  this  fatal  florm,  the  fea  fcorned  to  be^eftrained  b]r  €o  oieaii 
<«  a  buKvark  J  for  the  wind  having,  as  I  obferVed  before;  raifed 
«  it  very  muth  above  its  brdihary  height;  it  brbke  o^er  the 
<'  wall  with  fuch  a  force,  As  nothing  wa&  able  tt>  withlbnd. 
«  Two  or  three  rowi  of  houfes  that  Were  next  to  the  wall, 
*•  and  ran  parallel  with  it,  ivete  Entirely  taken  ai^ay,  ^mong 
<*  which  \fras  the  church,  a  hahdfdmc  building,  and  very  ftrong, 
*«  whith  was  fo  perfedUy  dcmoliflieUj  that  fcarcc  one  brick  wai 
««  left  upon  another. 

<«  A  confiderabie  part  of  the  ivall  df  the  caftle  Iras  thrown 
^<  down,  notwith(landing  its  being  of  a  prodigious  thicknefs, 
*«  and  founded  altogether  iipon  a  rock,  ahd  the  whole  fort  was 
<<  in  the  utmol^  danger  of  being  loft,  the  fea  breaking  quhc 
"  over  the  walls  of  it,  though  they  arc.reckbttcd  to  ftand  thiny 
*•  feet  above  the  iVatcr.  This  information  I  had  from  the  cap- 
««  tain  of  the  forti  and  other  officers,  that  were  in  it  during  the 
*«  ftbrmi  ifrho  ail  told  me,  that  they  cxpcdlcd  every  nlinute  to 
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1ia?e  the  fort  waihcd  away,  and  gave  up  themfehes  and  the 
i*<  whole  garrifon  for  loft.  In  the  bighefl  ftreets  in  the  town^ 
^*  and  thofe  that  are  moft  remote  from  the  fea,  the  water  rofe 
**  to  between  fiue  and  fix  feet ;  and  at  the  fame  time  the  cux^ 
^'  rent  was  fo  rapid,  that  it  was  fcarce  poffible  for  the  ftrongeft 
<<  perfon  to  keep  his  legs^  or  to  prevent  himfdLf  from  being  car- 
**  ried  away  by  it.  in  thefe  circumAaiices  we  were  obliged  to 
'<<  betake  ourfdves  to  our  chambers  and  upper  rooms ;  where 
-*•  yet  we  ran  the  utnioft  hazard  of  perifhing  by  the  fall  of  our 
**  houfcs,  which  trembled  and  (hook  over  our  heads  to  a  degrep 
**  chat  is  fcarce  credible.  The  roofs  were  for  the  moft  palt 
**  carried  off  by  the 'violence  of  the  wind,  and  particularly  jq 
^*  the  houfe  to  which  mine  and  feverarother  families  had  beta- 
-^<  ken  oorfelves,  the  gable  end  was  beaten  in  wi^h  fuch  a  force^ 
<<  that  a  large  parcel  of  bricks  fell  thM)ugh  the  garret  floor  into 
'^<  the  chamber  where  we  were,  and  had  they  faHen  upon  any 
<<  of  us,  muft  infallibly  have  beaten  out  our  brains.;  butXSod  wa^ 
^<  pleafed  to  order  it-fo,  that  not  a  foul  received  any  hurt. 

<<  Thwe  was,  the  morning  on  which  the  ftorm  happened,  a 
«<<  good  ileet  of  &ips  riding  m  the  harbour  of  fort-Royal,  moft 
<<  of  which  had  taken  in  their  full  freight,  and  were  to  have 
'<<  proceeded  home  in  a  few  days,  had  they  not  been  prevented 
<*  by  this  terrible  Aorm,  which,  left  but  one  vcffdin  the  har- 
**  hour,  beCdes  four  fail  of  men  of  war,  all  which  had  their 
<<  mails  and  rigging  blown  away,  and  the  fhips  themfelves, 
<<  though  in  as  fecure  a  harbour  as  any  in  the  whole  Weft 
^<  Indies,  were  as  near  to  deftru£lion  as  it  was  poffible  to  be^ 
«  and  efcape  it.  But  the  moft  fenfible  proof  of  the  unaccount- 
^<  able  force  of  the  wind  and  fea  together,  was,  the  .vaft  quao- 
'<  tity  of  ftones  that  were  thrown  over  the  town-wall ;  which, 
^<  as  I  obferved  before,  ftands  nine  feet  above  the  -furface  of 
^  the  water,  and  yet  fuch  a  prodigious  number  were  forced 
«  over  it,  that  al moft  an  hundred  negsoes  were  employed  for 
«<(  near  £x  weoks  together  to  throw  them  back  again  into  the 
'<(  fea,  and  fome  of  thofe  ftones  were  fo  vaftly  big,  that  it  was 
«<  as  much  as  nine  or  ten  men  could  do  to  heave  them  back 
<«  again  over  the  wall.  ' 

irot..iH,  3^  ^im 
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^<  I  am  fenfible  this  part  of  the  rebtion  will  leem  a  hnk 

«  ftrange'}  but  yet  I  doubt  not  of  obtaming  yoa^  bdid^  vhn 

^<  I  affirm  it  to  you  of  my  own  knowledge  ibr  a  certain  mith. 

<<  But  Port-Royal  was  not  the  only  place  that  iuffemi  in  :ke 

«  ftorm :  at  Kingfton  alfo  great  dam:^e  was  done  ;  abnndacce 

<<  of  houfes  were  blown  quite  down,  and  many  niore  were  k 

*^  miferably  broken  and  (hatteredi  as  to  be  little  better  thsE 

«  none ;  abundance  of  rich  goods  were  fpoiled  by  the  rain,  tbc 

"  warehoufes  being  either  blown  down  or  uncovered.    But 

<^  they  had  only  one  enemy  to  encounter,  vix.  tlie  wind,  aad 

<<  were  not  pie^nted  by  the  Tea  from  forfatkig  d&eir  f  Jiing 

«<  houfes,  and  betaking  themfelves  to  the  iViTannahs  or  open 

.<<  fields,  where  they  were  obliged  todxrow  tbemiclves  all  akcg 

«<  upon  the  ground,  to  prevent  thek*  being  blown  away ;  aihi 

<<  yet,  even  th  Kingfifm,  fome  perfcns  were  kHIed,  atnongft 

.  <*  whom  was  a  very  worthy  gentlewoman,  the  wcfe  of  the  re- 

<<  verend  Mr*  May,  minifter  of  the  town,  and  the  btfliop  d 

«<  London's  commiflary;  flie  was  killed  by  the  hdl  of  their 

«<  houfe,  as  fhe  lay  with  her  hufband  under  a  large  table,  who 

'«<  had  alfo  the  misfortune  of  having  his  own  kg  broke.     Ali 

^<  the  veilels  that  rode  in  the  harbour  of  Kingfton,  which  vere 

<<  between  forty  and  fifty  fail,  were  either  driven  on  Xfaorc  or 

«  overfet  and  funk.     Abundance  of  the  men  and  goods  vcfc 

«  loft,  and    one  could    not  forbear  being  ftirpriied  to   kt 

«<  large  flxips,  whh  all  their  heavy  lading  in  them,  thrown  qnrte 

«  up  upon  the  dry  land  ;  and  nothirkg  could  afford  a  more  dif* 

"  mal  profpeA  than  the  harbour  did  the  next  day,  which  was 

«<  covered  with  nothing  but  wrecks  and  dead  bodies. 

"  At  Spam  ill  Town  nobody  indeed  was  kilkd,  but  a  greit 
<(  many  had  very  narrow  efcapes,  fome  families  having  icarce 
<(  quitted  their  houfes  before  they  fell  down  flat  at  once,  wirh- 
**  out  giving  any  warning.  The  king's  houfe  ftands,  indeed, 
«<  but  it  is  all  uncovered,  and  the  fiables,  coach*honles,  Is^e, 
<*  are  quite  demoliihed.  The  river,  near  to  which  the  town  is 
<<  fituated,  fwelled  to  fuch  a  degree  as  was  never  before  known ; 
«'  and  1  was  afiurcd  by  the  minifter  of  the  place,  Mr.  Scott,  it 
«<  role  full  forty  feet  perpendicular  above  the  ordinary  mark, 
<<  and  did  incredible  damage  to  the  eftates  that  lay  bordering 
**  .upon  it.     From  other  parts  of  the  country  we  had  very  mc- 

*•  lancholr 
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M  lancboly  accouota  of  the  great  k>fle$  they  had  fuftained,  and 

*<   particularly  ac  Old  Harbour,  a  village  built  at  a  liitk  diftanc^ 

<<  from  that  Ihore ;  the  fea  ma^^  fuch  bafte  to  devour,  as  moft 

<<  unexpe£bdly  to  intercept  many  poor  creatures  before  tbey 

*^  had  tixDC  to  make  their  eilbape,  and  almoft  forty  poor  foula 

^<  pcrilhed  all  together  io  one  houfe  i  and  whilft  they  only 

^^  (ought  Security  frona  the  wind,  ezpcrfed  thjemfelves  to  be  de* 

<<  ftroyed  by  the  fea,  from  whence,  when  they  firft  fled,  tbey 

V'  apprehended  no  danger*    In  Clarendon  and  Vere  pari(he$ 

<<  great  miichtef  wasi  done ;  in  the  latter  the  miniilery  Mr^ 

«  Whitci  had  bis  leg  broke  by  the  fall  of  the  houfe  where  ha 

<■  was,  not  to  mention  feveral  peribns  that  were  killed  outrigjht. 

<<  But  I  (boiild  quite  tire  out  your  patience,  ihould  I  under-* 

^  take  to  give  you  ^  particular  account  of  the  damages  that 

^  were  done  by  the  fiorin  in  all  p»*ts  of  the  iflaudr     It  flxali 

<<  therefore  fuffice  to  fay,  that  the  damage  which  the  trading 

*<  part  of  the  iiland  has  (uftained^  by  the  lofs  of  their  fhippiug 

^*  and  goods,  is  not  to  be  valued  ^  and,  on  the  other  hand,  it 

«<  is  impoffible  to  fay  how  deeply  the  planting  intereflihas  fliared 

<<  in  this  common  calamity,  by  theloTs  of  dwelliug-houtcs  and 

«<  fugar*works,  and  many  othei:  ways.     And,  in  fhort,  had  the 

^  fury  of  the  florm  laded  much  longer,   the  whole  ifland  muft 

<*  have  been  one  general  wreck,  and  nothing  but  final  and  uni- 

«*  ver&l  ruin  could  hate  enfued  ^'' 

There  remains  but  one  thing  more  to  be  mentioned  within 
the  compafs  of  this  year,  and  that  is,  the  perplexed  fituation 
ef  aSftirs  on  the  continent  making  it  neceiTary  for  his  majef^y  to 
vilit  his  German  dominions,  he  embarked  on  board  the  Caroli- 
na yacht  on  the  3d  of  June,  arrived  fafely  in  Holland  on  the 
7th,  and  continued  his  journey  by  land  to  Hanover,  where  he 
r-emained  during  the  reft  of  the  year  1723;  at  the  clofe  of  which 
Sir  John  Norris,  with  a  fmall  fquadron  of  men  of  war  was  fent 
to  efcort  htm  from  Holland ;  and  he  returned  fafely  to  St^ 
James's  on  the  30th  of  December  *, 

r  Britilb  empire  in  America,  vol.  li.  p.  3(1,  contaios  an  acccunt  of  this  dread- 
ful  alamity,  by  Sir  N.  Lawes,  then  g)vernor. 

«  Oldmixon's  hiftory  of  England,  voh  ii.  p.  74»i  74?.  Tindal's  cominua- 
tjon  cfRapn,  vol.   W.  p.  «7S,  67^.    Lediard's  naval  hiflory,  vol.  ii.   p,  891, 

3  S  a  The 


The  parliament^  which  had  been  fiauther  piortigucd^on  i^ 
tount  of  .the  king*9  ftay  abroad,  was  now  fumoiooed .  to  mea 
on  the  9Ch  of  January  $  and  care  was  taken  in  the  mean  timc^ 
to  regulate  whatever  had  rehtion  to  foreign-  afiairs,  ia  foch  z 
manner  as  that  his  majeAy  might  aflure  both  houfcs,  in  bis 
fpeech  ftom  the  thronci'  that,  through  his  aOidtiotts  application 
to  bafinefs  while  at  Hanover,  all  affairs  had  been  adjuftcd,  h 
that  moft  of  the  courts  of  Europe  were,  at  that  jimdure,  cither 
m  a  favourable  difpofition  towards  U8>  or  at  leaft  in  no  condi- 
tion to  create  in  us  any  apprehenfion^  en  account  of  their  arma- 
ihents  or  intrigues; 

In  thi^  ftate  they  continned  for  about  two  years,  Aat  is  to  far, 
till  a  little  btfdre  the  treaty  of  Hanover,  which  waa  concluded 
tliere  bn  the  3d  of  September,^  1725  ^  it  iv  fufficiently  known 
to  every  body,  this  alliance  wa»  concerted  in  orde#  to  prevcnr 
the  bad  tfkSs  that  were  apprehended  from  the  treaty  €^  YicD- 
na ;  in  which,  (at  leaflr  it  was  fo  fnggefled)  there  were  many 
tilings  dangerouit  to  the  trade  of  England^  and  the  fiieceffion  of 
the  royal  family  ;  but  this,  however,  the  late  emperor  Charles  VL 
abfolutely  denied,  and  took  a  very  ftrange  as  well  as  estracntii- 
nary  meafbre,  which  was  to  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  the 
king  and  his  miniflry  to  that  of  the  people  of  this  nation,  for 
whom  he  profeiTed  the  warmed  gratitude,  and  the  higheft 
efteem  ^  ;  however,  there  was  no  great  fign  of  this  in*  the  pro* 
clamation,  publiihed  fome  time  after,  for  prohibiting  any  of  the 
goods  and  manufaftures  of  Great  Britain*  from  facing  imponed 
into  the  ifland  of  Sicily,  of  which  we  had  fo  lately,  and  at  fucb 
a  mighfy  expcnce  to  ourfdves,  pot  him  in  poiTeflion.- 

The  year  1726  opened  very  inanfpicioufiy  :  his  majefty  em- 
barked en  board  the  Carolina  yacht,,  at  Helvoetikiys,  about  one 
in  the  afternoon  on  new-year's-day,  with  a  fair  wind  at  norths 
eaft,  and  failed  immediately.  But,  about  feven  the  fame  even- 
ing, a  moft  vrolent  fiform  arofe,  with  hail  and  rain,  which  ib 
feparated  the  fleet,  that  only  one  man  of  war,  commanded  by 
captain  Danfie,  kept  company  with  the  king^s  yacht,  on  board 
of  which  was  Sir  JohnNorris.  The  tempeft  continued  fo  high, 

t  I^amberti,  tern.  x.  append.  No.  xziii.  Rouflet,  rom.  ii.  p.  189.  Le  dr^t 
public  de  I'FAirope,  chap.  vii.  p.  yx.  u  Kooffet,  rom.  iin  p.  349,  where 

the  ludcr  will  find  the  refident  PalmU  nemorialy  dated  March  ^3,  17^7. 

and 
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:%ficl  thefea  fo  boifterotis,  for  about  thirty-fix  hours,  that  the 
whole  fleet  was  in  the  utmoft  danger.  The  third,  in  the  morn- 
mgy  the  yachts  and  mtti  of  war  were  near  Dover ;  and  one  of 
the  yachts,  with  fbme  of  his  majefty^s  attendants,  entered  the 
river  ^  but  it  was  thought  more  advi fable  that  bis  majefty  Aiould 
land  at  Rye,  where  he  arrived  about  noon-,  and  on  the  9th,  in 
the  evening,  he  came  from  thence  to  his  palace  at  St.  James's^ 
in  perfcft  health  '•. 

On  the  20th  of  January  the  parl»atnent  met,  and  the  king 
made  a  very  remarkable  fpeech  from  the  throne  ',  in  which  he 
took  notice  of  the  critical  fitoation  of  affairs  in  Europe,  and  of 
the  meafores  he  had  taken  for  fupportrng  the  hon^our  of  his* 
crown,  and  preferving  the  juft  rights  of  his  people.  When  thi» 
fpeech  came  to  be  debated  in  the  houfe  of  commons,^  very  waron 
things  were  faid,  by  thofe  who  were  then  in  the  oppofition, 
agamfV  the  plan  of  the  Hanover  alliance,  which,  though  it  was* 
alfo  difliked  by  many  of  the  minifters  here  at  home,  yet  was* 
ftrcnuoufly  fupported  by  others,  and  even  by  them,  in  that  de- 
bate y. 

It  has  been  generally  faid,  and  I  believe  with  truth,  that  thcf 
fecrctary  of  ftate,  then  abroad  with  his  majefty,  was  the  fole,  or 
at  leaft  the  principal  advifer  in  that  affair,  which  gave  a  new  turn 
to  our  politics,  and  engaged  us  in  a  fchcmc  for  humbling  the 
houfe  of  Auftria,  which  we  had  fo  long  and  even  fo  lately  fup* 
ported,  and  in  the  fupport  of  which  we  have  been  fmce  alfo  en- 
gaged at  an  expence,  that  might  certainly  have  been  fpared,  if 
this  fcheme  had  not  taken  place ;  fuch  fiu^hiations  there  are  in 
modern  policy,  and  fo  dearly  do  whole  nations  pay  for  the  in- 
trigues, caprices,  and  errors  of  particular  men!  But  to  proceed. 
On  the  26th  of  January  the  houfe  of  commons  rcfolved,  that 
ten  thoufand  men  be  employed  for  the  fea-fervice,  for  the  year 
1726,  at  4I.  a  mzn  per  month  for  thirteen  months.  The  23d 
of  February  they  refolved,  that  212,381 1.  5  s.   be  granted  for 

^  Oldmixen'f  hiftofy  of  England,  to!,  ji.  p.  773.     Tindarf  cominuatian  of  , 
Rapin,  vol.  iv.  p.  691.    Mercure  hiflofiquc  ct  politique,  temelxxx.  p.  an.  JLe» 
diard's  naval  hiOory,  v-l.  »i.  p.  893.  *  Chandlcr*s  debates,  vol.  vi.  p.  349. 

y  The  point  in  the  treaty  of  Vieoni,  which  chic  Ay  iffzCkcd  the  mahtime  powers, 
WMthe  confirfflacioD  of  the  Ollend  company. 

the 
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the  ordinary  of  the  navy  for  the  Aune  year  >•  Bat  this  proviHoiif 
as  the  afiairs  of  Europe  then  (lood,  being  not  tbooght  fufficicst, 
his  majefty  held  it  requifite)  on  the  a4th  of  March^  to  fend  a 
mefiage  to  the  houfe  of  commons  *»  importing,  tbsit  he  found  k 
ahibliitely  neceiTary  to  augment  his  maritime  force,  and  hoped 
he  (hould  be  enabled,  by  the  affiftance  of  parliamcnty  to  incrcal^ 
the  number  of  feamen  already  voted  and  granted  for  tbc  fervice 
of  this  year,  that  he  might  be  thereby  enabled  not  only  to  (ccure 
to  his  own  fubjeAs  the  full  aod  free  enj<7ment  of  their  trade  and 
navigation,  but  in  the  bed  manner  to  prevent  and  frufiratc  fuch 
defigns  as  had  been  formed  againft  the  particular  intereft  of  this 
nation,  and  the  general  peace  of  Europe.  Upon  this  mcflage 
there  was  a  very  warm  debate,  which  ifiiied  in  an  addrcfs  froa 
the  houfe  to  his  majcAy,  defiring^  **  That  he  would  be  pkafed 

<  to  make  fuch  an  addition  to  the  number  of  feamen    already 

<  voted,  and  to  concert  fuch  other  meafures  as  he  in  his  great 
^  wifdom  (hould  think  mofl  conducive  to  the  fecarity  of  the 

<  trade  and  navigation  of  this  kingdom,  ajidto  the  preTciratioa 
'  of  the  peace  of  Europe,  afTuring  his  majefty  that  they  would 

^  efFefiually  provide  for,  and  make  good,  all  fuch  expences  and 

<  engagements  as  fliould  be  entered  into  for  obtaining  thofe 
«  great  and  defirablc  ends  *>.^ 

The  adminiflration  had  all  things  now  in  their  own  power^ 
and  were  at  full  liberty  to  a£b  as  they  thought  fit ;  but,  before 
we  proceed  to  what  they  did,  it  will  be  reafonable  to  take  a  view 
of  what  was  then  looked  upon  as  the  fcheme  of  oUr  enemie?. 
This  I  think  the  more  reaft>nable,  becaufe  hitherto  it  has  never 
been  done,  at  lead  in  a  clear,  intelligible  way,  To  that  a  reader 
of  common  capacity  might  underftand  it.  Asfoon  as  the  courts 
of  Vienna  and  Madrid  apprehended  that  their  views  werecroiTed, 
and  the  ends  propofedby  their  conjunAion  utterly  diiappointed 
by  the  counter-alliance  at  Hanover,  they  immediately  refolved  to 
have  recourfe  to  faftber  negociations,  in  order  to  increafe  the 
number  of  their  allies ;  and,  when  they  found  themfelvcs  fuffi- 
ciently  powerful^  they  dcfigned  to  have  reforted  to  open-  force. 

*  Iliftorical  rejtftcr  for  f7J<5,  p.  5T,  70. 

*  OldmixonU   htflory  of  England,  vol.  i/.  p.  783.     Tihdtil*s  conticnaiion  of 
Rapin,  vol.  iv.  p.  £95. 

b  Chandlcr^s  ddutes,  vol.  vi.  p.  370. 

With 
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With  a  view  to  render  this  fchetne  efFe£lual,  the  emperor  be- 
gan to  execute  proje^h  in  the  north,  in  which  he  met  at  firft 
with  fi>aie  extraordinary  foccefs*  The  Czarina  Catherine,  dow- 
ager of  the  Czar  Peter  the  Great,  had  conceived  a  diftafte  to  the 
Britilh  court,  and  had,  by  fome  people  about  her,  been  drawn 
to  believe  it  might  prove  no  difficult  matter  to  overturn  the  go- 
yernmem  in  Britain*  The  fame  fcheme  had  been  propofed  and 
countenanced  at  the  Imperial  court  by  bme  of  xbc  miniders,  as 
tlie  eonprefs-dowager  informed  the  king  ;  and,  on  the  credit  of 
that  information,  h«$  majefiy  mentioned  it  in  his  fpeeph.  The 
Spanifli  court  readily  adopted  that  or  any  other  expedient  which 
might  procure  them  Gibraltar,  and  facilitate  their  acquiftions 
in  Italir,  then  and  long  after  the  great  objcAs  of  their  policy  <^. 

Thus  the  Hanover  alliance,  originally  contrived  for  the  fecur- 
ing  that  eleAorate,  proved  the  means  of  bringing  it  into  fome 
degree  of  .danger,  ;ind  perhaps  the  fame  caufe  will  hardly  ever 
fail  to  produce  the  fam^  eff^Els^  whence  it  is  evident,  that,  the 
lefs  fha[re  we  take  in  the  affairs  of  the  continent,  the  lefs  the  pre- 
fent  royal  family  will  be  expofed  to  fuch  attempt^ ;  and  therefore 
a  wife  miniftry  will  be  fure  to  inform  their  maAer,  that  purfuing 
the  real  and  acknowledged  interefts  of  Great  Britain  wiM  conci- 
liate all  the  powers  of  the  continent  except  France,  and  that  at- 
tempts to  aggrandize  his  ele£Voral  dominions  will  always  create 
him  enemies,  diilurb  the  peace  of  Germany,  and  aiTccl  the  ba- 
lance of  Europe. 

I  have  already  obferved,  that  the  miniftry  at  heme  were  by 
no  means  the  authors  of  the  Hanover  alliance,  though  they 
looked  on  themfdves  as  obliged  to  fupport  it ;  and  therefore,  as 
foon  as  ffhey  were  acquainted  with  the  fchemes  formed  by  the 
allies  of  Vienna,  they  fet  about  difappointing  them  with  all  their 
force.  In  order  to  this,  they  did  not  much  truft  to  their  good 
allies  th^  French,  or  to  the  flow  afiiiftance  of  the  Dutch,  but 
cbofeihe  fhorteft  and  moft  expeditious  method  pofiible,  of  help- 
ing themfelves,  with  which  view  it  was  refolved  to  fend  a  Arong 
«^eet  into  the  Baltic  to  awe  the  Czarina,  to  bring  round  another 
power^  and  to 'keep  .fteady  a  third.    It  was  likewife  thought  re- 


«  Rotiiler,  tome  ui.  wh-r-c  ^r  pr'ncipal  public  pipw?  rcgarilog  thcfc  po'itical 
di Spates  ma;  be  cenfukcfl. 

quilittj. 
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quifite  to  have  another  ftrong  fqnadron  on  the  coaft  of  Spain  to 
intimidate  his  Catholic  majefty»  and  to  render  bis  efiorts^  if  be 
Ihould  make  any  agatnft  Gibraltar,  ineffedual^  and^  to  Ibqi  up 
all,  as  they  very  well  knew  that  money  was  not  only  the  linevi 
of  war,  but  the  great  bond  of  friendfliip,  at  Icaft  among  (tua 
and  priflces,  they  determined  to  fend  a  confiderafale  force  to  tbe 
indies,  in  order  to  block  up  the  galleons,  as  the  ihorteft  mcub 
of  diilblving  the  nnion  between  their  Imperial  and  Catholic  ma- 
jefties,  bemg  fatisfied,  that,  if  the  former  could  not  recetre  his 
iubfidies,  the  latter  could  never  rely  upon  his  affiftance  :  fodi 
were  the  plans  on  both  Gdes  at  this  critical  junfturei 

The  command  of  the  fleet  intended  tor  the  Baltic  was  given 
to  Sir  Charles  Wager,  vice-admiral  of  the  red,  who  bad  under 
him  Sir  George  Walton,  rear-admjral  of  the  bine.  The  fi}uadroQ 
they  were  to  command  confifted  of  twenty  (hips  of  the  line,  one 
frigate,  two  fire«ihips,  and  one  hofpital'fliip.     His  final  inftnic- 
tions  having  been  given  to  the  commander  in  chief,  Jie  on  the 
13  th  of  April,  1726,  hoifted  his  flag  on  board  ibc  Torbay,  a 
third  rare  man  of  war,  at  the  Nore'.  He  #asfaluted  thereupon 
by  all  the  fliips  lying  there,  and  returned  thor  falntes  with  one 
and  twenty  guns*     About  an  hour  after.  Sir  George  Waltoii 
hoifted  bis  flag  on  board  theCuipberland,at  her  mizen-top-mait 
head,  and  faluted  the  admiral  with  nineteen  guns,  and  was  aa. 
iwered  with  feventeen.     The  J 4th,  Sir  Charles  delivered  out  a 
line  of  battle,  and  a  rendezvous  for  Copenhagen  road^  or  the 
Dablen,  near  Stockholm,  with  facing  infiru^tions-    The  17th 
in  the  morning,  the  fleet  weighed,  and  fet  iail  fnom  che  Nore. 
On  the  23d  of  the  fame  month,  the  fleet  came  to  an  anchor  in 
the  road  of  Copenhagen ;  smd  00  the  25th,  Sir  Charles  pre- 
sented bis  majcfty^s  letter  to  the  king  of  Denmark  in  cabinet- 
council,  dined  with  his  DaniA  majefly  the  fame  day,  and  en- 
tertained the  then  prince  royal  of  Denmark  on  board  his  own 
iliip  the  next.    On  the  6th  of  May,  the  fleet  under  the  com- 
mand of  Sir  Charles  Wager  anchored  near  Stockholm* 

The  very  next  day  Stephen  Pointz,  £fq;  his  majefty's  envoy 
ejctraordinary  and  plenipotentiary,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Jackfoxi, 


4  OUrii'it9n  s  hli^^ry  of  £rgh<M],  vol.  ii.  p.  7^4.     Leditfd*t  naTal  htftorf,  voU 

hie 
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liSs  majeft/s  refident,  came  on  board  the  admiral.  The  8tb^ 
Sir  Charles  weot  up  tp  that  city  with  them  ;  and  on  the  lotb, 
had  an  audience  of  the  king  of  Sweden^  in*  the  preience  of  fc^ 
'veral  of  the  fimatora,  to  which  he  w^s  introduced  by  Mr.  Pointz. 
Sir  Charks  delivered  a  letter  fijom  the  king  his^mafter  to  his 
Swedilh  niafefty»  by  whom  he  was  very  graciouily  received?. 
The  14th  i^f  the  fame  month  the  fquadron  of  DaniQi  men  of  war 
failed  from  Copenhagen  for  the  ifland  ot  3ornbQlm9  in  order  to 
join  the  UrkUh  fquadron*  Thefe  ceremonies  over.  Sir  Charles 
Wager  failed  with  bis*fqoadron  to  the  ifland  of  Narignan,  with- 
in three  leagues  of  Revel.  There,  on  the  25th  of  May,  captain 
Deane,  who  had  be<pn  on  bp^d  tbePort-Mahon,  nearer  in  with 
the  ihore,  returned  on  board  the  Torbay,  and  brought  the  adr 
xniral  an  account,  that  be  bad  jipoken  with  a  Lubecker  that  came 
five  days  before  from  Peterfburgh,  whofe  mafter  informed  himt 
t}iat  there  were  fixteen  Rui&an  men  of  war  in  the  road  at  Cron* 
flot,  with  three  flags  flying,  viz,  lord -admiral  Apraxin,  vice-., 
admiral  Gordon,  and  rear-admiral  Saunders;  that  a  great  num- 
ber of  gallies  were  in  readinefs,  of  whicji  but  twelve  were  at 
Qronflot,  an4  the  reft  at  Peterfburgh,  or  Wyburgb/. 

The  admiral  took  the  fird  opportunity  offending  his  majefty's- 
letter  to  the  Czarina,  incloled  in  a  letter  to  her  admiral  Apraxin, 
in  which  letter  his  majef^  expoflulatedvery  freely  with  her  oi|^ 
the  fubjefl  of  her  armaments  by  fea  and .  land,  and  on  the  Mi» 
trigues  which  ber  minifters  bad  lately  entered  into  with  the  a- 
gents  of  the  pretender  <•  It  is  faid,  that  the  Rufltan  court  was 
very  much  nettled  at  this  appearance  of  a  Britifh  fleet  upon  their 
coafts,  and  was  inclined  to  have  come  tp  extremities,  rather 
than  endure  it.  But  vice-admiral  Gordon  very  wifely  reprefent- 
od.  to  the  council,  that  the  Ruffian  fleet  was  in  no  condition  to 
venture  an  engagement  with  that  of  Great  Britain ;  upon  which 
orders  were  given  for  layings  it  up,  and  for  iecuring,  in  the  bed 
manner  poflible^i  both  it  and  the  gallies  from  being  infulted.  la 
the  month  of  July  prince  Meniikofl^,  who  was  then  prime  mini- 

*  Hiftorical  regifter  for  ijx€,  p.  19^,  32 tf.  Meroire  hMoriqne  eC  poliilqnf, 
tpme  Ixxx.  p.  549,  6s6,  Salmon's  chronological  hlHorian,  vol.  ii.  p.  165. 
f  Lediard's  naval  htflory,  vol.  il.  p.  895.  TindaPf  continuation  of  Rapin,  vol. 
iv.  p.  697.  S  See  the  king's  letter  aod  the  emprcis*!  aofwer  in  the  liiflorical 

f;gi0erfor  1716,  p.  198. 
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ficr»  coming  to  Hevcl^  mutoal  civiKtiet  paflcd  between  him  aid 
S^ir  Charles  Wager  y  and  hia  biglmefs,  to  jfhew  bis  regaxd  to  the 
EngUfli  ofEcerSj  frequently  iiiTitcd  them  to  faia  owm  tabls  \ 

The  Brltiih  fleet)  while  in  this  ftation,  was  joined  by  a  Da- 
niih  fquadrooy  commanded  by  reaa-admifal  Billet  and  remainod 
before  Revel  till  the  28th  of  September,  when,  baying  rccmed 
certain  intelligence  that  the  Ruffians  would  not  be  aMe  to  at- 
tempt  any  thing  that  year,  he  failed  for  Copenbogen,  and  from 
thence  home,  arriving  fafely  at  tbe  Gunfleet  on  tbe  firft  ml  Np- 
yemberU  It  muft  be  allowed  that  Sir  Charies  Wager  perforaa- 
ed,  on  this  Occafioo,  all  that  could  be  expe^ed  frona  the  wit 
dom  and  fkiU  of  an  Englilh  admiral ;  fo  that  this  expedhion  cf- 
^eAuaJly  anfwered  its  end,  which  ought  to  be  confidered  as  an 
honour  to  Kis  memory,  whether  ti^t  end  fliatl  be  thonght  right 
or  wrong;  for  that  is  a  mere  political  difpute,  wkich  nei- 
ther can,  or  ought  to  affeA  the  charader  of  the  admiral  in  the 
Icaft. 

-  The  fleet  that  was  ient  to  the  coaft  of  Spain,  was  eonaoianded 
by  Sir  John  Jennings,  and  cooflfted  of  nine  large  men  of  war, 
which  were  afterwards  joined  in  the  Medtterraneai^  bj  ieverai 
fliips  that  were  cruizing  there.  Tbe  admiral  failed  on  the  2osh 
of  July  from  St.  Helen's  *,  and,  on  the  3d  of  Auguft,  entered 
the  hay  of  St.  Antonio,  which  alarmed  the  Spaniarde  exce(> 
£vely,  who  immediately  drew  down  a  great  body  of  regular 
uoops  towards  the  coaft.  When  the  fleet  firft  entev^  tbe  ha?, 
ibmc  pieces  of  cannon  were  fired  at  the  foremoft  ibips;  but 
the  governor  of  St.  Antonio  pre&ntly  fent  an  officer  t»Sir  John 
Jennings  to  excufc  it,  and  to  afiiire  him  it  was  an  aft  of  indif- 
crction  committed  by  the  governor  of  the  fort,  without  orders. 
On  the  25  th  of  the  iame  month  tbe  fleet  arrived  at  Liftx>n,  and 
was  received  there  with  all  poffihle  marks  of  nfpcfX ;  and  Sir 
John  Jennings  havijjg  received  a  meflage  Mm  the  king  of  Por- 
tugal, iiuimating  that  he  would  be  glad  to  fee  him,  the  admird 


>  Le.«ard*f  ntval  bfftarf,  vol  iu  p.  Bp6.     Hinorlcal  rcgifter  for  1715,  p.  jjg. 
Moulcj**  life  of  iKc  emprefi  Gatberine,  vd.  n.  p.  183,  iHj,  |  Tindirs 

rontiiiWiii'-n  of  Rapir,  vai.  iy.  p.  6$S.    lUttm9.  biftoriqtte  Cl  pofitiqoe,  come 
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landed,  paid  his  compliments  to  his  majefty  S  ^nd  then  return^ 
ing  on  board  his  fquadron,  failed  from  the  river  of  Lifbon  for 
the  bay  of  Balls;  near  Cadiz;  where  he  was  treated  with  greaft 
diflindion,  and  had  all  the  refreOiments  he  defired  fent  fairn^  hf 
order  of  the  Spainifh  governor.  ^ 

He  cruized  for  fome  time  after  oifF  Cape  St.  Mary's,  in  order 
td  wait  for  the  (hips  that  were  to  join  him.  On  the  7th  of 
the  ilanie  month  rear^dnitral  Hopibn,  with  four  Britilh  men  of 
war,  came  JAtb  the  river  of  Lifbon,  and  one  of  the  lliips  ha*- 
"^ing  loft  het-  aiain«y^d,  and  another  having  her  fore-maft  da* 
inaged,  the  rear-admiral  applied  to  oiir  minifter,  brigadier  Dor* 
toer,  who  immediately  obtained  an  order  from  his  Portogueze 
jmajefty,  for  furnilKing  every  thing  that  was  neceflary  om  of 
his  naval  ftores.  The  9th,  his  maje(ly's  fliips  the  Winchelfea 
and  Swilld'w^  which  failed  fome  time  before  from  the  Downs^ 
came  into  the  entrance  of  the  river  Tagus,  and  the  next  day 
proceeded  to  Join  Sir  John  Jennings. 

It  wonld  be  needlefs  foi'  me  to  enter  into  a  farther  or  more 
particular  detail  of  the  motions  of  this  fquadron,  which  foon 
after  returned  to  Spithead  K  It  is  fufficient  to  obferve,  that  it 
anfwe'red  perfedly  the  ends  propofed  by  it  ^  alarmed  the  Spanifh 
court  to  the  higheft  degree,  obliged  it  to  abandon  the  meafures 
then  taking  to  the  prejudice  of  Great  Britain,  and  gave  fuck 
fpirits  to  the  party  in  Spain  which  oppofed  thoie  dangerous 
councils^  as  enabled  them  to  triumph  over  all  oppofition.  The 
duke  de  Ripperda^  whb  had  been  lately  prime  minifter,  the 
very  man  who  had  negociated  the  treaty  of  Vienna,  by  whofe 
intrigues  the  two  courts  had  been  embroiled,  took  flielter,  at 
the  time  of  his  difgrace^  ift  the  houfe  of  the  earl  of  Harring* 
ton,  then  colonel  Stanhope,  and  our  minifter  at  Madrid ;  and 
though  he  was  taken  from  thence  by  force,  yet  the  terror  of  a 
Britifli  fquadron  upon  the  coaft,  prevailed  upon  the  SpaniQi 
court  to  lay  afide  all  thoughts  of  proceeding  againft  him  capi-> 
tally,  which  they  before  intended,  for  betraying  to  the  Britifh 
miniftry  thole  very  defigns  that  occafioned  the  fending  of  this 

t  Lediard's  naval  hiftory^  vol.  n.  p.  89S.  Hiflorical  regi(^er  for  1726,  p,  320. 
330.     Mercnrc  hiftorique  et  polUique,  come  Ixxxi.  p.  izx,  345. 

1  Tindal*s  conclnQattoo  of  Rapin,  vol.  iv.  p.  tfpS.  Lediard*s  nsnl  hiftorr, 
vo).  ii.  p.  ^97*    Mcicurc  hiAcrique  et  politique,  tone  Ixxj&i.  p.  5 an, 
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.fleet ;  and  he  fi^on  after  made  his  eicape  from  the  caflie  of  S6- 
govia,  and  tetired  hither  as  to  the  only  pbce  of  tafetjf  froa 
the  refentment  of  his  Catholic  majefty ".  Soch  wefe  the  crests 
that  attended  the  expedition  of  ,Sir  John  Jennings  on  the 
coaft  of  Spain :  let  us  proceed  to  the  traaiaftions  in  tbe  We£ 
Indies. 

As^  the  exetation  of  all  the  great  defigna  formed  by  the 
Vienna  sillies^  depended  entirely  on  the  fuppUes  that  were  ex* 
pe£led  from'  the  Spani&  Weft  Indies^  our  mioiftry  thoag^t  they 
could  not  take  cither  a  wifer  or  a  bolder  n^eafure,  tbatf  fending 
t  fquadron  into  thole  parts  to  block  sp  the  gaUeoos,  and  fs 
prevent  them  from  receiving  thofe  fuppltes.  A  f^adron  wis 
accordingly  ordered  to  be  equipped  for  that.purpofe^  the  cooh 
jnand  of  which  wasr  given  to  Francis  Hofiec,  Efq;  r^af-admtri 
of  tbe  bhie^  an  eaccHent  officer ;  but  what  his  mftra£tioiis 
were,  I  am  not  able  to  fay»  as  having  no  better  authority  to  pro* 
ceed  upon  than  bare  conjeflurcs.  He  failed  from  Plymouth 
on  the  pth  of  April,  1726;  and  though  he  had  a  very  quick 
paiTage,  yet  the  Spaniards  had  previous  notice  of  his  defign,  by 
an  advice-boat  from  Cadiz,  fo  that  before  he  reached  the  Bafti- 
mentos,  the  treafiire  which  had  been  00  board  tJw  gallcoos^ 
and  which  that  year  confided  of  about  fix  milHons  and  a  haU 
fterling,  was  fairly  csirried  back  to  Panama,  on  the  other  fide 
the  lilhmus.  On  the  6th  of  June  vice-admiral  Hofier  anchored 
within  iight  of  Porto  Bello ;  upon  which  the  governor  fent  to 
know  his  demands  \  The  vice-admiral  anfwered^  with  great 
prudence  and  temper^  thar  he  waited  for  the  Royal  George,  a 
large  South*  feailtip,  then  in  the  harbouriL  which  had  diipofsd 
of  all  her  cargo^  and  had  3  very  large  fum  of  money  on  Jboard. 
The  Spaniards^  in  hc^s  of  getting  rid  of  fo  troublefome  a 
gueft,  hallened  her  away;^  which^  I  tbiak,  was  the  greateft 
fervice  this  fquadron  performed.  With  rcfpe£k  to  the  blocking 
up  of  »the  galleons,  that  was  fo  much  oMignified  here  at  home, 
it  was  really  a  dream,  for  his  remaining  there  three  weeksj  was 


n  Memoirs  of  the  duke  de  Ripperda.    Hidorical  regifter  for  the  year  17x7. 
irindal.  Oldmixon,  and  other  writers.  o  Lcdiard*s  naval  hiflory, 

vol.  it.  p.  899>    Hiftorical  regiftcr  for  17&61  p.  3^.    Merctttc  biftoriqiw  ct  por 
luiquC)  tome  Isxxt.  p.  442. 
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time  fufficicnt  to  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  return  £or  that 
leafon  ;  and,  therefore^  his  continuing  there  fix  montbsi  as  be 
did,  till  his  fquadron,  that  had  been  the  terror,  become  the  jeft 
of  the  Spaniards,  was  altogether  needlefs.  A  little  before 
Chriftmas  he  weighed,  and  failed  for  Jamaica^  after  fuch  a  lofs 
of  men,  and  in  fo  wretched  a  condition^  that  I  cannot  prevaH 
upon  myfelf  to  enter  into  the  particulars  of  a  difafter,  which  I 
heartily  wifli  couM  be  blotted  out  of  the  annals,  and  out  of  the 
remembrance  of  this  nation  ®. 

It  happened  very  luckily  for  him^  that  there  were  at  that 
time  in  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  a  great  number  of  feamen  out  of 
Employment,  A>  that  in  two  months  time  his  fquadnm  was  once 
more'  manned,  and  in  a  condition  to  put  to  fea  $  which  he  did| 
and  ftood  over  to  Carthagena,  where  he  was  able  to  do  little 
or  hothing ;  for  the  Spaniards  had  by  this  timt  recovered  their 
fpirits,  and  began  to  make  reprifals,  feizing  the  Prince  Frederic^ 
a  South-fea  ihip,  then  at  La  Vera  Cruz,  with  all  the  veiTels 
and  effeds  belonging  to  that  company^  which  admiral  HoGer 
did  indeed  demand,  but  to  no  purpofe.  He  continued  cruizing 
in  thofe  feas,  and  fome  of  his  fhips  took  Several  Spanifh  prizes^ 
moft  of  which  were  afterwards  rcflored  $  and  in  this  fituation 
things  continued  till  the  vice-admiral  breathed  his  laft^  on  the 
23d  of  Auguft,  1727.  But  that,  and  what  followed,  bein^ 
without  the  limits  of  this  work,  1  have  nothing  farther  to  fay 
of  this  expedition,  which,  whether  wdl  or  ill  concerted  at 
home,  was  undoubtedly  executed  with  great  courage  and  con- 
du(k  by  this  unfortunate  commander,  who  loft  his  feamen  twice 
over,  and  whofe  fhips  were  totally  ruined  by  the  worms  in  thofc 
feas|  which  created  a  mighty  clamour  at  home,  and  was,  with- 
out doubt,  a  prodigious  lofs  to  the  nation* 

The  Spaniards,  intending  to  fliew  that  they  were  not  intimi- 
dated by  thefe  mighty  naval  armaments,  proceeded  in  the 
icheme  they  had  formed,  of  attacking  the  important  fortrefs  of 
Gibraltar  ;  and  towards  the  clofe  of  the  year  1726,  their  army, 
under  the  count  ^e  las  Torres,  aflually  came  before  the  place. 
Our  minifiry  at  home  having  had  previous  intelligence  of  this 

°  Lediard's  naval  hiflory^  vol.  ii.  p.  9«o.  OUnitxoti*  Mercurc  hiftoHque 
et  poIiti^i'Ci  tome  U&xii.  p.  c^9. 
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deRgn,  ordered  a  fmall  Ainadnbn  to  be  got  ready  at  Poft/inoor^ 
in  the  month  of  December;  and  oh  the  24th,  Sir  ChaHc« 
'Wager,  having  hbifted  his  flag  on  board  the  Kcat;  as  ibon  2 
the  wind  would  permit,  failed,  in  ordcf  to  johi  rear-admiral 
Hopfon,  for  the  relief  of  that  garrifon,  which  he  performed 
tery  effcAually  in  the  fucceeding  year  ^. 

The  parliament  met  on  the  17  th  of  January,  1717^  And  cm 
the  a3d  of  the  fame  month  the  hoofe  of  conunbnft  came  to  a 
irefolution,  that  20,006  men  fho&ld  be  allowed  for  the  fea^fcr- 
vice,  at  the  hfual  rate  of  4I.  a^mdnth  pier  n)an  ;  and  on  tb? 
firft  of  the  hent  month,  they  voted  199,071  k  for  the  <irdinary 
bf  the  navy  ^.    The  firft  ufe  made  bf  thefe  extraordinary  fop- 
plies  was,  to  fend  once  more  a  fleet  into  the  Baltic,  where,  i: 
was  faid,  the  Czafrina  was  preparing  to  attack  the  Swedes ;  and 
afterirards  to  proceed  to  the  etccntion  of  defigns  which  hare 
been  fomierly  mentioned.     On  the  21  ft  of  Aprils  captain  I^Iac- 
rice,  commahder  of  the  Naflati,  was  appointed  rear-admiral  of 
the  white  fquadron,  and  captain  Robert  Htighes,  commander 
of  the  Hampron*Gourt,  rear-admiral  of  the  blue  fquadron  of 
his  maj^fty's  fleet  $  and  captain  Rogers  wa^  appointed  to  cosn- 
inand  the  Naflau  in  the  room  of  admiral  Maurice.     They  wot 
all  thtee  to  ferve  under  Sir  John  Norris,  who  failed  the  latter 
end  of  that  month,  and  arrived  on  the  coaft  of  Jutland  the  8tli 
of  May%  anchored  in  (ight  of  Elfineur  the  nth;   the  next 
day  in  the  road  of  Copenhagen  ;  the  king  of  Denixiark  being 
at    his  palace  at  t^rederickfburgh.   Sir  John^   wkh  the   lord 
Glenorchyt  his  majefty's  minifter  at  that  court,  waited  on  his 
Danifh  niajefty,  and  was  extremely  well  received.     &at  while 
he  was  employed  in  this  expedition,  that  event  fell  out,  which 
puts  a  period  to  our  lifibburs. 

This  event  was  the  death  of  King  CrBOftCB  I.  which  hap- 
pcncd  at  his  brother's  palace,  in  the  city  of  Ofnaburgh,  June 
the  itth^  17279  about  One  in  the  morning,  iu  the  thirteenth 

P  OMmiton'i  h«Oot^y  of  knglanJ,  vol.  ii.  p.  goa,  $0$-  TindaPs  cmitin«i« 
fton  or&ipip,  vol.  iv.  p.  769  Lcditrd'c  naval  hiAory,  vol.  iu  p.  90K  H'^ 
Ooricai  regtftcr  for  the  year  1727,  p.  lao.  Mercure  hifl<>riqii«  ec  poH:iq«(, 
tome  Uixii.  p.  236,  3ji,  383,  566.  <i  Hlftorical  rcgiftcr  for  1727, 

p.  78,  8ob  f  Led\^T^§  nava!  hidory,  vol.  ii.  p.  905*    Tiodal'i 

carttiouauon  of  Rap:n|  vol.  iv.  p.  709,  710.    OlJmiiui,  vcf.  n.  p.  805. 
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year  of  his  reign,  and  in  the  fijity-cight  of  his  life  •.    To  fpeak 

'without  ^tcery>  his  fnajefty  was  3  prince  of  great  virtues,  and 

had  many  qualities  truly  amiable.  He  i|vas  very  well  acquainted 

v^ich  the  general  intereft  of  all  the  princes  in  Europe,  and  par* 

ticularly  well  verfed  in  whatever  related  to  German  affairs,  with 

refpcA  to  wbieh  he  always  ajlcd  as  a  true  patriot,  and  a  firm 

friend  to  the  conftitution  of  the  empire.     As  to  his  fQndu£l 

^ter  his  accedion  to  the  Britifti  throne,  his  minifters  were  in- 

tirely  accountable  for  i( ;  for  he  cpnflantly  declared  to  them^ 

that  his  inteiitipn  was  ^o  govern  according  to  the  laws,  and  >vith 

tko  other  view  thaa  the  general  good  of  hif  people.    He  was 

allowed,  by  the  beft  judges  of  military  ikill,  to  be  an  excellent 

of&cer.     He  was  very  (fipable  of  applicationr  9nd  undedtood 

buGnefs  as  well  as  any  prince  of  his  time.     In  his  amufements 

he  was  eafy  and  familiar,  of  a  temper  very  fenfible  of  the  fervi* 

ces  thatt  were  rendered  him  ;  firm  in  bis  frieodfliips,  naturally 

averfe  to  yiolent  meafures,  and  as  companionate  as  any  prince 

that  ever  fat  opon  a  throne. 


•  Hiftbrical  reglfter  for  nxt,  p.  17*.  M^tcore  Mflowqne  &  poRiiquc,  torn, 
Ixxxiit.  p.  39.  London  Gdzetie  t4  June  i5ih,  1717.  j^.  da  la  Motrray**  tn^ 
vcls,  vol.  ui,  p.  »77,  where  there  u  a  diOin^  kcco\)iit  of  ^\i  oiajcdy'*  dwiJjL 
from  b«ron  j^abiicc,  who  aKto^ed  hipi.  '  -     ^. 
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A  List  of  the  English  Navt,  as  it  flood  at  the  Acoeflioa 

of  George  IL 


Bates.        }!" 

of  Ships, 

Men, 

Guns. 

Swiveb. 

J. 

7 

S»46o 

700 

IL 

13 

^,840   * 

1,170 

HI, 

C.6 

d24 

8,320 

1,280 

10,568 

1,680 

IV. 

5'^ 

1 40 

37,600 

1,440 

» 

*  "  • 

17,200 

a^ooo 

• 

V. 

r. 

4,800 

9<Jo 

t 

»55 

3P 

VL 

u 

140 

aa 
560 

Firc-fhips 

3 

^SS 

24 

Bombs 

3 

lao 

16 

16 

Storc-fliip 

I 

90 

20 

iS  loops 

15 

99P 

78 

78 

Yachts 

7 

260 

64 

Ditto^  fmal) 

5 

29 

26 

6 

Hoys 

II 

^7 

la 

^ 

Smacks 

z 

4 

l/one-boat 

.1 

2 

I3uoy-boat 

x 

Lighter 

I 

.      3 

^ulks 

9 

159 

Total  283  64j5X4  10,082 
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